
KUWAIT: A joint team of archaeologists
have discovered a 7,300-year-old human
fingerprint - the earliest in the Near East
region - in Subiyya in northern Kuwait.
The fingerprint was found on a piece of a
broken clay pot dating from the Stone
Age (8,700 BC to 2,000 BC) in the Bahrah I
Excavation Zone in Subiyya, an official
from the National Council for Culture,
Arts and Letters (NCCAL) announced on
Friday.

“The find adds to a list of important

discoveries recently excavated in the
area - these include an ancient town, a
temple, a cemetery, wells and pottery,
which provide important clues on the life
of primitive man,” said Dr Sultan Al-
Duweesh, director of NCCAL’s archaeo-
logical and museums department. “The
team of excavators is made up of 17
archaeologists, including 11 Poles, five
Kuwaitis from NCCAL and a US scholar,”
Duweesh pointed out.

Continued on Page 13
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Silverman welcomes Kuwaitis to US, hails humanitarian work

US envoy: Ties with Kuwait 

strong despite Trump win

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman
assured relations between Kuwait and the United States
will remain strong and strategic despite a change in
administrations. Silverman told reporters President-Elect
Donald Trump is still crafting policies for his new adminis-
tration, and the attitude of US embassies worldwide is to
“wait and watch”. “Bilateral relations are extremely impor-
tant, rather than only focusing on defense and security.
The president-elect has met outgoing President Barack
Obama, and they are briefed about local and international
issues,” he said. 

Many governments in the Gulf have voiced concern
over Trump’s comments on immigrants and Muslims,
but Silverman stressed relations between the US and
Gulf countries are extremely important. “We have two
US-GCC summits annually, along with meetings and
dialogues,” he said.

Silverman thanked the Kuwaiti people and HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah for the warm welcome
accorded to him as the new US ambassador to Kuwait. “It’s
been a great two months in Kuwait and a great honor. Our
work is a reflection of what President Obama and HH the
Amir want us to do, to make our ties even closer and
address trade, political, education and cultural issues. We
want the Kuwaiti people to see the mutual benefits of
what Kuwait and the US do, not only in defense and securi-
ty, but for the greater security of the region,” he added. 

Continued on Page 13
KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman speaks to reporters at the US Embassy in
Bayan. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The ministry of interior yesterday said 287 can-
didates were left in the race for the Nov 26 parliamen-
tary election after 128 candidates withdrew and 40 oth-
ers were barred at the closure of withdrawals yesterday.
The number however could increase slightly as some of
the candidates barred by the election committee are
still fighting in court and they may be reinstated. 

The hopefuls left in the fray include as many as 41
members of the previous National Assembly, which was
dissolved by HH the Amir last month, paving the road
for early polls. They also include 38 former MPs from pre-
vious assemblies and a total of 14 women. There are
roughly 30 opposition figures in the race - 25 of former
lawmakers - while the rest are new faces.

In the first constituency, 52 candidates are running
for the 10 seats. They include 10 members of the dis-
solved Assembly and nine former MPs. Prominent
among the candidates are former MPs Saleh Ashour,
Abdullah Al-Turaiji, Essa Al-Kandari, Adnan Abdulsamad
and Mubarak Al-Harees. 

Continued on Page 13
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‘Oldest’ fingerprint found in Kuwait

KUWAIT: The oldest human fingerprint discovered in Kuwait is seen. — KUNA 

ZURICH: World football body FIFA has joined the
International Olympic Committee in threatening
legal action against Kuwait over the government
takeover of sporting bodies, according to a letter
obtained by AFP. The letter from FIFA secretary gen-

eral Fatma Samoura
also reaffirmed that
Kuwait would be kept
in international isola-
tion as long as the
Kuwait Football
Association is run by
g ove rnment-named
officials following the
passing of a new sports
law this year.

The IOC and FIFA
suspended Kuwait in October last year over alleged
government interference in sport. It is the second
time in five years the state has been suspended.
The letter to the state-backed KFA head Fawaz
Mubarak Al-Hasawi, owner of English football club
Nottingham Forest, said: “FIFA hereby reserves all
its rights to take any action against all those who
have been involved in any way, directly or indirect-
ly, in the establishment as well as any other activi-
ties of the interim committee.”

Continued on Page 13
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BEDMINSTER TOWNSHIP, New Jersey: US President-Elect Donald Trump (left)
and Vice President-Elect Mike Pence arrive at the clubhouse at Trump
International Golf Club yesterday. — AFP 

NEW YORK: President-elect Donald Trump
yesterday defended his decision to settle
lawsuits over his Trump University real
estate seminars for $25 million, saying he
does not have time to fight the fraud cases
in court now that he is headed to the
White House. The lawsuits cast a shadow
over the Republican’s presidential cam-

paign and led to one of the more contro-
versial moments of his run for the White
House when he claimed the judge over-
seeing two of the cases was biased
because he was of Mexican ancestry.

While denying any wrongdoing, Trump
agreed on Friday to pay $25 million

Continued on Page 13
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ALEPPO: A Syrian civil defense volunteer, known as the White Helmets, carries
an injured man yesterday following an air strike on the rebel-held neighbor-
hood of Bab Al-Nayrab. — AFP 

ALEPPO: Syria’s government pounded rebel-
held Aleppo with air strikes and artillery fire
yesterday, killing 27 people and prompting
Washington to condemn the “heinous actions”
of Damascus and its ally Russia. UN officials
said they were “appalled” by escalating vio-
lence and urged access to east Aleppo, where
more than 250,000 people have been under
siege for nearly four months. Since it began on
Tuesday, the assault on the rebel-held east of
Aleppo has damaged hospitals, forced schools
to close, and killed nearly 100 civilians, accord-
ing to a monitor.

An AFP correspondent described relentless
bombardment with air strikes, mortar rounds
and barrel bombs slamming into residential
neighborhoods where residents cowered at
home. “It is a catastrophic day in besieged
Aleppo with unprecedented bombardment
with every type of weapon,” a member of the
White Helmets rescue group said in a video
posted on the organization’s Facebook page. 

US National Security Advisor Susan Rice
said Washington condemned “in the strongest
terms these horrific attacks against medical

infrastructure and humanitarian aid workers”.
“There is no excuse for these heinous actions,”
she said in a statement. “The Syrian regime
and its allies, Russia in particular, bears respon-
sibly for the immediate and long-term conse-
quences these actions have caused in Syria
and beyond.”

Moscow says it is not involved in the cur-
rent assault on Aleppo, concentrating its fire-
power on opposition and jihadist forces in
neighboring Idlib instead. But Damascus and
its allies have made clear they want rebels
expelled from eastern Aleppo, which fell from
regime control in mid-2012.

Once Syria’s economic powerhouse, Aleppo
has been ravaged by the war that has killed
more than 300,000 people since it began with
anti-government protests in March 2011. No
aid has entered east Aleppo since government
forces surrounded it in July, and residents
report shortages of food and fuel, as well as
lengthy power outages and water shortages.
Two top UN officials said they were “extremely
saddened and appalled by the recent escala-
tion in fighting in several parts of Syria.”

Humanitarian coordinator for Syria Ali Al-
Za’atari and regional humanitarian coordina-
tor Kevin Kennedy also said they had shared a
plan to deliver aid, and evacuate the sick and
wounded from east Aleppo. “It is imperative all
parties agree to the plan and allow us to
secure immediate, safe and unimpeded access
to provide relief to those most in need,” they
said. The relentless bombardment forced
schools in east Aleppo, many of which already
operate from basements because of govern-
ment attacks, to close Saturday and Sunday
“for the safety of students and teachers, after
the barbarous aerial strikes”.

Hospitals and rescue facilities have been
particularly affected, with shelling destroying
one of the last medical facilities in the east on
Friday. Staff were also forced to evacuate the
east’s only children’s hospital because of
repeated attacks, removing babies from incu-
bators to transfer them. “This is a dark day for
east Aleppo,” said Teresa Sancristoval, emer-
gency coordinator for the Doctors Without
Borders (MSF) charity. 

Continued on Page 13

Regime jets pound rebel Aleppo
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KUWAIT: The Talent Development Company (TDC) at
Alghanim Industries, one of the largest private companies
in the region, attended the INJAZ Al Arab CEO Retreat held
last month in Amman, Jordan. The event was attended by
the CEO of INJAZ Al-Arab, Akef Aqrabawi, and CEOs from
10 of the 14 member nations of INJAZ Al Arab. In this
meeting, the CEOs discussed and aligned their strategies
and next steps to achieve their goal of impacting 1 million
youth in the MENA region by 2022.

Senior Manager - Talent Development Company, Evan
Glassett, who volunteered to be the lead facilitator during
the INJAZ Al Arab CEO retreat, said: “Our discussions
focused on new initiatives to enrich the Arab youth such
as, tapping into the elementary school age group, partner-
ing with the Ministries of Education to make Junior
Achievement Programs part of the curriculum, and other

key initiatives that will positively lead to the shared vision
of raising the next generation of youth in Kuwait and the
Arab world. “

In addition to the new key initiatives, the discussion
also emphasized maintaining previous initiatives for
strengthening and growing the brand, expanding geo-
graphically, sublicensing, impact assessments and the
institutionalization of funding through multilateral
donors.

Looking ahead, Rana Al-Nibari, CEO of INJAZ-Kuwait,
said: “INJAZ has continuously proven its ability to reach its
short and long-term goals. Over the years, INJAZ-Kuwait
has fostered and grown strong relationships with private
sectore partners. Their continuos support and belief in our
vision for youth empowerment will be essential in impact-
ing 1 million youth by 2022.” 

Alghanim Industries supports the effort of INJAZ-
Kuwait to provide Kuwait’s youth with the skills they need
to build successful careers in the future. For the past five
years, Alghanim Industries employees have contributed
the most volunteers relative to other companies support-
ing INJAZ-Kuwait.

The commitment to support INJAZ is part of Alghanim
Industries’ Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) program,
which focuses on giving back to the community, support-
ing education and encouraging entrepreneurship. It is
worth noting that the company was a strategic sponsor to
the Tmkeen Youth Symposium this year, and has been a
platinum sponsor of startup weekend - Kuwait for four
consecutive years, in addition to being a platinum sponsor
of “ArabNet Conference” and providing free event tickets
to 100 university students in Kuwait.

INJAZ Al-Arab CEOs align strategies to

impact 1 million youth in MENA by 2022

Group photo of the participating CEOs.

Environment, climate 

change low priority 

for young Arabs

DUBAI: Global climate change ranks almost bottom of a
list of concerns for young Arabs across the Middle East and
North Africa, according to findings in the eighth annual
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey 2016.

Of the 27 key issues raised in the Survey, concerns over
“climate change and the environment” placed at 26, above
only “personal debt”. “The rise of Daesh” resonated the
most with young people and was listed as their top-most
concern. Just 54 per cent of young Arabs cited “climate
change and the environment” being of concern, compared
with 77 per cent of respondents for “the rise of Daesh”. 

In the shadow of the 22nd Session of the Conference of
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (COP22), held in Marrakech, Morocco, from
November 7-18, 2016, the Survey’s findings suggest the UN
still has much to do to encourage Arab Youth throughout
the Middle East to become engaged with the environmen-
tal agenda. 

The Survey shows a marked geographic variation over
the level of concern: in the GCC, for example, 51 per cent of
young Arabs said they were not concerned about the envi-
ronment and climate change. In North Africa, however,
youth appear to be more engaged on the issue, as 65 per
cent of young people there expressed concern over the
issue. In the COP22 host country, 70 per cent of young
Moroccans said climate change was a concern. 

Arab youth are also ambivalent about their leaderships’
ability to tackle climate change. When asked how confi-
dent they were in their national government’s ability to
deal with climate change, the percentage of young people
in the GCC who expressed belief in their country’s leader-
ship was very high, at 78 per cent, against 50 per cent for
all Arabs, and just 36 per cent for young Arabs in North
Africa and 29 per cent for youth in the Levant.  

“It is clearly worrying that young Arabs put such a low
priority on climate change - something that has the poten-
tial to have a major impact on the Arab world,” said Sunil
John, Founder and CEO of ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller. “From
the Sahara encroaching on farmland in North Africa; this
year’s heatwave in Iraq and the huge carbon footprints of
GCC states, climate change and threats to the environment
pose a very real danger to the region’s future. 

“While it is encouraging that youth in North Africa are
taking the issue seriously, more needs to be done to get
the message across to young people in the wealthier Gulf
states that climate change is a serious issue that needs to
be addressed.” Now in its eighth year, the ASDA’A Burson-
Marsteller Arab Youth Survey has established itself as a key
referral source for businesses and policymakers across the
world. For the 2016 survey, international polling firm Penn
Schoen Berland (PSB) conducted 3,500 face-to-face inter-
views with exclusively Arab national men and women aged
18-24 in the six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
of the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman and Bahrain;
as well as Iraq, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Palestine,
Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria and Yemen. The interviews were
conducted from January 20 to February 12, 2016.  In-depth
results from the eighth Annual ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller
Arab Youth Survey 2016, including survey highlights and a
White Paper in Arabic and English, are available at
www.arabyouthsurvey.com.

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommuni-
cations company in Kuwait, was recog-
nized by the TAALEB E-Square Program’s
managing committee for the company’s
long-term efforts and support to this
unique educational initiative since its
inception. The recognition came during
the honoring ceremony held at the the-
ater of the National Library of Kuwait.

The event witnessed the presence of
the Undersecretar y for  Education
Facilities and Planning at the Ministry of
Education Dr Khalid Al-Rushaid, who pre-
sented the honoring token to Zain’s
Corporate Communications and Relations
Director Waleed Al Khashti. Zain prides
itself for being one of the main support-
ers of this national and educational initia-
t ive that  ser ves 577 schools  across
Kuwait. 

The TAALEB E-Square Program - previ-
ously received Kuwait e -Award’s first
place prize - provides an ideal education-
al  e -gate solution,  where more than
500,000 students, parents, and teachers
are connected with each other from 577

schools  in  the countr y.  The website
allows parents to communicate with their
children’s teachers and follow up on vari-
ous student activities like homework,
weekly plans, exam dates, student behav-
ior, as well as class-related materials and
aids. 

Zain’s support to the TAALEB E-Square

program springs from the company ’s
core Corporate Sustainability and Social
Responsibility strategy. The company
believes that supporting initiatives such
as this one provides young people with
skills and tools necessary to help them
highlight and develop their skills, ulti-
mately  contr ibuting to the fur ther

progress of national economy. 
As a leading national company, Zain

firmly believes in the importance of con-
tributing to the progress of the education
sector, and looks to empower and pre-
pare the nation’s youth for the important
roles they will play in the further progress
of the country. 

TAALEB E-Square Program honors Zain

KUWAIT: “Kuwait Finance House (KFH) constant-
ly endeavors to enhance its systems by deploy-
ing innovative solutions, offering world class
services and products in line with its strategy of
benefiting from technology in all fields and busi-
nesses. This strengthens KFH’s position in the
global markets, while contributes in achieving
the best profitability,” said KFH-Group CEO Mazin
Saad Al-Nahedh.

He added on the sidelines of launching full
automated Straight Through Process (STP) in

Treasury dealing activity in collaboration with
Path Solutions that has earned a stellar reputa-
tion in providing state-of-the-art software solu-
tions and services, and Thomson Reuters, that
KFH is the first bank on the level of Islamic banks
in the region to have implemented a full auto-
mated (STP) in treasury dealing activity. This reit-
erates KFH’s keenness to maintain its pioneering
position and prestigious status a global leading
Islamic financial institution. 

Nahedh continued: “Straight Through

Process (STP) contributes in creating a para-
digm shift in the activities of treasury. The new-
ly implemented solution will reduce all the
manual work and will certainly boost the bank’s
operational efficiency.” 

Meanwhile, Chief Treasury Officer-KFH-
Group Abdulwahab Alroshood stated that the
successful implementation and Go Live of STP
solution at KFH puts the bank at foremost
Islamic financial institutions in the world and
the pioneer in utilizing technological develop-
ment in its banking operations. He indicated
that the system is comprehensive and serves all
functions in the treasur y depar tment.  I t
improves performance, yet efficiently reduces
cost and mitigates risk.

He further added that KFH is a role model
for Islamic banks to follow suit, indicating KFH
is a global leader in the Islamic financial servic-
es industry. He expressed his gratitude and
appreciation to Path Solution and Thomson
Reuters teams for their dedication and continu-
ous suppor t al l  through the deployment
process. He extended his thanks to the Treasury
and the IT staff at KFH in recognition of their
efforts in implementing this system. 

Mohammad Khateeb Chairman and CEO
Path Solutions expressed his pride in collabo-
rating with KFH, the world leading Islamic
financial institution, indicting it was an honor
to implement a new system at KFH. This system
would encourage other Islamic banks to follow
suit. When implementing the system we took
into consideration achieving comprehensive
operational efficiency in a secure and accurate
manner, while providing KFH users with real-
time visibility and auto update of data, Khateeb
concluded. 

Meanwhile,  Nadim Najjar,  Managing
Director, MENA, Thomson Reuters said “we take
pride in launching this new system. KFH is the
first Islamic bank in the GCC to benefit from the
several solutions provided by the system. It
contributes in addressing the bank’s ambitious
plan of expanding its businesses in an innova-
tive manner. Thomson Reuters is committed
towards supporting the banks and financial
institutions in the regions. It constantly partici-
pates in enhancing and offering new solutions
in efforts to increase efficiency and ensure the
best and optimal utilization of systems.

KFH first Islamic bank in region implements

full automated (STP) in treasury dealing activity

In Collaboration with Path Solutions and Thomson Reuters

KFH-Group CEO Mazin Saad Al-Nahedh, KFH Officials and Officials from Path
Solutions and Reuters

KUWAIT: Ambassador of Belgium to Kuwait Andy Detaille hosted a reception
recently to celebrate his country’s National Day. Top state officials, diplomats
and other dignitaries attended the event. —Photos by Joseph Shagra
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By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Fifth constituency parliamentary
candidate Faisal Al-Khalidy said the youth
have many concerns and problems that were
not tackled in the previous National Assembly.
He said more than 30,000 Kuwaiti youth suffer
from unemployment, while most of them have
postgraduate degrees in various specialties.

Khalidy told Kuwait Times he is looking for-
ward to an Assembly of achievements, as the
coming years will be tough and “we are in
need of a strong Assembly that can defend cit-
izens’ rights, especially over the government’s
shortcomings”. He said despite the financial
abundance the state enjoys, there is clear evi-
dence of a lack of financial management to
resolve citizens’ problems. He said it is neces-
sary to pay attention to education because it
contributes to the development of the society
and the human element, and without it coun-
tries cannot progress.

Youth concerns
Kuwait Times: As you belong to the youth

category, have you placed youth concerns,
sufferings and demands in your program?

Faisal Al-Khalidy: Youth have concerns,
problems and issues that were not dealt with
justice in the previous Assembly. More than
30,000 Kuwaiti youth are unemployed and
most of them have postgraduate degrees in
various specialties.

KT: How do you predict the formation of
the next Assembly will be?

Khalidy: We are looking forward to an
Assembly of achievements, as the coming years
will be tough and we are in need of a strong
Assembly that can defend citizens’ rights, as the
government is ineffective.

KT: Is there a problem with financial resources
that causes some of the problems in the country?

Khalidy: Despite the financial abundance the
state enjoys, it is clear there is a lack of patriotic
sense to resolve citizen’s problems.

Treatment abroad
KT: What are your views or treatment abroad

during the three years of parliament?

Khalidy: The budget for treatment abroad
reached more than KD 600 million because of
sending those who don’t deserve it abroad. I
demand a serious pause to tackle this issue.

KT: What is the solution in your view to
reduce expenses of treatment abroad?

Khalidy: Among the most feasible solutions
is to sign contracts with specialist doctors from
abroad and bring them to hospitals here, so that
money can be saved.

Education
KT: Does education have a place in your pro-

gram?
Khalidy: It is necessary to take interest in

education because it contributes to the true

development of the society.
KT: Is there a defect in the current school cur-

ricula that needs correction?
Khalidy: Yes, the current curricula do not

provide any benefit to students and should be
replaced. Teaching methods need to be devel-
oped too.

Bedoons
KT: The bedoon issue has been ignored by

many candidates. What is your opinion?
FK: The bedoon issue should be resolved, as

there are many who have sacrificed their
wealth and children for the service of the coun-
try, and it is necessary that they receive their
rights in full.

Candidates Speak

We need strong assembly that

defends citizens’ rights: Khalidy
Candidate discusses treatment abroad, education, bedoons

l More than 30,000 Kuwaiti youth are unemployed
l There is a lack of patriotic sense to resolve citizen’s prob-

lems
l The budget for treatment abroad reached more than KD

600 million
l The current curricula do not provide any benefit to stu-

dents
l There are many [bedoons] who have sacrificed their

wealth and children for the service of the country

Fifth constituency candidate Faisal Al-Khalidy’s poster, with a motto that reads
‘Together for a better future... Youth will make their voice heard.’

Behind every candidate, a sincere,

hardworking wife pushing ahead

An influential character who leads a specialized team
KUWAIT: A political candidate’s wife is the
major supporter and advocate of her husband.
Being the closest person to a nominee, a wife is
most valuable in an election campaign. Wives of
the candidates standing for the upcoming
National Assembly (parliament) elections due in
less than a week’s time are no exception; many
of them are throwing their weight behind their
spouses, each hoping for a parliament seat for
her husband.

Several wives have been taking care of hus-
bands’ election campaigns, a hard task, a chal-
lenge, that requires an influential character, to
select and lead a specialized team. Most of them
mainly depend on social relations, which have
proved so effective to attract fellow women.
Also, a wife is expected to make visits and hold
meet with people to explain the ideas a candi-
date is adopting for his campaign to lure sup-
porters.

Major supporter
It goes like this ‘behind every successful

man, there is a woman,’ thus believes Mariam
Al-Mullah, whose husband Salman Al-Attar is
running for elections in the First Constituency.
A wife is the major supporter of her husband,
and has to back him morally, and psychologi-
cally, to achieve the aspired goal, she said in an
interview.

According to Mullah, a candidate’s wife has to
be socially intelligent which helps her form a
wide and a strong circle of relations with voters
from different classes. She learns about their
demands and aspirations, and conveys them to
the potential MP.

Mullah communicates directly with female
voters, no embarrassment or affectation. She has
already visited women gatherings and listened
to their ‘legitimate’ and demands from the 2016
parliament. These are topped with rights of wid-

ows and people with special needs, as well as
those of Kuwaiti women married to foreigners.

Mullah has helped husband draw up the
major points on his election manifesto, as she is
closer to people’s expectations and concerns. In
addition, she encourages her five kids to join the
father’s campaign, under her supervision.

Hand in hand
Manaber Al-Gharib,  wife of  Fif th

Constituency candidate Hussein Al-Hadba Al-
Rasheedi, is working hand in hand with her
husband, and together they take care of the
minute details of his campaign, which focuses
mainly on issues of education, health, women
and youth, she told KUNA.

Rasheedi and Gharib are both academics at
the Public Authority for Applied Education and
Training (PAAET). This has been vital for the
harmony in vision and common planning for
standing for the parliamentary elections and
organizing the campaign, she said.

Part of Gharib’s support to her husband is
that she is keen on providing a calm cosy
home, where he finds comfort after long days
of hard work; election rallies, TV and radio
interviews and replying journalists’ questions.

‘I never forget my role as a wife and a moth-
er, namely morally backing the members of my
family and creating emotional balance at
home,’ she said, noting that her eldest son is
charge of the father’s campaign, managing it
through social networking. Kids have a signifi-
cant role to play in the race to the parliament,
the PAAET academic stressed.

Full support
Sheik ha Al-Mutair i ,  wife of  Omar Al-

Tabtabei, a candidate for the second con-
stituency, said that as soon as he decided to
join the race, she offered him full support.
Tabtabei ’s  decision to stand for the 2016
National  Assembly elections,  s lated for
November 26,  fol lowed a long period of
national work with various social categories
and of different ages, focusing on activities
and initiatives on reform and development,
Mutairi said. ‘As I am well aware of his keenness
to address issues and problems related to the
Kuwaiti society, I was the first to back him,’ she
added.

Mutairi lavishes unrelenting efforts to com-
municate with the constituency electorate,
and listens to their views, demands and hopes,
then transferring the to the candidate. She is
very pleased with the role she plays, saying
that the voter’s aspirations vary, related to
social, economic and trade issues.

Female electorate look beyond social rights,
and ask for amending laws on free business
and entrepreneurship to encourage the
Kuwaiti women play a more effective role for
the good of the society. —KUNA

KUWAIT: As parliamentary candidates
across the nation scramble to woo voters
just a week away from elections on
November 26, there is a segment of society
these hopefuls might have forgotten about,
the deaf-mute.

Though highly overlooked, it would only
bode well for a candidate to have this seg-
ment of the population on his or her side.
With lofty promises and catchy slogans
being an inextricable part of many of this
year’s election campaigns, the absence of
sign language is easily palpable as candi-
dates step up election rhetoric as we near
Election Day.

Moreover, the deaf-mute are left to ques-
tion whether the parliamentary candidates
have failed to take them into consideration,
which risks alienating a segment that could
prove decisive in determining the outcome
of this election, in the event of a close race in
any of the electoral constituencies.

In an attempt to find out if the absence
of sign language has caused this segment of
the population to stand aloof as it relates to
the upcoming elections, KUNA interviewed
Jaber Al-Kanderi, a member of this commu-
nity and an official at the Asia-Pacific Deaf
Sports Confederation (APDSC). “Most, if not
all of the candidates have failed to include
sign language as part of their election cam-
paigns,” Kandari said, jotting down his words
on a piece of paper.

Meanwhile, when asked which one of the

candidates he can most relate to, Kanderi,
who is mute, is visibly “indifferent.” “This elec-
tion to me is no different than any of the
past ones,” he quipped. “I haven’t been to
any of these election seminars because I
would not have a clue what the candidate is
trying to convey to the voters.”

An avid gym-goer, Kanderi spoke of how
helpful social media has been to familiarize
the deaf-mute community with all of the lat-
est election happenings and the different
ideologies of the candidates contesting the
elections. “The meteoric growth of social
media has certainly paid ultimate dividends
for us,” he said.

Furthermore, the APDSC official
described himself as a fervent social media
user, noting that most candidates promul-
gate their thoughts and goals on their
Twitter accounts. “I have come across many
Twitter accounts belonging to some of the
prominent names in this year’s election,” he
said, adding that with the growth of social
media, candidates can communicate with
the electorate online.

“Turning out for these seminars is not
necessary nowadays,” Kanderi said, noting
that the process of getting acquainted with
all of the candidates and their campaigns is
only a click away. With results expected in a
week’s time, Kanderi noted that social media
is sure to be teeming with the announce-
ment of the winners. “I will stay connected,”
he said. —KUNA

Jaber Al-Kanderi, an official at the Asia-Pacific Deaf Sports Confederation (APDSC)

Absence of sign language 

in election campaigns 

befuddles the disabled

Constituency switch: Tactic

to win seat in parliament
KUWAIT: Many candidates con-
testing parliamentary elections
due on November  26 have
employed numerous strategies
and ploys to maximize their
chances of winning a much cov-
eted seat in Parliament.

O n e  m a n e u ve r  t h a t  h a s
been in vogue in the run up to
this  year ’s  e lec t ion is  some -
t h i n g  k n ow n  a s  t h e,  “co n -
stituency switch” where candi-
dates would file their candida-
cies in a new constituency in a
bid to increase the likelihood
of success.

However, this ploy certainly
requires  shrewdness  on the
part of the candidate, where a
thorough study of the lineups
of each constituency is needed,
in addition to a shift in ideolo-
gies to cater to the needs and
wishes  of  the e lec torates  in
each constituency.

Moreover, another reason for
the constituency switch is insta-
bility or forms of chicanery that
have plagued some constituen-
cies, most notably, reports of
“unlawful  consultat ions” in

some const i tuencies  have
become commonplace.

Fur thermore,  two Kuwait i
academics reasoned that there

is  more to  the const i tuenc y
switch than mere aspirations of
success.  “Social  and political
fac tors  ref lec t ive  of  st r i fe
amongst rivaling tribes, families
and sects figure into things,”
they said.

Several reasons
Sociology professor at Kuwait

University (KU) Ali Al-Zaabi noted
that a candidate’s move from one

constituency to another usually
involves tribal, familial and intel-
lectual reasons. Kuwaiti society,
Zaabi noted, is governed by rigid
social and familial values that
determine how appealing or
acceptable a candidate is found

to be.  “A social obligation is
thrust upon a candidate when he
makes the move from one con-
stituency to another,” he added.

Meanwhile, professor of com-
munications at KU Dr
Abdurrazzaq Al-Shayji said that
the constituency switch first
emerged in the 1980s, where can-
didates typically favor contesting
elections in a constituency that is
void intellectual, tribal, economic
and sectarian unrest.

“When candidates move to
another constituency, it is
because they don’t l ike their
chances of success,” Al-Shayji said.
However, he underscored that
candidates need to make major
tweaks to their election cam-
paigns in order to connect with a
new electorate.

“Some candidates make the
switch on grounds of preventing
rivals from winning a seat in par-
liament,” he said. Candidates with
the greatest chances of success
are those who have the ability to
sway voters with enticing sugges-
tions and campaign promises, he
pointed out. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah will
patronize a special ceremony to honor
the winners of the Salem Al-Ali
Informatics Award (SAIA). The event takes
place tomorrow starting from 10:00 am
at Bayan Palace, said Sheikha Ayeda
Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah, SAIA’s head of
board of trustees. SAIA is being held for
the 16th year in a row this year, and dur-
ing this time the award has contributed
to enriching technological projects
throughout the Arab world, Sheikha
Ayeda added. She further indicated that
the informatics accolade will be granted
during the ceremony to Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT). 

Amir to honor SAIA

winners tomorrow

Dr Ali Al-Zaabi Dr Abdurrazzaq Al-Shayji

Sheikha Ayeda Al-Sabah
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KUWAIT: Kuwaitis perform the ‘Ardha’ folklore dance during an event held recently at the Boulevard Park in Salmiya. In Arabian history, the dance was originally performed by tribesmen before
going to war. It has transformed today to become a common feature in celebrations, weddings, cultural and national events held across the Arabian Peninsula. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

News Agencies
BAKU: The 16th General  Assembly of the
Organization of Asia-Pacific News Agencies (OANA)
announced yesterday that the Azerbaijan State
News Agency (AZERTAC) will chair the organization
while Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) will become a
member of its technical committee. Chairman and
Director General  of  KUNA and President of
Federation of Arab News Agencies (FANA) Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Sabah took part in the OANA
General Assembly. —KUNA

Diabetes congress 
DOHA: The 2nd Arab Diabetes Medical
Congress kicked off Friday to discuss the latest
technology related to prevention of disease,
with the participation of a large number of
researchers and doctors across the globe.
Several researchers and doctors from GCC and
Arab states are taking part in the congress to
discuss new ideas on how to make progress in
the prevention of the disease. —KUNA

Successful drills
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday congratulated
Bahraini Interior Minister Sheikh Rashed bin
Abdullah Al Khalifa on the success of “Arabian
Gulf Security I  Exercise” held in Manama on
November 15-16. The Kuwaiti minister also appre-
ciated efforts exerted by Bahrain to ensure ideal
Gulf  dri l ls  that stressed the signif icance of
Arabian Gulf security and stability. — KUNA

In Brief

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications com-
pany in Kuwait, announced that its volunteering team
participated in a humanitarian visit to Syrian refugees
and displaced families in Northern and Southern
Lebanon as well as Beqaa Governorate. The trip came
as part of Zain’s ongoing humanitarian strategic part-
nership with the Kuwait Red Crescent Society.

Zain participated in this humanitarian trip as part of
its Corporate Sustainability and Social Responsibility
strategy, under which comes its extended partnership
with KRCS with the aim of enriching Zain’s contribu-
tions in various humanitarian and charitable efforts
and initiatives inside and outside of Kuwait. 

Zain’s team, consisting of employees who volun-
teered for this trip, traveled to Lebanon with an official
KRCS delegation, through which they visited multiple
KRCS-supported destinations to offer aid and support.
The trip included a visit to the Lebanese Bakeries proj-
ect where bread is baked and distributed to 1000 dis-
placed families daily. The team also visited Dar Al Zahra
Hospital, which specializes in prosthetic parts where
aid is provided to injured individuals. 

The trip also included a visit to Orange Nassau, a
governmental hospital that specializes in Dialysis and
offers treatment to refugees and displaced families on
a daily basis. Additionally, the trip included a field visit
to several camps where winter clothes and essentials
were distributed to refugees and an entertainment
event was held for children and families. 

Zain’s volunteers also visited a water plant and dis-
tributed water to the families, and visited the thermal
insulation project where they helped installing thermal
insulators on tents in the refugee camps. The team also
distributed aid relief kits on five different camps. 

As part of Zain’s partnership with KRCS, the compa-
ny recently donated KD 30,000 for a campaign that
supports the education of underprivileged children in
Kuwait. The educational support campaign aims to
provide equal opportunities to educate children of
low-income families who are unable to pay school
tuition fees. Zain also recently launched awareness
messages through SMS and social media to raise
awareness about this campaign and inform the public
of the available official donation channels.

KRCS launched a number of donation campaigns in
Kuwait to support underprivileged families, children,
people in need of healthcare, and others by providing
expensive medical supplies and medicine, facilitating
visits to hospitals, bearing the costs of school tuition
fees, as well as securing essential food supplies.  

KRCS also launched a range of initiatives and charity
donation campaigns that aim at helping people in
need outside of Kuwait by providing food and medical
supplies to the most affected cases of violence in
Palestine, Iraq, Yemen, as well as Syrian refuges in
Jordan and Lebanon. Additionally, the society’s sup-
ports covers areas in Africa including Somalia, Tanzania,
Ethiopia, Djibouti and other east African countries with
the aim of providing access to water, food, security and
healthcare.  Zain also partnered with KRCS and the
Avenues to launch a charity initiative that supported
disadvantaged children through the use of smart
screens. The campaign aimed at encouraging mall visi-
tors to donate a small amount of money to support dis-
advantaged children who are in need of immediate
help because of war or natural disasters. Several digital
smart screens were placed throughout the Avenues
mall and used a creative solution to attract and encour-

age mall visitors to donate. 
It is worth mentioning that Zain has previously been

awarded with the Gold Award for Excellence in
Corporate Social Responsibil ity from the Arab
Organization for Social Responsibility. The company
spares no efforts in maintaining its social commitments
and human spirit through multiple initiatives like sup-
porting humanitarian aid campaigns during the past

turmoil period, in which the company offered free calls
and SMS services to Palestine for a whole week, in addi-
tion to providing the opportunity for its customers to
donate by sending a free text message that is donated
to humanitarian aid to the people of Gaza. In addition,
the company donated an amount of half a million US
dollars that was earmarked for food and medical sup-
plies for the needy. 

Zain volunteers participate in trip to aid Syrian refugees

MALABO: In its drive to deepen and expand relations with
the African Continent, Kuwait juggles economic, develop-
ment and humanitarian action with diplomatic one. Relations
with African nations has been a top issue in Kuwait’s foreign
policy. In this regard, the Kuwaiti government has unveiled
several initiatives to give impetus to development marches in
African developing countries.

Kuwait hosting of the 3rd Afro-Arab summit in November
2013 and the initiative made by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to allocate $1 billion to
finance development projects in African countries in five
years, to come through low-interest loans, have shown the
Gulf country’s great interest in fostering strong relations with-
the  Continent.

Kuwait has kept promises it made in the previous summit
of meeting the needs of African countries of improving their
economy, infrastructure, food security, agriculture and devel-
opment projects; hence bettering the lives of its people. The
3rd Summit adopted a new partnership strategy and a joint
plan of action. The two regions reviewed progress made in
the three years since, and deliberated on how to strengthen
their cooperation in ways that would live up to the expecta-
tions of their citizens in terms of socio cultural and economic
development based on the principles of equality, mutual
interest and respect.

Kuwait also launched a $1 million worth prize to scientific
researches on topics focused on development in Africa. The
winner of this year’s edition of the prize would be honored in
a ceremony to be held on Wednesday on the sidelines of the
4th Afro-Arab summit, which will be held in Equatorial
Guinea on November 23, 2016.

The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development
(KFAED), the state’s agency for the provision and administra-
tion of financial and technical assistance to developing coun-
tries, have entered in partnerships with 30 African countries.
Moreover, the Kuwait Investment Authority has also pumped
huge capitals into the infrastructure, energy, agriculture and
industry sectors in Africa. Earlier this month, Kuwait handed
over a special project to enhance the medical services deliv-
ery system at the African Union Commission (AUC)
Headquarters. Welcoming the project, the AUC Chairperson
Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma said it was very important as it
serves as a practical symbol of solidarity between the African
Union and the government of Kuwait.

She then added that the AU has a memorandum of
understanding with the government of Kuwait that includes
the next phase after this one. “It will support the Africa
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), an
institution critical towards building resilience and coordina-
tion in the continent to manage and prevent the spread of
diseases.” Kuwait has also rushed to help African countries
hit by the recent outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus. His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah donated $5 million to the World Health Organization
and the United Nations Office for Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs to help qualify medical centers in the
virus-hit countries to deal with the emergency. Kuwait’s
non-government organizations such as Kuwait Red
Crescent Society, the International Islamic Charitable
Organization, the Islamic Heritage Revival Society have
been providing financial, technical and humanitarian aid to
many African countries. In recognition of his great humani-
tarian action, the United Nations proclaimed His Highness
the Amir a ‘Humanitarian Leader ’ and Kuwait a
‘Humanitarian Center’ on September 9, 2014.— KUNA

Kuwait integrates
humanitarian action with

development in Africa 
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By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and
Industry Yousif Al-Ali announced the begin-
ning of an operation to resolve the problem
of accumulated used tires and burial of
waste in Rehayya, and promised that the
‘used tire cemetery’ will start to vanish by
2017. Speaking while inspecting the area,
Ali announced putting Cabinet decision
1403/2015 pertaining burial of waste and
tires in Rehayya into practice almost after 10
years of its issuance. “The countdown has
begun,” he said, noting that a comprehen-
sive plan had been set to resolve the prob-
lem of used tires in the area, in addition to
future landfills. 

Ali explained that used tires would be
shredded and moved to Salmi to recycle
them according to standard environmental
specifications by qualified factories, where
special machines will shred 25 tons per
hour. “This means getting rid of these tires

in six months,” he underlined, pointing out
that the companies qualified to execute the
process will not cost state funds anything.

US foreign policies
Under the auspices and with the pres-

ence of the Supreme Planning and
Development Council Chairman Khaled
Mahdi, Kuwait Center for General Policies
(KCGP) organized a talk titled ‘The Future of
US Foreign Policies after the Presidential
Election’ to discuss its possible impact on
Kuwait and GCC states. The lecture was
delivered by Erik Peterson; Managing
Director of Global Business Policy Council
(GBPC) and was attended by foreign diplo-
mats in Kuwait. Mahdi stressed that KCGP
plans to organize more talks in collabora-
tion with international advisors to set well-
planned general policies to serve Kuwait’s
five year plans. Mahdi added that KCGP
would act as a think-tank to help decision
makers set general policies. 

‘Used tire cemetery’ to disappear shortly: Commerce Minister

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry Yousif Al-Ali and other officials inspect the site of used tires and waste disposal in Rehayya
yesterday. —Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Statistics issued by the Civil Services
Commission (CSC) revealed that there are 10,853
job vacancies available in government bodies.
Statistics showed that the vacancies include 10
for PhD holders, 23 for holders of master ’s
degrees, 6,199 for university degree holders,
2,614 for diploma holders and 1,679 for high
school graduates with two years or more of
training. Other CSC statistics showed that 15,686
citizens have already registered with it, waiting
to be appointed in government bodies, includ-
ing 2,642 university graduates and 1,505 with
diplomas. 

Retroactive allowance
The Ministry of Education (MoE) has again

contacted the finance ministry requesting a fur-
ther amount of KD 47,575,890 to pay the
retroactive rent allowance to female expat
teachers. A letter signed by MoE Undersecretary
Dr Haitham Al-Athari on July 26, 2016 urged the
finance ministry for the extra funds to pay the
teachers the difference as per CSC decision num-
ber 4/2016. 

Waiting times
Farwaniya Hospital’s Director Dr Hani Al-Mutairi

said the hospital launched a new plan to reduce
waiting times at the hospital’s radiology depart-

ment. Speaking to reports on the sidelines of a
ceremony held at the hospital to celebrate World
Radiology Day, Mutairi said the hospital had been
recently equipped with advanced ultrasound
scanners that would help reduce waiting times
from three months to only three weeks. He also
noted that waiting time for an MRI examination
would be cut from six months to only four weeks. 

Entry visas
The Charge d’Affaies at Iraq’s Embassy to

Kuwait Yaseen Ibrahim Ahmed announced
granting over 12,000 entry visas to Kuwaitis to
commemorate the fortieth day after Imam
Hussein’s martyrdom. 

10,853 public sector
jobs available: CSCBy Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Traffic police launched a three-
day inspection campaign that resulted in
arresting eight people and impounding
66 bikes and ATVs, the Ministry of
Interior’s relations and security media
department announced yesterday. The
department explained that ministerial
decision number 245/1983 banned rid-
ing ATVs on main roads, highways and in

residential and coastal areas. The decision
also authorized traffic police to impound
the ATVs without any responsibility for
any damage caused to them. The deci-
sion also said owners can only reclaim
the ATVs after paying all fees and fines as
well as the cost of impounding them for a
maximum period of two months. The
decision reminded people that bikes and
ATVs can only be used in desert areas,
unpaved roads and special tracks. 

Eight arrested, 66 bikes, ATVs
impounded in crackdown

KUWAIT: A 26-year-old citizen was arrest-
ed for multiple robberies of spare parts
and contents of impounded vehicles at
the municipality garage in Saad Al-
Abdullah. Security sources noted that
after managing to evade arrest several
times, the suspect was ambushed and
arrested red-handed. In another case,
Jahra detectives located a vehicle that had
been reported stolen abandoned in Sharq.
Security sources said further investiga-
tions are in progress to identify the thief.
Separately, a citizen was arrested for rent-
ing a luxury vehicle and not returning it to
the rental office. 

Drug possession
A bedoon was arrested in Jahra with four

bags of meth and two hashish joints.
Meanwhile, an Egyptian man wanted for a
four-year prison sentence was arrested in
Hawally with illicit pills. Separately, a citizen
was arrested for drug abuse and possession
of drugs, said security sources, noting that a
police patrol stopped the suspect when he
was spotted dancing in his seat while driving.

Harassers caught
A number of young men were arrested

in Nuzha for loitering around the area’s co-
op and harassing passersby.  —Al-Rai

Impounded vehicles’
thief arrested

KUWAIT: Preparations for the Horeca Kuwait
2017 exhibition are steadily progressing, and
the event is attracting more companies to take
part, since it is an event which provides a gold-
en opportunity to exchange expertise to meet
the local market’s needs and future expansion
plans.  In this regard, Bano Professional Mix
Company’s General Manager Tawfiq Essam Al-
Hashwi announced the company’s intention to
take part in the exhibition as a silver sponsor,
especially after the remarkable success Horeca
had achieved over the past few years. 

Hashwi stressed that Bano Professional Mix

is a prestigious name in supplying raw materi-
als, equipment and machinery for the indus-
tries of chocolate, bakery, pastry, and ice cream,
with a vision of supplying only under high
quality standards. “Bano has over 20 years of
experience in the Middle East, namely in
Kuwait and GCC markets,” he added. 

“Persistence, confidence and experience in
this industry is our drive for the constant suc-
cess for a pioneered future with our ‘Passion for
Excellence’ motto, which places us on the map
of attainment to be simply what we are,” said
Hashwi. He added that commitment to quality
products and service leads experts and profes-
sionals to Bano, and keeps it in a constant
search for suppliers of excellent products for
granting continuous support to customers in
the precise technique. 

Horeca Kuwait 2017 has so far attracted
over 70 companies which are set to display
their products in the presence of a group of
international experts, chefs and a large group
of company and hotel owners.  The exhibition
is organized by Leaders Group in collaboration
with Hospitality Services Company at Kuwait
International Fairgrounds in Mishref in the peri-
od of January 16-18, 2017.   

KUWAIT: Over the past two weeks, the Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) released 51,000 hamour fish it had farmed into Kuwait’s
national waters to boost national fish resources. The fish were released off Failaka and Kubbar islands, Julaia, Messila, Fintas, Ras Al-Ajouz,
Haishan, southern coasts, Fahaheel and natural reservations. — By Meshaal Al-Enezi

Bano Professional Mix
joins Horeca Kuwait 2017

Tawfiq Al-Hashwi
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The Sultanate is nowadays celebrating its 46th
National Day, the 18th of November anniversary,
which remains carved deeply in the memory of

the Omani people, and whose benign reality projects
itself everywhere on the landscape. This historic date
represents a major turning point in the life of Omani
citizens. 

Since the outset of the Omani modern renaissance
under the leadership of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin
Said 46 years ago, Oman has entered into a new stage
of its glorious history. The country was on a tryst with
the launch of a comprehensive strategy to establish a
prosperous present and a promising future. 

The renaissance strategy covered all aspects of
life and its outreach prevailed at all levels-on the
domestic front and on external relations, thus
offering the Sultanate an admirable status among
sisterly and friendly countries in this region and in
the world at large.

Because Oman has a deep-rooted history and a
prominent location, it has always played a vital role at
different epochs. The prudent vision of Sultan Qaboos
drew insights from Oman’s history and its strategic
location. 

The Sultan has had a dream of establishing a mod-
ern state that enjoys peace, security and stability and
achieves a better life for the Omani people. Not only
that, this vision inspired the leader’s aspiration that
peace, security and stability might prevail in the Gulf
region, the surrounding region and the world at large,
so that all countries and their peoples would enjoy
constant growth and prosperity.  

The National Day represents an opportunity for
the Omani people to express their deep thanks and
gratitude to the builder of modern Oman. It is also an
opportunity to ponder on the achievements and
objectives of various types of national action. 

The renaissance accomplishments are actually a
source of pride for all and they are an incentive to
exert more efforts to achieve further achievements.
Attention to be accorded to citizens and provide them
with all the basic services should always be placed on
top of development plans, the Sultan confirmed.

The year 2016 forms a turning point in the Omani
development track with a view to safeguarding
achievements made over the past 46 years in accor-
dance with Vision 2020 objectives. These objectives
include providing jobs for Omani youths, focusing
efforts on social solidarity through education, training,
health and human resources development and
improving economic diversification through the
development of promising sectors: converting indus-
tries, logistics services, transport, tourism, fisheries and
mining.

Foreign Policy
Over the years of the blessed renaissance, Sultan

Qaboos has shaped the Omani foreign policy in accor-
dance with solid principles founded on consistency,
balance, clarity and rationality in establishing relations
with countries of the world and in tackling various
regional and international issues.  This Oman foreign
policy stems from the country’s strategic location, its
deep-rooted history and its spirit of belonging and
solidarity with Arab and Islamic world. 

In various local and international occasions, Sultan
Qaboos has reaffirmed the fundamentals and princi-
ples of that policy when establishing friendly relations

with different countries of the world. The Sultan laid
emphasis on joint cooperation, exchange of benefits
and interests, establishment of good relations with
neighboring countries, non-interference in the inter-
nal affairs of others and mutual respect for the rights
and policies of countries. 

Oman advocates commitment to principles of jus-
tice, fairness, peace and harmony, the settlement of
disputes by peaceful means and the safeguarding of
security and stability in the region. This is in addition
to respecting international charters and treaties, com-
mitment to rules of the international law and support-
ing issues of legitimate cause in global arenas. Omani
diplomacy implemented the enlightened thought of
Sultan Qaboos in developing good foreign relations
and utilizing that for the service of national develop-
ment and the settlement of many regional and inter-
national issues and crises. 

The Sultanate has been enhancing efforts for
peace and continuously supporting peaceful initia-
tives in various regional disputes, working for rap-
prochement so that these issues could see a success-
ful end that guarantees the intactness of countries
and the interests of their peoples on the basis of par-
ticipation, justice and equality. 

Based on the stock of confidence accorded to it by
conflicting parties, the Sultanate has thus exerted
efforts to push forward the Yemeni negotiations and
develop rapprochement between disputing parties,
mainly to remove the cause of the ongoing war in
Yemen. 

Since the beginning, the Sultanate tackled the
Yemeni crisis in a clear and frank manner. Its sincere
initiatives in this regard began in Muscat in August
2015 and continued through negotiations in Kuwait
on April 21, 2016. Oman’s action derived insight from
a prudent vision that perceives the deep impact of
conflict in the sisterly state of Yemen. 

Oman also acted from a conviction that a delay in
establishing peace will cost the next Yemeni genera-
tions decades of suffering. Human suffering in Yemen
has already become enormous and the country’s
infrastructure has been demolished. The impact of the
conflict in Yemen is also crippling political, economic,
security and social ties in Yemen and beyond. The tur-
moil in Yemen is one of the main conflicts in the
Middle East that derails development by increasing
the armament race is causing further tensions.

Search and rescue: Following the directives of
Sultan Qaboos, the Sultanate also contributed to find-
ing and releasing foreign hostages who went missing
in war zones. This is in addition to Oman’s initiatives to
rescue the lives of many other people through its
reception of those injured in the Yemen war and pro-
viding them with treatment. The injured were offered
assistance mainly as Yemenis, irrespective of which
camp they belong to. This gesture is based on the con-
cepts of good neighborliness, fraternity and coopera-
tion that distinguish the Omani diplomacy.

A similar gesture was made towards resolving the
Libyan political issue. Oman hosted a meeting of the
main consultative authority of the Libyan constitution
in which 32 members of the authority took part. The
talks were hosted by the city of Salalah with effect
from the 18th of March 2016 and lasted three weeks
in a quiet environment seeking to end the rift
between the Libyan people. The Omani efforts met
with success because the talks led to the production

of constitution draft to be presented to the Libyan
people for a referendum. 

State of Institutions
Coordination and cooperation between the leg-

islative and executive authorities constitute the salient
features of Omani Shura, a methodology to achieve
the interests of citizens and the homeland through
the implementation of programs of development and
review of performance-thanks to an ever-expanding
participation of citizens in the decision-making
process.

The opening of the Supreme Court’s edifice on
May 25, 2016 came in complementation of the judicial
institutions’ schema and serves as a symbol of Sultan
Qaboos’s attention towards providing a suitable envi-
ronment for justice practice in the Sultanate and his
concern for the setting up of amenities to facilitate cit-
izens’ access to their rights.

Municipal Councils
The Council of Oman (with its bicameral bodies of

State Council and Majlis Ash’shura) has been helping
in implementing development program and finding
solutions to economic and social obstacles. The
Municipal Councils emerge as another consultative
arm that offers views and recommendations about
means to develop municipal services. 

Economic Development and Food Security
In the backdrops of dwindling oil prices and their

impacts on the country’s budget, the Sultanate has
adopted a host of measures to guarantee the sound-
ness of the state’s financial position. It capitalized on
enhancing economic growth by continuing develop-
mental projects of economic and social priority and by
providing proper support to furnish an encouraging
environment for private sector investments. 

In the meantime, the Sultanate continued to
maintain basic public services. The state’s budget this
year focused on a set of procedures, namely: increas-
ing the flexibility and sustainability of the fiscal sys-
tem, rescheduling public resources by increasing oil
revenues’ contribution to the state’s total revenues
and, diminishing dependence on oil resources and
raising the capacity of state-owned companies by
founding holding companies whose job is to draft
plans and strategies in accordance with new gover-
nance principles.

Estimated total revenues in the 2016 budget stood
at RO 8.6 billion, of them RO 4.56 billion as net oil rev-
enues, RO 1.6 billion as gas revenues and RO 2.4 bil-
lion as current revenues.

In the first half of 2016, the Sultanate’s oil produc-
tion increased to 1 million barrels per day as against
970,000 bpd in the corresponding period in 2015.
Accordingly, Oman’s crude and condensates rose by
182 million barrels per day by mid-2016, compared to
175.6 million barrels per day by mid-2015. 

In the meantime, oil exports rose from 154.8 mil-
lion barrels to 164.5 million barrels. However, the aver-
age price of Oman Crude dropped to $35 in the first
six months this year, from $59.3 during the correspon-
ding period in 2015.

A new economic development this year (2016) has
been the addition of Ras Markaz area to the Special
Economic Zone in Duqm (SEZAD), raising the total size
of the economic zone from 1,745 square kilometres to

2,000 square kilometres. The Ras Markaz area will be
developed to receive crude storage activities. Oman
Oil Company looks forward to making Ras Markaz a
global crude storage terminal. 

The plant will be set up in a number of stages and
its storage capacity in the first phase will range from 6
million barrels to 10 million barrels. A 1,600-hectare
are has been allocated for the storage plant. This area
will allow for the setting up of storage facilities that
will accommodate 200 million barrels of crude, which
will expand the basis of development of refineries and
petrochemicals in the SEZAD. 

In addition, SEZAD signed, this year, a cooperation
and land development agreement for the setting up
of the Oman-China Industrial City at Duqm, with its
investments standing at $10.7 billion. The industrial
city will accommodate 35 projects on an area of 1,172
hectares.

SEZAD offers a variety of incentives to investors.
These include a 30-year income tax exemption
(renewable), exemption from customs tax for goods
imported to the SEZAD from abroad and for goods
exported from SEZAD, a 50-year land development
(usufruct) right, also renewable, and it is also allowed
that the full capital of a project is owned by a non-
Omani entity. Investors get all sorts of permits, clear-
ance and approvals through the SEZAD’s one-stop-
shop that offers various incentives to SEZAD investors.

In the meantime, the Ministry of Civil Service
issued a decision allowing government sector
employees to take leave for the setting up and man-
agement of their private projects. In addition, (pend-
ing) decisions pertaining to the allocation of 10 per-
cent of government tenders and procurements to
SMEs were activated.

Within the view that the 9th Five Year Plan (2016-
2020) is the last phase of the Omani economic vision
(Oman 2020), it is understood that what will be
achieved within the framework of Tanfeedh will con-
stitute a solid foundation for the future and will pave
the way for the next Strategic Vision (Oman 2040),
which is being drafted now. 

A tremendous boost to the country’s socioeco-
nomic drive was the issuance of Royal Decree No.
48/2016 on the promulgation of the National Training
Fund. This development goes in line with the national
development needs now and in the future and it sym-
bolizes the Sultan’s keenness to put to action the
objective recommendations and studies aimed at
optimizing the use of human resources.

Program such as Tanfeedh, which caps the 9th Five
Year Plan, and Royal decrees and other Royal direc-
tives reflect the Sultan’s deep understanding and con-
cern for the welfare of citizens.

Transport
The Sultanate is taking steps to set up a network

of tarmac roadS to connect all governorates with a
view to facilitating the movement of citizens and res-
idents across the country and activating trade and
the industrial and tourism sectors, besides connect-
ing the Sultanate to neighboring GCC states.

Some of the major roads being carried out by the
Ministry of Transport and Communications are:
Bidbid-Sur dualization (phases 1 and 2) which
extends 249 kilometres, the Batinah Expressway,
from Batch 1 to 6, which stretches 273 kilometres,
the dualization of Jibrin-Ibri road, second segment,

90 km, the Sinaw-Mahout-Duqm road, segments 1
and 2, 181 km, the Ibri-Yaqul carriageway dualiza-
tion, second phase, 34 km, the Nizwa-Thamrait high-
way dualization, phase 1 and 2, 240 km, the dualiza-
tion of Barka-Nakhl road, 39 km, the dualization of
Mahda-Rowdha road, 58 km and other road projects.

In 2015, the first phase of a public transport
framework study for Muscat Governorate was carried
out. This study aims to develop and interactive
schema that serves all segments of society in accor-
dance with the topmost quality standards with a
view to resolving traffic jams, diminishing environ-
mental impacts and ensuring road safety. 

