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Kuwait to launch foreign 

bond sale to finance deficit

Country’s first foreign debt in around two decades

Min 19º
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Low Tide

09:48 & 21:50

KUWAIT: Kuwait will issue billions of dollars worth of
bonds in international markets to finance a budget
deficit resulting from low oil prices, a report said yester-
day. Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh said Kuwait will
issue US dollar-denominated sovereign bonds of up to
$9.6 billion during the 2016/2017 fiscal year which ends
March 31, Al-Qabas newspaper reported. This comes on
top of a $6.6 billion domestic debt program which is
already underway.

Kuwait, like other energy-rich Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) states, has already taken on tens of bil-
lions of dollars in foreign debt to finance budget short-
falls. Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman and United Arab
Emirates have sold bonds or took syndicated loans to
plug their deficits. The minister’s decree did not specify
the share of Islamic sukuk bonds in the planned issue.

It will be the country’s first foreign debt in around
two decades. Kuwait recorded a budget deficit of $15
billion last fiscal year, breaking a 16-year run of surplus-
es. Oil income contributed around 95 percent of public
revenues in those years. During the past two years, oil
has lost around 60 percent of its value.

The state, home to 1.3 million Kuwaitis and 3 million
foreigners, is also projecting a budget shortfall of $29
billion this fiscal year. During surplus years, Kuwait piled
up around $600 billion in its sovereign wealth fund in
holdings mostly in the United States, Europe and Asia.
Like its Gulf peers, Kuwait has taken some austerity
measures that include liberalizing prices of diesel and
kerosene and hiking petrol prices. A dispute over petrol
prices led parliament being dissolved and snap polls set
for Nov 26. Parliament a few months ago approved a
law to raise heavily subsidized power and water fees
but exempted citizens. —  AFP 

KUWAIT: Fireworks light the sky during celebrations of the opening of the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural
Center yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (More pics on Page 4)

KUWAIT: Commercial Bank of Kuwait announced a
net profit of KD 27.5 million for the nine-month peri-
od of 2016 compared with KD 25.4 million in same
period last year, a growth of 8.2 percent. Fee income
witnessed year on year growth of 8.8 percent, foreign

exchange income 61 percent
and investment portfolio
income 31.3 percent. The
bank continues to maintain a
solid level of operating profit
before provision, amounting
to KD 74.5 million compared
to KD 74.0 million for the
same period last year.

Commenting on the
bank’s financial results, the

bank’s spokesman Yacoub Al-Ebrahim said
Commercial Bank’s total assets at the end of Sept
2016 reached KD 4,047 million (Sept 2015 - KD 4,035
million). The bank’s capital adequacy ratio at the end
of Sept 2016 at 16.86 percent is higher than the mini-
mum 13.5 percent required by the Central Bank of
Kuwait, while the leverage ratio at 10.6 percent is
more than three times higher than the minimum
requirement of three percent. (See Page 21)

Tijari reports 

net profit of 
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Yacoub Al-Ebrahim

Opposition eyes comeback in polls

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti opposition groups are
aiming for a comeback in parliament after
a four-year election boycott, seeking to
reverse what they see as the deteriorating
political situation in the state. More than 30
prominent Islamist and liberal opposition
figures and former lawmakers have regis-
tered to run in the Nov 26 polls in the hope
of forming a formidable political force.

Kuwait’s 50-seat parliament is consid-
ered the most powerful of its kind in the
Gulf Arab states thanks to its legislative and
monitoring capacities. The opposition
groups boycotted two general elections in
2012 and 2013 in protest at a change in the
voting system brought unilaterally by the
government. The opposition alliance said

at the time that the change, later endorsed
by Kuwait’s constitutional court, would
allow the government to control parlia-
ment and promote autocratic rule.

“The opposition has discovered that the
boycott was not the right choice. In fact,
they found that they have only isolated
themselves,” political analyst Nasser Al-
Abdali said. “I think the boycott has consid-
erably weakened the opposition as a
whole,” Abdali, the head of Kuwait Society
for the Promotion of Democracy, told AFP.
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah last month dissolved the parliament
over a dispute over a hike in petrol prices
and called for snap polls.

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: Islamist opposition leaders and candidates (from right) Osama Al-
Menawer, Walid Al-Tabtabaei, Bader Al-Dahoum and Adel Al-Damkhi are seen
on Oct 30, 2016 during a campaign meeting for the upcoming parliamentary
election. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

HOCEIMA, Morocco: The anger is palatable in
Hoceima, a Moroccan port on the Mediterranean
Sea. It has ignited protests across the country and
threatens to cloud Morocco’s image as it prepares
to host two weeks of high-profile UN climate talks.
Tens of thousands of people marched in a silent
candlelight vigil Friday night by the local police sta-
tion where fish vendor Mouhcine Fikri died in a
garbage compactor.

Fikri had been selling 500 kg of unauthorized
swordfish that police confiscated and discarded. He
then climbed into a garbage truck to retrieve the
fish, and was crushed when its compactor was acti-
vated. Local media have reported that police
allegedly told the driver to “grind him” although the
prosecutor issued a statement saying “no specific
order was given to kill” Fikri.

The rallying cry for the protests has been “hogra”,
or the deprivation of dignity, reflecting deep frustra-
tion among Moroccans at impunity and corruption
among police and officialdom. Some have com-
pared Fikri’s death to the death of Tunisian vendor
Mohamed Bouazizi, which sparked the Arab Spring
uprisings across North Africa. Experts say Fikri’s
death is unlikely to lead to a revolution in Morocco,
but it is putting pressure on Moroccan leadership.
The king himself has intervened to ensure a thor-
ough investigation, and the government has been
unusually communicative about the case, trying to
quell an outpouring of anger on social media.

More protests are planned for today - just as
world diplomats gather in Marrakech for the UN cli-
mate talks starting tomorrow to follow up on the
landmark Paris Agreement to slow global warming. 

Continued on Page 13

MUSCAT: Britain’s Prince Charles dances with a sword with a group of Omani tradi-
tional dancers as his wife Camilla watches yesterday. — AP 

MUSCAT: Britain’s Prince Charles bran-
dished a sword and took part in a tradi-
tional dance yesterday on his trip to
Oman with his wife Camilla, the first full
day of the couple’s three-nation royal
tour of the Gulf. The Prince of Wales land-
ed in the Omani capital of Muscat on
Friday night, greeted at the airport by
Omani Heritage and Culture Minister
Sayyid Haitham bin Tariq Al-Said. Camilla
landed earlier in the day.

Yesterday morning, the couple visited
Oman’s new National Museum, greeted
by traditional dancers. Prince Charles
gamely waved the sword amid singing
and dancing, drawing smiles from those

taking part. He later entered the National
Museum, pausing at one point to look at
traditional Omani khanjars, curved dag-
gers carried ceremoniously at the waist
by Omanis and those in neighboring
Yemen. Other dancers twirled shining
rifles. The royal couple attended a service
at Bait Al Noor Church afterward.

The pair are taking part in a series of
cultural events while in Oman and are
scheduled to see Sultan Qaboos bin Said,
who has ruled the country on the eastern
edge of the Arabian Peninsula since 1970.
Prince Charles and Camilla will travel to
the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain as
well on their weeklong trip. — AP 

Prince Charles, Camilla in 

Oman at start of Gulf visit

MIAMI: Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump embarked
yesterday on a campaign blitz in the battleground state
of Florida, a must-win if the Republican is to stop her
becoming the first woman to win the White House.
There are just three days to go in America’s ugliest, most
divisive presidential election campaign in living memo-
ry. Tightening polls have seen both candidates pull out
all the stops in a desperate attempt to win.

The 69-year-old former secretary of state, looking to
make history as the first US female commander-in-chief,
is commanding A-list superpower in that quest, pulling
in Beyonce and Jay-Z at a concert in Cleveland on
Friday. Performances from Jon Bon Jovi, Katy Perry and
Stevie Wonder were scheduled yesterday.

In contrast, the maverick bill ionaire who has
inflamed the political establishment with his insult-
dishing campaign is isolated, leaning on his family and
only a handful of Republican politicians as surrogates. 

Continued on Page 13

Clinton, Trump blitz Florida

TAMPA: US Republican presidential nominee Donald
Trump holds a baby during a rally at the Special Events
Center of the Florida State Fairgrounds yesterday. — AFP

Fish vendor death 
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Qibla neighborhood

Talking about this particular neighborhood is somehow
saddening, if we remember its good old days. We would
be the happiest people on earth even if it returns to us

in a dream, and we would wish it never ends. Memories about
this loveable neighborhood start with my birth on Jan 13,
1967 in our old house that included four small rooms, a
kitchen, a bathroom, a small inner courtyard and a roof. 

I still remember our house, that of our next door neighbors
and the one opposite ours. Our house was located near Al-
Bader house, currently Diwan Al-Bader. It was almost in the
place of the Kuwait National Museum. Boodai Company was
located down the path towards the sea, where the National
Library is currently located. Behind our house was the Al-
Sharhan Mosque next to Al-Qibliya school. There was a gro-
cer’s shop towards the middle of the yard opposite KNPC,
Kuwait Chamber of Commerce and the old Sumait toy store. 

Qibla (pronounced in the Kuwaiti dialect as Jibla) is one of
the Capital governorate’s areas. It was named thus because it
was opposite Seif Palace and was known as southwest Qibla,
near the market area. Similarly, Sharq (east) was named thus
because it was located to the east of the palace and the mar-
ket. Back in the old days, Qibla stretched from the Sheraton
roundabout down to Al-Soor Street, eastwards until the Ice
Skating Rink and northwards until the banks area including
Salhiya.  It was located to the west of the city, starting from
Seif Palace and extending from Al-Maqsab gate and Watya to
the west all the way until the American Hospital and Naif
Palace to the south. It overlooked the Gulf or what is known as
Kuwait Bay to the north.  This neighborhood is one of Kuwait’s
oldest ones and included the part on which the Bin Oraier
kout (cottage) was built. It is noteworthy to say that most fam-
ilies living in that part mainly depended on foreign trade for a
living. They imported various kinds of goods and sold them in
the local markets. They also relied on travelling outside the
Arabian Peninsula, namely to Iraq, which was the world’s
largest date exporter. They also travelled to southern Yemeni
cities, Africa and India, which was then the world’s largest
pearl market and Britain’s crown jewel. They used to smuggle
gold to it and sell it on the black markets, and carried goods
on their ships to various Asian and African ports. 

All this brought Kuwait a huge income and formed a great
portion of Kuwait’s foreign trade. Due to commitment to their
businesses, many of them migrated and settled in India, Basra,
Aden and other cities around the world to take care of their
businesses and investments. They also dominated the date
trade, exporting them from Iraq onboard Kuwaiti ships. 

Many Qibla residents invested in Iraq, namely in Basra,
where they owned palm farms producing dates and exported
them to other countries including India. Very few of Qibla
families practiced pearl diving and trading, until later years. It
is known that the sea played a major role in Kuwaitis’ lives. It
was life for them. Without it, Kuwait would have never existed
because they got all their income through the sea. 

In my view

KUWAIT: Arab League’s Secretary
General Ahmad Abul Gheit has
commended Kuwait’s distinct and
major role under His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah for reuniting Arabs,
calming attitudes and resolving
conflicts and crises.

His Highness the Amir’s wise pol-
icy for the Arab joint action is a
sound approach, namely exerting
efforts for calming attitudes, ending
conflicts and settling disputes
among the Arab countries, Abul
Gheit told the Kuwait TV in an inter-
view on Friday.

During his visit to Kuwait earlier
last week, the League chief met
with His Highness the Amir, His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
and the First Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Abul Gheit said the meetings
were “very fruitful.” He noted that
goal of the visit was to discuss han-
dling the present Arab situation, as
well as the means to reactivate the
Arab League’s performance and
effectiveness.

Kuwait offers a good example of
a committed state member in the
League, lavishing efforts to support
the organization and the chief, he
said. Abul Gheit added that he had
reviewed with the Kuwaiti leader-
ship his future plans to reactivate
the Arab League in the wake of sev-
eral “unhappy” events in the Arab
region. He pointed out that he and
the Kuwaiti officials shared a com-
mon vision on the Arab situation.

Thorny issues
On the efforts to resolve thorny

issues of the region, the Arab
League chief said that under His
Highness the Amir, Kuwait has
always manifested moderation in all
situations, refraining to get plunged
in the ongoing conflicts, and has
been seeking to cool tempers.

He explained that Kuwait has
been shouldering heavy responsi-
bility to calm the situation on the
Arab scene, a matter that requires
“frankness with all  parties.” He
stressed in this regard the country’s
good relations with all regional
powers, which makes it always in a
position to be asked to intervene to

end conflicts. In the meantime, Abul
Gheit referred to Kuwait’s contribu-
tion to the Arab League’s budget.
For decades, Kuwait has been the
first country to honor its financial
commitments to the League, and to
pay its share of the organization’s
budget, he said voicing gratitude to
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled.

He also referred to Kuwait’s lead-

ing humanitarian efforts, pointing
to the great aid the country pres-
ents around the globe, which
“reflects self-denial and readiness to
help humanity.” He cited the role of
the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development (KFAED), and its mot-
to “Helping people to help them-
selves.” In the meantime, the Arab
League Secretary General highlight-
ed Kuwait’s initiative for peace in
Yemen, hosting negotiations
among the Yemeni parties.  He said
that it was a “positive” initiative that
could be revived to end the crisis
and the tragedy of the Yemeni peo-
ple.

Syrian conflict
Meanwhile, Abul Gheit said that

settlement of the Syrian conflict
would only take place through
political negotiations, ruling out
success of the military option. “The
military option is out of question,
and the settlement will  not be
achieved but through a diplomatic
and political solution which means
negotiations and efforts exerted by
all parties,” Abul Gheit said. The

biggest problem of the Syrian crisis
is that “the big powers are deeply
involved in this crisis, which deep-
ens it and threats of an international
confrontation,” he added.

Abul Gheit urged the UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and
special envoy to Syria Staffan de
Mistura to exchange views with the
Arab countries over the Syrian con-
flict, which broke out in March 2011
and killed more than 250,000 peo-
ple. He said a change must take
place because “leaders cannot stay
for long years.” He condemned the
bombardment of unarmed civilians.
Asked about Iraq, Abul Gheit said
the state of Iraq has full legitimate
right to regain control of all territo-
ries, but rights of all  sects and
human rights must be respected.

Positive step
Separately, Abul Gheit termed as

“positive step” the election of Michel
Aoun as President of Lebanon,
because it would ease the tension in
the Arab country. Aoun’s election “is
a positive step that reflects a desire
of the Lebanese community to end
the deadlock, confrontation and
tension,” Abul Gheit said.

He hoped the formation of the
Lebanese government would take
place in a consensus manner. The
Lebanese parliament elected Aoun,
leader of the Change and Reform
Bloc, with 83 votes in favor which
ended some two years and a half
vacuum in presidency.

Abul Gheit meanwhile said the
Arab League and its member coun-
tries, including Kuwait, were sup-
porting the Palestinian cause. “The
Palestinian cause has lost a great
deal in recent years because the
Arabs were busy in their own con-
flicts due to foreign interference,”
said Abul Gheit. The Arab League
chief paid a one-day visit to Kuwait
last Monday, during which he met
with His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, and First Deputy
Premier and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. Abul Gheit assumed his
Arab League post last March. He
was Egypt’s foreign minister from
2004 to 2011. —KUNA

Abul Gheit lauds Amir’s efforts
for Arab unity, resolving conflicts

Arab League chief reiterates Syrian crisis’ solution political

Arab League’s Secretary 
General Ahmad Abul Gheit

KUWAIT: This November 6, 1991 file photo shows then Amir of Kuwait His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (center) attending a ceremony to celebrate the
extinguishing of the last burning oil well since the Iraqi Invasion eight months prior. — KUNA photos

KUWAIT: Kuwait commemorates today
the 25th anniversary of putting out the last
oil well set on fire during the Iraqi invasion.
Iraqi troops, in 1990, set about 700 oil wells

on fire before withdrawing from Kuwait in
1991, leaving behind one of the worst envi-
ronmental calamities in recent memory.
The last of the burning oil wells was extin-

guished on November sixth during a cere-
mony attended by the late Amir of Kuwait
His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. Exceeding expectations,

the job took only eight months due to the
efforts of more than 10,000 experts from
different countries. The Kuwaiti team man-
aged to put out 41 oil well fires. —KUNA

Kuwait marks 25th anniversary
of extinguishing oil well fires
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KUWAIT: Abdulmohsin Khalaf Al-Saeed is a first-time
candidate running in the elections from the third con-
stituency. He is a banker, and has many ideas and
solutions to develop the country. According to him,
both the legislative and executive authorities are not
active, as there are many improvements and develop-
ments that can be done in Kuwait. The current situa-
tion inspired him to run in the elections.

“Previous MPs did not play their role in the proper
way. Parliament members should both legislate and
control according to the constitution. Looking back at
the previous parliaments, we notice that the govern-
ment was suggesting laws much more than the par-
liament, while it should be the opposite,” Saeed told
Kuwait Times. “The internal rules of the parliament
should be changed. To submit a law proposal in the
parliament, an MP needs two other supporters, which
I think is incorrect,” he said. 

Economic reforms 
“The steps taken for economic reforms were not

correct. Reforms should start with businessmen and
not simple people. I have alternative solutions for this
issue, which will avoid taking such measures. Kuwait
depends on natural resources which were not created
by people, so its economy is strong. The mistake is
that we are not investing in this wealth.

“We can overcome the present crisis by investing
in the oil sector. They buy a barrel of our oil for $40,
then sell it back to us for $400 through the products
we import. We can correct the budget deficit by this
idea of investing in oil. Kuwait sells three million bar-
rels of oil daily, which can’t cover the budget deficit,
and this causes anxiety to those who are related to
the economy. So when the oil price rises, they feel
happy and satisfied, and are worried if the price drops,
as they know it will have a bad impact on them.

“The solution is very simple without all these
reforms. The solution is in investing in oil in the same
way as developed countries, so we can produce raw
materials which we can sell. This will bring a much
bigger income than what we get from selling crude
oil. Unfortunately, both the parliament and Cabinet
ignored this issue for many years, although it can be
realized by issuing a law that allows foreign oil com-
panies to work in Kuwait. 

“Producing raw material and other products such
as medicine, rubber, etc will increase the gross nation-
al product (GNP), and Kuwait will become a manufac-
turing country - at least of oil products - as we don’t
have a real economy due to not having any agricul-
ture or animal husbandry. Kuwait can become bank-
rupt within 10 years if it starts depending completely

on renewable energy. This may happen if we don’t
develop the oil sector.

“If this law passes in the parliament, it will provide
hundreds of jobs and will eliminate unemployment. I
have conducted many studies with my colleagues
through which we found that the oil sector is the only
sector that didn’t stop during the financial crisis and
was not affected. This law will also provide opportuni-
ties for small companies that will work as subcontrac-

tors in a similar way to what happened in 2003, when
many small companies worked with the US Army and
over $6 million was spent.

“Today, the occupation is different. Kuwait is forced
to make half of its investments inside the country and
the other half outside by investing in US treasury
bonds or sovereign wealth funds, so we spend abroad
and our money stays there.”

Petrol price hike
“The impact of the petrol price hike is not visible

yet, but people will notice it soon, as the price of
most products and services will go up as a result.
The parliament didn’t discuss this point when they
approved giving a coupon for free petrol, but didn’t
give coupons for other commodities and products.
The biggest cause of this crisis in the national budg-
et is due to medical treatment abroad, which con-
sumes KD 740 million per year. The minister of

health should be grilled and not the minister of
commerce.”

Health
“The doctors here are not highly qualified, so the

patient has to visit more doctors and get more diag-
noses. We also see many medical errors, and recent-
ly a former MP died after a wrong surgery. The gov-
ernment is spending around KD 1,200 per person

per year on healthcare, as the budget for medical
treatment abroad is KD 740 million, in addition to
the budget of the health ministry. This huge figure
can provide the best healthcare including services
and staff.

“The solution to this wrong situation is by issuing
legislation that forces the ministry of health to
develop the health sector in Kuwait. It should also
establish a research center to train medical staff.
This is a national project that will be welcomed by
all MPs. This will realize the dream of all Kuwaiti doc-
tors to have a Kuwaiti board in the same way as oth-
er developed countries. 

“ This will shift medical treatment inside the
country instead of traveling abroad for this purpose.
This will also create medical tourism into Kuwait,
and visitors from neighboring countries will come
to get medical treatment in Kuwait, and it will
become a medical and manufacturing center.” 

Education
“According to statistics issued by the ministry of

education, the government spends KD 3,600 per year
on each Kuwaiti student. This figure is a shock to any
citizen. With this amount, we expect to have a much
better standard of education, as we spend a lot and
the outcome is bad. The teacher is the most important
factor in education. Teachers here are not proud of
their profession, while in the West teachers are proud

of their job. Teachers here are not respected too, so
we should issue a law that protects their rights. 

“We also should establish a center to prepare the
teacher to start working. Teachers should also be
allowed to submit any suggestion and it could be tak-
en into consideration. The project should also bring
10 of the best universities around the world to super-
vise and direct education in Kuwait.” 

Profile
Saeed was born in 1979, graduated from Kuwait

University with a degree in commerce, economy and
political science, and worked for 15 years in invest-
ment and banking. He is a member of various NGOs
including the Red Crescent and Journalists
Association. He resigned from his job at a bank and is
now running his own business. His election slogan is
‘We Can with our Will’. “I mean by this slogan that we
can change Kuwait for the better,” Saeed concluded. 

Candidates speak

Previous MPs did not play their
role in the proper way: Al-Saeed

KUWAIT: Third constituency candidate Abdulmohsin Khalaf Al-Saeed talks to Kuwait Times. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Candidate explains how ‘investing’ in oil can solve economic crisis

KUWAIT: Charisma is one of the most
distinct personal qualities that can
often work magic in giving an individ-
ual unduly influence or authority over
large numbers of people. Many of this
year’s election candidates vying for a
seat in parliament, covet such attrib-
utes as charisma, a Greek word mean-
ing, ‘favor or gift.’ With such a charm-
ing quality, these parliamentary hope-
fuls believe they can woo many vot-
ers. Moreover, the consensus amongst
a slew of media specialists, all  of
whom were interviewed by KUNA, is
that charismatic candidates have a
greater likelihood of winning a seat in
parliament due to their gift of gab and
undeniable presence.

Meanwhile, media professor at
Kuwait University (KU) Dr Khaled Al-
Qahs said that the success of a candi-
date can be attributed to numerous
factors, including their charisma or
how appealing voters find that candi-
date to be. 

“Charismatic candidates stand out
due to the fact that they are easily
marketable,” he said, adding that this
enables them to attract a large voter
base. Qahs added that charismatic
candidates are usually articulate
speakers, a factor though often over-
looked, can either make or break
chances of success.