The plan is being executed by operating some
public transport routes through Oman National
Transport Company (Mwasalat), which managed to
transport more than 2.1 million passengers since the
inauguration of its new logo in November 2015 till
the end of July 2016 at a rate of 10,000 passengers a
day. The company seeks to develop its services in the
fields of cargo operations, electronic booking of tick-
ets, opening of integrate communication centres,
introduction of wireless internet and increasing the
number of routes operated to Al-Dakhiliayh and oth-
er governorates of the Sultanate.

The Ministry of Transport and Communications is
working to draft legislations to regulate land trans-
port activities after the promulgation of Land
Transport Law by Royal Decree No. 10/2016, which
aims to provide the best services for transport of
people and goods.

Tourism
This year the Sultanate started the implementa-

tion of Oman Tourism Strategy (2016-2020) which
aims to provide 500,000 jobs, increase the volume
of expected investments to around RO 19 billion-
12 percent of them to be allocated to the public
sector. The strategy also aims to raise the tourism
sector’s contribution to the GDP by 10 percent by
the year 2040, besides developing the local econo-
my and SMEs.

The tourism strategy focuses on making the
Sultanate one of the most visited tourism designa-
tions by 2040 by targeting 11 million international
tourists and local visitors per annum. It also targets
the utilization of 14 tourist gathering spots like forts,
castles, heritage attractions, nature reserves, Beduin
settlements, coastal lands, deserts of graded colours,
the Sindbad home, relics from the iron age and
bronze age, wadis, springs, mountain villages, mod-
ern Omani villages built to fancy ancient houses, the
Empty Quarter desert, the frankincense route and
the wildlife prairies of Dhofar.

The growth of activity of the tourism sector can
be gauged by the increase of hotel establishments
from 297 in 2014 to 318 establishments in 2015.
During 2015, the revenues of 3-5 star hotels stood at
RO 192.1 million as against 191.5 million in 2014. The
number of hotel occupants stood at 1.2 million,
while hotel occupancy was 57.3 percent.

As a result of the attention accorded to the
tourism sector, the Sultanate occupied the 16th posi-
tion in the global ranking of fast growing tourism
destinations. The Sultanate was the only country to
figure in this rating among Arab states due to its rich
tourism, historical and modern landmarks, coupled
with services extended to tourists. 

Oman marked 46th National
Day on 18th November 2016

Sultan Qaboos Bin Said The Council of Oman Autumn in Salalah

Royal Opera House Muscat Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque Al-Duqm Port

Al-Bustan Palace The Supreme Court of Oman Bahla Fort
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KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia:  More than
10,000 yellow-shirt protesters rallied yester-
day in Kuala Lumpur seeking Malaysian
Prime Minister Najib Razak’s resignation over
a financial scandal, undeterred by a police
ban and the arrest of 20 people, mostly
activists.

Protesters marched in downtown Kuala
Lumpur and later moved to the Petronas
Twin Towers after  fai l ing to enter
Independent Square, the city’s main protest
venue, which was locked down by police
with water-cannon trucks on standby.

Some chanted “Save Democracy ” and
“Bersih, Bersih” - the name of the electoral
reform group that organized the rally. The
name means “clean” in the Malay language.
Former Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad,
who has been spearheading calls for Najib’s
resignation, joined the rally, adding momen-

tum to the demonstration. “Everybody feels
concerned about the kind of government we
have now,” said Mahathir, wearing a yellow
Bersih shirt. “We no longer live under democ-
racy, but a kleptocracy - a nation ruled by
thieves.”

The rally ended peacefully after a down-
pour. Najib, who is attending an Asia-Pacific
summit in Lima, Peru, has kept an iron grip
since corruption allegations emerged two
years ago involving the indebted 1MDB state
fund that he founded. 1MDB is at the center
of investigations in the US and several other
countries.

The prime minister, who has denied any
wrongdoing, has called Bersih “deceitful” and
said the group has become a tool for opposi-
tion parties to unseat a democratically elect-
ed government. “We want to see Malaysia
more developed and not robbed of billions

of ringgit,” singer Wan Aishah Wan Ariffin, an
opposition supporter, said at the rally.

Fifth protest
The protest was the fifth organized by

Bersih, which also held similar demonstrations
Saturday in two Malaysian cities on Borneo
island. Police estimated the Bersih crowd at
15,500. The turnout was less than the 50,000
who attended the last Bersih rally, in August
2015, which also demanded that Najib quit.
Online news portal Malaysiakini put the crowd
Saturday at more than 40,000.

Police on Friday raided the Bersih office and
detained the group’s chairwoman, Maria Chin,
for investigation into “activities detrimental to
parliamentary democracy.” Another 19 people,
mostly politicians and activists, were also
detained on Friday and Saturday to prevent
rioting, police said.

Those detained included ruling party politi-
cian Jamal Mohamad Yunos, whose support-
ers, numbering about 2,500, trooped to down-
town to counter the Bersih rally. Police banned
the rallies by Bersih’s yellow-shirt supporters
and Jamal’s red-shirt group.

Lawyer Eric Paulsen tweeted that Chin was
formally detained Saturday under a security
law meant to be used against terrorists and
can be held for a further 28 days. The other
activists were remanded for several days in
police custody.

Amnesty International slammed the crack-
down and called for the immediate release of
the Bersih activists, describing them as prison-
ers of conscience.  “These arrests are the latest
in a series of crude and heavy-handed
attempts to intimidate Malaysian civil society
activists and other human rights defenders,”
Amnesty said in a statement.

The investigations into 1MDB fund are cen-
tered on allegations of a global embezzlement
and money-laundering scheme. Najib started
the fund shortly after taking office in 2009 to
promote economic development projects, but
the fund accumulated billions in debt over the
years.

The US Justice Department said that at
least $3.5 billion had been stolen from 1MDB
by people close to Najib and initiated action in
July to seize $1.3 billion it said was taken from
the fund to buy assets in the US

The US government complaints also said
that more than $700 million had landed in the
accounts of “Malaysian Official 1.” They did not
name the official, but appear to be referring to
Najib. Support for Najib’s National Front has
eroded in the last two general elections. It
won in 2013, but lost the popular vote for the
first time to an opposition alliance. —AP

Thousands rally for Malaysian PM to leave office
‘Save democracy’ chants heard

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia: Protesters occupy a street during a rally in the downtown area yesterday. —AP

Obama faces tough questions about Trump on last foreign trip
LIMA: Barack Obama faced tough
questions yesterday about Donald
Trump’s victory on the last foreign
visit of his presidency, to a summit
of Pacific leaders that has been
upended by the US election and
concerns about China’s rise.

The US president and other top
world leaders, including China’s Xi
Jinping and Russia’s Vladimir Putin,
are in Lima, Peru for an Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) sum-
mit whose staid agenda has been
hijacked by the Republican billion-
aire’s shock election win last week.

On Saturday, Obama will meet
leaders of the 12 countries negoti-
ating the Trans-Pacific Partnership,
or TPP, a vast US-led trade accord
that Trump opposes and now faces
an uncertain future. Although the
White House admits the chances of
passing the deal are slim, Obama
will urge leaders to give the new
president time to formulate his pol-
icy.

From Obama down, off icials
have stressed that the election has
not changed US economic and
strategic interests, and that Trump
may yet recalibrate his views. But
there is  l itt le chance Trump’s
Republican al l ies in Congress
would ratify TPP anytime soon.
“That is a real blow to US interests,
economically and strategically, in
terms of our position in Asia, but I

think that is the reality, that the US
is not going to be participating,”
said Matthew Goodman, an expert
on Asian economics with the
Center for Strategic and
International Studies.

“But there are 11 other countries
in TPP and I think that it is possible
that they will agree to go ahead
and pass TPP,” he added in an inter-
view, saying the others could
“tweak” the agreement to keep it
alive without US participation.

Turning to China    
Some allies are turning their

attention to a rival Chinese-backed
free-trade agreement. Japanese
leader Shinzo Abe, who took
domestic political risks to back TPP,
visited Trump in New York on
Thursday to hear from the presi-
dent-elect himself. The real estate
mogul has prompted concern in
Japan and South Korea in particu-
lar by questioning decades-old
mutual defense obligations that
underpin their security.

National Security Advisor Susan
Rice said ahead of Obama’s visit
that allies should expect those obli-
gations to hold. “It is manifestly in
the United States’ interests for
these alliances to endure and to be
a source of confidence to our part-
ners and for them to understand
that they don’t need to come out

from under the US umbrella,” she
told AFP.

Stressing that she did not want
to speculate about Trump’s foreign
policy, she sought to reassure key

US allies in NATO and the Pacific
Rim that they will not be aban-
doned.

Many Pacific countries are clam-
oring for deeper trade ties with the

rest of the world.
But in the United States and

throughout the West, opposition is
growing to deals that many say
have contributed to jobs being

sent overseas. Obama is likely to
make the case that globalization is
a fact of life, and modern trade
deals-with sturdy environmental
and labor provisions-help shape
that trend in the right direction.   

Nuclear Korea    
Obama is also set to hold talks

with the leaders of Russia, Canada,
Austral ia,  Peru and, crucial ly,
China’s Xi-the f inal  meeting
between the leaders of the world’s
two largest economic powers. The
sit-down will also deal with efforts
to stop North Korea’s ballistic mis-
sile and nuclear programs, US offi-
cials say.

Obama is expected to press for
an increase in the pace and severity
of sanctions against North Korea,
which is trying to develop a minia-
turized nuclear warhead and a mis-
si le capable of delivering the
weapon to the United States.
Beijing has long dragged its heels
over sanctioning its al l ies in
Pyongyang, fearing a f lood of
refugees if North Korea’s economy
collapses.

B u t  e a r l i e r  t h i s  ye a r,  C h i n a
moved to sanction a conglom-
erate based in its  frontier city
o f  D a n d o n g  t h a t  h a d  a n  e s t i -
m a t e d  $ 5 3 0  m i l l i o n  i n  t r a d e
with North Korea between 2011
and 2015. —AFP

LIMA: US President Barack Obama waves while waiting for a meeting with Peru’s President Pedro Pablo
Kuczynski (R) and others at the Lima Convention Center Airport yesterday. —AFP
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RIO DE JANEIRO: Members of a remote
Amazon rainforest indigenous tribe have
shot dead six illegal gold miners with
arrows, Brazilian officials said Friday.
Brazil’s Funai agency, which handles
indigenous affairs, said that the killings
were carried out by the Yanomami tribe
in the Amazonian state of Roraima on

the frontier with Venezuela. “The deaths
were reported to us by the Yanomami
people’s association and a team from
Funai is preparing to travel there,” a
spokesman told AFP.

A police spokesman for Roraima state
told AFP that “the causes of the conflict
are not known.” The Yanomami are one

of the Amazon’s largest relatively isolat-
ed tribes, with an estimated population
of about 35,000, according to advocacy
group Survival International.

Their pristine ancestral lands have
been steadily encroached upon by illegal
gold miners who are blamed for intro-
ducing new diseases and polluting the

rivers and forest. The Yanomami are also
under pressure from cattle ranchers on
the fringes of their rainforest territory.

Police said they would accompany
Funai to the area, probably next week,
and that the killings occurred at the start
of the month but had only been con-
firmed now. 

“We don’t know the motive for the
conflict because the tribes people from
the village where the deaths occurred
told us by radio that they will  not
explain what happened until we person-
ally go there,” Junior Hekuari, chairman
of the Yanomami association, told G1
news site. —AFP

Remote Amazon tribe kills illegal gold miners: Officials

NEAR BASHIQA, Iraq: The first thing
Iraqi teenager Afrah did when she
escaped Islamic State captivity near
Mosul was to remove her face veil and
throw it defiantly to the ground.

The ultra-hardline militants kidnapped
and used Afrah, 16, her older sister Asil
and 14 other family members and rela-
tives as human shields when they with-
drew from the Iraqi city of Tikrit, her
hometown around 200 km (125 miles)
south, early last year. For a year and a half
the family was trapped in the village of
Bawiza just north of the jihadists’ Iraqi
stronghold. The girls tried to keep a low
profile and barely ventured outdoors.

When Iraqi forces pushed into the vil-
lage a few days ago, part of the U.S.-
backed campaign to oust Islamic State
from Mosul, they were determined not to
be taken hostage again, and rushed
towards the military’s armoured vehicles. 

Having survived the militants’ oppres-
sive rule, Afrah and Asil, 19, want to put
the harrowing experience behind them,
return to Tikrit, resume studies, work and
get their lives back. “I’ve lost two years of
my education. 

I want to get back to school, complete
my studies and then qualify to become a
dentist,” Afrah said.

Asil, for her part, wanted to go back to
her job issuing food hygiene certificates
to restaurants and cafes. “I loved that job,
I can’t wait to start again,” she said. The
two sisters spoke as they waited in the
desert alongside hundreds of other dis-
placed Iraqis trying to cross into Kurdish-
controlled areas a few kilometres north-
east of Mosul.

Explosions could be heard coming
from the city, as the campaign to drive IS
out continues with fierce street battles
between the militants and Iraqi forces.
Islamic State has taken civilians hostage
to avoid being targeted by air strikes, has
executed people in Mosul, used women
from religious minorities as sex slaves
and enforced its conservative rules on
others using female religious police.

“If you dared not to wear a niqab (face
veil), you’d get a fine on the first occasion,
around 50,000 dinars ($40). After that,

they’d beat you as punishment,” Afrah
said. “I hardly went out, I slept, ate, that
was it. A few months ago they cut off the
internet, too. It was boring. I didn’t want
to go to one of their schools where they
teach you only about weapons and reli-
gion,” she said.

Nearly an isis bride
Afrah wore a long brown coat and

bright woolly hat. She said she would
continue to wear the Muslim headscarf
but was relieved to show her face again.
Asil had also shed her niqab. The elder
sister narrowly avoided being married off
to an Islamic State fighter while they lived
in Bawiza, she said.

“Dad refused to give the guy my hand
in marriage,” she explained - a dangerous
act of defiance that nearly got her father
Saeed killed. “The fighter who wanted to
marry Asil accused Dad of being a spy,
and they took him for trial,” Afrah said.
“The fighter was gross, old with a big
beard,” she added.

Afrah, who speaks some English and
who the family say is their technical whiz,
had the presence of mind to delete all
Saeed’s contacts from his phone, starting
with relatives or friends who had served
in Iraq’s security forces.

Without enough evidence and
because the IS fighter was not high-rank-
ing, Saeed was let go. “They’d have cut
my head off,” he said. A few months later
they learned the fighter had been killed
in battle. “That dog is dead,” Saeed said,
standing next to Asil.

A relative had not been so lucky, they
said, pointing to a woman sitting nearby
on a tarpaulin sheet with the rest of the
family. IS, often referred to by the Arabic
acronym Daesh, had executed her hus-
band because he was a former police-
man. The family stocked up on blankets
and warm clothes for winter, anticipating
time displaced in a camp somewhere.
They do not know when they will be
allowed into Kurdish-held territory, and
how long it will take after that to get
home. “Hopefully we can return soon,”
Asil said. “Girls who lived under Daesh
just want to resume their lives.”—Reuters

MOSUL: Iraqi troops faced stiff resistance yester-
day from Islamic State militants as they pushed
deeper into eastern Mosul, backed by aerial sup-
port from the US-led international coalition, a
senior military commander said.

At dawn, troops moved into the Muharabeen
and Ulama neighborhoods after fully liberating
the adjacent Tahrir neighborhood on Friday, said
Maj. Gen. Sami al-Aridi of the Iraqi special forces.
Al-Aridi said IS militants were fighting back with
snipers, rocket-propelled grenades and mortar
rounds.

Thick black columns of smoke were seen bil-
lowing from the two areas, while dozens of civil-
ians were seen fleeing to government-controlled
areas. Shortly before noon, a suicide bomber
emerged from a house in the Tahrir neighbor-
hood and attacked security forces, wounding
four troops. Another suicide car bomber hit the
troops in Aden neighborhood afternoon, killing
a soldier and wounding three others.

Attack on the village of Imam Gharbi 
Late on Friday, a group of IS militants

attacked the village of Imam Gharbi south of
Mosul, controlling most of it for hours before
airstrikes from the US-led international coalition
were called in, an officer said. The clashes and
multiple suicide bombings left three policemen
dead, including an officer, and four others
wounded, he said. Nine IS fighters were killed, he
added. The officer spoke on condition of
anonymity as he was not authorized to brief

media. To the west of Mosul, government-sanc-
tioned Shiite militias took full control of the Tal
Afar military airfield Friday night, said Jaafar al-
Husseini,  spokesman for the influential
Hezbollah Brigades. Al-Husseini said the clashes
almost destroyed the airport and that it will be
an important launching pad for the troops in
their advance.

The extremist group captured Mosul, Iraq’s
second largest city, in the summer of 2014.

The offensive to retake the city, which was
launched on Oct. 17, is the biggest military oper-
ation in Iraq since American troops left in 2011. If
successful, the retaking of Mosul would be the
strongest blow dealt to IS’ self-styled caliphate
stretching into Syria. The Shiite militias are lead-
ing an assault to drive IS from Tal Afar, which had
a majority Shiite population before it fell to the
militants in the summer of 2014, and to cut IS
supply lines linking Mosul to Syria.

According to the United Nations, more than
56,000 civilians have been forced from their
homes since the operation began out of nearly
1.5 million civilians living in and around Mosul.

In the heavily damaged town of Bashiqa,
about 13 kilometers northeast of Mosul’s out-
skirts, Christians rang the bells of Saint George’s
church for the first time to celebrate its libera-
tion from IS, which was driven out earlier this
month. Much of the town has been reduced to
rubble from artillery strikes and air raids.

Parishioners, peshmerga fighters and Kurdish

officials sang hymns and played band music as
they walked in procession into the church,
which was heavily vandalized by IS fighters. Men
prepared a large cross to mount on the rooftop,
replacing one destroyed by the extremists.

“The first thing they did was break the cross,
we want to replace it and tell Daesh that the
cross is still here and we are not leaving at all,”
said Rev. Afram al-Khoury Benyamen, using the
Arabic acronym to refer to the group.

Bullet holes marked the walls inside the
church courtyard, strewn with garbage and
graffiti left by the extremists, including some of
their names. Much of the church’s inside had
been smashed, with rubble strewn across the
ground and holy inscriptions covered with
black paint. In an upper level, pews had been
pushed back to make room for cushions and
carpet beneath a broken window that had
been used as a sniper’s nest, marked out by
scattered spent bullet casings. Broken brass
instruments and a torn bagpipe from the
church’s boy scout band lay scattered across
the site, with pills and syringes on the floor in
one area. The church graveyard was desecrated,
with graves broken into and tombstones
smashed and painted over.

“It’s good they’re gone but how happy can
we be - look at this mess,” said 22-year old
Youssef Ragheed, a drummer from the band
who had fled the town when IS controlled it, but
returned for yesterday’s ceremony. —AP

Iraqi troops face resistance 

from IS in eastern Mosul
Aerial support from US-led international coalition

BASHIQA, Iraq: Christians march carrying a cross during a ceremony in the Saint George’s church yesterday. —AP

CAIRO: Egypt’s President Abdel-Fattah Al-
Sisi has praised US President-elect Donald
J. Trump, saying that his inflammatory
statements from the campaign trail do not
necessarily reflect the actions he will take
as president.

Al-Sisi, in an interview with Portuguese
news agency LUSA released on Saturday,
said, “let’s not jump into conclusions or
worry” about future US actions or policies
in the Middle East. The army chief-turned-
president was interviewed prior to his
upcoming Nov. 21 visit to Portugal.

Al-Sisi was among the very first foreign
leaders to congratulate Trump’s on his pres-
idential victory. “We have to distinguish
between the rhetoric that takes place with-
in presidential campaigns and the real and
actual administration of a country after the
inauguration,” he said. “There will be a
chance for more thorough readings.”

Al-Sisi’s remarks echoed sentiments that
have been circulating on local and regional
media, with columnists speculating that
Trump campaign rhetoric - such as his call
for a ban on Muslims entering the US - will
be watered down.

Certain bond
Trump and Al-Sisi have already shown a

certain bond. Trump said there was “good
chemistry” when they met on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly in September.
Al-Sisi said Trump would “without a doubt”
make a strong leader.

Al-Sisi, who was elected in 2014 after

leading the military ouster of Islamist
President Mohammed Morsi, has painted
himself as a regional leader in the fight
against Islamic militancy - a stance that
echoes Trump’s priorities.

The prospect of warmer relations with
Trump comes after years of relative chill
between Al-Sisi and outgoing US President
Barack Obama. After the ouster of Morsi
and the subsequent lethal crackdown on
Islamist supporters, the Obama administra-
tion voiced criticism and briefly suspended
part of the Egypt’s robust American aid
package.

Egypt’s pro-government media have
often railed against Obama, accusing the
US of supporting the Muslim Brotherhood
and other dissident groups. Many of those
pro-government media outlets are now
cheering Trump’s victory.

Observers believe that Trump is less like-
ly to take Egypt to task over human rights.
Instead, he could offer Al-Sisi international
political support as the Egyptian leader
battles Islamic State group-linked militants
in the Sinai peninsula and in neighboring
Libya.

“I believe that President Trump will be
vigorously engaged with the issues in the
region,” Al-Sisi said. “As a matter of fact,
Trump has shown deep and great under-
standing of what is taking place in the
region as a whole and Egypt in particular. I
am looking forward and expecting more
support and reinforcement of our bilateral
relations.”—AP

Sisi says don’t ‘jump to

conclusions’ on Trump  

CAIRO: In this Sept. 20, 2014 file photo, Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah Al-Sisi lis-
tens during an interview with The Associated Press at the presidential palace. —AP

After IS kidnap and 

oppression, Iraqi girls 

eager to get lives back

WASHINGTON: For Republicans,
there will be no one left to blame. As
they prepare to take control of the
White House and both chambers of
Congress next year, Republicans are
celebrating the opportunity to
enact a new agenda for the country,
including lowering taxes, securing
the border and repealing President
Barack Obama’s health care law.

But with that opportunity comes
massive political risk: If President-
elect Donald Trump and congres-
sional Republicans don’t deliver,
they will face a serious reckoning
with voters. That could begin with
the 2018 midterm elections, when
every House member and one-third
of the Senate will be up for re-elec-
tion. “The American public has clear-

ly said that they want to go a differ-
ent direction,” said Republican Rep.
Ken Buck of Colorado. “And if we are
not effective in moving in that dif-
ferent direction, they will take the
opportunity away from us, and they
will return it to the Democrats.” Said
Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas, speaking
Friday at the Federalist Society: “It’s
time to put up or shut up. There are
no excuses.”

Sobering reality 
That sobering reality has been

sinking in for GOP members of the
House and Senate as they begin the
early stages of planning an agenda
for next year. Republicans point out
that although they will control a
majority in the Senate with 52 votes,

that’s well short of the 60-vote
supermajority needed to advance
most major initiatives, including
Supreme Court nominees. So
although Republicans would be
able to use a legislative maneuver to
send a health care repeal to Trump’s
desk with just a simple majority, oth-
er major objectives, including immi-
gration and border enforcement,
would require some degree of coop-
eration from minority Democrats.

That could give Senate
Democrats’ new leader, Chuck
Schumer of New York, veto power
over major chunks of Trump’s agen-
da. And it’s led to a call from some
House Republicans for their Senate
colleagues to try to push through a
rules change to eliminate the 60-
vote filibuster barrier. “They’re either
going to have to modify that rule, or
they’re going to have to face the
wrath of the voters,” said Rep. Matt
Salmon, R-Ariz., who is retiring at the
end of this year.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky., is an institutional-
ist who has shown no enthusiasm
for such a move. But Republicans
fret that a shortage of votes in the
Senate is not likely to be a winning
political excuse to most voters who
picked an outsider in Trump to bring
wholesale change to Washington,
and now want to see that happen.
“We can talk about not having 60 in
the Senate, but I think that our time
to show that we can govern is now,”
said GOP Rep. Tom Rooney of
Florida. The Republican role on
health care seems particularly risky
to some in the party. Democrats

have born severe political conse-
quences for pushing through the
Affordable Care Act in 2010. They
lost control of the House in that
year ’s midterm elections, and
Republicans have used the health
care issue ever since to rally their
base and attack Democrats.

But if Republicans repeal it, as
they are determined to do, they will
be the ones responsible for whatev-
er comes next. And given the enor-
mous complexity of the US health
care system, which accounts for fully
one-sixth of the US  economy, the
potential for complications looks
immense. Even after six years,
Republicans have failed to unite
around a single alternative to
Obamacare, or a solution to ensure
that the 20 million Americans who
gained health coverage under the
law don’t suddenly lose it.

Schumer warned in an interview
Friday that repealing the health care
law would turn into “a political
nightmare” for Republicans. And
even while cheering the opportuni-
ty to undo the health law, House
Speaker Paul Ryan acknowledged in
a news conference this past week
that, “It ’s too early to know the
answer to, ‘How fast can Obamacare
relief occur?’”

Many Republicans believe
Democrats overreached in the early
years of the Obama administration,
when they controlled the White
House and both chambers of
Congress. Voters took Democrats’
majorities away, and now
Republicans are mindful of making
the same mistake themselves. — AP

Political risks come with the 

control of Washington for GOP

WASHINGTON: Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., left, and Sen. Marco Rubio, R-
Fla., followed by Sen. Mark Warner, D-Va., and Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C.,
walk to their caucus organizing meeting to elect their leadership for
the 115th Congress, Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2016, on Capitol Hill. —AP
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MONTREAL: Charges will not be filed
against six police officers accused of sex-
ually assaulting indigenous women in
Quebec, although officials are not ruling
out that the events occurred, prosecu-
tors said Friday.

A spokesman for the prosecutors said
there was not enough evidence to take
the police officers to trial over accusa-
tions of sexual assault, abuse of power
and intimidation brought forth by
women in the small town of Val d’Or,
about 500 kilometers northwest of
Montreal.

According to the women, who came
forward a year ago on broadcaster
Radio-Canada, officers routinely picked
them up from Algonquin communities
near the rural town and forced them to
perform sex acts.

Paid in cash or drugs
Some were paid in cash or drugs. If

they refused, the women said they were
physically assaulted or left in remote
areas, their mobile phones broken, to
walk home in the cold. Eight officers
were suspended following the accusa-

tions, although two have since been
reinstated.  Based on results from an
investigation which looked at 35 com-
plaints, the public prosecutor declined
to charge the officers. “There is insuffi-
cient evidence to bring charges,” a
spokesman for the province’s Director of
Penal and Criminal Prosecutions told a
press conference.

However, the decision “does not nec-
essarily mean that the alleged events
did not occur,” he said. The Congress of
Aboriginal Peoples said it was “deeply
concerned for Indigenous women in Val
d’Or.” “Indigenous women need an out-
let to voice their complaints and con-
cerns against police. Without a safe
place and process to do that, these inci-
dents will continue,” said the group’s
Vice-Chief Kim Beaudin. When contact-
ed by AFP, provincial police declined to
comment on whether the six agents
would be reinstated and said they were
determining whether to conduct a disci-
plinary investigation. Several dozen
indigenous people gathered in peaceful
protest in Val d’Or on Friday following
the announcement. —AFP

NEW YORK: The Jewish director of the
Anti-Defamation League (ADL), which
campaigns against anti-Semitism and
other bigotry, said Friday that he would
register as a Muslim if Donald Trump
establishes a database of Muslims in
America. “The day they create a registry
for Muslims is the day that I register as a
Muslim because of my Jewish faith,
because of my commitment to our core
American values, because I want this
country to be as great as it always has
been,” Jonathan Greenblatt told AFP.

During his campaign, President-elect
Trump variously called for banning all
Muslim visitors to the United States, sub-
jecting those in the country to loyalty
tests and even for some to be deported.
Asked on MSNBC in November last year
whether the White House should insti-
tute a database system to track Muslims
in the country, Trump replied, “Oh, I
would certainly implement that,
absolutely.”

Trump campaign attempted to walk
back his pledge on Thursday, saying in a
statement that the president-elect “nev-
er advocated” a registry. However, at
least two prominent Trump supporters
raised the prospect again this week,
including one who cited World War II-era
Japanese-American internment camps
as a precedent. “We’ve done it based on
race, we’ve done it based on religion,
we’ve done it based on region,” Carl
Higbie, who during the campaign was

spokesman for a pro-Trump “super PAC”
fundraising group, said on Fox News.

“As a Jewish community, we know
what happens with litmus tests,”
Greenblatt said. “We can remember. We
have painful memories of when we our-
selves were identified, registered and
tagged.” Greenblatt, who previously
worked in the White House as a special
assistant to President Barack Obama,
also criticized Trump’s hiring of Stephen
Bannon as his chief strategist. The
appointment ignited controversy due to
Bannon’s role as the head of the
Breitbart News website - a key outlet for
the extreme right wing, or “alt-right,”
movement.

Bannon “in his own words has
presided over making his former busi-
ness Breitbart THE platform for the ‘alt-
right,’ this loose-knit group of white
supremacists, anti-Semites and racists,”
Greenblatt said. Nevertheless, the ADL
wants to “engage” with Trump and his
administration “on the issues we care
about,” he added, although “we will hold
them relentlessly accountable to those
issues.” Trump’s election last week
prompted a spike in racist attacks and
harassment across the country. But
Greenblatt said it also moved many peo-
ple to volunteer for the ADL and donate
money. “Even though we have seen
some of the worst impulses of society
lifted up, we’ve also seen some of our
better angels prevail.” — AFP 

WASHINGTON: President-elect Donald Trump
met yesterday with Mitt Romney, one of his
most vocal Republican Party critics now con-
sidered a long-shot choice for secretary of
state, after naming three polarizing conserva-
tives to fill key national security and judicial
posts. Anti-immigration Senator Jeff Sessions,
one of Trump’s earliest supporters during the
campaign, was nominated Friday to be attor-
ney general, signaling Trump is prepared to
take his hard line on illegal immigration into
the White House. To lead the CIA, Trump
tapped hawkish Congressman Mike Pompeo, a
strident opponent of the Iran nuclear deal and
a sharp critic of Trump’s campaign rival Hillary
Clinton during hearings into the 2012 attack on
the US mission in Benghazi, Libya.

The incoming commander-in-chief also
appointed retired lieutenant general Michael
Flynn, a top military counsel to the 70-year-old
Republican billionaire-turned-world-leader, as
his national security advisor. Hours after the
picks were revealed, New York state’s attorney
general announced that Trump had reached a
$25 million settlement in class action suits
accusing his now-defunct Trump University of
fraud.

Reassuring signals   
The case had been a cloud over his cam-

paign for months, and the deal spares him the
embarrassment of further legal wrangling as
he forms his government.  Attorney Daniel
Petrocelli hailed it as a “victory for everybody.”
In New York, Vice President-elect Mike Pence
was booed at a performance of award-winning
Broadway musical “Hamilton,” whose cast
made an unusual on-stage plea for the Trump
administration to “uphold our American values
and work on behalf of all of us.”

While his picks suggest he is adhering to

conservative positions, Trump made efforts to
send reassuring signals about stability and
continuity regarding America’s place in the
world. NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said he had
a “good talk” with Trump by telephone, telling
AFP in Brussels he was “absolutely confident”
that the incoming president remains commit-
ted to the transatlantic alliance.

Kansas lawmaker Pompeo, 52, co-authored
a report slamming then-secretary of state
Clinton’s handling of the Benghazi attack, in
which the US ambassador to Libya and three
other Americans died. Deeper controversy sur-
rounds Trump’s national security adviser Flynn,
57, who is set to play an influential role in shap-
ing policy for a president with no experience in
government or diplomacy, including how to
contend with an increasingly aggressive Russia.

Flynn raised eyebrows when he traveled to
Moscow and dined alongside Russian
President Vladimir Putin. And he has refused to
rule out enhanced interrogation techniques
like waterboarding, which have been
described as torture and which Trump repeat-
edly condoned while campaigning.

Flynn has described Islam as a “cancer” and a
“political ideology”, and in February tweeted
that “fear of Muslims is rational.”

He is highly respected as a decorated mili-
tary intelligence officer who helped combat
insurgent networks. But President Barack
Obama fired him as head of the Defense
Intelligence Agency in 2014 following com-
plaints about his leadership style.

Flynn’s appointment does not require
Senate approval. But that of Sessions as attor-
ney general does, and he has baggage: Racially
charged comments he made in the 1980s and
which once cost him a chance for a job for life
as a federal judge.

A panel denied him a federal judgeship in

1986, after hearing testimony that he had used
racially derogatory remarks to describe blacks,
that civil rights groups were “communist-
inspired” and “un-American,” and joked that the
only issue he had with the Ku Klux Klan was
their drug use.

Sessions has also been a fiery opponent of
immigration, waging war on efforts to pass
comprehensive immigration reform through
Congress in 2007 and 2013. Senator Chuck
Schumer, who will be the chamber’s top
Democrat come January, warned that Sessions
could have a confirmation fight on his hands.
“Given some of his past statements and his
staunch opposition to immigration reform, I
am very concerned about what he would do
with the Civil Rights Division at the
Department of Justice,” Schumer said.

‘Working all weekend’    
The appointments came a day after the

president-elect met with a foreign leader for
the first time: Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, who said he could have “great confidence”
in Trump as a US leader. 

Some US allies have been rattled by Trump’s
campaign comments that questioned whether
he would maintain US loyalty to joint security
arrangements and free trade accords. Romney-
the moderate, failed 2012 presidential candi-
date-would be a long-shot choice for secretary
of state, alongside former New York mayor
Rudy Giuliani.

If chosen, Romney would bring a more
orthodox Republican worldview to foreign pol-
icy. In 2012, he described Russia as the top
geopolitical threat-a sharp contrast to Trump,
who has exchanged compliments with Putin.
Romney had described Trump as a “fraud,”
rebuking the tycoon for proposals such as ban-
ning the entry of all foreign Muslims.—AFP

No charges for Quebec
police over aboriginal 

sex assault claims

Trump national security 
picks under scrutiny

Romney for secretary of state?

SALT LAKE CITY: This file photo taken on March 3, 2016 shows former Governor and presidential candidate Mitt Romney during a speech for
Hinckley Institute of Politics at the University of Utah. —AFP

NEW YORK: People walk near Trump Tower after the street was closed to foot traffic
by police with barricades and officers at the entrance to the block at both ends for
more than two weeks on Friday. —AFP

NEW YORK: What if speculation proves
correct and Donald Trump decides
against settling in Washington and main-
tains his principal residence in New York?

That’s the question the city’s mayor Bill
de Blasio raised on Friday. Since his elec-
tion last week, the real estate billionaire-
who has always lived in New York-has
hardly left Manhattan. He has spent most
of the time entrenched with his family
and advisors in his Fifth Avenue building,
Trump Tower, causing havoc in the heart
of the country’s largest city due to his
security detail and ongoing anti-Trump
protests. “We have never faced that situa-
tion before,” De Blasio told reporters.
Although he provided no concrete fig-
ures, De Blasio said security for the presi-
dent-elect has been more formidable
than during the annual UN General
Assembly, which brings together dozens
of world leaders.

City authorities-who expect Trump to
remain in Manhattan as the holidays
approach-plan to reinforce security meas-
ures and traffic restrictions already in
place around Trump Tower until his inau-

guration in Washington on January 20.
De Blasio, who met Trump in his tower

on Wednesday, refused to speculate. “The
president elect has to get into office and
have the experience of being in the White
House and make the decision that’s right
for him and his family,” he said.

“When the president-elect takes on
the role of president of the United States
and has that responsibility, the need to
be in Washington and deal with situa-
tions that can only be handled from the
White House will become quite frequent,”
he added. “But it’s not right to prejudge.”

Whatever happens, De Blasio did not
hide the fact that he hopes to limit the
cost and recuperate the “maximum” pos-
sible reimbursement from the federal
government. Apart from the additional
police and anti-terrorist units deployed
24 hours a day around Trump Tower, De
Blasio highlighted the loss of revenue suf-
fered by area businesses due to traffic
jams and anti-Trump demonstrations.

And he called on New Yorkers to avoid
the area as much as possible when driv-
ing or riding in cars. —AFP

What if Trump wants to live in 
Trump Tower? NY mayor weighs in

NEW YORK: In this Nov. 14, 2016 courtroom file sketch, the drug trial of two nephews
of Venezuela’s first lady proceeds, from left, Francisco Flores, with earphones and
Efrain Campo, with earphones. —AP

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis yesterday decried what he called a
polarizing surge in much of the world to exclude people with dif-
ferent nationalities, races or beliefs as enemies, as he led a cere-
mony welcoming 17 new cardinals from six continents.

The consistory ceremony in St. Peter’s Basilica formally induct-
ed the churchmen into the cardinals’ ranks. One of the new
“princes of the church,” as the cardinals are sometimes called, an
87-year-old bishop from Lesotho, Africa, was too frail to attend
the ceremony; his red hat will be delivered to him, the pope
announced in Latin.

Francis used his homily to encourage the new crop of cardi-
nals to be near to, not remote from, the flocks of faithful they will
lead. He said love is needed for “the conversion of our pitiful
hearts that tend to judge, divide, oppose and condemn,” and cau-
tioned somberly against those who “raise walls, build barriers and
label people.” “We see, for example, how quickly those among us
with the status of the stranger, an immigrant, or a refugee,
become a threat, take on the status of an enemy. An enemy
because they come from a distant country, or have different cus-
toms,” the pope said.

Defying Pence
Popes, in selecting cardinals, look for men who share their

approach to the church’s mission in the world. Among the newly
made cardinals is Indianapolis Archbishop Joseph Tobin, who
defied the governor of the US state of Indiana, Mike Pence, by
welcoming Syrian refugees. Tobin in January will become arch-
bishop of Newark, New Jersey; Pence will be installed as vice
president of the United States.

The new cardinals who pledged loyalty to the pope on
Saturday included prelates from Africa, Asia, Europe, Oceania,
and North and South America. Some of their homelands include
Papua New Guinea, Mauritius, Malaysia, Venezuela, Mexico,
Bangladesh and Brazil. One of them, an 88-year-old Albanian
priest, Ernest Simoni, personally knew the suffering caused by
hatred. Simoni spent 18 years in prison because of his faith, fac-
ing both solitary confinement and hard labor, in his homeland
during its communist regime. Since cardinals are usually bishops
already, Francis bestowed a rare honor on giving that rank to
Simoni, a simple priest. After Simoni kneeled before Francis to
receive his red hat, he clasped the pope’s hand tightly and
seemed to fight back tears.

When Francis visited Albania in 2014, he was brought to tears
after Simoni told him how he was persecuted. Simoni, who
worked to reconcile feuds in many of that country’s villages, after
decades of serving clandestinely as a priest until the country’s
communist rule ended in 1990. — AP

Pope decries surge
of polarization

Jewish leader vows to 
register as a Muslim

NEW YORK: A jury on Friday convicted two
nephews of Venezuela’s first lady of plot-
ting to smuggle 1760 pounds (800 kilo-
grams) of cocaine into the United States,
with Caracas saying the pair were essential-
ly framed.

Efrain Antonio Campo Flores, 30, and
Francisco Flores de Freitas, 31, were arrest-
ed in Haiti in November and flown to New
York by US Drug Enforcement
Administration agents. Their week-long tri-
al in federal court in New York resulted in
Friday’s guilty verdict for conspiracy to
import cocaine into the United States as
well as manufacturing and distribution
with the intent to import.

Lawyers for both defendants tried to
argue that the nephews were not crafty

enough to plot or carry out the scheme
and that they had fallen into a trap set by
the DEA, in a covert operation in which $20
million was offered for the drugs.

Prosecutors, however, argued that the
men believed they were above the law as
relatives of Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro. The pair are the sons of brothers of
Maduro’s wife Cilia Flores, who served as
speaker of the National Assembly from
2006 to 2011.

The current speaker of the National
Assembly, Diosdado Cabello, has likened
their arrest to a kidnapping by the DEA, say-
ing they were effectively set up. Sentencing
is set for March 7, according to Judge Paul
Crotty, with the crimes carrying a minimum
of 10 years to life in prison. —AFP

Nephews of Venezuela first 
lady guilty of US drug charges
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NEW YORK: Intelligence experts esti-
mate that the Islamic State extremist
group has between 60 and 80 operatives
planted in Europe to carry out attacks,
the Dutch counterterrorism coordinator
said Friday. Dick Schoof said in an inter-
view with The Associated Press that
would be fighters are also heeding mes-
sages from the militant group “asking
them not to come to Syria and Iraq, but
to prepare attacks in Europe.”

One result is that over the last six
months the number of “foreign terrorist
fighters” hasn’t grown, he said, but the
fact that they’re not traveling “does not
mean that the potential threat of those
who would have traveled is diminished.”

Schoof said military operations to
oust the Islamic State from its self-

declared caliphate in Syria and Iraq are
scattering the extremist group’s fighters
and supporters. This will probably lead
to a gradual increase of refugees that
will pose a danger to the national securi-
ty of the Netherlands and other
European countries, he said.

‘The chance of attack in 
the Netherlands is real’

Schoof said even though the
Netherlands hasn’t been hit by a major
attack by Islamic extremists such as
those in Belgium and France, “the
chance of attack in the Netherlands is
real.” “We have seen 294 terrorist fighters
go overseas in Iraq and Syria and there
are still 190 over there,” he said. “And
what happened in France and Brussels

and Germany could happen to us.”
There are probably between 4,000

and 5,000 European “foreign terrorist
fighters” in Iraq and Syria, Schoof said.
While the number from the Netherlands,
a nation of 17 million people, may seem
low, he said, “whether there’s 190 or 350,
I think the number is big enough to wor-
ry.” Schoof, who was in New York to
speak at a roundtable on “returning for-
eign terrorist fighters,” said the
Netherlands’ program to deal with the
threat balances “repression and preven-
tion” and relies on strong cooperation
between local and national authorities.

On the “repression” side, he said,
fighters returning from Syria or Iraq are
taken into custody and prosecuted, and
courts have recently handed down six-

year prison sentences in several cases.
The government also takes away pass-
ports, freezes assets, and has beefed up
security measures and the police force,
he said.

On the prevention side, Schoof said,
there’s a lot of family support, with local
authorities deciding the best interven-
tions and providing education and psy-
chological help if needed - but there also
could be arrests.

Jozias van Aartsen, the mayor of The
Hague, said building trust and having
close relations with the Muslim commu-
nity is very important. “They are Dutch
citizens,” he said. “There are some in the
Netherlands who say shut down
mosques. That’s absolutely wrong poli-
cy.” But Van Aartsen said there is a need

for vigilance. “The apparatus of local
government can be very important as a
watchdog against radicalization,” he said.
Schoof stressed that the Netherlands
does not tolerate “anti-democratic
behavior.” “We try to prevent hate
preachers coming in by not giving them
a visa,” he said.

The government is also concerned
about the development of an ultracon-
servative strain of Islam known as
Salafism, he said. Last week, Schoof said,
the Federation of Mosques, without any
urging, sent a letter to all mosques in the
country saying “the mosques themselves
must realize that hate speech should not
be accepted in the mosques.” “Those are
important signals that you can build on
in your trust relationships,” he said. —AP

Dutch expert: Islamic State has 60-80 operatives in Europe

PARIS: The race for France’s conservative presi-
dential nomination looked tighter than ever yes-
terday, with voting due to begin within 24 hours
and polls suggesting whoever emerges on top
will make it all the way to the Elysee Palace.

Ahead of today’s vote, which will select two
candidates for the decisive Nov. 27 second
round, centrist Alain Juppe had lost most or all
of his early polling lead as his fellow former
prime minister Francois Fillon enjoyed a late
surge.

After Britain’s shock “Brexit” vote in June and
last week’s election of Donald Trump as US presi-
dent, the French election next spring will be the
next test of strength between weakened main-
stream political forces and rising populist insur-
gents. Opinion polls have for months suggested
that far-right National Front leader Marine Le
Pen will make it to the decisive run-off in May,
but that Juppe would beat her if he won the
conservative Les Republicains nomination.

His lead, however, has been eroded by two

party rivals to his right - ex-president Nicolas
Sarkozy and Fillon, who served as Sarkozy’s
prime minister from 2007-2012. “I can sense a
surprise coming,” Fillon told supporters at a rally
on Friday in Paris. He urged them to “shake up”
the primaries, winning wide applause and
shouts of “Fillon for president” from a crowd of
over 3,000.

Long trailing in the polls, Fillon has come
from behind in the past week, making the race
even harder to call. He was judged the winner of
Thursday’s final televised debate before the
weekend vote, an opinion poll showed.

“I’m not Hillary”
Anyone can vote in the primary, in which

there are seven candidates, which opens an
already unpredictable contest to tactical partici-
pation by left-leaning and far-right voters. Lack
of confidence in pollsters, who failed to predict
Trump’s win and Britain’s vote to quit the
European Union, has deepened uncertainty sur-

rounding the conservative and Socialist primar-
ies as well as the election itself.

But Juppe was confident on Friday that no
such upset will happen. “I am not Hillary Clinton,”
he said on public radio, “and France is not
America”. Under unpopular President Francois
Hollande, France’s ruling Socialists are deeply
divided and seen as unlikely to get past the pres-
idential election’s first round next April. That
would clear the way for whoever clinches the
conservative nomination to face Le Pen in the
deciding vote.

Juppe is seeking to draw support from cen-
trists and left-wing voters determined to prevent
a Sarkozy comeback or Le Pen’s National Front
from winning power.

Sarkozy, whose campaign has emphasised
law and order, mocked Juppe at a rally in Nimes,
southern France, for being too “soft”. “I will be
the president who re-establishes the authority
of the state,” he said.

Some market analysts have started taking
more seriously the possibility Le Pen could
become president, an event some believe could
weaken or break up the European Union and the
euro zone.

But polls have consistently shown her falling
short. The electoral system requires her to win
over 50 percent of votes in a second-round run-
off, and she has persistently polled only around
30. French pollsters have in recent elections also
tended to overestimate her appeal rather than
underplay it.  But should Sarkozy or Fillon
emerge as her conservative opponent, polls and
analysts suggest, Le Pen’s electoral prospects
would improve.

In a  note af ter  Thursday ’s  T V debate,
Charles Lichfield of Eurasia Group gave Le Pen
a 25 percent likelihood of victory against
Juppe. But her chances would jump to 35 per-
cent against Sarkozy or Fillon, he said, reflect-
ing their lack of appeal beyond the right-wing
electorate. —Reuters

French conservatives rally 
voters in tight primaries race

‘This is not America’

PARIS: A combination of pictures created on November 19, 2016 shows three candidates for
the right-wing Les Republicans (LR) party primaries ahead of the 2017 presidential election
(LtoR) former Prime minister and member of the parliament Francois Fillon, former Prime min-
ister and Bordeaux’s mayor Alain Juppe, and former French president Nicolas Sarkozy. —AFP

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel (R) and Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May arrive
for a statement prior to a meeting at the Chancellery on Friday. —AFP

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel
promised yesterday to increase investment in
infrastructure in Europe’s biggest economy in
2017, an election year, without resorting to new
borrowing.

Germany, which runs a budget surplus, has
resisted pressure from European peers to spend
more to help boost euro zone growth and last
week the European Commission effectively
urged Germany to loosen its purse strings next
year. In her weekly podcast, Merkel - who is
expected to announce on Sunday that she will
run for a fourth term as chancellor next year -
said her government would raise spending on
roads, railways and broadband as well as on edu-
cation. Despite the increase in spending next
year, “there will be no new debts at the cost of
future generations”, Merkel said. She also said
money spent on integrating migrants was “a
good investment” as it would mean they would
be able to use Germany’s education system and
then join the workforce.

Denting Merkel’s popularity 
Fears about the integration of almost 900,000

migrants last year, many from war zones in the
Middle East, have dented Merkel’s popularity but
her government argues that many will in the
long run be a valuable part of the labor force.
Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble has
planned a balanced budget for the next four
years. A document showed on Friday that

Germany’s Merkel to spend more 
on infrastructure in election year 

VILLEJUIF, France: This file photo taken on March 20, 2016, shows a car transported
by a police vehicle arriving for the reconstitution of the murder of Aurelie Chatelain,
on March 20, 2016. —AFP

PARIS: A French anti-terrorism court on
Friday charged a 29-year-old man in con-
nection with a thwarted bid to attack a
church near Paris in 2015, the prosecutor’s
office said. The man, charged with associa-
tion with a terrorist organization, is sus-
pected of having given the Algerian man
who planned to assault a church south of
Paris the material he needed for the attack.

The man’s DNA has been found on a
bullet-proof vest that was kept in the home
of the would-be attacker, whose name is
Sid Ahmed Ghlam. After he was charged,
the man was released on bail pending fur-
ther investigation.

Three other men, who were also arrest-
ed earlier this week in connection to the
case, have also been released.

French authorities are currently investi-
gating four more men in connection with
the planned Villejuif district church attack.
They too are accused of providing Ghlam
with weapons and equipment to be used in
the planned assault.

Ghlam, an Algerian IT student, was
arrested in April 2015 on suspicion of
killing a young woman who was found shot
dead in the passenger seat of her car and
of planning a church attack.

The attack failed after he shot himself in

the leg by accident, leading police to
uncover his alleged plot.

Prosecutors have found documents
about Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State
group at his home. They also found four
Kalashnikov assault rifles, two handguns
and bullet-proof vests in his room.
Investigators say he planned to carry out
the church assault three months after
jihadists attacked the Charlie Hebdo satiri-
cal magazine and a Jewish supermarket in
Paris. While 25-year-old Ghlam has admit-
ted to investigators that he was ordered by
jihadists operating on the Turkish-Syrian
border to attack a church, he has denied
any role in the young woman’s death. The
woman’s DNA has been found on the coat
he was wearing, and weapons experts say
the bullet that killed her was likely fired
from his gun.

France has faced a string of deadly
jihadist attacks since 2015, including the
November 13 tragedy that saw Islamic
State recruits armed with assault rifles and
explosives strike a football match, Paris
cafes and a concert hall.

Then on July 26 this year, attackers slit
the throat of a priest in a hostage-taking at
his church in the Normandy town of Saint-
Etienne-du -Rouvray. —AFP

French court charges man 
over plan to attack church

LONDON: The British parliament this week
gave the green light to new bulk surveillance
powers for police and intelligence services
that critics have denounced as the most far-
reaching of any western democracy.

The Investigatory Powers Bill would, among
other measures, require websites to keep cus-
tomers’ browsing history for up to a year and
allow law enforcement agencies to access
them to help with investigations.

Edward Snowden, the former US National
Security Agency contractor turned whistle-
blower, said the powers “went further than
many autocracies”. “The UK has just legalized
the most extreme surveillance in the history of
western democracy,” he tweeted.

The bill, the first major update of British
surveillance laws for 15 years, was passed by
the House of Lords and now only needs rub-
ber-stamping by Queen Elizabeth II. Prime
Minister Theresa May introduced the bill in

March when she was still interior minister,
describing it as “world-leading” legislation
intended to reflect the change in online com-
munications.

It gives legal footing to existing but murky
powers such as the hacking of computers and
mobile phones, while introducing new safe-
guards such as the need for a judge to author-
ize interception warrants. 

But critics have dubbed it the “snooper’s
charter” and say that, in authorizing the blan-
ket retention and access by authorities of
records of emails, calls, texts and web activity,
it breaches fundamental rights of privacy. 

Rights organization Liberty has challenged
the legis lat ion at  the European Cour t  of
Justice, arguing it is incompatible with human
rights law, and a judgment is expected next
year. “The passage of the Snoopers’ Charter
through parliament is a sad day for British lib-
erty,” said Bella Sankey, the group’s policy

director. “Under the guise of counter-terror-
ism, the state has achieved totalitarian-style
surveillance powers-the most intrusive system
of any democracy in human history. “It has the
ability to indiscriminately hack, intercept,
record, and monitor the communications and
internet use of the entire population.”

Jim Killock, executive director of digital
campaigners Open Rights Group, warned the
impact of the legislation would reach beyond
Brita in .  “ I t  i s  l ikely  that  other  countr ies,
including authoritarian regimes with poor
human rights records, will use this law to jus-
tify their own intrusive surveillance powers,”
he said.

The bill also reinforces existing encryption
powers, allowing officials to ask technology
companies to provide content where it is
deemed “practicable”, although firms fear it
may open the door to further demands on the
sector. —AFP

UK lawmakers approve ‘most 
sweeping’ surveillance powers

Merkel’s conservative Christian Democrats (CDU)
plan to divide surplus tax revenues between
infrastructure investment, tax relief and spend-
ing more on foreign and security policy.

Merkel also said she wanted to increase
spending further on defense and on the NATO
alliance. “Security plays an important part and

that is not just the case since the election of a
new president in the United States,” she said.

The German parliament debates the gov-
ernment’s budget proposals next week. Last
month, the government raised its growth
forecast for this year to 1.8 percent from 1.7
percent. —Reuters

LONDON: A British-Iranian woman serv-
ing a five-year jail sentence after being
accused of sedition in Iran has reached
“breaking point” and considered suicide,
rights group Amnesty said yesterday.

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, who works
for the Thomson Reuters Foundation,
was sentenced in September for taking
part in anti-regime protests in 2009,
although the exact charges remain
unpublished. Her husband, Richard
Ratcliffe, told Amnesty that her health
has “sharply deteriorated in recent
weeks” and that she had reached “break-
ing point”. “He said her spirits had sunk so
low that she even wrote a suicide letter
to him and her family,” said the state-
ment.

Zaghari-Ratcliffe is suffering from
heart palpitations, pain in her hands,
arms and shoulders and blurred vision,
Amnesty said. On November 13, she
went on hunger strike. “During an emer-
gency family visit... Nazanin’s mother col-
lapsed when she saw how thin her
daughter had become since her impris-
onment,” it said. She decided to end the
hunger strike on Friday “for the sake of
her baby daughter.”

The UN Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention last month ruled that her
arrest and imprisonment had breached
several articles of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) and Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR). Zaghari-Ratcliffe

was arrested on April 3, at the end of a
visit with her two-year-old daughter
Gabriella to see family members.  Her
daughter remains in Iran, and is being
cared for by her grandparents.

Infant daughter stranded    
Her husband fears his wife has

become a political pawn and criticized
Britain’s efforts to secure her release. “I
think the UK is trying not to respond to
that and it’s caught up between the part
of Iran that wants to make friends and
the part that wants to stop that,” he told a
London press conference last month.

Ratcliffe pointed to Canada’s success
in securing the release of Iranian-
Canadian anthropologist Homa Hoodfar,
who had been held in the same cell as his
wife.  Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards
has accused Zaghari-Ratcliffe of having
taken part in the “sedition movement” of
widespread protests that followed the
2009 re-election of former hardline presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

Her daughter Gabriella was born in
Britain and has a British passport, which
was confiscated by the Iranian authori-
ties, leaving her stranded with her grand-
parents in Iran, which does not recognize
dual-citizenship. Iran and Britain appoint-
ed new ambassadors in September for
the first time since a mob ransacked the
British embassy in Tehran in 2011, as part
of a series of measures to boost relations
after last year’s nuclear deal. —AFP

British-Iranian jailed for 
sedition ‘at breaking point’ 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark: After 17 months
leading a one-party, minority government,
Denmark’s center-right prime minister said
yesterday he wants to expand his Cabinet
and has invited two more parties to join.

Lars Loekke Rasmussen said he had
invited the center-right Liberal Alliance
and the Conservative Party to join the
Cabinet he formed after the June 28, 2015
election. He didn’t call early elections. His
Liberal Party holds 34 of Parliament’s 179
seats and can only stay in power with sup-

port from the two small parties and the
anti-immigration, populist Danish People’s
Party. “It will, of course, require that we all
make compromises,” Loekke Rasmussen
said. “A three-clover government will have
many benefits.”