On this attribute, public relations
specialist Dr Khaled Al-Enezi noted

that a charismatic personality can
command undivided attention,
adding that charismatic people are
always social, active and ambitious.
Furthermore, Enezi spoke of other
virtues of equal significance such as
honesty, optimism, and commitment,
saying that such qualities can help
candidates win the support of many
voters. Dr Mohammad Al-Qarfan, an
advisor on administrative develop-
ment, said that charismatic candidates
are capable of influencing voters,
adding that their verbal prowess can
sway voters to jump on their band-
wagon. “Charismatic people possess
this personal magic that allows them
to lead by example,” he said. — KUNA

Charismatic candidates
‘charm’ many voters

KUWAIT: As if fixed and mobile cameras were not enough, the 2016 parliament hopefuls are now resorting to an even
more innovative method for filming rallies at their headquarters through the Phantom’s high-speed digital camera. It
is not unusual now to see these state-of-the-art gadgets fly over crowds, capturing still and moving frames of high
quality, which could be then uploaded to the candidate’s website or dedicated social media outlets. — KUNA
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Question: When was the Fawzia Sultan
Rehabilitation Institute established, and what is
the Institute’s goal? 
Dr Hamdan: Fawzia Sultan Rehabilitation Institute
(FSRI) opened its doors in 2006. Originally our mis-
sion was to provide specialized physiotherapy
services, as we had noticed that this was missing
within the county’s healthcare landscape. However
we quickly realized that there was a greater and
deeper need within the community for compre-
hensive medical services and interdisciplinary care.
From that point, our mission developed quickly
and organically, and we grew to become a holistic
medical institution that provides high quality, mul-
tidisciplinary services. Our approach has always
been focused on integrated and multi-disciplinary
care, and over the years we have grown the prac-
tice, venturing into speech and language therapy,
psychology, family medicine, cardiology and nutri-
tion. Across all our departments and areas of spe-
cialty, we still maintain our dedication to an inte-
grated, patient-focused approach. We are also
focused on serving as a regional hub for health and
wellness, research, education and advocacy. 

Question: How does FSRI operate as a non-
profit Institute? 
Dr Hamdan: FSRI was established and continues
to operate as a non-profit institute; till this day,
FSRI is the only organization of its kind in Kuwait.
All the money that is generated at the Institute -
through its departments, community outreach and
fundraising efforts - is reinvested back into the
organization. The funds are then used to cover run-
ning costs and expenses, invest in expansion and
development, and help provide treatment to
patients with limited financial means. They are also
used to drive our numerous public health educa-
tion, research and advocacy programs.

Question: Why did you start a separate chil-
dren’s center? 
Dr Hamdan: We opened the Children Evaluation
and Rehabilitation Center (CERC) in 2013 to help us
provide the highest quality specialized care possi-
ble for children. Our goal from the outset was to
provide assessment, treatment and interventions
for children, to enable them to live the most inde-
pendent life possible regardless of their conditions.
Due to the number of children we were seeing, and
the unique needs they have, it was only natural for
us to set up a separate facility dedicated to best
serve the needs of the pediatric population. 

Our team of pediatric specialists provides com-

prehensive therapy programs for babies, children
and young adults across a number of areas; this
includes physical therapy, speech pathology, coun-
seling and occupational therapy. We offer special-
ized and comprehensive therapy for children with
a range of complex needs and conditions, includ-
ing children without a formal diagnosis, who might
also benefit from CERC’s services. One-to-one and
group sessions are available, as well as complete
assessments and treatments out of the center for
children with special cases.

RunQ8
Question: Tell us about RunQ8. When did it
start, and what was the motivation behind it?   
Dr Hamdan: We started RunQ8 back in 2010 with
the support and backing of Agility, the race’s
founding partner and oldest supporter. When it
began, RunQ8 was a small charity race, but it has
grown to become one of the most anticipated
annual charity sporting events in Kuwait, attracting
more than 1800 participants last year. It has also
become a landmark local initiative providing sup-
port for children with disabilities in Kuwait. 

Initially, we created RunQ8 as a community ini-
tiative to drive awareness about different issues.
For the first two years of the race, we had part-
nered with the Ministry of Health and the Ministry
of Interior to raise awareness and money for the
issues of eye health and traffic safety respectively.
During this time, we were seeing an increasing
number of children at our clinic that required reha-
bilitative care. Some of the treatment required by
the children we treat is highly specialized and com-
plex, due to the nature of their condition and the
need for long-term, multi-disciplinary care.
Unfortunately, this meant that many families often
found themselves unable to afford the necessary
treatment. Therefore, for the past four years, RunQ8
has been used as a platform to raise awareness and
funds for CERC, supporting the center and provid-
ing subsidized, and sometimes free, treatment for
families facing financial difficulties. 

Through the funds raised from RunQ8, last year
we were able to treat 20% of the children for free
and provide subsidized treatment for 60% of the
children treated at CERC. The raised funds have
also enabled us to continue to grow and enhance
the quality of care we provide, providing the
means to do a number of things, including: pur-
chase more specialized equipment; employ spe-
cialized staff- who treat patients and also train oth-
er clinicians within our organization and from the
local healthcare community; set up a specialized

media treatment room thanks to the support and
funds provided by Burgan Bank; develop a volun-
teer program; and even develop patient education
platforms - including a YouTube channel and an
ongoing Medical Diwaniya program.

Question: Is this year’s race any different? And is
the race open to everyone?
Dr Hamdan: We are very excited about this year’s
race as it is the first time we are offering a 5 km
chipped distance. For those eager to do a long dis-
tance event in the future, this is a great way to
ease into it and prepare to do 10 km next year. We
also have introduced a master’s category for par-
ticipants aged 55 and over; this is especially signif-
icant as we are hoping to promote awareness of
healthy ageing.  While we have a great base of
avid runners and competitive athletes who come
out and support us every year, RunQ8 is also a fun
run and walk that anyone can partake in.
Regardless of your background, age or fitness lev-
el, you can participate in the event and help raise
awareness and funds for an important cause, and
you don’t even need to cross the finish line. It is
simply a great day for individuals and families to
come together, enjoy themselves and be a part of
a community initiative. Registration is now open
for the two distances, 5km and 10km, and partici-
pants can sign up via the official website
(runq8.org). You can also call FSRI (at 25720338 or
25721757) for more information, or follow
@runq8official and @fsri on Instagram to get the
latest news and updates.

Initiatives

Question: On a final note, can you tell us what
research and community initiatives does FSRI
participate in?
Dr Hamdan: FSRI is highly active within the
thriving civic society in Kuwait, often partnering
with many other non-profits and NGOs in the
country who share similar goals and values. The
Institute maintains a rich and diverse program of
community initiatives, which aims to raise aware-
ness and rally support for a myriad of topics
affecting our society - including children’s reha-
bilitation, health and wellness, preventative med-
icine, women’s health and much more. Some of
FSRI’s initiatives include free lectures, training
programs and workshop, a number of education-
al social media channels, and much more. Our
goal through all these initiatives is to increase
public awareness about the most pressing health
concerns in Kuwait, and to empower the local
community with the necessary knowledge to
enable them to live healthier lives. 

We also strive to be a regional hub for health-
care education and research. FSRI also supports
local researchers and clinicians, by working togeth-
er and making low cost training available through-
out the year, in order to build the capacity of
health care providers in Kuwait. We also carry out a
number of clinical research efforts and clinical
studies focusing on key healthcare issues in
Kuwait, in order to support evidence-based prac-
tice in the country. 

Special Report

Dr Elham Al-Hamdan
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KUWAIT: Fireworks light the sky during celebrations of the opening of the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat (More pics on Page 4)
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The Americans are only a few days away
from election day. I would like to com-
mence my ar t ic le  with a  wish for  a l l

Americans to remember that they are not only
voting for a president, but are making a choice
of granting someone the power to bring peace
or inflame a war. War and peace are our main
concerns here in the Middle East. The internal
policy of the US is the sole preserve of the
American people and we shouldn’t utter a
word, because no matter what we think, we are
surely not the ones who will suffer from its bad
results. 

As you know, the Arab world is confronting
chaos and tumults in many of its locations. But,
we should not blame outsiders for our own mis-
takes. Unfortunately, the US foreign policy has
failed to overcome or control the damage and it
is true that sometimes wrong decisions have
been taken against the interests of old allies.
But within less than a month, all these policies
will be over and we hope that a new policy will
show better understanding to what we wish or
expect   to keep this area safe and protected.

I don’t believe in miracles, so I don’t expect a
new presidency will come up with concrete
solutions to end the chaos in Syria or prevent
possible new flare-ups in Egypt, or reshape its
foreign policies in the Gulf region in one day.
These are our wishes, but there is no magic
wand. Why do we as Arabs always tend to wait
for American or European decision makers to
come up with solutions on our behalf? Why do
we lack the initiative? 

These are our lands, our interests and our
future. Why should we put much of our faith in
who wins the presidency to end the war in
Syria, for example? Regardless who wins the
presidency, the idea of immediate change is not
possible, that is, if things are not made worst
there.   

I know some may claim this is because we
don’t want to communicate with the current
Syrian leadership. I can’t imagine or presume
that any possible successor will be less bloody,
aside from being extremely conservative. The
Syrians are all over the globe now, and it’s not
fair or logical to assume that they lost their
beautiful country for no evident reason. We
need the imposition of no-fly zones now and
safe areas for civilians, with a global fund for
the reconstruction of Syria, but not by sending
the money to militants, because this process
has to go through the UN. 

We should not wait for this bloody conflict to
end to see the winning side, then if it pleases
us, we decide to support it or not. The Syrian
situation is one example, and no matter who
wins the US election, we should have the will
and desire to move ahead to save the lives of
Syrians.

I am fully aware that the situation in the
Middle East is very complicated, but if there is
an interest in ending or controlling the conflict
in the Middle East, then the US has to deal with
all players, especially when dealing with the
GCC, starting with restoring confidence as a
first step, for example. The situation in the
Middle East is one of interconnected sectarian
conflicts. We need to cooperate with the inter-
national community and the United States to
understand what is going on around us, but we
also have to use our minds in providing solu-
tions. We should not remain mere spectators in
the political arena. 

Local Spotlight

Why the US
race matters By Dr Khalid Al-Saleh

Political parties

Parties in the civilized world are considered
schools to teach youth freedom of opinion,
respect of others and dialogue that is based on

logic. They are also the door to political action
through which those whose intelligence and ability
to develop their society is tested participate in ruling
their country.

That is in the civilized world, far away from us, but
in my homeland only secret parties exist - parties that
compete for attracting the youth according to sectar-
ian or vested interests in order to make them work for
them. Do you not see with me that all parties that are
called gatherings or factions do not change their
leaders unless he is dead or expelled? There is no
mechanism for change, and no opportunities for the
other opinion, and despite this our government
encourages this action, which constitutes a danger
against the future of the country.

On the other hand, there are many citizens who
stand against declared parties, motivated by the
mega media apparatus that has been activated
against the idea of parties by the secret parties and
by the government. That mechanism that does not
see in parties other than the Lebanese parties, along
with other failed parties around the world, as their
failure is due to a corrupt system based on quotas
and political sectarianism. The thousands of success-
ful parties that contributed in developing their coun-
tries and getting them into the civilization race -
these noble examples - not talked about by anyone.

How can a country that believes in democracy
practice it without parties? How can a student learn
to read without a teacher? Political parties are part of
the democratic requirements, and they must exist,
either in public and legally, where all citizens know
their goals, sources of income and can be watched
and joined; or in secret, and we do not know who
finances them, or what are their goals, and the citi-
zens cannot watch or even join them. We are in need
of starting a public dialogue to discuss formation of
parties, so the citizen can know the truth. Decision
makers should realize that public parties are less cost-
ly and have more benefits.

In my view

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs
and Labor and Minister of State for
Development and Planning Hind
Al-Subaih said the total social aid
paid by the ministry jumped from
KD 119 million to KD 260 million in
past five years, and that the aver-
age aid paid per person varied
between KD 559 and 800. Subaih
added that the total number of
Kuwaiti women married to non-
Kuwaitis receiving social  aid is
1,255, who received KD 9,000,579,
as per Oct statistics. Subaih denied
reports which speculated that she
made a decision to suspend aid to
Kuwaiti women married to non-
Kuwaitis except those who had not
updated their information.

“According to October statistics,
we have 672 Kuwaiti women mar-
ried to Saudis, 401 married to state-
less men, 46 married to Iraqis, 40
married to Syrians, 26 married to
Iranians, 13 married to Egyptians,
nine married to Yemenis, eight mar-
ried to Canadians, seven married to
Jordanians, four married to Omanis,
three married to Lebanese, two
married to Liberians, two married
to Qataris,  two married to
Pakistanis, two married to Afghans

and individual cases married to an
Eritrean, a Chadian, an Emirati, a
German, an Australian, a Moroccan,
an Indian and a Dane,” she
explained, noting that aid for only
94 women was suspended, and that
children of these women are not
entitled to any aid because they are
not Kuwaiti citizens.

Fatal crash
A citizen was killed in an accident

along Abdaly highway, said security
sources, adding that another citizen
injured in a separate accident on
the same day and was medevacked.
Cases were filed to investigate the
accidents.

Five centers
The Manpower and Government

Restructuring Program announced
opening five centers in various areas
to meet the needs of applicants
using the program’s systems. The
centers’ manager Mariam Al-Enezi
said these centers provide compre-
hensive services under one roof in
order to facilitate the procedures
citizens have to go through in pro-
cessing their transactions and save
time in collecting their social
allowances as well as reduce pres-
sure on the program’s main center. 

Partial opening
The Ministry of Public Work’s

assistant undersecretary for roads
engineering Ahmed Al-Hassan said
parts of Jamal Abdul Nasser Road
have been completed and that will
be partially opened in three phases.
Hassan added that the first phase
covering the segment near the
ports complex administration and
heading towards Garnata will open
on Nov 30; the second phase linking
the road with the hospitals road will
open on Dec 15; and the third seg-
ment covering four kilometers
heading from Garnata to Kuwait
City will open on Jan 30, 2017. 

Minister denies suspending
aid to non-Kuwaitis’ wives

Social Affairs Minister 
Hind Al-Subaih

Former MP predicts parliament to
include at least 10 opposition MPs

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Former MP Riyadh Al-
Adsani stressed that if he makes it to
the coming parliament, he will not
resign as he previously did. “In the
previous parliament, we could not
propose a no-confidence motion
against a grilled minister and did not
have a majority,” he said, predicting
that the coming parliament will at
least include 10 opposition members
and that he will work with them. 

Schools prepared
Meanwhile,  the Ministry of

Education has started preparing 100
schools in various areas around
Kuwait to host parliamentary elec-
tions due on Nov 26, said informed
sources,  noting that the schools
would be handed over to the Ministry
of Interior on Thursday, Nov 24. The
sources also noted that Sunday, Nov
27, the day following the elections,
would be a day off only for students
at those schools, while administrative
and teaching staff will have to report
to work.  

Municipal Council
In the meantime, well-informed

sources predicted that Municipal
Council  Chairman Muhalhel Al-
Khaled will not declare the seats of
the five council members - Abdullah
Al-Kandari, Ahmed Al-Bughaili, Nayef
Al-Sour, Meshari Al-Mutoutah and
Mane’ Al-Ajmi -  running for parlia-
mentary elections as vacant until a
meeting on Nov 21, when the
Ministry of Interior will announce the
final lists of candidates. 

Special schools
Deputy director of the educational

and rehabilitation services sector at
the public authority for the disabled
Majed Al-Saleh said the authority has
formed a team to assess fees collect-
ed by private special schools. Saleh
added that fees would be set accord-
ing to the schools’ and nurseries’
assessment and those with low
assessment grades would have their
fees fixed, while those assessed high-
ly would be allowed to increase their
fees by 9-15 percent. 

Teachers excluded
The Ministry of Education’s

Undersecretary Dr Haitham Al-Athari
excluded teachers from the Civil
Service Commission’s decision on

halting all transfers and deputizing
decisions for ministry employees
from Nov 1 until a new Cabinet is in
office.  In other news, the deputy
director for customs affairs Suleiman
Abdul Aziz Al-Fahd said new jobs
appear not to be eligible for
allowances on inputting the data in
the system.  Fahd added that a new
committee is being formed jointly
between the customs and Civil
Service Commission to review those
deserving infection and hazard
allowances and include them in the
system. 

Former MP Riyadh Al-Adsani

Dozen arrested in fake
domestic help office

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: Residency detectives raided a fake domestic help office
in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, where 12 residency violators and abscon-
ders were arrested with a large number of fake receipts and
stamps. Sources added that the office had been providing daily
maid services and practicing fraud. 

Firemen hurt
A fire broke out in a Hawally building, said security sources,

noting that on rushing to the scene, Hawally and Salmiya fire
teams found that the fire was in a first-floor apartment. The fire
was controlled and the tenants were rescued with no casualties,
except for two firemen who suffered from heat stress and were
treated onsite. 

Forgery
A citizen was arrested for renewing a commercial license of

his transport company without using proper legal documents.
Security sources said that the suspect renewed the license twice -
in 2013 and 2016 - in the same way. The sources also noted that a
female employee involved in the forgery is still at large and that a
search is on for her. 

Inspections
The Capital municipality made several inspections during

September on co-ops, stores, restaurants and foodstuff ware-
houses to check the safety of the food, said Capital municipality
manager Ammar Al-Ammar, noting that the inspections resulted
in removing 437 ads and filing 17 citations.

Ministry awarded
The Ministry of Interior’s relations and security media depart-

ment said that for the second year in a row, the 30th Arab Anti-
Narcotics Apparatuses Conference recently held in Tunisia award-
ed Kuwait’s interior ministry for the best operational and informa-
tion cooperation on Arab, regional and international levels. The
department said such cooperation resulted in busting several
drug smuggling networks through joint cooperation.

IRBIL: Kuwait will build a school for dis-
placed Iraqis in Irbil city, Kuwaiti Consul
General to the Iraq’s Kurdistan region
Dr Omar Al-Kanderi announced yester-
day. He said that Kuwait was keen on
providing assistance to the Iraqi peo-
ple, noting that the current project was
within such effort.

This stationed-caravan school,

which includes 12 classrooms, will be
located in Irbil and it has the capacity
to receive 480 students mainly from
Nineveh and Al-Anbar, he said. The
Kuwaiti humanitarian projects will con-
tinue to offer facilities and aid to the
displaced Iraqis, he added.

Kuwait has built a model school in
Irbil in 2011 through Kuwait Fund for

Arab Economic Development (KFAED),
he said. In 2014, the so-called Islamic
State (IS) took control of Mosul city, lead-
ing some 1.5 million Iraqis to flee to
Kurdistan. As the operations to rid Mosul
from IS elements began, a number of
26,000 Iraqis also sought refuge in the
Kurdish region, said the Ministry of
Migration and Displacement. — KUNA

Kuwait to build school in Irbil
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The knowledge department (the predecessor of
the education ministry) was founded in Kuwait in
1936. In that year, the head of the Supreme

Islamic Council in Jerusalem,
Haj Ameen Al-Husseini, sent
Palestinian teachers to teach in
Kuwait side-by-side with the
ones who were already here. 

Those teachers contributed
to developing the curriculums
taught at Al-Mubarakiya School
and one of the activities they
introduced was the first play
ever per formed in Kuwait,
titled ‘Omar’s Islam’. The play
was performed by both teachers and students by the
end of the 1935 school year. The performance was
attended by the late Amir Sheikh Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and other dignitaries. The actors included the

late Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah, the late teacher
Mohammed Al-Maghrebi and the late student
Abdullatif Al-Saleh. Most of the actors in that play have

passed away. 
A funny incident happened

during the performance, when
the late Mr Yaqoub Shammas,
who was only 11 years old, had
to play the role of Armanosa,
the daughter of Al-Muqawqis,
the ruler of Egypt during the
early Muslim era. Because
women and girls were not
allowed to act then, he wore
the clothes of a young girl with

a crown on his head, but wore men’s footwear (Najdiya
sandals), which elicited a lot of laughter amongst the
audience attending the performance. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

The first play

Al-Anbaa

By Dr Saleh Al-Ojairi 
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Crime
R e p o r t

Policeman arrested for

breaking traffic laws

KUWAIT: A policeman was arrested for violating traffic
laws, dangerous driving and trying to escape arrest.
Security sources said the suspect was stopped for a traffic
ticket while he was in uniform in his private vehicle, which
he did not like. He left his driving license and registration
with his colleagues and tried to drive off in a stunt-like
manner before backup arrived and stopped him. 

Fatal accident
A Syrian was instantly killed when he lost control over
his vehicle and it collided into a lamppost along the
Sixth Ring Road. A case was filed to reveal the circum-
stances which led to the accident.

Worker hurt
A civilian employee at the Ministry of Interior (MoI) was
injured after he fell from a first-floor terrace at MoI head-
quarters. Security sources said the employee was smoking
on the terrace, when he leaned on the railing, which broke,
causing him to fall from a three-meter height. The man
was rushed to hospital. 

Theft
A citizen reported that the contents of his vehicle were
stolen while it was parked inside the municipality
impoundment garage. A case was filed and investiga-
tions are ongoing to reveal the circumstances behind
the theft.

Fire
A fire broke at the Amghara scrap market, said securi-
ty sources, adding that firefighters managed to con-
trol the fire without reporting any casualties. An
investigation is underway to determine the causes of
the fire. — Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

Expat muggers caught
A Kuwaiti citizen and two bedoons were arrested for
impersonating as police detectives and robbing expats,
said security sources, noting that the suspects were found
responsible for over 40 robberies in various areas. 

Speeches

One of the activities
they introduced was 

the first play ever 
performed in Kuwait,
titled ‘Omar’s Islam’

News
i n  b r i e f

Debates to take place

in first constituency?

KUWAIT: A number of activists plan to hold debates
between first constituency candidates similar to the idea
of presidential debates in the United States. Topics to be
discussed during the debates include citizenships’ with-
drawal, economic reform, the DNA law and the dissolved
parliament’s performance, sources said. — Al-Rai

Political speech
KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry informed officers to
abstain from political, religious or tribal speech while
in duty, and anyone who violates those orders will be
subjected to legal action, according to a circular given
recently to assistant undersecretaries. —Al-Rai

School activities
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education rejected a request
made by a religious center to offer ‘preaching and educa-
tional programs’ at some schools in the capital educational
district. While the centers explained that the programs tar-
get “protecting young people from extremist thought” and
teach them moderate Islamic values, the ministry respond-
ed by saying that nongovernmental organizations are not
authorized to enter and give any kinds of activities inside
schools, sources said. — Al-Rai

Retroactive application
KUWAIT: The Fatwa and Legislation Department is
still committed to its position against applying the law
that prevents people who were found guilty in court
of offending God, the Prophets of His Highness the
Amir from running for parliament retroactively,
President Salah Al-Mus’ed said, indicating that the
constitution rejects retroactive application for new
laws. — Al-Jarida

Workers exempted
KUWAIT: Director General of the Public Authority of
Manpower Abdullah Al-Mutawtah gave orders to exempt
three cases for workers whose transactions are suspended
according to article 71; a clause that is activated against
companies that violate labor recruitment regulations.
These cases include Palestinians carrying travel documents
(who do not own passports), children and husbands of
Kuwaiti women as well as any person who sponsors a fami-
ly with children in Kuwait. — Al-Shahed

120 nurses
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health hired 120 children
of Kuwaiti women as nurses in order to fill vacancies
at public hospitals, polyclinics an specialized med-
ical centers. — Al-Anbaa

Gulf Bank launches ATMs for

customers with special needs

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank recently completed installation of
ATM machines that are designed to accommodate
and serve customers with special needs. Five branch-
es already have these machines installed - Bayan,
Daiya, Addan, Ouyon, and Hadiya. The Jleeb branch
will soon follow.  

The new machines are adapted to a suitable
height for wheelchairs, include a braille keypad  and
voice guidance for blind customers, a glass chamber
to secure the privacy of the user, and wheelchair
accessibility ramps.  The machines are able to carry
out all standard transactions such as cash with-
drawals, balance inquiry, card activation, among oth-
er such features.  

Gulf Bank continually reviews its services, seeking
to upgrade or refine existing services to meet the
needs of all of its customers. This also is in line with
regulatory authorities and the Central Bank of
Kuwait’s instructions to ensure that all segments of
society are accommodated.

To learn more about any of Gulf Bank’s awards,
products and services, visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56
branches, call the Customer Contact Center on
1805805, or log on to www.e-gulfbank.com , Gulf
Bank’s bilingual website. 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank is proud to announce its ongoing
sponsorship for ‘Ahmadi Music Group’ in 2016 - 2017,
where the bank has been supporting the organization for
the past three years. The Ahmadi Music Group (AMG) car-
ries out popular and significant shows acknowledged
worldwide to enrich the public in Kuwait with artistic and
cultural knowledge.

AMG is one of the oldest and largest arts organizations
in Kuwait, with concert records that go back to the 1950’s.
The organization is now an independent one which seeks
to perform with the highest musical standards. Its aim is to
provide opportunities and encourage active musicians and
instrumentalists in Kuwait to perform in their shows and
events, as well as to take part of their recent choral works
and complete staged operas. Through that, this will help
create a better understanding of the arts world for the cur-
rent and future generations, so as to build on their success-
es. Burgan Bank emphasized that it commits in sponsoring
such artistic and cultural involvements as of its willingness
to retain and enhance the potential abilities and skills in
Kuwait, leading to a successful, multi-talented and pros-
perous future. 

It is worth mentioning that Burgan Bank’s support to
this initiative falls under its recently launched full-fledged
community program entitled ‘ENGAGE’ - Together to be the
change. This program sheds light on important aspects
affecting every segment of the society by promoting social
welfare through educational, cultural, social and health ini-
tiatives. Burgan Bank’s approach to ‘ENGAGE’ begins with a
vital principle that as a Kuwaiti financial institution, its con-
duct and policies should be aligned with the needs and
interests of the Kuwaiti society.

Burgan Bank continues to

sponsor Ahmadi Music Group

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Relations and Security Media Department organized awareness activities this past weekend at the Avenues Mall and the Gate Mall, in order
to give explanations to the public about the work of each of the ministry’s departments. People can also pay their traffic fines and ‘unblock’ their blocked violations at
booths that will be placed in several malls around Kuwait each weekend during the awareness campaign, the ministry announced.

Burgan Bank’s Senior Officer Public Relations Hessa Al-
Najadah is pictured with Richard Bushman, Ahmadi
Music Group’s representative.



MOSUL: Iraqi special forces cleared buildings yesterday
in neighborhoods they entered in eastern Mosul a day
earlier, after pushing out Islamic State militants in their
drive to take back the city, as new images emerged of
the barriers the extremist group mounted to obstruct the
troops’ advance.

Fighting continued in the morning, with both sides
firing mortars and automatic weapons on each other’s
positions, while the Iraqi troops also responded with
artillery. Clashes were most intense in the Al-Bakr neigh-
borhood. Sniper duels played out from rooftops in the
mostly residential areas, where the majority of buildings
are two stories high.

“Daesh is in the city center and we must be very care-
ful as our forces advance,” said Maj Gen Sami Al-Aridi of
the Iraqi special forces, using the Arabic acronym for the
IS group. With more densely packed neighborhoods
ahead, his forces will be challenged to avoid both higher
military and civilian casualties. As he spoke, dozens of
civilians in the Tahrir and Zahara districts emerged from
their homes, some of them carrying white flags, and
headed toward the troops to be evacuated from the bat-
tlefield. The Special Forces launched a two-pronged
assault deeper into Mosul’s urban center on Friday,
unleashing the most intense street battles against IS mili-
tants since the offensive to retake the city began nearly
three weeks ago. At least seven special forces troops
have been killed in the fighting.

Fighting has slowed 
More than 3,000 Iraqi troops took part in the assault

under heavy US-led coalition air support, but the pace of
the fight also slowed as Iraqi forces moved from fighting
in more rural areas with few civilians to the tight, narrow
streets of Mosul proper. At least seven suicide attackers
in explosives-laden vehicles attacked troops on Friday,
five of whom were killed before nearing their targets.

The operation to retake Mosul is expected to take
weeks, if not months. Moving from neighborhood to
neighborhood in house-to-house battles through war-
rens of booby-trapped buildings is time consuming and
Iraq’s military has repeatedly opted for slower operations
in an effort to minimize casualties.

Some 1 million civilians still remain in the city, compli-
cating the advance. IS militants have driven thousands of
residents deeper into the city’s built-up areas to be used
as human shields, while hundreds of others have fled
toward government-controlled territory and thousands
have headed west into Syria.

Yesterday, recent satellite images emerged showing
that the extremists have set up formidable defenses
designed to bog down advancing forces, including rows
of concrete barricades, earth berms and rubble block-
ing key routes leading to the core of the city. The
images taken Monday and made public by Stratfor, a
private intelligence firm based in Austin, Texas, also
showed that IS fighters have cleared terrain and leveled
buildings around Mosul airport and a nearby former
military base on the west bank of the Tigris. The defens-
es “will pose a substantial tactical challenge” to advanc-
ing Iraqi troops as they make their way toward central
Mosul, the firm said.

Mosul is the last major IS stronghold in Iraq, and
expelling the militant group from the city would be a
major blow to the survival of its self-styled “caliphate”
that stretches into Syria. Iraqi forces have made uneven
progress in closing in on the city since the operation
began on Oct 17. Advances have been slower from the
south, with government troops still some 20 miles
away. Kurdish fighters and Iraqi army units are deployed
to the north, while government-sanctioned Shiite mili-
tias are sweeping in from the west to try to cut off any
IS escape route.

Civilians forcibly moved 
Some advances are being made in the south, howev-

er. On Saturday, Iraqi forces assaulted IS positions in the
town of Hamam Al-Alil, which lies along the Tigris river
about 15 kilometers from the southernmost parts of
Mosul. Kurdish television channel Rudaw broadcast live
footage of Iraqi troops and armored vehicles amassing
outside the city as an attack helicopter fired rockets
into the city.

Truckloads full of as many as 1,600 civilians may have
been forcibly moved from Hamam Al-Alil to Tal Afar earli-
er this week and could be transferred onward into Syria

for likely use as human shields, the office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights warned Friday. Another
150 families from the town were moved to Mosul itself,
the UN said. Also in the south, Iraqi troops approached
the outskirts of Hamam Al-Alil, but were facing resistance
from IS fighters, said Lt Col Hussein Ali of the Iraqi Army’s
15th division. He predicted that Iraqi forces could take
the town in a day or two. 

Meanwhile in Baghdad, bombings across the city
killed at least ten people, another grisly but not uncom-
mon reminder of IS’s long-running campaign to destabi-
lize the government. Police said some 37 people were
also wounded in the blasts, which hit the Sheikh Omar,
Abu Ghraib, Rashid and Obaidi areas, across sectarian
boundaries. The deadliest explosion hit a restaurant pop-
ular with mechanics near auto repair shops in the Sheikh
Omar area, killing three and wounding nine.

A medical official confirmed the casualty figures. Both
officials spoke on condition of anonymity as they were
not authorized to release information. No group claimed
immediate responsibility for the attacks, but IS has previ-
ously taken credit for similar attacks. — AP 
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KHAZIR REGION: A displaced Iraqi girl from Mosul walks holding an empty pot after the food finished at a refugee
camp in the Khazir region between Arbil and Mosul. — AFP 

UAE to host region’s 1st

carbon capture plant

ABU DHABI: The Middle East’s first factory to suck
carbon dioxide out of the air has begun operating
in the United Arab Emirates, developers and a min-
ister said yesterday. The plant-said to be the first of
its kind in the Middle East and North Africa-is to
capture up to 800,000 tons of CO2 a year, the
Carbon Capture Company Al Reyadah said. It will
capture CO2 emissions from major steel producer
Emirates Steel Industries (ESI) in Abu Dhabi, before
injecting the gas into the emirate’s oilfields to
boost production there, it said.

“Once it’s ready in terms of CO2 emissions, it will
be like taking 170,000 cars off the streets,” UAE
Energy Minister Suhail Al-Mazrouei said. The minis-
ter said the project had been under study “for a
very long time” and cost around 450 million
dirhams ($120 million/110 million euros). Scientists
say carbon capture is a good solution to decrease
emissions of carbon dioxide, a heat-trapping gas
that contributes to climate change. Similar projects
to capture CO2 are under way in other countries
including in Saudi Arabia. — AFP 

Units clear Mosul buildings after attacks 
Sniper duels play out from rooftops in residential areas
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ISTANBUL: An Istanbul court yesterday ordered
the imprisonment of nine staff from the opposi-
tion Cumhuriyet newspaper, in an intensifying
crackdown a day after the leaders of the coun-
try’s main pro-Kurdish party were also jailed. The
arrests added to growing international alarm
over the use of a state of emergency implement-
ed in the wake of the failed July 15 coup against
critics of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

The Cumhuriyet staff detained earlier this
week, including some of the most prominent
names in Turkish journalism, will now be held
behind bars ahead of a trial, a date for which had
yet to be set. Nine MPs from the opposition pro-
Kurdish People’s Democratic Party (HDP), includ-
ing its co-leaders Selahattin Demirtas and Figen
Yuksekdag, were also jailed ahead of trial by the
courts Friday on terror charges. At total of 13 staff
from Cumhuriyet (Republic) had been detained
in raids on Monday in a swoop that amplified
concerns about press freedoms in Turkey.

Among the nine ordered held ahead of trial
were Cumhuriyet ’s editor-in-chief Murat
Sabuncu, celebrated cartoonist Musa Kart and
influential anti-Erdogan columnist Kadri Gursel.

However, columnists Hikmet Cetinkaya and
Aydin Engin were released on judicial control due
to age and on the grounds of health, the reports
said, while two other suspects from the accounts
department were released without charge. The
suspects are charged with links to the Kurdish
militant Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) and the
movement of US-based preacher Fethullah
Gulen, blamed for the failed coup bid. Gulen
denies the accusations.

‘Worrisome trend’ 
Cumhuriyet has for months been in the

crosshairs of the Turkish authorities. Earlier this
year former editor-in-chief Can Dundar was given
a five years and 10 months jail sentence for
revealing state secrets in a front-page story. An
arrest warrant has also been issued for Dundar in
the current case but he has quit Turkey for
Germany.  “Our ‘crime’ is our writing, our head-
lines, our news. We will write again. 

We will write even more,” Dundar wrote on
Twitter, Demirtas and Yuksekdag, meanwhile,
spent a first night behind bars after their arrest
on Friday. Although their hearings took place in

the southeastern city of Diyarbakir, both were
flown to prisons in the west of Turkey well away
from their strongholds in the east. Demirtas is
now in prison in Edirne province close to the
Greek and Bulgarian borders while Yuksekdag
was taken to Kocaeli just east of Istanbul,
reports said.

After his arrest, Demirtas said in a written
statement read by his lawyer that he was the vic-
tim of a “civilian coup by the government and the
palace”. Dogan news agency showed dramatic
footage of Demirtas arriving in Edirne province
on a helicopter which landed in the middle of an
athletics field before he was taken to prison in a
multi-vehicle convoy.

Their arrest along with those of the seven oth-
er HDP MPs, on various charges of membership
of the PKK and making “terror propaganda” for
the group, sparked immediate alarm among
Turkey’s Western allies. EU foreign policy chief
Federica Mogherini said she was “extremely wor-
ried” over the detentions while US State
Department spokesman John Kirby said there
was a “worrisome trend” of limiting freedom of
expression in Turkey. — AFP 

Turkish court jails nine 

staff of opposition daily
Arrests add to growing international alarm 

WASHINGTON: After Iraqi security forces eventually
recapture Mosul, the Islamic State group will be left
with only Raqa in neighboring Syria as a bastion,
and the jihadists’ self-proclaimed “caliphate” will be
largely gone. The US-led coalition has been striking
IS across both countries for more than two years,
and has long held Raqa in its sights-an IS defeat
there would be a defining endpoint of the cam-
paign.  But Pentagon chief Ashton Carter surprised
commanders last week when he declared the actual
assault on Raqa could start “in the next few weeks,”
after British Defense Minister Michael Fallon made a
similar prediction.

Privately, many high-ranking Pentagon officials

were caught off-guard, and expressed skepticism
the Raqa push could start so soon, given the
Gordian knot of unpredictability in the chaos of
Syria. Carter’s timeline is “a little more ahead of what
I have been hearing so far,” one US defense official
told AFP on condition of anonymity, choosing his
words carefully. Another US defense official said the
military’s expectations for Raqa-a city with a pre-war
population of about 220,000 — didn’t match
Carter’s timeline.  And a third military official said
that while the assault could theoretically start in
weeks, it may take “single-digit months,” pushing the
possible timeline out to “nine months or less.” That
official added the assault may yet start before 2017,

“but it could drag on further for other reasons we
can’t control.” “It’s up to” the local forces, he added.
“We are ready if they are ready.”

Even before the start of a ground offensive, likely
to be fought along similar lines to the one happen-
ing in Mosul, coalition planes must complete the
“isolation,” “shaping” and “envelopment” of Raqa.
This entails non-stop strikes on IS fighting positions
and the slicing of supply lines into and out of the
northern Syrian city. Coalition spokesman Colonel
John Dorrian said those operations had already par-
tially succeeded, and had helped cut routes from
Raqa to and from Europe. “What we’re talking about
is a higher level of isolation that greatly reduces the

freedom of movement of Daesh to go into and
come out of that city,” he said.

Unknown factors 
Military officials are grappling with a slew of

unknowns that have not been at play in the Mosul
fight. Whereas Iraqi security forces are a mostly
cohesive fighting force under centralized control,
the US-led coalition is relying on a more nebulous
fighting crew in Syria. The Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) number around 30,000 fighters, two thirds of
whom are Kurds fighting under the banner of the
Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG,) with Syrian
Arabs broadly making up the rest. — AFP 

Raqa assault might take longer than Pentagon chief predicts

BEIRUT: At least 74 civilians, including 25
children, were killed in the 8-day-old
offensive launched by Syrian opposition
fighters against the western edge of the
government-held part of Aleppo city, a
Syrian opposition monitoring group said
yesterday.

Opposition fighters launched the pro-
tracted attack on Oct 28 on government-
held Aleppo, aiming to break a months-
long government-imposed siege on the
eastern part of the city they control.  They
have since advanced on a number of
neighborhoods on the city’s western edge,
capturing al-Assad district and Minian vil-
lage as pro-government forces fought back
to regain control. The Syrian military said
the first three days of the rebel offensive
left more than 80 people killed. It was not
immediately possible to reconcile the dis-
crepancy in casualty figures.

Rights groups and the UN have sharply
criticized the opposition groups for the
indiscriminate shelling of western Aleppo
districts that resulted in a number of civil-
ian deaths. Such criticism has largely been
reserved for the government and its allies
for indiscriminate bombing of residential
areas. Prior to the rebel offensive and in
less than a month, more than 400 civilians,
many of them children, have been killed in
bombings that also hit a school and med-
ical facilities, and nearly 2,000 wounded in
rebel-held Aleppo and surrounding areas.
The Observatory said yesterday that three
civilian deaths were recorded in rebel-held
Aleppo districts in the past week. Russia
had declared a halt on airstrikes on the
besieged part of the city since Oct18. But
there were reports of airstrikes on the city’s
edge and in rural areas.

Punishing aerial campaign
On Friday, a renewed 10-hour Russian

offer of a moratorium on airstrikes on
rebel-held parts of Aleppo expired. None of

the area’s estimated 275,000 residents
evacuated the territory, as was urged by
Russian and Syrian officials. There were
fears that a punishing aerial campaign
would resume on the city after the expira-
tion. But early afternoon yesterday, there
were no reports of airstrikes in the city.

However, Syrian activists reported
airstrikes on western rural Aleppo province
against rebel positions. Footage from the
activist-run Thiqa News Agency allegedly
showed missiles targeting the town of
Darat Izza in northwestern Aleppo
province. A team of first responders known
as the Syrian Civil  Defense, or White
Helmets, said at least three people were
killed in the airstrikes and 15 others
wounded. There has been an intense aerial
bombing campaign in the western Aleppo
countryside and nearby Idlib province.
Rebels said it appeared to be an attempt to
sever the rebels supply lines.

An insurgent alliance, known as the
Army of Conquest and which includes the
Al-Qaeda-linked group Fatah Al-Sham
Front, has led the attack on western
Aleppo. It is the second time insurgents
have tried to break the siege imposed on
the territory since July. An earlier offensive
that breached the siege in August for a few
weeks was repelled, and the seal on east-
ern Aleppo re-imposed.

Abu Saeed Al-Halabi, a Dutch member
of Fatah Al-Sham based in Aleppo, said
Russia has intensified its airstrikes during
the insurgent-led offensive on Aleppo’s
western countryside, “the proposed end
destination” for the potential evacuees
from eastern Aleppo. He said that the aerial
campaign has not curtailed the rebel offen-
sive. “This offensive will take longer than
previous ones because the attacks take
place in urban areas and the regime mili-
tias have a lot to lose if this siege is broken,”
he told The Associated Press in a text mes-
sage from Aleppo. — AP 

Monitor: 74 killed in 8 days 

of Aleppo rebel offensive

NEW YORK: There was never any doubt
Juana Alvarez’s 18- and 20-year-old
American-born daughters would be tak-
ing part in the election this year. Alvarez
did her best to see to that. “I had two
people I wanted to get registered and I
registered them,” Alvarez, a 39-year-old
housekeeper in Brooklyn who came to
the US from Mexico as a teenager, said
through a translator.

For Alvarez and the estimated 11 mil-
lion other immigrants living illegally in
the US, this is a potentially crucial elec-
tion, with Republican Donald Trump
talking about mass deportations and a
border wall and Democrat Hillary
Clinton pledging to support immigration
reform and protect President Barack
Obama’s executive actions on behalf of
immigrants.

Come Election Day, these immigrants
will be watching from the sidelines, their
future in the hands of others. Under the
US Constitution, only full citizens can
vote; legal immigrants who are green
card holders also are not allowed to cast
a ballot. Trump has spoken of fears of
election fraud or that immigrants living
illegally in the country might vote. More
broadly, he has said all  immigrants
should play by the legal rules.

Alvarez and others l ike her say
although they can’t vote, they have
been taking part in get-out-the-vote
efforts among citizens. In places like
New York, California,  Arizona and
Virginia, they have been knocking on
doors and making telephone calls, regis-
tering people, urging them to go to the
polls, and telling their stories in hopes

of persuading voters to keep the inter-
ests of immigrants in mind when they
go into the booth. “For me, it’s impor-
tant that those who can vote come out
of the shadows and make their voices
heard,” Alvarez said.

Power in their hands 
Isabel Medina, a 43-year-old from Los

Angeles who has been in the country
illegally for 20 years and has three sons,
two born in the US, has worked phone
banks and taken part in voter registra-
tion drives for US citizens, making sure
that “even though they’re frustrated,
they are disappointed, they still realize it
is really important, that they know the
power that they have in their hands.” She
says she emphasized the need to vote
for all the races, not just the presidency,
and the importance of taking part in ref-
erendums and propositions.

Even though these immigrants can’t
vote, their pre-Election Day efforts make
a difference, said Karina Ruiz, 32, of
Phoenix, who came to the US illegally
from Mexico when she was 15 and is act-
ing executive director of the Arizona
Dream Act Coalition, an immigrant-
advocacy group that has been doing
get-out-the-vote work. “It is making an
impact because those people who
wouldn’t vote otherwise, when they lis-
ten to my story and hear their vote does
count and make a difference, they’re
encouraged to participate and be my
voice,” said Ruiz, who has a work permit
and an exemption from deportation
under Obama’s Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals policy. — AP 

US illegal immigrants  

see election as crucial DIYARBAKIR: Confusion reigned yesterday over
who carried out an attack in Turkey that left 11
dead, with one source claiming it was the
Islamic State but authorities insisting Kurdish
militants were to blame. Turkish Prime Minister
Binali Yildirim had said Friday’s bombing near
police headquarters in Diyarkabir was carried
out by the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), which
has regularly targeted security forces since end-
ing a truce in 2015.

But the US-based SITE Intelligence Group cit-
ed an “insider source” for the IS-affiliated Amaq
news agency as saying “fighters from the Islamic
State detonated an explosives-laden vehicle
parked in front of a Turkish police headquarters
in Diyarbakir in southeastern Turkey.” The local

governorate in Diyarbakir yesterday then issued
a new statement insisting the bombing was car-
ried out by the PKK, saying this conclusion was
based on intercepted radio conversations. It said
that the three tons of explosives used in the
bombing were activated by a PKK operative with
the codename “Kemal”.

“This information clearly shows that the attack
was carried out by the separatist terror organiza-
tion,” it said, using the customary official phrase
for the PKK. The early morning attack on a police
headquarters in the Kurdish-majority of
Diyarbakir initially left nine people dead, includ-
ing two police officers, and over 100 wounded.
The state-run Anadolu news agency said the toll
rose to 11 yesterday after two more civilian vic-

tims succumbed to their wounds.
The explosion left a swathe of devastation,

blowing out the entire front of a nearby apart-
ment block and leaving the surroundings cov-
ered in rubble. Emergency workers yesterday sift-
ed through the damage while residents arrived
to recuperate whatever belongings they could
salvage, an AFP photographer said. The pro-
Kurdish People’s Democratic Party (HDP) said six
of its MPs, including its co-leaders, had narrowly
escaped injury in the attack as they were being
held in the police complex following their deten-
tion overnight.

If confirmed, the Islamist State claim of
responsibility would be its first for an attack in
Turkey, although the jihadist group has been
blamed over the last year for a series of strikes
against Kurdish activists, tourists and on Istanbul
airport. There has so far been no denial or claim
of responsibility from the PKK.

IS call for attacks 
In an audio message released earlier this

week, reclusive IS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
broke a nearly year-long silence to call for attacks
against Turkey, as well as Saudi Arabia, and for his
fighters to hold their ground in their stronghold
of Mosul, Iraq. Ankara has troops stationed at a
base just outside Mosul and Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s escalating rhetoric has
raised fears of an expanded Turkish military inter-
vention in Iraq. Yildirim said the PKK had again
showed its “ugly face” with the attack. The HDP
meanwhile said its co-leaders Selahattin
Demirtas and Figen Yuksekdag as well as four
other MPs had been brought to the police com-
plex overnight after their detention early Friday.
It said in a statement Demirtas had been taken to
court just before the attack and Yuksekdag was in
the complex when it happened. Without directly
saying its MPs were the target, it noted that the
minibus packed with explosives had blown up
early following an alert from a taxi driver. —AFP 

Confusion over deadly Turkey bombing claims

DIYARBAKIR: People collect their belongings in a destroyed building a day after a strong blast
in the southeastern Turkish city. — AFP 

COLONGE: People attend a pro-Kurdish demonstration in Cologne, western Germany, as part of an international day in sup-
port to Kurds. — AFP 

ALEPPO: This frame grab from video provided by Thiqa news agency, a Syrian oppo-
sition media outlet that is consistent with independent AP reporting, shows flames
rises from an explosive vehicle bomb that attacked a Syrian government position, in
southwest of Aleppo, Syria, Friday, Oct, 28, 2016. — AP 
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MIAMI: For decades, older Cubans have loved to
talk politics as they played dominoes and
slapped tiles down on the board. And they were
almost uniformly Republican. But in this election
between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump, they
are torn. The Republican Trump now talks a
good game on opposing the communist regime
in Havana, and this sits well with older Miami
Cubans.

However, his tough and often nasty com-
ments about immigrants, Mexicans and other
Latinos, do not. “Donald Trump says a lot of stu-
pid things,” said Carlos Padron, 61. “He is a racist
and as a Latino I do not agree with him because
he is attacking my people,” Padron said as he sat
in a Little Havana park that is a magnet for domi-
no players. But Padron points to the other 50-
odd players at the park and says, “none of them
will admit it, but most of those who are here will
vote for him.”

Hispanics in America are mostly Democrats,
but Cuban Americans have traditionally been
largely conservative. Older generations fled from
the island in the years or decades after Fidel
Castro took power, and they despise him and his
younger brother Raul, who is now in power. But
this tendency has changed in recent years as
more younger Cubans, less bent on opposing
the Castros and more open to good US-Cuban
ties, have come to Miami.