Loekke Rasmussen said the leaders of
the Liberal Alliance and Conservative par-
ties were invited to talks starting Monday
because the ruling party has more in com-
mon with them than with the Danish
People’s Party. — AP

Danish PM aims to expand 
minority government 
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MUZAFFARABAD, Pakistan: Three chil-
dren were killed and three others injured
yesterday when mortar shells fired by
Indian forces hit a village along the Line
of Control (LOC) in Pakistan-adminis-
tered Kashmir, officials said. “Two girls
and their brother died when mortar
shells fired by Indian troops hit their
house in Kotli district along the Line of
Control (LOC),” Raja Arif Mehmodd, a

local administration official, told AFP. 
He said the eldest girl was aged 10

and the youngest girl aged five. “All
belonged to the same family,” he added.
Meanwhile, the Pakistani military said
Pakistan and Indian border troops
exchanged fire across the Line of Control
(LoC)in two other sectors on Saturday,
the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR)
said. “Indian troops resort to unprovoked

firing in Tander and Baroh areas of
Bhimber sector today,” said a statement
issued by the military adding that no loss
of life was reported in the latest
exchange of fire.

On Friday, Pakistan’s navy said it had
“pushed” an Indian submarine away from
Pakistani waters, as tensions between
the nuclear-armed rivals continue to
smoulder over unrest in the disputed

Kashmir region. Tensions across the
long-disputed de facto Himalayan bor-
der reached dangerous levels in
September, when India blamed Pakistani
militants for a raid on an army base that
killed 19 soldiers.

India said it had responded by carry-
ing out “surgical strikes” across the heavi-
ly militarized border, sparking a furious
reaction from Islamabad, which denied

the strikes took place. There have since
been repeated outbreaks of cross-border
firing, with both sides reporting deaths
and injuries including of civilians.

Kashmir has been divided between
India and Pakistan since the end of
British colonial rule in 1947. Both claim
the Himalayan territory in full and have
fought two wars over the mountainous
region. —AFP

Three children killed by cross-border fire 

NEW DELHI: The Indian Army announced yesterday that at least three
security personnel were killed and four other injured following a pow-
erful blast that targeted an army vehicle in Digboi village in Tinsukia
district of north eastern state of Assam. 

“The militants had planted an improvised explosive device on the
road. When the IED exploded, the convoy stopped, then the militants
fired indiscriminately,” at around 5:30 am, in the Pengeri area, killing at
least three soldiers and injuring four others, Indian defense public rela-
tions said.

The blast came as the Indian forces launched an attack against
suspected militants in Tinsukia district. The militants had attacked a
van of the Pengeri tea estate on Wednesday, killing one and injuring
two others.

According to local media reports, the United Liberation Front of
Assam, which is fighting the Indian state for an independent country
in Assam, mounted the attack against the army. —KUNA

SEOUL: South Korea is seeing its biggest wave
of street demonstrations in decades, but gone
are the raised fists, flying rocks and police water
cannons that had symbolized the intensity of
the country’s protest culture.

For the tens of thousands of people who
filled a major avenue in downtown Seoul for the
fourth straight yesterday, demanding the resig-
nation of scandal-ridden President Park Geun-
hye has become a form of family entertainment.
That means rock music, comedy, open mics and
pinata bashing. “My kids are having fun ... they
just love these plastic horns,” said Hong Seon-
ok, who sat on a mattress with her three daugh-
ters, the oldest of them 10. “I definitely wanted
to come out and show my daughters we can
accomplish something by protesting.”

Police said about 170,000 people turned out
for the latest anti-Park protest in streets near
City Hall and a boulevard fronting an old palace
gate, where a week earlier, hundreds of thou-
sands marched in what may have been the
largest protest in the country since it freed itself
from dictatorship three decades ago. Protest
organizers sized Saturday’s crowd at 600,000.

Demonstrators also marched in streets
near the presidential offices, carrying candles
and illuminating cellphones, and shouting
“Park Geun-hye step down” and “Arrest Park
Geun-hye.”

State prosecutors prepare to question Park
The rally came as state prosecutors prepared

to question Park over suspicions that she
allowed a secretive confidante to manipulate
power from the shadows and amass an illicit
fortune, a scandal that critics say undermines
the country’s democracy.

On Sunday, prosecutors plan to indict the
confidante, Choi Soon-sil, and two presidential
aides who allegedly helped her interfere with
state affairs and bully companies into giving
tens of millions of dollars to foundations she
controlled. The protests continue to draw peo-
ple from all ages and regions, including many
families with children.

People swayed to the music of the rock band
Deulgukhwa, which played in front of a massive
video screen on a temporary stage that has
become the center of the rall ies.  Earlier
Saturday, children threw bean bags at a Park
pinata, which burst open to reveal a Choi pina-
ta. Popping out from the smaller pinata was a
Barbie doll on a stuffed horse, meant to be
Choi’s daughter, an equestrian athlete who
allegedly got a virtual free pass into an elite uni-
versity because of her family’s presidential ties.
Nearby, actors impersonating Choi and Park
encouraged protesters to mock them. “Satire,
not anger, is the strongest form of expression,”
said Lim Ok-sang, an artist who created the

pinata. For teenagers stuck in South Korea’s
hyper-competitive school environment, the
allegations surrounding Choi’s daughter, Yoora
Chung, 20, seemed to be their biggest source of
anger. In South Korea, graduating from elite uni-
versities is seen as important in career and even
marriage prospects.

“We invest blood and sweat into our studies
to get into a good school, and it’s disheartening
to see how everything was so easy for Chung,”
said Moon Jeong-ju, a high school student who
took an eight-hour bus ride from the southern
city of Suncheon to participate in the rally.

On Friday, South Korea’s Education Ministry
said it  demanded that Ewha Womans
University cancel the admission of Chung after
it found that the school had manipulated its
admissions process to accept her. Emboldened
by the huge protests in recent weeks, opposi-
tion parties have been stepping up pressure to
force Park to quit.

On Thursday, they used their parliamentary
majority to pass a law that would allow for a
special prosecutor to independently investigate
the scandal and potentially expose the presi-
dent’s wrongdoings. There is a growing voice
within the opposition that an impeachment
attempt is inevitable because it’s unlikely Park
will resign and give up her immunity from pros-
ecution. —AP

With rock music and pinatas, 
S Koreans rally against Park

Demanding resignation

BAMIYAN, Afghanistan: Marzia and her
husband Qadeer thought themselves lucky
when they moved into a 1,700-year-old
Buddhist cave hand-carved into the side of
a mountain in Afghanistan’s central high-
lands - it was clean and dry, warm in the
winter, cool in the summer, and there was
plenty of work on the local farms. But now,
even this bare-bones way of life is threat-
ened.

The family, along with another 242
cave-dwelling households dotted around
the capital of Bamiyan province, also called
Bamiyan, could be forced to move soon.
They are what’s left of around 10,000 fami-
lies who have been relocated over the past
decade as part of the local government’s
program to protect the unique man-made
grottoes that it hopes will  transform
Bamiyan into a global tourist destination
once Afghanistan’s war with the insurgent
Taleban, now in its 16th year, is finally over.

The couple moved here from neighbor-
ing Maidan-Wardak province because they
believed it was a stepping stone to a better
future. “We had no money and my husband
couldn’t get a job,” Marzia said as she
breastfed her baby. “We left because we
were poor.”

But 12 years later they are still living in
the cave, along with their five children
aged from 10 months to 8 years, including
6-year-old Freshta who hasn’t been the
same since a land mine exploded close by
her four years ago. Her mental develop-
ment stopped and she spends most of her
time lolling on the thin mat that covers the
cave’s floor.

Original features 
Any original features, such as the bright-

ly-colored geometric murals that were
painted by the monks who created these
caves, are long gone. They ’ve been
destroyed by time, the elements and the
wear-and-tear of hundreds of years of habi-
tation - including the fires that residents
build for cooking and heat. “Life here is dif-
ficult,” Marzia, 30, said. Water must be
fetched from a nearby stream, and a 9-volt
battery charges a solar panel that provides
light after dark. Cooking is done on a stove
fuelled by a gas bottle. They have installed
a door and a step up into the one room
that all seven members of the family share.
Smaller caves outside are used for storage.

On the rural outskirts of the city, amid
the rutted fields where the province’s main
potato crop is grown, the cave-dwellers do
what they can with their meagre resources,
determined that the next generation will
have a better life. As Shiite Muslims of the
Hazara minority they have suffered historic
persecution, but they have also benefitted
from immense largesse from international
charities and governments.

Amid an intensifying Taleban-led insur-
gency, Bamiyan is a haven of peace, as the
Shiite Hazaras have successfully kept the
war off their territory since the end of the
Sunni Taleban’s regime - under which they
were persecuted and much of the
province’s Buddhist heritage destroyed. A
proliferation in recent years of all-covering
burqas and hijabs among the local women
attests to a growing concern about the war
as it spreads elsewhere in the country.

Freshta Ahmadi runs a school for 25 chil-
dren aged 4 to 9 years old, who gather in
the living room of her family’s three-room
cave home six days a week to learn reading,
writing and math. Freshta is 18, in her last
year of secondary school and hopes one

day to become a doctor. She has been run-
ning the cave school since 2012 with mon-
ey donated by Parsa, an Afghan charity.
“These children are from poor families,
their fathers are itinerant workers, farmers,
or refugees from other poorer areas,” she
said. Their circumstances don’t dampen
ambition, however - the children, mostly
girls, stand in turn at the whiteboard, com-
plete a few exercises in front of their class-
mates, then reiterate their plans for a future
as doctors, police officers or engineers.

Two massive Buddhas 
Bamiyan is probably best known as the

site of two massive Buddhas, one 55 meters
tall, the other 38 meters (124 feet) tall, that
were carved into the cliff face above the
modern city between the 4th and 6th
Centuries and which were destroyed by the
Taleban at the urging of al-Qaida in early
2001, in a defiant show of extremist power
and hubris ahead of the attacks on the
United States on September 11 that year.

Their memory lingers now in gaping
niches where the magnificent statues
stood as part of an extensive monastic
center that included up to 12,000 caves
used by monks as devotional getaways. It
formed an elaborate network of monaster-
ies, assembly halls, residencies and large
sanctuaries that were decorated with fres-
cos and statues, many produced with
techniques unique to this part of the
world, according to archaeologist Rasool
Shojaei, who previously worked on their
restoration with the United Nations’
Educational,  Scientif ic and Cultural
Organization.

UNESCO has classified the “cultural land-
scape and archaeological remains of the
Bamiyan Valley” as a world heritage site
representing Buddhist and Islamic religious
and artistic developments from the 1st to
13th Centuries.

The provincial government is working
with UNESCO to restore the valley’s eight
significant sites, including the Ghulghulah
fortress, believed to be Bamiyan’s original
staging post on the old Silk Road that
linked China to India. The fortress was
razed by Genghis Khan’s hoards in the early
13th Century and never regained its glory.

Determined to develop on its own
terms, the province hosts around a dozen
international events a year, said Kabir
Dadras, head of the local office of the
Ministry of Information and Culture, includ-
ing a marathon, a skiing competition and a
variety of cultural festivals. “Bamiyan is very
popular with Indians, Japanese and
Koreans because of the Buddhist heritage,”
he said.

As part of those plans, he said, all the
people still living in the grottoes, and
assessed as sufficiently poverty-stricken to
qualify for the government’s land re-distri-
bution program, will be moved to new
townships on the outskirts of the city by
2018, he said.

For Marzia, it’s been a lot of talk and no
action. “I’ve spoken with the governor and
a lot of officials have been here to see us,”
she said. “They keep promising that they
will give us a flat, but we’ve no idea when,
or even if, it will happen.”

Meanwhile, her 8-year-old daughter
Shepha Qah, who studies at the Parsa cave
school, harbors hopes of becoming a doc-
tor. “I have belief in my daughter’s ambi-
tions, that’s why we left Maidan-Wardak, so
that our children could go to school and
have a better life,” said Marzia.—AP

BAMIYAN, Afghanistan: In this Monday, Nov. 7, 2016 photo, Marzia, 30, in blue, talks
to her neighbor near her cave.—AP

SEOUL: South Korean protesters hold up cards during a rally calling for South Korean President Park Geun-hye to step down yesterday.—AP

Afghan cave dwellers brace 
against a shifting landscape

YANGON: Myanmar’s state media yesterday denied Bangladesh border
guards’ accounts of Rohingya Muslims fleeing conflict at home by trying to
cross into the northern neighbor. A commanding officer of Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) said on Friday his staff provided food and medicines to
82 people, including women and children, attempting to leave Myanmar
but turned them back from the frontier. Two boats with 86 people were
pushed back on Tuesday.

State-run English language newspaper Global New Light of Myanmar
said on Saturday a newly created information taskforce had found the
reports to be untrue. “An inquiry into news reports by Reuters that nearly
200 people fleeing Myanmar had been arrested and repulsed yesterday by
Bangladesh border guards has been found to be false,” said the newspaper,
quoting BGB officials.

Soldiers have flooded the north of Rakhine state, along Myanmar’s fron-
tier with Bangladesh, responding to attacks by alleged Muslim militants on
border posts on Oct. 9. Sixty-nine suspected insurgents and 17 members
of the security forces have been killed since the violence began, according
to official reports.

Earlier this month, Myanmar denied accusations by Rohingya that its
military had killed people fleeing the conflict which has displaced up to
30,000 people. Rohingya residents have told Reuters hundreds have tried
to flee to Bangladesh after fighting intensified a week ago. The U.N.
refugee agency has said the border should be kept open for people fleeing
violence.

The conflict is the biggest test for Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San
Suu Kyi since becoming Myanmar’s de facto leader seven months ago, lay-
ing bare her lack of oversight over the military, which has been accused of
human rights violations against ethnic minorities in the past. The Global
New Light of Myanmar said the government planned to create an investi-
gation commission to look into the “violent attacks in Maungtaw”, the

Myanmar denies Bangladeshi claims 
of Muslims trying to flee over border

region in Rakhine at the center of the unrest. The report did not specify
whether the probe would include an investigation of allegations of human
rights abuses that the United Nations, the United States and Britain have
called for.—Reuters

Blast kills three 
soldiers, injures 

four in Assam, India
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CANBERRA, Australia: A 21-year-old
man accused of injuring 26 bystanders
when he set himself on fire with gaso-
line in a bank branch in Australia’s sec-
ond-largest  city was identif ied on
Saturday as a Myanmar asylum seeker
who had been waiting three years to
be accepted as a refugee. The suspect,
known by his friends as Noor, and five
bystanders were taken to hospital with
serious burns following the fire at the
Commonwealth Bank of  Austral ia
branch in the Melbourne suburb of
Springvale Friday morning, officials
said. Another 21 people ranging from
children to elderly in their 80s were
taken to hospitals with breathing prob-
lems. Noor, who remained under police

guard on Saturday, came to Australia
by boat as a lone teen in 2013 and had
been waiting to be granted a refugee
visa ever since, said Pamela Curr, who
recently retired from the non-govern-
ment Asylum Seeker Resource Center
outside Melbourne.

Curr did not know why Noor had
allegedly decided to set himself alight.
But she said the Immigration
Department was threatening to make
thousands of asylum seekers financially
desperate by cutting their benefits if
their refugee claims were rejected. “The
department is going to starve thou-
sands of people out of the country, or
so they think,” Curr said.

A member of Myanmar’s minority-

Musl im Rohingya community in
Melbourne, Habib Habib, said Noor
speaks Rohingya, although he might
not himself identify as Rohingya. Noor
had been struggling financially to help
support his family in Myanmar with the
government benefits he is paid every
two weeks, Habib said.  Asylum seekers
are not legally allowed to work.

Habib had been told that Noor’s lat-
est benefit had not been deposited
into his bank account when it was due
on Wednesday and that Noor had
returned to the bank each day in the
hope of making a withdrawal. Noor’s
friends had become concerned by the
state of his mental health as years
passed without his refugee claim being

resolved. “ This system makes all  of
them crazy. They ’re in legal limbo,”
Habib said.

Pol ice have yet to announce a
motive for the fire, which was quickly
extinguished. Closed-circuit television
footage showed Noor walking toward
the bank carrying a plastic bottle of
gasoline that he had bought from a
nearby gas station moments before the
blaze. Acting Prime Minister Barnaby
Joyce on Saturday declined to com-
ment on Noor’s refugee claim. “You’d
have to lose your mind to do some-
thing so cruel,” Joyce told reporters.

Noor arrived in Australia shortly
before July 19, 2013, when the govern-
ment introduced a hard-line policy

banning refugees who arrive by boat
after  that date from ever mak ing
Australia home. Since then, asylum
seekers have been sent to Australia-run
camps on the Pacific island nations of
Papua New Guinea and Nauru. Two
refugees on Nauru set  themselves
alight within a week early this year. The
first was a 23-year-old Iranian man who
died. A 21-year-old Somali woman sur-
vived after  hospital  treatment in
Australia. Noor was initially detained in
an immigration camp on the Australian
territory of Christmas Island in the
Indian Ocean before he was relocated
to Melbourne on a bridging visa while
awaiting the outcome of his refugee
application, Curr said.—AP

Myanmar man accused of self-immolation in Australian bank

TAGUIG CITY, East of Manila, Philippines: In this photo provided by Jun Gudoy from the Office of Ilocos Norte Governor Imee Marcos, led by wife
Imelda Marcos, in black, the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos’ family follows the flag-draped casket during a ceremony of his burial at the Heroes’
Cemetery on Friday.—AP

MANILA: Family members and followers of
Philippine dictator Ferdinand Marcos gathered
Saturday for a vigil at his tomb, a day after his
secrecy-shrouded burial at the country’s Heroes’
Cemetery triggered widespread protests three
decades following the strongman’s ouster.

Marcos’ widow Imelda, clad in black, thanked
supporters and local officials who traveled by
bus from Marcos’ northern home province to
pay their respects. She said they had given her
family strength as they kept the hope for nearly
30 years to have him buried at the national
cemetery, which is reserved for former presi-
dents, national artists and soldiers.

Thousands of pro-democracy activists who
rallied in Manila on Friday say the decades long
debate over the ex-president’s final resting place
was far from over and they were planning more
protests in the days and weeks ahead.

President Duterte
President Rodrigo Duterte, who gave the go-

ahead for the burial, appealed for calm. “I know
Ferdinand will at last be at rest here at the
Heroes’ Cemetery,” Imelda Marcos said in front of
a black tomb surrounded by wreaths of white
flowers.  “But I know we still have a lot of criti-
cisms to face.”

Her daughter, Ilocos Norte Gov. Imee Marcos,
and son Sen. Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr.
also thanked supporters and apologized for
keeping the burial secret. He said there were
reports that anti-Marcos groups would create
trouble.

The burial threatens to open old wounds in
the Philippines, where Marcos is accused of mas-
sive human rights violations and corruption
under martial law he had placed the country
during half of his 20-year iron-fist rule. He was
ousted in a “people power” street protests in
1986 that sent him and his family into exile in
Hawaii, where he died three years later.

Vice President Leni Robredo, who ran in May
elections under Duterte’s rival party, questioned
why the burial was carried out even before a
Supreme Court decision allowing it has become
final. “We are alarmed by the brazenness of its
execution,” she said in a speech. “Hidden wealth,
hidden human rights abuses, and now a hidden
burial with complete disrespect for the rule of
law.” Bonifacio Ilagan, a left-wing activist who
was detained and tortured during Marcos’ rule,
said the dictator was buried “like a thief in the
night.” “This is so Marcos style. I want to rush to
the cemetery to protest this. I feel so enraged,”
Ilagan told The Associated Press on Friday.

A lawmaker considered asking the Supreme
Court to exhume the newly buried Marcos. But
Duterte, who is attending an Asia-Pacific summit
in Lima, Peru, said through his spokesman that
“hopefully both sides will exercise maximum tol-
erance and come to terms with the burial.” The
powerful Marcos family has repeatedly denied
any wrongdoing and after returning from US
exile in 1991, Imelda Marcos and two of her chil-
dren eventually ran for public office and won
stunning political comebacks. Son, Ferdinand Jr.,
ran for vice president in May and lost by a slim

margin to Robredo.
In 1993, Marcos’s body was taken to his

hometown in Ilocos Norte, where it was dis-
played in a glass coffin and became a tourist

attraction. But his family fought for his remains
to be transferred to the Heroes’ Cemetery.

Duterte backed Marcos’s burial, saying it was
his right as a president and soldier.—AP

Marcos family hold vigil 

at tomb amid protests

‘Finally resting here at the Heroes’ Cemetery’

ULAANBAATAR, Mongolia: The Dalai Lama
preached yesterday to thousands of support-
ers in Mongolia, on a visit set to test the
country’s ties with China at a time when it is
seeking a critical aid package from its power-
ful neighbor.

The exiled Tibetan spiritual leader
addressed followers at the Gandantegchenlin
monastery and spoke about materialism to
kick-start a four-day visit that Mongolia has
said will be purely religious in nature and
won’t include meetings with officials. Still, the
trip could have repercussions for land-locked
Mongolia’s relationship with China, which
protested previous visits by the Dalai Lama
by briefly closing its border in 2002 and tem-
porarily canceling flights from Beijing in 2006.

China views the Dalai Lama as a separatist
seeking to split Tibet from China and strongly
opposes all countries from hosting the monk,
who has been based in India since fleeing
Tibet during an abortive uprising against
Chinese rule in 1959.

On Friday, China’s Foreign Ministry strong-
ly urged Mongolia to deny the Dalai Lama a
visit for the sake of a “sound and steady”
development of bilateral ties. The Dalai
Lama’s visit comes at a time when Mongolian
leaders are seeking a $4.2 billion loan from
Beijing to pull the country out of a deep
recession.  With commodity prices slumping,

Mongolia is running out of hard currency to
repay foreign debts and is seeking help from
a neighbor that accounts for roughly 90 per-
cent of its exports.

Mongolian Buddhism is closely tied to
Tibet ’s strain and many in the heavily
Buddhist country revere the Dalai Lama, who
made his first visit in 1979. Mongolian reli-
gious figures say the visit could be the last for
the 81-year-old spiritual leader, and some of
his followers traveled hundreds of miles to
see him while braving the coldest November
temperatures in a decade.

Daritseren, a 73-year-old ethnic
Mongolian from Russian Siberia, said she only
heard on Friday that the Dalai Lama was visit-
ing Mongolia and traveled with 40 other peo-
ple for 15 hours overnight to make it just in
time for the sermon.

Boldbaatar, a 75-year-old herder, said he
rushed from 200 kilometers away. “I’m an old
man,” he said. “Maybe I’m seeing His Holiness,
the incarnation of Lord Buddha, for the last
time.” The Dalai Lama is scheduled to chant
special sutras on Sunday at a large sports
facility built by Chinese companies through
Chinese aid. Religious scholars say during the
visit the Dalai Lama is expected to offer input
on the search for the 10th reincarnation of
the Jebtsundamba Khutuktu, a top-ranked
lama in Buddhism.-AP

Dalai Lama preaches in 

Mongolia, angering China

GUANGZHOU, China: Dreams are fading in
China for African traders like Mouhamadou
Moustapha Dieng, who in 2003 was among
the first wave of Africans to set up homes and
companies in this port city and forge trading
links between China and the African continent.

Young African traders who want to follow
in the footsteps of Dieng’s generation com-
plain of difficulties getting visas, police crack-
downs and prejudice, which come amid rising
nationalism and slowing economic growth.
Guangzhou is believed to have the largest
African population in Asia, but many are leav-
ing as long -time traders struggle against a
slowdown in the Chinese economy and
increased competition from Chinese traders
and the internet. “Now the trade is almost fin-
ished,” said Dieng, 54 and from Senegal.  His
profits are down 40 percent from a decade
ago. In the absence of a Senegalese consulate
in the city, newly arrived 20-somethings on
tourist visas head directly to his office for
advice on how to do business in China. “They
come with their bags, they sit down, they
don’t have anywhere to sleep, they don’t have
money,” said the father-of-four. “Most of them,
after 10, 15 days they go back.”

In recent times
Over recent decades, Chinese companies

and entrepreneurs have spread out across
Africa building stadiums, roads and other
large projects, cultivating land, running
hotels and opening restaurants. Less well-
known are the thousands of Africans who
live in or regularly visit the southern trading
port of Guangzhou, which neighbors Hong
Kong. Estimates of this population of resi-
dents and floating traders vary, and the
police’s entry-exit administration declined to
comment or offer data. The city’s vice mayor
said in 2014 that there were approximately
16,000 Africans in Guangzhou, of which
4,000 were residents.  Guangzhou’s popula-
tion is 13.5 million.

The first African traders started arriving in
Guangzhou in the late 1990s, attracted by its
annual international trade fair, China’s eco-
nomic boom and the ease of doing commerce
in the city thanks to its wholesale markets, fac-
tories and low prices. Guangzhou had benefit-
ed from being one of the first Chinese cities
allowed to open up to business in the 1980s,
giving it a head start in attracting exporters.

Now that rosy picture has faded. Traders
have to compete with online companies like
Alibaba that allow customers to order from

their offices rather than going to markets.
They also have more competition from
Chinese, like Dieng’s former employee who
started her own business targeting his
clients after picking up the Senegalese lan-
guage Wolof.

The Associated Press spoke to 15 Africans
in Guangzhou, both residents and traders
who travel back and forth. Some long-timers
reported that the city had become more wel-
coming over the years as mutual understand-
ing increased between Chinese and Africans.
But others spoke of hostility from locals and
authorities, which comes amid a growing
wariness of foreigners promoted by President
Xi Jinping’s administration. Observers say the
Communist Party is leaning on nationalism to
distract from slowing economic growth.

Claudia Thaiya, 30, who sends electronics,
furniture, clothes and shoes back home to
Kenya, says when she went to look at an
apartment recently, the advertised price went
up when the landlord saw her. In some shops,
she says, she hears derogatory comments
about her skin color. “It shows that we’re seen
as dirty,” said Thaiya, a former teacher.

Benjamin Stevens had a business selling
liquor in Zambia before coming to study
Chinese and civil engineering two years ago.
He says he sees Africans being stopped by
police to have their papers checked every
day, and Chinese move away from him on the
subway. “Now what I plan is to get what I
want and that’s the knowledge, about civil
engineering, and go and put it into practice
in my country,” he said. Dieng, who lives close
to the center of Xiaobei, an urban village
nicknamed “Little Africa,” said that for the past
year, he has had to register at the local police
station every month, rather than annually as
in the past. “It seems they want the Africans
to leave this area,” Dieng said. “Every month
now, I have to go to the police station, every
month. I feel like I’m in jail.”

An officer at the Jianshe police station,
who did not identify himself, said that it
“depends on different cases” as to how often
foreigners should register.

Heidi Haugen, who researches Africans in
China at the University of Oslo, said that the
government wants to appear “in control to
their local constituents - although they’re not
elected, that’s an all-important part of legit-
imizing the government.” “So if the immigrant
population becomes too large and too visi-
ble, then that can become a political problem
in itself,” she said.—AP

China’s African population 

declines amid crackdown

GUANGZHOU, China: In this photo taken Thursday, Aug. 11, 2016, head of
Guangzhou’s Tanzania community, John Rwehumbiza, poses for a photo during an
interview.—AP

ULAANBAATAR, Mongolia: Dalai Lama, center, waves as he arrives at the Janraiseg tem-
ple of Gandantegchinlen monastery to greet Mongolian people yesterday.—AP

Trump’s national security adviser 

to tackle N Korea nuclear threat 

SEOUL: US President-elect Donald Trump’s
national security adviser says North Korea’s
nuclear programme would be given a high
priority under the new administration, a
South Korean official who held talks with
him said yesterday.

Michael Flynn, one of Trump’s closest
advisers, also said he would work to
strengthen the US alliance with South
Korea, calling the relationship “vital,” the
South’s deputy presidential national securi-
ty adviser Cho Tae-yong was quoted as say-
ing by Yonhap news agency.

Cho was leading a South Korean delega-
tion to the United States to meet with key
advisers to the president-elect to discuss
the two countries’ response to the North’s
pursuit of nuclear weapons in defiance of
international sanctions.

Cho spoke to South Korean reporters in
Washington following the meeting with
Flynn, Yonhap said.

Flynn is a retired Army lieutenant gener-
al and a military intelligence veteran of
three decades who has championed
Trump’s promises to take a more aggressive
approach to terrorism. His appointment as
national security adviser this week does not

require Senate confirmation.
The North conducted its fourth and fifth

nuclear tests this year under young leader
Kim Jong Un, who has vowed to build a
nuclear arsenal and ballistic missiles to
deliver them.

The UN Security Council has held discus-
sions to adopt a toughened new sanctions
resolution following the North’s Sept. 9
nuclear blast. US President Barack Obama
has been criticized by Congressional
Republicans that his policy of “strategic
patience” was a failure and that he must
make full use of sanctions authorities given
to him by Congress.

Trump pledged his commitment to
defend South Korea under an existing
security alliance during a phone call with
South Korean President Park Geun-hye,
Yonhap said last week. Trump had suggest-
ed during the election campaign he would
be willing to withdraw US military sta-
tioned in South Korea unless Seoul paid a
greater share of the cost of the deploy-
ment.

There are about 28,500 US troops based
in South Korea in combined defense
against North Korea.—Reuters
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There are more than 30,000 Kuwaitis in the US,
according to Silverman, about half of whom are stu-
dents. “We welcome more Kuwaitis and we are very hap-
py because of their positive experience in the US. They
study in the US and come back to Kuwait to contribute
to the society and economy. I presented my credentials
to HH the Amir and met high-ranking officials at the
ministry of foreign affairs, defense, interior, education,
labor and information, and I appreciate the cooperation I
have with these officials. We also had a few trade mis-
sions in Kuwait this year on health, education, security
and safety,” he pointed out.  

Silverman was asked about recent cases of Kuwaiti
students arrested in the US for having videos and photos
on their laptops and mobiles that were deemed inap-
propriate. “Kuwait has around 15,000 students in the US,
and a very tiny number of students have experienced
this problem,” he explained. “These cases are being high-
lighted on social media, but even American citizens are
questioned by the authorities, and not just foreigners.
They are not being arrested because they are Kuwaitis,
or because they are Arabs or Muslims,” he emphasized. 

Silverman said a majority of these cases are related to
students who quit their studies but do not change their
status. “When you go back to America and have not
changed your status, you’ll be questioned. If you are a

student, please coordinate with your schools. If you have
credit hours, you have to follow up - these are university
regulations. The government of Kuwait is mostly paying
their expenses, so when they send students abroad, they
expect them to study. So my advice to Kuwaiti students
is please change your status if you are no longer a stu-
dent. If you have any issues, you have to inform the uni-
versity about it,” he explained. 

Silverman spoke about his meeting with HH the Amir
during the opening of the new Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural
Center. “It’s more than an opera house - it’s for theater,
film and music. I understand it will be an educational
center too. I was impressed as the building itself is state-
of-the-art and a work of art. It will help put Kuwait on
the global cultural map. It is very important that we have
cultural exchanges,” he added. 

The US envoy also hailed Kuwait’s humanitarian work,
which he said has helped many people around the
world. “I believe Kuwait plays an important role in
humanitarian work. Before coming here as US ambassa-
dor, I came three times as a US representative, as Kuwait
hosted many pledging conferences for Syrian refugees
and for countries hosting refugees. We really appreciate
the Kuwaiti role. Kuwait also cosponsored the refugee
conference in London, where HH the Amir was recog-
nized, and the UN Secretary General was there too. It
reflects the generosity of the Kuwaiti people. It does
make a difference,” he concluded. 

US envoy: Ties with Kuwait strong despite...

Continued from Page 1

Ahmad Al-Mulaifi leads a host of former lawmakers
who are bidding a comeback. They include former oppo-
sition MPs Adel Al-Damkhi and Osama Al-Shaheen and
leading Shiite cleric Hussein Al-Qallaf, who will be fight-
ing against his brother Fakher Al-Qallaf.

In the second district, 44 candidates are left in the
field with seven members of the previous house and
eight former MPs. Prominent among candidates are
speaker of the dissolved house Marzouq Al-Ghanem,
Ahmad Lari, Rakan Al-Nasef and Khalaf Dumaitheer.
Former MPs include Salafists Ahmad Baqer and Fahd Al-
Khannah, Islamists from the Islamic Constitutional
Movement Jamaan Al-Harbash and Hamad Al-Matar, in
addition to Riyadh Al-Adasani.

Fifty-four hopefuls are competing for the 10 seats in
the third constituency. They include nine members of the

dissolved Assembly and seven former MPs, five of them
from the opposition. Jamal Al-Omar, Yaqoub Al-Sane,
Roudhan Al-Roudhan and Khalil Abul are among the out-
going Assembly members, while Waleed Al-Tabtabaei,
Ammar Al-Ajmi, Shaye Al-Shaye and Safa Al-Hashem are
former lawmakers.

In the fourth constituency, 68 candidates are left with
eight members of the previous Assembly and eight for-
mer MPs - all of them from the opposition. The former
include Askar Al-Enezi,  Mubarak Al-Khrainej and
Mohammad Tana, while the latter include opposition fig-
ures Osama Al-Munawer, Shuaib Al-Muwaizri and
Mohammad Hayef.

The fifth district has the largest number of hopefuls
with 69, including seven members of the previous
Assembly and six former MPs. Prominent candidates are
Hamdan Al-Azemi, Mohammad Al-Huwailah, Bader Al-
Dahoum and Nayef Al-Merdas.

287 candidates remain in race 

Continued from Page 1

He added that NCCAL is in consultation with the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
to add Bahrah I Excavation Zone to the World Heritage List
given its universal value and unique and exceptional signif-

icance to human civilization. “A UNESCO team led by Dr
Mohammad Bu-Zyan visited the site as part of efforts to list
it as a world heritage site,” Duweesh said. NCCAL pursues a
careful plan for archeological excavations and survey of the
area, which bears the promise of providing a clearer insight
into human life in the Stone Age, he added. — KUNA

‘Oldest’ fingerprint found in Kuwait

Continued from Page 1

It added that the action could include “claims for
the consequences of any damages resulting from
your illegal acts”. The IOC sent a similar warning at
the start of November. The IOC and FIFA protested

after police were used to forcibly take over the head-
quarters of the Kuwait Olympic Committee and the
KFA. “FIFA will not accept any of its members to
establish contact or sporting relations with the gov-
ernment-appointed officials,” the FIFA secretary gen-
eral said in the latest letter. — AFP 

FIFA threatens legal action against Kuwait

Continued from Page 1

to settle the lawsuits. “I settled the Trump University
lawsuit for a small fraction of the potential award
because as President I have to focus on our country,”
Trump wrote on Twitter yesterday morning. New York
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman has said over 5,000
students across the country were defrauded out of
about $40 million, so Trump’s settlement of $25 million
was around 60 percent of these estimated damages.
“The ONLY bad thing about winning the Presidency is
that I did not have the time to go through a long but
winning trial on Trump U. Too bad!” He said in a second
tweet.

In announcing the settlement, Schneiderman said
the deal followed repeated refusals by Trump “to settle
for even modest amounts of compensation for the vic-

tims of his phony university”. In a statement,
Schneiderman called the settlement a “stunning rever-
sal by Donald Trump and a major victory for the over
6,000 victims of his fraudulent university.”

Students had claimed they were they were lured by
false promises into paying up to $35,000 to learn
Trump’s real estate investing secrets from his hand-
picked instructors. Trump’s lawyers denied this. The deal
covers three lawsuits relating to Trump University: Two
class actions suits in California and a New York case
brought by Schneiderman. US District Judge Gonzalo
Curiel in San Diego must still approve the settlement.
During his election campaign, Trump said that Curiel,
who was born in Indiana to Mexican immigrant parents,
could not be impartial because of Trump’s campaign
pledge to build a wall on the US-Mexico border to con-
trol illegal immigration.  — Reuters

Trump settles Trump University lawsuits 

Continued from Page 1

“The severity of the bombing has inflicted huge
damage on the few hospitals working around the
clock to provide medical care.”

A White Helmets centre in the Bab Al-Nayrab dis-
trict was also destroyed in an air strike on Friday, and
rescuers have struggled to cope with the pace with of
the bombing. “We have no more (body) bags,” said one
rescue worker in another video posted yesterday by
the group. The Observatory said at least 27 civilians
were killed in east Aleppo yesterday, with the toll likely

to rise because of the number of seriously wounded.
The deaths brought the death toll since Tuesday to 92,
with state media saying two people were also killed in
rebel fire on the government-held west of Aleppo yes-
terday.

The assault on rebel-held Aleppo has ended a peri-
od of relative respite after Russia halted its strikes and
organized a series of brief truces to encourage resi-
dents and surrendering rebels to leave. Syria expert
Thomas Pierret said regime forces “intended to com-
bine air strikes with famine resulting from the siege to
get rebels to surrender”.  —  AFP 

Regime jets pound rebel Aleppo

SANAA: A Yemeni youth rides his bicycle at a market yesterday in the capital as a 48-hour ceasefire began. — AFP 

SANAA: Yemen rebels and loyalist forces battled yester-
day around third city Taez even as a 48-hour ceasefire
announced by a Saudi-led coalition fighting the insur-
gents began following US pressure. A few hours after
the ceasefire took effect at midday (0900 GMT), fighting
still raged around the flashpoint southwestern city,
where violence has killed dozens this week, despite
clashes subsiding on several fronts.

Clashes were heaviest in the town of Salo southeast
of Taez, military sources said, reporting casualties on
both sides. Inside Taez itself, rebel rocket fire into a resi-
dential district killed one civilian and wounded two, the
sources added. Intermittent fighting was also reported
in Nahm near the capital Sanaa, in Shabwa in the south
and Sarwah to the east.

The ceasefire comes after a push by US Secretary of
State John Kerry who this week met rebel representa-
tives in Oman and also urged the government to come
on board. At first the government, which has deep
reservations about a UN peace blueprint it believes
undermines its authority, rejected the peace bid before
later agreeing to observe it. Yemen’s government has
come under huge pressure to back down in the face of
an international outcry over the mounting civilian
death toll from 20 months of conflict. “There are inter-
national pressures to observe a ceasefire and to resume
(peace) negotiations,” a source close to the presidency
told AFP, requesting anonymity.

The 48-hour truce could be extended if the rebels
hold fire and allow aid into besieged loyalist enclaves,
said a coalition statement carried by the official Saudi
Press Agency. “We really hope that the war will end. All
Yemenis are very tired of the conflict,” said Khaled Al-
Waysi, a resident of Sanaa. Another resident, Sadeq
Juhaifi, said: “We want one of the parties to be coura-
geous enough to announce longterm peace, not just a
two or one-day ceasefire.”

AFP received a copy of an official document issued
by the defense ministry ordering all pro-government

forces to abide by the ceasefire, report violations, and
reserve the right to respond to any rebel breaches. A
spokesman for forces allied to the Iran-backed Houthi
rebels, Brigadier General Sharaf Luqman, confirmed that
they would also abide by the ceasefire. “Based on the
agreement reached in Muscat, we affirm our commit-
ment to the ceasefire if the other party respects it,”
Luqman said of the accord signed Monday with Kerry.

Six previous attempts to clinch a ceasefire have
foundered, the latest in October. All those truces were
“useless”, said Sanaa resident Abdullah Hassan. “We
need a real truce, not one which is just for media con-
sumption,” added the 29-year-old. UN envoy Ismail Ould
Cheikh Ahmed urged all parties “to encourage full
respect for the cessation of hostilities and to ensure that
it leads to a permanent and lasting end to the conflict”.

Exiled President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi has reject-
ed a UN proposal to step down while his government
forms a unity administration with the rebels. In an
apparent bid to prove his legitimacy, the coalition
underlined that the ceasefire came at Hadi’s request.
The president asked Saudi King Salman for the pause “in
response to UN and international efforts to bring peace
to Yemen” and allow aid deliveries, its statement said.
Millions of civilians, many of whom have fled their
homes, desperately need humanitarian aid. The coali-
tion has enforced an air and sea blockade on rebel-held
areas throughout its intervention. That will remain in
place for the duration of the ceasefire, it said. 

Despite the support of coalition firepower, the
rebels still control Sanaa and most of the northern and
central highlands. Some towns held by loyalist gar-
risons are under rebel siege, including Taez. The coali-
tion insisted that aid must be allowed into those areas
for the ceasefire to be extended. It also demanded that
the rebels send representatives to a monitoring com-
mittee provided for under a previous, abortive cease-
fire. That committee is to meet just across the border in
Saudi Arabia. — AFP 

Fighting mars Yemen ceasefire
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Washington Watch

It wasn’t just talk. If there was any doubt about
whether Donald Trump meant business with his
hardline campaign pronouncements on immi-

gration, race, terrorism and more, the president-
elect went a long way to dispel them Friday with his
first appointments to his national security team and
at the Justice Department.

Trump’s trifecta in selecting Sen Jeff Sessions for
attorney general, retired Lt Gen Michael Flynn for
national security adviser and Rep Mike Pompeo to
lead the CIA sent a strong message that Americans
are going to get what they voted for in electing a
Republican whose campaign talk about national
security matters largely toggled between tough
and tougher.

There has been ongoing mystery about what
to expect in a Trump presidency: Even some of
Trump’s own supporters wrote off some of his
more provocative campaign comments. Trump’s
own policy statements have zigged and zagged
depending on the audience.  And his first two
appointments to the White House staff - GOP
Chairman Reince Priebus as chief of staff and
onetime Breitbart News chief Steve Bannon as a
senior adviser - sent a mixed message with the
choice of an establishment figure and a flame-
throwing outsider.

But Friday’s picks offered a concrete indication
that Trump’s presidency may in fact be headed
sharply to the right on issues of national security. “If
you believe in personnel as policy, it’s pretty clear
where the arrows are pointing,” says Calvin
Mackenzie, a presidential scholar at Colby College
in Maine. Princeton historian Julian Zelizer says the
three choices all represent conservative figures
with track records in government, not “wildly out-
of-the-box people who don’t even come from the
world of politics.”

“That’s a message not just about him following
through on his campaign promises, but it’s about
partisanship,” says Zelizer. “He’s giving a signal to the
Republicans to stick with him because he’ll deliver.”
Trump still has plenty of big appointments yet to
make, including secretary of state, that could tele-
graph other directions. And Congress, too, will have
a say in setting national security policy.

Trump’s three latest all have sharply differed
with Obama administration policy:

l Sessions, the Alabama senator and former
federal prosecutor, is known for his tough stance on
immigration enforcement. He’s questioned
whether terrorism suspects should get the protec-
tion of the US court system, opposes closing the
detention center at Guantanamo Bay and has high-
lighted concerns about voting fraud, which the
Obama administration sees as a non-issue. He has
said Obama’s counterterrorism policies have
“emboldened our enemies” and those concerned
about warrantless wiretaps have “exaggerated the
extent to which this is somehow violative of our

Constitution”. His appointment to a federal judge-
ship in 1986 fell through after he was accused of
making racially charged statements while US attor-
ney in Alabama.

l Pompeo, the three-term congressman from
Kansas, is an outspoken opponent of the Iran
nuclear deal, has said NSA leaker Edward Snowden
is a traitor who deserves the death sentence and
has said Muslim leaders are “potentially complicit”
in terrorist attacks if they do not denounce violence
carried out in the name of Islam.

l Flynn stepped down as director of the
Defense Intelligence Agency in April 2014 and said
he’d been forced out because he disagreed with
Obama’s approach to combatting extremism.
Critics said he’d mismanaged the agency. Flynn has
pressed for a more aggressive US campaign against
the Islamic State group, and favors working more
closely with Russia.

The three appointments sync up with messages
that Trump voters sent in the exit polls on Election
Night. Trump’s backers put a higher priority on
addressing terrorism and immigration than did
Clinton’s supporters. Three-fourths of them said the
US was doing very badly or somewhat badly at
dealing with IS. Just 2 in 10 thought blacks are treat-
ed unfairly in the US criminal justice system. Three-
fourths backed building a wall on the southern bor-
der to control illegal immigration.

Trump’s positions, meanwhile, have gone
through different iterations, continue to evolve and
still have big gaps. On immigration, his views have
arrived at a policy that sounds much like
Washington as usual. The approach he sketched out
in a post-election interview on “60 Minutes” would
embrace the Obama administration’s push to
deport the most serious criminals who are in the US
illegally as well as the call by many Republican law-
makers to secure the border before considering any
legal status for those who’ve committed immigra-
tion violations but otherwise lived lawfully. He even
pulled back a bit on his vaunted southern wall, sug-
gesting a fence may be enough for part of it.

Trump the campaigner also moved away from
his inflammatory vow to freeze the entry of for-
eign Muslims into the US, settling late in the race
on “extreme” vetting of immigrants from countries
and regions plagued by violent radicalism. He’s
vowed to crush the Islamic State group, but he
won’t say how. Trump has also said he believes in
enhanced interrogation techniques, which can
include waterboarding and other types of torture
that are against the law and that many experts
argue are ineffective.

Republican Rep Devin Nunes of California, the
chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, on
Friday dismissed Trump’s comments about water-
boarding as the talk of a “first-time neophyte run-
ning for office.” “Water-boarding coming back, I find
that hard to believe,” he said.  —AP 

Trump appointments signal security hard line

Commentary on the US elections has shifted from post-
mortems to predictions; from how did Donald Trump win, to
what will he do now that he has won. Projecting what any

President-elect will do is often a fool’s errand and in Trump’s case is
made even more difficult by the fact that it’s not at all certain that
he knows what he’ll do.

Running a government is different than running for office.
Campaigning is, at least on one important level, an individual sport.
A candidate can go out and say whatever works for an adoring
audience. Governing, on the other hand, requires a competent and
compliant team effort and the ability to manage or adapt to many
competing social and political realities. As a result, turning promises
into policy often involves messy compromise.

It already appears that the President-elect is tempering or even
walking back from many of the positions he articulated during the
campaign. Remember the “big beautiful wall that Mexico will pay
for”? Well, it now appears that it won’t exactly be a “wall”, but very
tough security at the border - and Mexico won’t be paying for it
after all. And not all eleven million undocumented immigrants will
be rounded up and deported, only the two to three million who
have criminal records - something President Obama has already
been doing. Similarly, after being briefed on the provisions of
“Obamacare”, Trump now appears to have concluded that, instead
of scraping the whole thing, there are some good aspects of the
legislation that should be protected with improvements being
made to make health care more affordable. It even appears that he
is approaching the once reviled the “Iran Deal” a bit more cautious-
ly, suggesting that instead of tearing it up, he may opt for more
strenuous enforcement.  

Reality 
The reality is that far from being the captain of the team, a presi-

dent is often the captive of his team and of the world, as he finds it.
In the first instance, the president must rely of the information he
receives from those who he has appointed, just as he is dependent
on their ability to execute his directives. That is why it is important
to see who Trump appoints to sensitive Administrative posts. While
all we know about the President-elect’s views are his top-of-mind
pronouncements designed to elicit cheers at campaign rallies, his
early roster of key staff appointments can provide some indication
as to the direction his Administration may take on important issues.
The fact that many are hardline ideologues is cause for concern.  

The other factor that must be considered are the social and
political realities that set the stage for the new President. While
Presidents set agendas for their Administration, they are often
judged not by how well they do in accomplishing the agenda they
set, but in how effective they have been in responding to the agen-
da the world sets for them.

Remember the ambitious Middle East program laid out by
President Obama in his historic Cairo Speech. It was undone by an
obstructionist Congress, an incorrigible hardline Israeli leader, and
the unforeseen consequences of the “Arab Spring”.

While the president-elect has cryptically hinted that he seeks to
cooperate with Russia in ending the conflict in Syria, his success
depends on whether Congress will, in fact, work with him (some
Republicans have already made it clear that they will not be sup-
portive); whether or not Russia’s interests, in fact, align with those of
the US (it appears that in anticipation of a more compliant Trump,
the Russians are taking advantage by becoming even more aggres-
sive in Syria); whether Iran will allow Russia to control their agenda;
and whether Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and other regional partners will
agree, as well.  

Israel 
The president-elect has had multiple positions on the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. Early on he said he wanted to remain neutral so
he could be in a position to negotiate an end to the conflict. He also
questioned US aid to Israel and said he would not commit to taking a
side on the issue of Jerusalem. As the campaign wore on, and after
his scripted appearance at the annual AIPAC (the Israel lobby) confer-
ence, his position hardened into a lop-sided pro-Israel stance. He
opposed a “Palestinian terror state”, called for moving the US Embassy
to Jerusalem, and more, recently, his advisers have stated that Trump
“does not believe that settlements are an obstacle to peace”. Adding
more confusion to this picture, just this week, in an interview, speak-
ing of his interest in brokering a deal to end the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, Trump said “I’d like to do it...for humanity’s sake”. 

But having been emboldened by Trump’s victory, Israel’s hard-
liners have begun to take steps to increase settlements and legalize
the status of “illegal outposts”.  So even if the president-elect has
had a change of heart and now wants to return to his more “neu-
tral” posture, his own hardline staff and advisers and political forces
in the US and Israel will not make the effort an easy one. 

The bottom line is that it is not at all certain what Trump wants
to do about these critical issues or what he can do. About the only
thing that’s clear to me is that this is a worrisome and unsettling
state of affairs.

What is of immediate concern on the domestic front are some
of the appointments the president-elect has made and the policy
direction they suggest. With General Michael Flynn as National
Security Advisor, Steve Bannon as White House Senior Advisor, and
Senator Jeff Sessions, as Attorney General - we have every reason to
fear for the impact they will have on civil liberties here in the US.

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the Arab American
Institute

What will Trump do?

Ten days after his election, Donald Trump’s
transition to power has every appearance
of a family affair, fuelling concerns about

conflicts of interest and a lack of experience in
the future Republican president’s inner circle.
Official snaps of the president-elect’s first
meeting with a foreign leader on Thursday trig-
gered a torrent of criticism: They show Ivanka
Trump sitting in on the talks with Japan’s
Shinzo Abe, while she and her businessman
husband Jared Kushner can be seen chatting
and laughing with the prime minister’s delega-
tion at Trump Tower.

“Conflict of interest is an understatement,”
tweeted Matt Ortega, a member of the digital
team for Trump’s defeated Democratic rival
Hillary Clinton. “OMGOMGOMGOMGOMG,”
reacted the leftwing magazine Mother Jones.
While he insists Ivanka, Donald Jr and Eric will
hold no formal posts in his administration, the
billionaire president-elect has since his Nov 8
election given Americans good reason to
believe his adult children will continue to play
an important role at his side.

And the seemingly pivotal role being
played by Kushner, Trump’s businessman son-
in-law, in assembling the Republican’s adminis-
tration is already drawing scrutiny after he was
reported this week to be pulling strings in the
process. It was reported - and denied by Trump
- that inquiries had been made about top-
secret clearance for Kushner to be able to join
daily presidential briefings. And on Thursday,
The New York Times reported - citing anony-
mous sources - that Kushner had reached out
to a lawyer about the possibility of joining his
father-in-law’s administration, without violat-
ing anti-nepotism laws.

For mixing family and politics is not that
simple in the United States. A 1967 law - adopt-
ed after John F Kennedy, as president-elect,
named his brother Bobby as attorney general -
bars any blood relative or in-law of the US pres-
ident from holding paid employment for a fed-
eral agency. But the legislation appears to be a
lot less clear when it comes to White House
advisor positions.

Too Many Risks of Conflict 
Presidential politics as a family affair is noth-

ing new in America, says Sam Abrams, a profes-
sor of political science at Sarah Lawrence
College in New York. From Eleanor Roosevelt to

Michelle Obama, and of course the Kennedys,
Bushes and Clintons, the wives and children of
US heads of state have often played a key - if
informal - role, without raising red flags over
nepotism.

But for Daniel DiSalvo, an expert at the City
College of New York-CUNY, Trump throws sev-
eral challenging new ingredients into the mix:
“The character of Trump’s business - his name is
one of the main assets on his buildings, golf
courses - the scale of his fortune and the num-
ber of adult children” involved in his business-
es. “That’s the issue: how much of this is going
to create conflict of interest issues,” said
DiSalvo.

While Trump says his children - who all sit
on his transition team - will play no official
administration role, he does plan to have them
continue to run his businesses, which ethics
watchdogs warn would pose too many poten-
tial risks of conflict. Ivanka Trump’s very first tel-
evised appearance at the president-elect’s side
- in a prime-time interview - triggered a mini-
scandal after her fashion company sent out a
message promoting the $10,000 gold bracelet
she wore on air.

Abrams believes Trump is committing a
mistake by allowing his family to figure so
prominently - before he has even taken office,
and before he has finished building a qualified
team to surround him. “It’s normal to involve
family,” Abrams said. But he also believes that
to rely that heavily on immediate family is “off-
putting for a lot of people.” Experts expressed
surprise that Trump did not request a State
Department briefing before his meeting with
the leader of one of Washington’s closest allies -
but had Ivanka and Kushner in the room.

Seeking counsel might have appeared all
the more pertinent since Trump had alarmed
Tokyo policymakers during his campaign by
musing about pulling the thousands of US
troops from the region and suggesting that
officially pacifist Japan may need nuclear
weapons. “When you are going to be meeting
with Shinzo Abe, a trusted ally of the US, you
should be talking to your experts... and not
instead going to Jared to say, ‘What do you
think about this?’” Abrams said. In the tense cli-
mate following Trump’s election, on the back of
a divisive populist campaign, he said, “it’s not
helping the American people to feel better
about themselves”.  —AFP

Trump makes transition 
to power a family affair

From across the Atlantic, Donald Trump eclipsed a UN con-
ference which fought valiantly in Marrakesh to preserve
momentum on curtailing climate change amid fears the

mogul will fragment the global effort and starve it of cash. World
leaders, CEOs, negotiators and activists at the two-week meet-
ing, which closed Friday, were clearly unsettled by the pending
White House takeover of Trump, who has vowed to withdraw the
US from a hard-won global agreement on climate change.

Analysts say a US exit would make it harder to achieve the
196-nation pact’s goals to limit planet warming, and likely result
in a shortfall of billions of dollars promised to help developing
countries fight against climate change and cope with its impacts.
“The biggest impact, I think, is on financing... the US federal gov-
ernment’s commitment to continue to finance clean energy,”
Alden Meyer of the Union of Concerned Scientists told AFP. “The
thing that people seem to be most concerned about is: will the
US fulfil the remaining $2.5 billion of the $3 billion pledge
President Obama made to the Green Climate Fund (GCF)?” 

The fund supports projects to make the shift away from
greenhouse gas-emitting fossil fuels to renewable sources.
Trump, who has described climate change as a “hoax”, remained
mum for the duration of the conference on whether he will exe-
cute his pre-election threats. Amid the uncertainty, delegates to
the 22nd UN climate conference put on a brave face. Heads of
state and cabinet ministers attending a “high-level segment”
from Tuesday to Thursday this week reaffirmed their countries’
determination to push ahead, with or without Washington.

But no-one could ignore the elephant in the room. “The
process has taken a huge hit following the US election results,”

said climate activist Mohamed Adow of Christian Aid, which rep-
resents the interests of poor countries at the UN negotiations.
“There is a lot of uncertainty about what’s going to happen next.”
Trump’s election has recalled the shock of 2001, when George W
Bush refused to ratify the Paris Agreement’s predecessor, the
Kyoto Protocol. His action was a major blow to the global effort
to rein in planet warming that scientists warn threaten the
human way of life.

Americans the Biggest Losers 
Washington was instrumental in negotiating the structure

and contents of both agreements, striking tough bargains which
made for often combative negotiations. Many fear that after
years of trust-building, a US retreat may revive old enmities
between rich and developing nations at the UN process, possibly
unleashing more withdrawals. “Certainly, it could embolden
some of the least progressive actors,” said climate diplomacy
expert Liz Gallagher of the E3G think-tank. 

A handful of countries, including major emitters India and
Saudi Arabia, needed serious convincing to get on board with
the Paris Agreement. Finance for climate aid is a particularly hot-
button issue, with developing nations putting pressure on rich
countries to ramp up contributions and deliver on what they
have promised. The US provided $2.7 billion in international cli-
mate finance in 2014, according to the Washington-based World
Resources Institute. 