So Trump’s strategy in his intense campaign
in Florida-a battleground state that he needs to
win to take the presidency-has been to woo the
older Cuban exiles who emigrated in the 1960s
and 70s. Cubans make up 31 percent of the
Hispanic vote in Florida and 18 percent of the
total electorate, according to the Pew Research
Center. Polls show Trump and Clinton neck and
neck in Florida. Trump made a play for older
Cuban-Americans a month ago when he moved
away from his vague support for detente in US-
Cuban relations.

Now, Trump fiercely opposes the idea of the
United States lifting the embargo it imposed on
Cuba after Fidel Castro came to power. The
embargo is still in place even though the two
countries restored diplomatic relations in 2015,
ending 50 years of enmity. Older Cubans love
that kind of tough stance against Havana. On
Wednesday, Trump made another appeal for
their support.

“We will cancel Obama’s one-sided Cuban
deal, made by executive order, if we do not get
the deal we want and the deal that people living
in Cuba and here deserve, including protecting
religious and political freedom,” Trump told a
Miami rally, alluding to the restoration of ties.
But does it make sense to court these older
Cubans when the broader Cuban American
community prefers better relations between the
two former enemies? A poll released last month
by Florida International University found that 63

percent of Cuban Americans in Miami are
against the embargo, initially aimed at crippling
and overthrowing the Castro regime.

‘Throw out the criminals’ 
Jorge Duany, director of the university’s

Cuban Research Institute, said Trump is operat-
ing under the premise that many younger
Cubans, or ones that arrived more recently, can-
not vote in American elections.

“Trump is betting that the strongest vote
within the community is the conservative vote,
the Republican vote and the vote of people
over age 65,” Duany said. “On the other hand,
many of the young and those who arrived
recently are not US citizens.” But Clinton, who is
more popular among young people and
minorities, has been firm in her support of
warmer ties with Cuba.

This did not exact too much of a political cost
because of the emerging ideological change
among Miami’s Cuban Americans, as pro-
detente sentiment comes to dominate. Clinton
has another ace up her sleeve: older Cubans may
like Trump’s tough talk on the Castros, but his

anti-immigrant rhetoric is hard for them to stom-
ach. Clinton says she is in favor of comprehen-
sive immigration reform, and says she will main-
tain a 1966 law that gives special treatment to
Cuban migrants.

Early in his campaign Trump criticized that
law, but as he often does, he later changed his
position. But he has been consistently dogged
on fighting illegal immigration. And this has
sowed unprecedented division among conser-
vative Cuban Americans. “The Trump campaign
that began in Miami by fighting and criticizing
Mexican migrants had an effect on the Cuban
community,” said Duany.

“Many Cubans took this personally, and
since then there has been resistance to sup-
porting his campaign.” But many Cubans,
because they have special migratory privileges,
do not identify with the anti-Trump movement
that has galvanized other Hispanic Americans.
“I totally agree with securing the borders,” said
Denise Galvez, a Cuban American who founded
Latinas for Trump. “To keep good immigrants
who want to work, first you have to throw out
the criminals.” — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Is “C’mon, man” President
Barack Obama’s new “Yes, We Can?” The
president is deploying the phrase “c’mon,
man” to great - and sometimes humorous -
effect in the midst of an aggressive burst of
campaigning to help elect Democratic
presidential nominee Hillary Clinton on
Tuesday. Those three little words are help-
ing Obama convey what the White House
says is his frustration with Republican presi-
dential nominee Donald Trump and GOP
lawmakers in Congress.

And just as “Yes, We Can” became a rally-
ing cry during Obama’s presidential cam-
paigns, so has “C’mon, man” become one
during this campaign - Obama’s last one. In
Fayetteville, North Carolina, on Friday,
Obama railed against Trump backers who
the president said make excuses or justify
things the New York businessman has said
that would be “completely disqualifying” for
another candidate.

“We hear people justifying it and mak-
ing excuses about it and saying, ‘Well, you
know, he didn’t really mean it,’ or ‘it’s locker-
room talk,’ or ‘well, maybe he did mean it
but as long as he supports tax cuts for the
rich’ or ‘as long as he supports doing the
things we want to do, it’s OK,’” Obama said.
“C’mon man,” he added, ril ing up the
crowd. “We can’t be thinking somehow that
just because he agrees with you on some
policy issue or just because you’re frustrat-
ed with government that it’s OK to display
the kind of behavior he displays.”

Urbandictionary.com says “c’mon, man”
is what a person would say to someone
who says or does something stupid. A day
earlier in Miami, Obama criticized Trump
for being so thin-skinned that he can’t take

the ribbing of a “Saturday Night Live” skit.
“This is a guy who, like, tweets they should
cancel ‘Saturday Night Live’ - ‘I don’t like
how Alec Baldwin is imitating me.’ Really?”
Obama said. “I mean, that’s the thing that
bothers you, and you want to be president
of the United States? C’mon, man. C’mon,”
as the audience applauded its approval.

Vote rallies 
People attending the get-out-the-vote

rallies Obama has been headlining in key
states this week for Clinton, his former sec-
retary of state, are noticing. In Miami, an
audience member didn’t miss the beat as
Obama complained about Republican
obstructionism. He said he sometimes pro-
poses GOP ideas to Republicans to get their
reaction, which often is that they can’t sup-
port anything he’s for, even if the idea first
came from a Republican. “C’mon, man!” the
person yelled. To which Obama replied
back, “C’mon, man!” Asked whether “C’mon,
man” is Obama’s new, “Yes, We Can,” White
House spokesman Eric Schultz said: “I think
it’s trending.” 

The phrase is also the name of a regular
feature on ESPN, one of Obama’s favorite
TV networks. Schultz said it “sums up the
frustration that not only the president has,
but that a lot of voters have.” As an exam-
ple, Schultz criticized some Republican sen-
ators for now pledging to block any
Supreme Court nominee Clinton would put
forward, if she is elected. They blocked
Obama’s pick for the high court this year on
grounds that the next president - not one
in his final months - should get to fill the
vacancy created by Justice Antonin Scalia’s
death last February. — AP 

Obama rallying cry goes from 

‘Yes, We Can’ to ‘C’mon man’

NORTH CAROLINA: A supporter of Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
interrupts President Barack Obama’s speech at Fayetteville State University, Friday,
Nov 4, 2016 in Fayetteville, NC, during a campaign rally in support of Democratic
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton. — AP 

Normally conservative Cuban 

Americans divided over Trump
‘Donald Trump says a lot of stupid things’

MIAMI: Supporters for Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump hold signs at a
rally. — AFP 
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LAGOS: One of more than 200 school-
girls abducted by jihadist group Boko
Haram from their school in northeast
Nigeria’s Chibok in 2014 has been found
by soldiers, a Nigerian army spokesman
said on yesterday, weeks after the mili-
tants released 21 of the girls. Around
270 girls were kidnapped in April 2014
by the Islamist militant group, which has
killed 15,000 people and displaced more
than two million during a seven-year
insurgency aimed at creating an Islamic
caliphate in the north-east.

Dozens escaped in the initial melee,
but more than 200 remained missing for
more than two years. Sani Usman said
the girl, Maryam Ali Maiyanga, was dis-
covered by troops who were screening
escapees from Boko Haram’s base in the
Sambisa forest yesterday morning in
Pulka, Gwoza Local Government Area, in
Borno State. “She was discovered to be
carrying a 10-month-old son, named Ali.
She has been taken to the unit’s medical
facility for (a) proper medical check up,”
said Usman.

Last month,  21 of the girls  were
released by Boko Haram following talks
with the government brokered by the
International Red Cross and the Swiss
government.  The government has
vowed to rescue the girls still being
held. The first of the schoolgirls to be

found was discovered by soldiers on the
edge of the Sambisa forest, a former
colonial game reserve in Borno state
about 100 km (60 miles) from the village
of Chibok, in May.

Military offensive
Nigeria’s military has been carrying

out a large-scale offensive in the vast
woodland area and other parts of Borno
state, the epicenter of the insurgency, in
the last few weeks. Usman said troops
killed 14 suspected Boko Haram mili-
tants on Friday during a clash at Mallam
Fatori, northern Borno State. “We lost an
officer and four soldiers, while four other
soldiers sustained various degrees of
injuries during the encounter,” he said.

Boko Haram has kidnapped hundreds
of men, women and children but the
kidnapping of the Chibok girls brought
worldwide attention to the group and
widespread condemnation. The group,
which last year pledged loyalty to the
militant group Islamic State, controlled a
swathe of land around the size of
Belgium in early 2015. Nigeria’s army,
aided by troops from neighboring coun-
tries, has since recaptured most of the
territory, although the jihadist group still
stages suicide bombings in the north-
east, as well as in neighboring Niger and
Cameroon. — Reuters 

Territory row looms over Cyprus showdown talks
NICOSIA: Rival Cypriot leaders will broach a
multi-billion-euro territory dispute next week
in Switzerland as part of UN-backed peace
talks aimed at solving one of the world’s
longest-running political crises. Negotiations
are due to discuss the previously intractable
issue of territorial  adjustments on the
Mediterranean resort island-a main bone of
contention during four decades of discord
between its Greek- and Turkish-speaking
communities.

Cyprus has been divided since 1974, when
Turkish troops occupied its northern third in
response to an Athens-inspired coup seeking
union with Greece. UN-brokered talks
between Greek Cypriot leader Nicos
Anastasiades and his Turkish Cypriot counter-
part Mustafa Akinci began 17 months ago

and have been billed as the island’s last best
chance for an enduring peace deal.

Anastasiades this week urged both sides to
“seize the opportunity not only to eliminate
or reduce existing differences... but to achieve
such progress on territory which allows us to
lead to a final settlement”. But talks have been
beset by problems-including disputes over
property and compensation-and Turkish
Cypriot foreign minister Tahsin Ertugruloglu
told AFP last month that the peace process
was “obviously a failure”. Analysts say that any
deal hinges on the issue of territory swaps,
which could see a number of Turkish Cypriots
displaced from their homes.

“Certain psychological barriers have been
broken through if they can actually sit down
with maps and share their positions with each

other,” said Fiona Mullen, a Cyprus-based ana-
lyst at Sapienta Economics. The two leaders
will attempt to agree on the internal bound-
ary between two future constituent states,
allowing for the return of some areas in
Turkish-held northern Cyprus to the Greek
Cypriots.

Security ‘really the endgame’ 
“Territory is naturally connected to prop-

erty issues and security because it affects the
daily life of people living near the borders,”
Turkish Cypriot analyst Mete Hatay told AFP.
Without an agreement on territory there can
be no decision on how many refugees can
return to their former homes or how the plans
for restoration, exchange or compensation of
property-which could run to billions of euros

(dollars) — will work. “If they crack this issue
then we will be on the way to the big, multi-
party discussions on security,” Mullen said.
“That’s really the endgame.”

Although initially costly, the International
Monetary Fund believes any deal would pro-
vide a long-term boost for Cyprus, which
needed a multi-billion-euro bailout in 2013 to
rescue its teetering economy. “The potential is
a tremendous opportunity in terms of invest-
ments and trade in the long run,” the IMF’s
Cyprus representative said this week. The EU’s
foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini, in
Nicosia last week, said a Cyprus settlement
would be a “game changer” for the entire east-
ern Mediterranean.

The last major peace push ended in 2004
when a proposal worked out by then-UN

Secretary General Kofi Annan was accepted
by most Turkish Cypriots but resoundingly
dismissed by Greek Cypriots. The island-home
to several British military bases-is an EU mem-
ber but its division remains a major hurdle in
Turkey’s accession bid.

United Nations chief Ban Ki-Moon has said
he would like to see a final settlement of the
Cyprus conflict before he steps down on
December 31. Any deal would then need to
be voted on by both communities. “There’s a
general feeling that this is the small window
to reach an agreement on all major political
issues,” Mullen said. Akinci, during a speech
this week, said: “This is not something that we
can keep discussing after 50 years for another
50 years. Everyone, including the UN, is aware
of this.” — AFP 

MONTEVIDEO: Florencia was just 10 years
old when her stepfather suffocated her
with a plastic bag. Lucia was 16 when two
men drugged her, raped her and fatally
impaled her on a spike. Joseline was 22
when she was found strangled to death,
her body covered in bruises. They are three
of the latest victims in a wave of horrific
violence against women and girls that is
stoking outrage in Latin America.

These three young women’s countries-
Chile, Argentina and Mexico-have, like
much of the region, been swept by protests

condemning domestic violence, machismo
and what activists call a culture that values
women less than men. The movement is
gaining momentum. In Peru, President
Pedro Pablo Kuczynski joined a protest in
August that drew 50,000 people. Across the
region, powerful labor unions and political
parties are joining in.

“There is a change, and it’s very impor-
tant,” said Lakshmi Puri, the deputy execu-
tive director of UN Women. “This whole cry
of zero tolerance is now catching on every-
where.” Puri compared what is happening

in Latin America to her native India, where
shock over the brutal gang rape and tor-
ture of a 23-year-old student unleashed a
historic protest movement in 2012. “It’s that
same outrage now that is being provoked
by this gruesome and brutal violence that
is perpetrated against women and girls” in
Latin America, she told AFP. She con-
demned the region’s “culture of machismo,”
saying it fueled the violence. Of the 25
countries that register the most women’s
murders worldwide, half are in Latin
America, she said.

Social networks 
“It’s tremendously dangerous to be a

woman in Latin America,” said Ariadna
Estevez, a researcher in human rights at the
National Autonomous University of Mexico.
Mexicans have been protesting violence
against women for at least 20 years, she
said-starting with the brutal murders of
hundreds of women and girls in Ciudad
Juarez, on the US border. But that move-
ment was mainly confined to victims’
friends and families.

Lately, there has been a broader, region-
wide “wake-up call,” she said. In Argentina,
the protests started last year with a move-
ment called #NiUnaMenos (Not One
Woman Less).  Born on Twitter and
Facebook, it has since spread to several
other countries. In Mexico, it is called the
Violet Spring (#PrimaveraVioleta). “Social
networks played a fundamental role,” said
Estevez-and not just to mobilize people. “It
was also a form of catharsis,” she said. “A lot
of women had never talked about sexual
harassment and the violence they had
faced. You realize it’s not just you, it’s the

majority of women.” That is the case in
Brazil,  where the hashtag
#MeuPrimeiroAssedio (My First
Harassment) has gone viral. In Uruguay,
where social worker Fanny Samuniski has
been helping abused women for years, she
says she has noticed a change. “Now they
arrive asking, What are my rights?” she said.

New generation 
In Uruguay, one of the first countries in

deeply Catholic Latin America to legalize
divorce and abortion, 19 women have been
killed by their partners or exes so far this
year, activists say. One case horrified the
country in June, when a man set fire to his
ex-girlfriend’s house, badly burning her
and killing her three daughters and a
friend. “Women are reporting (domestic
violence) much more, but they still put up
with it for 10 years first,” said Samuniski.

Part of the problem, she said, is they
often have no means to support them-
selves. She is pushing for Uruguay to pass a
law imposing harsher sentences for “femi-
cide,” as 16 Latin American countries have
done. Samuniski, who is nearly 80, said she
has seen an awakening in the region. “The
women of my generation were much more
timid. They (the younger generations) are
fighters,” she said. Women today are “born
and raised in another context,” with more
access to economic and educational
resources, said Maria Nieves Rico, an
Argentine who focuses on gender issues at
the UN’s Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean. Change in the
region will take time, but “we are hearing
their voices, and that always helps. Silence
does not,” she said. — AFP 

LONDON: Prime Minister Theresa May was urged yesterday
to try to quell the furor sparked by a High Court ruling that
she needs parliamentary approval before triggering
Britain’s exit from the EU. Former ministers called on her to
address the angry backlash after three senior judges
upheld a challenge to her right to start the departure
process without MPs having their say first.

May spent Friday trying to assure European leaders that
Thursday’s verdict would not affect her timetable for trig-
gering Article 50, the formal procedure for leaving the
European Union. But on the domestic front, members of
her governing centre-right Conservative Party and pro-
Brexit newspapers were raging about the ruling, fearing it
could derail the process. Bob Neill, the chairman of parlia-
ment’s scrutiny committee on justice affairs, said the
attacks were “threatening the independence of our judici-
ary”, as he urged May to intervene.

“Some of the things which have been said about the
court’s judgment by politicians have been utterly disgrace-
ful,” the Conservative told The Times newspaper. May and
her government “must now make clear that the independ-
ence of the judiciary is fundamental to our democracy. You
have to respect that even if you think they have got a deci-
sion wrong”, he said.

‘Losing the plot’    
Ex-minister Anna Soubry, a prominent Remain cam-

paigner, told The Guardian newspaper that some media
coverage was “inciting hatred”. “What message are we
sending out to the rest of the world? Probably that this
nation is in grave danger of losing the plot-and I think we
might have done.” The Daily Mail, which branded the
judges “enemies of the people”, said Saturday it was an
“anti-democratic ruling”, as other newspapers kept up the
heat.

Opposition Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn was expected
to call on May to set out her Brexit negotiating strategy in
parliament “without delay” in the wake of the High Court
ruling. “There must be transparency and accountability to
parliament about the government’s plans,” he was to say to
a think tank in London on Saturday, according to pre-
released extracts of the speech. “I suspect the government
opposes democratic scrutiny of its plans because frankly-
there aren’t any plans, beyond the hollow rhetoric of ‘Brexit
means Brexit’.”

On Friday, May telephoned European Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker, European Council President
Donald Tusk, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and
French President Francois Hollande. She told them the gov-
ernment still intended to invoke Article 50 between the
New Year and the end of March, and that she was confi-
dent of winning a Supreme Court appeal against
Thursday’s ruling.

Early election speculation 
The High Court decision raises the prospect of a pro-

tracted parliamentary debate, although EU leaders have
urged a swift departure. In a sign of the likely parliamen-
tary storms ahead, pro-Brexit Conservative lawmaker
Stephen Phillips resigned as an MP on Friday, citing “irrec-
oncilable policy differences with the current government”.
He said “quitter” was a label he could live with, but
“Conservative no longer is”.

The resignation leaves May’s government with a slim
working majority of 14 in the 650-member House of
Commons. It also fuelled speculation of an early general
election, though Downing Street maintains that polls
should not be brought forward from 2020. The Daily
Telegraph newspaper reported Saturday that ministers
were openly discussing the possibility. It quoted an
unnamed government member as saying: “The problem
we have got is we have a Brexit majority in the country and
a Remain majority in parliament.

“Given this court judgement and the likelihood that
we won’t win the appeal... I am now open-minded to an
early election as many colleagues are.” The pound-which
has tumbled to multi-year lows since the referendum-
soared against the dollar and euro, standing at $1.25 dur-
ing afternoon trading in London on Friday. Meanwhile,
the White House urged Britain and the EU to “continue to
be flexible and work this out in a process that is smooth,
pragmatic, transparent and productive” following the
court ruling. —  AFP 

RICHMOND: Days after Rolling Stone
magazine published a shocking 9,000-
word story about a brutal gang rape at
the University of Virginia in November
2014, the magazine’s editors received an
email just before 2 am with “Our worst
nightmare” in  the subjec t  l ine.  They
needed to run a retraction, the reporter
said. Instead, Rolling Stone kept the arti-
cle on its website for four months before
finally pulling it down that April and offi-
cially retracting the story.

That decision was enough to convince
a federal jury in Charlottesville on Friday
that the magazine defamed a university
administrator, who claimed she was cast
as the “chief villain” in the now-discredit-
ed story “A Rape on Campus.” The 10-per-
son jury found also found that journalist
Sabrina Rubin Erdely and the magazine’s
publisher were responsible for libel, with
actual malice.

Eramo claimed the article falsely said
she discouraged the woman identified
only as “Jackie” from reporting the inci-
dent to police. A police investigation
found no evidence to back up Jackie’s
claims about being raped. Eramo was
seeking $7.5 million from her lawsuit.
Jurors are expected to return to court
n e x t  we e k  to  d e c i d e  h ow  m u c h  to
award her.

Distrust of press 
The decision comes at a time when

the public’s distrust of the press runs
deep and is  the latest  in a  year  that
brought large judgments against other
media outlets.  I n  March,  former pro
wrestler Hulk Hogan won a $140 million
invasion- of-pr ivac y verdic t  against
Gawker for posting a sex tape of him.
Gawker settled with Hogan for $31 mil-
lion this month. Last month, The News &
Observer of Raleigh was ordered to pay
about $6 million in a State Bureau of
Investigation agent’s libel lawsuit.

Samantha Barbas, a law professor at
the University of Buffalo, said it appears
that media outlets are being threatened
with and hit with more lawsuits than
ever, and juries seem more willing to
s ide with people  who c la im they ’ve
been injured by the press. “The climate
seems to be one where people, especial-
ly public figures, don’t fear taking on the
press as they might have in the past,”
said Barbas, who studies the intersection
of the First Amendment, culture, media
and privacy.

The magazine also faces a $25 million
defamation lawsuit from the University
of Virginia’s  Phi Kappa Psi  fraternity,
where Jackie claimed her sexual assault
took place. Because the judge deter-
mined that Eramo was a public figure,
she had to prove Rolling Stone made

statements with “actual malice,” meaning
it knew that what it was writing about
her was false or  enter tained serious
doubts about whether it might be true.

Jurors found that the magazine and
its publisher, Wenner Media, acted with
actual malice because they republished
the ar ticle on Dec 5 after they knew
about the problems with Jackie’s story.
The magazine put an editor ’s note on
top of the story that day acknowledging
its reporting mistakes, but did not use
the word retraction and kept the story
online. Rolling Stone’s attorneys argued
that the editor’s note was effectively a
retraction, but jurors rejected that idea.
The magazine did not say it was official-
ly retracting the article until the follow-
ing April.

Actual malice 
The jury also found that Erdely acted

with actual malice on six claims: two
statements in the article and four state-
ments to media outlets after the story
was published. In one instance, Erdely
wrote in the story that Eramo had a “non-
reaction” when she heard from Jackie
that two other women were also gang-
raped at the same Virginia fraternity.
Libby Locke, an attorney for Eramo, said
she and her client are pleased with the
decision. “The jury’s verdict is a complete
vindication of Nicole Eramo, and a com-
plete repudiation of Rolling Stone’s and
Ms Erdely’s false and defamatory article,”
Locke said in an email. In a statement
Fr iday,  Rol l ing Stone apologized to
Eramo and others impacted by the arti-
cle. A spokeswoman for the magazine
said she couldn’t say whether it plans to
appeal the decision.”It is our deep hope
that our failings do not deflect from the
pervasive issues discussed in the piece,
and that reporting on sexual assault cas-
es ultimately results in campus policies
that better protect our students,” the
magazine said.

David S Ardia, an assistant professor
of law and co-director of the Center for
Media Law and Policy at the UNC School
of Law, said the magazine’s statement
Friday suggests it is likely to ultimately
settle rather than appeal the verdict.
“Most defendants issue a statement say-
ing they plan to fight at every level of
appeal possible,” but that ’s not what
Rolling Stone said on Friday, he said.
Defendants contest  the jur y ’s  rul ing
because they often win on appeal even
when they lose in front of the jury, Ardia
said. But in this case, there is a great deal
of evidence that seems to point to 

significant doubt about the story - not
in the reporter ’s mind but in editors’
minds - at the time the story was pub-
lished, he said.— AP 

UK PM urged 

to quell Brexit 

ruling backlash

LONDON: Britain’s Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn
gives a speech at the TUC Congress Centre. — AP 

Shocked by women’s murders, 

Latin Americans to fight back
Cry of zero tolerance now catching on everywhere 

CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico: This file photo taken on October 12 2003 shows wooden
crosses in a waste land at the place where the corpses of eight women were found
murdered in 2001. — AFP 

Rolling Stone’s ‘worst nightmare’ continues

Chibok girl found 

with baby by army

CHARLOTTESVILLE: University of Virginia administrator Nicole Eramo, left, listens
to attorney Libby Locke, right, speak with the media outside the federal court-
house. — AP 
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YANGON: Myanmar’s plans to arm and
train non-Muslim residents in the trou-
bled north of Rakhine State is likely to
“aggravate an already dire human rights
situation”, the International Commission
of Jurists, a human rights watchdog, has
said. Soldiers have flooded the
Maungdaw area along Myanmar’s fron-
tier with Bangladesh in Rakhine in
response to coordinated attacks on three
border posts on Oct 9 in which nine
police officers were killed.

The government said a group of some
400 Rohingya Muslim militants attacked
the posts. It has said five soldiers and at
least 33 suspected insurgents have been
killed in the military operation since
then. Security forces have blocked access
to aid workers and most journalists to the
area. Rohingya Muslims have accused the
army of summary executions, rapes and
setting fire to homes of civilians. The gov-
ernment and the military deny that.

Rakhine State police chief Colonel
Sein Lwin told Reuters this week his force
had started recruiting new “regional
police” from among the ethnic Rakhine
and other non-Muslim ethnic minorities
in the area. “Establishing an armed,
untrained, unaccountable force drawn
from only one community in the midst of
serious ethnic tensions and violence is a
recipe for disaster,” said Sam Zarifi, ICJ’s
Asia Director, said in a statement on
Friday.

Min Aung, a minister in the Rakhine
State parliament and a member of
Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s

National League for Democracy, said this
week the recruits would help protect res-
idents from the militants behind the Oct
9 attacks. Deputy commander of Rakhine
police, Col.  Thit San, contacted by
Reuters yesterday, rejected the criticism,
saying there will be no problems with the
force as it would be under police com-
mand. “We already did that training pre-
viously, that is normal police recruitment
as five or six times before, there were no
problems then,” said Thit San.

Only citizens would be eligible to sign
up for the police training, officials said,
ruling out the 1.1 million Rohingyas liv-
ing in Rakhine State, who are denied citi-
zenship in Myanmar as they are regarded
as illegal immigrants from Bangladesh.
Initially, 100 recruits aged between 18
and 35 would undergo an accelerated
16-week training program, beginning in
the state capital, Sittwe, this month,
police said, adding they would be given
weapons and other equipment “like
police”.

Ethnic Rakhine political leaders have
urged the government to arm Buddhists
against what they say is rising militancy
among the Rohingya. The ICJ said such
force would lack the training and over-
sight to perform policing functions in
accordance with human rights and pro-
fessional policing standards. 

I t said there seemed to be no
“accountability mechanism” in place to
deal with instances of misconduct and
abuses, calling for establishment of a
professional police force. — Reuters 

KABUL: To be homosexual in Afghanistan is to
live in fear. Naveed and Rameen, young gay men
in the capital Kabul have lost count of the num-
ber of times they’ve been lured into dangerous
situations on what they believed to be dates.
Both men describe being robbed, beaten up and
blackmailed, and receiving death threats.
They’ve even eluded police “honey traps” that
could have seen them thrown in prison without
charge, simply on suspicion of being gay.

They know they could be killed, with impuni-
ty, if they reveal their sexuality. Rameen, 31, tells
the story of his friend, Zabi, who was killed by his
family after coming out as gay, a so-called “hon-
or killing” usually reserved for young women.
“He was shaming the family by being open
about it. They stabbed him so many times,”
Rameen said. “It was a warning for us, for other
gays. Now we keep to ourselves; we live a hid-
den life.  And a hidden life is no life at all.” 

Treacherous terrain
Both men use fake names among gay friends,

and said none of their relatives or colleagues
know the truth about their sexuality. Meeting
other gay men is difficult as there are no regular
gathering places, and the need to be discreet
means developing relationships is almost impos-
sible, they said. As a result, most encounters are
for casual sex, which can lead to treacherous ter-
rain. Naveed, 24, said he recently turned up at
one of Kabul’s major hotels to get together with
a man he’d met in a doctor’s waiting room who
had asked for his phone number. “He seemed
nice, and he was quite handsome, so I thought:
why not?” Naveed said. “But it was a set up; he
tried to kidnap me. He drove me to a place
where a gang of men were waiting with guns -
I’m sure they would have killed me, but I ran
away.” In Afghanistan’s conservative, religious
society, sex outside marriage and same-sex sex-
ual activity are illegal. “Pederasty,” which is
understood to refer to sodomy or sex between
an adult man and a boy, is punishable by 5 to 20
years in prison, according to the Justice Ministry.
The death sentence can be applied if the subject
dies as a result of the act.

Pressure to conform can cause profound dis-
tress, and “creates a lot of psychological prob-
lems for the person themselves and their fami-
lies,” said Khalil Rahman Sarwary, a psychology
lecturer at Kabul University. “It is difficult for
homosexuals to find partners, and if they do,
both parties are afraid of being found out,”
Sarwary said. “When the exact needs of a person
are not being fulfilled, when a homosexual man
is forced to marry and have children, it can lead
to terrible unhappiness, divorce, even violence
within the family.  I know of cases where the
frustration has built to the point where the man
has even killed his wife.”

Sanctioned form of pedophilia
Same-sex sexual activity is not unusual in

Afghanistan’s strictly segregated society. “Bacha
bazi” is a culturally-sanctioned form of pedophil-
ia, in which pre-teen boys - many from poor fam-
ilies, often sold into the practice - are sponsored
by powerful and wealthy men to dress as girls
and dance for parties of mostly middle-aged
men. The boys usually live with their sponsors,
who also abuse them for sex until they are in
their teens, when they are discarded. 

Yet the “bacha baz,” as the sponsors are
known, are rarely punished for the years of
abuse they commit against the dancing boys,
and it is not unusual to see older men in public
with their young sex slaves.  The practice pre-
dates Islam, and is believed to involve boys
because of the general inaccessibility of girls.
While the boys themselves can carry the stigma
of their dancing days throughout their lives,
their sponsors, most of them married with chil-
dren, are not regarded as homosexual, and their
actions are often justified with the saying
“women are for children, boys are for fun.”

Openly proclaiming to be gay in Afghanistan,
however, can carry severe consequences. The
few gay Afghan men who dared to speak of their
sexuality described a struggle of confusion and
guilt as they grew up trying to cope with feel-
ings they didn’t understand. And once they did,
not only could they not share them, they had to
suppress them for their own safety. Hamid
Zaher, 43, said that when he was growing up in
Kabul, “nobody knew what gay was and all gay
people were suppressed. They could never

accept themselves or talk to anyone about their
feelings.”  Like the other gay men who spoke to
The Associated Press, he said that as a young
man he felt that he wanted to be “normal,” and
concealed his sexuality, until it just became too
difficult. In 2008, Zaher left the country and set-
tled in Toronto, Canada where he works in the
construction industry. He describes the transition
as from “zero percent freedom to 100 percent.”
He wrote a book that became his coming-out
manifesto and said “accordingly, my family dis-
owned me.”

Extremist regime 
Since the Taleban’s extremist regime was

overthrown in the US invasion of 2001, the flow
of information into Afghanistan has helped
boost awareness, but understanding and toler-
ance of homosexuality are still a long way off,
even compared to regional neighbors. Russia is
notoriously intolerant toward homosexuals, but
the practice itself is legal. In China, homosexuali-
ty was legalized in 1997 and removed from the
official list of mental illnesses in 2001.

Young gay men in Afghanistan still largely
grow up with identity crises, waiting for perplex-
ing feelings to subside and make way for “nor-
mality.” Rameen said that from the age of 4 he
was “feeling very strange. I liked playing with
girls, with girls’ toys, I liked fashion, and people
used to make jokes about me.” When he enrolled
in university to study journalism, he thought
these “strange feelings” he had toward men
would leave him “because I didn’t know what
gay is,” he said. — AP

Fear, secrecy and danger: A 

way of life for Afghan gays
‘A hidden life is no life at all’

KABUL: In this Monday, Oct 16, 2016 photo, Rameen, a young gay Afghan, poses with his back
to the camera. — AP 

SRINAGAR: Kashmiri Muslims carrying the body of Qaiser Sofi take cover from tear
gas shells fired at them by Indian forces during his funeral procession. — AP 

SRINAGAR: At least 30 people were
injured in Indian-controlled Kashmir yes-
terday after government forces fired shot-
gun pellets and tear gas as a funeral pro-
cession for a teenager turned into a
protest against Indian rule. Police and
paramilitary soldiers intercepted the
mourners carrying the body of the
teenage boy who his family alleges died of
police torture in Srinagar, the main city of
the disputed region.

Witnesses said hundreds of young men
participating in the funeral hurled rocks at
the troops as tear gas shells exploded near
the boy’s coffin, while another group of
mourners changed route to bury him.
Government forces fired pellets, warning
shots and tear gas, fearing the procession
could become a larger rally seeking an end
of Indian rule in the Himalayan region, said
a police officer, speaking on condition of
anonymity in keeping with department
policy.

The injured, including two women,
were hospitalized as clashes erupted at
several entry points at Srinagar’s main
Martyr’s Graveyard. The boy died in a hos-

pital overnight after he was found uncon-
scious a day after he went missing on Oct
27.His family said he was tortured and poi-
soned by the police. 

Police denied it, saying the boy had
consumed poison on his own. Kashmir is
experiencing its largest protests against
Indian rule in recent years, sparked by the
killing in July of a popular rebel command-
er. The protests, separatist-sponsored
strikes and a sweeping military crackdown
have all but paralyzed life in the region.

At least 90 civilians have been killed
and thousands injured, with hundreds
among them blinded and maimed, mostly
by government forces firing bullets and
pellets at rock-throwing protesters. 

Two policemen have also been killed
and hundreds of government forces
injured in the clashes. Kashmir is divided
between India and Pakistan, but claimed
by both in its entirety. Most people in the
Indian-controlled portion favor independ-
ence or a merger with Pakistan. A militant
uprising and subsequent Indian military
crackdown since 1989 have killed more
than 68,000 people. — AP 

Teenager’s death sparks 

fresh anti-India protests

KABUL: US forces conced-
ed yesterday that its air
strikes “very likely” resulted
in civilian casualties in
Afghanistan’s volatile
Kunduz province, pledging
a full investigation into the
incident which triggered
angry protests. The strikes
early Thursday killed at
least 30 people, many of
them children, after a
Taliban assault left two
American soldiers and
three Afghan special forces
soldiers dead in the Boz-e-
Kandahari area near the
provincial capital.

“ The president of
Afghanistan has sent a spe-
cial delegation to Kunduz
to investigate the incident.
Any negligence by anyone
will be punished,” presiden-
tial spokesman Haroon
Chakhansuri told reporters.
US military spokesman
Charles Cleveland said an
initial probe showed the
attack “very likely resulted
in civilian casualties”. The
carnage triggered impas-
sioned protests in Kunduz
city, with the victims’ rela-
tives parading mutilated
bodies of dead children
piled into open trucks
through the streets.

“Look around me-every-
one is in deep pain,” Sultan
Mohammad said, carrying
the body of a victim for the
mass funeral ceremony on
Friday. “What was their
crime? Why were they killed
like this?” He joined a grow-
ing chorus of people calling
to bring the perpetrators to
justice. The carnage under-
scores worsening insecurity
after the Taliban last month
overran the city for the sec-
ond time in a year, as NATO-
backed Afghan forces
struggle to rein in the insur-
gents.

US-backed Afghan spe-
cial operations forces were
conducting an operation
against the Taliban on the
outskirts of Kunduz city
when they came under
insurgent fire, prompting
calls for air support. “I
deeply regret the loss of
innocent lives, regardless of
the circumstances. — AFP

US forces: 

Airstrikes 

likely caused 

Afghan 

casualties

Plan to arm non-Muslims 

recipe for disaster: Jurist 
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MELBOURNE: Several hundred people
rallied in the suburbs of Melbourne yes-
terday, after a proposal to house refugees
locally drew protest by far right anti-islam
groups and counter protests. Political
debate around Australia’s hardline policy
towards asylum seekers has been heated
recently, with the conservative govern-
ment last week announcing plans to per-
manently ban asylum seekers who
attempted to reach Australia by boat
from permanently entering under any
visa category.

Dozens of people belonging to the
anti-Islam groups rallied on Saturday
against a proposal to house 120 refugees
from Syria and Iraq, at a housing facility
for elderly citizens in the Melbourne sub-
urb of Eltham. “They (the elderly citizens)
are a bit concerned about it but they will
just wait and see,” John Conroy a resident
of the aged-care facility said.

A heavy police presence separated the
group from more than 100 people rally-
ing in favour of the proposal. Previous
protests between anti-immigration and
pro-immigration groups have led to vio-
lent clashes. Australia’s current policy of
sending asylum seekers who arrive in
Australian waters by boat offshore to
Papua New Guinea and Nauru, where
their status as refugees is confirmed or
rejected, has bipartisan support in the
Australian parliament.

Last year the government announced
a one-off intake of 12,000 refugees flee-
ing the conflict in Iraq and Syria, saying
that ethnic minorities from those coun-
tries would be given priority. Far right
political parties are on the rise in
Australia, with the controversial One
Nation party surprising many by winning
four Senate seats at the country’s nation-
al elections in July. — Reuters 

MANILA: A Philippine mayor President Rodrigo
Duterte named as being involved in the illegal drug
trade was shot dead in jail yesterday, police said, the
second local official implicated in narcotics to be
killed in two weeks. Duterte, 71, won May elections
in a landslide on a promise to kill tens of thousands
of criminals to prevent the Philippines from becom-
ing a narco-state, and has launched an unprece-
dented war on drugs that has left more than 4,000
people dead. He had named several local officials,
policemen and judges as being involved in the nar-
cotics trade and urged them to surrender.  In

August, he accused Rolando Espinosa, the mayor of
Albuera town in the central island of Leyte, and his
son of drug trafficking and demanded they turn
themselves in, giving police a “shoot on sight” order
if the two resisted arrest.

Mayor Espinosa then surrendered to the national
police chief, saying he feared for his life, and was
arrested last month.  But early yesterday morning,
police said Espinosa was killed in his cell in the
provincial jail after he shot at officers during a
search for illegal firearms. “He fired on the raiding
team. The raiding team fired back and this led to the

mayor’s death,” chief inspector Leo Laraga of the
regional police told AFP. 

He added that another inmate accused of drug
trafficking was also killed, after he too fired at the
officers. The national police said it was investigating
the circumstances surrounding Espinosa’s death as
well as possible collusion between guards and
inmates to get guns and drugs into the jail. Police
chief Ronald dela Rosa previously said Espinosa had
been listed in official records as a “drug protector”,
whose son Kerwin controlled the narcotics trade in
the Albuera region. Kerwin was arrested in the

United Arab Emirates last month and is set to return
to the Philippines to face drug trafficking charges. In
August, six of the Espinosas’ supporters died in a
gunfight with police outside the mayor’s property in
Albuera where officers said they recovered guns
and several grenades.  Another mayor accused of
drug trafficking was killed in the southern
Philippines in late October. Police said Samsudin
Dimaukom and his security personnel opened fire
after anti-narcotics police stopped their vehicles at a
checkpoint on suspicion they were transporting ille-
gal drugs. — AFP 

Philippine mayor accused over drugs killed in jail 

SEOUL: Tens of thousands of South Koreans
poured into the streets of downtown Seoul yes-
terday, using words including “treason” and
“criminal” to demand that President Park Geun-
hye step down amid an explosive political scan-
dal. The protest, the largest anti-government
demonstration in the capital in nearly a year,
came a day after Park apologized on live televi-
sion amid rising suspicion that she allowed a
mysterious confidante to manipulate power
from the shadows.

Holding banners, candles and colorful signs
that read “Park Geun-hye out” and “Treason by a
secret government,” a sea of demonstrators filled
a large square in front of an old palace gate and
the nearby streets, singing and thunderously
applauding speeches calling for the ouster of
the increasingly unpopular president.

They then shifted into a slow march in streets
around City Hall, shouting “Arrest Park Geun-
hye,” “Step down, criminal” and “We can’t take
this any longer,” before moving back to the
square and cheering on more speeches that
continued into the night.

“Park should squarely face the prosecution’s
investigation and step down herself. If she does-
n’t, politicians should move to impeach her,” said
Kim Seo-yeon, one of the many college students
who participated in the protest. “She absolutely
lost all authority as president over the past few
weeks,” he said. Earlier in the week, prosecutors
arrested Choi Soon-sil, the daughter of a late cult
leader and a longtime friend of Park, and
detained two former presidential aides over alle-
gations that they pressured businesses into giv-

ing $70 million to two foundations Choi con-
trolled.

‘I cannot bear this anymore’
There are also allegations that Choi, despite

having no government job, regularly received
classified information and meddled in various
state affairs, including the appointment of minis-
ters and policy decisions. “I came out today
because this is not the country I want to pass on
to my children,” said another demonstrator, Choi
Kyung-ha, a mother of three. “My kids have
asked me who Choi Soon-sil was and whether
she’s the real president, and I couldn’t provide an
answer.” Choi Tae-poong, a 57-year-old retiree,
said he came out to protest because he thought
the situation had reached a point where “no
more patience is allowed.” “I cannot bear this
anymore,” he said. 

Police estimated the crowd at around 43,000,
although protest organizers said about 130,000
people turned out. Police used dozens of buses
and trucks to create tight perimeters in streets
around the square in front of the palace gate to
close off paths to the presidential office and resi-
dence. Thousands of officers dressed in fluores-
cent yellow jackets and full riot gear stood in
front of and between the vehicles as they closely
monitored the protesters. Smaller protests have
taken place in the past few weeks in Seoul and
other cities amid growing calls for Park to step
down. While several politicians have individually
called for Park’s ouster, opposition parties have
yet to attempt a serious push for her resignation
or impeachment in fear of negatively impacting

next year’s presidential election. “How many
more astonishing things must happen before
this country changes for the better?” said Park
Won-soon, the opposition mayor of Seoul and a
potential presidential candidate, vowing to push
for the president’s resignation.

Damning allegation 
President Park has tried to stabilize the situa-

tion by firing eight aides and nominating three
new top Cabinet officials, including the prime
minister, but opposition parties have described
her personnel reshuffles as a diversionary tactic.
One national poll released Friday had Park’s
approval rating at 5 percent, the lowest for any
president in South Korea since the country
achieved democracy in the late 1980s following
decades of military dictatorship.

In Friday’s televised apology, Park comment-
ed on the corruption allegations surrounding
Choi and her former aides and vowed to accept
a direct investigation into her actions, but avoid-
ed the more damning allegation that Choi per-
haps had interfered with important government
decisions on policy and personnel. Opposition
parties, sensing weakness, immediately threat-
ened to push for her ouster if she doesn’t dis-
tance herself from domestic affairs and transfer
the duties to a prime minister chosen by parlia-
ment. The parties have also called for a separate
investigation into the scandal led by a special
prosecutor. Park has 15 months left in her term.
If she resigns before the end of it, South Korean
laws require the country to hold an election to
pick a new president within 60 days. — AP 

JAKARTA: Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi”
Widodo yesterday canceled a visit to Australia
after a massive rally in the capital by Muslim
hard-liners descended into violence, leaving one
dead and nearly 200 injured. The Foreign Affairs
Ministry said that Jokowi’s trip scheduled from
Sunday to Tuesday will be rescheduled because
“current development has required the presi-
dent to stay in Indonesia.”

Jokowi addressed the nation late Friday after

clashes broke out between police and hard-lin-
ers who refused to disperse and demanded the
arrest of Jakarta’s minority-Christian governor
for alleged blasphemy. National police
spokesman Boy Rafli Amar told a news confer-
ence yesterday that one elderly man died from
asthma attack after being exposed to tear gas,
and more than 90 police and soldiers were
injured, eight of them seriously. He said that
about 160 protesters were hurt from tear gas

effects, including four who were hospitalized.
Jokowi blamed “political actors” for taking

advantage of the rally. He didn’t elaborate, but
his predecessor Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono had
backed plans for the protest, drew tens of thou-
sands of people. The accusation of blasphemy
against Jakarta Gov. Basuki “Ahok” Tjahaja
Purnama, an ethnic Chinese and minority
Christian who is an ally of Jokowi, has galvanized
Jokowi’s political opponents in the Muslim-
majority nation of 250 million, and given a noto-
rious group of hard-liners a national stage.

The Islamic Defenders Front, a vigilante
group that wants to impose Shariah law, is
demanding Ahok’s arrest after a video circulated
online in which he joked to an audience about a
passage in the Quran that could be interpreted
as prohibiting Muslims from accepting non-
Muslims as leaders. The governor has apologized
for the comment and met with police.

Amar said the situation became uncontrol-
lable when protesters broke through police bar-
ricades and security barriers in an attempt to
enter the presidential palace before they were
stopped by police firing tear gas. 

Three police and military trucks were burnt
down and 18 vehicles damaged in the violence.
He said police are still investigating who was
behind the violence and whether any political
elements were involved with the aim of creat-
ing unrest .  Ten people were arrested for
allegedly provoking riots near the presidential
palace and 15 others for vandalism in northern
Jak ar ta.  Jak ar ta police spokesman Awi
Setiyono said rioting in north Jakarta involved
the looting of a convenience store and dam-
age to police vehicles. — AP 

HONG KONG: Beijing plans to intervene in
a Hong Kong political dispute over two
young, newly elected separatist lawmakers
in a rare move that is stoking fears the
Chinese-ruled city’s considerable autono-
my and independent judiciary are under
threat. Hong Kong’s government said
Friday that it was informed by China’s cen-
tral government that members of the coun-
try’s top legislative panel, the Standing
Committee of the National People’s
Congress, will discuss interpreting an arti-
cle in Hong Kong’s constitution covering
oaths taken by lawmakers.

The move follows a provocative display
of anti-China sentiment by the two law-
makers, Sixtus Leung and Yau Wai-ching, at
their swearing-in ceremony last month.
Beijing’s heavy-handed response could
lead to the democratically elected Leung
and Yau being disqualified from taking
office. Such an outcome would be favor-
able to China’s Communist leaders, who are
alarmed by the former British colony’s bur-
geoning independence movement, but is
also likely to plunge their troubled relation-
ship into fresh turmoil.

Beijing has stepped in with its interpre-
tation of the Basic Law - the city’s constitu-
tion - on only four occasions, most recently
in 2005. The National People’s Congress did
not immediately respond to a faxed
request for comment. China’s official
Xinhua News Agency said senior lawmak-
ers Friday heard a report on a draft “expla-
nation” of the article on oath-taking and
indicated it would be tabled for review dur-
ing the current session that ends tomor-
row.

Hong Kong’s leader Chief Executive
Leung Chun-ying told reporters he
wouldn’t comment until Beijing issued its
ruling. Leung and Yau of the radical
Youngspiration party altered their oaths to
insert a disparaging Japanese term for
China. Displaying a flag reading “Hong
Kong is not China,” they vowed to defend
the “Hong Kong nation.” Leung crossed his
fingers while Yau used the F-word in her
pledge.

Their oaths were ruled invalid but
attempts at a do-over have resulted in may-
hem in the legislature’s weekly sessions, as
the duo and fellow pro-democracy law-
makers sparred verbally with pro-Beijing
rivals and brawled with security guards try-
ing to keep them out of the chamber. Hong
Kong’s Beijing-backed government has

gone to the top court this week with an
unprecedented legal challenge aimed at
blocking the two from taking office. The
government’s argument is that they have
declined to take the oath.

‘One country, two systems’
It’s unclear when the judge will rule, but

the Chinese government’s decision to take
it one step further by bypassing the courts
has fanned residents’ fears about Beijing’s
tightening hold. “When the situation is not
favorable for China’s Communists, they use
politics to solve a legal problem,” Yau, 25,
told reporters. Leung, 30, said a Beijing
interpretation “brings a lethal blow to the
legal system and the rule of law in Hong
Kong.”