It pledged last year to double finance for developing country
adaptation projects - from $400 million in 2014 - for shoring up
defenses against climate change harms. Of the $3 billion

pledged for the GCF, $500 million has been delivered so far.
Washington also pays a big chunk of the operating budget of the
UN climate body, under whose umbrella the Paris Agreement
was negotiated. Another concern, analysts say, is the core target
enshrined in the Paris Agreement: To halt global warming “well
below” two degrees Celsius over pre-industrial era levels.

If the US does not achieve its own pledge of cutting emis-
sions by 26-28 percent from 2005 levels by 2025, the collective
goal will move further out of reach. “We knew before the election
that it was going to take additional actions by the next adminis-
tration to meet the target,” said Meyer. “It’s not very likely in my
mind that Mr Trump would take additional actions.” All agree that
if Trump acts on his threat, states, cities and businesses in the US
and elsewhere will have to pick up the slack.

On Wednesday, more than 360 major companies called in an
open letter for a “continuation of low-carbon policies” and invest-
ment in a renewable energy economy. And representatives from
the states of Vermont, Washington State and California - the 7th
largest economy in the world - stressed they were committed to
renewables for the long haul. “As states we are doing the job,”
said Deborah Markowitz of the Vermont Agency of Natural
Resources.

Many in Marrakesh stressed that market forces, not politics,
may be what ultimately guarantees a low-carbon future. “If in the
worst case the United States were to withdraw its leadership, the
biggest losers will be the people of the United States,” Erik
Sondheim, executive director of the UN Environment
Programme, told AFP. “All those new, remarkable fascinating jobs
will go to other places.”  —AFP

Trump looms large over climate action future

By Dr James J Zogby



LONDON: Kazakhstan’s Eduard Gutknecht has undergone surgery after
falling ill following his super-middleweight defeat by George Groves at
London’s Wembley Arena on Friday.  The English boxer beat
the 34-year-old Gutknecht on a unanimous decision,
with the losing fighter then taken to hospital.
Gutkneckt, based in Germany, has been sedated
and will continue to be monitored, according to
the British Boxing Board of Control (BBBofC).  He
took plenty of punishment before Groves, 28,
was declared a 119-109, 119-109 and 119-110
winner on the three judges’ scorecards.  Victory
left Groves on course for a fourth shot at a world
title some time next year. A cut opened round
Gutknecht’s swollen left eye in the ninth round
but he made it through to the final bell and
appeared to be taking everything in as the
judges’ scores were announced. But his con-
dition worsened in the dressing room and he
was then taken to hospital. — AFP
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LONDON: Prolific striker Harry Kane is proud of his leader-
ship skills and dreams one day of captaining both boyhood
club Tottenham Hotspur and England. Kane, who came
through the ranks at the north London club, has become a
key figure for Mauricio Pochettino’s side after scoring 49
Premier League goals since his breakthrough 2014-15 cam-
paign. The 23-year-old remains an influential figure for
England, despite failing to live up to expectations during the
country’s woeful Euro 2016 campaign. “It’s my personality.
I’ve always been a leader, on and off the pitch. I don’t think a
captain is just having the ability to shout on the pitch, or
moan at someone,” Kane said in an interview with the Times.
“It comes with a whole package ... meeting with the fans and
having that aura in the dressing room. I’ve managed to cap-
tain Spurs a couple of times. It would be a dream to captain
Spurs full time and captain England. Who wouldn’t want to
do that?” Kane also lauded Pochettino’s bravery for giving
youth a chance rather than taking the easy route of buying
experienced players.—Reuters

Kane dreams of being 
England, Spurs skipper

VISAKHAPATNAM: England fast bowler Stuart Broad is doubtful to feature in
the third Test against India after a foot injury forced the team management to
review his fitness. Broad, who underwent a scan on his right foot after Friday’s
play in the ongoing second Test, has suffered damage to a tendon. “Stuart
Broad has strained a tendon and one of the small joints in his right forefoot. The

injury will be reviewed further at the end of the Test,” an England
media statement said yesterday. However Broad, who rattled

the Indian top-order with his twin strikes in the final session
on day three, will “continue to bowl” in the rest of the innings.
Broad, 30, also got Indian opener Lokesh Rahul for a duck in
the second over of the match but struggled as the game pro-
gressed. Broad’s injury scare has added to the woes of a team
already missing leading paceman Chris Woakes who is nursing
a knee injury. Woakes’ replacement James Anderson has just

returned to action after recovering from a shoulder injury.
England have Steven Finn and Jake Ball in the squad as

pace backup for the marathon five-match series. The
first Test at Rajkot ended in a draw. —AFP

Injured Broad doubtful 
for third India Test

Gutknecht in hospital 
after Groves loss

KUWAIT: In appreciation for their achieve-
ments in the sports arena and for encour-
aging the Kuwaiti youth for persistence and
innovation in all areas, Mutawa Alkazi
Group and its affiliates celebrated two
Kuwaiti Olympic champions, Fuhaid Al-
Dihani and Abdullah Al-Tarqi, on the occa-

sion of their historical achievements.
Fuhaid Al-Dihani was awarded the gold
medal in Olympiad Rio 2016 in Double Trap
competitions after defeating the Italian
contestant 28-27, while Abdullah Al-Tarqi
Al-Rashidi was awarded the bronze medal
in the Olympiad in the shooting skeet com-

petitions for men.
The Group held a party at its showroom

located in Rai Area on Monday, 12
November, which was attended by the
group management and its administrative
staff and executives, besides a number of
its customers and visitors.

Omar Sulaiman Alkazi, CEO of Mutawa
Alkazi Group and its affiliates and the sole
agent of BAIC Motor, GAC Motor and DFM
Motor, presented for each a BJ40 4WD vehi-
cle as a present, in appreciation for such
honorable achievement. The champs
restored the glories of Kuwaiti sports and

pleased millions of Kuwaitis and Arabs for
their magnificent achievement. They
proved for the whole world that the Kuwaiti
youth is capable of exerting efforts, inno-
vating and glorifying Kuwait and holding
its head and flag high in international cir-
cles and before all nations.

Omar Sulaiman Alkazi Fuhaid Al-Dihani Abdullah Al-Tarqi 

Mutawa Alkazi honors Kuwaiti Olympic champs

BEIJING: Canada’s Kaetlyn Osmond and
China’s own Jin Boyang took the lead on the
first day of the Cup of China on Friday, the
penultimate heat of the ISU Grand Prix of fig-
ure skating.

Both now edge closer to securing places for
next month’s grand final. Osmond landed all
jumps cleanly and with a sense of ease, ending
her crowd-pleasing programme with a know-
ing change foot combination spin, earning
72.20, a couple of points below her season best
of 74.33 at Skate Canada.

The 20-year-old 2014 Winter Olympic team
silver medalist said simply of her performance
“there’s a couple small things I wish I could
change”. 

At the end of the first day there was every-
thing to play for among the women with
scores close in the standings. Osmond has a
slim margin over Russia’s Elena Radionova on
70.75 and Japan’s Mai Mihara in third place
with her season best 68.48. After showing off
during the warm up, World Championship
bronze winner Jin, 19, gave a flamboyant per-
formance to the Spiderman theme, landing a
quadruple lutz and high quadruple toeloop to
rapturous applause. 

His 96.17 score was over 20 points above his
season best (72.93) and gave him a huge 12.70
point margin over Daniel Samohin in second
place with his season best despite a point
deduction at 83.47. The Israeli was in turn just
0.06 points ahead of third placed Patrick Chan
of Canada on 83.41. 

Chan was on track to clean up but a hand
on the floor coming out the triple axle cost
him. Jin’s programme got the night’s only
standing ovation as spectators waved
Spiderman banners and hurled Spiderman
toys.  The first skater to perform a quadruple
Lutz-triple toeloop combination at an ISU com-
petition, at last year’s Cup of China, Jin has
even more ambitious plans for tomorrow’s free
skate.  Afterwards, he said his performance had
been “really not bad” and that he had worked
hard after Skate America.

Canada’s two time national champions
Kaitlyn Weaver and Andrew Poje led in the Ice
Dance category with their season best 73.78,
just 0.55 ahead of second place sister and
brother pair Maia and Alex Shibutani of the
United States on 73.23.

Weaver and Poje got bronze in the previous
Rostelecom Cup round in Russia and Weaver
observed, “there were a couple of minor mis-
takes today, we’re getting the bugs out”. The
Pairs category was similarly close, but with
strong home representation. Leading the
standings were home team Yu Xiaoyu and
Zhang Hao on 72.49 for their understated and
ethereal performance with perfect triple twist
lift, throw triple loop and reverse lasso lift. 

The couple only became a team earlier this
year after their association re-paired them
with the two skaters who make up today’s
third place pair, Peng Cheng and Jin Yang
(69.93) competing internationally for the first
time.  Between, in second place,  were
Canada’s Liubov Ilyushechkina and Dylan
Moscovitch (71.28).

Medals and places in the final will be decid-
ed by the free skates tonight. —AFP

Osmond, Jin lead in Beijing

BEIJING: Shiyue Wang and Xinyu Liu of China perform during the ice dance free dance at the
Ice Dance short dance at the Cup of China ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating in Beijing yester-
day. — AFP

DUBLIN: Ireland’s hopes of backing up
the historic win over New Zealand a
fortnight ago could rest in today ’s
match referee Jaco Peyper being less
harsh on them than he was in the Six
Nations defeat to France, says captain
Rory Best.

The South African official’s penalis-
ing of the Irish scrum, his error in calling
a knock on in an Irish try when the ball
came off the midriff not the hands of
Robbie Henshaw, and failing in coach
Joe Schmidt’s eyes to sin bin two French
players for a late hit on Jonathan Sexton
and a high tackle on Dave Kearney left a
sour taste in the losing side’s mouth
back in February.  However, Best said he
hoped the match would be free of such
contentious issues as the Irish seek to
become the first side since South Africa
in 2009 to win back to back Tests
against the world champions.  “We had
a few angling issues last time (with
Peyper) at the scrum,” said the 34-year-
old hooker, who will win his 99th cap.
“The All Blacks, though, are a different
style of scrum to the French.  “We’ll have
a lot of confidence in him as a referee
and hope he can produce because we
don’t intend to change anything in the
way we are disciplined... we have no
intention of changing from two weeks
ago.” All Blacks coach Steve Hansen,
who despite the bookies dictating oth-
erwise claimed his side were the under-
dogs going into the game after losing
for the first time in 29 Test meetings
stretching over 111 years to the Irish in
Chicago, said he was looking to the
Kiwis’ characteristic of resilience to see
them bounce back. “There’s a lot of
resilience in New Zealand and a lot of
earthquakes,” Hansen told the Daily
Mail. “That’s (resilience) been passed
down through generations, being

looked down on as colonials-that creat-
ed a fierce determination for the early
All Blacks teams. “Those standards have
created a legacy for today’s All Blacks.
We’re only passing through.

“None of us earn the jersey. The
responsibility is to make sure the jersey
is better than how you found it.”

Ireland assistant coach Greg Feek
knows exactly what Hansen is referring
o as he wore the All Blacks jersey 10
times as a prop and was part of the
1999 World Cup squad that lost sensa-
tionally to France in the World Cup
semi-final.  “I remember getting back
after the ‘99 World Cup, a few guys said
what are you coming back here so early
for  because we had failed.  “I t ’s
moments like that where you realise the
weight in terms of expectations.”

As if there wasn’t enough emotion
surrounding the game at Lansdowne
Road two late great players for each
side will be prominent in their thoughts.
Legendary wing Jonah Lomu was also
part of that 1999 All Blacks side and the
fact the anniversary of his death a year
ago-after years of battling kidney dis-
ease -fell  on the eve of the match
focussed a lot of the present squad’s
thoughts on him.

“He was an inspiring man, he went
through a lot of his own personal bat-
tles and faced a lot of adversity in his
life away from rugby,” said second
choice fly-half Aaron Cruden.

“Hopefully the boys use a bit of that
on the field.” For the Irish there will be
no repeat of forming the figure 8 — in
memory of Munster coach and former
No8 Anthony ‘Axel’ Foley who died in
October aged 42 — like they did in
Chicago as the All Blacks performed the
haka.  “Of course he will forever be in
our minds,” said Best. —AFP

Best hopes referee 
Peyper is on tune

BEIJING: Elena Radionova (C) of Russia celebrates winning the gold medal of the ladies
free skating on the podium as she stands next to Kaetlyn Osmond (L) of Canada who
won silver and Elizaveta Tuktamysheva who took bronze at the Ice Dance short dance
at the Cup of China ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating in Beijing yesterday. — AFP
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DUBAI: The Ford Chip Ganassi Racing team is
in the Kingdom of Bahrain this week for the
final round of the 2016 FIA World Endurance
Championship. 

After two wins in a row for the #67 Ford GT,
the GTE Pro teams’ title is within reach,
although the latest Balance of Performance
changes will make it a challenging target.
Andy Priaulx (GB) and Harry Tincknell (GB)
need to finish ahead of the current leader (#95
Aston Martin) to snatch the title.  Anything
could happen though, as the Ferraris are still
in the hunt as is the sister #66 Ford GT crew of
Stefan M¸cke (GER) and Olivier Pla (FRA) who
will be pushing hard for their first win of the
season.

“Who would have thought that in our
debut World Endurance Championship season
we would be heading into the final race with a
long shot at the teams’ title?” said Dave
Pericak, Ford Performance global director. “The
last two races have been incredible for the
team. The Fuji track suited us but the win in
Shanghai was even sweeter as we had to work
harder for it. We now have a very exciting
finale to look forward to in Bahrain.”

It was the #67 Ford GT crew of Andy Priaulx
and Harry Tincknell who took the wins in Fuji
and Shanghai so they are hoping for a hat trick
in Bahrain, as Tincknell explains.

“Confidence is really high in the camp,
especially on the #67 side of the garage where

we’ve had two wins in a row,” Tincknell said.
“The mechanics have worked so hard on the
car and improving their pit stops, while the car
is getting faster with every race. I said going
into Fuji that I wanted three podiums from the
last three races so to have won the last two is
really incredible. I want to reach that target
and it will be extra hard now with the per-
formance adjustments but going for a hat trick
of wins would be a fantastic achievement for a

team reaching the end of its first year in the
World Championship. 

“If we can take the title for the team it will
be a huge testament to every single person
who has worked on the programme this year,”
he continued. “Once the race starts Andy and I
will be pushing 100 per cent to achieve just
that.” 

Bahrain is expected to be a hot and humid
race where tyre degradation will once again

be key. It’s a high-speed circuit with some long
straights, fast corners and big stops, which
should suit the Ford GT.

Stefan M¸cke and Olivier Pla are highly
motivated to grab their first win of the season
in Bahrain.

“We’re feeling good going into the last race
of the season,” M¸cke said. “I really like the
Bahrain circuit; it has an interesting layout and
I have always had good pace there. Bahrain is

a special race as we run into the night, which
can make tyre choice a real challenge as the
temperature can drop quickly.  We are more
than ready for this and can’t want to get into
the battle.”

The final pole position of the WEC season
will be decided during a 20-minute qualifying
session on Friday at 17:00 local time (15:00
CET ). The Bapco 6 Hours of Bahrain gets
underway on Saturday at 16:00 (14:00 CET).

Ford in fight for teams’ title at WEC Season finale

WASHINGTON: Jay Beagle scored with 5:11
left in the third period to give the injury-rav-
aged Washington Capitals a 1-0 win over the
Detroit Red Wings on Friday night. Dmitry
Orlov’s shot was stopped by Detroit goalie
Jimmy Howard, but Beagle tapped in the
rebound for his fourth of the season. Braden
Holtby had 25 saves for his first shutout this
season and 24th of his career. Washington
was coming off a seven-goal outburst against
Pittsburgh on Wednesday after scoring just
five goals in its previous four games. Howard
finished with 27 saves for the Red Wings, who
have lost three straight for the first time this
season.

PENGUINS 3, ISLANDERS 2, OT
Kris Letang scored 1:24 into overtime, lift-

ing Pittsburgh past the last-place Islanders to
rebound from a blowout loss. Sidney Crosby
set up the winner by faking a shot and then
passing to Letang, who fired in his second of
the season. Pittsburgh was beaten 7-1 by the
Washington Capitals on Wednesday night, its
biggest defeat during coach Mike Sullivan’s
nearly year-long tenure. Matt Murray had 20
saves, and the Penguins also got goals from
Crosby and Trevor Daley. Brock Nelson and
rookie Anthony Beauvillier scored for the
Islanders, who dropped their fourth straight
and are mired in a 1-3-4 stretch. Jaroslav Halak
stopped 32 shots in his seventh straight start.

BLUE JACKETS 4. RANGERS 2
Matt Calvert returned from taking a slap

shot to his forehead that required about 30
stitches and scored a short-handed, tiebreak-
ing goal in the third period to lift Columbus to
its franchise-record seventh straight home
win. William Karlsson had a goal and an assist,
and Sam Gagner and Boone Jenner also
scored for Columbus, which led 2-0 in the sec-
ond period before the Rangers tied it in the
third. The Blue Jackets have won three in a
row overall and seven of nine. Sergei
Bobrovksy had 25 saves. Michael Grabner and
Mika Zibanejad scored for New York, which
lost for the third time in 14 games. Henrik
Lundqvist made 20 saves for the Rangers.
About three minutes after Zibanejad evened
the score at 8:32 of the third, the Rangers
were looking to take the lead on the power
play, but a bandaged Calvert snuck a shot
under Lundqvist’s right arm on a 2-on-1 with
Karlsson.

HURRICANES 3, CANADIENS 2
Victor Rask had a goal and an assist in

Carolina’s three-goal third period as the
Hurricanes rallied past Montreal. Jeff Skinner
and Teuvo Teravainen also scored for the
Hurricanes during their outburst over a 5-
minute, 50-second span of third period. Ron
Hainsey had two assists and Cam Ward
stopped 31 shots. Jeff Petry and Andrew Shaw
scored for league-leading Montreal. Montoya
finished with 15 saves. Montoya was playing in
the building, now known as PNC Arena, which
was the site of the 2004 draft in which he was

the first-round pick by the New York Rangers.

BLACKHAWKS 3, FLAMES 2
Marian Hossa’s controversial goal with 2:23

left in the third period lifted Chicago past
Calgary. Artemi Panarin’s hard shot was
deflected by Chad Johnson’s glove high in the
air and as the puck came down behind him,
Hossa knocked it in. While replays showed it

might have been a high stick by Hossa,
Flames coach Glen Gulutzan had used his
time out earlier in the period and was unable
to challenge the call. Ryan Hartman and Brent
Seabrook also scored for Chicago which has
points in 12 of its last 13 (10-1-2) games.
Corey Crawford stopped 28 shots. Sam
Bennett and Sean Monahan scored for
Calgary, and Johnson had 21 saves. — AP

Beagle scores in third, 
Capitals beat Red Wings

WASHINGTON: Anthony Mantha #39 of the Detroit Red Wings moves the puck in front of John
Carlson #74 of the Washington Capitals in the third period at Verizon Center on Friday in
Washington, DC. — AFP

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Chicago 12 4 2 57 45 26
St. Louis 9 6 3 44 50 21
Winnipeg 9 8 2 56 55 20
Minnesota 9 6 1 42 29 19
Dallas 7 6 5 48 59 19
Nashville 7 6 3 46 44 17
Colorado 7 9 0 33 45 14

Pacific Division
Anaheim 9 6 3 48 43 21
Edmonton 9 8 1 49 49 19
San Jose 9 8 0 39 39 18
Los Angeles 8 9 1 44 47 17
Vancouver 7 10 1 38 57 15
Calgary 7 11 1 44 63 15
Arizona 5 9 2 41 54 12

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 13 3 2 58 41 28

Tampa Bay 11 6 1 58 46 23
Ottawa 10 6 1 39 42 21
Boston 10 7 0 41 39 20
Toronto 8 6 3 56 58 19
Florida 8 8 1 45 48 17
Detroit 8 9 1 44 48 17
Buffalo 5 8 4 31 45 14

Metropolitan Division
NY Rangers 13 5 0 74 42 26
Washington 11 4 2 46 37 24
Pittsburgh 11 4 2 51 48 24
New Jersey 9 4 3 39 34 21
Columbus 9 4 2 51 35 20
Philadelphia 8 7 3 62 64 19
Carolina 6 6 4 42 48 16
NY Islanders 5 8 4 42 54 14
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

NHL Results/Standings
Pittsburgh 3, NY Islanders 2 (OT); Washington 1, Detroit 0; Columbus 4, NY Rangers 2; Carolina 3, Montreal 2;
Chicago 3, Calgary 2.

BOSTON: It resembles the symbol for
infinity: a sideways “S” that Kara Goucher,
Molly Huddle and other elite US athletes
suddenly are sporting on biceps, wrists
and shins. The tattoos are temporary. But
the campaign they represent is an all-out
attempt to permanently purge competi-
tive athletics of doping. “People are get-
ting the impression that everyone’s dirty,”
Goucher, a top-ranked marathoner based
in Boulder, Colorado, told The Associated
Press. “We need to build the sport back up
in a positive light.”

That ’s the goal of the Clean Sport
Collective , a new anti-doping initiative
making a splash on social media. I t

launched this month with an aggressive
campaign on Facebook, Twitter and other
platforms. Olympians and amateurs alike
have been publicly pledging to live, train
and compete “clean” - totally free of
banned performance-enhancing drugs -
and taking selfies aimed at both inspiring
and shaming track-and-field competitors,
swimmers, cyclists, triathletes and others.

Significantly, their bully pulpit is get-
ting a boost from the corporate world:
Brooks Running, Oiselle, Skechers and oth-
er companies have signed on as partners.

Shanna Sparks Burnette, a former
Division I collegiate runner, co-founded
the Collective to get the focus off the
cheaters and back onto athletes commit-
ted to drug-free achievement, whether at
an Olympics or a local 5K.

“We really wanted to make a positive
impact and change the narrative to cele-
brate the brands and all of the amazing
and inspiring people who are doing it the
right way,” she said. “The mentality is ‘win
at all costs - do whatever you can do to get
ahead.’ As a society of people, we need to
not do that to each other.”

It’s been an especially tough year on
the doping front. Russia’s track and field
federation remains barred from interna-

tional competition, with no end in sight,
and all but one member of the team was
forced to sit out the Rio Olympics after the
World Anti Doping Agency issued a damn-
ing report into widespread use of banned
substances.

Kenya, too, has been caught up in
dozens of offenses implicating dopers
who robbed clean athletes of winnings
and glory. Last month, former Chicago and
Boston Marathon champion Rita Jeptoo
had her doping ban doubled to four years
and was stripped of her Boston title from
2014, when she’d been hailed as a hero for
winning the iconic race’s first running
since the deadly 2013 finish line bomb-
ings. Huddle, a two-time Olympian, said
it’s gotten to the point where she wonders
about some of the runners who outkick
her in international competition.

“Sports are supposed to be inspiring to
people watching them, but there’s so
much cynicism implanted now,” said
Huddle, who wore the Collective’s tattoo
on the back of her hand while finishing
third at this month’s TCS New York City
Marathon, her debut at the 26.2-mile dis-
tance. The upstate New York native, who
now lives and trains in Providence, Rhode
Island, is calling for a one-strike-you’re-out
approach to the doping scourge - a life-
time ban, not just a brief suspension, for
those who test positive once for a banned
substance. “That would put the fear in the
back of an athlete’s mind: ‘What if I get
caught?’” she said. 

“Right now there’s just not enough risk.”
The Clean Sport Collective means busi-
ness. Pro athletes who take the pledge
promise to donate $25,000 to the nonprof-
it if they ever test positive. Those opting
for the extra step of certification have to
get bloodwork and a “biological passport”
that attests they’re drug-free.

Corporate partners, likewise, commit to
sponsor and invest in clean athletes only.
And athletes of all abilities are using the
hashtag #cleansportco to post about their
vows. To Kevin Rutherford, CEO of Nuun
Life, a Seattle-based sports hydration and
energy company, that makes sense for
both the finish line and the bottom line.
“There are very few brands that are saying
something outwardly. I just think we’ve
got to take a stand and say we won’t stand
for it - we’ll only work with clean athletes,”
he said. “There’s been scandal after scan-
dal. It’s talked about, it hits the headlines,
and then it goes away. How do we make it
a conversation, a movement? How do we
make doping the smoking of sports?”

Jesse Williams, global sports marketing
manager at Brooks Running, said contracts
for the elite athletes he sponsors all con-
tain a clause forbidding the use of per-
formance-enhancing drugs.

“If we don’t hold our athletes to the
highest standard, we’re not moving the
sport forward,” he said. “If there’s no pun-
ishment for the crime, what’s the incentive
to stop doing it?”

Huddle hopes the sport can clean up
its act. “Amazing still does exist,” she said,
“and clean athletes are still getting it
done.” —AP

Athletes using selfie to 
clean sports of doping

GREENVILLE: In this Nov. 2, 2016, self-
portrait provided by Esther Atkins,
the elite marathoner displays a tem-
porary tattoo of the Clean Sport
Collective in Greenville, SC. —AP
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India 1st innings: 455 (V. Kohli 167, C. Pujara 119; J. Anderson 3-
62, M. Ali 3-98)

England 1st innings (overnight 103/5; B. Stokes 12 not out, J.
Bairstow 12 not out)
A. Cook b Shami 2
H. Hameed run out 13
J. Root c U. Yadav b Ashwin 53
B. Duckett b Ashwin 5
M. Ali lbw b J. Yadav 1
B. Stokes lbw b Ashwin 70
J. Bairstow b U. Yadav 53
A. Rashid not out 32
Z. Ansari lbw b Jadeja 4
S. Broad lbw b Ashwin 13
J. Anderson lbw b Ashwin 0
Extras (b6, lb3) 9
Total (all out; 102.5 overs) 255
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Cook), 2-51 (Hameed), 3-72 (Duckett), 4-79
(Root), 5-80 (Ali), 6-190 (Bairstow), 7-225 (Stokes), 8-234 (Ansari), 9-
255 (Broad), 10-255 (Anderson)
Bowling: Shami 14-5-28-1, U. Yadav 18-2-56-1, R. Jadeja 29-10-57-1,
Ashwin 29.5-6-67-5, J. Yadav 12-3-38-1.

India 2nd innings:
M. Vijay c Root b Broad 3
L. Rahul c Bairstow b Broad 10
C. Pujara b Anderson 1
V. Kohli not out 56
A. Rahane not out 22
Extras (lb 5, b 1) 6
Total (3 wickets; 34 overs) 98
Fall of wickets: 1-16 (Vijay), 2-17 (Rahul), 3-40 (Anderson)
Bowling: Anderson 8-1-16-1, Broad 6-5-6-2, Rashid 12-1-37-0,
Stokes 5-0-25-0, Ali 3-1-9-0.
To bat: R. Ashwin, W. Saha, R. Jadeja, J. Yadav, M. Shami, U. Yadav

SCOREBOARD 
VISAKHAPATNAM, India: Scoreboard at stumps on the third day of
the second Test between India and England at Visakhapatnam yes-
terday.

HAGLEY PARK: Pakistan’s Younis Khan hits the ball straight to New Zealand’s keeper BJ Watling and is caught during day three of the first cricket
Test match between New Zealand and Pakistan at Hagley Park in Christchurch yesterday.  — AFP

CHRISTCHURCH: Neil Wagner and Trent Boult
left Pakistan’s second innings in tatters yesterday
to put New Zealand in sight of a comprehensive
first Test victory at the end of the third day in
Christchurch.

The tourists lost six wickets in the final ses-
sion at Hagley Oval to be 129-7 at stumps, ahead
by only 62 runs with two days remaining.

Boult had three for 18 off 15 overs while
Wagner, who started the wicket spree, had two
for 21. “We’ve been out-played so far,” Pakistan
coach Mickey Arthur said, but he refused to con-
cede defeat saying they would not need many
more runs to set up a tight finish.

“We feel that 150-170, we could have a real
chance because there’s still enough in the wick-
et.” Not out for Pakistan were Sohail Khan on 22
and Asad Shafiq on six with the Test likely to be
all over in three playing days after the scheduled
first day was washed out.

Until Wagner struck, Pakistan were clawing
their way back into the Test having started the
day on the back foot. 

They ripped out the last seven New Zealand
wickets for only 96 runs and Azhar Ali and Babar
Azam were painstakingly building their second
innings-accumulating 37 runs in 23 overs. 

But, in the sixth over after tea Azam on 29
attempted to fend away a Wagner ball targeting
his ribs only for it to skim the gloves and wicket-
keeper BJ Watling completed the dismissal. 

It gave Wagner his 100th scalp in his 26th
Test, making him the second-fastest New
Zealander to claim a century of wickets after
Richard Hadlee reached the mark in 25 matches. 

Younis Khan lasted only eight balls before he
gloved a Wagner bouncer to Watling and
Pakistan had gone from 58-1 to 64-3.

Wagner said the short ball was part of New
Zealand’s game plan when conditions did not
offer much swing.

“You’ve got to find a way of creating doubt in
a batter’s footwork ... It’s obviously about picking
the right moments and adapting to the condi-
tions and then you’ve got to execute it and lucky

it was one of those days it worked.” Pakistan
Captain Misbah-ul-Haq tried to knock Tim
Southee out of the attack with a four and two off
successive balls but he pulled the next delivery
to Boult running around the long-leg boundary
and he was gone for 13.

An inspired Boult then bowled Azhar to end
the opener’s marathon innings in which he
faced 173 balls in more than four hours for only
31 runs. Boult, on a roll, bowled Sarfraz Ahmed
for two and had Mohammad Amir caught for six.
Until the late collapse Pakistan had been all con-
centration with only 44 runs scored in the mid-
dle session to be 50 for one at tea, Colin de
Grandhomme, whose first innings 6-41 was the
best bowling performance by a New Zealander
on debut, made the opening breakthrough in
Pakistan’s second innings when he had Sami
Aslam, who faced 57 deliveries, out for seven. 

After New Zealand resumed the day in a com-
manding position at 104-3, some impetuous
shot-making saw them all out for 200 as they
tried to hurry the score along under cloudy skies
and a pitch that suited seam bowlers.

Overnight batsmen Jeet Raval and Henry
Nicholls were gone in the first four overs with
Raval unable to add to his overnight 55 and
Nicholls adding only one run to be gone for 30.

De Grandhomme, who has rarely been out of
the spotlight in his maiden Test, belted a quick-
fire 29 that included six boundaries while
Southee (22) and Wagner (21) also plundered
quick runs in their brief cameos. The New
Zealand innings folded in 55.5 overs, just four
more than Pakistan’s first innings of 133.  Rahat
Ali was the chief destroyer for Pakistan with four
for 62 while Sohail Khan and Mohammad Amir
took three wickets each. —AFP

NZ in charge as Wagner, 
Boult shatter Pakistan

Pakistan first innings 133 (Misbah-ul-Haq 31; C. de
Grandhomme 6-41, T. Southee 2-20) 

New Zealand first innings (overnight 104-3; J. Raval 55
not out, H. Nicholls 29 not out) 
T. Latham lbw Amir 1
J. Raval c Aslam b Amir 55
K. Williamson c Aslam b Sohail 4
R. Taylor c Ahmed b Rahat 11
H. Nicholls lbw Sohail 30
C. de Grandhomme c Rahat b Sohail 29
B. Watling c Younis b Rahat 18
T. Astle c Shafiq b Rahat 0
T. Southee c Ahmed b Amir 22
N. Wagner c Shafiq by Rahat 21
T. Boult not out 3
Extras: (lb1, w1, nb4) 6
Total: (all out; 59.5 overs) 200
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Latham), 2-15 (Williamson), 3-40
( Taylor), 4-105 (Nicholls), 5-109 (Raval), 6-146 (de
Grandhomme) 7-146 (Astle), 8-171 (Watling), 9-177

(Southee), 10-200 (Wagner) 
Bowling: Amir 18-4-43-3 (1w, 4nb), Sohail 22-5-78-3,
Rahat 15.5-2-62-4, Shah 4-0-16-0. 

Pakistan second innings
Sami Aslam c Watling b de Grandhomme 7
Azhar Ali b Boult 31
Babar Azam c Watling b Wagner 29
Younis Khan c Watling b Wagner 1
Misban-ul-Haq c Bould b Southee 13
Asad Shafiq not out 6
Sarfraz Ahmed b Boult 2
Mohammad Amir c Astle b Boult 6
Sohail Khan not out 22
Extras: (b5, lb7) 12
Total: (7 wkts; 66 overs) 129
Fall of wickets: 1-21 (Aslam), 2-58 (Azam), 3-64 (Younis),
4-93 (Misbah), 5-93 (Azhar), 6-95 (Ahmed), 7-105 (Amir)
Bowling: Boult 15-5-18-3, Southee 19-10-43-1, de
Grandhomme 14-4-23-1, Wagner 14-6-21-2, Astle 4-0-
12-0.

SCOREBOARD 
CHRISTCHURCH, New Zealand: Scoreboard at stumps on the third day of the first Test between New Zealand and
Pakistan at Hagley Oval in Christchurch on yesterday. 

Zimbabwe
B. Chari c Holder b C. Brathwaite 15
C. Chibhabha run out 25
C. Ervine c Powell b Gabriel 92
Sikandar Raza c K. Brathwaite b C. Brathwaite 77
S. Williams lbw b Nurse 2
E. Chigumbura c Hope b Holder 8
P. Moor c Powell b Holder 6
G. Cremer c Gabriel b C. Brathwaite 8
D. Tiripano b Gabriel 14
T. Chisoro not out 0
C. Mpofu b C. Brathwaite 2
Extras (8w) 8
Total (all out, 50 overs) 257
Fall of wickets: 1-38 (Chibhabha), 2-46 (Chari), 3-
190 (Sikandar Raza), 4-197 ( Williams), 5-218
(Chigumbura), 6-228 (Moor), 7-233 (Ervine), 8-255
(Tiripano), 9-255 (Cremer), 10-257 (Mpofu)
Bowling: Gabriel 10-0-45-2, Holder 10-0-47-2,
Benn 8-0-45-0, C. Brathwaite 10-0-48-4, Nurse 10-
0-55-1, Carter 2-0-17-0.

West Indies
J. Charles lbw b Tiripano 19
K. Brathwaite c Ervine b Williams 78
E. Lewis c Chibhabha b Cremer 18
S. Hope c Moor b Mpofu 101
R. Powell b Williams 17
C. Brathwaite c Williams b Tiripano 9
J. Holder not out 4
A. Nurse run out 0
J. Carter run out 1
Extras (1b, 3lb, 5w, 1nb) 10
Total (8 wkts, 50 overs) 257
Fall of wickets: 1-33 (Charles), 2-58 (Lewis), 3-220
(Hope), 4-234 (K. Brathwaite), 5-242 (Powell), 6-
255 (Brathwaite), 7-255 (Nurse), 8-257 (Carter).
Did not bat: S. Benn, S. Gabriel
Bowling: Mpofu 10-0-64-1, Tiripano 6-0-26-2,
Chisoro 10-1-42-0, Cremer 10-0-44-1, Williams 10-
0-52-2, Sikandar Raza 4-0-25-0
Result: Match tied

SCOREBOARD 
BULAWAYO, Zimbabwe: Scoreboard in the one-day international between Zimbabwe and West Indies
on yesterday.

BULAWAYO: Shai Hope hit his maiden
one-day international century but the West
Indies could only stutter to a dramatic tie in
a triangular series clash with Zimbabwe in
Bulawayo yesterday.

With Hope scoring 101 in just his second
ODI the West Indies were well on track to
overhaul the hosts’ 257 all out, until his dis-
missal sparked a late collapse.

The tourists went into the final over
needing just four runs to win off seamer
Donald Tiripano, but lost three wickets-two
of them to run-outs-to finish on 257 for
eight.

“We should have won the game, but
that’s cricket,” said West Indies captain
Jason Holder.

“It’s important for the guys to learn from
this occasion. As a young team we just
need to think a bit more when we get into
these tight positions.”

The game was set up by two dominant
partnerships for the third wicket, with Craig
Ervine and Sikandar Raza Butt putting on
144 for Zimbabwe before Hope and Kraigg
Brathwaite’s 162-run stand for the West
Indies. With Ervine scoring 92 and Raza hit-
ting 77, Zimbabwe went into the final 12
overs of their innings on 188 for two, with
their eye on a winning total.

Instead the innings unravelled with
Raza’s dismissal, as the hosts lost eight for
69 in the remaining overs to be bowled out
off the final ball of the innings.

Carlos Brathwaite picked up the key
wicket of Raza as well as two more late dis-
missals to finish with figures of four for 48.

The West Indies looked in control
throughout their chase, with Kraigg
Brathwaite scoring 78 and Hope taking
advantage of being dropped on 69 and 84,
both times by Raza off the bowling of
Graeme Cremer.

The tourists reached the end of the 44th
over on 217 for two, but when Hope was
caught behind off the bowling of Chris
Mpofu, Zimbabwe were able to squeeze
the new batsmen on a two-paced pitch.

Although Sean Williams picked up two
wickets in his final over, the West Indies
were still heavy favourites when Carlos
Brathwaite hit the final ball of the penulti-
mate over for six.

But Tiripano held his nerve to have
Brathwaite caught in the deep, then
enjoyed some luck when he deflected
Holder’s drive onto the stumps at the non-
striker’s end to run out Ashley Nurse.

Holder only needed a single off the final
delivery, but could not make contact and
saw his partner Jonathan Carter run out as
he tried to steal a bye.

“We made some mistakes and it could
have gone our way, but credit to the guys
for the way they fought and secured the
tie,” said Cremer.

“We were a bit sloppy in the field, we
probably gave away 20 runs and dropped a
couple of catches, but we’ll take the posi-
tives from this game into the final two
matches.”

Zimbabwe take on Sri Lanka at the same
Queen Sports Club venue on Monday in
the next game of the series. — AFP

Zimbabwe salvage tie in thriller with West Indies

BULAWAYO: Zimbabwe’s captain Graeme Cremer (R) celebrates with teammate Craig
Ervine during the third tri-nation One Day International (ODI) cricket match between
Zimbabwe and West Indies at Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo yesterday. — AFP 

VISAKHAPATNAM: Ravichandran Ashwin
claimed five wickets while skipper Virat Kohli
struck a dominant half-century to help India
tighten its grip over England on the third day
of the second Test in Visakhapatnam yester-
day.

India, who dismissed England for 255 in
the first innings, were 98 for three at stumps
with Kohli (56) and Ajinkya Rahane (22) at the
crease.  With the hosts having stretched their
second innings lead to a formidable 298, it
will be an uphill battle for England from here
on.  It was Ashwin’s 22nd five-wicket haul in
41 Tests that helped India bowl out England
shortly before tea and gain a crucial 200-run
lead. “The accuracy that he bowls with is
something that is a challenge,” England wick-
etkeeper Jonny Bairstow, who tackled
Ashwin’s guile during his fighting fifty in
England’s first innings, told reporters.

“He bowled nicely today but we are not
going into the fourth innings thinking that
we can’t play Ashwin well,” said Bairstow.
England seamers came back roaring as Stuart
Broad, who is nursing a foot injury, sent the
Indian openers trudging back to the pavilion
early in their second essay.

Murali Vijay (3) was caught at gully while
Lokesh Rahul (10) was plucked behind as
England successfully used the review system
on both occasions after the on-field umpire
had adjudged the batsmen not out.  Senior
pacer James Anderson also swung into action
to clean up first innings centurion
Cheteshwar Pujara for one, reducing the
hosts to 40 for three.  Kohli and Rahane then
got together to put up an unbeaten 58-run
stand and thwart the persistent bowling
attack in the final hour of play.  Kohli, who led
from the front with a sparkling 167 in the first
innings, recorded his 13th Test half-century as

he raised his bat to an applauding home
crowd. Rahane played the supporting role to
perfection with his patient 54-ball knock.

ENGLAND STRUGGLE 
England skipper Alastair Cook juggled

with his seam and spin options but failed to
make any more headway into the Indian bat-
ting.  Earlier Ben Stokes, who top-scored with
70, and Bairstow struck gritty half-centuries
to revive England after they resumed on the
overnight 103 for five.

“We compliment each other obviously
being left and right handed helps. And we
rotated the strike pretty well,” said Bairstow.
Bairstow’s knock was cut short just before
lunch when Umesh Yadav castled the wicket-
keeper-batsman for 53.

Bairstow’s departure ended a 110-run
sixth-wicket partnership between him and his
overnight partner Stokes who carried on the
good work into the post-lunch session.
Ashwin finally trapped the left-handed Stokes
lbw and even though the batsman reviewed
the decision, the on-field call was upheld by
the third umpire.  Adil Rashid scored an
unbeaten 32 as Broad also came out to bat
with purpose, but the English batting strug-
gled to get close to India’s 455.  Ashwin got
Broad (13) and Anderson (0) off consecutive
deliveries as the visitors fell one run short of
avoiding the follow-on.  “Right now, Ash
(Ashwin) is bowling beautifully, like a dream.
You have to work on it (drift and spin), it
doesn’t just come overnight,” debutant India
spinner Jayant Yadav said of his senior part-
ner. The tourists, who gave India a run for
their money in the drawn Test in 

Rajkot, have struggled against the Indian
spinners at Visakhapatnam which is hosting
its first-ever Test. —AFP

Kohli, Ashwin put India in driver’s seat

VISAKHAPATNAM: India’s Ajinkya Rahane, right, plays a shot on the third day of the
second cricket test match against England in Visakhapatnam, India, yesterday. —AP
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LONDON: It was quite a couple of hours
for the Murray brothers at the ATP World
Tour Finals on Friday.

Younger sibling Andy crushed
Switzerland’s world number three Stan
Wawrinka 6-4 6-2 to top his group and
stay on course for a season-ending finale
against Novak Djokovic.

Shortly before taking to the O2 Arena
court, it was also confirmed that Jamie
Murray and Brazilian partner Bruno
Soares would end the year as the world’s
top-ranked duo, courtesy of a defeat for
rivals Nicolas Mahut and Pierre-Hugues
Herbert. Jamie has made a habit of beat-
ing his higher-profile brother to mile-
stones. He won a grand slam title-the
2007 Wimbledon mixed doubles-five
years before Andy won the US Open.

Jamie reached number one in the ATP
doubles rankings in April, seven months
before Andy hit the singles summit.

Now he has clinched the year-end top
spot for the first time with Soares, a few
days before Andy can match him and
confirm he is the top dog in men’s tennis.

Jamie could also beat his brother to
the ATP World Tour title as the doubles
final on Sunday is the warm-up act for
the singles. “Regardless of what happens
over the weekend, we can look back on
this year and be very proud of what
we’ve done as a family,” said triple grand
slam champion Andy.

It looks odds-on that Murray junior
will meet Serb Djokovic in the final when
not just the title but the year-end num-
ber one ranking would be up for grabs.

Djokovic, who faces Kei Nishikori in
his semi-final on Saturday, cranked up
the pressure on Thursday by trouncing
David Goffin in his final group match,
edging just ahead of Murray on points.

Murray faced a far trickier task against
U.S. Open champion Wawrinka. After
weathering an early storm, he won with
something to spare to extend his win-
ning streak to 22 matches and set up a
semi-final against Canadian Milos Raonic.

A straight-sets defeat could have
eliminated Murray and he knew that sim-
ply winning a set would earn a semi-final
spot.

MANGLED RACKETS
Wawrinka, still harbouring hopes of

reaching the semis for a fourth year run-

ning, began aggressively but a netted
volley in the seventh game handed
Murray the first break.

The Scot failed to convert three set
points at 5-3 but was dominating the
match by then and held in the next
game. After spending three hours 20
minutes grinding past Nishikori on
Wednesday, Murray was not keen on
more overtime and broke twice to romp
through the second set-Wawrinka man-
gling two rackets as his hopes faded.

“The first set was tight, there weren’t
many chances,” he said. “The second I
had already qualified and Stan needed to
win so it was a bit easier for me to play
freely.” Murray’s winning streak equals his
run earlier this year.  Two more victories
would deliver his maiden ATP World Tour

Finals title while depriving Djokovic of a
sixth, and the season-ending top spot.

First, he must get past Raonic for the
third time in a major clash in London this
year, having beaten him in the final at
both Queen’s Club and Wimbledon in the
summer. “I’m certainly not taking any-
thing for granted. I know it will be hard,”
said Murray whose brilliant late-season
run has landed him four consecutive
titles. Round robin play concluded later
as already-eliminated Croatian Marin
Cilic warmed up for next week’s Davis
Cup final against Argentina by beating a
tiring Nishikori 3-6 6-2 6-3. It was his first
win in six matches at the tournament
and the 200 ranking points he earned
means he will move above Gael Monfils
to a career-high six. — Reuters

Murray in a hurry to keep up with brother

OKLAHOMA CITY: Oklahoma City Thunder forward Domantas Sabonis, bottom, works to keep the ball away from Brooklyn Nets forward
Rondae Hollis-Jefferson, left, and forward Trevor Booker, right, during the first half of an NBA basketball game in Oklahoma City, Friday. —AP

OKLAHOMA CITY: Russell Westbrook had 30
points, 13 assists and 11 rebounds in his fourth
triple-double of the season, and the Oklahoma
City Thunder beat the Brooklyn Nets 124-105 on
Friday night. Westbrook made 13 of 21 shots and
had just three turnovers. It was the 41st career
triple-double. Victor Oladipo scored 26 points
and Steven Adams added 15 to help the
Thunder win their second straight after a four-
game losing streak. Oklahoma City shot 55.1
percent from the field and outrebounded the
Nets 46-30. Brook Lopez scored 22 points, and
Bojan Bogdanovic and Rondae Hollis-Jefferson
each added 13 for the Nets. They have lost three
straight.

WARRIORS 104, CELTICS 88
Klay Thompson scored 28 points, Kevin

Durant  had 23 points  and 10 rebounds
against the team he spurned this summer and
the Golden State Warriors scored 18 points in
a row in the third quarter to pull away and
beat Boston. Stephen Curry had just 16 points
- his second-fewest of the season - while sit-
ting out much of the fourth quarter as the
Warriors cruised to their sixth straight victory.
Avery Bradley had 17 points and 10 rebounds
for Boston and Isaiah Thomas scored a sea-
son-low 18.

CAVALIERS 104, PISTONS 81
Kyrie Irving scored 25 points and LeBron

James, returning to the lineup after sitting out
a game, added 21 to help Cleveland rout
Detroit. Irving was 11 of 15 from the field with
11 assists, one short of his career high, in 29
minutes. James, who rested Wednesday night
in a loss at Indiana, made 9 of 14 shots and
played only 28 minutes. Following a slow start
that saw Cleveland coach Tyronn Lue call a
timeout less than 2 minutes into the game, the
Cavaliers took over. Cleveland led by 11 at the
end of the first quarter, and took a 56-39 lead
into halftime. Cleveland built the lead to 33
points in the fourth quarter, allowing Lue to
rest his starters for the entire final period. The
defending NBA champions don’t play again
until Wednesday night.

PELICANS 113, TRAIL BLAZERS 101
Anthony Davis had 38 points, nine rebounds

and four blocks, Jrue Holiday added 21 points in
his first action this season, and New Orleans beat
Portland. Holiday missed the first 12 games to
care for his wife, retired soccer star Lauren
Holiday, who had brain surgery last month only
weeks after giving birth to the couple’s first
child. Terrence Jones added 15 pointsfor the
Pelicans. They’ve won three of five after an 0-8
start. Damian Lillard scored 27 points, and CJ
McCollum 24 had for Portland. 

GRIZZLIES 80, MAVERICKS 64
Chandler Parsons scored 12 points in his

return to Dallas, helping Memphis beat the
injury-plagued Mavericks, who flirted with fran-
chise worsts for scoring and shooting percent-
age. Parsons is still on a minutes restriction after
both his seasons with the Mavericks ended in
knee surgery, which played a role in him landing
with Memphis on a max contract. But he didn’t

need to play much to be the Grizzlies’ leading
scorer in this game. Dallas was without Dirk
Nowitzki (strained Achilles) and the top three
options at point guard in Deron Williams (left
calf strain), J.J. Barea (torn left leg muscle) and
Devin Harris (right toe sprain). The Mavericks
avoided the franchise-record low of 62 points
from 1997 when Argentine rookie Nicolas
Brussino made a 3-pointer with 24 seconds
remaining. Dallas (2-9) matched its worst start
since going 2-9 during Nowitzki’s rookie season
in 1998-99.

RAPTORS 113, NUGGETS 111, OT
DeMar DeRozan scored 30 points, including

four in overtime, and Toronto held Denver. It was
the 10th time in 12 games this season that
DeRozan, the NBA’s leading scorer, has reached
30 points. Terrence Ross hit a go-ahead 3-pointer
with 37.6 seconds left in the extra period, put-
ting Toronto up by two. Denver’s Emmanuel
Mudiay was short with a desperation heave from
halfcourt at the final buzzer. Kyle Lowry added
18 points and 13 assists for Toronto. Mudiay and
Wilson Chandler each scored 25 points to lead
the Nuggets. They have lost five of six.

HORNETS 100, HAWKS 96
Nic Batum had 24 points and 10 rebounds,

Cody Zeller matched his career high with 23
points and Charlotte rallied to snap Atlanta’s six-
game winning streak. Zeller was 9 of 10 from the
field. Kemba Walker overcame a slow start and
scored 19 of his 21 points in the second half for
his 10th straight 20-point game. The Hornets
improved to 8-3. Paul Millsap led the Hawks with
22 points and 13 rebounds, and Kent Bazemore
had 19 points. Dwight Howard had 10 points
and 18 rebounds before being ejected in the
fourth quarter. 

SUNS 116, PACERS 96
Brandon Knight scored 17 points and

Phoenix beat Indiana. Jared Dudley added 16
points for the Suns, Alan Williams had 15 points,

and Devin Booker and Leandro Barbosa 13 each.
The Suns improved to 4-9 with their second road
victory. Myles Turner led the Pacers with 22
points, and Jeff Teague had 21 points and seven
assists. Pacers All-Star Paul George did not play
for the second time in three games. He is bat-
tling soreness in his left ankle after turning his
ankle in Indiana’s overtime loss at Philadelphia
on Nov. 11.

CLIPPERS 121, KINGS 115
Blake Griffin had 29 points, seven rebounds

and six assists to lead Los Angeles over
Sacramento. The Clippers (11-2) have won eight
of nine and own the NBA’s best record. They led
by as many as 26 points in the opening half and
are unbeaten in six road games this season. J.J.
Redick made six 3-pointers and scored 22 of his
26 points in the first half for the Clippers.
DeAndre Jordan had 16 points and 12 rebounds.
Chris Paul added 11 points, 12 assists and nine
rebounds. Redick, who connected on his first six
3-point attempts, has made a 3 in 69 consecu-
tive games, the longest active streak in the NBA.
DeMarcus Cousins had 38 points, 13 rebounds
and seven assists for the Kings, who have lost
four straight.

SPURS 116, LAKERS 107
LaMarcus Aldridge scored 23 points, Kawhi

Leonard added 23 points and 12 rebounds, and
San Antonio beat Los Angeles for its fifth
straight victory. Tony Parker had 16 points and
seven assists for the Spurs, who improved to 7-0
on the road this season with their sixth consecu-
tive win over the Lakers. Lou Williams had 24
points for the Lakers, who played without
injured leading scorer D’Angelo Russell (left
knee) for the first time this season. Los Angeles
still kept it close until the final minutes, when
Aldridge and Leonard took turns hitting big
shots before Parker buried a clinching 17-footer
with 33.6 seconds left. Pau Gasol scored 16
points in his first trip to Staples Center with the
Spurs. — AP

Westbrook’s triple-double 

leads Thunder past Nets

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 8 4 .667 -
Boston 6 6 .500 2
NY Knicks 5 7 .417 3
Brooklyn 4 8 .333 4
Philadelphia 2 10 .167 6

Central Division
Cleveland 10 2 .833 -
Chicago 8 4 .667 2
Detroit 6 7 .462 4.4
Indiana 6 7 .462 4.5
Milwaukee 5 6 .455 4.5

Southeast Division
Atlanta 9 3 .750 -
Charlotte 8 3 .727 0.5
Orlando 5 7 .417 4
Washington 3 8 .273 5.5
Miami 3 8 .273 5.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 8 5 .615 -
Utah 7 6 .538 1
Portland 7 7 .500 1.5
Minnesota 4 7 .364 3
Denver 4 8 .333 3.5

Pacific Division
LA Clippers 11 2 .846 -
Golden State 10 2 .833 0.5
LA Lakers 7 6 .538 4
Sacramento 4 9 .308 7
Phoenix 4 9 .308 7

Southwest Division
San Antonio 10 3 .769 -
Memphis 7 5 .583 2.5
Houston 7 5 .583 2.5
New Orleans 3 10 .231 7
Dallas 2 9 .182 7

NBA results/standings
Charlotte 100, Atlanta 96; Phoenix 116, Indiana 96; Cleveland 104, Detroit 81; New Orleans 113, Portland 101;
Oklahoma City 124, Brooklyn 105; Golden State 104, Boston 88; Memphis 80, Allas 64; Toronto 113, Denver 111 (OT);
San Antonio 116, LA Lakers 107; LA Clippers 121, Sacramento 115.

NAPLES: Lydia Ko shot a tournament-
record 10-under 62 on Friday to take a
three stroke lead in the CME Group Tour
Championship, putting the top-ranked
New Zealander in position to win the play-
er of the year award with a victory today.

Ko birdied four of the first six holes and
had seven birdies and a bogey on the back
nine to get to 12-under 132 in the season
finale. Ryann O’Toole (67) and So Yeon Ryu
(68) were tied for second, and Sei Young
Kim (68) and Beatriz Recari (68) followed at
8 under.

“Going into today definitely my goal
wasn’t the 62,” said Ko, the 2014 winner at
Tiburon Golf Club. “The first three holes
made great birdies. I was going in with real-
ly good momentum, and I was able to carry
that for pretty much the rest of my round. I
think I was putting good, so if I was within a
distance that I felt comfortable I felt like,
‘Hey, I could hole this.’” Ko needs a victory
to top Ariya Jutanugarn in the player of the
year race, and also would take 

the season points title and $1 million
bonus with a win. The points in the CME
Globe standings were reset for the finale,
so Ko, Jutanugarn and Brooke Henderson
all control their destinies.

“I think the big key mindset for me is
that I’ve been not really thinking about
everything that  could happen,” Ko said.
“For me to win player the year I know I
need to win this championship. A lot of
things come with that. So to me, it’s more
important to finish off my season strong. I
think that way I don’t feel more pressure
about everything that’s going on.”

Ko is fighting Jutanugarn for the money
title and In Gee Chun for the Vare Trophy
for the lowest scoring average. Jutanugarn,
the tour victory leader with five, was tied
for 19th at 4 under after a 68.

“I started to make some putts,”

Jutanugarn said. “Today was pretty good
day for me.” Chun (69) was tied for sixth at 7
under, and Henderson (72) was tied for
38th at even par. The 62 matched Ko’s low-
est score of the season, shot in the second
round of her Walmart NW Arkansas victory
in June. She has four victories this year.

“Going into today, I just wanted to focus
on my game,” Ko said. “I knew I had a great
pairing Eun Hee (Ji) and Mi Hyang (Lee). Mi
Hyang said, ‘Hey, whenever you play with
us you seem to play well.’ Maybe it’s the
good vibes I got from them. Obviously, it’s
a great round. It’s a better position, even
better than I could have imagined. Even on
the weekend I just got to focus and keep
playing great.”

Ko is using Gary Matthews as her caddie
for the second straight event. She fired
Jason Hamilton - now with Ha Na Jang -
and used Sargunan Suntharaj in Malaysia,
then teamed with Matthews in Japan.