Worries about the erosion of the “one
country, two systems” principle, which
guarantees Hong Kong civil liberties such
as freedom of speech and a high level of
autonomy until 2047, have intensified after
recent incidents such as the secret deten-
tion of five booksellers. A Beijing ruling
would also undermine Hong Kong’s inde-
pendent courts by pressuring judges on
their decisions, experts said.

“ The mere threat of interpretation
strongly suggests that certain officials in
the Hong Kong government and Beijing
are prepared to tear down Hong Kong’s
civic institutions - and ‘one country, two
systems’ - merely to achieve the ‘correct’
result,” said Alvin Cheung, a former Hong
Kong lawyer who is now a researcher at
New York University’s US-Asia Law Institute.

The saga reflects Beijing’s fury about the
Youngspiration pair’s pro-independence
stance, “given the fact that there have been
rhetorical and legal attacks at all levels
against them.” It includes well-organized
pro-China protests denouncing the two as
traitors and a barrage of attacks in Beijing-
controlled media, said Samson Yuen, a poli-
tics lecturer at the Open University of Hong
Kong.

In the latest such salvo, an op-ed Friday
by the nationalist state-run Global Times
newspaper said: “Disqualifying Leung and
Yau will serve as a necessary warning to
those pro-independence activists, and
show them the disgraceful end they will
come to if they stick with their fatuous
political cause and keep crossing the line.”
Their expulsion “reflects the will of the
entire nation. We are sure the country will
make it happen,” it added. —AP 

SEOUL: South Korean protesters stage a rally calling for South Korean President Park Geun-hye to step down. — AP 

Thousands in South Korea 

call for president to quit

‘Treason by a secret government’

Indonesia president cancels 

Australia trip after protest

JAKARTA: A Muslim protester walks past burning police trucks during a clash outside the pres-
idential palace. — AP 

Beijing to intervene in HK

lawmaker oath dispute

Australia’s far-right activists  

protest Syrian refugee housing

HONG KONG:  In this Wednesday, Nov 2, 2016, file photo, newly elected Hong Kong
lawmakers Yau Wai-ching, center left, and Sixtus Leung, center right, are surrounded
by photographers outside the legislature council. — AP  
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The opposition held massive street protests in 2011 and
2012 demanding democratic reforms and an elected gov-
ernment in the state, which has a population of 4.3 million,
of which 70 percent are foreigners. But over the past two
years, the strength of the opposition, which last controlled
parliament in Feb 2012, weakened considerably. The
change in the voting system and the opposition boycott
together helped elect a pro-government Assembly that
critics often described as a “rubberstamp” parliament.

By boycotting the polls, the opposition sent an impor-
tant message against the government’s “unconstitutional
practices” that undermined true democracy, Islamist can-
didate Mohammad Al-Dallal said. “After four years (of
opposition boycotts), the political situation has deteriorat-
ed, corruption became rife and both the government and
parliament failed to deal with major economic and securi-
ty issues,” Dallal, a former opposition MP, told AFP. “That is
why the participation of the opposition became neces-
sary to enforce reforms, confront corruption and strength-
en democracy,” he said.

Former liberal opposition MP Abdulrahman Al-Anjari
admitted the boycott failed to achieve its goals. “The boy-
cott failed to abolish the government change in the vot-
ing system,” Anjari, who is running for office, said at a sym-
posium this week. “Parliament should not be left without

opposition,” he said.
But several opposition figures, including former three-

time parliament speaker Ahmad Al-Saadoun, have decid-
ed to continue with the boycott saying participation will
not solve any problem. The opposition is rejoining polls
while one of its prominent leaders and former MP
Musallam al-Barrak is serving a two-year jail term for criti-
cizing HH the Amir in public.

Kuwait has the Gulf’s oldest elected parliament, but
under the constitution, the Amir has extensive powers
and can dissolve the legislature at the recommendation of
the government. Ruling family members occupy the key
portfolios of defense, foreign and interior. While parlia-
ment has the power to vote the prime minister and
Cabinet members out of office, the set-up means change
is not easy.

Political analyst Mohammad Al-Ajmi believes the
opposition will have a limited presence in the next parlia-
ment, and “will not be a big or effective force”. “I think the
next house will be dominated by pro-government law-
makers,” the sociology professor told AFP. Abdali said he
thinks that the opposition could have 10 MPs in the next
parliament but many of them will be new faces. The elec-
tions come as Kuwait, which sits on around seven percent
of the world’s proven crude reserves, grapples with a
sharp fall in oil prices that pushed it into a budget deficit
after 16 years of surpluses.  — AFP 

Opposition eyes comeback in polls

Continued from Page 1

While polls tightened in the last
week, coinciding with the FBI’s
announcement that it has renewed
scrutiny of Clinton’s emails while sec-
retary of state, forecasts still give the
69-year-old Democrat the edge.

Trump kicked off the weekend at a
rally in Tampa on the Gulf Coast, while
his Democratic opponent visited an
early voting center in Miami ahead of
a rally in Pembroke Pines in heavily
populated southeastern Florida. The
real estate mogul mocked the free
Jay-Z and Beyonce concert in Ohio
that Clinton attended the night
before, slamming the rapper’s lan-
guage. “I like them both but he used
language last night that was so bad
and then Hillary said ‘I did not like
Donald Trump’s lewd language,’” he
said to laughter from supporters. “I’ll
tell you what, I never said what he said
in my life! But that shows you the
phoniness of politicians and the
phoniness of the whole system, folks.”

Yesterday’s RealClearPolitics poll
average gives Clinton a 2.3 percent
lead on 45 percent to 42.7 percent for
Trump in a four-way race. The same
poll average gives her just a 1.2 per-
cent lead over Trump in Florida. In the
last stretch, the former first lady is
looking to hold onto her slender lead,
while the New York real estate tycoon
is desperate to close the gap in key
swing states that could decide who
secures an electoral college win.

Over the next 72 hours, the
Republican is expected to canvas in
Florida, North Carolina, Nevada,
Colorado, Iowa, Pennsylvania and
New Hampshire. He said yesterday he
was also going to Minnesota, a prima-
rily blue state. Clinton has scheduled
stops in Pennsylvania, Ohio and New
Hampshire after her Florida swing. The
two candidates offer starkly different
visions of America - Clinton celebrat-
ing hope and Trump bashing a cor-
rupt and venal establishment.

After a largely disciplined and on
message week, Trump appeared to
stray on several occasions in Tampa
and stalked into the crowd at one
point to bring a baby dressed as a

construction worker briefly on stage.
“Oh so cute, give me that baby!” said
the 70-year-old mogul. He criticized
the commanders who have handled
the military operation, backed by US
air power, to recapture the northern
Iraq city of Mosul from jihadists in
scathing language unheard of from
any other presidential candidate.
“What a group of losers we have,” he
said. Supporters held up “Hispanics for
Trump”, “Women for Trump” and
“Blacks for Trump” at the Tampa rally,
but his campaign has struggled to win
any meaningful support from minori-
ty groups. 

CNN reported yesterday that early
turnout among Latinos in Florida was
up 129 percent on 2008, statistics that
are thought to favor Clinton. US media
says more than 33 million Americans
have already voted. “Get out and vote!
God bless you!” was Trump’s parting
shot. Clinton spent Friday in the Rust
Belt, a section of America that has
been crushed by the decline in manu-
facturing, and where blue-collar
Democrats are being swayed by
Trump’s promise to bring back jobs
from China and Mexico.

She spoke at the Beyonce and Jay-
Z concert in Cleveland, Ohio, a state
that Obama won in 2012 but where
she trails Trump by around five per-
centage points in the polls. Clinton
portrayed her campaign to become
the first female US president as the
next step in the civil rights struggle.
“We have unfinished work to do, more
barriers to break, and with your help, a
glass ceiling to crack once and for all,”
she declared, to loud cheers. “The
world looks to us as a progressive
country that leads change,” Beyonce
said wearing a version of Clinton’s
trademark pantsuit. “I want my daugh-
ter to grow up to see a woman lead
our country. That is why I’m with her.”

In a campaign first, Trump deliv-
ered the Republican Party’s weekly
radio address yesterday, urging listen-
ers to vote Republican down the bal-
lot to elect a Republican-majority
Congress. Trump has had troubled
relations with Republican leaders,
many of whom withdrew their public
endorsement of his candidacy after an
“Access Hollywood” tape emerged in
which he boasted in vulgar language
about groping women. — AFP 

Clinton, Trump blitz Florida
Continued from Page 1

Since Fikri’s death on Oct 28, protests have taken
place around Morocco and at the Moroccan embassies
in Brussels and Paris. Tunisians held a solidarity protest
as well. On Tuesday, the Ministry of Interior announced
that 11 people would face charges for manslaughter
and forgery, including two local security agents and the
head of the local fisheries department. But questions
remain about what exactly happened.

“So far, the inquiry did not show who exactly activat-
ed the machine,” says one of Mouhcine’s older brothers,
Imad Fikri, in the family’s hometown of Imzouren, near
Hoceima. “I will ask for those responsible to be pun-
ished. I will not let him down.” Another brother, Wael,
prayed at Mouhcine’s grave, while friends came to offer
condolences to the distraught family. Organizers of
Friday’s demonstration in Hoceima said they don’t have
faith in the Interior Ministry to conduct a fair investiga-
tion. But they took pains to avoid violence, remaining
calm and forming a ring around the police station to
prevent attacks on police.

Protesters gathered in Mohammed VI Square, chanti-

ng “Mouhcine’s death was a murder!” and waving the
tricolor Amazigh flag and the flag of the former Rif
Republic, in a reminder of this region’s history of resist-
ance to outside control. “We came to protest the horrific
death of Mouhcine and to express our anger against all
those involved,” said Nezha Ismaili, 24.

The death has hit residents hard in Hoceima, a small,
mountainous port where fishing is a key industry.
According to people who knew Fikri, this was not his
first confrontation with police over his merchandise. “He
was hardworking and it was not the first time they con-
fiscated a quantity of fish belonging to him,” says fish
trader Hicham Khaldi. The protests come at an awkward
time politically for Morocco, as the prime minister is
struggling to form a coalition government after a tense
election campaign. 

Intissar Fakir at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace does not think these protests will
lead to a “revolutionary moment” but could still affect
change in the North African nation. “Perhaps this will be
the beginning of a realization that this entrenched cul-
ture of lack of accountability, and the disdain and disre-
gard for citizens needs to change,” she said. — AP 

Fish vendor death troubles Morocco 

PEMBROKE PINES, Florida: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary
Clinton gives two thumbs up as she takes the stage to speak at a rally at C
B Smith Park yesterday. — AP 



Her voice quavered. A nation watched, transfixed, a
presidency on the line. Pummeled by a week of
unprecedented political crisis,  South Korean

President Park Geun-hye delivered an apology-loaded
address on Friday that hinged on a single, extraordinary
moment. “From now on, I will completely sever the per-
sonal relationships in my life,” Park said amid an investiga-
tion into whether she allowed a longtime confidante to
pull government strings from the shadows.

This language strikes a powerful chord here because it
fits perfectly into an image long cherished by Park’s hard-
core conservative base: Park as a martyr to South Korea,
the orphaned daughter of a murdered dictator and mur-
dered first lady who has time and again sacrificed all sem-
blance of personal life when her country needed her. Her
vow of isolation marks an exceptional bit of political the-
ater just when it’s needed most.

It may not save her presidency, but it buys her some
precious time, opening at least a small amount of breath-
ing room during a scandal that has sent her approval rat-
ing to 5 percent, making her the most unpopular leader
since South Korea achieved democracy in the late 1980s.
Her address was also a master class in apology. She
expressed “heartbreak”, “shame” and said she was losing
sleep. She questioned her leadership and said she was
willing to be investigated and held responsible if found
at fault.

Park has long been seen by her supporters as a martyr
to the country, and some analysts say the image helped
carry her to the presidency. The title of her autobiography
is “How Suffering Hardens Me and Hope Moves Me”. Park’s
mother was killed in 1974 when a North Korea sympathiz-
er from Japan tried to kill her father, dictator Park Chung-
hee.  Her father was killed five years later by his spy chief.

She has never had a public romantic relationship. She is
also estranged from her siblings, who have been
embroiled in corruption and drug scandals and have
reportedly never entered the presidential Blue House dur-
ing her time in office. The main argument of Friday’s
address seemed to be that since it was a “personal rela-
tionship” with Choi Soon-sil - the daughter of a former
mentor who emerged in Park’s life around the time of her

mother’s killing - that brought her to this point, she would
be best served to eradicate all personal ties.

“Since I came to the Blue House, I have lived a lonely
life, cutting off exchanges with my family out of worries
that something unpleasant might happen,” Park said.
“Living alone, it was difficult to find people who could
help me with the personal things I needed to get done, so
I began receiving help from Choi Soon-sil with whom I
had a long relationship.”

This language of loneliness may win back some of her
straying supporters and momentarily boost her approval
rating. But it will carry little weight with the many who will
argue that the problem was a spectacular lack of judg-
ment, not a failure to completely isolate herself. Her critics
don’t see martyrdom; they see a dangerous disconnect
from the lives of real South Koreans. They don’t see heroic
self-denial; they see an aloof, imperial leader who relies on
a small coterie of ultra-conservative supporters.

“For young people there will be no tears shed for Park.
They’re going to see it as an outrage that people will say
they’re supposed to feel pity for her,” said John Delury, a
professor at Yonsei University ’s Graduate School of
International Studies in Seoul. “But true believers will think
that because she has no private life, no personal interests,
she belongs to the people, that she’s the perfect leader.”

Park can be charming and is a highly skilled politician,
but she also comes across as remote and uncomfortable
at times, especially around journalists. Some of this was
apparent at the end of her address to the nation Friday. As
is often the case, she held no question-and-answer ses-
sion, but,  in something of a surprise move, she
approached the first row of assembled reporters where
she stopped and said: “I feel really sorry for causing so
much concern for you too. I’m leaving now.” She bowed
her head, turned on her heels and walked behind a curtain
- alone again. — AP 
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In Africa, little 

enthusiasm 

for US vote

Skillful political theater buys Park time

By Dr James J Zogby

My brother John is known for his US political
polling, while my company, Zogby Research
Services, polls primarily in the Middle East. Given

the wild and sometimes bizarre ride we’ve been forced to
endure this election season, with all due respect to John’s
turf, I have constructed my own US presidential election
survey. I invite readers of this column to complete and
send responses or comments to me via Twitter @jjz1600. 

The “Poll”
1). Given the list below, which is the most disturbing

flaw that should disqualify a candidate from the presi-
dency?

a. Lack of knowledge of the most important policy
issues facing the nation. 

b. Emails
c. Repeated use of bankruptcy laws that resulted in

leaving investors and dozens of small-business contractors
holding the bag.  

d. Emails
e. Calling for a ban on Muslims and terming

Mexican immigrants rapists and criminals who should be
deported.

f. Still more emails
g. Displaying a persistent pattern of crude and

demeaning behavior that demonstrates no respect for per-
sons of the opposite sex. 

2). Which Republican presidential candidate claimed
that his daughter was “so hot” that if she weren’t relat-
ed, he’d date her?

a. Marco Rubio
b. Jeb Bush
c. Ted Cruz
d. Donald Trump
3). During this election season, which of the follow-

ing candidates did not pledge, as one of their first acts
as president, to place a phone call to Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu?

a. Donald Trump 

b. Hillary Clinton
c. Marco Rubio
d. Ted Cruz
e. Bernie Sanders
4). When Donald Trump says that he wants to “make

America great again”, to which period of our history do
you think he is referring?

a. 1850 - 1865 - during slavery and the Civil War
b. ?1914 - 1930? - from World War I and the post-

war anti-immigrant hysteria through the Great
Depression??

c. 1941 -  1955 - from World War II into the Cold War
and the Senator McCarthy-led anti-Red hysteria.

d. ?2001 - 2009? - from 9/11, through the Iraq War,
up to the Great Recession.??

5). Having seen Donald Trump on television for years
now, can you recall the number of different directions
his hair takes in order to get “that look”?

a. 3
b. 5 
c. 7
d. Impossible to tell - it’s one of the great mysteries

of this campaign season
6). If Hillary Clinton were elected president, what

would be the proper title to use when addressing her
husband?

a. First Husband (FHOTUS)
b. Mr Former President
c. “Hey you”
d. Try to get his attention, wait until he makes eye-

contact, and then start speaking.
7). Should Hillary Clinton win and Republicans

retain control of the House of Representatives, in your
opinion, how long will it take for Congress to launch
impeachment proceedings?

a. Minutes
b. Hours
c. Days
d. They won’t bother, they’ll just hold multiple hear-

ings and investigations in order to make her life miserable
while insuring that nothing productive happens in

Washington. 
8). In your opinion, which of the following individu-

als would have had the best chance of having the GOP-
controlled Congress pass their proposed progressive
legislation?

a. Mother Theresa
b. Pope Francis
c. Abraham Lincoln
d. LeBron James
e. It doesn’t matter who’s president, nothing would

be done by Congress.
9). In your opinion, what’s scarier, Donald Trump

winning and taking control of the White House, or
Donald Trump losing, declaring “it’s all rigged”, and
leading a revolt against the legitimacy of our electoral
process?

a. Trump winning
b. Trump losing
c. Either way, we’re in a mess. 
10). What’s an Aleppo?
a. The American League of Enlightened Professional

Pundits Organization
b. A once beautiful city in Syria that’s been on the

front pages of newspapers everyday as we watch it being
pounded to death.  

Bonus Question:
11). Having considered all of the above, which coun-

try, in your opinion, has had the longest, ugliest, weird-
est presidential election ever?

a. Lebanon
b. The United States of America
c. Zimbabwe

Remember to send your responses and/or comments to
me via Twitter @jjz1600. I hope to collect them and use
them in a future piece.

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the Arab
American Institute

A presidential election ‘poll’

The dream becomes reality”, “Our son, our hope”:
the headlines in the Kenyan press in 2008 cap-
tured pride and excitement after the election of

Barack Obama. Eight years later, enthusiasm for the
outgoing president has faded on a continent that he is
accused of forsaking. The election of the first black
president of the United States on Nov 4, 2008 sparked
scenes of jubilation in Kenya, the homeland of
Obama’s father. A public holiday was declared in hon-
or of his victory.

There were widespread hopes that Obama would
do much for Africa, but as he prepares to hand over to
either Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump, he is accused
of neglecting the continent. “Africa had unrealistic
expectations towards Obama given his origins,” said
Aly-Khan Satchu, a Kenyan economic analyst.
“Especially during his first term, Obama was less
involved in Africa” than his predecessor George W
Bush.

“People judged him very harshly during his first
mandate because he didn’t do much for Africa,” said
Liesl Louw Vaudran, an analyst at the Pretoria-based
Institute for Security Studies think tank. Satchu attrib-
utes this to the US recession and the need for Obama
“to show the American public that he was the presi-
dent of the USA”. “During his second term, I think he
tried to address this issue and he did more for Africa,”
Satchu said.

Obama Slow to Engage 
Obama was slow to engage in Africa, a continent

far from the heart of US interests, preferring to make
the Asia-Pacific region the centrepiece of his foreign
and economic policy. Unlike George W Bush, whose
PEPFAR program has helped save the lives of millions
of Africans with HIV/AIDS, Obama has launched no
transformative initiatives on the continent. His 2013
“Power Africa” plan has fallen well short of its promise
of doubling access to electricity in sub-Saharan Africa,
generating just 400 megawatts (MW) of the 30,000
planned by 2030.

Obama’s African appearances have also been limit-
ed. There was a brief stopover in Ghana in 2009 —
where he declared, “Africa doesn’t need strongmen, it
needs strong institutions” - and then a tour of Senegal,
South Africa and Tanzania in 2013, followed by a visit
to Ethiopia and Kenya in 2015. On each occasion he
urged Africans to take their destiny into their own
hands, and sought openings for US companies to
invest in the continent.

He has moved to substitute a traditional aid-based
policy with one of more equal trade-based partner-
ship, with some success: African exports to the US,
excluding oil, increased by nearly a half between 2009
and 2015. Security and counter-terrorism remained a
key priority for US efforts.  Obama “expanded consid-
erably the US military presence in Africa,” said Achille
Mbembe of South Africa’s Wits Institute for Social and
Economic Research. 

Nevertheless, success in the fight against jihadist
groups such as the Shabaab in Somalia and Boko
Haram in Nigeria has been elusive. Similarly, efforts to
foster democracy have faltered with a string of disput-
ed or deficient elections and a growing trend among
African leaders of clinging to power in defiance of
constitutions.

‘Arrogant... Racist’ 
African frustration with Obama has found reso-

nance even in his own family, with half-brother Malik
enthusiastically campaigning for Trump on Twitter,
and even accepting an invitation to attend the final
televised presidential debate in Las Vegas last month.
Malik’s position is not, however the norm, and many
Africans readily denounce Trump’s views.

“Hillary Clinton, she is someone with a vision but
this guy - how do you call him? - he is arrogant and a
racist, he can be angry and even start more wars,” said
Benjamin Namkobe, a 31-year-old motorcycle taxi
driver in Nairobi. Neither candidate has made much
mention of Africa in their major speeches since being
named their party’s candidate, but this is no surprise,
said J Peter Pham, director of the Africa Center at the
Atlantic Council think tank in Washington.

“Africa largely does not figure into the electoral
dynamics of the United States,” said Pham, adding that
“foreign policy in general” takes a backseat. He point-
ed out that US policy towards Africa “tends to enjoy
bipartisan support”, meaning it does not represent a
point of differentiation in debates. It also means little
change is to be expected, whoever wins. — AFP 

Focus

South Korea’s President Park Geun-Hye (left) bows prior to delivering an address to the nation at the presiden-
tial Blue House in Seoul on Friday. — AFP 



MILAN: Former Chelsea fans’ favourite Gianfranco Zola has emerged as a sur-
prise, last-minute candidate to replace sacked Inter Milan coach Frank De Boer,
reports suggested yesterday.  De Boer’s sacking after a 1-0 defeat at Sampdoria
last week has plunged the San Siro giants into crisis just 11 games into the sea-
son.  Newspaper reports on Saturday morning insisted Marcelino Garcia Toral,
who led Villarreal to a fourth place finish in La Liga last season before being
sacked in August, was the frontrunner ahead of ex-Lazio boss Stefano Pioli after
both were interviewed by the club’s Chinese owners Suning on Friday.  But a Sky
Sport Italia television report claims Zola has come into con-
tention because “he has close contact with the club’s
Chinese owners Suning”.  Zola has been out of work
since being sacked as coach of Qatari side Al-Arabi.
Indeed, the former Chelsea star has struggled to
emulate his achievements as a player on the other
side of the touchlines. Zola resigned as coach of
Watford in December 2013 after a dismal start to the
season. Although he took over at Cagliari in Serie A in
December 2014, he was sacked three months later
Cagliari re-hiring sacked Zdenek Zeman three
months after sacking the veteran Czech. —AFP
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MADRID: Real Madrid boss Zinedine Zidane insists his squad
of superstars can’t rest on their laurels after blowing a 2-0
lead to draw 3-3 with Polish champions Legia Warsaw in mid-
week. Zidane’s men return to La Liga action today at home to
Leganes and the Frenchman wants a more rounded perform-
ance from his side. “I always think that I have the best squad
in the world, but at the same time that is not enough,” said
Zidane yesterday. Only Mateo Kovacic’s equaliser five min-
utes from time prevented Real’s 27-game unbeaten streak
coming to an end in the most unlikely fashion as Legia took
their frist Champions League point for 21 years. “We need to
go out onto the pitch and always play at our top level for 90
minutes. To be persistent is the hardest thing in football.”
Despite their unbeaten run and still enjoying a two-point
lead at the top of La Liga, Madrid haven’t kept a clean sheet
in 10 games in all competitions. Zidane will once again be
without his preferred central defensive pairing of captain
Sergio Ramos and Pepe due to injury today, but called on the
whole team to defend better as a unit. — AFP

Best squad in the world 
not enough for Zidane

LAS VEGAS: Boxer Manny Pacquiao, known as the people’s champion in his
native Philippines, says he has given away about $200 million on projects to
help the less fortunate. “Every income I receive in boxing, almost half of it goes
to the less fortunate,” Pacquiao said. “After each fight, half of my income goes to
the poor. “But I don’t like to announce it.” According to Forbes, Pacquiao’s
income from career purses and endorsements is around $500 million.  Pacquiao

has a number of projects underway in the Philippines includ-
ing building 1,500 homes on the island of Mindanao. He

also helped to buy a fleet of new boats for fishermen in a
coastal community. Pacquiao says he needs to keep
fighting so he can continue the charity work that has
done throughout much of his 21-year boxing career.
Pacquiao was elected to the Philippine Senate in May.
He sits on 15 committees, two of which he chairs. His

Senate duties have meant he has only been able to train
part-time for the upcoming fight against Jessie Vargas. “I

enjoy politics because I do not have a hidden agenda. I
serve honestly,” he said. —AFP

Pacquiao likes to give 
more than he receives

Zola linked to 
vacant Inter job

TOKYO: Javier Ortega Desio, left, of Argentina is tackled by Kotaro Matsushima of Japan during their rugby match in Tokyo, yesterday. Argentina’s
Nicolas Sanchez scored two tries as the Pumas overpowered Japan 54-20 yesterday in their first test under new coach Jamie Joseph. — AP

TOKYO: Argentina spoiled Jamie Joseph’s first
game as head coach of Japan by crushing the
Brave Blossoms 54-20 in swashbuckling style
yesterday.