She worked with instructor David
Leadbetter on the range late Thursday. “It
was just more about my iron play,” Ko said.
“I hit my drives really well yesterday. My
irons were kind of on and off. Not that
many where I was looking for birdies. So, it
was just very simple. Just in the takeaway
where I wasn’t going too out. It’s some-
thing that you normally do, but especially
when you’re hitting it good, it’s more about
the basics and the little things.”

O’Toole had six birdies and a bogey. “I
think usually my drives are my strong
point,” O’Toole said. “Right now I’m hitting
these little cuts that aren’t going as far as
they could. Definitely could give me short-
er irons in. But I’m striking my irons well,
putting myself in position.”

Ryu earned a spot in the final group yes-
terday with friend Ko. “It’s think it’s definite-
ly going to be really fun to competing with
world No. 1 player,” Ryu said.  —AP

Lydia Ko shots 10-under 62,

leads LPGA Tour finale

NAPLES: Lydia Ko of New Zealand plays her second shot on the first hole during the
third round of the CME Group Tour Championship at Tiburon Golf Club yesterday in
Naples, Florida.  —AFP

SYDNEY: Former US Open champion Geoff
Ogilvy fired an eight-under-par 64 to move
into the outright lead at the Australian
Open and set up a final round showdown
with two-time major winner Jordan Spieth
yesterday.

Ogilvy, 39, was 11-under-par and two
shots ahead of American Spieth, fellow
Australian Aaron Baddeley and New
Zealand’s Ryan Fox with one round remain-
ing at the Royal Sydney Golf Club.

Veteran Australian Rod Pampling was
one shot further back after a third round 70
while world No.7 Adam Scott carded a
tumultuous 71. Scott joined fellow
Australians Jake Higginbottom, Jason
Scrivener, Lucas Herbert and James Nitties
in a five-way tie for sixth at seven-under. 

Ogilvy began the day six shots behind
overnight leader Nitties and produced six
front-nine birdies-including four in a row-to
join the lead halfway through his round.

The 2010 Australian Open champion
consolidated with birdies at the par-five
16th and par-four 18th for a tournament-
low round. “That was kind of an easy 64 if
there is such a thing,” Ogilvy said.

“I didn’t really see 64 on the first tee, but
after going out so well on the front nine, I
kind of started seeing a score like that.
“When you’ve been seeing putts hit the
edge and not go in for a few months, or
years, you feel a lot better when they actu-
ally lip in instead of lip out.”

Former world No. 1 Spieth began the
day at five-under and recovered from a
slow start with five birdies from the sixth to

the 14th to post 68 and his best round of
the tournament.

“After being one over through the first
five holes and really being all over the golf
course, I really could have been three or
four over at that point and turned it around
into a four-under round, so I’m very pleased
with being at nine under,” Spieth said.

The 2014 Australian Open champion
needed 25 putts yesterday and said he
feels confident on the greens after lament-
ing poor putting on the first two days. “I’m
just going to be more aggressive on the
greens tomorrow now that I feel more com-
fortable,” he said.

“I feel like my best golf is yet to come
out and, therefore I feel confident about
where things are.”

Baddeley, 35, began the third round
with back-to-back birdies on his way to a
five-under 67 and will  play alongside
Ogilvy in Sunday’s final pairing. 

The 35-year-old is chasing a third
Australian Open title, 17 years after his win
as an 18-year-old amateur at Royal Sydney
in 1999. “You have so many good memories
here, lots of good shots, putts made, so it
definitely helps when you go back to a
course that you’ve played well at and have
got such good memories at like here,”
Baddeley said. “It would be pretty cool to
win here tomorrow, I mean, 17 years later,
that would be super special.”

Scott mixed four birdies with three
bogeys and was upbeat after his 71 despite
missing a short birdie putt on the final
green.—AFP

Ogilvy hits lead to set up 

Open showdown with Spieth
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Defoe hits milestone

in Sunderland win

SUNDERLAND: Jermain Defoe scored his
150th Premier League goal yesterday as
Sunderland climbed off the foot of the
table with a 3-0 win over fellow strugglers
Hull City, in a match held up by floodlight
failure. The former England striker fired
Sunderland ahead on 34 minutes at the
inappropriately named Stadium of Light
before Victor Anichebe struck twice in the
second half to seal a second straight win
for David Moyes’s side.

The result moved the Black Cats above
Swansea City, who drew 1-1 at Everton, but
they are still three points from safety. Hull
remain in 18th place and have lost seven of
their last eight games under Mike Phelan.

Despite being less than a third of the
way through the season, the importance of
Saturday’s clash was clear to both sides,
who will likely face a long battle against rel-
egation. Anichebe shrugged off a rib injury
sustained in the 2-1 win at Bournemouth
last time out to retain his place in the
Sunderland side, while Robert Snodgrass
returned for Hull, who handed a Premier
League debut to 17-year-old defender Josh
Tymon.

Sunderland goalkeeper Jordan Pickford,

who had yet to keep a clean sheet this
season, turned behind an early shot from
Dieumerci Mbokani, with his opposite
number David Marshall fortunate not to
concede a penalty  af ter  c latter ing
Duncan Watmore. 

Sam Clucas forced Pickford into another
save low down, but Defoe gave Sunderland
the lead with a typically clinical finish.

The 34-year-old latched onto a flick-on
from Watmore and  ghosted past Curtis
Davies and Ahmed Elmohamady before
guiding past Marshall for his seventh goal
of the campaign. 

Anichebe almost added a quick-fire sec-
ond when his effort flashed just wide, while
Watmore drew a smart save from Marshall
before the match was delayed for 10 min-
utes at the start of the second half when
there was a blackout in the stadium.

When the lights came back on Ryan
Mason spurned a chance to equalise after
Snodgrass broke away down the left, and
Anichebe made them pay by drilling in
Sunderland’s second on 62 minutes.

It was the first time the Nigeria interna-
tional had scored in back-to-back league
games since September 2012, but
Anichebe wasn’t finished.

After Davies was denied brilliantly by
Pickford and Patrick van Aanholt twice
cleared off the line to add to Hull’s frustra-
tions, Anichebe powered in the hosts’ third
on 84 minutes.

The only blot to Sunderland’s copy book
was the late dismissal of Senegalese
defender Papy Djilobodji for a second yel-
low card. —AFP

Sunderland 3

Hull City  0

Bournemouth stop the 

rot with Stoke win

STOKE-ON-TRENT: Nathan Ake’s first-half
header saw Bournemouth record their first
away win of the season in the Premier
League as they beat Stoke City 1-0 yester-
day. Victory was the south coast side’s first
in three league games after they lost to
Middlesbrough and Sunderland prior to
the international break. Stoke, however,
missed a great chance to equalise at the
start of the second half when Bojan Krkic
struck a penalty against the crossbar.

The home side were fortunate not to be
down to 10 men early on at the Britannia
Stadium. Bournemouth saw a superb pass
from Jack Wilshere, on loan from Arsenal,
send Callum Wilson through on goal before
he was brought down by Ryan Shawcross.

Moments later, Wilshere’s shot was
turned away by diving goalkeeper Lee
Grant. Bournemouth broke the deadlock in

the 26th minute when Ake, unmarked in
the six-yard area, headed home Junior
Stanislas’s free-kick.

Stoke improved as the half wore on and
it needed a goal-line clearance from Steve
Cook to keep out Shawcross’s header
before Ake blocked a goalbound effort
from Wilfried Bony.

Early in the second half, Australian goal-
keeper Adam Federici kept the score at 1-0
by pushing away a header from Bony, with
the rebound leading to a controversial
penalty decision.

As Bojan retrieved the loose ball,
Bournemouth captain Simon Francis
stepped on his foot and the Spaniard dra-
matically flung himself to the ground. 

He got up to take the ensuing spot-kick
but smashed the ball against the bar.
Bournemouth appeared content to play on
the counter-attack. Stoke created few clear
chances as they chased the game, with
Xherdan Shaqiri shooting over the top from
12 yards out and Jonathan Walters heading
straight at Federici.

Wilshere almost set the seal on a fine
individual performance with a goal, but the
England international’s curling shot
brushed the post. — AFP

Bournemouth 1

Stoke City 0

Quick-fire Capoue piles 

more misery on Leicester

WATFORD: Etienne Capoue struck after
just 32 seconds as Watford added to
Leicester’s domestic woes by beating the
Premier League champions 2-1 at Vicarage
Road yesterday.

Roberto Pereyra netted Watford’s sec-
ond after 12 minutes and Riyad Mahrez’s
penalty couldn’t revive Leicester. Claudio
Ranieri’s side are still looking for their first
away win of the season and remain stuck
within sight of the relegation zone.

Leicester will  return to Champions
League action against Club Brugge next
week but while they have impressed in
Europe, they continue to struggle for form
back at home in the Premier League.

Once again Jamie Vardy failed to find
the target, extending his club drought to
13 games although the forward did follow
up his midweek strike for England by win-
ning the penalty that allowed Mahrez to
bring his side back into the game.

But the defensive weaknesses that have
marked their disappointing title defence
were again all too apparent as Watford
claimed the victory that consolidated their
place in the top half of the table.

Walter Mazzarri had been left incensed
by Watford’s performance in the 6-1 defeat
at Liverpool immediately before the inter-
national break and had insisted the anger
shared by manager and players would
ensure there would be no repeat.

But as anxious as the manager was to
see his players recover quickly, their
response was even more impressive than
he might have hoped.

Just 32 seconds had elapsed when
Watford exposed Leicester’s fragile defence
to take the lead, and they had doubled that
advantage within 12 minutes.

Pereyra was involved on both occa-
sions, with the Argentinian’s left wing
cross helped on by Troy Deeney’s back-
ward header into the path of Capoue,
who placed his volley beyond Leicester

keeper Ron-Robert Zieler.

STUNNING OPENING 
The early strike clearly lifted the home

side and Pereyra capped a stunning open-
ing when he cut inside Danny Drinkwater
on the left, moving the ball onto his right
foot before curling an angled shot past
Zieler from the edge of the penalty area.

Leicester needed to conjure a swift reply
if they were to revive hopes of a first away
league win of the season.

They were back in the game inside two
minutes when Vardy was bundled over by
Miguel Britos after collecting a pass from
Shinji Okazaki inside the home penalty
area.

Vardy’s lack of goalscoring form has
been a major concern for Ranieri this sea-
son, but the timing of the run suggested
the striker is nearing a return to the form of
last season.

And when Mahrez converted the result-
ing penalty with an emphatic finish into
the roof of the net, there was sense of relief
among Ranieri’s side.

Leicester began to attack with more pur-
pose but their defence - one of the side’s
strengths during last season’s title triumph
- struggled to get to grips with the threat
posed by Watford.

Watford centre-back Younes Kaboul
should have done better than direct a
header over the bar from a corner midway
through the first half.

And had Nordin Amrabat been able to
collect Deeney’s pass when clear in front of
Zieler’s goal, Mazzarri’s side would have
reached the interval with a commanding
lead. Leicester approach at the start of the
second period was much more convincing
although the visitors’ attacking moves too
often came to nothing because of a lack of
quality service to Vardy.

And they were again almost caught out
in the 65th minute when Zieler produced
an outstanding reaction save to keep out
Pereyra’s close-range header after Amrabat
and Daryl Janmaat had combined to open
up the Leicester left.

Leicester’s efforts became increasingly
frantic as they searched for an equaliser but
they remained unable to find the final pass
that would have undone the resolute home
defence. —AFP

Watford 2

Leicester City 1

LONDON: Manchester City’s Yaya Toure, centre left, celebrates scoring his side’s second goal during the English Premier League soccer match
between Crystal Palace and Manchester City at Selhurst Park stadium in London, yesterday. —AP

LONDON: Yaya Toure marked his first Premier
League game of the season by scoring both of
Manchester City’s goals in a 2-1 win away to
Crystal Palace yesterday.

Toure’s goals, allied to a strutting display
patrolling a City midfield of which he used to
be the leader, saw the Ivory Coast midfielder
make a compelling case to manager Pep
Guardiola as the visitors maintained their title
challenge at Selhurst Park.

Toure has been effectively frozen out since
Guardiola’s pre-season arrival at Eastlands. 

Apart from a Champions League outing
against Steaua Bucharest in August-largely
irrelevant after City’s 5-0 win in the away leg-
Toure had not worn a City shirt since the final
game of last season.

But few would have known it by his work
against the Eagles. Bristling with intent and
even pressing defenders to appease
Guardiola’s concerns over his work-rate, Toure
demonstrated his confidence has not been
dulled by repeatedly sitting in the stands.

His first goal arrived six minutes before
half-time. Toure exchanged passes with Sergio
Aguero inside the home area and, with the
Palace defence standing off, he did the same
with Nolito before rifling home a rising shot
which clipped James Tomkins on its way into
the net. The goal came five minutes after
Guardiola had called Toure and Kevin De
Bruyne over to the touchline for an animated
tactical discussion during a break in play.

Then, after Connor Wickham had drawn
Palace level midway through the second
half, Toure slipped his marker at an 83rd-
minute corner and calmly side-footed his
side to victory.

KOMPANY BLOW 
That stoppage was caused by a worrying

col l is ion between City  keeper Claudio
Bravo and club captain Vincent Kompany,
who was shadowing the run of Palace strik-
er Christian Benteke.

Kompany’s head was rocked back by a
combination of his keeper’s right knee and
thigh. I t appeared to be more a case of
whiplash than concussion. 

He continued for five minutes before drop-
ping to his haunches and having to be led
from the field, the latest in a depressing series
of early departures from matches for the 30-
year-old. Kompany will be doubtful for City’s
Champions League trip to Borussia
Moenchengladbach as a result. There was lit-
tle else of note in an insipid first half. That the
second period was more open and exciting
owed much to the bravery of Palace manager
Alan Pardew, who took off ineffective winger
Andros Townsend and gave Benteke a strike
partner in Wickham.

That  change stretched the play and
meant more chances were created at both
ends of  the pitch.  I t  a lso gave Jason
Puncheon the licence to drift out to the
wing, as he did 11 minutes after half-time,
skipping past Bacary Sagna to the by-line
before clipping over a cross which Benteke
headed within Bravo’s reach.

The momentum of the game swung in the
space of 30 seconds in the 66th minute. City
almost made it 2-0 when a De Bruyne cross
was guided goalwards by Aguero.

Palace keeper Wayne Hennessey parried
the flick but needed the help of right-back
Joel Ward who scampered back to clear the
ball off the line and upfield.

The ball eventually found Wilfried Zaha
whose jink inside ended with a slipped pass
for Wickham to drive the ball past Bravo.

If that equaliser gave Palace hope of a first
Premier League point in five matches, it also
set the stage for Toure to round off his return
from exile. Unfortunately for Pardew and
Palace, defeat meant their slide down the
table continued.  As in recent games, they
could consider themselves unfortunate to
lose, but that is a habit of which they will want
to rid themselves soon. — AFP

Toure at the double as 

Man City beat Palace

Man City 2

Crystal Palace 1

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

English Premier League

Middlesbrough v Chelsea 19:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD EN

Spanish League Primera Div

Deportivo v Espanyol 14:00
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Valencia v Granada 18:15 
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Gijon v Real Sociedad 20:30
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Bilbao v Villarreal 2245 
beIN SPORTS 3 HD

Italian Calcio League Serie A

Sampdoria v Sassuolo 14:30
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Atalanta v AS Roma 17:00
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Bologna v Palermo 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
Lazio v Genoa 17:00
beIN SPORTS 7 HD
Crotone v Torino 17:00
beIN SPORTS 13 HD EN
Milan v Milano 22:45
beIN SPORTS 4 HD

German Bundesliga 1st Div

Hoffenheim v Hamburger 17:30
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Werder Bremen v Frankfurt 19:30
beIN SPORTS 5 HD

French League 1st Div

Guingamp v Bordeaux 17:00 
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Marseille v Caen 19:00
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Saint Etienne v Nice 22:45
beIN SPORTS 6 HD

LIVERPOOL: Swansea manager Bob Bradley was
denied his first Premier League victory in agonising
fashion as Everton’s Seamus Coleman hit a last-
minute equaliser to rescue a 1-1 draw yesterday.
Bradley’s side were on course for a first win since
the opening day of the league season when Gylfi
Sigurdsson’s penalty put them ahead at Goodison
Park.  But Coleman netted in the 89th minute for
Ronald Koeman’s team, leaving former United
States coach Bradley with just two points in his five
matches since his surprise appointment as succes-
sor to the sacked Francesco Guidolin.  Adding
insult to injury for Bradley, Swansea dropped to the
bottom of the table following Sunderland’s victory
over Hull. Bradley made eight changes from the
side which lost to Manchester United last time out,
including dropping South Korean Ki Sung-Yueng,
who suggested while on international duty the
club was in “crisis”.  Sigurdsson looked dangerous
from set-pieces and open play, having one free-
kick deflected over by the wall, with Jordi Amat
heading wide from the resulting corner.

Sigurdsson’s value to Swansea cannot be
underestimated  — since joining the Welsh side he

has scored or assisted 37 of their 99 Premier
League goals.  He often troubled Everton centre-
backs Phil Jagielka and Swansea old boy Ashley
Williams when he dropped deep to gain posses-
sion.  Jagielka was caught out five minutes before
half-time to cap a troubled week that saw him
photographed with Wayne Rooney during the
England captain’s now-infamous drinking spree.
Sigurdsson latched on to Modou Barrow’s flick-on
to burst into the area and, after he skipped past

Jagielka, the veteran centre-back’s clumsy chal-
lenge conceded a penalty that the Iceland mid-
fielder coolly converted.  Romelu Lukaku, who had
scored seven times in his previous nine league
appearances, failed to react quick enough to
Yannick Bolasie’s cross, which he allowed to hit
him and bounce over an open goal from three
yards.  Bolasie was also not free from blame after
shooting too close to Lukasz Fabianski when put
clean through by Lukaku. —AFP

Everton  1

Swansea 1

Everton goal denies 

Bradley first win

TOTTENHAM: Two quickfire late goals from
Harry Kane sealed an astonishing Tottenham
Hotspur comeback in a pulsating 3-2 Premier
League victory over West Ham United at White
Hart Lane yesterdayday.

With Spurs trailing 2-1 and their unbeaten
league record in danger, Kane struck from
close range two minutes from time and kept
his cool to put away a stoppage-time penalty
after Son Heung-min was fouled.

It was the second time referee Mike Dean
pointed to the spot yesterday and the ninth
penalty he has awarded in 10 games. Manuel
Lanzini also scored for West Ham on 68 min-
utes after Winston Reid, who was later sent off,
was grappled to the floor. Michail Antonio
gave West Ham the lead with a header after 24
minutes before Harry Winks equalised on 51
minutes with his first Premier League goal on
his first league start. —Reuters

Kane stuns West Ham

with two late goals

Tottenham   3

West Ham 2



MANCHESTER: Substitute Olivier Giroud converted
Arsenal’s first effort on target in the 89th minute to res-
cue a smash-and-grab 1-1 draw for Arsene Wenger’s side
at Manchester United yesterday.

Juan Mata’s 69th-minute strike looked to have earned
Jose Mourinho’s United a much-needed win, only for Alex
Oxlade-Chamberlain to tee up his fellow substitute Giroud
for a last-gasp leveller.

The result preserved Arsenal’s six-point lead over sixth-

place United, but left United falling even further behind the
table leaders. Arsenal remain without a league win at Old
Trafford in 10 years and Wenger has still not beaten
Mourinho in the league in 12 attempts.

But this was a draw that will have felt like a win for the
Frenchman, particularly after Mourinho provocatively cited
his 12-year wait for a league title in the build-up to the game.

Giroud’s goal, only his fourth of the season, extended
Arsenal’s unbeaten run to 17 games in all competitions and
left United with just two wins from their last nine league fix-
tures. Mourinho, who shared an icy handshake with Wenger
before and after the match, must now rouse his players for
Thursday’s key Europa League home game with Feyenoord.
Alexis Sanchez came through a fitness check on a trouble-
some hamstring to boost Arsenal and he was his usual,
buzzing self in the early stages, steering a header off-target
from Theo Walcott’s flick-on. But with Michael Carrick anchor-

ing United’s midfield again and Antonio Valencia, back from
a fractured arm, supplying drive from right-back, there was
poise and purpose to the hosts’ football.

VALENCIA PENALTY CLAIM 
Carrick’s presence allowed Paul Pogba to get forward and

he gave a glimpse of his ability by steamrollering Francis
Coquelin and drilling a cross into the box that Arsenal man-
aged to clear.

United felt they should have had a penalty in the 35th
minute when Valencia nutmegged Nacho Monreal and then
went down as the Spaniard leaned across him, but referee
Andre Marriner said no. Pogba then teed up Mata, who had
earlier bent a free-kick wide, for a low shot that Petr Cech
pushed around the post and the Arsenal goalkeeper also
saved three times from Anthony Martial. Arsenal did not reg-
ister a shot of note in the first half, but as United’s momen-

tum waned after half-time, Mourinho turned to his bench.
Wayne Rooney, aiming to redeem himself from late-night

carousing while on England duty last weekend, and Daley
Blind came on, with Martial and Matteo Darmian making
way. Slowly, United picked up the pace and with 21 minutes
remaining they made the breakthrough.

Pogba’s pass sent Ander Herrera haring towards the
byline on the right and from his cut-back, Spanish compatri-
ot Mata arrived to send the ball past Cech with a sumptuous-
ly crisp side-foot effort. Wenger introduced Giroud for
Mohamed Elneny, which saw Sanchez, whose influence had
dimmed, withdraw to the left flank, and Granit Xhaka also
entered the fray.

Mourinho’s men continued to dominate, Marcos Rojo
heading wide from Blind’s deep cross, only for Oxlade-
Chamberlain to skin Marcus Rashford before crossing for
Giroud to snatch an unlikely point. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Arsenal’s Petr Cech, centre, saves a shoot during the English Premier League soccer match between Manchester United and Arsenal at Old Trafford in Manchester, England, yesterday. —AP

Arsenal continues 17-game unbeaten sequence

Man Utd 1

Arsenal 1 

S O U T H A M P TO N :
Premier League lead-
ers Liverpool missed
a chance to burnish
their title credentials
as they were held to
a 0-0 draw at
Southampton yes-
terday. Jurgen

Klopp’s men had the majority of possession, but
Southampton goalkeeper Fraser Forster denied his former
team-mate Sadio Mane in the first half and Philippe
Coutinho, Roberto Firmino and Nathaniel Clyne missed sec-
ond-half chances.

Liverpool remain in first place ahead of Manchester City
only on goals scored, but now Chelsea will go above them
with a win at Middlesbrough today. Both sides were without
key creative players, with Southampton midfielder Dusan
Tadic not risked after breaking his nose while on international
duty. Former Southampton captain Adam Lallana did not
travel with the Liverpool party after sustaining an injury while
playing for England.  But Coutinho was deemed fit enough to
start despite a hamstring problem while Dejan Lovren, anoth-
er ex-Saint, returned to the back four after recovering from a
virus. Lovren was jeered every time he received the ball in an
early spell of Liverpool possession that forced the home side
back towards their own penalty area.  But when the
Merseysiders were able to find a gap, either their touch or the
final pass eluded them. Southampton were seeing little of the
ball and were restricted to attacks on the break, one of which
ended with right back Cedric Soares shooting a yard wide
with his left foot from 22 yards.  The Portugal defender then

sent over a cross from the right that Liverpool goalkeeper
Loris Karius punched clear under very little pressure. 

Otherwise it was mostly Liverpool and they created what
could have been a decisive opening in the 28th minute
when Georginio Wijnaldum found Mane free in the penalty
area with an intelligent diagonal pass.  Mane’s shot was
struck hard and true but Saints’ England goalkeeper Forster
flung himself to his left to save. Five minutes from the break,
Mane had another chance as he charged goalwards from
the right but Virgil Van Dijk slid in to block the Senegal
winger’s shot. Saints were still not an attacking force, which
was shown when Charlie Austin got into the penalty area
and looked around for support-but found none.

The second half opened in similar fashion. Liverpool
appealed confidently but in vain for a penalty as Van Dijk
tugged Firmino’s shirt, Forster saved Mane’s shot at the foot
of his near post and Coutinho sliced his shot wide after
Firmino’s pass sent him in on goal. Then it was central
defender Joel Matip’s turn to miss chances. First he failed to
reach Coutinho’s inviting free kick from the right with an
attempt at a header and the result was the same from a cor-
ner from the other side. 

Liverpool’s wastefulness almost cost them after 59 min-
utes when Austin’s head met a cross from Soares but his
effort glanced just wide. Five minutes later Liverpool missed
their best chance yet. Coutinho’s pass found Firmino
advancing into the penalty area with only Forster in front of
him, but he slid his shot wide from 10 yards.

Next, Clyne headed wide after beating teammates and
opponents alike to a cross from substitute Daniel Sturridge.
That was to be the final chance as Southampton settled for a
draw after successive defeats by Chelsea and Hull. — AFP
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Southampton 0

Liverpool 0

SOUTHAMPTON: Liverpool’s English defender Nathaniel Clyne (C) heads the ball towards goal but fails to
score during the English Premier League football match between Southampton and Liverpool at St Mary’s
Stadium in Southampton, southern England yesterday. —AFP



LIMA: Leaders of Pacific rim nations scrambled
to find new free trade options yesterday as a
looming Donald Trump presidency in the
United States sounded a possible death knell
for the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). After
lower-level meetings, US President Barack
Obama, Chinese President Xi Jinping, and
Russian President Vladimir Putin were due to
arrive at the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit that brings together
leaders whose economies represent 57 per-
cent of global gross domestic product.

While campaigning for the presidential
election which he won, Trump labeled the TPP
a job-killing “disaster” and called for curbs on
immigration and steeper tariffs on products
from China and Mexico.

Though Obama championed the TPP as a
way to counter China’s rise, his administration
has now stopped trying to win congressional
approval for the deal that was signed by 12
economies in the Americas and Asia-Pacific,
but excluded China.  Without US approval the
agreement as currently negotiated cannot
come to fruition. China’s Xi is selling an alter-
nate vision for regional trade by promoting
the Beijing-backed Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP), which as it
stands excludes the Americas.

The Obama administration said China
would be happy to take over the United States’
role as global free trade promoter. “We see
people around the table here right now talk-
ing about if the TPP does not move forward

then they’re going to have to put their eggs in
the RCEP basket,” US Trade Representative
Michael Froman told journalists. Froman said
that RCEP would not have labor and environ-
mental protections that are written into TPP.
Mexico, Japan, Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand
and Singapore, however, aim to continue with
TPP with or without the United States, Mexico’s
Economy Minister Ildefonso Guajardo said. “We
determined that our countries will press ahead
with this agreement independently of what
Washington decides,” Guajardo said of the trade
deal on Mexican radio.

DIFFICULT TO EXCLUDE US
Alan Bollard, the APEC secretariat’s execu-

tive director, said it was premature to write the
TPP off, and that excluding the United States
could prove difficult. “Actually there were con-
cessions given to the US in those negotiations
that they may not want to sign up to without
the US in it,” he said in an interview. “Without
the US, it does change the economics of the
whole thing quite a bit.”

The 21 members of the (APEC) summit
have finished a study for a regional free trade
area but will not discuss it until the next annu-
al summit in Vietnam, Peruvian Trade Minister
Eduardo Ferreyros said. Both the TPP and RCEP
were seen as pathways toward an APEC-wide
agreement. Though most were careful not to
criticize Trump directly, leaders at APEC, which
ends today, universally warned of the dangers
of turning away from globalization and free

trade. “To anyone who wants to propose pro-
tectionism I suggest that you read the history
books about the 1930s,” Peruvian President
Pedro Pablo Kuczynski said. Sun Xiao from
China’s Chamber of International Commerce
blamed unequal distribution of free trade’s
benefits for rising protectionism, and suggest-
ed it would be different under Chinese leader-
ship. “If there was a bigger role for China we
would promote the principle of joint participa-
tion and shared benefits to ensure free trade
arrangements can benefit all,” he said.

GROWING HOSTILITY
The US presidential election is a sign of

growing hostility to free trade that threatens
the global economy, the president of Peru
warned Friday as he opened an Asian-Pacific
summit hosted by his nation. President Pedro
Pablo Kuczynski told delegates gathering in
Lima for the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation Forum that global trade already
stopped growing in the last two years and
would get much worse if nations close off
their economies. “It is fundamental that world
trade grow again and that protectionism be
defeated,” Kuczynski said.

The Peruvian leader cited the US election,
though he did not specifically mention
President-elect Donald Trump, who pledged
to overhaul US trade policy and tear up trade
agreements such as NAFTA or the proposed
Trans-Pacific Partnership, or TPP.

Kuczynski, a US-trained economist and for-

mer investment fund manager who took office
this year, also cited the vote in June by Britain
to leave the European Union as evidence that
“protectionist tendencies are taking over” in
the world. “And for anyone who wants to pro-
mote protection I suggest they read an eco-
nomic history of the 1930s,” he said, a refer-
ence to the Great Depression that many argue
was aggravated by protectionist policies.
Christine Lagarde, managing director of the
International Monetary Fund, also touched on
the US and British elections as she called for
action to address rising economic inequality
that has accompanied increased global trade.

“The social and political consequences are
now becoming all too apparent,” she told an
audience at the Universidad del PacÌfico after
an appearance at APEC. “Voters in the United
States and the United Kingdom, for example,
have sent clear signals of concern about
migration, trade and technological change.”

APEC has brought more than 1,000 dele-
gates from 21 countries, representing nearly
40 percent of the world’s population, to Lima
for a forum aimed at easing global commerce.
US President Barack Obama was expected to
arrive late Friday for his last international sum-
mit before leaving office in January. Also
expected were Chinese President Xi Jinping
and Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Obama had been expected to promote the
TPP, which would have included 12 members
of APEC but not China. That trade pact is now
considered politically dead because of Trump’s

victory. The Chinese president is expected to
seek support for an alternate agreement
backed by his country that would include all
21 countries in the organization.

But not all countries were ready to throw in
the towel on the TPP. Mexican Finance Minister
Idelfonso Fajardo said he met with officials
from five other signatories to the pact -
Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand, Japan and
Singapore - on the sidelines of the summit and
they agreed to forge ahead regardless of what
the new US administration decides.

Kuczynski and Japan’s Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe later issued a statement saying
they would work to see that the treaty goes
into effect. “Both leaders agree that the TPP is
not only important geopolitically and in terms
of trade, but also for the stability and prosperi-
ty of the Asia-Pacific region as a whole,” it said.
It’s unclear if they’ll succeed. Under terms of
the TPP agreement signed this year in New
Zealand, the vast free trade agreement can
only be implemented if it is ratified by at least
six countries that account for 85 percent of the
combined gross domestic production of the
12 TPP nations. APEC ministers, meeting
ahead of the leaders’ summit, endorsed a
study of the Chinese-backed plan and called
for further talks in a joint statement issued
Friday that also echoed concerns about pro-
tectionism. “Faced with rising skepticism over
trade and stagnated trade growth, we reiter-
ate our commitment to build an open econo-
my in the Asia-Pacific,” it said. — Agencies
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LIMA: US President Barack Obama (left) waves next to Peru’s Vice President Mercedes Araoz on upon his arrival at Jorge Chavez International Airport in Lima to attend the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Summit yesterday. — AFP
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APEC mulls trade options in Trump era 

DUBAI: Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh
expressed optimism yesterday about an
upcoming OPEC meeting and said crude
prices could jump to $55 a barrel if an agree-
ment is reached and non-OPEC producers
cooperate.

“We are receiving positive signals that
increase the likelihood of agreement at the
meeting ... and I’m optimistic about the situ-
ation,” Zanganeh told state television by
telephone, after meeting OPEC Secretary-
General Mohammed Barkindo in Tehran
ahead of the Nov 30 meeting.

“I think if we can reach an agreement,
God willing, the price would rapidly reach
above $50 per barrel ... If non-OPEC (produc-
ers) also cooperate, I don’t think $55 per bar-
rel would be out of reach.” Benchmark Brent
crude rose by 37 cents to $46.86 per barrel
on Friday. Asked about an OPEC proposal for
an output cap of 3.92 million barrels per day
for Iran, Zanganeh said: “We have not
reached any agreement. We have expressed
our views and we look forward to explaining
them.”

The Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries is moving closer
towards finalising its first deal since 2008 to
limit oil output, with most members pre-
pared to offer Iran significant flexibility on
production volumes, ministers and sources

said on Friday. Iran has been the main stum-
bling block for such a deal because Tehran
wants exemptions as it tries to regain oil
market share after the easing of Western
sanctions in January. 

Meanwhile, Iraq’s exports from the Kirkuk
oil field through an export pipeline to Turkey
have dropped because of power outages, an
official at state-run North Oil Co said yester-
day. Export are currently running at 100,000
barrels per day (bpd), compared with
133,000 bpd in October, the official said.

The pipeline delivers crude to Turkish ter-
minal of Ceyhan, on the Mediterranean. It
also carries crude produced in fields devel-
oped by the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG), an autonomous region in north Iraq.
OPEC’s second-largest producer after Saudi
Arabia, Iraq exports most of its oil through
the southern ports, on the Gulf.

Total exports for September, including
the KRG, were 3.871 million bpd, of which
3.276 million bpd were shipped from the
southern ports, according to the last figures
published by the nation’s state-oil marketer
SOMO, in October. 

North Oil resumed exports through the
Kurdish-controlled pipeline in August, after a
five-month halt caused by a dispute on oil
revenue sharing between Baghdad and the
KRG. — Reuters

Oil could rise to $55 if all 

producers cooperate: Iran 

Summit host Peru warns of threats to free trade 

AMRITSAR: Indian senior citizens gather outside a bank as they wait to deposit and exchange 500 and 1000 rupee notes in Amritsar yes-
terday. Long queues formed outside banks in India since the government’s shock decision to withdraw the two largest denomination
notes from circulation. India’s government asked its citizens to put up with what it called the “short-term inconvenience” when it
announced the move to withdraw 85 percent of currency in circulation in a bid to tackle widespread tax evasion. —AFP
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.752
Indian Rupees 4.484
Pakistani Rupees 2.914
Srilankan Rupees 2.063
Nepali Rupees 2.809
Singapore Dollar 215.050
Hongkong Dollar 39.344
Bangladesh Taka 3.864
Philippine Peso 6.145
Thai Baht 8.597

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.428
Qatari Riyal 83.867
ani Riyal 793.009
Bahraini Dinar 810.810
UAE Dirham 83.124

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 24.000
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 19.230
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.226
Tunisian Dinar 134.580
Jordanian Dinar 429.940
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.034
Syrian Lira 2.176
Morocco Dirham 30.980

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 305.150
Euro 324.980
Sterling Pound 380.830
Canadian dollar 227.050
Turkish lira 91.360

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL
Swiss Franc 305.760
Australian Dollar 226.120
US Dollar Buying 303.950

GOLD
20 Gram 246.57
10 Gram 126.20
5 Gram 63.95

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 304.200
Canadian Dolla 225.044
Sterling Pound 383.455
Euro 329.642
Swiss Frank 301.458
Bahrain Dinar 805.769
UAE Dirhams 83.216
Qatari Riyals 84.433
Saudi Riyals 82.003
Jordanian Dinar 429.495
Egyptian Pound 19.620
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.065
Indian Rupees 4.498
Pakistani Rupees 2.902
Bangladesh Taka 3.875
Philippines Pesso 6.189
Cyprus pound 160.643
Japanese Yen 3.826
Syrian Pound 2.427
Nepalese Rupees 3.860
Malaysian Ringgit 72.482
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.243
Thai Bhat 9.664
Turkish Lira 94.850

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0. 371828 0.381828
Czech Korune 0. 004010 0.016010
Danish Krone 0. 039506 0.044593
Euro 0. 319506 0.328500
Norwegian Krone 0. 031721 0.036921
Romanian Leu 0. 084639 0.084639
Slovakia 0. 009126 0.019146
Swedish Krona 0. 029038 0.034036
Swiss Franc 0. 296432 0.307432
Turkish Lira 0.087954 0.098254

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.216564 0.228564
New Zealand Dollar 0.208509 0.218009

America
Canadian Dollar 0.221039 0.230039
Georgina Lari 0.137938 0.137936
US Dollars 0.301300 0.306000
US Dollars Mint 0.301800 0.305600

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003385 0.003969
Chinese Yuan 0.043112 0.046612
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037291 0.040041
Indian Rupee 0.000388 0.004507
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002696 0.002876

Kenyan Shilling 0.003141 0.003141
Korean Won 0.000248 0.000263
Malaysian Ringgit 0.066046 0.072046
Nepalese Rupee 0.002835 0.003005
Pakistan Rupee 0.002710 0.003000
Philippine Peso 0.006092 0.006392
Sierra Leone 0.000068 0.000074
Singapore Dollar 0.209653 0.219653
South African Rand 0.015284 0.023784
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001638 0.002218
Taiwan 0.009467 0.009647
Thai Baht 0.008269 0.008819

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.803508 0.812008
Egyptian Pound 0.015594 0.024847
Iranian Riyal 0.000085 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000188 0.000248
Jordanian Dinar 0.426608 0.435608
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000148 0.000248
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020074 0.044074
Nigerian Naira 0.001265 0.001900
Omani Riyal 0.786826 0.792506
Qatar Riyal 0.083074 0.084524
Saudi Riyal 0.080353 0.081653
Syrian Pound 0.001295 0.001515
Tunisian Dinar 0.129823 0.137823
Turkish Lira 0.087954 0.098254
UAE Dirhams 0.081725 0.083425
Yemeni Riyal 0.001381 0.001461

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s economy has
begun to stabilize after securing a $1.5
billion bailout earlier this year, but the
island needs to build its dwindling for-
eign reserves, the IMF said yesterday.

The Washington-based International
Monetary Fund said it had just conclud-
ed its first review of Sri Lanka’s economy
after announcing the bailout in June and
labelled its performance “broadly satis-
factory.” Cash-strapped Sri Lanka secured
IMF help in June after suffering a bal-
ance of payments crisis earlier this year.

“Sri Lanka’s performance under the
Fund-supported program has been
broadly satisfactory despite challenging
circumstances,” IMF’s Acting Chair and
Deputy Managing Director, Tao Zhang,
said in a statement. He said the IMF on
Friday released $162.6 million to Sri
Lanka as the second tranche of its
bailout that will be disbursed over three
years.

Sri Lanka’s macroeconomic and
financial conditions had begun to stabi-

lize, inflation has trended down, and the
balance of payments had improved, he
said. However, he cautioned Sri Lanka’s
international reserves remained below
comfortable levels and also warned of
credit expansion that could fuel further
inflation.

Official figures show the current
reserves of Sri Lanka at $6.06 billion, suf-
ficient to finance imports for nearly four
month. In line with IMF prescriptions,
the government raised value added tax
from 11 percent to 15 percent this
month and also announced an increase
in corporate taxes to boost revenue. 

The government also lifted a ban on
foreigners owning property as the coun-
try sought to attract foreign capital to
rebuild its war-ravaged economy.  The
government is targeting a budget deficit
of 4.6 percent of GDP next year, down
from 5.4 percent of GDP this year, with
foreign borrowings of $3.1 billion and
$1.2 billion in domestic loans helping to
bridge the gap. — AFP

In your role as a manager, regardless to how
many people or for what size of company
or organization, you already know that

your job requires you to make use of profes-
sional platforms that support your role, help
you streamline daily functions, and give you
the exposure you need. Having a public pro-
file on a leading job site in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA), is out of question.
On Bayt.com, there are over 26 million profes-
sionals connecting with more than 40,000
employers in one space. The possibilities for
career growth and development are infinite.
The resources are abundant and are all at your
discretion.

But how do you maximize your benefit
from such platforms as a manager?
Regardless to whether you are hiring immedi-
ately or in the long-run, looking for a new
career opportunity or simply seeking growth
and enhancement of your career, there are
many ways that you can make Bayt.com

improve your career prospects as a manager
so that you are ready for your next move
when it is the right time.

1. Engage employees and professionals
on Specialties

As a manager, it is part of your duty to
keep the ball rolling; to keep the momentum
and the drive for business success at the high-
est standards. It happens sporadically that
employees feel sluggish and uninspired when
they sink in with their daily routine and noth-
ing seems to change. What you, as a manger,
could do is start a challenging, inspiring, or
fun-related conversation on Bayt.com
Specialties. Ask a question and encourage
your team to participate by answering and
asking their own questions. For one side of
the coin, this will help refresh your team and
break their repetitive work-mode. On the oth-
er side, sharing content on professional net-
works is an automatic tool for exposure. Your

questions, or answers, will put your name
among millions of professionals and might
draw some exciting career opportunities
towards you and your business.

2. Opt for an online company profile
With thousands of employers and busi-

nesses out there promoting themselves and
hunting the best talent that exists in the
MENA region, managers are tasked with step-
ping up the branding game. Company pro-
files is your ticket for doing that. As a manger,
opting for a premium company profile on
Bayt.com will make your job significantly
more efficient. Think of these profiles as mag-
net for professionals. Job seekers and other
career-driven individuals will take on the
responsibility of finding you, following you,
learning all about your news and updates,
and being on the watch for your latest vacan-
cies and job offerings. As your profile gains
more popularity on Bayt.com, you will find

that this is a reason to celebrate your success-
ful decisions.

3. Offer on-the-job learning
This is a feature that we recommend to be

embraced all the time and by all profession-
als. There is no ceiling for learning. Even after
gaining mastery and decades of experience,
there are always more areas to grow, more
skills to acquire, more topics to explore, and
more competencies to build. The Bayt.com
online learning portal offers an array of the
most up-to-date courses, workshops, and
training programs in just about every field
and industry. As a manager, you are advised
to motivate your employees to push their
limits and enroll in new training opportuni-
ties that can make them even more produc-
tive and successful. This will surely reflect
positively on you as a supportive manager
who recognizes the l imitless room for
improvement.

4. Share your wisdom
Your team looks up to you, many of them

aspire for a similar position as yours and are
very eager to learn from your expertise and
years of experience. Use your presence on
Bayt.com to share with your team, as well as
other professionals who are interested in your
field, some insights and useful material. Browse
the numerous research reports and employer
articles that are regularly published on the web.
You can also visit the specialties blog to get
more inspiring ideas. Share what you find inter-
esting and beneficial for your employees and
help them achieve their highest potential.
Bayt.com is the #1 job site in the Middle East
with more than 40,000 employers and over
26,500,000 registered job seekers from across
the Middle East, North Africa and the globe, rep-
resenting all industries, nationalities and career
levels. Post a job or find jobs on www.bayt.com
today and access the leading resource for job
seekers and employers in the region. 

How to make Bayt.com support your role as a manager
Bayt.com weekly report

KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) was
selected by “Legal 500” among the top in-house
legal departments during its annual conference
recently held at Dubai International Convention
Centre. The event was attended by several
prominent consulting houses, law firms, and
legal departments of major institutions, where
the announcement of the top legal consulting
institutions in the Middle East and the GCC took
place. 

“Legal 500” issues its annual rankings based
on an array of research and analysis, providing a
detailed assessment that aims to analyze the
various capabilities of legal consulting firms and
in-house legal departments of major institu-
tions, which support and drive the commercial
and investment business forward.

In its report, “Legal 500” mentioned that the
National Bank of Kuwait, incorporated in 1952,
occupies a particularly important place in the
economic history of the Gulf, as it was the first
indigenous bank and shareholding company in
the region. NBK retains its place at the forefront
of banks in the region, and now boasts a net
operating income of US$2.4bn, as well as the
largest chain of overseas branches in compari-
son to other Gulf banks.

The report also praised Dr Soliman
AbdelMeguid who heads the Legal Affairs Group
at NBK, and described him as having “a rich aca-
demic legal background, having achieved a

Ph.D. in Law and produced a number of publica-
tions on legal matters.” At a time when the inter-
national economic crisis has adversely affected
the credit rating of various banks in the Middle
East, NBK has managed to escape the trend by
receiving an affirmation of its A+ ranking from
Standard & Poor’s. The report attributed such

achievement to “the competency inherent in the
corporate team at NBK, with the legal team and
Dr AbdelMeguid a prime example of this.”

Commenting on this news, Dr Soliman
AbdelMeguid, Head of the Legal Affairs Group,
said that NBK’s ranking on “Legal 500” list
reflects the recognition of the efforts of the
Legal Affairs Group and its achievements in
major legal issues. Dr AbdelMeguid expressed
his happiness in identifying NBK on such a
prominent list. He added that NBK’s Board of
Directors and Executive Management are keen
that all NBK transactions are conducted within a
framework consistent with law provisions and
regulatory regulations as well as in line with
advanced banking industries. Accordingly, the
Legal Affairs Group has had a prominent role in
providing ideas and solutions that meet the
business needs and works at mitigating risks as
well as keeping pace with the requirements of
progress.

Furthermore, it is worth noting that the Legal
Affairs Group at NBK, which comprises of high
legal expertise, drafts NBK’s contracts and pur-
sues its legal cases before the courts. In addition,
the Group has shown remarkable activity in the
provision of training programs within NBK and
at the Institute of Banking Studies, and dominat-
ed the first place for several years in the training
of fresh Kuwaiti law-school graduates referred
by the Public Institution for Social Security. 

NEW YORK: With President-elect
Donald Trump promising to spend
as much as half a trillion dollars on
infrastructure and slash taxes - ini-
tiatives that could add dramatically
to the US debt and balloon the
budget deficit - Wall Street is far
more focused on who will next
head the US Treasury than it was in
the previous selection process
under President Barack Obama.

Unlike current Secretary Jacob
Lew, who assumed the role in early
2013 with little fanfare and has
operated largely in the background,
the next Treasury chief is expected
to be a featured player in articulat-
ing and executing the Trump
administration’s economic policies
and initiatives.

“You need somebody who has
the experience and the knowledge
and understands the gravity of the
position,” said Richard Bernstein,
chief executive of Richard Bernstein
Advisors LLC, an asset management
firm. “It’s a huge position. It has

implications not only for the US
economy but also the global econo-
my.” Among a handful of possible
contenders, former Goldman Sachs
banker and Hollywood movie finan-
cier Steven Mnuchin, who served as
Trump’s campaign finance chair-
man, is seen as front runner.

“He knows financial markets very
well,” said Joachim Fels, a managing
director and global economic advi-
sor at Pimco. “I think it’s interesting
that he also has experience outside
of financial institutions, the movie
industry.” Others in the mix, accord-
ing to published reports, include JP
Morgan Chase & Co. Chief Executive
Jamie Dimon and US Rep Jeb
Hensarling of Texas.

Both Mnuchin and, in particular,
Dimon, who heads the largest US
bank and the biggest bond dealer,
are seen well equipped to manage
the relationship between
Washington and the banks that
facilitate the trillions of dollars of
borrowing required of the next

administration. Under Obama, the
US debt has nearly doubled to $19.6
trillion from about $10.7 trillion.
Under Trump’s stimulus proposals,
that could grow quickly, as would
the federal budget deficit, which has
actually shrunk by about two thirds
during Obama’s tenure. “It’s very
likely that we get rising fiscal
deficits, at least initially,” Pimco’s Fels
said. “I think this administration, like
all administrations, will need the
bond community.” Hensarling, who
was just elected to an eighth term in
his district east of Dallas, would not
have such deep Wall Street ties. A
noted deficit hawk and a critic of the
wave of financial regulation enacted
after the 2008 financial crisis, his pri-
vate-sector experience has not been
in finance. In fact, most of his interac-
tion with Wall Street has come
through his role as chairman of the
House Financial Services Committee.

CLEAR ON POLICY
The last Wall Street insider to

serve in the post was Henry
Paulson, a former head of Goldman
Sachs who was appointed by
George W. Bush in 2006 and whose
term was dominated by navigating
through the financial crisis. He was
succeeded in 2009 by Timothy
Geithner, who moved into the post
from running the Federal Reserve
Bank of New York and worked
extensively with Paulson during the
crisis. Wall Street is keen to avoid an
appointment that resembles either
of Paulson’s two immediate prede-
cessors, John Snow and Paul O’Neill.

The two Bush appointees ran
large industrial corporations before
taking over Treasury and lacked deep
experience in financial markets.
Snow was CEO of railroad CSX Inc.
and O’Neill ran aluminum producer
Alcoa Inc.. Both are viewed to have
struggled to enunciate the Bush
administration’s policy preferences
on issues key to investors, such as the
strength of the dollar, the world’s
main reserve currency. — Reuters

Sri Lanka stabilizing 
after bailout: IMF

MADRID: Leader of left-wing party Podemos, Pablo Iglesias, addresses journalists
during a demonstration in front of Union Fenosa energy company to protest against
the “energy poverty” and the death of an elderly Spanish woman in a fire caused by a
candle used for lighting. —AFP
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ANKARA: Economists are divided on
whether Turkey’s central bank will hike
its main interest rate for the first time in
almost three years next week, a Reuters
poll showed on Friday, after falls in the
lira currency to a series of record lows.
Sources in Prime Minister Binali Yildirim’s
office said the central bank had agreed it
would “take the necessary steps” to
ensure price stability at a meeting of top
economy officials on Friday, but were
otherwise tight-lipped on its policy
stance.

Six of 13 institutions in the poll
expect the bank to hike its main one-
week repo rate by 25 basis points to 7.75
percent next Thursday. That would be
the first hike since the end of January
2014, when the bank met in emergency
session and raised its main interest rate
to 10 percent to stem sharp lira falls. The
lira hit a new record low of 3.4 to the US
dollar earlier on Friday. Other emerging
market assets also suffered after Federal
Reserve chief Janet Yellen signalled a US
rate hike was on track.

The lira has been hit by global volatili-
ty in the wake of Donald Trump’s US
election victory, and by concerns about
domestic Turkish politics after July’s
failed coup. “Our people should remain
calm, the Turkish economy’s foundation

is strong,” Yildirim told reporters in the
capital Ankara, before the “economic
coordination committee” meeting. The
meeting attended by Yildirim, the cen-
tral bank governor and other senior
members of the cabinet including
Deputy Prime Minister Mehmet Simsek
and Finance Minister Naci Agbal, con-
cluded that recent market activity had
largely been driven by global develop-
ments, the sources said.

They said ministers agreed that gov-
ernment reforms to strengthen econom-
ic stability should be accelerated to limit
the impact on the local economy, and
that the central bank would continue to
monitor developments closely. “(The
bank) will take necessary measures in
line with the target of price stability,” one
of the sources in the prime minister’s
office said.

Oyak Securities chief economist
Mehmet Besimoglu said the probability
of the central bank taking a step on
interest rates next week appeared to
have increased after the meeting. All 13
economists in the Reuters poll expect
the bank to leave the upper and lower
end of its rate corridor unchanged, with
the overnight lending rate remaining at
8.25 percent and the overnight borrow-
ing rate at 7.25 percent. — Reuters

Economists divided on 

possible Turkish rate hike 

HONG KONG: Hong Kong and Chile have
signed a bilateral investment agreement on
the sidelines of an Asian-Pacific summit in
Peru. The Hong Kong government said yes-
terday that the deal provides for invest-
ment disputes to be settled under interna-
tionally recognized rules.

The deal also allows for compensation if
investments are expropriated, and gives
investors the right to freely transfer abroad
their investments and returns.

Hong Kong Commerce Secretary

Gregory So and Chilean Foreign Minister
Heraldo Munoz signed the deal at the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum on
Friday. 

It follows a free trade agreement that
the Chinese financial hub and Latin
American country signed in 2012.

More than 1,000 delegates from 21
countries, representing nearly two-fifths
percent of the world’s population, are in
Lima for the APEC forum aimed at easing
global commerce. — AP

KUWAIT:  Gulf Bank announced
yesterday that it has been awarded
the “Best Customer Loyalty
Program in Kuwait” for its Gulf
Rewards Program from Banker
Middle East, the leading regional
financial magazine. The Bank
received the award from Robin
Amlot , CEO of  CPI Financial and
Omer Hussain, Chief Commercial
Officer of CPI Financial,  at Gulf
Bank’s Head Office on Wednesday,
16 November 2016. 

Commenting on this occasion,
Laila Al-Qatami, Assistant General
M a n a g e r - C o r p o r a t e
Communications at Gulf Bank said:
“It is an honor to receive this recog-
nition for the Bank’s Gulf Rewards
credit card loyalty program. Our
Gulf Rewards credit card program
has been received very positively
by our customers and the industry,
and this award further reinforces
the exceptional nature of our prod-
uct. We will continue to develop
and provide products that fulfill our
customers’ needs that are innova-
tive and easy-to-use.”

Gulf Rewards, the fastest and
most rewarding program in Kuwait,
was designed to be unique and
offer superior, easy-to-use benefits.
Gulf Rewards includes Gulf Points,
which can be redeemed for free air-
line tickets and hotels stays, and
the Gulf Bank ‘Entertainer’ mobile
app which gives our customers
exclusive offers in Kuwait, UAE, and
the United Kingdom. 

The customer experience is sim-

ple, existing customers use their
Gulf Bank online banking account
to view and redeem their Gulf
Points for travel and accommoda-
tions, online or through their
mobile phones.  Customers earn
Gulf Points for each transaction
made with a Gulf Bank credit card;
the more a customer spends on
their credit card, the more points
they will earn.  All existing Gulf
Bank credit card holders are auto-
matically enrolled in Gulf Rewards
and the program is free for the first
year and a nominal fee charged
thereafter. Gulf Points can be used
at any time on any airline and also
at 300,000 hotels worldwide. 

The Gulf Bank ‘Entertainer’ app
includes a vast portfolio and wide
selection of quality merchant part-
ners offering buy one get one free
instant digital vouchers, and is
available for download from the
App Store for iOS/iPhone and the
Google Play Store for Android.
Customers are able to locate partic-
ipating merchants through the
geo-locator on their mobiles using
Google Maps.  Through the system
they will receive instant offers at
restaurants, entertainment venues,
spas, and kid’s activities.  Every time
a customer makes a payment trans-
action with a participating Gulf
Bank credit card through the
‘Entertainer’ app, they will also earn
Gulf Points. It is estimated that the
Gulf Bank ‘Entertainer’ app provides
our credit card holders with savings
of up to KD 10,000 yearly. 

The Banker Middle East Awards
are held each year to recognize
businesses in the region that have
excelled in providing exceptional
levels of customer service and
innovation across a range of sec-
tors, from basic banking products
to high-end investment services.
The awards were established to set
the highest benchmarks for the

industry. Every year, through a
combination of in-depth analysis of
financial statements and reader
votes winners in various categories
are selected. The nominees are
selected by a panel of leading
industry experts and eventual win-
ners are decided by the more than
50,000 registered users of CPI
Financial products and services. 

Gulf Bank, wins ‘Best Customer 

Loyalty Program in Kuwait’

Banker Middle East award for Gulf Rewards Program

LIMA: Global business leaders meeting in
Lima think proposals by US President-elect
Donald Trump to build a wall along the
Mexican border and hike tariffs on Chinese
imports are unlikely to happen, said the
head of China’s state-run Sinochem on
Friday.

“We worried a bit on the incoming US
President Donald Trump, and his policies,
but I think we basically agree we don’t
think he will really build a wall between
Mexico and the US, and we don’t think he
will  really increase import duties on
Chinese products,” Ning Gaoning told jour-
nalists on the sidelines of a conference of
Pacific rim economies.

“We believe countries are rational, and
we doubt Mexico will pay for that wall...I
don’t think our world will go that crazy.”
Trump, a Republican, pulled off a surprise
victory in the US presidential election after
appealing to voters in states that had long
supported Democrats, promising to curb
immigration and bring back jobs by rene-
gotiating international trade deals.

His victory vote has exacerbated wor-
ries that about the future of free trade and
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade
pact, which Trump has criticized. Those are
the key themes under discussion in this
week’s Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) summit in Peru. But Ning said he
remained optimistic that there would not
be a “major retreat” on free trade and sug-
gested Trump’s words were little more than
rhetoric.