The marauding Pumas bared their claws
against a new-look Japan side, dominating in all
areas with fly-half Nicolas Sanchez orchestrating
a comfortable victory in the Tokyo sunshine.

Sanchez scored 29 points, booting 19 points
and adding a pair of tries, while Matias Moroni
and Santiago Cordero also touched down twice
as Argentina showed glimpses of the form that
swept them to the semi-finals of last year’s
World Cup. A late try from substitute Tomas
Cubelli brought up Argentina’s half-century and
will give New Zealander Joseph plenty to pon-
der before three fly-away tests in Europe.

“Argentina have played New Zealand, South
Africa and Australia twice each-we’ve had one

scrum session,” Joseph told reporters.  “At the
start we had plenty of energy, put pressure on
Argentina and created a lot of opportunities,” he
added. “And with the game gone in the last 20
minutes we saw the attitude of a team that nev-
er wants to give in.” Japan, who themselves lit
up the World Cup by famously winning three
matches under Eddie Jones, began brightly as
Yu Yamada’s early penalty opened the scoring.
But from then on it was one-way traffic.

Moroni raced down the right wing to score
and Argentina began to turn the screw after
Sanchez collected a pass from scrumhalf Martin
Landajo to score, before his trusty right boot
forged a 21-6 halftime lead for the visitors.  The
floodgates opened when Cordero touched
down in the corner moments after the restart
and Moroni finished off a slick breakaway move
after 49 minutes.  Amanaki Mafi bulldozed over

for Japan soon after, but Sanchez capped a
breathtaking team try for Argentina before
Cordero scored again and Cubelli completed
the rout. “It was a tough game,” Landajo said
diplomatically.  “Japan are a good attacking side
and are hard to defend. But we in the second
half we got some opportunities and took them.”
A late consolation from Lomano Lemeki did lit-
tle to paper over the cracks for Japan, whose
momentum has stalled woefully since the World
Cup.  The Japanese look a shadow of the team
which produced the biggest shock in the tour-
nament’s history by stunning mighty South
Africa 34-32 and then toppling Samoa and the
United States.

Asia’s top side, who lost a pair of home tests
against Scotland earlier this year, face Georgia
in Tbilisi next week and then Wales and France
away later this month. — AFP

Rude welcome for Joseph 
as Pumas maul Japan

CHICAGO: Winger James Lowe and back-
rower Akira Ioane both scored two tries as
the New Zealand Maori rugby team beat
the United States 54-7 on Saturday to claim
their 70th win over a full international
team.

Lowe scored twice in the first half and
Ioane touched down once in each half as
the Maori won by eight tries to one to
extend their record against the USA to four
wins from four games.  Both captains
scored: Ash Dixon for the New Zealand
Maori shortly before halftime and Todd
Clever for the United States whose only try
came at the start of the second half.  Maori
prop Kane Hames had a try disallowed in
the first half but scored another in the sec-
ond while replacement scrumhalf Brad
Weber touched down before ending the
game in the sin bin.

Substitute hooker Joe Royal added the
last try near fulltime and Damian McKenzie,
one of four touring All Blacks leant to the
Maori team for the match, converted from
the sideline. McKenzie took over the goal-
kicking duties from flyhalf Ihaia West who
kept a perfect record with six conversions
from as many attempts.

Will Holder converted the United States’
try. The USA began strongly and occasion-
ally troubled the Maori team in the first 10
minutes with rolling drives. But when Lowe
scored the opening try in the 10th minute
the tide turned and the Maori team was
dominant for most of the rest of the

match.The New Zealanders were able to
dominate the middle of the field with pow-
erful ball carriers, and when the defense
had been drawn in, to unleash their pace
on the flanks.  Their defensive line speed
was also too much for the United States
whose players were regularly cut down
behind the gain line, placing them under
continuous pressure.

Flyhalf Holder’s clearances were way-
ward and the United States found itself
trapped inside its own half for long periods.
The Maori quickly punished the USA for
missed tackles, notably when Ioane scored
his first try in the 19th minute.

Lowe had his second in the 33rd minute
when West chipped behind the defense for
center Matt Proctor to regather and to put
his winger untouched under the posts.

Dixon’s try from a rolling maul gave the
Maori team a 28-0 lead at halftime. Ioane
brushed off tackles to score his second in
the 44th minute before the United States
hit back with Clever’s try from a lineout
drive five minutes later. Dixon and Ioane
scored while US hooker James Hilterbrand
was in the sin bin for a professional foul.

Hames made amends for having his first
half try ruled out for a double movement
when he scored in the 51st minute. Weber
scored the seventh try in the 63rd
minute.The Maori lost some of their conti-
nuity in the last quarter but Royal pushed
them through the 50 point mark just
before the end. —AP

Maori All Blacks 
rout US Eagles

CHICAGO: Tom Franklin of the Maori All Blacks takes the ball in the lineout during
the Intenational Rugby Match between the USA Eagles and the New Zealand Maori
All Blacks at Toyota Patk on Friday in Chicago, Illinois. —AFP

KUWAIT: Toyota GAZOO Racing earned its first
victory of the season on home ground in an
epic 6 Hours of Fuji, the seventh round of the
2016 FIA World Endurance Championship
(WEC).

In front of an enthusiastic Japanese crowd,
all three LMP1 manufacturers showed near
identical pace, but the TS050 Toyota Hybrid #6
of Stephane Sarrazin, Mike Conway and Kamui
Kobayashi came out on top after an
enthralling battle.

The Toyota Hybrid #6 crossed the line just
1.439seconds ahead of the competitor’s car
#8, bringing Toyota’s 11th WEC win, its fourth
in five years at Fuji and its first since Bahrain in
November 2014. That result also lifts the
Toyota Hybrid #6 crew to second in the drivers’
World Championship, 23 points off the lead.

Anthony Davidson, Sebastien Buemi and
Kazuki Nakajima recorded their best result of

the season with fourth, within a minute of the
winning sister car, TS050 Toyota Hybrid #5.

Takayuki Yoshitsugu, Chief Representative,
Middle East and North Africa Representative
Office, Toyota Motor Corporation, commented:
“This is a fantastic result for the team, and the
fact that this triumph has come on our home
ground makes it all  the more special.
Participation in motorsport events holds sig-
nificant long-term business value for Toyota as
we always seek to use insights and experi-
ences gained from the track to build ever-bet-
ter cars for our customers. Our fans have been
amazing all through the season and I take this
opportunity to thank them for their encour-
agement, and we look forward to their contin-
ued support in the season’s remaining two
races in Shanghai and Manama.”

The tone for a tense and closely-fought
race was set at the start. Kamui and Kazuki,

having slipped to fourth and sixth respectively
at turn one, fought back, and at the first pit
stops the Toyota Hybrid #6 was running sec-
ond while the Toyota Hybrid #5 was fourth.
Fast work from the pit crew established the
pattern for the race, with the Toyota Hybrid #6,
now with Mike at the wheel, in a very close
fight for the lead with the competitor’s car #8,
while Anthony in the Toyota Hybrid #5 was
pushing for the podium.

As the race passed the half-distance point,
there was no letup as all three LMP1 manufac-
turers ran flat-out for victory in a tense con-
test, which got even closer when the competi-
tor’s car #1 joined the battle. As the four-hour
mark approached, less than two seconds cov-
ered the top three while the Toyota Hybrid #5
was less than 30 seconds from the lead in
fourth, with Kazuki pushing for the podium
positions.

Stephane enjoyed an exciting stint with
wheel-to-wheel battles against competitor
cars’#8 and #1, all whilst coping with heavy
traffic. When Kamui took over the Toyota
Hybrid #6 with just over 90 minutes remain-
ing, he kept up the challenge, valiantly
defending second place before targeting the
leader.

The final stop for the Toyota Hybrid #6 saw
Kamui take only fuel, saving vital time and
earning track position but requiring him to
maintain the pace on older tires. Kamui rose to
the challenge during the tense final laps, with
fine driving through the traffic. He crossed the
line to win his first WEC race, while Anthony
took the flag shortly after in the Toyota Hybrid
#5. Toyota GAZOO Racing will return to action
next month with the penultimate race of the
2016 season, the 6 Hours of Shanghai on 6
November.

Toyota’s Kazuki Nakajima, 
driver at Fuji Race.

Toyota GAZOO Racing earns first victory of the 2016 FIA WEC
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Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Chicago 7 3 1 40 28 15
Minnesota 6 3 1 33 21 13
St. Louis 5 4 2 24 32 12
Winnipeg 5 6 1 32 36 11
Dallas 4 4 2 26 31 10
Colorado 4 5 0 20 28 8
Nashville 3 5 2 26 32 8

Pacific Division
Edmonton 7 3 1 34 27 15
San Jose 6 5 0 27 27 12
Anaheim 5 5 2 31 29 12
Calgary 5 6 1 35 42 11
Los Angeles 5 6 0 23 32 10
Vancouver 4 6 1 17 28 9
Arizona 4 7 0 31 42 8

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 9 1 1 34 24 19

Ottawa 7 3 0 28 26 14
Tampa Bay 6 4 1 36 34 13
Detroit 6 5 1 34 33 13
Boston 6 4 0 24 27 12
Florida 5 5 1 30 28 11
Toronto 4 4 3 31 38 11
Buffalo 4 4 2 23 24 10

Metropolitan Division
NY Rangers 8 3 0 45 25 16
Pittsburgh 7 2 2 32 31 16
Washington 7 2 1 29 22 15
Philadelphia 6 5 1 43 43 13
Columbus 5 3 1 31 19 11
New Jersey 4 2 3 21 20 11
NY Islanders 4 6 1 30 34 9
Carolina 2 4 3 25 32 7
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point
in the standings and are not included in the loss
column (L) 

NHL Results/Standings
Columbus 10, Montreal 0; Winnipeg 5, Detroit 3; Anaheim 5, Arizona 1.
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NEW YORK: Kenyans Stanley Biwott and
Mary Keitany chase repeat victories -
and more - as the major marathon sea-
son concludes in New York City today.

Success would ensure Kenya of a
fourth consecutive sweep of New York
titles and give Keitany her third straight
victory but both runners have some
added motivation.

Biwott, the fastest man in the field,
won his first major marathon on the
New York streets last year, but must
erase any doubts about his fitness after

dropping out of the Rio Olympic
marathon mid-race in August. “This will
be my chance to prove I am still a worthy
bet in running,” the 30-year-old London
Marathon runner-up told reporters in
Nairobi. Keitany bids to become the first
woman in three decades to win New
York three consecutive times. Nine-time
winner Grete Waitz was the last, her
streak of five in a row ending in 1986.

But the 34-year-old Keitany, an over-
whelming favourite, also is looking to
remind Kenyan selectors once again of

their mistake in not picking her for the
Rio Olympics. “I thought I earned a ticket
to Rio,” Keitany said on Friday. “So let me
just focus on the marathon for New York
and come to defend my title.”

Ethiopian Aselefech Mergia, the 2015
New York City runner-up, should again
challenge Keitany with the former’s
compatriot Buzunesh Deba and Kenyan
Joyce Chepkirui also in the mix.

US Olympic triathlon gold medallist
Gwen Jorgensen and Molly Huddle, the
American record holder at 10,000

metres, will make their marathon debuts
in the women’s race.

Biwott’s biggest threats among the
50,000 runners expected to participate
in the race through New York City’s five
boroughs are likely to come from fellow
Africans Ghirmay Ghebreslassie of
Eritrea, Ethiopian Lelisa Desisa and
Kenyan Lucas Rotich.

Ghebreslassie finished fourth in Rio
and at the London Marathon after
becoming the youngest ever world
marathon champion last year at age 19.

Desisa, 26, has twice won the Boston
Marathon and finished second there this
year. He placed third in New York last
year. The 26-year-old Rotich’s credentials
are not as impressive, but he continues
to improve on the roads and is one of
only five men in the field who have bro-
ken two hours and eight minutes for the
marathon. One other is three-time
Olympian Dathan Ritzenhein, who with
a personal best of 2:07.47 is the top
hope for the United States, which last
won the race in 2009. — Reuters

Kenyans go for fourth consecutive New York sweep

CHICAGO: Chicago Cubs fans attend a rally in Grant Park to celebrate the team’s World Series victory on Friday in Chicago, Illinois. Hundreds of
thousand of people lined the streets in downtown Chicago as the team paraded by in double deck buses on the way to the rally.   — AFP

CHICAGO:  The streets of Chicago were bathed
in Cubs blue Friday as millions of tearful, elated
baseball fans cheered their World Series-winning
team-who brought the championship home for
the first time in 108 years.

Parts of downtown Chicago, the third-largest
US city, were shut down as an estimated five mil-
lion people lined the miles-long parade route
from Wrigley Field to Grant Park, where the play-
ers were hailed at a huge rally.

“We’ve all dreamed of this so many times
over the years, and this has exceeded our
wildest dreams,” Theo Epstein, the team’s presi-
dent of baseball operations, told fans. 

“Let’s hope it’s not another 108 years,” added
Cubs manager Joe Maddon.  The Cubs defeated
the Cleveland Indians in dramatic style, coming
back from a 3-1 deficit in the best-of-seven
Series to win four games to three, with a 8-7 vic-
tory in extra innings in Game Seven.

The last time the Cubs won the Series,
American women did not have the right to vote,
and sliced bread had not been invented. World
Wars I and II were still in the future.

“I’ve been waiting for this day my whole life...
since I was four years old when my grandfather
took me to my first game,” said Nishant Shah, 35,
who came to the parade with his wife and 17-
month-old daughter. 

Many Chicagoans have told similar cross-gen-
erational stories of being fans and decades of
heartbreak.  The Windy City had been transfixed
for months by the possibility that the Cubs’ dry
spell might end. Flags with the team’s logo and
the blue “W” signaling a win were ubiquitous. 

The gravity of the historic moment was not
lost on the team, Epstein told the rally crowd.
“Our players felt it, felt how bad you guys want-
ed it. Driving around town, seeing the W flags,”
he said.  “And it was incredibly emotional for
everybody.  And our players really felt it and dug

deep for you.”  Two of the team’s players were in
tears as they addressed the rally. 

First baseman Anthony Rizzo paid tribute to
retiring catcher David Ross, a team mentor who
belted a home run in the final game of the
Series, his final game as a player. 

“He taught myself personally how to become
a real winner,” Rizzo said of Ross, struggling to
maintain his composure. “He’s going to go out a
champion forever.”  Many fans were equally

emotional.  “It’s euphoria,” said Jason Klabacha,
38. “It’s a dream come true. It just puts you back
to being a kid again.”  “It kind of chokes you up,
honestly,” said Kat Rojina, 43, who, like many
Chicagoans, had taken a day off from work. 

“It’s an overwhelming feeling of pride and
excitement.” The rally ended in fireworks and
confetti, and a sing-along of the team’s theme
song “Go Cubs Go,” led by country singer Brett
Eldredge. —AFP

Millions flood streets 
for Cubs victory parade

CHICAGO: Jon Lester (L) and Anthony Rizzo of the Chicago Cubs pose with the World Series trophy
during the Chicago Cubs victory celebration in Grant Park on Friday in Chicago, Illinois. —AFP

COLUMBUS: The Montreal Canadiens
were the last team in the NHL to lose a
game in regulation this season - and they
did it in historic fashion Friday night.

And the Columbus Blue Jackets made
a little history of their own. Cam
Atkinson, Nick Foligno, Scott Hartnell
and Josh Anderson each scored two
goals as Columbus swamped Montreal
10-0, matching the biggest loss in the
Canadiens’ storied history and breaking
the Blue Jackets’ franchise record.

Montreal lost by 10 goals for the fifth
time and the first since an 11-1 loss to
Detroit in February 1995. The Canadiens
dropped to 9-1-1.

I don’t think you’re going forget one
like that,” Montreal wing Brendan
Gallagher said. “We got taught a lesson
here tonight. We had it coming. Last
game we were sloppy, we got away with
it. Tonight we didn’t.”

Sergei Bobrovsky made 30 saves, and
Seth Jones and David Savard added
goals to help the Blue Jackets improve to
5-3-1. Columbus eclipsed its previous
record offensive output of eight goals in
a game.

After surrendering 13 goals in 10
games before Friday, Montreal gave up
eight to Columbus in the first two peri-
ods, half of them on power plays. Sixteen
Columbus players picked up at least one
point.

“ There’s nothing positive about
tonight - nothing,” Montreal coach
Michel Therrien said. The Blue Jackets
banged away at Al Montoya, Montreal’s
backup goalie who started in place in a
Cary Price in the first game of a back-to-
back set. On a power play with 9:04 left
in the first, Foligno tapped it out from
behind the net to Atkinson, who picked
up his third goal of the season and later
would get his fourth.

Seth Jones found the net just 58 sec-
onds later from the left circle on a pass
out from behind the goal l ine from
Anderson to make it 2-0.

Savard scored for Columbus again
with 5:54 left in the first - with a bit of
luck. Savard was shooting inside to Matt
Calvert, but the puck hit the skate of
Montreal’s Jeff Petry and trickled through
the legs of Montoya. The goal was

Savard’s first of the season and Markus
Nutivaara got an assist, his first NHL
point.

Atkinson scored his second goal of
the night 4:01 into the second period on
a put-back after Gagner’s shot bounced
off Montoya’s pads.

Foligno netted Columbus’ fifth off a
pass from Zach Werenski 10:12 into the
period, and Hartnell tapped in a loose
puck from in front of the net a minute
and 41 seconds later for the sixth score.
Foligno scored the seventh in traffic 1:46
seconds after that.

Anderson scored the eighth from the
slot just before the end of the second
period. Hartnell and Anderson added the
last two in the third period.

“You’ve been on the other side where
everything is not going right,” Foligno
said. “It just seemed to be the case
tonight where we were just getting every
bounce. But we were earning it too. I’m
not going to take away from our game,
either. We did a lot of good things. But
I’ve never been up by 10 in my entire
career.” Montoya had 30 saves for
Montreal.   

JETS 5, RED WINGS 3
Rookie Brandon Tanev’s second goal

of the game, with 1:16 left, broke a tie
and led Winnipeg to a come-from-
behind win over Detroit at Joe Louis
Arena. Patrik Laine, Mark Scheifele and
Nikolaj Ehlers also scored for the Jets.
Goalie Connor Hellebuyck, who is from
the Detroit-area suburb of Commerce
Township, stopped 30 shots.  Luke
Glendening, Henrik Zetterberg and
Justin Abdelkader scored for the Red
Wings, who lost their fourth straight.
Goaltender Petr Mrazek made 26 saves.

DUCKS 5, COYOTES 1
Rickard Rakell had two goals and an

assist to lead Anaheim over Arizona at
the Honda Center. Antoine Vermette fin-
ished with a goal and an assist, Kevin
Bieksa and Jakob Silfverberg each tallied
a goal, Corey Perry added two assists,
and goalie John Gibson stopped 21 shots
for the Ducks. Jamie McGinn scored for
the Coyotes, who conceded 33 shots on
goal. —Agencies

Blue Jackets inflict record 
loss on Canadiens, win 10-0

LAS VEGAS: Manny Pacquiao announced his retire-
ment seven months ago but after serving his first
stint as a rookie senator, the fire was rekindled and
the stage set for a return to boxing.  Pacquiao is hop-
ing to reclaim the WBO welterweight title for the third
time. But juggling two jobs, including his new gig as a
full-time politician in the Philippine Senate, has cut
into his training camp.  Pacquiao, who turns 38 next
month, is going up against the younger WBO champ
Jessie Vargas, who has a height, reach and weight
advantage.  Pacquiao tipped the scales at 144.8
pounds (65.7 kilograms) in front of a crowd of about
900 at Friday’s weigh-in at the Encore Theater inside
the Wynn hotel and casino. Vargas (27-1, 10 knock-
outs) weighed in at 146.5 pounds.  “I know I am the
challenger going in and I have to fight that way,”
Pacquiao said Friday. “It is not enough to do well, I
have to take the title away from him.”

Pacquiao arrived first stripping off his black and
gold track suit and stepping on the scale wearing
grey boxer shorts and trademark white socks.  “It
want to make history. It would mean a lot for me to
win this fight,” he said.

Pacquiao won the WBO title for the first time in

2010 when he beat Miguel Cotto. He lost it two years
later to Timothy Bradley, then got it back by winning
the rematch with Bradley in 2014. He then lost it to
Floyd Mayweather last year.  Pacquiao (58-6-2 with 38
KOs) still has a lot left and a seven-month hiatus can
hardly be considered a retirement. But he’s not get-
ting any younger and hasn’t had a knockout victory
since 2009. No fighter can go on forever. It remains to
be seen if his part-time training routine and the wear
of 66 professional fights finally brings Pacman to a
halt against Vargas, who is 10 years younger, five
inches (13 centimeters) taller and has a four-inch
reach advantage. Pacquiao said he was retiring fol-
lowing his April 9 two- knockdown victory over
Bradley in their third fight. Pacquiao looked impres-
sive in stopping Bradley, showing that he has recov-
ered from a shoulder injury which hampered him in
his fight against Mayweather in May 2015. Now it
remains to be seen what Vargas’ youth and size
advantage means against the highly skilled and more
experienced Pacquiao.  Vargas is making his first title
defence after winning the vacant WBO crown by
beating Sadam Ali.

“Manny Pacquiao has had a great career,” said

Vargas, who is from Las Vegas but says he is fighting
for Mexican pride. “Everybody that beats him
becomes a legend and I look forward to becoming a
legend.” Not many of the fans inside the Encore
Theater on Friday were giving Vargas much of a
chance.