“Due to lack of knowledge and under-
standing, some people fall for the theories
of protectionism,” he said. “Trump said in
Michigan that he would create automobile
factories and bring the industries back. I
don’t think what he said can be delivered.”

Sinochem Group was a monopoly oil
and chemicals trader until the early 1990s
and has since expanded into oil and gas
production, refining, agriculture and real
estate. 

Media criticism
Chinese state media warned US

President-elect Donald Trump on Saturday
against flip-flopping on trade deals in Asia,

as Asia-Pacific leaders gathered for a sum-
mit amid fears that growing protectionism
will stunt global economic growth. During
the raucous election campaign, Trump
fuelled concerns among many of the
United States’ trading partners by pledging
to renegotiate trade accords such as the
North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) and impose tariffs on imports from
countries such as China.

“Turning his trade-bashing campaign
talks into actual policies could bash any
hope that the Asia-Pacific will finally have
its much-wanted free trade deal,” said a
commentary in the official Xinhua news
agency yesterday.

“Worse, it could drag his country and
the wider world into deeper economic dis-
tress,” added the agency, which is a barom-
eter of government thinking. Xinhua also
said that the exclusion of China from the
proposed Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
free trade agreement was not about boost-
ing trade and instead was US President
Barack Obama’s strategy to make sure
Washington “rules supreme in the region.”
Obama, Chinese President Xi Jinping and
other Pacific Rim leaders are meeting at the
annual Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) forum in Peru this weekend.

Though Obama championed the TPP as
a way to counter China’s rise, his adminis-
tration has now stopped trying to win con-
gressional approval for the deal that was
signed by 12 economies in the Americas
and Asia-Pacific, but excluded China.
Without US approval the agreement as
currently negotiated cannot come to
fruition. China’s Xi is selling an alternate
vision for regional trade by promoting the
Beijing-backed Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP), which as it
stands excludes the Americas. Chinese
state media has warned Trump against iso-
lationism and interventionism, calling
instead for the United States to actively
work with China to maintain the interna-
tional status quo. “The billionaire-turned-
politician needs to prove that derailing the
global economy has not been one of the
reasons why he ran for US president,”
Xinhua said. — Reuters

Laila Al-Qatami and Ahmed Al-Fassam receiving the award on behalf
of Gulf Bank.

WASHINGTON: With mortgage rates surging
following the election win of Donald Trump,
homebuyers may feel compelled to snap up
loans before rates rocket even higher. But hous-
ing experts say consumers shouldn’t get carried
away by the post-election wave.

The advance of the past week or so, stoked by
a surprise victory that turned economic expecta-
tions on their head, could soon settle.
“Consumers considering buying or refinancing
now should stay patient, as we’ll likely see rates
stabilize once markets find a new equilibrium,”
says Erin Lantz, vice president of mortgages at
Zillow.

In the week ended Thursday, the average rate
on the 30-year fixed-rate loan jumped to 3.94
percent from 3.57 percent the previous week,
mortgage company Freddie Mac reported. That
put the benchmark rate close to its year-ago lev-
el of 3.97 percent.

The average for a 15-year mortgage, a popu-
lar choice for people who are refinancing,
climbed to 3.14 percent from 2.88 percent. The
rate rise was powered by a sustained decline in
US government bond prices in the days after
Trump’s victory became known early last
Wednesday. Bond investors looked toward tax
cuts and beefed-up spending to upgrade roads,
bridges and airports under a Trump administra-
tion, which could fuel inflation. That would
depress prices of long-term Treasury bonds
because inflation would erode their value over
time. The selling wave dubbed the “Trump
Dump” lifted bond yields, which move opposite
to prices and influence long-term mortgage
rates. The yield on the 10-year Treasury bond
zoomed to 2.06 percent last Wednesday from
1.87 percent on Election Day Tuesday. By this
Thursday morning, it was at 2.25 percent
Thursday.

Adding to the expectations of higher interest
rates, Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen
sketched a picture Thursday of an improving US
economy and said the case for an increase in
rates has strengthened. The Fed is widely
expected to raise rates when it meets in mid-
December. Spilling over into the mortgage mar-
ket, prospective buyers have appeared to be

streaming in. “We are seeing borrower demand
up,” said Sam Mischner, senior vice president of
sales at LendingTree.

Still, mortgage rates remain near historically
low levels. The all-time low for the 30-year rate
was 3.31 percent in November 2012.

Global insight
“Rates are so low,” said Patrick Newport, US

economist at HIS Global Insight. If the new
expectations for the economy and interest rates
“make a dent in the housing market, it shouldn’t
be much.” The low rates have helped boost
home sales and prices this year. But there are
economic unknowns as the new administration’s
economic policy starts to take shape. And con-
straints on home purchases like tight credit stan-
dards and affordability remain, bolstered by
market expectations of further rate increases.

Steadily rising rates would ultimately limit the

number of possible buyers and how much they
can afford to pay. And existing homeowners
who might otherwise be looking for an upgrade
could choose to stay put rather than face higher
interest costs.

The median sales price of existing homes has
climbed 5.6 percent from a year ago to $234,200,
according to the National Association of
Realtors. To calculate average mortgage rates,
Freddie Mac surveys lenders across the country
between Monday and Wednesday each week.

The average doesn’t include extra fees,
known as points, which most borrowers must
pay to get the lowest rates. One point equals 1
percent of the loan amount. The average fee for
a 30-year mortgage was unchanged from last
week at 0.5 point. The fee for a 15-year loan also
held steady at 0.5 point. Rates on adjustable
five-year mortgages averaged 3.07 percent, up
sharply from 2.88 percent. — AP

US homebuyers advised to be 

patient as mortgage rates surge 
Yield on 10-year treasury bond zooms

ANDOVER: A “Sold” sign is placed front of a house in Andover, Massachusetts. Freddie Mac
reported on the week’s mortgage rates. —AP

LIMA: Soldiers guard the military airport during the arrival of leaders that will partic-
ipate in the APEC summit in Lima, Peru on Friday. —AP 

Sinochem boss dismisses 

‘crazy’ polices of Trump

HK, Chile ink investment 

deal at APEC meeting 

LIMA: Australia’s Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull (right) speaks as he participates,
with Luis Alberto Moreno, president of the Inter-American Development Bank, in a
forum discussion at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, APEC, CEO Summit in
Lima on Friday. — AP

LIMA: US Trade Representative Michael Froman warned of
“serious” strategic and economic costs from scrapping a
major trans-Pacific trade deal Friday, as proponents lob-
bied hard to overcome president-elect Donald Trump’s
opposition. Acknowledging that the fate of the 12-nation
Trans-Pacific Partnership agreement, or TPP, is now largely
out of the Obama administration’s hands, Froman indicat-
ed he would continue to make the case that the deal is
good for America.

“We are obviously at a point in time where this is a leg-
islative process to get TPP through and it’s really up to the
Congressional leadership to determine if, when and how
it’s going to move forward,” he said. “It’s a political decision
for them to make.”

“Our argument is that inaction poses serious costs” he
added, citing a recent study suggesting failure would cost
the US economy around $94 billion in the first year alone.
Trade deals such as TPP and the 1993 North American Free
Trade Agreement featured heavily in the brutal US election
campaign and many see Trump’s victory as a repudiation of
ever-deeper commercial ties. Neither Trump nor his
Democratic rival Hillary Clinton supported TPP during the
campaign. Free-trade supporters say the deals were made a
scapegoat for the social and economic disruptions caused
by automation and other far more potent trends. — AFP

US trade tsar 

warns scrapping 

TPP carries 

‘serious costs’
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KUWAIT: Boursa Kuwait ended last week in the
green zone. The Price Index closed at 5,511.74
points, up by 0.57 percent from the week before
closing, the Weighted Index increased by 1.89 per-
cent after closing at 369.98 points, whereas the KSX-
15 Index closed at 871.57 points up by 1.96 percent.
Furthermore, the week’s average daily turnover
decreased by 19.74 percent, compared to the pre-
ceding week, reaching K.D 16.14 million, whereas
trading volume average was 143.79 million shares,
recording a decrease of 18.91 percent.

The three Boursa indices were able to realize
gains for the second consecutive week supported
by the active trading that included many listed
stocks and concentrated on the leading ones, in
addition to the speculative operations that concen-
trated on some small-cap stocks especially the ones
being traded under its book and par values.  The
Boursa witnessed such performance despite the
decrease in the trading levels compared to the week
earlier, as the total volume of the traded stocks dur-
ing the last week reached 718.9 million stock, while
the total value reached by the end of the week to
around KD 81.7 million.

As per the daily trading activity, the Boursa wit-
nessed a fluctuated performance all along the
beginning of week session, where it was able to
increase in the first session supported by the active
trading and the random purchasing operations exe-
cuted on the leading stocks, while the profit collec-
tion operations contributed to the decline in the
indices’ performance putting it in the red zone,
before it witnessed the last minutes of the session
some random purchasing operations that con-
tributed into adjusting the Boursa’s track and redi-
rect its indices to the green zone.  The Boursa wit-
nessed in the next couple of sessions a mixed clos-
ings for the three indices, where the Price Index
dropped affected by the profit collection operations
that included few small-cap stocks, especially the
ones that did not disclose its third quarter financial
results before the session, while the Weighted and
KSX-15 indices ended the session in the green zone,
supported by the continued purchasing operations
on the leading and heavy stocks.

The three Boursa indices returned in the mid-
week session to meet in the green closing area, sup-
ported by the active purchasing operations that
concentrated on the Banks sector, in addition to the
quick speculative operations executed on the small-
cap stocks amid a growing trading activity especial-
ly in the value which witnessed an increase on 72
percent by the end of the session.  The market
returned to fluctuate once again on Wednesday’s
session, where the Price Index was able to realize
gains in light of the quick speculative operations
and the random purchasing operations executed
on the small-cap stocks, especially on the ones that
disclosed positive third quarter results for the year
2016, while the profit collection operations that
included some leading stocks, pushed the Weighted

and KSX-15 indices to end the session in the red
zone. The last session of the last week ended with
mixed closings to the three indices, where the Price
and Weighted indices were able to realize limited
increase that enhanced its weekly gains, however
the KSX-15 Index continued recording losses for the
second consecutive session affected by the profit
collection operations executed on the heavy stocks,
which limited its weekly gains to a certain degree.

By the end of the week, the market capitalization
for the listed companies in the official market
reached KD 24.82 billion, up by 0.71 percent com-
pared to its level in the previous week, where it
reached then KD 24.64 billion.  On an annual level,
the decline in the market cap for the listed compa-
nies in the primary market contracted to reach 1.77
percent of its value at end of 2015, where it reached
then KD 25.27 billion.

As far as Boursa Kuwait annual performance, the
price index ended last week recording 1.84 percent
annual loss compared to its closing in 2015, while
the weighted index decreased by 3.07 percent, and
the KSX-15 recorded 3.21 percent loss.

Sectors’ Indices
Eight of KSE’s sectors ended last week in the

green zone, while the other four recorded declines.
Last week’s highest gainer was the Healthcare sec-
tor, achieving 4.87 percent growth rate as its index

closed at 1,167.52 points. Whereas, in the second
place, the Oil & Gas sector’s index closed at 780.75
points recording 4.21 percent increase. The
Telecommunications companies sector came in
third as its index achieved 3.06 percent growth, end-
ing the week at 617.10 points. The Consumer Goods
sector was the least growing as its index closed at
1,124.42 points with a 0.19 percent increase.

On the other hand, the Basic Materials sector
headed the losers list as its index declined by 1.15
percent to end the week’s activity at 918.93 points.
The Consumer Services sector was second on the
losers’ list, which index declined by 0.48 percent,
closing at 914.61 points, followed by the Technology
sector, as its index closed at 990.91 points at a week-
ly loss of 0.14 percent.

Sectors’ Activity
The Financial Services sector dominated a total

trade volume of around 250.31 million shares
changing hands during last week, representing
34.82 percent of the total market trading volume.
The Real Estate sector was second in terms of trad-
ing volume as the sector’s traded shares were 22.28
percent of last week’s total trading volume, with a
total of around 160.15 million shares. 

On the other hand, the Banks sector’s stocks
were the highest traded in terms of value; with a
turnover of around KD 32.99 million or 40.88 per-

cent of last week’s total market trading value. The
Financial Services sector took the second place as
the sector’s last week turnover was approx. KD 15.15

million representing 19.22 percent of the total mar-
ket trading value.—Prepared by the Studies &
Research Department Bayan Investment Co.

Boursa indices rise on fresh momentum

NEW YORK: Major US stock indexes slipped yes-
terday as drug companies dragged the market
lower. Small-company stocks bucked the down-
ward trend and continued to climb, and bond
yields rose to their highest level in a year.
Drugmakers like Merck and biotech company
Amgen took some of the biggest losses Friday.
Weak results from Gap and Abercrombie & Fitch
hurt retailers as investors kept a close eye on the
upcoming holiday season.

Small companies including regional banks
continued to make large gains. Those stocks have
risen sharply since the presidential election last
week and are now at record highs.

“Some of the proposals that (President-elect
Donald) Trump has promoted, specifically dereg-
ulation and also some of his trade proposals, are
better for small companies than potentially they
are for large ones,” said Katie Nixon, chief invest-
ment officer for Northern Trust.

The Dow Jones industrial average slid 35.89
points, or 0.2 percent, to 18,867.93. The Standard
& Poor’s 500 index lost 5.22 points, or 0.2 percent,
to 2,181.90. The Nasdaq composite touched a
record high early on, but turned lower and gave
up 12.46 points, or 0.2 percent, to 5,321.51.

That’s not a big loss, but the major indexes
hadn’t fallen that much since before the presiden-
tial election. Still, the S&P 500 and Nasdaq fin-
ished substantially higher this week after their big
gains the week before. But indexes of smaller
companies, like the Russell 2000 and the S&P 600,
did better. They are on 11-day winning streaks
and have hit all-time highs.

Among small-company stocks, mortgage
lending service company LendingTree added
$6.80, or 7.3 percent, to $100 and coal miner
Cloud Peak Energy rose 79 cents, or 15.8 percent,
to $5.79. Losses for drug companies weighed
down health care stocks. Botox maker Allergan
retreated $8.20, or 4.1 percent, to $191.78 and
biotech giant Amgen fell $2.13, or 1.4 percent, to
$145.23. Hepatitis C drugmaker Gilead Sciences
shed 96 cents, or 1.3 percent, to $74.62.

Drug company stocks are coming off their

biggest weekly gain in two years. The stocks had
been falling in the months leading up to the elec-
tion because investors worried that under a
Hillary Clinton presidency, the federal govern-
ment would take steps to rein in drug prices.
Those kinds of steps are less likely under a Trump
presidency and a Republican-controlled

Congress. The dollar continued to climb. It’s near
one-year highs against the euro and six-month
highs against the yen. The dollar rose to 110.63
yen from 109.89 yen. The euro fell to $1.0599 from
$1.0626.

The dollar hasn’t been this strong since early
2003. Nixon of Northern Trust said that’s affecting

big multinational companies because it can hurt
their sales outside the US, but it’s less of a prob-
lem for smaller, domestically-oriented companies.
Investors continued to sell US government bonds
at a rapid clip, and bond prices wobbled and
turned lower. The yield on the 10-year Treasury
note rose to 2.34 percent from 2.30 percent. Bond

prices have fallen hard since the election and
yields are now at their highest in a year. Teen
clothing company Abercrombie & Fitch plunged
$2.33, or 13.8 percent, to $14.60 after it reported
weak sales and a smaller profit than analysts had
expected. Gap’s said fewer people visited its
stores heading into the holiday season. Its stock
gave up $5.10, or 16.6 percent, to $25.61.
Sporting goods Hibbett Sports retailer cut its
annual forecasts after a weak third-quarter report.
It dropped $4.90, or 10.8 percent, to $40.40.

Shoppers are not buying as many clothes and
moving toward discount chains. That trend con-
tinued as discount retailer Ross Stores rose $2.47,
or 3.8 percent, to $68 after it posted a better-
than-expected profit and sales. Companies that
sell common household products are also mov-
ing lower. Procter & Gamble gave up $1.07, or 1.3
percent, to $82 and drugstore operator
Walgreens Boots Alliance slumped 72 cents to
$83.27. Those companies have fallen since the
election as investors buy companies that could
benefit more from faster economic growth.

Benchmark US crude rose 27 cents to close at
$45.69 a barrel in New York, while Brent crude,
which is used to price international oils, added 37
cents to $46.86 a barrel in London. Energy com-
panies traded higher. Chevron rose $1.08, or 1
percent, to $109.20 and ConocoPhillips jumped
$1.15, or 2.6 percent, to $44.76. Gold fell $8.20 to
$1,208.70 an ounce. Silver lost 15 cents to $16.62
an ounce. Copper dipped 2 cents to $2.47 a
pound.

In other energy trading, wholesale gasoline
stayed at $1.34 a gallon. Heating oil picked up 1
cent to $1.46 a gallon. Natural gas climbed 14
cents, or 5.2 percent, to $2.84 per 1,000 cubic feet.

France’s CAC 40 fell 0.5 percent and the
FTSE 100 in Britain dipped 0.3 percent. The
German DAX lost 0.2 percent. Japan’s bench-
mark Nikkei 225 index added 0.6 percent as
the yen hit a six-month low, helping shares of
the country’s big exporters. South Korea’s
Kospi shed 0.3 percent and Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng rose 0.4 percent. —AP

Drugmaker losses pull stocks lower; small-cap surge goes on

NEW YORK: A pedestrian walks past the New York Stock Exchange, in lower Manhattan. —AP
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BRUSSELS: Clues on future US policy
under Donald Trump rather than econom-
ic data will likely dominate minds and
markets in the week ahead given a US
interest rate hike in December is now a
near-certainty. Investors are making plans
with an implied market probability of a
December rate hike in the mid-90s per-
cent, but they are much less sure about
what a Trump presidency will mean in the
months and years after that.

James Bullard, a voting member of the
US central bank’s rate-setting committee,
said the Federal Reserve will raise US inter-
est rates in December barring a major
shock, such as global market volatility or
bad US jobs data.

The next monthly payrolls data, for
November, is due on Dec 2. Except for a
blip in May, US employers have been hir-
ing comfortably more than 100,000 work-

ers each month since the last rate increase
in Dec. 2015. Rob Carnell, chief interna-
tional economist at ING, said it would
need something catastrophic to prevent
such a rate rise, something like a sub-
100,000 payrolls figure.

“Then it’s all down to the politics, who’s
Trump going to pick for his cabinet,”
Carnell said. “We’ll to have to take a view
as to whether these people are pro free
trade or not as anti-free trade as Trump
sounded on the campaign trail and what
we’re likely to get in policies such as fiscal
expansion and the dollar.” Fed Chair Janet
Yellen said a rate increase was probably
warranted “relatively soon” but cautioned
there would only be gradual increases in
the rate over time.

Trump’s plan to spend on infrastructure
has raised inflation expectations and a
possible need for faster Fed action. The

prospect has already ended a 30-year bull
run in bonds.

However, while the main focus has
been on stimulus, economists say the
Trump administration’s plans for trade are
more crucial. “From a global perspective
that could be the most damaging part of
the Trump administration. If you start to
impose tariffs, of the magnitude the cam-
paign talked about, it’s hard to see it
would not lead to a trade war and then
lead to recessions,” said UniCredit chief US
economist Harm Bandholz, adding there
were signs that the tone had moderated. 

UK BUDGET, FRENCH PRIMARIES
Brit ish f inance minister Phil ip

Hammond will offer firm plans and an
outlook on the UK economy as it pre-
pares for Brexit talks with his Autumn
Statement to parliament on Wednesday.

No longer seeking a budgetary surplus
by 2019/20, the British government is
expected to announce raised spending
on roads and railways.

On continental Europe, German busi-
ness morale from the Ifo institute may
be the big number. It is seen broadly
unchanged from a two-and-a-half year
high set in October. Flash purchasing
manager indices are expected to show a
continuation of modest growth across
Europe after a post-Brexit vote wobble,
with greater buoyancy in services than
in manufacturing.  Most major
economies will wait until December for
their central banks’ rate-setting panels
to meet. Monetary policy committees
will sit in Hungary, South Africa and
Turkey next week, although none are
seen changing rates.

Japan’s core consumer prices are

seen fal l ing for  an eighth straight
month in data to be released on
Thursday, keeping pressure on the Bank
of Japan to maintain its aggressive stim-
ulus pack age when it  meets next
month.  Polit ics dominates again in
France which holds a first round of pri-
maries today for the centre-right, before
the second and final on Nov 27. The
winner is seen as the most likely next
French president. German Chancellor
Angela Merkel  is  also expected to
announce today she plans to run for a
fourth term. Italians vote on Dec. 4 in a
referendum on constitutional reform
being pushed by Prime Minister Matteo
Renzi, who has said he will resign if he
loses. Opinion polls already show a clear
lead for the campaign to reject the
changes, raising the prospect of politi-
cal paralysis. —Reuters

Politics set to trump data as Fed hike looks certain
GLOBAL ECONOMY WEEKAHEAD

LIMA, Peru: An expected US economic retreat
from Latin America under Donald Trump is caus-
ing the region’s leaders to look halfway around
the world, to China, for help weathering the pos-
sible financial headwinds.

They’ll have the perfect opportunity to make
their appeal this week when Chinese President
Xi Jinping attends a Pacific Rim summit as part
of a visit to Ecuador, Peru and Chile.

This is Xi’s third time in Latin America since
taking office in 2013, and when he wraps up the
tour he will have visited 10 countries in the
region - the same number as President Barack
Obama, who has been in office twice as long.
Trump on the campaign trail pledged to break
up trade deals such as the North American Free
Trade Agreement, deport illegal migrants and
build a wall to keep out millions from Mexico
and Latin America, sending shockwaves across a
region that for two centuries has looked north-
ward for policy guidance.

Over the past decade China has displaced the
US as the main trading partner in country after
country in Latin America as demand for the
region’s soybeans, oil and iron ore fueled the
fastest growth in decades. But more recently, as
China’s demand for raw materials has been slow-
ing, the region’s economies have taken a hit,
dampening the once-torrid love affair with the
world’s second-biggest economy.

Margaret Myers, a China expert at the
Washington-based Inter-American Dialogue,
said that most South American countries have
awoken to the pitfalls of dependence on com-
modity exports and would prefer closer ties to
the US, which buys the sort of manufacturing
goods that generate more jobs.

“But the question is whether the US will
reciprocate,” she says.  “Nobody in the region is
expecting much from Trump in terms of really
productive policy. That leaves room for China to
play a much more important role.” Some of
China’s priorities and growing prowess in the
region will be on display during Xi’s trip.

In Ecuador, a dollarized-economy that is bat-
tling a deep recession, Xi inaugurated on Friday
the country’s biggest hydroelectric dam, which
was built by a Chinese firm and paid for with
some of the nearly $8 billion lent to the country
since 2007. From there he heads to Peru, to
attend a summit of Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation group and a meeting with
President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, a former Wall
Street investor who nonetheless chose China for

his first foreign trip after taking office in July. The
weeklong tour wraps up in Chile, which recently
opened a branch of a state-run Chinese bank
that will be South America’s first clearinghouse
for transactions in the tightly-controlled yuan.

Elsewhere, in Venezuela, the head of state-
run China National Petroleum Corporation on
Thursday signed a $2.2 billion accord to jointly
boost oil production needed to lift the OPEC
nation out of a crisis marked by severe food
shortages and triple-digit inflation.

“All of our thanks for all of the support given
Venezuela in the difficult years, 2014, 2015 and
especially 2016,” a visibly pleased President
Nicolas Maduro said at the signing ceremony.
“Our older sister China has not left Venezuela
alone in these difficult times.”

While Trump’s victory has all but killed the 12-
nation Trans-Pacific Partnership, which would’ve
included Mexico, Peru and Chile, China contin-
ues to court the region with offers to strengthen
existing free trade agreements with Costa Rica,
Chile and Peru as well as negotiate new ones
with Uruguay and Colombia. In the past decade,
China’s two biggest development banks have

pumped in $125 billion to Latin America - more
than the Washington-based World Bank and
Inter-American Development Bank combined.
Xi, in a column for El Comercio newspaper,
referred to the emerging ties with Peru as a “win-
win” relationship encompassing areas as diverse
as investment in infrastructure and energy to the
shared heritage represented by the beloved “chi-
fa” cuisine created by Chinese immigrants a cen-
tury ago.

To be sure, a US-China trade war would have
ripple effects across Chinese industry that would
also depress demand for Latin America’s raw
materials. But for now Chinese businessmen
attending the APEC summit see nothing but
potential.

Tang Ning, founder and CEO of wealth man-
ager and micro-lender CreditEase, said Brazil and
other parts of Latin America are ripe for venture
capital in the same way China was 20 years ago.
Nonetheless, he cautions that Trump’s disruptive
election is not a driver of its interest in
Washington’s backyard. “We take a very long-
term view,” said Tang in an interview. Politics
“isn’t a major part of our conversation.” —AP

As Trump talks wall, China 
builds bridges to LatAM

Leaders seek ways to weather possible headwinds

LIMA: China’s President Xi Jinping speaks during a session of the APEC CEO
Summit, part of the broader Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in
Lima yesterday. —AFP

SANAA: A Yemeni customer buys sweets at a market yesterday in the capital
Sanaa as a 48-hour ceasefire, announced by a Saudi-led coalition fighting
Iran-backed rebels, began. —AFP

Marmore: GCC businesses 
use social media to achieve 
their marketing objectives

KUWAIT: Marmore MENA Intelligence, a sub-
sidiary of Kuwait Financial Centre “Markaz”,
recently released a report discussing the
usage of social media byGCC businesses.The
report pointed out that from 2000 to 2015
the internet penetration grew by CAGR of 27
percent in the MENA region, registering sec-
ond highest growth behind Africa. From 2010
to 2014 the internet penetration of the GCC
countries grew at a CAGR of more than 6 per-
cent with Oman being the highest at 18 per-
cent.

Marmore report stated that based on the
increasing internet penetration, growing
young population and mobile subscription
rate, it is evident that the number of social
media users in GCC will grow and hence it
could be expected that the activity of the
businesses on social media will also increase
and also take on new forms of interaction
with the consumers.

The report added that over the past
decade, social media has exhibited an expo-
nential penetration into the daily lives of indi-
viduals, the operations of businesses, and the
interaction between governments and their
respective people. The internet penetration in
GCC countries is on an increasing trend, and
is catching up with the developed countries.
This increasing internet penetration and
increasing presence of youth on social media
are opening up new avenues for companies
to market their products and services.

Like in the developed countries, the busi-
nesses in GCC are also becoming more aware
of social media marketing. The business in
GCC can leverage the social media for achiev-
ing objectives such as business growth, brand
enhancement and as a marketing tool. Retail,
telecom, e-commerce, electronics, airlines,
FMCG food, and retail food are some of the
industries that have engaged the most with
their customers using social media. In Saudi
Arabia, online entertainment has tasted suc-
cess, in the form of huge popularity of chan-
nels such as Sa7i and Eysh Elly on YouTube.
Retail industry is one of the top industries on
Facebook in almost all the GCC countries.

As an increasing number of internet users
utilize social media to interact with and reach

out to brands, the businesses in GCC are also
increasing their presence and are being very
active on social media. The most used social
media channels for businesses in the region
are Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. However,
Facebook is the most preferred medium in
the GCC region. In GCC countries, the twitter
usage is relatively high compared to coun-
tries like Germany, India and USA. The aver-
age number of followersfor top 20 brands in
twitter in Saudi Arabia is much more than
that of UK, Germany and India. Also the social
media presence of Gulf SMEs is on the rise in
the region. LinkedIn conducted a study in
2015 on 260 SMEs, to know their presence on
social media. According to it, 92 percent of
the respondents are already on social media
platforms, with a further five percent prepar-
ing to establish a presence.

Moving away from traditional media, digi-
tal media has been increasing and has
become the preferred medium for marketing
of the products and services. According to
the estimates by McKinsey, by 2019, the digi-
tal spending will account for more than 50
percent of overall media spend. By 2017, digi-
tal marketing consisting of internet and
mobile advertising will surpass the TV and
will become the largest advertising category.
Among all the regions North America spends
the highest amount on digital ad spending
followed by Asia-Pacific. The digital ad spend-
ing in Middle East & Africa is lowest among all
the regions. Even in terms of digital ad spend-
ing per network user, North America leads
with $197 per internet user in 2015 followed
by Western Europe. The digital ad spending
per network user in the Middle East & Africa is
lowest among all the regions. However, the
encouraging factor is the growth in ad spend-
ing on social media is highest among the
MENA countries.  Note: Established in 2010,
Marmore is a research subsidiary of Markaz,
an investment bank and asset management
firm that celebrated 40 years of business in
2014. Marmore caters to the growing
research and information needs of organiza-
tions in the MENA region. The company pub-
lishes reports and conducts research on
demand. 

BERLIN: Slowly but surely, the eco-
nomic policy tide in Europe is turning,
and it may only be a matter of time
before Germany is swept up. By
adding its voice this week to the long
list of institutions pressing Germany
to spend more, the European
Commission left Berlin looking more
isolated and out-of-step than at any
time since the outbreak of the global
financial crisis nearly a decade ago.

Predictably, the Commission’s call
for a “significantly more positive fiscal
stance” in the euro area was shot
down by Finance Minister Wolfgang
Schaeuble and the conservative
media establishment in Germany. On
Friday, Schaeuble accused the
Commission of overstepping its man-
date and urged it to focus its energies
on enforcing the EU’s fiscal rules.

But by this time next year, the
episode may be looked back upon as
the first step towards a broader
change in Europe’s economic
approach, away from the austerity-
first stance pushed successfully by
Berlin for many years.

This could be fuelled by a range of
factors: the pressures arising from
Donald Trump’s victory in the US elec-
tion and the arrival of new govern-
ments in France and Germany in
2017. “We expect that the German
position will gradually lose influence,”
Marco Protopapa of JPMorgan said
this week.

Trump’s win is especially signifi-
cant. On the one hand, it is likely to
increase pressure on Germany to
spend more public money on

defence and security. On the other, it
sends a powerful signal to the
German political establishment about
the dangers of ignoring an increas-
ingly frustrated underclass, buffeted
by the forces of globalisation, that has
shown a readiness to vent its anger at
the ballot box.

GRAND BARGAIN
The looming French election will

be crucial. Centre-right frontrunner
Alain Juppe, and his top conservative
rivals Francois Fillon and Nicolas
Sarkozy, are all promising radical eco-
nomic reform if they are elected in
May of next year. That could open the
door to the sort of “grand bargain”, or
reforms-for-stimulus compromise
between France and Germany, that
has been talked about for years but
was impossible with a weak, unpopu-
lar Francois Hollande in the Elysee
and the French economy languishing.

“We are very much in the grand
bargain game,” an adviser to Juppe
told Reuters.

The real game changer could be
the German election in the autumn of
next year and the fate of Schaeuble,
the personification of Germany’s rule-
based restrictive approach to fiscal
policy.

The most likely outcome of that
vote looks like another “grand coali-
tion” between Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s conservatives and the cen-
tre-left Social Democrats (SPD).

Schaeuble, 74, has already said
that he plans to run for a seat in the
Bundestag again, a signal to many

that he would like to continue to
play an important role in the next
cabinet. But the SPD, which would
probably have first choice of min-
istries in such a constellation, could
claim the finance ministry this time
around, as they did in 2005 in
Merkel’s first term. That would push
Schaeuble into another ministry,
blunting his role as a guardian of fis-
cal rectitude.

One senior official who served in
both grand coalitions said the les-
sons of the past years would push
Merkel’s next coalition partner to
take the finance ministry instead of
the foreign ministry, the traditional
first choice. “Regardless of who that
partner is, everyone has understood
that the finance ministry has a great
deal more value than the foreign
ministry,” the official said.

FROM WITHIN
Christian Odendahl, chief econo-

mist at the Centre for European
Reform, said the European
Commission’s call for more spending
was unlikely to sway Germany. “The
change needs to come from within,”
he said. But Odendahl does believe
that a more vigorous debate is
developing within Germany over the
wisdom of Schaeuble’s “Schwarze
Null”, or balanced budget, policies.

A poll for public broadcaster ARD
in September showed that 58 per-
cent of Germans favoured spending
additional tax revenues on infra-
structure investments, compared
with 22 percent who prefer debt

reduction and 16 percent who want
tax cuts. “If you had a different
finance minister or if the political
case for a topic-based fiscal expan-
sion grew, then you could see a shift,”
he said, citing the messages from
Trump’s election.  “Merkel is far too
pragmatic and political to make the
Schwarze Null a priority when there
are other problems to address.”

A more expansive German fiscal
policy after the election may help
pave the way for a tightening of
monetary policy, a step Schaeuble
himself has called for. The European
Central Bank (ECB), which meets
next month to decide on whether to
extend its quantitative easing (QE),
or bond-buying program, has been
looking for ways out of its ultra-
loose stance. It too has called on
Germany to grab the stimulus
baton.

Marcel Fratzscher, who runs the
Berlin-based DIW economic institute
and is a former senior official at the
ECB, says the pressure is building on
Berlin to shift its stance. His worry is
that the ruling parties may end up
wasting the fiscal wiggle room they
have by making lavish promises to
pensioners in the coming election
campaign. “I think there will be a fur-
ther shift, even if Schaeuble stays. If
the United States ratchets up spend-
ing and this is successful then it
would be a signal,” he said. “My wor-
ry is that it could come too late, that
the government will have used its
fiscal space for pension increases
and tax reductions.”  —Reuters

Politics may trigger shift in 
European economic policy

MOSCOW: Russia’s parliament on Friday
approved a first reading of a budget that
would cut spending in key sectors, a
move that has sparked fears it could crip-
ple the nascent recovery.

The 2017-2019 budget was approved
by a 334-to-100 vote in the State Duma.
It must pass two more readings before it
can be approved by the senate and
President Vladimir Putin. 

Putin-who became president less than
two years after the country defaulted on
its foreign debt in 1998 —  has pledged
to keep the country’s finances under con-
trol despite a sharp drop in energy prices.
The draft budget aims to reduce the
deficit to 3.2 percent of the GDP next
year, before reducing it to 2.2 percent in
2018 and 1.2 percent in 2019. 

But reducing the deficit comes at a
high price that includes significant cuts
in a wide array of sectors ranging from

education to military spending.
Economists now fear that spending cuts
could hinder Russia’s efforts to pull itself
out of a two-year recession caused by
Western sanctions and depressed energy
prices. Russia’s Chamber of Commerce
and Industry said that the draft budget
represents a “risk for growth prospects”,
while the Union of Industrialists and
Entrepreneurs said it was a “stabilisation
and stagnation” budget rather than one
focussed on growth. 

The Duma’s Communist and national-
ist factions also slammed the draft budg-
et, with long-time Communist party
leader Gennady Zyuganov telling Russian
media that it was “anti-social” and would
“inevitably lead to a political crisis”.
Finance Minister Anton Siluanov mean-
while defended the budget’s austerity,
saying it was a “condition to guarantee
solid growth.” —AFP

Russian parliament okays
draft austerity budget
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DUBAI: Standing by its commitment to environmental
sustainability, Toyota Motor Corporation has highlighted
the UAE’s potential to become the capital of the clean
energy world by producing and utilizing hydrogen as a
promising energy source that powers the most eco-
friendly vehicles, namely Fuel Cell Vehicles (FCVs). 

At the 2nd International  Conference on Future
Mobility, Toyota has proposed that the possibility of
setting up a hydrogen-based society is studied and
evaluated to understand the role it can play in con-
tributing to the UAE Vision 2021’s sustainability goals
and help mitigate the environmental impact of fossil
fuel consumption. 

Toyota introduced Prius as the world’s first mass-pro-
duction hybrid vehicle in 1997. To date, the company
has sold around 9 million hybrids that have already con-
tributed to a CO2 reduction of 67 million tons and this
number is increasing further. 

“We believe that hybrids with their eco-friendly tech-
nology offer a great way to reduce fossil fuel consump-
tion and thereby decreased CO2 emissions. However, to
boost this even further, technologies such as those that
power FCVs are crucial ,” said K iyotak a Ise,  Senior
Managing Officer of Toyota Motor Corporation. 

“Having identified hydrogen as a promising energy
source for the future, we are committed to developing

FCV as the ultimate environmentally friendly vehicle,” he
added. Highlighting some of the numerous advantages
of FCVs, Ise noted that hydrogen as a fuel source for
FCVs can be produced using a wide variety of primary
energy sources. In addition, FCVs emit only water when
driven, thereby producing zero CO2 emissions, with the
powertrain offering smooth, quiet driving and excellent
acceleration at low-to-mid range speeds. FCVs can also
be used as a power supply, which can prove to be
extremely useful in case of natural disasters. Further,
they also offer an excellent range, and refueling them
only takes three minutes - giving owners a considerable
freedom of use. 

“If hydrogen usage is extended beyond vehicles
towards an establishment of hydrogen-based society,
naturally, the benefits of CO2 reduction would be much
greater,” Ise added. 

The UAE already has an abundant supply of hydrogen
being generated from using excess capacity at oil
refineries and ammonia plants, as well as a byproduct at
its existing caustic soda and ethylene plants. 

“A careful assessment of hydrogen’s potential as the
fuel source of the future can help the UAE become the
capital of clean energy world,” Ise concluded.  The 2nd
International Conference on Future Mobility is taking
place until 15 November, 2016 at Grand Hyatt, Dubai. 

Toyota: UAE  can become capital of clean energy world

2nd International Conference on Future Mobility

KUWAIT: ASAR - Al-Ruwayeh & Partners (ASAR),
Kuwait’s leading and most prominent corporate
law firm, and one of the region’s top tier law
firms, is pleased to have acted as Kuwait law
counsel to Citigroup Global Markets Limited,
CrÈdit Agricole Corporate and Investment Bank,
and Credit Suisse Securities (Europe) Limited
(collectively, the Joint Lead Managers) in relation
to the $200 million issuance of Tier 1 Sukuk by

Ahli United Bank. ASAR advised the Joint Lead
Managers on structuring considerations and on
the transaction documentation relevant to the
issuance. This issuance was Ahli United Bank’s
maiden Basel III compliant Sukuk issuance. The
issuance, which was more than three times over-
subscribed, will contribute to elevating Ahli
United Bank’s capital base.  

Rob Little - Counsel at ASAR noted that: “We
are delighted to have been involved with in
Ahli United Bank’s successful Tier 1 Sukuk
issuance. ASAR has a long and established his-

tory of acting as Kuwait law counsel in high
quality debt capital market transactions, and
this issuance of Ahli United Bank is no excep-
tion. While global and GCC markets remain
under pressure, we believe that similar transac-
tions are key to the overall stability of steady
economic growth. We acknowledge the chal-
lenging environment under which banks in
general are operating, and thus we are proud

to have successfully represented the Joint Lead
Managers in this transaction.” 

John Cunha - Partner at ASAR noted that: “We
are delighted to have acted on behalf of the
Joint Lead Managers on Ahli United Bank’s maid-
en Basel III compliant Sukuk issuance. Following
our recent involvement in other similar transac-
tions, this transaction is a testament to the
strength and depth of local and regional finan-
cial capital markets in a challenging environ-
ment. The successful conclusion of this transac-
tion is the result of the hard work of the Ahli

United Bank, the relevant regulators in Kuwait
including the CBK and the CMA, and the Joint
Lead Managers.”

With dedicated offices in Kuwait and Bahrain
coupled with its associated offices and relation-
ships, ASAR provides clients across an extensive
range of industry sectors with comprehensive
legal advice and support for their business activ-
ities in Kuwait, Bahrain, across the GCC and
beyond. 

The firm has been consistently rated as the
leading corporate and commercial law firm in
Kuwait by reputable legal guides such as the
International Financial Law Review (IFLR),
Chambers Global Guide, and the Legal 500. In
2016, ASAR was awarded with the IFLR National
Law Firm of the Year Award; an award which
ASAR has been delighted to receive for the 8th
consecutive year. 

ASAR lawyers have also received multiple
awards under different categories in the Fourth
Edition of ‘Best Lawyers’ in Kuwait. 

ASAR - Al Ruwayeh & Partners (“ASAR”) is
Kuwait’s leading tier one corporate law firm
and one of the most prominent firms operating
across the GCC. ASAR provides clients with
comprehensive legal support for their business
activities. Together with its office in Bahrain, the
firm advises a broad array of local and interna-
tional businesses in both the public and private
sectors.

ASAR operates across an extensive list of
practices that include banking and finance, capi-
tal markets, mergers and acquisitions, privatiza-
tions, corporate and commercial transactions,
energy, real estate, restructuring, private equity,
shipping, employment, environment, franchis-
ing, insurance, agencies and distributorships,
construction, government projects, intellectual
property, securities, taxation, commercial litiga-
tion and arbitration.

The firm has been consistently rated as the
leading corporate and commercial law firm in
Kuwait by legal guides such as the Chambers
Global Guide, International Financial Law Review
and the Legal 500.

ASAR,  Kuwait legal counsel to Joint Lead 

managers of AUB’s $200m sukuk issuance

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced yester-
day Mohammad Eid Adnan Ali  as the first
lucky winner of the newly re-launched Al-
Thuraya Salary Account monthly draw. The
winner expressed his excitement for being
presented with a Nissan Patrol SUV. 

The new draw rewards new and exist-
ing customers who transfer their salary to
Burgan Bank a chance to win a Nissan
Patrol SUV every month and with every KD
10 available in the account, the customer
receives one chance to enter the draw.

The introduction of this new draw is
part of Burgan Bank’s approach of reward-
ing loyal customers with higher chances of
winning while encouraging new cus-
tomers to benefit from the bank’s unique
offerings.

The Al-Thuraya Account’s features range
from the option to hold money in Kuwaiti
dinar and any other major currencies,
access to account-related services such as
standing orders, loans and credit cards and
much more. 

Customers wishing to open an Al
Thuraya account can do so by simply visit-
ing the nearest Burgan Bank branch and
obtain all the necessary details, or simply
call the bank’s call center on 1804080. 

Established in 1977, Burgan Bank is the
youngest commercial Bank and second

largest by assets in Kuwait, with a signifi-
cant focus on the corporate and financial
institutions sectors, as well as having a
growing retail, and private bank customer
base. Burgan Bank has majority owned
subsidiaries in the MENAT region support-
ed by one of the largest regional branch
networks.

The Bank has continuously improved its
performance over the years through an
expanded revenue structure, diversified
funding sources, and a strong capital base.
The adoption of state-of-the-art services
and technology has positioned it as a
trendsetter in the domestic market and
within the MENA region. Burgan Bank’s
brand has been created on a foundation of
real values - of trust, commitment, excel-
lence and progression, to remind us of the
high standards to which we aspire. ‘People
come first’ is the foundation on which its
products and services are developed.

The bank was re-certified with the pres-
tigious ISO 9001:2008, making it the first
bank in the GCC, and the only bank in
Kuwait to receive such accreditation for
the third consecutive year. The Bank also
has to its credit the distinction of being the
only Bank in Kuwait to have won the JP
Morgan Chase Quality Recognition Award
for twelve consecutive years. 

Burgan Bank announces 

first winner of Al-Thuraya

Salary account draw

ABU DHABI: Etihad Airways, the
national airline of the United Arab
Emirates, has announced an expanded
codeshare agreement with Hong Kong
Airlines, an internationally-acclaimed
Skytrax 4-star airline, to give air trav-
ellers enhanced connections between
Australasia, Asia, the Middle East,
Europe and North America. 

The two airlines have obtained reg-
ulatory approval to codeshare on nine
additional routes, bringing the total
number of services in their codeshare
agreement to 14.

Under the expanded codeshare
agreement, Hong Kong Airlines has
placed its ‘HX’ code on Etihad Airways’
flights between Abu Dhabi, the capital
city of the UAE, and a number of the
most-visited cities in Europe and North
America, including Paris, Dusseldorf,
Frankfurt, Manchester, Milan, Munich,
New York and Zurich.

Etihad Airways has placed its ‘EY’
code on Hong Kong Airlines’ scheduled
flights between Hong Kong and
Auckland, the thriving multi-cultural
tourism hub of New Zealand. 

Kevin Knight, Chief Strategy and
Planning Officer at Etihad Aviation
Group, said: “Our codeshare agreement
with Hong Kong Airlines was initiated
in 2014 with a primary focus on
enhanced connectivity between Asia
and the Middle East. Ever since then,
we have continuously reviewed oppor-
tunities to provide improved offerings
and greater access to our customers in

Hong Kong, Abu Dhabi and beyond.
The expanded codeshare will drive
commercial opportunities for both air-
lines, and more importantly unleash
the true benefits of the partnership by
offering business and leisure travellers
enhanced connections and a more fre-
quent service between Australasia,
Asia, the Middle East, Europe and
North America.”

Li Dianchun, Chief Commercial

Officer of Hong Kong Airlines, said: “We
are glad to strengthen the partnership
with Etihad Airways through a code-
share expansion. There is an increasing-
ly strong demand in Asia for travel to
the GCC region, Europe and the
Americas. On the other hand, the visi-
tors from the GCC region and even
Europe will also enjoy convenient con-
nections via Hong Kong to Auckland,
one of the most popular destinations in
the southern hemisphere. We have no
doubt the enhanced connectivity will
provide a wider range of choices while
experiencing the world-class services
and products offered by both airlines.” 

Etihad Airways and Hong Kong
Airlines initiated their codeshare agree-
ment in December 2014, allowing
Etihad Airways to place its ‘EY’ code on
Hong Kong Airlines’ flights between
Hong Kong and Bangkok, and on
flights between Hong Kong and
Okinawa, while Hong Kong Airlines
placed its ‘HX’ code on Etihad Airways’
service between Abu Dhabi and
Bangkok. The codeshare partnership

was expanded in June 2015 with ‘HX’
code on Etihad Airways’ Madrid and
Hong Kong services. 

Etihad Airways will increase the fre-
quency of its Madrid service from four
flights a week to daily from 1 June
2017, with Hong Kong Airlines also
codesharing on the additional flight.

Etihad Aviation Group (EAG) is a
diversified global aviation and travel
group comprising four business divi-
sions - Etihad Airways, the national air-
line of the United Arab Emirates,
Etihad Airways Engineering, Hala
Group and Airline Equity Partners. The
group has minority investments in sev-

en airlines: airberlin, Air Serbia, Air
Seychelles, Alitalia, Jet Airways, Virgin
Australia, and Swiss-based Darwin
Airline, trading as Etihad Regional. 

From its Abu Dhabi base, Etihad
Airways flies to, or has announced
plans to serve, 117 passenger and car-
go destinations in the Middle East,
Africa, Europe, Asia, Australia and the
Americas. The airline has a fleet of 123
Airbus and Boeing aircraft, with 204
aircraft on firm order, including 71
Boeing 787s, 25 Boeing 777Xs, 62
Airbus A350s and 10 Airbus A380s. For
more information, please visit:
etihad.com 

Established in 2006, Hong Kong
Airlines is a full-service airline firmly
rooted in Hong Kong with a wide des-
tination network covering over 30
major cities across the Asia Pacific
region, including Gold Coast, Beijing,
Shanghai, Taipei, Tokyo, Sapporo,
Bangkok, Bali and Okinawa. The cur-
rent operating fleet is made up of 34
Airbus aircraft with an average age of
around 4.1 years, consisting of 29 pas-
senger aircraft and five freighters,
being one of the youngest fleet in the
world. Hong Kong Airlines has been
awarded the internationally acclaimed
4-star rating from Skytrax since 2011.
Adhering to the concept of “Fresh and
Very Hong Kong”, Hong Kong Airlines
is committed to “Bringing Greater
Journeys Sky High”, and is dedicated to
providing a pleasant and enjoyable
journey to all passengers. 

Etihad Airways, Hong Kong 

Airlines expand codeshare

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) held
its 29th ‘Double Your Salary’ weekly draw
on 14th November, 2016 at the Bank’s Head
Office in the presence of a representative
from the Ministry of Commerce, announc-
ing the names of the winners for this week.
The promotion includes weekly draws, with
two winners per draw. The campaign will
run until 27th June, 2017.

The winners this week were:
1) Ibrahim Naser Ibrahim Alammar, Al-

Zahraa Branch
2) Tintu Mary Alex, Andalus Branch
New customers who transfer their salary

to ABK receive KD 100 and will automatical-
ly be entered into the weekly draws to dou-
ble their salaries. Existing customers who
are already transferring their salary to ABK
are entered into a separate draw. 

The next ‘Double Your Salary’ draw will
be held on 21st November, 2016 where two
new lucky winners will be announced.  All
winners will be contacted personally and a
weekly announcement will  be made
through the media with the winners’
names.  

For more information about ABK please
visit eahli.com or contact an ABK customer
service agent via ‘Ahlan Ahli’ at 1899899. 

ABK announces winners of 29th 

‘Double Your Salary’ Draws
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NEW YORK: When it comes to the design of homes and
interiors, ideas can have surprising origins. The origins of
Modernism’s spare functionalism can be traced to housing
solutions created to solve Europe’s severe housing crisis in
the aftermath of World War I. And once-radical concepts
like open flow plans, Pyrex glassware and linoleum flooring
were initially designed for corporate or industrial settings.

A contemporary example of that flow of ideas from cri-
sis to general use is Pritzker Architecture Prize recipient
Shigeru Ban’s use of thick paper tubes in the quick and
efficient construction of temporary housing for disaster
victims. The tubes have also been employed by Ban to
build innovative museums, churches and other structures
around the world.

In the other direction, IKEA’s expertise in inexpensive
flat-packed furniture has been applied to shelters, which
can be rapidly and cheaply transported around the world
and assembled - and disassembled - within a matter of
hours. A new exhibit at the Museum of Modern Art invites
visitors to take an entirely new look at the concept of
home and design, this time through the lens of migration
and global refugee emergencies, in which temporary
shelters, organizers say, are being deployed on a scale
akin to that after World War I.

The exhibit “Insecurities: Tracing Displacement and
Shelter,” on view through Jan 22, brings together both
artists’ ideas of home and what it represents and also a
range of designs of shelters and refugee settlements.
“These shelters and camps are, in reality quasi-perma-
nent,” said Sean Anderson, associate curator in MoMA’s
Department of Architecture and Design, who organized
the show with Ariele Dionne-Krosnick. Shelters are de fac-

to homes to hundreds of thousands of people through-
out the world, Anderson points out, and the average time
a displaced person remains in such a situation is over 20
years - longer than many people remain in one home.

The exhibit is divided into sections on borders, shelters
as a conceptual as well as built phenomena, and settle-
ments, and features a Better Shelter structure, designed
by the UN refugee agency UNHCR and the IKEA
Foundation, to give a sense of one type of structure many
displaced people call home. It also includes examples of
designs meant to help displaced peoples, including a
UNICEF “School-in-a-Box,” containing materials needed to
set up a makeshift school for about 80 students, and
“Adolescent Kits for Expression and Innovation,” featuring
plastic boxes filled with colored markers and other craft
materials.

“A refugee settlement is a reality where ingenuity and
repurposing of resources is brought to the max, and the
values and use of technologies are accelerated,” explained
Marte Terne, head of marketing and communication for
the Sweden-based Better Shelter. Explaining the way the
minimalist temporary housing structures evolve once in
use, she said: “Textiles and rugs are used to make the
space cozier and softer, personal items are hung up on the
walls, a television is in and certain corners or areas are
dedicated to specific tasks or storing of certain items. A
home emerges.”

The “Insecurities” exhibit is juxtaposed with a larger
MoMA show “How Should We Live: Propositions for the
Modern Interior,” one floor above it, which traces design
solutions created to address Europe’s post-World War I
housing crisis to their eventual evolution into the stream-

lined functionalism what later became Modern design.
“We live in a highly interconnected world, and ideas

move very fluidly and very quickly,” says Don Weinreich, a
partner at the New York-based Ennead Architects, behind
projects including William J. Clinton Presidential Center
and the Natural History Museum of Utah. Weinreich and
architect Eliza Montgomery also lead the award-winning
Rethinking Refugee Communities, a collaboration
between Ennead Lab, UNHCR and Stanford to design bet-

ter settlements for displaced people.
“The difference between a shelter and a home has less

to do with how long someone lives there and more to do
with a resident’s ability to personalize and modify their
dwelling,” Weinreich says. “We design to create the condi-
tions where a traumatized population has the opportuni-
ty to adapt the shelters that are provided to them.
Including victims in design can contribute to the very
complex process of healing.” — AP

Exhibit brings focus to temporary homes, design

CHINA: In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, ground crew check on the re-entry capsule of Shenzhou 11 spacecraft after it landed in
north China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region on Friday.—AP

BEIJING: Two Chinese astronauts returned
Friday from a month long stay aboard the coun-
try’s space station, China’s sixth and longest
crewed mission and a sign of the growing ambi-
tions of its rapidly advancing space program.

Veteran mission commander Jing Haipeng
and first-time space traveler Chen Dong were
reported in good health after their Shenzhou 11
return vehicle landed on the frozen steppes of
Inner Mongolia.

They spent 30 days aboard the Tiangong 2
station conducting experiments and testing
equipment in preparation for the launching of
the station’s core module in 2018. A fully func-
tioning, permanently crewed space station is on
course to begin operations six years from now
and is slated to run for at least a decade.

Success of the mission
The success of the mission “indicates that our

manned space program has achieved major new
progress and is the latest achievement in build-
ing a country of innovation and a world power
of science and technology,” the ruling
Communist Party’s Central Committee, the
Cabinet and the party commission controlling
the military said in a congratulatory message. “It
is the newest achievement of Chinese people in
climbing the peak of the world,” said the letter,
read out by Vice Premier Zhao Gaoli at the space
flight control center in Beijing.

Since first launching a human into space 13
years ago, China has launched two space sta-
tions, staged a spacewalk, landed a rover on the
moon and is now considering sending a crewed
lunar mission.

The Tiangong, or “Heavenly Palace,” space sta-
tions are considered stepping stones to a mis-
sion to send a rover to Mars by the end of the
decade. Communications with the disused
experimental Tiangong 1 station have been cut
and it is expected to burn up on entering the
atmosphere next year.

China was excluded from the International
Space Station mainly due to U.S. legislation bar-
ring such cooperation and concerns over the
Chinese space program’s strongly military char-
acter.

Chinese officials are now looking to interna-
tionalize their own program by offering to help
finance other countries’ missions to Tiangong 2,
which, at 60 tons when completed, would still
be considerably smaller than the 420-ton ISS.
The space station was launched on Sept. 15 and
is orbiting 393 kilometers above Earth.

In a recent editorial, state newspaper China
Daily congratulated the country on having “nev-
er given up on its resolve to catch up with the
world’s leaders in science and technology, as its

leadership understands the importance of sci-
ence and technology for a nation’s develop-
ment.” “That explains why China has achieved

such a lot in the development of its space tech-
nology in the past two decades and is striving to
make new breakthroughs,” the paper said.—AP

China astronauts return from 

month-long space station stay

Both in good health

LIMA: Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg
urged world leaders meeting in Peru yester-
day to help get more people online to
improve global living standards while sepa-
rately announcing new measures to cut
down on fake news stories on the social net-
work that some suggest could have helped
sway the US presidential election.
The Facebook founder took on the role of

an evangelist for “connectivity” as he spoke
at an Asian-Pacific trade summit, lamenting
that half the world has no access to the
online world and is being deprived of its
economic potential as well as advances in
science, education and medicine. He urged
leaders to work with his company and oth-
ers to close that gap.

“If we can connect the 4 billion people
who aren’t connected we can lift hundreds
of millions of people out of poverty,”
Zuckerberg said as he addressed business
and government leaders at the 21-nation
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum.
But as he was promoting the benefits of the
online world in the speech, he took to his
Facebook page to address one of the down-
sides of the Internet: The rapid dissemination
of bogus news stories on social networks.

Zuckerberg said in a post late Friday that
his company was taking measures to curb
what he said was a “relatively small” percent-
age of deliberately false stories. The meas-
ures include developing new tools to detect
and classify “misinformation” and to make it
easier for users to report the material.  He
said the company also is looking into the
possibility of working with established fact-
checking organizations to evaluate content
and into the feasibility of warning labels for
stories flagged as false.

Critics have complained that a surge of
fake news stories on Facebook may have
swayed some voters to back President-elect
Donald Trump. The company said on
Monday that it was clarifying its advertising
policy to emphasize that it won’t display ads
- thus cutting revenue - for sites that run
information that is “illegal, misleading or
deceptive, which includes fake news”. That
followed a similar step by Google, which
acknowledged that it had let a false article
about the election results slip into its list of
recommended news stories.

“The bottom line is: We take misinforma-

tion seriously,” the Facebook CEO said in his
post. “Our goal is to connect people with the
stories they find most meaningful, and we
know people want accurate information.
Zuckerberg’s comments came after
President Barack Obama, who is also attend-
ing the APEC summit, and others have been
sharply critical of the spread of fake news
online.

In a news conference Thursday in Berlin,
Obama called bogus stories disseminated
on Facebook and other social media plat-
forms a threat to democracy. The president
decried “an age where there’s so much
active misinformation and it’s packaged very
well and it looks the same when you see it
on a Facebook page or you turn on your tel-
evision.” Zuckerberg called the problem
“complex, both technically and philosophi-
cally.”  It is also sensitive issue for a company
that does not want to censor content such
as legitimate political satire that some peo-
ple find offensive. 

Facebook sees itself not as a traditional
publisher, but as a facilitator of global com-
munication. It was that lofty vision of the
company that was on display as Zuckerberg
spoke at the APEC forum. He described
Facebook efforts in artificial intelligence pro-
grams that could lead to advancements in
medicine and education, as well as a high-
altitude solar-powered drone, still in the
development stage, to provide online access
to places with none. He also described a
program to work with local operators
around the world to provide free basic
Internet. “We can’t afford to leave anyone
behind,” he said.

The Facebook CEO said that investment in
such infrastructure is necessary to address
the gap between rich and poor that has
become a source of rising anxiety. “As we are
learning this year in election after election,
even if globalization might grow the overall
pie of prosperity, it also creates inequality,” he
said. “It helps some people and it hurts oth-
ers.” Investing in “connectivity,” he said, can
address some of the consequences of global-
ization. “We can disconnect, risk less prosper-
ity and hope jobs that are lost come back. Or
we can connect more, try to do more great
things, try to work on even greater prosperi-
ty and then work to aggressively share that
prosperity with everyone.”  — AP  

Facebook fixing fake news 

problem with CEO at APEC

NEW YORK: Tesla Motors got approval from
investors to combine with SolarCity Corp. in an
effort to expand the market for solar power and
give electric car owners new options for solar
charging. Shareholders of both companies
backed the merger by a wide margin Thursday.
Tesla said 85 percent of shareholders who voted
approved the deal.

The deal, first proposed by Tesla CEO Elon
Musk proposed in June, has had more of a
mixed reaction on Wall Street. Analysts won-
dered why Tesla would want to take on
SolarCity while it’s  building a big battery facto-
ry in Nevada and preparing to launch its first
mass-market car, the Model 3, due out at the
end of 2017. Shares of both companies
dropped in the ensuing months.

There were also complaints of a conflict of
interest for Musk. He is the chairman of both
companies, and SolarCity is run by his cousins.
But Musk convinced shareholders that the deal
was, as he originally stated, “a no-brainer.”
Earlier this month, he said SolarCity - the largest
home solar panel installer in the US - could add
$1 billion in revenue to the combined company
next year and could add $500 million in cash to
Tesla’s coffers over three years. 

And at a big party in Hollywood, he unveiled
what he hoped would be the combined compa-
nies’ first product: glass solar roof panels that
look like traditional roof tiles. “I think your faith
will be rewarded,” Musk told shareholders
Thursday. He said the solar roof tiles would be
ready for installation in large volumes by next
summer.

The all-stock deal was worth $2.6 billion
when the companies approved it in August, but
the final terms will be determined by the value
of Tesla shares on the day the merger goes into
effect. SolarCity said it expects the deal to close
in the coming days.

Tesla shares rose 2.6 percent to close at
$188.66 Thursday. That’s down from $219.61 on
June 21, the day before the merger was pro-
posed. SolarCity shares rose 2.9 percent to
$20.40, down from $26.40 in June.

Musk and two other Tesla directors who sit

on SolarCity’s board recused themselves from
the vote, but that didn’t stop some sharehold-
ers from suing. They claim the merger is an
attempt to use one company to bail out anoth-
er. Musk owns 22 percent of both companies.
Neither company has achieved sustained prof-
itability, and both operate in markets where
demand is uncertain. Plug-in electric vehicles
make up less than 1 percent of US sales, and
less than 1 percent of US electricity generation
comes from solar power, according to govern-
ment data.

Tesla posted a net profit of $22 million in the
third quarter, its first quarterly profit in three
years. SolarCity reported a third-quarter loss of
$225.3 million.

Efraim Levy, an equity analyst at CFRA
Research, was among those against the deal
because it could distract Tesla’s management
and increase the company’s need to raise cash
next year. He has a “hold” rating on Tesla’s stock.
“Elon Musk is clearly a force for change, but we
think TSLA shareholders will  see rewards
delayed,” Levy wrote in a note to clients. Down
the road, Levy said, there are some potential
upsides. Tesla and SolarCity have said they
could save $150 million in the first full year
thanks to reduced marketing costs and other
synergies. Levy said the deal could also reduce
the cost of financing for SolarCity.—AP

Tesla, SolarCity get 

approval for merger

FREMONT, California: In this Sept. 29,
2015, file photo, Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla
Motors Inc., talks about the Model X car at
the company’s headquarters.—AP

Beyond rooms and homes: 

Airbnb adding tours and activities  

SAN FRANCISCO: Not content with just
renting out spare rooms and vacant homes,
Airbnb is adding local tours and activities
like surfing lessons and pub crawls to its
travel services in major cities around the
world. With the new features announced
Thursday, the fast-growing online rental
company is hoping to tap into leisure trav-
elers’ desire for distinctive “experiences”
that make them feel more connected with
the places they visit, travel industry ana-
lysts say. 

The move also shows the ambitions of a
company that’s already one of the world’s
fastest-growing privately held firms.
Airbnb, which boasts millions of rental list-
ings around the world, has been valued at
$30 billion - though it’s run into growing
pains in some cities where local officials

complain the boom in short-term rentals is
reducing long-term housing for residents.

Airbnb’s new guided activities include
things like surfing lessons or cooking class
led by a local chef, a pub crawl through a
trendy nightclub district or even a truffle
hunt in Tuscany. The company has been
testing the services in a few cities over the
last year, enlisting local hosts as guides. It’s
expanding to 12 cities, while promising 50
by next year. “They want to be viewed as
more of a travel company and not just an
alternative lodging firm,” said Henry
Harteveldt, an analyst with Atmosphere
Research. “Our research shows travelers
spend as much as 60 percent of their travel
budget at their destination. So they want
to tap into that very large revenue
stream.”—AP

NEW YORK: This undated photo provided by MoMA shows an installation view of the exhibit
“Insecurities: Tracing Displacement and Shelter” at the museum. — AP

LIMA: Mark Zuckerberg, Chairman and CEO of Facebook, speaks at the CEO summit
during the annual Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum yesterday. — AP 
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OTTAWA: Deaths from opiate overdoses
in Canada have become a “public health
crisis” that could prompt the government
to declare a national health emergency,
the Canadian Health Minister said Friday.
If such a measure is found “appropriate
and helpful,” then “we will use all the
tools available,” Jane Philpott said in
Ottawa at the opening of a national sum-
mit on the crisis. Others participants rein-
forced the sense of urgency. An estimat-
ed 2,000 Canadians died from opioid
overdoses in 2015, said Don Davies,
spokesman for the left-leaning New
Democratic Party.

“Many provinces are seeing an even
higher number of fatalities in 2016,” he
added. “When you have 700-plus deaths
occurring in Ontario each year, a similar
number in British Columbia, growing
numbers in places like Alberta and
Manitoba, I  think there is a societal
understanding that we need to act
urgently and effectively,” Ontario Health
Minister Eric Haskins said. Experts say the
crisis is being fueled by the proliferation
of counterfeits of opiates such as fen-
tanyl, a powerful sedative that caused
the death of pop icon Prince in April.

In British Columbia, authorities
recorded 332 fatal fentanyl overdoses
during the first nine months of this year,
three more than last year. The drug is
believed to be 100 times more potent
than morphine. “A lethal dose of pure
fentanyl for a typical adult can be as little
as two milligrams, or the size of a few
grains of table salt,” the federal police
said. The health care industry also took

on some blame for opioid painkiller pre-
scription practices, which often lead to
addiction. “We also recognize that opioid
prescribing patterns are one of the many
contributing factors to this crisis,” the
Canadian Medical Association said.

Ottawa resident Donna May said her
daughter became hooked after a doctor
prescribed the opiate OxyContin follow-
ing a fall on a staircase. Her daughter’s
addiction prompted her to buy fentanyl
on the streets after her OxyContin pre-
scription ran out, and she eventually
ended up homeless, May told state
broadcaster CBC before speaking at the
conference. 

“It eventually led to her contracting a
flesh-eating disease and taking her life.”
Solving the crisis, Philpott said, must
involve increasing the number of med-
ically supervised injection centers as well
as the use of naloxone-which counter-
acts the effects of overdoses-by first
responders in the field.

Vancouver-the only Canadian city that
allows intravenous drug users to inject
themselves with illegal substances under
medical supervision-currently has a single
injection center. However, Montreal is set
to open three, along with a mobile clinic.
Philpott said she wants to speed up the
opening of centers “in communities that
need them” by amending Canada’s drug
law, which is delaying the process. Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s government has
already changed the law to make nalox-
one available over the counter and dis-
tribute it to federal police officers for
administering to victims.— AFP 

SAN FRANCISCO: Hyperloop One on
Friday said it settled a lawsuit filed by a
co-founder who accused former col-
leagues of nepotism, threats and mis-
management at the startup devoted to
revolutionizing transport with super-
speedy travel.  “Hyperloop One is
pleased to announce that it has reached
a confidential resolution of litigation
with its former employees and looks for-
ward to continuing to execute on its
business plan,” a spokesman said in an
email to AFP.

Co-founder Brogan BamBrogan, who

left the company in June, was among
others from the startup to file a civil suit
in a California state court. “It became
apparent that those in control of the
company continually used the work of
the team to augment their personal
brands, enhance their romantic lives and
line their pockets,” the lawsuit said. Orin
Snyder,  an attorney representing
Hyperloop One, responded at the time
by calling the lawsuit an “unfortunate
and delusional” effort by employees
behind a failed coup at the startup.

The case was filed just months after

Hyperloop One held its first public test
in the desert outside Las Vegas, trying
out engine components designed to zip
pods that carry people or cargo through
tubes at speeds of 700 miles per hour or
more. The company hopes to realize a
futuristic vision for transportation at
near-supersonic speeds laid out three
years ago by billionaire Elon Musk, the
entrepreneur behind electric car compa-
ny Tesla and private space exploration
endeavor Space X. “Lawsuits can be dis-
tracting for companies; they often halt
momentum until they can be resolved,”

Hyperloop One chief executive Rob
Lloyd said in a staff memo, a copy of
which was obtained by AFP. “That didn’t
happen here.”

Dubai this month said it is collaborat-
ing with Hyperloop One to look into the
feasibility of constructing a near-super-
sonic transport link that could slash trav-
el times to Emirati capital Abu Dhabi to
minutes. The deal will see both parties
explore a route for a vacuum-sealed pod
transportation system, which could
potentially cut travel between Dubai
and Abu Dhabi -  90 miles apart-to

around 12 minutes. The startup says the
system offers better safety than passen-
ger jets, lower build and maintenance
costs than high-speed trains, and energy
usage, per person, that is similar to a
bicycle. Last month, port colossus DP
World Group of Dubai announced it was
investing in the concept, joining backers
including French national rail company
SNCF, US industrial  conglomerate
General Electric and Russian state fund
RDIF. Hyperloop One has so far raised
more than $160 million (145 million
euros). — AFP

Hyperloop One settles co-founder lawsuit

MARRAKESH: Nearly 200 nations agreed
around midnight on Friday to work out the rules
for a landmark 2015 global deal to tackle climate
change within two years in a new sign of inter-
national support for a pact opposed by US
President-elect Donald Trump. At the end of
two-week talks on global warming in Marrakesh,
which were extended an extra day, many
nations appealed to Trump, who has called cli-
mate change a hoax, to reconsider his threat to
tear up the Paris Agreement for cutting green-
house gas emissions.

Showing determination to keep the Paris
Agreement on track, the conference agreed to
work out a rule book at the latest by December
2018. A rule book is needed because the Paris
Agreement left many details vague, such as how
countries will report and monitor their national
pledges to curb greenhouse gas emissions. Two
years may sounds like a long time, but it took
four to work out detailed rules for the 1997
Kyoto Protocol, the Paris Agreement’s predeces-

sor, which obliged only developed countries to
cut their emissions. Paris requires commitments
by all.

The final text also urged rich nations to keep
building towards a goal of providing $100 billion
a year in climate finance for developing coun-
tries by 2020. Moroccan Foreign Minister
Salaheddine Mezouar told a news conference
that Marrakesh had been the start of turning
promises made in Paris into action. “We will con-
tinue on the path,” he said, urging Trump to join
other nations in acting to limit emissions. Fiji’s
Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama, who will host
next year’s climate meeting in Germany, invited
Trump to drop his scepticism about climate
change and visit the South Pacific nation to see
the effects of stronger storms and rising seas.

Trump plans to favor fossil fuels over renew-
able energies and has threatened to halt any US
taxpayer funds for UN climate programs. On
Thursday, governments reaffirmed their commit-
ment to “full implementation” of the Paris accord

which seeks to phase out greenhouse gas emis-
sions this century and to limit a global average
rise in temperature to “well below” 2 degrees
Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit). “Not one coun-
try has said that if President Trump pulls the
United States out of Paris, they will follow him,”
said Alden Meyer of the Union of Concerned
Scientists.

Environmental groups said the outcome in
Marrakesh was a step in the right direction, but
many issues needed to be resolved over the next
two years, including funds for developing
nations. “Rich countries have been trying to
wriggle out of their pledges to help poorer
countries meet the costs of coping with impacts
and greening their economies,” said Harjeet
Singh at ActionAid. Also on Friday, a group of 48
developing countries most at risk from climate
change said they would strive to make their
energy production 100 percent renewable “as
rapidly as possible”, as part of efforts to limit
global warming. — Reuters

Under Trump shadow, climate talks 
set 2018 deadline to agree on rules

Trump urged to reconsider climate doubts 

MARRAKESH: A member of an International delegation plays with a giant air globe ball outside the COP22 climate conference on Friday. — AFP 

TEXAS: Dr Denton Cooley, who sparked
controversy and a feud with another pio-
neering heart surgeon when he performed
the world’s first artificial heart implant in
1969, died on Friday at the age of 96, the
Texas Heart Institute said. Cooley, who also
performed the first successful human heart
transplant in the United States, founded
the Texas Heart Institute and was one of
the most celebrated heart surgeons in the
world. The Texas native was also known
however for a long-running dispute with
another world-renowned innovative sur-
geon in Houston, Dr Michael DeBakey, over
the implant operation.

A spokeswoman for Texas Children’s
Hospital, where Cooley’s son-in-law acts as
surgeon in chief, said Cooley died in his
Houston home on Friday morning, sur-
rounded by his four daughters. Cooley,
who estimated he operated on about
100,000 people, developed many tech-
niques used in cardiovascular surgery and
received honors including the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the highest US civilian
award. “Nothing can compare with the
activity of the human heart,” Cooley, who
grew up wanting to be a dentist like his
father, once told an interviewer. “And
besides that, it’s always had a special con-
notation in our society, or in our life. It’s
been the seat of the soul and the seat of
emotions.

“But now we find that it really is a tough
little organ. It can tolerate a great deal and
it certainly has been revealed that it can be
corrected in many ways and even replaced
by organ transplantation.” Cooley per-
formed the first successful heart transplant
in the United States in 1968, a year after
South African Dr Christiaan Barnard had
done the first one in the world. Cooley also
broke ground with surgical methods to fix
congenital heart anomalies in infants and
children and methods for repairing and
replacing diseased heart valves and went
on to found the Texas Heart Institute.

On April 4, 1969, with no donor heart
available for a dying patient, Cooley

implanted an artificial heart in Haskell Karp,
a 47-year-old man from Illinois. The device
kept Karp alive for 65 hours until a human
heart became available. Cooley transplant-
ed the human heart to Karp but the patient
died a day later. The procedure led to trou-
ble because Cooley had used an artificial
heart developed in the laboratory of his
former partner DeBakey without his
approval. Cooley, who had worked with
DeBakey at Baylor College of Medicine in
Houston, argued that he implanted the
heart device in an urgent bid to keep his
patient alive until a human heart was avail-
able for transplant.

DeBakey called what Cooley did an
unethical “childish act” in order to claim a
medical landmark, as well as a theft and a
betrayal. The device had been tested in ani-
mals but had not been approved for use in
people. The US government ordered an
investigation and the American College of
Surgeons censured Cooley. The controversy
prompted Cooley to leave Baylor. In 2007
Cooley and DeBakey ended their feud and
DeBakey died the next year at age 99. “He
wanted to be able to say he was the first
one to use an artificial heart in a patient,”
DeBakey told the New York Times in 2007. “I
never quite understood it other than his
ambition was almost uncontrolled. I mean,
you don’t let your ambition get you in trou-
ble.” Cooley told the Times he was justified
in doing the implant. 

He said that at the time he was perform-
ing more heart operations than DeBakey or
anyone else and viewed himself as “the
appropriate person to do the first implanta-
tion of an artificial heart.” It was not until
1982 that the first artificial heart intended
for permanent use was implanted in a per-
son, at the University of Utah. In his inter-
view with the Times, Cooley said a lawyer
once asked him during a trial if he thought
of himself as the world’s best heart sur-
geon. “Yes,” he replied. “Don’t you think
that’s being rather immodest?” the lawyer
asked. “Perhaps,” Cooley said. “But remem-
ber I’m under oath.” — Reuters

In this file photo, Dr Denton A Cooley holds up a Jarvick-7 heart pump model at a
news conference in Houston, while discussing the 20 year anniversary of the first
implant of an artificial heart in a man. Cooley, a Texas surgeon who performed some
of the earliest heart transplants and implanted the world’s first artificial heart, has
died.  — AP

Pioneering US heart 
surgeon Cooley dies 

WASHINGTON: In a ghost town of dead coral off
a remote Pacific island, scientists have found a
bit more life. In excursions a year ago and then
last April, scientists examined the normally stun-
ning coral reefs around the island of Kiritimati
and pronounced it mostly a boneyard of dead
coral. About 85 percent of the coral was dead, 10
percent was sick and bleached but still techni-
cally alive, and only 5 percent was doing OK.
The same scientists returned this month and
found that 6 to 7 percent of the coral is alive and
not bleached, said University of Victoria coral
reef scientist Julia Baum, speaking by Skype
from the island.

“We left with a sense of dread and came back
with a renewed purpose because there are some
corals that literally came back from the brink,”
said Georgia Tech climate scientist Kim Cobb,
who returned from the expedition earlier. “It’s
the best we could have hoped for.” Many of the
fish that rely on the reef and had been absent
seem to be back, Cobb said. Hot water - mostly
from El Nino, the natural occasional warming of
the Pacific that changes weather worldwide, and
man-made global warming - had made the area
one of the worst hit coral spots in the world.
Later, nearby Jarvis Island was even more dam-
aged.  And the death of 85 percent of the coral
of the better known and much larger Great
Barrier Reef has been reported, said C Mark
Eakin, coral reef watch coordinator for the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.  “But despite this mass mortality,
there are a few small signs of hope,” Baum said.
“It’s clear that coral reefs have great resilience
and the coral here is trying to recover.” Not only
has some of the bleached coral recovered, she
said, but “there are coral babies that have settled
on the reef sometime in the last year to year and
half and these are the reef’s best hope for recov-
ery.”  A study published Thursday in the journal

Current Biology goes back more than a million
years and finds that even during mass die-offs,
coral species are able to rebound. Eakin points to
Scott reef off western Australia where 12 years
after the damaging 1998 El Nino coral die-off, near-
ly half the original reef revived. But it was damaged

again by the recent El Nino. Even after the recovery
seen at Kiritimati, Baum is wary: “It’s like having a
patient who is very sick and instead of letting them
recover we keep infecting them with more and
more illnesses. There’s only so much that any per-
son - or any natural system - can take.”— AP 

In graveyard of dead coral in 
Pacific, hope and life bloom
despite mass mortality, there are signs of hope’

Photo shows Georgia Tech climate scientist Kim Cobb in November at the remote Pacific
island of Kiritimati, finding a bit of hope and life amid what (in April) was a ghost town of
dead coral. — AP 

Canada opioid abuse 
a ‘health emergency’ 
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GENEVA: The World Health Organization on
Friday declared that Zika no longer constitutes
an international emergency, but it stressed a
need for a long-term effort to address the virus,
which has been linked to birth defects and neu-
rological complications. Officials on WHO’s
Emergency Committee made clear the Zika still
constitutes a global public health threat. They
warned the virus, which has been found in 60
countries since the outbreak was identified last
year in Brazil, will continue to spread where mos-
quitoes that carry the virus are present. 

Removing the international emergency des-
ignation will put Zika in a class with other dis-
eases, such as dengue, that pose serious risks
and require continued research, including
efforts to develop effective vaccines. But some
public health experts worried that losing the
“international emergency” label could slow
research into the virus, which continues to cause
infections in the United States and elsewhere.

WHO in February declared Zika a public
health emergency of international concern - a
designation under international law that com-
pels countries to report outbreaks. The moved
was part of an effort to determine if Zika was
linked to reports in Brazil of the severe birth
defect microcephaly and the neurological disor-
der Guillain-Barre Syndrome. Traditionally, Zika
had only been thought to cause mild symptoms.
That goal has been met, said Dr David Heymann,
chair of the Zika Emergency Committee and a
professor of infectious disease at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, in a
conference call with reporters following the

committee meeting in Geneva. Because research
has now shown that Zika and microcephaly are
linked, “the committee felt that what is best now
is a very robust technical response to the virus,
and that would require work within WHO,” he
said. The UN health agency maintained recom-
mendations including that people exposed to
the Zika virus should take preventive measures
for six months to avoid sexual transmission. “It
remains crucially important that pregnant
women avoid traveling to areas with local trans-
mission of Zika, because of the devastating com-
plications that can occur in fetuses that become
infected during pregnancy,” the US Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) said in a statement.

Some experts, expressed concern that losing
the “international emergency” designation
might result in less support for research into the
virus. “I think WHO’s decision is unwise,” said
Lawrence Gostin, a global health law expert
from Georgetown University. 

“Although Zika’s spread has waned, it still
holds the potential for an explosive epidemic. If
it were to reemerge in the Americas or jump to
another part of the world, it would significantly
threaten a new generation of children born with
disabilities such as microcephaly.” Gostin said the
international response to Zika has been “lethar-
gic” and WHO’s decision will give countries even
less reason to invest in preparedness and
research.

At the press conference, Dr Peter Salama,
executive director of WHO’s Health Emergencies
Program, insisted that WHO is “not downgrading
the importance of Zika.” By framing Zika as a

longer program of work, Salama said, “we are
sending the message that Zika is here to stay
and WHO’s response is here to stay in a very
robust manner.” Dr Amesh Adalja, an infectious
diseases expert at the University of Pittsburgh
Medical Center, said public health emergency
declarations help direct the world’s attention to
a disease, and the Zika emergency designation
accomplished that goal. But much work remains
to be done, including the development of a vac-
cine, he added. The removal of the emergency
declaration “doesn’t change that fact.”

Brazil hard hit
There have been some 2,300 confirmed cas-

es worldwide of babies born with micro -
cephaly, most in Brazil, but the figure is most
likely a “significant under-estimate”, Salama
said. Heymann said the Brazilian government is
conducting studies to look for additional fac-
tors that could explain the high number of cas-
es there, particularly in the northeastern part of
the country, but so far those studies have
turned up nothing. Salama said 28 countries
and territories have now reported micro -
cephaly and 19 countries have repor ted
Guillain-Barre Syndrome. He said it is “very like-
ly we will see many reports of microcephaly,
including countries in Latin America such as
Guatemala and Colombia.” The US CDC said
WHO’s announcement does not change the
urgent need to better understand Zika’s impact
on fetuses and infants, to develop better diag-
nostics and to make vaccines that can prevent
infection and spread of disease. — Reuters

Global health officials are racing to
better understand the Zika virus
behind a major outbreak that began

in Brazil last year and has spread to more
than 60 countries. The following are some
questions and answers about the virus and
current outbreak:

How do people become infected?
Zika is transmitted to people through

the bite of infected female mosquitoes, pri-
marily the Aedes aegypti mosquito, the
same type that spreads dengue, chikungun-
ya and yellow fever. Aedes aegypti mosqui-
toes are found in all countries in the
Americas except Canada and continental
Chile. The virus can also be transmitted
through sex, from either a male or female
partner who has been infected, and a few
cases of apparent infection via blood trans-
fusion have been reported.

How do you treat Zika?
There is no treatment for Zika infection.

Companies and scientists are racing to
develop a safe and effective vaccine, but a
preventative shot is not expected to be
ready for widespread use for at least two or
three years.

How dangerous is it?
The US Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention concluded that Zika virus infec-
tion in pregnant women can cause the birth
defect microcephaly. The condition is
defined by unusually small heads that can
result in developmental problems and oth-
er severe brain abnormalities in babies. The
World Health Organization has said the
“most likely explanation” is that Zika virus
infection during pregnancy is a cause of
congenital brain abnormalities including
microcephaly.  In addition, the agency said
that Zika infection in children and adults
can trigger Guillain-Barre syndrome (GBS), a
rare neurological disorder that can result in
paralysis. Brazil has confirmed more than
2,100 cases of microcephaly believed to be
linked to Zika infections in pregnant
women. It is investigating 3,086 suspected
cases of microcephaly. Current research
indicates the greatest microcephaly risk is
associated with infection during the first
trimester of pregnancy, but health officials
have warned an impact could be seen in lat-
er weeks. Recent studies have shown evi-
dence of Zika in amniotic fluid, placenta
and fetal brain tissue.

What are the symptoms?
People infected with Zika may have a

mild fever, skin rash, conjunctivitis, muscle
and joint pain and fatigue that can last for
two to seven days. As many as 80 percent of
people infected never develop symptoms.

How can Zika be contained?
Controlling Zika’s spread requires elimi-

nating mosquito breeding sites and taking
precautions against mosquito bites such as
using insect repellent and mosquito nets.
US and international health officials have
advised pregnant women to avoid travel to
Latin American and Caribbean countries,
sections of Miami, Florida in the United
States and Singapore where they may be
exposed to Zika. They are also advising that
men and women who have traveled to Zika
outbreak areas use condoms or abstain
from sex for six months to prevent sexual
transmission of the virus.

How widespread?
Active Zika outbreaks have been report-

ed in more than 60 countries or territories,
most of them in the Americas, according to
the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). Brazil has been the coun-
try most affected. Africa (1): Cape Verde;
Americas (49): Anguilla, Antigua and
Barbuda, Argentina, Aruba, The Bahamas,
Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Bonaire, Brazil,
British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, CuraÁao,
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El
Salvador, French Guiana, Grenada,
Guadeloupe, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti,
Honduras, Jamaica, Martinique, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saba,
Puerto Rico, Saint Barthelmy, Saint Lucia,
Saint Martin, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Saint Eustatius, St Maarten, St
Kitts and Nevis, Suriname, Trinidad and
Tobago, Turks and Caicos, United States, US
Virgin Islands and Venezuela. Asia, Oceania
and Pacific Islands (11): American Samoa,
Fiji, Kosrae, Federated States of Micronesia,
Marshall Islands, New Caledonia, Palau,
Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Singapore and
Tonga.

What is the history of Zika?
The Zika virus is found in tropical locales

with large mosquito populations. Outbreaks
of Zika have been recorded in Africa, the
Americas, Southern Asia and the Western
Pacific. The virus was first identified in
Uganda in 1947 in rhesus monkeys and was
first identified in people in 1952 in Uganda
and Tanzania, according to the WHO.

What other complications?
Zika has also been associated with other

neurological disorders, including serious
brain and spinal cord infections. The long-
term health consequences of Zika infection
are unclear.  Other uncertainties surround
the incubation period of the virus and how
Zika interacts with other viruses that are
transmitted by mosquitoes, such as
dengue. — Reuters

MEXICO CITY: Photo shows a mosquito in Mexico City. The World Health Organization
on November 18, 2016 announced in an online press conference that the Zika virus
outbreak no longer poses a world public health emergency. —AFP 

Why the Zika virus 

is causing alarm

WHO declares end 

of Zika emergency 
Virus remains a threat 

PERNAMBUCO: Angelica Pereira (left) watches as her 1-year-old daughter Luiza (disabled by the Zika virus) goes through a physical therapy
session at the UPAE hospital in Caruaru, Pernambuco state, Brazil. — AP 
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Jumeirah Group, the global luxury hotel company, held the first
of its annual regional Roadshow events at Jumeirah Messilah
Hotel and Spa in Kuwait, with the next stops in Riyadh, Jeddah

and finally Doha. The Kuwait Roadshow event took place on Sunday
13 November, welcoming over 300 specialists in the travel trade
industry, including tourism, hotels, tour operators, and travel agents
as well as the Group's prominent clients and media representatives.
The Group revealed its latest growth and expansion developments
internationally, highlighting recently inaugurated hotels, resorts
and new facilities worldwidewhich draw Kuwaiti tourists. 

Jad Doumet, Director of Global Sales at Jumeirah Group said:
"We decided to commence our regional roadshow with Kuwait giv-
en the importance of this market for the Group. Kuwait is among
the top five markets with tourists visiting Jumeirah Group's hotels
around the world. In addition, it also contributes to the growth of
our Group's business through bookings at Jumeirah Messilah Beach
Hotel and Spa in Kuwait in light of the increased traffic to Kuwait,

especially from around the GCC."
"What distinguishes Jumeirah Group is its hotels and luxury

resorts that offer unique experiences across three continents, which
is what we have focused on through the event. The United Arab
Emirates is one of the main destinations for visitors from Kuwait
however, our hotels in other cities have marked an increase in
Kuwaiti guests as well. The hotels include the Jumeirah Bilgah
Beach Hotel in Baku, Azerbaijan, as well as Jumeirah Dhevanafushi
and Jumeirah Vittaveli Resorts in the Maldives. The Maldives
Vittaveli recently launched the Royal villa which includes five bed-
rooms, specially designed to meet guests' needs from Kuwait and
the Gulf due to the privacy and luxury it offers," he added. 

With regards to expansion plans, Doumet explained: "The Group
currently manages 5,500 hotel rooms across 21 hotels and resorts in
10 different destinations. We aim to open 25 new facilities, including
10 new hotels and resorts planned to open between 2017 and
2019. In addition, we will be upgrading and expanding facilities to

ensure we attract new travelers and continue to provide exception-
al experiences to our guests, such as the opening of the Burj Al-Arab
Terrace, which has already begun to attract tourists from across the
GCC and from Kuwait in particular."

The newest addition to the Jumeirah portfolio was highlighted
during the event, Jumeirah Al-Naseem in Dubai. The hotel name is
inspired by the breeze of fresh air (which is Naseem in Arabic).
Located across from Burj Al-Arab on the longest stretch of private
beach in the city, the hotel boasts 430 luxurious rooms and suites. It
is scheduled to open on December 1, 2016 presenting its guests
with the finest experiences in Madinat Jumeirah. It includes more
than 10 restaurants and cafes, a private beach club as well as parks
and green spaces. 

Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel and Spa comprises seven restau-
rants and modern hallways, Talise Spa, in addition to beautiful
beaches, which make it a luxurious and favorite destination for trav-
elers from the UAE, KSA and the Gulf region. 

Jumeirah Group Organizes its Annual Roadshow in Kuwait

Doumet: Tourism activities contribute to Group's growth

The Promenade, Kuwait's neighborhood mall, has cel-
ebrated the success of the recently concluded Run
Q8, a charitable initiative that supports the Children's

Evaluation and Rehabilitation Unit, under Fawzia Sultan
Rehabilitation Institute, a non-profit organization.

The sixth annual 10km and 5km runs, which attracted
more than 2,000 runners, saw The Promenade supporting
as a Platinum Sponsor. In the run up to the event, The
Promenade served as the collection point for bib numbers
and t-shirts, and actively encouraged staff, friends, family
and the wider community to sign up for the run. Various
stores across the mall also provided gifts that were award-
ed to winners of the races.

"We are committed to initiatives such as the recent Run

Q8, which not only supports the wider community, but go
further in offering much needed care to those who require
it. The Promenade is a charity mall and alongside our own
internal activities, we are a keen ambassador to raise
awareness of worthy causes," Alyah Al-Jasser, Al Othman
Portfolio Marketing Manager said.

Owned by the Abdulla Abdullatif Al Othman Charity
Fund which provides funds for buildings moques, schools,
as well as helping the orphans and families in need, the
Promenade is also home of the Promenade Culture Centre,
the cultural arm of the mall. It is a multi-purpose develop-
ment, created to act as a canvas for artistic expression in
Kuwait. Its mission is to actively encourage and host a vari-
ety of artistic and cultural activities for the community.

The Promenade Celebrates

6th Run Q8 Success

Haagen-Dazs, the most savored ice-cream brand worldwide
since 1961, inaugurated its 5thbrand-new branch in Manqaf,
The Gate Mall, ground floor, while adding new ice cream

products and juices to its menu. The launch event took place in the
presence of employees of Mohamed Naser Al-Hajery and Sons, the
exclusive Haagen-Dazs dealer in Kuwait, along with media delegates
who savored the new offerings of mouth-watering ice cream and
juices flavors. 

Haagen-Dazs has been making quality ice cream like no other since
1961. The world's best-tasting ice cream is created in 24 flavors and
from the best ingredients that are carefully selected from around the
world. Each Haagen-Dazs ice cream flavor starts with real cream-unlike
the ordinary ice cream that is made from milk, eggs and sugar-which is
blended with carefully selected ingredients to create an ice cream with
a smooth, silky and unique velvety texture and unforgettable taste.
The founder, Reuben Mattus' vision was to make the best ice cream in

the world using high quality, carefully selected ingredients. Reuben
believed that if you were going to indulge in ice cream, it should be a
real and fulfilling experience rather than the 'cold and sweet stuff' of
his time. Reuben's ambition was to create the world's best-tasting ice
cream and his devotion to the highest standards changed the way
people thought about ice cream. The Haagen-Dazs philosophy
remains the same to this day. We believe that everyone deserves to
experience pleasure that is fulfilling and real and this guides every-
thing we do.

It's worth mentioning that the mouth-watering Haagen-Dazs ice
cream selection is available at 950 stores in more than 80 countries
around the world. In Kuwait, Mohamed Naser Al-Hajeryand Sons
opened the first branch of Haagen-Dazs in 2000 in Souk Sharq, and
today the company owns 5 branches that are perfectly situated in
prime malls; Souk Sharq, ArrayaCenter, Al Hamra Tower, The Avenues
and The Gate Mall. 

Mohamed Naser Al-Hajery and Sons

inaugurates 5th Haagen-Dazs branch 

AUK hosts Hydroponic

Exhibition and

Workshops

The College of Business and Economics at the American University
of Kuwait (AUK) will be organizing "Hydroponic Exhibition and
Workshops".  The event will include three exhibitors: Smart Hydro

Company, Al-Shaheen Nurseries Company and Kuwait Environmental
Protection Society. The event will be held throughout 2 days and will
discuss various topics about the features and prospects of Hydroponic,
in addition to a workshop. The event will take place at the Multipurpose
room and the Main corridor at the AUK, and will run from November
20th  through  November 21st, 2016. 

Over 120 boys and girls enjoyed the Friday morning PSA Everton basketball and football coaching course program at Bayan.



W H AT ’ S  ON
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2016

In a private reception, M2R, the leading advertising rep-
resentative for commercial centers, announced the sign-
ing of an exclusive advertising representation agree-

ment with Grand Cinema, the fastest growing chain of cin-
emas in the region. The agreement went into effect on
September 1st. Held at the Grand Cinema Al-Hamra Luxury
Center on Monday November 7th, the event was attended
by VIPs, top customers, representatives of Kuwaiti advertis-
ing agencies, and media representatives.

The event was packed with numerous entertaining
activities for the pleasure of the attendees, who enjoyed an
LED light dancing show, in addition to various activities to
spread a smile in the atmosphere. Adding to the excite-
ment and enthusiasm, the event concluded with a screen-
ing of the latest 2016 movie "Hacksaw Ridge", directed by
"Mel Gibson" with a cast consisting of leading superstars.
The movie recounts the events of World War II.

On this occasion, Abed Al-Rahman Dally, Project
Manager at M2R: "We are pleased to be with our esteemed
guests on this wonderful ceremony to announce our part-
nership with Grand Cinema. We are proud to be the exclu-
sive advertising representative, as this enables us to pro-
vide customers with integrated advertising solutions and
services which grant them reach to their targeted audience
in Kuwait through their advertisements at Grand Cinema." 

For his part, Issac Fahed - Sales and Distribution
Manager at Grand Cinema noted, "We found common

grounds with M2R given the similarities between both
companies in terms of profile, milestones and market posi-
tioning in Kuwait, which we interpreted in a solid long
term Tie-up.

Grand Cinemas has always been home for Media and
advertising, catering to all agencies and advertisers in
region, which falls in the Brand's strategy of creating a dis-
tinct entertainment platform be it B2B or B2C. We are con-
fident that joining forces with M2R will solicit new oppor-
tunities thus different experience".

It is worth mentioning that M2R was founded in 2005,
and is considered one of the leading companies in the
advertisements industry. The company provides integrated
and innovative solutions by offering clients unique adver-
tising opportunity to introduce their products and services
to the widest audience in the market.

Also, Grand Cinema, owned by Selim Ramia and
Company, opened its theatre in Kuwait in 2012 after a
series of unprecedented successes in the UAE, Lebanon,
and Jordan. Grand Cinema broke movie monopoly in
Kuwait and provided audience with an advanced cinematic
experience for more than two decades. Grand Cinema is
located in Al-Hamra Luxury Center- Sharq. It offers 9
screens, as well as 9 other screens at the second branch
located in the Gate Mall in Aquila area. The theatre also
offers two Grant Class screens, therefore offering a total
capacity of 18 display screens and 2,200 seats.

M2R wins exclusive advertising 

representative rights of Grand Cinema in Kuwait
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TRACERS ON OSN MOVIES HD

REIGN OF ASSASSINS ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

01:00   A Little Chaos   
03:00   Where Hope Grows   
05:00   The Cobbler   
07:00   The Rewrite   
09:00   Where Hope Grows   
11:00   Alex Of Venice   
13:00   I'll See You In My Dreams   
15:00   Racing Hearts   
17:00   Tracers   
19:00   Paper Towns   
21:00   Words And Pictures   
23:00   Magic Mike XXL   

00:10     To Catch A Smuggler     
01:00     Big Fix Alaska     
02:00     Big Fish, Texas     
02:55     Explorer     
03:50     To Catch A Smuggler     

JUST MARRIED ON OSN MOVIES HD COMEDY

00:00   Good Luck Chuck   
02:00   Forces Of Nature   
04:00   Coneheads   
06:00   Just Married   
08:00   Under The Tuscan Sun   
10:00   Coneheads   
12:00   Forces Of Nature   
14:00   All About Christmas Eve   
16:00   Under The Tuscan Sun   
18:00   Easy A   
20:00   Awful Nice   
22:00   The Wedding Ringer   

00:50     River Monsters     
01:45     Bondi Vet     
02:40     Wild Animal Repo     
03:35     Tanked     
04:25     My Wild Affair: The
Elephant Who Loved Too Much     
05:15     Gator Boys     
06:02     River Monsters     
06:49     Wild Animal Repo     
07:36     Call Of The Wildman     
08:00     Call Of The Wildman     
08:25     Too Cute! Pint-Sized     
09:15     Wild Animal Repo     
10:10     Weird Creatures With Nick
Baker     
11:05     Tanked     
12:00     Too Cute! Pint-Sized     
12:55     Bondi Vet     
13:50     Wild Animal Repo     
14:45     Gator Boys     
15:40     Weird Creatures With Nick
Baker     
16:35     Tanked     
17:30     My Wild Affair: The
Elephant Who Loved Too Much     
18:25     Swimming With Monsters:
Steve Backshall     
19:20     Lone Star Law     
20:15     Tanked     
21:10     Saving Africa’s Giants With
Yao Ming     
22:05     Weird Creatures With Nick
Baker     
23:00     Lone Star Law     
23:55     Gator Boys     

00:30     The Collection     
01:25     Class     
02:25     Silent Witness     
03:20     Mad Dogs     
04:10     Death In Paradise     
05:05     Call The Midwife     
06:00     Eastenders     
06:30     Casualty     
07:20     Death In Paradise     
08:15     Father Brown     
09:05     The Musketeers     
10:00     Call The Midwife     
10:50     Death In Paradise     
11:45     Father Brown     
12:35     The Musketeers     
13:30     Call The Midwife     
14:20     Death In Paradise     
15:20     Father Brown     
16:10     The Musketeers     
17:05     Call The Midwife     
18:00     Doctors     
18:30     Doctors     
19:05     Father Brown     
20:00     One Of Us     
21:00     Ripper Street     
21:55     Silent Witness     
22:50     Mad Dogs     
23:40     Doctors  

00:15   Let The Bullets Fly   
02:30   Attila   
04:00   Last Action Hero   
06:15   Airplane vs. Volcano   
08:00   Christmas Twister   
09:30   The Taking Of Pelham 123   
11:30   The Dogs Of War   
13:30   Reign Of Assassins   
15:30   Automata   
17:45   The Taking Of Pelham 123   
20:00   Cradle 2 The Grave   
22:00   Mercenaries   

00:00     Another Period     
00:25     Idiotsitter     
00:50     Chappelle’s Show     
01:15     Tosh.0     
01:40     The Daily Show - Global
Edition     

02:05     John Oliver’s New York
Stand Up Show     
03:00     Workaholics     
03:25     Ridiculousness     
03:50     Ridiculousness     
04:15     Key And Peele     
04:40     Impractical Jokers     
05:05     Ridiculousness     
05:30     Disorderly Conduct: Video
On Patrol     
06:20     Tosh.0     
06:50     Tosh.0     
07:15     Catch A Contractor     
08:05     Impractical Jokers     
08:30     Ridiculousness     
08:55     Disorderly Conduct: Video
On Patrol     
09:45     Nathan For You     
10:10     Nathan For You     
10:35     Ridiculousness     
11:00     Ridiculousness     
11:25     Catch A Contractor     
12:15     Workaholics     
12:40     Workaholics     
13:05     Disorderly Conduct: Video
On Patrol     
13:55     Impractical Jokers     
14:20     Ridiculousness     
14:45     Catch A Contractor     
15:35     Disorderly Conduct: Video
On Patrol     
16:30     Nathan For You     
16:55     Nathan For You     
17:25     Workaholics     
17:50     Lip Sync Battle     
18:15     Lip Sync Battle     
18:39     Tosh.0     
19:03     Tosh.0     
19:27     Urban Tarzan     
19:50     Urban Tarzan     
20:13     Impractical Jokers     
20:37     Ridiculousness     
21:00     The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah     
21:30     I Live With Models     
21:54     John Oliver’s New York
Stand Up Show     
22:42     Tosh.0     
23:05     The Meltdown With Jonah
And Kumail     
23:30     The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah   

00:30     Redesign My Brain     
01:20     Kids Do The Craziest
Things     
01:45     Kids Do The Craziest
Things     
02:10     Pick A Puppy     
02:35     Pick A Puppy     
03:00     Untamed & Uncut     
03:50     Bear Grylls: Born Survivor     
04:40     How It’s Made     
05:05     How It’s Made     
05:30     Dirty Jobs     
06:20     Mythbusters     
07:00     Kids vs Film     
07:25     Doki     
07:50     Too Cute! Pint-Sized     
08:40     How It’s Made     
09:05     How It’s Made     
09:30     Redesign My Brain     
10:20     Mythbusters     
11:10     Dirty Jobs     
12:00     Too Cute! Pint-Sized     
12:50     Bear Grylls: Born Survivor     
13:40     How It’s Made     
14:05     How It’s Made     
14:30     Dirty Jobs     
15:20     Mythbusters     
16:10     Kids vs Film     
16:35     Doki     
17:00     Playhouse Masters     
17:50     Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand     

18:15     Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand     
18:40     Unchained Reaction     
19:30     How It’s Made     
19:55     How It’s Made     
20:20     Mythbusters     
21:10     Playhouse Masters     
22:00     Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand     
22:25     Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand     
22:50     Untamed & Uncut     
23:40     Bear Grylls: Born Survivor  

00:40     Six Degrees Of Murder     
01:30     Dates From Hell     
01:55     Dates From Hell     
02:20     Killer Instinct With Chris
Hansen     
03:10     Behind Closed Doors:
Shocking Secrets     
04:00     Six Degrees Of Murder     
04:48     I Almost Got Away With It     
05:36     True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones     
06:24     I’d Kill For You     
07:12     Love The Way You Lie     
08:00     Evil Online     
08:50     I Almost Got Away With It     
09:40     True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones     
10:30     I’d Kill For You     
11:20     Nowhere To Hide     
12:10     Evil Online     
13:00     Evil Online     
13:50     I Almost Got Away With It     
14:40     True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones     
15:30     I’d Kill For You     
16:20     Love The Way You Lie     
17:10     Your Number’s Up     
18:00     Evil Online     

00:10     Hank Zipzer     
00:35     Binny And The Ghost     
01:00     Violetta     
01:45     The Hive     
01:50     Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch     
02:15     Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch     
02:40     Hank Zipzer     
03:05     Binny And The Ghost     
03:30     Violetta     
04:15     The Hive     
04:20     Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch     
04:45     Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch     
05:10     Hank Zipzer     
05:35     Binny And The Ghost     
06:00     Violetta     
06:45     The Hive     
06:50     Mouk     
07:00     Jessie     
07:25     Jessie     
07:50     Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug And Cat Noir     
08:15     Tsum Tsum Shorts     
08:20     Liv And Maddie     
08:45     Bunk’d     
09:10     Austin & Ally     
09:35     Shake It Up     
10:00     A.N.T. Farm     
10:25     A.N.T. Farm     
10:50     That’s So Raven     
11:15     That’s So Raven     
11:40     Good Luck Charlie     
12:05     Good Luck Charlie     
12:30     Jessie     
12:55     Disney Mickey Mouse     
13:00     The 7D     
13:15     Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug And Cat Noir     
13:40     Hank Zipzer     
14:05     Star Darlings     
14:10     Elena Of Avalor     
14:35     Elena Of Avalor     
15:00     Dog With A Blog     
15:25     Jessie     
15:50     Rolling To The Ronks     
16:15     Hank Zipzer     
16:40     Bunk’d     
17:05     Star Darlings     
17:10     Gravity Falls     
17:35     Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug And Cat Noir     
18:25     Descendants Wicked World     
18:30     Liv And Maddie     
18:55     Disney Mickey Mouse     
19:00     Jessie     
19:25     Star Darlings     
19:30     Best Friends Whenever     
19:55     Descendants Wicked World     
20:00     Dog With A Blog     
20:25     Tsum Tsum Shorts     
20:30     Jessie     
20:55     Liv And Maddie     
21:20     Austin & Ally     
22:10     Girl Meets World     
22:35     H2O: Just Add Water     
23:00     Binny And The Ghost     
23:25     Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch     
23:50     Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch  

00:00     Doc McStuffins     
00:30     Minnie’s Bow-Toons     
00:35     Zou     
00:50     Loopdidoo     
01:05     Art Attack     
01:30     Henry Hugglemonster     
01:45     Calimero     
02:00     Zou     
02:15     Loopdidoo     
02:30     Art Attack     
03:00     Calimero     
03:15     Zou     
03:30     Loopdidoo     
03:45     Art Attack     
04:10     Henry Hugglemonster     
04:20     Calimero     
04:45     Loopdidoo     
05:00     Art Attack     
05:25     Henry Hugglemonster     
05:35     Calimero     
05:50     Zou     
06:00     Loopdidoo     
06:15     Art Attack     
06:35     Henry Hugglemonster     
06:50     Calimero     
07:00     Zou     
07:20     Loopdidoo     
07:35     Art Attack     
08:00     Mickey Mouse Clubhouse     
08:30     Sheriff Callie’s Wild West     
09:00     The Lion Guard     
09:30     Miles From Tomorrow     
09:40     Goldie & Bear     
10:00     Sheriff Callie’s Wild West     
10:10     Doc McStuffins     
10:30     PJ Masks     
10:40     Jake And The Neverland
Pirates     
11:00     Sofia The First     
11:30     Doc McStuffins     
12:00     Goldie & Bear     
12:30     Jake And The Never Land
Pirates     

13:00     The Hive     
13:10     Minnie’s Bow-Toons     
13:15     Sheriff Callie’s Wild West     
13:45     Mickey Mouse Clubhouse     
14:15     Henry Hugglemonster     
14:30     Doc McStuffins     
15:00     Sofia The First     
15:30     Jake And The Never Land
Pirates     
16:00     Mickey Mouse Clubhouse     
16:30     Doc McStuffins     
17:00     The Lion Guard     
17:30     PJ Masks     
18:00     Sofia The First     
18:30     Goldie & Bear     
19:00     Miles From Tomorrow     
19:30     Jake And The Never Land
Pirates     
20:00     Doc McStuffins     
20:30     Mickey Mouse Clubhouse     
21:00     PJ Masks     
21:30     The Lion Guard     
22:00     Sofia The First     

22:30     Sofia The First     
23:00     Sheriff Callie’s Wild West     
23:30     Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   

06:00     Star vs The Forces Of Evil     
06:25     K.C. Undercover     
06:50     The 7D     
07:00     Phineas And Ferb     
07:15     Atomic Puppet     
07:40     Danger Mouse     
07:50     Counterfeit Cat     
08:05     Future Worm     
08:10     Gravity Falls     
08:35     Lab Rats: Bionic Island     
09:00     Supa Strikas     
09:25     Supa Strikas     
09:50     Danger Mouse     
10:20     Annedroids     
10:45     Annedroids     
11:10     Counterfeit Cat     
11:35     K.C. Undercover     
12:00     K.C. Undercover     
12:30     Gravity Falls     
12:55     Lab Rats: Bionic Island     
13:20     Lab Rats: Bionic Island     
13:45     Phineas And Ferb     
14:10     Disney Mickey Mouse     
14:15     Supa Strikas     
14:40     Supa Strikas     
15:05     Lab Rats: Bionic Island     
15:30     Danger Mouse     
15:55     Kirby Buckets     
16:25     K.C. Undercover     
16:50     Annedroids     
17:15     Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything     
17:40     K.C. Undercover     
18:05     Future Worm     
18:10     Gravity Falls     
18:35     Counterfeit Cat     
19:00     Lab Rats: Bionic Island     
19:25     Supa Strikas     
19:55     K.C. Undercover     
20:20     Gamer’s Guide To Pretty

Much Everything     
20:45     Mighty Med     
21:10     Pickle And Peanut     
21:40     Disney Mickey Mouse     
21:45     Guardians Of The Galaxy     
22:10     Marvel Ultimate Spider-Man
vs The Sinister     
22:35     Boyster     
23:00     Programmes Start At
6:00am KSA 

00:20     Aussie Pickers     
01:10     Storage Wars     
01:35     Storage Wars     
02:00     Storage Wars     
02:25     Storage Wars Miami     
02:50     Leepu And Pitbull     
03:40     American Restoration     
04:30     Pawn Stars     
05:00     Billion Dollar Wreck     
06:00     Ice Road Truckers     
06:50     American Pickers     
07:40     Pawn Stars     
08:05     Pawn Stars     
08:30     Storage Wars Texas     
08:55     American Restoration     
09:45     Ultimate Wheels     
10:35     Shipping Wars     
11:00     Shipping Wars     
11:25     Billion Dollar Wreck     
12:15     Swamp People     
13:05     Ax Men     
13:55     Ozzy & Jack’s World Detour     
14:45     Aussie Pickers     
15:35     Pawn Stars     
16:00     American Pickers     
16:50     Storage Wars     
17:15     Storage Wars Miami     
17:40     Mountain Men     
18:30     Billion Dollar Wreck     
19:20     American Pickers     
20:10     Pawn Stars     
20:35     Pawn Stars     
21:00     Mountain Men     
21:50     Forged In Fire     
22:40     Ozzy & Jack’s World Detour     
23:30     Alone   

00:10     Keep It In The Family     
01:00     Emmerdale     
01:30     Coronation Street     
02:00     Coronation Street     
02:30     The Chase     
03:25     5 Star Family Reunion     
04:20     Surprise Surprise     
05:15     The Doctor Blake Mysteries     
06:10     Keep It In The Family     
07:05     The Chase     
08:00     Broadchurch     

00:10     Bangkok Airport     
01:00     Maximum Foodie     
01:25     Top Tables, Top Cities     
01:50     Top Tables, Top Cities     
02:15     Eat Street     
02:40     Cruise Ship Diaries     
03:30     Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen     
03:55     George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces     
04:45     Places We Go     
05:10     Places We Go     
05:35     Carnival Eats     
06:00     Carnival Eats     
06:25     Maverick Chef     
06:50     Maximum Foodie     
07:15     Top Tables, Top Cities     
07:40     Top Tables, Top Cities     
08:05     Eat Street     
08:30     Cruise Ship Diaries     
09:20     Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen     
09:45     George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces     
10:35     Places We Go     
11:00     Places We Go     
11:25     Carnival Eats     
11:50     Carnival Eats     
12:15     Maverick Chef     
12:40     What’s For Sale?     
13:05     Top Tables, Top Cities     
13:35     Top Tables, Top Cities     
14:00     Eat Street     
14:30     Cruise Ship Diaries     
15:25     Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen     
15:50     Route Awakening     
16:20     Route Awakening     
16:45     Places We Go     
17:15     Places We Go     
17:40     Carnival Eats     
18:10     Carnival Eats     
18:35     Maverick Chef     
19:05     Eat Street     
19:30     Miguel’s Tropical Kitchen     
20:00     Route Awakening     
20:25     Route Awakening     
20:50     Places We Go     
21:15     Places We Go     
21:40     Carnival Eats     
22:05     Carnival Eats     
22:30     Maverick Chef     
22:55     What’s For Sale?     
23:20     Top Tables, Top Cities     
23:45     Top Tables, Top Cities    

00:00     Robbie Coltrane’s Critical
Evidence     
01:00     Gangsters: America’s Most
Evil     
02:00     Born To Kill     
03:00     Gangs Of Britain...     
04:00     Robbie Coltrane’s Critical
Evidence     
05:00     Gangsters: America’s Most
Evil     
06:00     Born To Kill     
07:00     The First 48     
08:00     Beyond Scared Straight     
09:00     Homicide Hunter     
10:00     The First 48     
11:00     It Takes A Killer     
11:30     Frenemies     
12:00     Crimes That Shook
Australia     
13:00     Britain’s Biggest Heists     
14:00     Beyond Scared Straight     
15:00     Homicide Hunter     
16:00     It Takes A Killer     
16:30     Frenemies     
17:00     The First 48     
18:00     Britain’s Biggest Heists     
19:00     Crimes That Shook
Australia     
20:00     Beyond Scared Straight     
21:00     It Takes A Killer     
21:30     Frenemies     
22:00     Homicide Hunter     
23:00     The Jail: 60 Days In    

18:50     I Almost Got Away With It     
19:40     True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones     
20:30     I’d Kill For You     
21:20     Love The Way You Lie     
22:10     Disappeared     
23:00     Steven Avery: Innocent Or
Guilty?     
23:50     Killer Confessions     

00:20     Street Outlaws     
01:10     Gold Rush     
02:00     Deadliest Catch     
02:50     Railroad Australia     
03:40     Fast N’ Loud     
04:30     Extreme Collectors     
05:00     Deals, Wheels And Steals     
05:30     How Do They Do It?     
06:00     Deadliest Catch     
06:50     Street Outlaws     
07:40     Fast N’ Loud     
08:30     Gold Divers     
09:20     Extreme Collectors     
09:45     Deals, Wheels And Steals     
10:10     How Do They Do It?     
10:35     Gold Rush     
11:25     Deadliest Catch     
12:15     Railroad Australia     
13:05     Deals, Wheels And Steals     
13:30     Storage Hunters     
13:55     Extreme Collectors     
14:20     Alaskan Bush People     
15:10     Gold Divers     
16:00     Deadliest Catch     
16:50     Fast N’ Loud     
17:40     Street Outlaws     
18:30     Deals, Wheels And Steals     
18:55     How Do They Do It?     
19:20     Gold Divers     
20:10     Storage Hunters     
20:35     Extreme Collectors     
21:00     Survive That!     
21:50     Dive Wars Australia     
22:40     Running Wild With Bear
Grylls     
23:30     Fast N’ Loud     

00:00     Mystery Diners     
00:30     Mystery Diners     
01:00     Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives     
01:30     Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives     
02:00     Man Fire Food     
02:30     Man Fire Food     
03:00     Chopped     
04:00     Guy’s Grocery Games     
05:00     Roadtrip With G. Garvin     
05:30     Roadtrip With G. Garvin     
06:00     Chopped     
07:00     Barefoot Contessa     
07:30     Barefoot Contessa     
08:00     The Kitchen     
09:00     Anna Olson: Bake     
09:30     Anna Olson: Bake     
10:00     Chopped     
11:00     Guy’s Big Bite     
11:30     Guy’s Big Bite     
12:00     Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives     
12:30     Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives     
13:00     Man Fire Food     
13:30     Man Fire Food     
14:00     Chopped     
15:00     The Kitchen     
16:00     Anna Olson: Bake     
16:30     Anna Olson: Bake     
17:00     Chopped     
18:00     Iron Chef America     
19:00     Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives     
19:30     Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives     
20:00     Man Finds Food     
20:30     Man Finds Food     
21:00     Man v Food     
21:30     Man v Food     
22:00     Iron Chef America     
23:00     Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives     
23:30     Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives  

09:00     5 Star Family Reunion     
10:00     The Doctor Blake Mysteries     
10:55     Keep It In The Family     
11:50     The Chase     
12:45     Emmerdale     
13:15     Coronation Street     
13:45     Coronation Street     
14:15     Keep It In The Family     
15:10     The Chase     
16:00     Broadchurch     
16:55     Doc Martin     
17:50     The Doctor Blake Mysteries     
18:45     Emmerdale     
19:15     Coronation Street     
19:45     Coronation Street     
20:10     The Chase     
21:00     Broadchurch     
21:55     Doc Martin     
22:50     Emmerdale     
23:15     Coronation Street     
23:40     Coronation Street     

00:00     America’s Book Of Secrets     
01:00     Ancient Aliens     
02:00     The Universe: Ancient
Mysteries Solved     
03:00     Ancient Discoveries     
03:50     World War II: Lost Films     
04:40     True Monsters     
05:30     America’s Book Of Secrets     
06:20     Cities Of The Underworld     
07:10     Ancient Discoveries     
08:00     America’s Book Of Secrets     
09:00     The Universe: Ancient
Mysteries Solved     
10:00     Ancient Discoveries     
11:00     World War II: Lost Films     
12:00     Shaun Ryder On UFOs     
13:00     Ancient Aliens     
14:00     The Universe: Ancient
Mysteries Solved     
15:00     Ancient Discoveries     
16:00     World War II: Lost Films     
17:00     Shaun Ryder On UFOs     

18:00     Ancient Aliens     
19:00     Ancient Aliens     
20:00     The Universe: Ancient
Mysteries Solved     
21:00     Ancient Discoveries     
22:00     World War II: Lost Films     
23:00     Ancient Aliens: The Ultimate 

04:45     Ultimate Survival Alaska     
05:40     Don’t Tell My Mother     
06:05     Don’t Tell My Mother     
06:35     Live Free Or Die     
07:30     Big Fix Alaska     
08:25     America’s Lost Treasures     
09:20     Ultimate Survival Alaska     
10:15     Big Fish, Texas     
11:10     Wicked Tuna: North vs
South     
12:05     Air Crash Investigation     
13:00     America’s Lost Treasures     
14:00     Big Fix Alaska     
15:00     Live Free Or Die     
16:00     Big Fish, Texas     
17:00     Wicked Tuna: North vs
South     
18:00     Air Crash Investigation     
19:00     Live Free Or Die     
20:00     Big Fish, Texas     
20:50     Wicked Tuna: North vs
South     
21:40     Air Crash Investigation     
22:30     Live Free Or Die     
23:20     Don’t Tell My Mother     
23:45     Don’t Tell My Mother   

00:00     Uncle Buck     
00:30     Scrubs     
01:00     Scrubs     
01:30     Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll     
02:00     Modern Family     
02:30     You’re The Worst     
03:00     2 Broke Girls     
03:30     The Simpsons     
04:00     Fresh Off The Boat     
04:30     The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon     
05:30     George Lopez     
06:00     Galavant     
06:30     Community     
07:00     Late Night With Seth
Meyers     
08:00     Fresh Off The Boat     
08:30     George Lopez     
09:00     2 Broke Girls     
09:30     Crowded     
10:00     Modern Family     
10:30     Community     
11:00     The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon     
12:00     Galavant     
12:30     Fresh Off The Boat     
13:00     George Lopez     
13:30     Community     
14:00     The Simpsons     
14:30     Crowded     
15:00     Modern Family     
15:30     Scrubs     
16:00     Scrubs     
16:30     Galavant     
17:00     Late Night With Seth
Meyers     
18:00     2 Broke Girls     
18:30     The Simpsons     
19:00     Crowded     
19:30     Modern Family     
20:00     The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon     
21:00     Scrubs     
21:30     Scrubs     
22:00     Ballers     
22:30     Ballers     
23:00     You’re The Worst     
23:30     Late Night With Seth
Meyers
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KNCC PROGRAMME FROM
THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(17/11/2016 TO 23/11/2016)

SHARQIA-1
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     12:30 PM
BLEED FOR THIS                                                                                                                2:15 PM
TROLLS                                                                                                                                   4:45 PM
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     6:45 PM
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     8:45 PM
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     10:30 PM
BLEED FOR THIS                                                                                                                12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          1:30 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          4:15 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          7:00 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          9:45 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          12:30 AM

SHARQIA-3
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          12:30 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          3:15 PM
AE DIL HAI MUSHKIL -Hindi                                                                                        6:00 PM
THU+FRI+SAT
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          6:00 PM
NO THU+FRI+SAT
BLEED FOR THIS                                                                                                                9:00 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          11:30 PM

MUHALAB-1
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          11:30 AM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          2:00 PM
TROLLS                                                                                                                                   4:45 PM
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     6:45 PM
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     8:30 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          10:15 PM
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     1:00 AM

MUHALAB-2
BLEED FOR THIS                                                                                                                12:00 PM
TROLLS                                                                                                                                   3:00 PM
THU+FRI+SAT
BLEED FOR THIS                                                                                                                2:30 PM
NO THU+FRI+SAT
FORCE 2 - Hindi                                                                                                                 5:00 PM
BLEED FOR THIS                                                                                                                7:30 PM
BLEED FOR THIS                                                                                                                10:00 PM
BLEED FOR THIS                                                                                                                12:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          1:00 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          3:45 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          6:30 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          9:15 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          12:05 AM

FANAR-1
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     1:00 PM
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     2:45 PM
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     4:30 PM
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     6:15 PM
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     8:00 PM
BLEED FOR THIS                                                                                                                9:45 PM
ATTEEJ (Kuwaiti Film)                                                                                                     12:15 AM

FANAR-2
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          12:15 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          3:00 PM
FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM                                          5:45 PM

Arrival Flights on Sunday 20/11/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time

KAC 776 Riyadh 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
THY 772 Istanbul 00:55
KAC 102 London 00:55
MSC 411 Asyut 01:00
KAC 742 Dammam 01:00
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50
DLH 635 Doha 01:55
PGT 858 Istanbul 02:00
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 02:05
MSC 405 Sohag 02:30
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
KAC 284 Dhaka 04:55
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:20
KAC 354 BLR 05:20
QTR 8511 Doha 05:45
THY 770 Istanbul 05:55
KAC 384 Delhi 06:05
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:20
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 06:25
BAW 157 London 06:40
FDB 053 Dubai 07:45
KAC 302 Mumbai 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:40
KAC 382 Delhi 08:45
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
KAC 362 Colombo 09:05
KAC 352 Kochi 09:10
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:40
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
IRC 528 Ahwaz 10:05
MSC 415 Sohag 10:15
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
KAC 774 Riyadh 11:05
MSC 403 Asyut 11:15
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
KAC 618 Doha 11:50
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
KAC 744 Dammam 12:10
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30
JZR 561 Sohag 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
KAC 680 Dubai 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 13:30
KAC 564 Amman 13:40
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40
KAC 542 Cairo 14:45
KAC 672 Dubai 14:50
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55

KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 15:05
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:50
KAC 154 Istanbul 15:55
QTR 1072 Doha 16:10
KAC 788 Jeddah 16:20
FDB 051 Dubai 16:25
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:25
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
KAC 792 Madinah 16:55
KAC 118 New York 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:45
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
FDB 063 Dubai 18:10
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
QTR 8513 Doha 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
JZR 483 Istanbul 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
KAC 104 London 19:50
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KAC 694 Muscat 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:10
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
KAC 562 Amman 20:40
KAC 172 Frankfurt 20:45
MSR 606 Luxor 20:45
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:45
JAI 572 Mumbai 20:55
KAC 786 Jeddah 21:15
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
ALK 229 Colombo 21:25
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
KAC 676 Dubai 21:45
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
QTR 1082 Doha 22:00
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:05
KLM 417 Amsterdam 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
JZR 241 Amman 22:45
JZR 185 Dubai 23:15
KAC 156 Istanbul 23:25
KAC 544 Cairo 23:30
PIA 205 Lahore 23:40
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45
BBC 043 Dhaka 23:50
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:50
FDB 5055 Dubai 23:50

Departure Flights on Sunday 20/11/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
KAC 513 Tehran 00:10

FDB 072 Dubai 00:40
FDB 5054 Dubai 00:50
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:50
MSC 412 Asyut 01:55
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
THY 773 Istanbul 02:25
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
PGT 859 Istanbul 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
KKK 6505 Istanbul 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00
MSR 613 Cairo 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSC 406 Sohag 04:30
QTR 1077 Doha 04:40
KAC 103 London 04:45
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:55
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
CEB 0015 Manila 05:20
QTR 1087 Doha 05:50
JZR 560 Sohag 06:05
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
KAC 153 Istanbul 06:50
UAE 874 Dubai 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
KAC 171 Frankfurt 07:05
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
QTR 8512 Doha 07:15
KAC 541 Cairo 07:15
KAC 773 Riyadh 07:30
KAC 617 Doha 08:00
KAC 563 Amman 08:00
KAC 679 Dubai 08:10
BAW 156 London 08:55
FDB 054 Dubai 08:55
KAC 743 Dammam 09:00
KAC 101 London 09:45
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:55
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:55
KAC 501 Beirut 10:00
KAC 671 Dubai 10:05
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10
KAC 613 Bahrain 10:10
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
JZR 482 Istanbul 10:35
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:40
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
IRC 29 Ahwaz 11:05
MSC 416 Sohag 11:15
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
KAC 791 Madinah 12:05
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:05
MSC 404 Asyut 12:15
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
JZR 176 Dubai 13:45

KAC 155 Istanbul 13:50
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 693 Muscat 14:30
KAC 561 Amman 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
KAC 785 Jeddah 15:15
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25
QTR 1079 Doha 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KAC 543 Cairo 16:00
KAC 283 Dhaka 16:15
KAC 357 Kochi 16:20
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:30
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
JZR 240 Amman 17:15
FDB 052 Dubai 17:25
QTR 1073 Doha 17:40
KAC 363 Colombo 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
JZR 538 Cairo 17:45
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
KAC 353 BLR 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:40
FDB 064 Dubai 19:05
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:15
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
KAC 383 Delhi 20:30
FDB 058 Dubai 20:35
QTR 8514 Doha 20:40
KAC 775 Riyadh 20:45
OMA 648 Muscat 21:10
KAC 205 Islamabad 21:25
QTR 1089 Doha 21:35
DLH 634 Doha 21:35
MSR 619 Alexandria 21:45
KAC 741 Dammam 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
JAI 571 Mumbai 21:55
KAC 351 Kochi 22:00
KAC 783 Jeddah 22:10
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
KAC 413 Bangkok 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KAC 381 Delhi 22:45
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:45
UAE 860 Dubai 22:55
JZR 502 Luxor 22:55

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 04:51
Shorook 06:13
Duhr: 11:33
Asr: 14:32
Maghrib: 16:52
Isha: 18:12

I, Pedro Domingo Dias s/o
Domingo Dias holder of
Indian Passport No.
G3441110 and Civil ID No.
268113001912 has changed
my name Pedru Domingo
Diasy to Pedro Domingo Dias
herein after in all my dealings
and documents, I will be
known by name of Pedro
Domingo Dias. (C 5233)
18-11-2016

I, NAZEEMA MOHAMMED
holder of Indian Passport No.
L-4904837 and Civil ID No.
278022005597 has changed
my name from NAZEEMA
MOHAMMED to
NASIMUNNISA hereinafter in
all my dealings and docu-
ments, I will be known by
name of NASIMUNNISA. 
(C 5234)
17-11-2016

I, Jujar Abbasbhai
Dahodwala s/o Abbasbhai
Dahodwala holder of Indian
Passport No. H8465779 and
Civil ID No. 268111401621
has change my surname to
Jujar Abbasbhai Dalrotiwala
here in after. In all my deal-
ings and documents I will be

1- Accountant
• Bachelor degree in accounting
• Experience in computer software 

2- Chemist
• Bachelor degree in chemistry
• Experience in computer software

3- Forklift drivers
• With (construction driving licence).

4- Drivers 
• With (Kuwaiti driving license & knowledge
of Kuwait areas).

5- Assistant store keeper

The candidate should be below 35 years, having transferable
residence, with 2 years experience, read & write English.

REQUIRED
FOR A MANUFACTURING CO.

Contact No. 24710120 Or Send C.V To Fax No. 24761261

CHANGE OF NAME

SITUATION WANTED

Purchase Manager experi-
ence 20 years from Jordan,
seeking job in one of the
leading construction co.
Contact:  99061637
(C 5235)

A Mechanical Engineer
with over 6 years Kuwait
work experience in Sales
having Kuwait driving
license, looking for senior
sales engineer job. Contact:
Subhas 94039171 (C 5236)
20-11-2016

known by name of Jujar
Abbasbhai Dalrotiwala. 
C 5231)

I, Shaik Mushtaaq s/o Shaik
Yousuf holder of Indian
Passport No. G3955355 Civil
ID No. 276030802124 has
changed my name to Shaik
Mukthar herein after in all my
dealings and docements. I
will be known by name of
Shaik Mukthar s/o Shaik
Yousuf. (C 5232)
16-11-2016
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This is a good day to get things done, especially around your living area. You
have good eye-hand coordination and seem determined to give a sus-

tained effort to whatever task you choose. There may be some repair or yard work to do
today and you will want to do these things before the winter begins. You may also be
close to finishing a project this weekend. If you are not tending to chores today, this after-
noon is a good time to enjoy the out-of-doors and perhaps-exercise a bit. This is a remark-
able time for you. It is almost as though some shakeup has been going on in your life. You
feel good and you feel good about your life. Your realm of influence will widen and your
house of pleasure will deepen and become more meaningful.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You may have noticed that your old zest is back and your social life is picking
up-you will seek out new people, maybe even a new job. Being more involved with neigh-
bors or siblings satisfies a deep emotional need. A new cycle begins for you, signaling a
greater than usual interest in relationships, social connections and the arts. A family
squabble helps to show off your problem-solving abilities. You are able to see both sides
of an issue. The situation calls for understanding and compromise. Marriage and other
close relationships come to your attention today as you express your appreciation for oth-
er people in your life. This is a time to enjoy and appreciate your ties to others, and to seek
and promote harmony.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

It may be time to reschedule some of your previous plans so that a loved
one can get more attention. This could mean you cancel an activity so you can pay more
attention to a young person today. It could also mean that you just need more rest and
you have agreed to entirely too many things. You may have noticed that a rigid timetable
leaves you inflexible. If you cannot answer school questions for a young person, there are
people that can. You can find the help that is needed at the library or a nearby junior col-
lege. You are a solid supporter, always gravitating to the heart of things. This evening you
have some personal chores, perhaps a hobby to tend to, and others had better step aside.
You will find plenty of time to relax and communicate tonight.  

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You could spend a lot of time planning about how to reach a particular goal
or how you would encourage others to become involved with some project. There may be
some difficulty in getting a plan formulated. Once you firm up your plans, you will see
quick and positive outcomes. If all of this involves the betterment of a community, you
may find yourself helping others. This could mean a neighborhood improvement plan or
some charity drive. Dust off the old hobby; there will be a new interest among old friends
regarding this hobby. Meetings and long conversations present opportunities to learn
new techniques and make demonstrations to show off these techniques. Clear up any
misunderstanding with a loved one this evening. Enjoy your music.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Some things are slow today. Slow will seem fast to a snail, unless you are
another snail. Things have to happen at their own pace and eventually, when you least
expect it, a secret dream or wish will come true. You may feel inward and more like sharing
some time with your lover or with close friends. You may be feeling more reflective than
expressive. Close relationships will certainly take on more emotional depth. Feeling cared
for and needed is comfortable; the lack of these things can cause a natural feeling of
uneasiness. You have the opportunity to help a friend this afternoon. There is a chance to
understand those around you and to have a special time with someone you love. General
good feelings make for a pleasant time.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You have a high burn rate when it comes to questions of your independ-
ence and autonomy. If you are the young person and expect to be granted some time
away from home this evening, see to it your chores are out of the way before you begin
securing your plans. If you are the parent, set a time limit and trust your insights. You may
find a positive avenue for your energies today, possibly through some form of invention.
Taking the time to think through big decisions today is a positive move. You make your
way through ideas and concepts. With a calm attitude you can express your thoughts to
others quite well; good results happen. Your home environment, friends and surround-
ings receive your attention this evening. A young person will make you laugh.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You might decide to rise early for an early morning run, especially if there is
someone to run with you. Otherwise, it could be afternoon before anyone sees your lazy
head. This is a great time to relax and plan the weekends ahead. Divvy up the chores so
that no one person has too many things to do before a special occasion, and of course,
you delight in doing your own share of any decorating. If you are traveling, there are still
some arrangements to be made. You may be asked for your advice regarding gift issues.
You will easily be able to handle this by setting financial limits for everyone. You may offer
some help for a shopping expedition-ideas, really are all that is needed. There are some
pleasant surprises this evening. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

There is much to motivate you at this time. There is a fantastic opportunity
to see, feel or experience some new product that many have not yet seen. The majority of
your time is spent in just doing whatever you want to do for today. At first, it may seem as
though you have no focus, but the reality of it is that you are not use to being so relaxed
and free of responsibilities. Allow others to do for you-you will in turn, do for them.
Birthdays are not always for the birthday gal or guy; tradition and camaraderie is an impor-
tant gift for you to give. Now, busy yourself in something fun or go visit a friend while oth-
ers do your chores. The rest of the day may be spent in broadcasting to friends your new
discovery. Celebrate! Happy birthday!

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Now may be good for setting aside some time for a physical checkup. If you
have other family members to care for, you might consider fitting in eye

exams as well. Health, food and physical condition come under scrutiny and you work to
give this much attention. At the grocery store, you can pick out those low calorie foods
that will help you and your family feel good-careful, some of them are full of hidden sug-
ars. You can expect a little boost, some sort of extra support or recognition from those
around you, for whatever you choose to do today. This evening you may feel that you are
in touch and in harmony with others; the lines of communication are open. Relax with
loved ones tonight; good conversation over a home-cooked meal can be appreciated.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

It is a wonderful day for a wedding and if you are not attending a wedding,
you could be helping to plan a wedding for your best friend. Sharing some fun plans with
some of your other friends may bring out your best imagination, at least when it comes to
ideas and thoughts. This is a wonderful time to add to a collection or to sell part of a collec-
tion. If you do not have kids, you could find yourself entertaining your friend's kids. A city
library could be having an annual sale and this may give you the opportunity to purchase
some old edition for your own private book collection. Traveling a short distance with your
loved ones to a craft or art show will fill your day with good memories for the future that

will last a lifetime.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

A touch of financial genius can result in phenomenally successful invest-
ments. One way or another, changes in your financial status are in the near

future-taxes, investments, debts or legacies play a part in this. You have put off making a
special phone call, but before they contact you or before you are embarrassed, it may be
that now is the best time to dial that phone number. There is no time like the present to
mend fences, so to speak, or to secure a relationship. The journey of ten thousand miles
begins with a single phone call, says confucius bell. Charisma is highlighted today-you
develop a deeper understanding of many of life's mysteries and taboos. You have a clear

vision into your own inner sense of values, how you appreciate and love.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Emotional security and a sense of belonging and nurturing are the issues
felt instinctively now. You want roots and you crave a sense of intimate connection that
will last. This may culminate in looking for a home instead of renting. Perhaps you have
been feeling more secure in your job as well. You are a fireball of energy. There are many
things you want to accomplish and you do them all with great ease. Household actions
are in focus and you are also busy with holiday activities. A romantic partner from your
past is in touch and you consider rekindling old sparks. There is a chance to understand
those around you and to have a special time with someone you love. General good feel-
ings of support and harmony make this a happy time.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1436

ACROSS
1. South American armadillo with three bands

of bony plates.
5. (informal) Very bad.
11. A special way of doing something.
15. Tear down so as to make flat with the

ground.
16. National capital of Kiribati.
17. A genus of Mustelidae.
18. Antelope with white markings like a har-

ness and twisted horns.
19. Antineoplastic drug (trade name Elspar)

sometimes used to treat lymphoblastic
leukemia.

20. Not in action or at work.
21. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part

of an organism.
23. Any ameba of the genus Endamoeba.
25. 16th President of the United States.
27. The azimuth of a celestial body is the angle

between the vertical plane containing it
and the plane of the meridian.

28. A doctor's degree in dental surgery.
29. The function or position properly or cus-

tomarily occupied or served by another.
30. A Loloish language.
34. The inside lower horizontal surface (as of a

room or hallway).
37. New Zealand conifer.
40. A Loloish language.
42. Of or involving the rectum.
44. Being one more than fifty.
45. A logarithmic unit of sound intensity.
46. An early form of modern jazz (originating

around 1940).
47. A former agency (from 1946 to 1974) that

was responsible for research into atomic
energy and its peacetime uses in the
United States.

48. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
49. Cheap showy jewelry or ornament or

clothing.
52. A small carriage in which a baby or child is

pushed around.
56. The head or top of a mast.
59. Sour or bitter in taste.
60. Before noon.
62. The federal agency that insures residential

mortgages.
63. (used of count nouns) Every one consid-

ered individually.
65. A family of Sino-Tibetan languages spoken

in southeastern Asia.
69. An officer who acts as military assistant to a

more senior officer.
73. Title for a civil or military leader (especially

in Turkey).
74. An esoteric or occult matter that is tradi-

tionally secret.
78. A container.
79. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat

trimmed off.
81. A nucleic acid consisting of large mole-

cules shaped like a double helix.
82. (informal) Of the highest quality.
83. The academic world.
84. A metric unit of length equal to 10,000

meters.

DOWN
1. Wild sheep of semidesert regions in central

Asia.
2. United States physicist (born in Austria) who

proposed the exclusion principle (thus
providing a theoretical basis for the peri-
odic table) (1900-1958).

3. Of or relating to or characteristic of Asia or
the peoples of Asia or their languages or
culture.

4. (informal) `johnny' was applied as a nick-
name for Confederate soldiers by the
Federal soldiers in the American Civil War.

5. English writer (1672-1729).
6. Genus of mainly American more-or-less suc-

culent herbs.
7. The bureau of the Treasury Department

responsible for tax collections.
8. Greek mythology.
9. A festival featuring African-American cul-

ture.
10. A unit of length equal to 3 feet.
11. God of dawn and light.
12. (Greek mythology) The god of the under-

world in ancient mythology.
13. Agency of the United States government

charged with mediating disputes between
management and labor.

14. (Greek mythology) Goddess of the earth
and mother of Cronus and the Titans in
ancient mythology.

22. The 3 goddesses of fate or destiny.
24. Hormone secreted by the posterior pitu-

itary gland (trade name Pitressin) and also
by nerve endings in the hypothalamus.

26. A lump of material formed from the con-
tent of a liquid.

31. Scottish sea captain who was hired to pro-
tect British shipping in the Indian Ocean
and then was accused of piracy and
hanged (1645-1701).

32. An irritable petulant feeling.
33. Of surpassing excellence.
35. A facial expression of contempt or scorn.
36. English scholastic philosopher and

assumed author of Occam's Razor (1285-
1349).

38. Primitive chlorophyll-containing mainly
aquatic eukaryotic organisms lacking true
stems and roots and leaves.

39. A crown-like jewelled headdress worn by
women on formal occasions.

41. Make less active or intense.
43. A white soft metallic element that tarnish-

es readily.
50. (sports) With hand brought forward and up

from below shoulder level.
51. A member of a Caddo people formerly liv-

ing in north central Texas.
53. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake

Chad.
54. A gonadotropic hormone that is secreted

by the anterior pituitary.
55. Resinlike substance secreted by certain lac

insects.
57. A derogatory term used by Jews to refer to

non-Jewish women.
58. A hard gray lustrous metallic element that

is highly corrosion-resistant.
61. Possessing or using or characteristic of or

appropriate to supernatural powers.
64. The blood group whose red cells carry

both the A and B antigens.
66. A native or inhabitant of Denmark.
67. A lyric poet.
68. On or toward the lee.
70. Severe diabetes mellitus with an early

onset.
71. Declare untrue.
72. Mild yellow Dutch cheese made in balls.
75. A drug combination found in some over-

the-counter headache remedies (Aspirin
and Phenacetin and Caffeine).

76. The cry made by sheep.
77. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.
80. Being one more than one.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955
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The 41-year-old rapper - real name Jaime Luis
Gomez - has revealed a trip to the emergency
room when he thought he had the flu ended

up saving him from stage two testicular cancer.
Speaking to People magazine, Taboo said: "It all
started with a pain in my back and abdomen. I was
so busy working that I wasn't worried about it, but I
went to the emergency room to get checked out."
After a series of tests in 2014, doctors diagnosed the
'Where Is the Love?' hitmaker with the stage two
cancer - which means the cancerous cells have
spread from the testicle to nearby lymph nodes in
the abdomen or pelvis.  Taboo says that his fellow
Black Eyed Peas bandmate will.i.am "instantly

reached out" to help him. He continued: "The very
next day I went into surgery to have the 'mother
ship' removed. But my fight had just begun. "My
family and the group were all in shock, but will.i.am
instantly reached out to a great doctor who helped
me figure out a treatment plan. I was racing against
the clock." After 12 weeks of "aggressive"
chemotherapy, the 'I Gotta Feeling' musician - who
is joined in the band by will.i.am, apl.de.ap, and
Fergie - has been cancer-free for two years, and is
hoping to use his experience to "inspire others" in
his position.

Taboo opens up 
on battle with cancer

The 49-year-old musician and actress
Nicole, 49, share two children togeth-
er - Sunday, eight, and Faith, five -

and Keith is constantly amazed by how his
wife handles being a parent. Speaking to
'Entertainment Tonight' at the premiere for
Nicole's new movie 'Lion' on Wednesday,
he said: "[She's] an incredible mom. Loving,
maternal, and [she's] teaching me a lot
about how to raise children, especially girls.
"I have no reference for girls. I grew up in a
house of boys, so it's quite the learning
curve." And the 'Eyes Wide Shut' actress
says she's constantly getting fashion advice
from her two young daughters. She said: "I
would go to the school to pick them up,

and they'd be like, 'Please don't pick me up
in sweatpants or jeans,' They're like, 'Can
you just get dressed up and do your hair
and put on makeup and wear heels?'
"Nicole - who also has two adopted chil-
dren Isabella, 23, and Connor, 21, from her
former marriage to Tom Cruise - previously
spoke about her role in 'Lion', in which she
plays an adoptive mother, saying she could
completely relate to the character due to
her own experience of adoption. She said:
"I can see now, for 'Lion', that it was impor-
tant to me because I'm a mother with
adopted children. This movie is a love letter
to my children.

Keith Urban says Kidman
is an 'incredible' mother

Mariah Carey and
James Packer 
settlement talks
break down

The singer and the billionaire businessman
recently ended their engagement and were
reported to be in negotiations for a financial

settlement for Mariah, who wanted $50 million after
claiming she had to uproot her life and move to Los
Angeles for him. TMZ reports that James insists
there is "no legal basis" for him to pay Mariah any-
thing as they weren't married. However, she has
accused him of being a "lying opportunist" and
claimed he used her fame to help secure lucrative
business deals. Mariah, 46, was said to have been
left "blindsided" when James called off their
engagement. A source recently said: "The split has
been devastating for Mariah. She loved James and
was planning to marry him. She made life changes
for this man to prepare for their future as husband
and wife, even relocating to Los Angeles, at James'
request, so he could be closer to his children.
"Everything she has done over the past year is to
prove how fully committed she is to their life
together. She really wanted this to work. And then,
completely out of the blue, it imploded."

Tobey Maguire

splashes out 
$12,995,000 m
on luxury home 

The 41-year-old actor recently split from Jennifer
Mayer after nine years of marriage and after they sold
their Santa Monica home for $3 million, Tobey spent

$12,995,000 on a luxury home in Brentwood, California.
Trulia reports that the six-bedroom, nine-bathroom resi-
dence has a wine cellar, gym, library, and barbecue area
and an infinity pool. Tobey and Jennifer announced their
split last month and said their two children - Ruby, nine,
and Otis, seven - are their top priority. In a joint statement,
they said: "After much soul searching and consideration we
have made the decision to separate as a couple. "As devot-
ed parents, our first priority remains raising our children
together with enduring love, respect and friendship." The
couple tied the knot in 2007 - four years after they met - in
a ceremony in Hawaii in front of their close family and
friends. The actor has remained tight-lipped about his per-
sonal life throughout his career but previously gave an
insight into their family life. Speaking about welcoming
their first child, he said at the time: "It's a very dramatic
change. My whole life is in transition now with friendships
and where I'm gonna live, you know? Just your whole per-
spective. It's great. Ruby's so adorable. She's just a smiley,
little beautiful thing."

Lauren Jauregui
has come out 
as bisexual 

The Fifth Harmony singer discussed her sexuality
in an open letter on Billboard.com, in which she
blasted those who voted for Donald Trump in

the recent US presidential election. She wrote: "I am a
bisexual Cuban-American woman and I am so proud
of it. I am proud to be part of a community that only
projects love and education and the support of one
another." Directly addressing those who supported
Trump, she added: "To every single Trump supporter
trying to say that voting for Trump does not mean
that you are racist, homophobic, sexist, xenophobic,
a******s... that you just like the way he didn't really
care what people thought and just said whatever he
wanted... that he wasn't a politician, so he wasn't part
of the establishment and didn't have corrupt money
backing him. This is for you: "Your words are worth-
less, because your actions have led to the single-
handed destruction of all the progress we've made
socially as a nation. You have, with your pure igno-
rance and refusal to understand the way the govern-
ment and the world works, allowed a power-hungry
business tycoon to take over the United States of
America. The land of the free, the home of the brave,
under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for
ALL. You are HYPOCRITES."

Lady Gaga suffers 
from chronic pain

The 30-year-old singer took to Instagram to reveal that
she is dealing with the health issue but said that she
draws strength from thinking about her late Aunt

Joanne who died of lupus at just 19 and her loved ones,
including manager Bobby Campbell. She wrote: "Having a
frustrating day with chronic pain, but I find myself feeling
so blessed to have such strong intelligent female doctors. I
think about Joanne too and her strength and the day gets
a little easier. Plus I got @wanaynay by my side. 'Hey Girl,
we can make it easy if we lift each other.'" Gaga's new
album 'Joanne' is named after her late aunt and she recent-
ly said the track 'Joanne' helped her father to deal with his
grief over her death. Gaga said: "[The first time I played
'Joanne'] I looked over at him and he just looked at me like,
'How did you know that? How did you know that's what I
wanted to say?'" And the 'Perfect Illusion' musician said
that although she never met her aunt, she felt "connected"
to her through her father, and wrote the song in the hopes
that it would be "healing" for him.

Marc Anthony and 

De Lima separate

According to E! News, the pair - who tied the knot in
2014 - separated a few months ago. However, the split
comes as a surprise, as in September, Shannon, 28,

posted a gushing message on Instagram to celebrate her
spouse's 48th birthday. She wrote: "Thank you for sharing
your life with me...and for being the best husband and friend
someone could wish for." Marc was previously married to
Dayanara Torres, the mother of his sons Cristian and Ryan, and
Jennifer Lopez, with whom he has twins Max and Emme. This
week Marc and Jennifer shocked fans when they kissed on
stage at the Latin Grammy Awards. The pair stunned the
crowd when they shared a kiss at the event, which took place
at the T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas after they performed
'Olvidame y Pega la Vuelta', a classic Pimpinela song. Jennifer
also presented her ex with the Person of the Year award for his
longstanding career and told the crowd: "Marc is a living leg-
end. He is a magical and pure artist giving away classics that
will stay forever. He will always be many things in my life."
Meanwhile, Jennifer previously spoke about the "nostalgia"
they feel when they sing together. 
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Al Maknoon Company launched its new visionary
concept in the world of furniture and design at its
/2D showroom, located in Al Tilal Mall (Shuwaikh) -

reflecting its slogan "Discovering New Dimensions in the
world of Furniture". The event was attended by VIP cus-
tomers along with media representatives.  

During the event, the company stressed on its continu-
ous aim to offer comprehensive quality solutions coupled
with after-sale services to meet customers' needs and
expectations. Besides, the company unveiled its new
dimensions in design that combines Italian elegance with
German quality. The /2D studio offers the biggest collec-
tion of contemporary designs, including: walking closets,
bedrooms, living rooms, reception, dining tables, wall
paper, curtains (fabric) and other decorative accessories to
add a distinctive touch to interior spaces. 

Moreover, /2D's expert team of interior designers will
provide the best consultancy services that help customers
to design and decorate their homes according to their spe-
cific requirements. It's worth noting that Al Maknoon Co.
has been in the local market for more than 10 years, and
was the sole agent for international trademarks like
(Hulsta) (Rolf Benz), Casa Milano and many European
brands. Through continued dedication and passion, the
company adopted forward-thinking approach to furniture
based on innovative ideas and new interior design con-
cepts, aiming to provide customers with inventive designs
without compromising on quality.  

Al Maknoon unveils its visionary concept 
'Discovering New Dimensions in the world of Furniture'
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Sharon Jones, the stout powerhouse who shepherded a
soul revival despite not finding stardom until middle
age, has died. She was 60.  Jones' representative, Judy

Miller Silverman, said Jones died Friday at a Cooperstown,
New York, hospital after battling pancreatic cancer. Loved
ones and members of her retro-soul band, the Dap-Kings,
were among those surrounding her, Silverman said. The story
of Jones' battle with cancer, first diagnosed in 2013, was told
in Barbara Kopple's documentary, "Miss Sharon Jones!"
released earlier this year. 

Though she triumphantly returned to the stage in 2015
after the cancer went into remission, Jones late last year
announced its return. Still, Jones mounted another comeback
with the defiant single "I'm Still Here" and hit the road again
this summer with the Dap-Kings even while undergoing
chemotherapy. "You got to be brave," a debilitated Jones told
the Associated Press in July , in between tour stops. "I want to
use the time that I have. I don't want to spend it all laid up,
wishing I had done that gig."Jones' death was immediately
noted on social media and throughout the music industry. 

The British producer Mark Ronson, who brought the Dap-
Kings in to play backing band to Amy Winehouse on her
breakthrough album, "Back in Black," said, "Sharon Jones had
one of the most magnificent, gut wrenching voices of anyone
in recent time." The youngest of six children, Sharon Lafaye
Jones was born on May 4, 1956, in Augusta, Georgia. Her fami-

ly lived in nearby North Augusta, South Carolina, across the
Savannah River from the birthplace of James Brown. Jones,
who would grow into a dynamic, show-stopping performer,
grew up idolizing the Godfather of Soul and would later be
frequently tagged as "the female James Brown." 

But for decades, such a fate was unimaginable. On "I'm
Still Here," she sings of being turned down by music execu-
tives for being "too short, too fat, too black and too old."
After growing up in Brooklyn (her mother moved to escape
an abusive husband), Jones regularly sang gospel at her
church, performed for years in a wedding band and sang
back-up for various session bands. To make ends meet, she
worked as a corrections officer at the Rikers Island jail com-
plex and was a bank security guard.

But in one recording session, she caught the attention of
Gabriel Roth and Philip Lehman.  The two, blown away by
Jones' fiery voice, made her the lead singer of their newly
formed Dap-Kings and launched the Bushwick, Brooklyn-
based label, Daptone Records, around her unlikely star power.
They debuted with 2002's "Dap-Dippin' With Sharon Jones
and The Dap-Kings," released when Jones was 46. Three more
albums followed in the ensuing decade, and two compila-
tions.  Standouts included a soulful rendition of Woody
Guthrie's "This Land Is Your Land" and the single "100 Days,
100 Nights," in which she belts: "100 days, 100 nights to know
a man's heart/ And a little more, before, he knows his own."

The sound, backed by walls of horns and tightly guided by
bandleader Roth, was propelled by Jones' grit and ferocity. For
her, soul and survival went hand in hand. Her torrid perform-
ances began, like Brown's, with a prolonged introduction from
her bandmates.  Jones never disparaged the better-selling
British soul revival led by Ronson and Winehouse that coincid-
ed with her rise. But she wasn't shy about claiming to be the
more genuine article.  "We've been there, and we're still doin'
this," Jones told New York magazine in 2010. "In another few
years, what are they gonna be doin'?"

Their sixth album, "Give the People What They Want"
earned Jones her first Grammy nomination for best R&B
album. Their last album, "It's a Holiday Soul Party," was
released last year. Kopple witnessed the charismatic Jones
light up hospital wards while undergoing chemo. "When
people are around or there's an audience, that gives her fuel
and she forgets her pain," the director said ahead of the
release of "Miss Sharon Jones!" Even while suffering the
effects of her cancer and its treatments, the workmanlike
Jones toured relentlessly "It's therapy," Jones said of per-
forming in July. "I know I need rest and sleep. But I want to
work and that is our job."— AP 

Big-voiced Dap-Kings soul singer Sharon Jones dies 

In this June 14, 2008 file photo, Sharon Jones and the Dap-
Kings per form at the Bonnaroo music festival in
Manchester, Tenn. Jones, a big-voiced soul singer who
performed with high energy onstage has died at age 60 in
New York, after battling pancreatic cancer. — AP 

From the mystical land of Westeros to a
galaxy far, far away-British actress Emilia
Clarke has been announced as the female

lead in the "Star Wars" Han Solo spin-off.
Clarke, 30, who plays flaxen-haired warrior
queen Daenerys Targaryen in "Game of
Thrones," joins Alden Ehrenreich and Donald
Glover, who have already been announced as
Han and Lando Calrissian on the project.
"Clarke's role will round out a dynamic cast of
characters that Han and Chewie will encounter
on their adventures," StarWars.com, the fran-
chise's official website, said in a statement. Like
"Rogue One: A Star Wars Story,'" which comes
out next month, the new, as yet untitled, spin-
off will be set before the franchise's original
1977 film, "Star Wars," which was later renamed
"Star Wars: Episode IV - A New Hope."

Lucasfilm boss and Hollywood veteran
Kathleen Kennedy is co-producing the stand-
alone film, which is expected to begin filming
in January, according to Variety magazine. It
will be directed by Phil Lord and Christopher
Miller, the team behind "Cloudy with a Chance
of Meatballs (2009), "The Lego Movie" and the
"Jump Street" films (2012 and 2014). It is set for
release in the United States on May 25, 2018.
Last year's "Star Wars: The Force Awakens"
made more than $2 billion worldwide-much of
it in 2016 - contributing to Walt Disney Studios
marking its biggest-ever year at the global box
office. The spin-off films are not expected to be
as big as the main series but analysts have
backed "Rogue One" to dominate this year's
box office.— AFP 

Thrones star
Emilia Clarke

joins 'Star
Wars' spin-off

Vice President-elect Mike Pence was booed at a
performance of award-winning Broadway
musical "Hamilton", whose "alarmed and anx-

ious" cast made an unusual call from the stage for
the incoming Trump administration to work on
behalf of all Americans. Donald Trump's right-hand
man attended a performance late Friday of the hit
musical about young colonial rebels who shaped
the country whose founding fathers they would
become.

The show's lead actor, Javier Munoz, is openly
gay, HIV positive and a cancer survivor. Activists
have worried that the incoming Trump administra-
tion will be hostile to gay rights. Brandon Victor
Dixon, who plays former vice president Aaron Burr,
read a statement to Pence during the curtain call
that echoed some of the biggest concerns critics
have voiced since Republican firebrand Trump was
elected on November 8. And with that, a perform-
ance of a musical about the American Revolution
and the dawn of a young nation became even more
political.

Thanking Pence for attending the performance,
Dixon asked him to "hear us out". "We, sir, we are the
diverse America who are alarmed and anxious that
your new administration will not protect us, our
planet, our children, our parents or defend us and
uphold our inalienable rights, sir," Dixon said. "But
we truly hope this show has inspired you to uphold
our American values and work on behalf of all of us.
All of us." The audience cheered and applauded
loudly his comments. Dixon highlighted the fact
that Hamilton, which won 11 Tony Awards in June,
was performed by "a diverse group of men, women
of different colors, creeds and orientations".

Audience goes 'nuts'
The New York Times reported that although

Pence was leaving as Dixon began to read his state-
ment from the stage, he stood in the hallway by the
auditorium's entrance and heard the entire mes-

sage. When he entered the theater earlier before the
show, Pence was greeted with a mix of boos and
cheers from the audience. The show celebrates
diversity and immigrants' contribution to the nation.
The audience gave a standing ovation at the line
"immigrants we get the job done", theatergoer
Christy Colburn wrote on Twitter. "Crowd went NUTS
at King George's lines 'when people say they hate
you' & 'do you know how hard it is to lead?' He had
to stop the song." 

Trump has deployed polarizing rhetoric to
describe immigrants, vowing to build a wall along
the US-Mexico border and to ban Muslims from

entering the US. And the bombastic billionaire real
estate investor, who was showered with widespread
condemnation from both within and outside his
party after video emerged of him making lewd
boasts of groping and forcing himself on women,
has largely appointed older white men to major
posts so far in his presidential transition. — AFP 

Work for 'all of us', ‘Hamilton' cast asks Vice President-elect 

Police remove protesters
from the streets after they

shouted slogans at Vice
President-elect Mike Pence

while he was leaving the
Richard Rodgers Theatre

after a performance of
‘Hamilton’ in New York on

Friday, Nov 18, 2016. — AP 

People with disabilities-aka the world's
invisible minority-were saluted Friday at
the annual Media Access Awards, with

producer John Murray reminding that their pres-
ence onscreen is not just appropriate, "it's also
good business." Murray ("The Real World,"
"Keeping Up With the Kardashians") was given
the PGA George Sunga Award, one of seven
prizes handed out at the Four Seasons in Beverly
Hills. Murray said that people with disabilities, or
PWD, "have been placed on the margins and
sidelines of TV." 

He pointed out that his A&amp; E reality-
show "Born This Way," about seven individuals
with Down syndrome, increased viewership
more than 80% during its first season, so depic-
tion "is not only the right thing to do, it's also
good business." Scott Silveri, creator-writer of
ABC's "Speechless," was a double winner. He and
fellow producers Melvin Mar and Jake Kasdan
were honored for series with the SAG-AFTRA
Disability Awareness Award, while Silveri himself
also took home the WGAW Evan Somers
Memorial Award.  "We weren't looking to do
anything revolutionary, we were just looking to
tell a story," Silveri said. 

He thanked the educators and advocacy-
rights champions who have been fighting for
years to open the doors "that we were able to
walk through." Danny Woodburn was given  the
Media Access Norman Lear-Geri Jewell Lifetime
Achievement Award, for his advocacy as well as
his career. (Presenter Mark Povinelli dryly
described Woodburn as "an icon of dwarf televi-

sion.") Woodburn also doubled as emcee of the
event. Speaking of President-elect Donald
Trump, Woodburn said "He mocked us!" And
that mockery, he predicted "will really get us
moving." 

The Christopher &amp; Dana Reeve
Foundation Scholarship went to MacGregor
Arney, which is always given to an upcoming
young actor. Presenting the award, Zach
Weinstein said he became a father for the first
time only 13 days ago, and he's happy to know
that his son will grow up in a world "where dis-
ability is going to be normalized." Casting direc-
tor Susie Farris was given the CSA Award, for her
work on "Mr. Robot" and "Speechless," among
others. Actress Jamie Brewer of "American
Horror Story" received the SAG-AFTRA Harold
Russell Award, earning her the only standing
ovation of the day.  Brewer, who has Down syn-
drome, gave an emotional speech, talking about
the opportunity of "finding our true selves with-
in our work." The event was organized by SAG-
AFTRA, the Producers Guild of America, Writers
Guild of America and the Casting Society of
America; the event is intended to honor individ-
uals and to raise industry awareness. The co-
chairs of the event were Deb Calla and Alan
Rucker. Among those in attendance were JK
Simmons, Geri Jewell, Margaret Nagle, Micah
Fowler, Kyla Kenedy, Mason Cook, Cedric
Yarbrough, Katie Leclerc, Chad Coleman and
Drew Tappon. —  Reuters

An original drawing from "Explorers on
the Moon", widely regarded as one of
the two best Tintin adventures, sold for

a record 1.55 million euros at a Paris auction
yesterday, auction house Artcurial announced.
The 50 cm X 35 cm drawing in Chinese ink by
the Belgian cartoonist known as Herge shows
the boy reporter, his dog Snowy and crusty
sailor Captain Haddock wearing spacesuits
and walking on the moon while looking at
Earth. 

It had been expected to sell for between
700,000 and 900,000 euros ($741,00 and
$952,000). Artcurial's comics expert Eric Leroy
described the "Explorers on the Moon" as "a
key moment in the history of comic book art...
it has become mythic for many lovers and col-
lectors of comic strips. "It is one of the most
important from Herge's postwar period, on the
same level as 'Tintin in Tibet' and 'The
Castafiore Emerald'," he added.  The 1954 book
is viewed as one of Herge's masterpieces.

The sale was a record 
Yesterday's sale was a record for a single

cartoon drawing. Herge already holds the
world record for the sale of a comic strip. A
double-page ink drawing that served as the
inside cover for all the Tintin adventures pub-
lished between 1937 and 1958, sold for $3.7
million to an American fan two years ago. Rival
auction house Christie's is putting drawings

from another rare Herge strip up for sale later
in the day in Paris. 

It said the page from the unfinished story
"Tintin and the Thermozero"-estimated at
250,000 euros-was the first ever to come to
market. Why the artist never finished the tale
of espionage and a terrifying secret weapon
set against the backdrop of the Cold War, is
one of the great mysteries for Tintin-ologists.
The 1954 "Explorers on the Moon" completes
the lunar adventure started in "Destination
Moon" (1953) and features several hilarious
episodes including Haddock getting drunk on
whisky and floating off into space to briefly
become a satellite of the asteroid Adonis.

It turns on Tintin foiling a plot by a mysteri-
ous foreign power to hijack the rocket by the
evil stowaway spy Colonel Jorgen. The moon
drawings are being sold alongside 20 ink
sketches Herge created for a series of New
Year's greeting cards known as his "snow
cards". Prices for cartoon art have multiplied
tenfold in the last decade, according to gallery
owner Daniel Maghen, who also works with
comic art. The sales comes as Tintinmania
again grips the French capital, with Herge cur-
rently the subject of a huge retrospective exhi-
bition at the Grand Palais. — AFP 

Tintin drawing sells for a
record 1.55 million euros 

An auctioneer leads an auction presenting comic-books by French Jean Graton at the
Artcurial auction house in Paris. A Tintin comic strip has been sold 1.55 million euros. — AFP 

'Speechless' big winner as
Media Access Awards salute

people with disabilities



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2016

l if e s t y l e
F A S H I O N

Models display creations by Maxine Laces Coll during the Africa International Fashion Week in Lagos, Nigeria on Friday,
Nov 18, 2016. — AP photos

Models display creations by TB during the Africa International Fashion Week in Lagos.

A model displays a creation
by O'Saunders during the

Africa International
Fashion Week in Lagos.

Africa International Fashion Week

Models display creations by Jac Mode.

A model displays
a creation by
Maxine Laces Coll
during Africa
International
Fashion Week.

Fashion explores the wild side of the urban lifestyle this
winter. It's fascinating to know that within the urban
landscape that we live in exists different people who

represent varied aspects of fashion. This season the recently
concluded Splash 'Into The Wild' show explored various trends
that really captured the essence of the urban jungle dweller.
A highlight event at Fashion Forward Dubai, Season 8, the
Splash runway was replete with artistic tree installations and
all black background which set the mood for the incoming
season. Keeping it in sync with the band's true style, the show
was followed by an after-party.

The dominant trends featured at Winter '16 fashion Show

for women were: Global Traveler- the 70's vibe is strong with
long lines in rich spice tones like burgundy, burnt orange and
teal. Be a glamorous nomad in pieces that highlight folklore
and hand crafted prints in suede and patchwork fabrics.
Mix&Mix - Print on print in sporty elements is the all new rage
and this trend is not for the weak- hearted. Think bright hues,
mix and matched bold prints with embellished and very luxe
details. Bombers jackets and pinafore are the key pieces in the
line.

Studio 54- The name says it all! All glam and fabulous
dressed in sequins and shimmer. This trip down memory lane
will leave of nostalgic of this roaring era and the disco age.

Metallics and shiny fabrics will rule the collection. All Black col-
lection - The grunge inspired collection has an array of fabrics
to experiment with. You will find leather, satin, silk georgette
and spandex in key pieces like jackets, skirts, dresses and
shirts. 

The dominant trends featured at Winter '16 fashion Show
for men were: Anti-fashion + future utility-  As the name sug-
gests this trend leans towards Normcore, clean lines and tone
on tone looks for a more functional and practical approach to
fashion. Oversized silhouettes, drop shoulder pieces are key in
earthy tones like sand, black and olive. Tough 90's- This trend
is DIY at its best. Flaunt your personal style and create pieces

that is essentially you! Busted knee denims, DIY tracker jackets
and tartan shirts are your staples which can be highlighted
with grunge elements. 

Studio 54- This range is for the very dapper man who can
carry of plush fabrics with Èlan. Clean and sophisticated, the
range is all about the glamour from the era and not exactly
OTT. Outerwear is print heavy and luxe fabrics in key pieces
like polos and blazers. The collection presented on the runway
will be available across all Splash stores in Centrepoint at
Splash -The Avenues, Phase II and at Salam Mall- Salmiya. 

Splash 'Into the Wild'
Winter ’16 fashion show at Fashion Forward Dubai
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Mari Vartmann and Ruben Blommaert of
Germany perform during the pairs free

skating at the Ice Dance short dance at the
Cup of China ISU Grand Prix of Figure

Skating in Beijing yesterday. — AFP 

The forgotten music of Boston's early hip-hop
and rap scene is being revived by two unlikely
heroes: a local college and the public library.

Researchers at the University of Massachusetts
Boston have been working with the Boston Public
Library to compile an online archive of demo tapes
by the city's top hip-hop and rap artists of the
1980s. Opening to the public on Saturday, the
Massachusetts Hip-Hop Archive was created in part
to reclaim the city's role in the genres' history. "It's
been an untold story," said Pacey Foster, a rap histo-
rian and professor at UMass. "Boston is not a city
that has had its rightful place in the early stories of
hip-hop history."

The archive aims to connect new audiences to
early rap artists such as the Almighty RSO, Guru,
and others who have faded from memory even in
Boston. But the project is also intended to spark
academic interest in the city's rap and hip-hop
roots. Like a growing number of US colleges, UMass
is encouraging students to approach hip-hop as a
scholarly subject. Several students have already
started research tied to the archive, and the univer-
sity launched a new course on hip-hop in 2014.

It joins dozens of other schools nationwide that
have added classes on hip-hop in recent years, ana-
lyzing its value to fields from sociology to women's
studies. At Bowie State University, a historically
black college in Maryland, students can earn a
minor in hip-hop studies. The University of Arizona
says it offered the nation's first hip-hop minor in
2012. A year later, the rapper Nasir Jones - known as
Nas - established a fellowship at Harvard University
for scholars of hip-hop. "There are so many dimen-
sions to the culture," said Murray Forman, a media

studies professor at Northeastern University. "It's
really rich for analysis in all kinds of contexts."

Some scholars still question whether hip-hop
has a place in academia, but its acceptance is grow-
ing, said Forman, who was a Nasir Jones fellow last
year. University presses have published dozens of
textbooks on rap and hip-hop's political and cultur-
al importance. Scores of graduate students have
taken on similar topics for their dissertations. For
archivists in particular, there has been a surge of
interest in preserving the artifacts of hip hop, espe-
cially from its early days in the 1970s and 1980s,
Forman said. "A lot of the early materials are at risk
of disappearing," he said. "People don't want to be
carrying around all the ephemera, the concert fliers
and promotional materials."

Other schools with major hip-hop archives
include Harvard and Cornell University. Four his-
torically black colleges in Atlanta house the note-
books and letters of rap icon Tupac Shakur. The
new archive at UMass features almost 300 demo
tapes, along with audio from a local radio show
whose host was credited with discovering many
of Boston's biggest acts. Most of the artists aren't
household names, but Foster said their work cap-
tures the youthful spirit of a time when artists
were seeking a new sound. "It will have natural
interest for academics," Foster said. "This collec-
tion is  a ver y complete look at a scene that
nobody has heard about, at a moment when rap
was just exploding."— AP 

Indian Bollywood actresses Sonakshi Sinha (left) and Vidya Balan pose for a photo-
graph on the red carpet in Mumbai yesterday.

Indian Bollywood and Hollywood actress
Freida Pinto poses for a photograph on
the red carpet at the 2016 “Global Citizen
Festival India” to end extreme poverty by
2030 yesterday. 

BOSTON: Pacey Foster, a rap historian and professor at UMass, reviews with
a collection of hip-hop cassette tapes and memorabilia from the 1980’s at
the Boston campus of the University of Massachusetts in Boston. Thanks to
UMass, the world will soon have access to 300 unreleased demo tapes from
the early days of Boston hip-hop. 

Tupac Shakur

A collection of hip-hop cassette tapes and memorabilia from the 1980’s are
displayed at the Boston campus of the University of Massachusetts in
Boston. — AP photos

Indian Bollywood actress Sonam
Kapoor poses for a photograph on the
red carpet.  — AFP photos

�Global Citizen Festival India�

Hip-hop draws growing academic interest
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