“Manny will win because he favors this type of
boxing style,” said Alex Picarra, of Henderson, Nevada.
“Vargas is a good fighter but he is also a brawler and
that plays into Manny’s style.” Picarra, who works for
an air conditioning company, said Vargas is out of his
league. “Manny’s still got it,” he said. “I watched Vargas
fight Bradley and Bradley dominated him. If Bradley
can dominate him, then what is Manny going to do?”
Mikael Osorito, of Daly City, California, is an example
of the Manny mania of Filipino expats. The 41-year-
old airport worker flew to Las Vegas just so he could
attend the weigh-in. Osorito will fly home Saturday
morning and enjoy the fight on a big screen TV with
about 30 friends and family. “I come to all of Manny’s
weigh-ins,” said Osorito, who paid $100 just to watch
the weigh-in prior to the Mayweather mega fight in
2015. “Manny has more explosive power. He is not
afraid in the ring. It’s do or  die.” — AFP

Pacquiao eager to reclaim 
WBO welterweight title

LAS VEGAS: Boxers Manny Pacquiao, Philippines, and Jessie Vargas,
USA, pose together during their official weigh-in at the Wynn Las
Vegas hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada on Friday. — AFP
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PERTH: Australian bowler Peter Siddle (R) grimaces as he attempts to stop a shot from South Africa’s Dean Elgar (L) on day three of the first Test
cricket match between Australia and South Africa in Perth yesterday. — AFP

PERTH: South Africa’s JP Duminy and Dean
Elgar both scored centuries in a third-wicket
partnership of 250 to drive the tourists to a 388-
run lead over Australia at the end of the third
day of the first test yesterday.

Australia removed both centurions around
the tea break, as well as Temba Bavuma and cap-
tain Faf du Plessis in the last hour, but by then
the damage had been done and the Proteas will
go into day four on 390 for six.

Quinton de Kock, who was dropped by Adam
Voges on one, was at the crease unbeaten on 16
at the end of a long, hot day at the WACA, along
with Vernon Philander, who had made 23 not
out. South African paceman Dale Steyn was
ruled out of the rest of the series with a fractured
shoulder on Friday and will play no further part
in the match, reducing the number of wickets
Australia need to take.

Steyn was a member of the Proteas team that
chased down 414 to beat Australia at the WACA
in 2008 but it was a debutant Duminy who
scored the three runs off Mitchell Johnson that
got the South Africans over the line.

Now 32, Duminy looks to have played a key
role in another Perth triumph after his brilliant
141 rammed home South Africa’s advantage
after they had skittled Australia for 244 in reply
to their 242 on Friday.

Duminy faced 225 balls and hit 20 of them for
fours with another going for six, overhauling
partner Elgar before lunch and reaching his fifth
test century with two runs to deep cover soon
after the break.

NERVOUS NINETIES
It was his first century in two years and his

third against Australia, just reward for a master-
class of calm control and shot-making.

The end came just as it looked like the pair of
left-handers would bat through to tea, Peter
Siddle benefiting from a DRS review when the
technology revealed a nick off the bat that car-
ried through to wicketkeeper Peter Nevill.

Elgar did not have such a good experience on
his previous visit to the WACA, having got a pair
when he made his test debut at the ground in
2012, albeit on the winning team.

Dogged and determined where Duminy was
fluent, the 29-year-old reached his fifth test cen-
tury half an hour before tea after a prolonged
spell in the “nervous nineties”.

His career-best 127 came off 316 balls and he
had hit 17 fours and one six when Josh
Hazlewood finally winkled him out after tea
when he offered a tired shot and got an edge
which Mitchell Starc took at gully.

Starc should have caught Elgar on 81 when
the batsman skied the ball to mid-off but he lost
the ball in the Perth sun, tripped himself over
trying to readjust his position and spilled it on
the turf, to the despair of bowler Nathan Lyon.

The left-arm paceman also accounted for Du
Plessis (32), a fine edge taken behind by Nevill,
while Hazlewood had Bavuma well caught by
Usman Khawaja at deep square leg for eight but
the collapse Australia needed never materi-
alised. After Perth, the series continues in Hobart
before concluding with a day-night test at
Adelaide Oval. — Reuters

Duminy, Elgar centuries 
put South Africa on top

South Africa 1st Innings: 242
Australia 1st Innings: 244
South Africa 1st Innings (Overnight: 104-2)
Stephen Cook c Shaun Marsh b Siddle 12
Dean Elgar c Starc b Hazlewood 127
Hashim Amla b Hazlewood 1
Jean-Paul Duminy c Nevill b Siddle 141
Faf du Plessis c Nevill b Starc 32
Temba Bavuma c Khawaja b Marsh 8

Quinton de Kock not out 16
Vernon Philander not out 23
Extras (4b, 13lb, 12w, 1nb) 30
TOTAL: (6 wickets) 390
Overs: 126
Fall of wickets: 1-35, 2-45, 295, 4-324, 5-346, 6-352.
Bowling: Mitchell Starc 27-7-99-1 (1w), Josh Hazlewood 32-
10-97-2 (1nb), Peter Siddle 22-8-47-2, Mitchell Marsh 22-4-
52-1 (3w), Nathan Lyon 21-2-76-0, Adam Voges 2-1-2-0.

SCOREBOARD

PERTH, Australia: Scoreboard at the end of the third day of the first cricket test between Australia and South Africa
at the WACA ground yesterday.

KUWAIT: In their first game of this
season of the Kuwait Banks Club (KBC)
League, Kuwait International Bank’s
cricket team recently won their match
against Gulf Bank’s team by 5 wickets.

After winning the toss, Gulf Bank
elected to bat first, but KIB’s team
kicked off the game with determina-
tion and skill. KIB’s bowlers exerted
pressure from the very beginning and
took wickets with regular intervals,
restricting the Gulf Bank team to only
117 runs. The KIB team then opened
its innings with confidence and a
fierce attitude, despite one of its play-
ers getting injured and having to
leave the game.

With this victory, KIB scored a win
in its first game of the 2016-2017 sea-
son of Kuwait Banks Club (KBC)
League, winning the match in 19th

over with 5 wickets spare.
Furthermore, KIB’s Ali Merji  was
named “Man of the Match” for his
impressive performance during the
game. Congratulating the team on
their win, the Bank’s Management
wished the Cricket team a successful
season with plenty of more victories
to follow.

KIB is a keen advocate of enhanc-
ing interest in sports across the com-
munity in Kuwait, starting with its
own staff. The Bank’s leading social
responsibility program aims to raise
awareness within the local community
of the importance of sports and physi-
cal activity in all its forms. The Bank
firmly believes that regular exercise is
an integral part of a modern, healthy
lifestyle, enhancing both physical and
mental well-being. 

KIB’s cricket team wins 
match against Gulf Bank

MUMBAI: Captain Alastair Cook yester-
day hai led top bowler J immy
Anderson’s surprise return from injury
as he insisted England would revel in
their status as underdogs during their
tour of India. Cook said that Anderson,
England’s all-time leading Test wicket-
taker with 463 scalps, had been given
the all-clear following a shoulder prob-
lem and could arrive in India as early as
Tuesday.

“It’s really good news. He’s ready to
come so it’s just about trying to get him
out to Rajkot as quick as we can,” Cook,
31, told reporters in Mumbai. The first
Test of the five-match series starts in
Rajkot, in western Gujarat state, on
Wednesday as India seek revenge for a
home series loss to England four years
ago. The powerful Anderson will miss
the opening Test but could be ready to
lead England’s attack for the second
match, which starts in Andhra Pradesh
state, on November 17, said Cook.

Anderson suffered a fractured shoul-
der blade last summer and had been
dogged by a recurrence of the injury
but passed fitness tests back home on
Friday while the rest of the England
squad were already training in India.

“I was chatting to him yesterday and
the second Test is a good possibility.
We’ll know when we see how his body
reacts when he’s out here,” said the
skipper.  Anderson took more wickets
than any other pace bowler on either
side when England won the 2012 series
in India and Cook believes the fired-up
34-year-old could be the difference
again. “He’s worked incredibly hard to
get back and has come back so much
quicker than we thought. “He’s up for it
and is not just coming here to make up

the numbers so that’s great for us. He
wants to make a difference in this
series,” Cook told a post-training press
conference. India are number one in
the world and have not lost a Test series
at home since left-handed batsman
Cook expertly lead England to a 2-1 vic-
tory four years ago.  England’s spin
attack is weaker than it was back then
when Graeme Swann and Monty
Panesar excelled on Indian soil  but
Cook is confident that his side can
spring a surprise.

PRESSURE OFF ENGLAND 
“Unfortunately we haven’t quite got

that experience of probably top quality
spinners. (But) Mo (Moeen Ali) has been
very successful against India in the
past.  “Rash (Adil Rashid) has done very
well in One Day Cricket and we proba-
bly haven’t seen the best of him in Test
cricket yet. “(So) we’ve actually got
more options in this squad than we did
in the last squad,” he said. Cook warned
critics not to write off his team even if
they do lose in the opening Test recall-
ing his side’s heroics the last time they
toured India. “I remember sitting in a
press conference after the first Test and
everyone was talking about how you’re
going to stop India winning 4-0 and we
managed to turn it around and win 2-1.
It shows that anything is possible.”

England are looking to bounce back
from a humiliating defeat to minnows
Bangladesh last  week and Cook
believes that being underdogs, rather
than favourites, will work in his side’s
favour. “We’re under no illusions about
how hard it  could be but being an
underdog takes a lot of pressure off us,”
said Cook. — AFP

England’s Cook hails Anderson
return for India Tests

MUMBAI: England cricketers Ben Stokes (L), Ben Duckett (C) and captain Alastair
Cook bat in nets during a training session at the Brabourne Stadium in Mumbai yes-
terday. England are due to play a five-match Test cricket series against India, with the
first Test at Rajkot from November 9-13.  — AFP 

HARARE: Cricket’s umpiring Decision Review
System will be used in Zimbabwe for the first time
today when the hosts take on Sri Lanka in the sec-
ond Test at Harare Sports Club.  The DRS has wide-
ly been seen as a solution to cutting out umpiring
errors in the game, but it has not been universally
adopted since its initial trial in 2008.

While India has refused to use the system in the
past because it did not believe that the technolo-
gy it is based on was foolproof, countries such as
Zimbabwe have not had the funds required for it.
“I look at matches in different parts of the world,
and I see the different levels of technology and
you see umpires are left without conclusive evi-
dence in one series where in another series they
might have conclusive evidence with all tools
available,” the International Cricket Council’s gen-
eral manager of cricket operations Geoff Allardice
said this week.  “There are some logistical chal-
lenges as well about having every type of technol-
ogy in every match but I think overall we should
be striving for a more consistent delivery of tech-
nology at all international matches.” India have
recently shown signs of softening their stance,
and have committed to using DRS when they host
England in a five-Test series that starts on
Wednesday.

Zimbabwe Cricket have arranged for the sys-
tem to be used in Sunday’s second Test against Sri
Lanka, with the home side hoping that it can
reduce the number of poor decisions that go
against them.

Six of the seven incorrect umpiring decisions in
the first Test were in Sri Lanka’s favour, as the
tourists won by 225 runs.

“I think (the errors) have been well document-
ed,” said Zimbabwe coach Heath Streak on
Saturday. “I think the DRS is good because it can
negate the element of human error.

“Obviously anyone can make a mistake, but the
less of those that have an influence on the game,
the better.” The system will also be used in the tri-
angular one-day series that follows, when
Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka will be joined by the
West Indies.  “It’s nice to have it because we need
to use the technology - I’m happy to have it,” said
Rangana Herath, who is leading Sri Lanka in the
Test series.

Both sides confirmed a clean bill of health yes-
terday, and suggested that changes were unlikely
for the final Test of the series. — AFP

DRS umpiring makes 
debut in Zimbabwe 

Dale Steyn faces six 
months on sidelines

PERTH: Former captain Shaun Pollock
thinks Dale Steyn will be remembered as
the best test bowler South Africa has
produced even if he never gets back on
to the pitch to claim the record as the
country’s most prolific wicket-taker.  The
33-year-old paceman fractured a bone in
his right shoulder early on the second
day of the first test against Australia on
Friday and Pollock said it was reasonable
to question whether he would ever
return to the test arena.  “You’d have to,”
he told ABC Radio yesterday. “Given how
old he is, the nature of the injury, it’s
between six months and 12 months to
recover, he’ll have to have an operation,
he’ll have to have it pinned “It’s a real
blow for him.”

Before he was injured on Friday, Steyn
had already removed Australian opener
Dave Warner for 97 to claim his 417th
test victim, four shy of the South African
record held by Pollock.  “I’ve got a bottle
of champagne in my hotel room I was
going to present to him because I
thought it was just a matter of time,”
Pollock added.

“He deserves to be the leading wicket-
taker in our country.  Since readmission
he’s been the ultimate strike bowler, the
best test bowler we’ve produced. He
deserves the record so I hope he does
bounce back.”

Steyn said he thought it would take at
least six months for him to recover and
he would be in no great hurry to return,
admitting he had probably rushed back
too soon after suffering a shoulder injury
in December.

“I didn’t have the full time to recover...
I’ve been dealing with this thing for quite
some time now, so I probably should
have taken a little bit longer,” he told
Channel Nine at the WACA.

“I was wanting to rush and get into
that Twenty20 World Cup, I wanted to go
to the IPL, I wanted to play. This is what I
do.  So I’ll probably have to take the time
this time and let it heal properly.”

Steyn’s absence leaves South Africa’s

remaining pacemen, Vernon Philander
and Kagiso Rabada, with a heavier work-
load in Australia’s second innings at the
WACA.  “It’s always going to be the case
that you have to dish up a few more
overs,” Philander said on Friday.  “It’s a
responsibility well taken by the rest of
the team and the squad, we will want to
win the game for Dale.” —Reuters

PERTH: South African fast bowler Dale
Steyn sits with his arm in a sling prior to
the start of day three of the first Test
cricket match between Australia and
South Africa in Perth yesterday. —AFP
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MANCHESTER: Manchester United are
in need of a lift as they travel to
Swansea, but must seek it without the
presence of their manager Jose
Mourinho on the touchline.

Mourinho must watch from the stand
at the Liberty Stadium today, having
been given a one-match ban for con-
fronting referee Mark Clattenburg at
half-time during last weekend’s goalless
draw with Burnley.

These are not happy times for the
United manager, who was fined £8,000
($10,000, 9,000 euros) for that incident,
and ordered to pay another £50,000 for
comments made about another referee,
Anthony Taylor, before the goalless draw
at Liverpool on October 17.

Mourinho has become embroiled in
controversies off the field as his team
labour on it. 

In the Premier League, United have
dropped to eighth place after going four
matches without a win and three with-
out a goal. In the Europa League, they
are in danger of being eliminated at the
group stage, falling to third place in their
section following Thursday’s 2-1 defeat
by Fenerbahce in Istanbul.

The concern for United is that they
are not scoring despite dominating the
ball; they had 72 percent possession
against Burnley, and 70 percent in
Turkey.  It does not help that Zlatan
Ibrahimovic is going through one of the
worst goalscoring spells of his career. He
has gone six league matches without
scoring for the first time since December
2007.

‘NOT SHARP’ 
The one positive attacking note in the

last week was Wayne Rooney’s spectacu-
lar consolation goal against Fenerbahce,
his first since August.

Despite that goal,  Mourinho has
acknowledged that his forwards are
lacking confidence.

“Sometimes teams don’t score goals
because of their philosophy, because the
team isn’t aggressive enough and
doesn’t risk enough,” he said. “That’s not
our case, that’s not our case at all.

“It is also easy to see that some play-
ers in our attacking areas lack confi-
dence; they’re not sharp and getting the
chances that they can,” the Portuguese
boss added. United will definitely be
without Ander Herrera at Swansea as he
serves a one-match ban incurred for a
sending off against Burnley. 

They may also be missing his fellow
midfielder Paul Pogba, who limped off

against Fenerbahce.
Those concerns will not, though, sig-

nal a quick return to the team for Bastian
Schweinsteiger, who has only just
rejoined first-team training this week
after being cast aside following
Mourinho’s arrival.

“He’s been training with the team for
three or four days,” Mourinho said. 

“He’s not ready to play football at that
level yet.” Bob Bradley’s appointment as
Swansea manager has not stopped their
slide and the American acknowledged
that their performance was not good
enough as they were beaten 3-1 at Stoke
on Monday.

Swansea have not won since the
opening day of the season, collecting
just two points from their last nine
matches, and sit next to bottom of the
table. Bradley has suggested he may try

to sign former Manchester United striker
Dimitar Berbatov, a free agent after leav-
ing Greek club PAOK at the end of last
season.

But the immediate priority is to
improve an increasingly perilous league
position and Swans defender Mike van
der Hoorn said: “It has been a very diffi-
cult start for us. Results have not gone
our way and when you are near the bot-
tom positions you find you often don’t
get the luck or the 50/50 decisions.

“A win over Manchester United would
give the team a lot more confidence,
which in turn gives you more freedom in
your play.”

Winger Jefferson Montero has recov-
ered from a calf injury and could make
his first league start of the season, while
defender Kyle Naughton has overcome
illness. —AFP

United seek Swansea boost as Mourinho looks on

LOS ANGELES: Golden State Warriors guard Shaun Livingston (34) dunks against Los Angeles Lakers center Tarik Black (28) during the first half
of an NBA basketball game in Los Angeles, Friday. — AP

LOS ANGELES: Lou Williams scored 10 of his 20
points in the fourth quarter, and the Lakers
snapped Stephen Curry’s NBA-record streak of
157 games with a 3-pointer in a 117-97 victory
over Golden State on Friday night. Julius Randle
had 20 points and 14 rebounds for the rebuild-
ing Lakers, who pulled off their second straight
shocking home upset of the mighty Warriors
with an impressive effort from their exciting
young roster. Lakers coach Luke Walton also
won his first meeting with his former team and
his coaching mentor, Steve Kerr. Curry scored 13
points while going 0 for 10 from 3-point range,
ending several incredible long-distance streaks.
He had hit a 3-pointer in every regular-season
game since March 14, 2015. Including the post-
season, Curry had at least one 3 in 196 straight
games, and he had also hit in 116 straight regu-
lar-season road games - both NBA records. The
Lakers jumped to a 21-point lead in the third
quarter and fought off Golden State’s challenge
in the fourth quarter with huge games from
Williams and Randle. D’Angelo Russell added 17
points, and rookie Brandon Ingram had 12.

WIZARDS 95, HAWKS 92
Bradley Beal scored 20 of his 28 points after

halftime, and Washington finally gave new
coach Scott Brooks his first victory with the
team. Beal averaged only 14 points during
Washington’s 0-3 start, never getting more than
15, and Brooks said before facing Atlanta he con-
sidered that his fault for not giving his young
shooting guard enough opportunities. John Wall
had 21 points, 10 rebounds and six assists for
Washington. Dwight Howard led the Hawks with
20 points and 12 rebounds, and Dennis Schroder
also scored 20. An aggressive Beal made 13 of 14
free-throw attempts and hit three 3-pointers.
Atlanta cut the deficit to 95-92 and inbounded
the ball after a timeout with 11.7 seconds left,
but Kyle Korver air-balled a 3-point try with 3.6
seconds left with Markieff Morris in his face.
Korver finished 1 for 9 from the field, including 1
for 6 on 3s.

SPURS 112, PELICANS 111, OT
Devin Booker scored 38 points, including an

improbable jumper that tied the as regulation
expired and Phoenix kept New Orleans winless
on the season. T.J. Warren added 18 points on 4-
of-17 shooting for the Suns, while Eric Bledsoe
had 17 points and Tyson Chandler had 12 points
and 18 rebounds. Anthony Davis had 22 points
and 11 rebounds for the Pelicans (0-6), while for-
ward Terrence Jones, starting in place of the sus-
pended Dante Cunningham, had 19 points.
Though the Pelicans outshot the Suns 46 per-
cent to 43 percent, they managed to shoot just
53.6 percent from the free throw line (15 of 28).
The Suns finished 24 of 28 at the line.

RAPTORS 96, HEAT 87
DeMar DeRozan scored 34 points and reserve

Terrence Ross added 20 as Toronto beat Miami. It
was a team-record fifth straight 30-plus-point
game for DeRozan, the NBA’s leading scorer
coming into the game averaging 36.3 points.
Mike James had four straight 30-plus-point
games for Toronto in 2005. According to the Elias
Sports Bureau, the last player to start a season

with five games with at least 30 points was
Michael Jordan from Nov. 1-11, 1986. Hassan
Whiteside had 21 points and 16 rebounds and
Goran Dragic added 17 points for the Heat. 

HORNETS 99, NETS 95
Kemba Walker scored a season-high 30 points

and Charlotte improved its best start in 16 years
to 4-1. Nicolas Batum added 18 points and nine
rebounds, while Marvin Williams, who missed his
first 10 shots, made a 3-pointer with 1:05 left
after the Nets had cut the lead to one point.
Reserve Sean Kilpatrick scored 19 points for the
Nets, who didn’t have starting point guard
Jeremy Lin available to face his former team
because of a strained left hamstring that will
keep him sidelined for at least two weeks. Brook
Lopez added 18 points and Trevor Booker had
12 points and 13 rebounds for the Nets.

KNICKS 117, BULLS 104
Kristaps Porzingis had 27 points and Carmelo

Anthony added 25 to lead New York in the tri-
umphant return of Derrick Rose and Joakim
Noah to Chicago. Rose, the Bulls’ first-round draft
pick in 2008, finished with 15 points and 11
assists, while Noah, a 2007 first-rounder, had 16
points and nine rebounds. They teamed up to
play a familiar two-man game late as New York
held off a Chicago rally. Both Rose and Noah
received loud ovations from the United Center
crowd during pregame introductions, although
there were some boos mixed in for Rose. The
Chicago native also was booed every time he
touched the ball in the first couple of minutes.
The Bulls played a video tribute to Rose and
Noah during the first timeout. Dwyane Wade led
Chicago (3-2) with 35 points on 12-for-20 shoot-
ing and Jimmy Butler added 26 points.

CLIPPERS 99, GRIZZLIES 88
Chris Paul had 27 points and 11 assists, Blake

Griffin added 14 points and 10 rebounds to lead
Los Angeles. The Clippers built an early lead
then survived a fourth-quarter Memphis rally.

The Grizzlies would score nine straight points
and eventually pulled within 93-86 with less
than a minute left. Memphis would get no clos-
er. J.J. Redick scored 12 points for Los Angeles
while DeAndre Jordan grabbed 21 rebounds.
Mike Conley led Memphis with 30 points and 10
assists, while Marc Gasol aded 21 points and
nine rebounds. Zach Randolph finished with 15
points and nine rebounds.

TRAIL BLAZERS 105, MAVERICKS 95
Damian Lillard scored 27 of his season-high

42 points in the second half as Portland sent
Dallas to its first 0-5 start in franchise history.
Mason Plumlee had 19 points and Al-Farouq
Aminu added 12 points and 10 rebounds for
Portland. J.J.  Barea scored 23 points and
Harrison Barnes had 17 for the Mavericks, who
were without Andrew Bogut (personal reasons)
for the game and Dirk Nowitzki (sore right
Achilles) in the second half. With backcourt
mate C.J. McCollum saddled with foul trouble
for most of the game, Lil lard had 18 of
Portland’s 25 points during a 14-minute stretch
of the second half.

SPURS 100, JAZZ 86
Kawhi Leonard scored 29 points and

grabbed 11 rebounds as San Antonio beat Utah.
The Spurs bounced back from a 15-point home
loss to the Jazz on Tuesday after losing just one
game in San Antonio all of last season. The Jazz
jumped out to a 10-2 lead in the first quarter
and an unhappy Spurs coach Gregg Popovich
called a timeout just minutes into the game. The
Spurs responded with a 29-7 run and the Jazz
never led again. Utah got within seven in the
third quarter, but Leonard responded with five
quick points and the Jazz never got within sin-
gle digits the rest of the game. Leonard contin-
ued his MVP-caliber season by shooting 9 for 18
from the field while LaMarcus Aldridge added
19 points and six rebounds. Rodney Hood led
the Jazz with 18 points, but the team shot just
37.5 percent. — AP

Lakers stun Warriors 117-97, 
end Stephen’s 3-point streak

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 4 1 .800 -
Boston 3 2 .600 1
NY Knicks 2 3 .400 2
Brooklyn 2 4 .333 2.5
Philadelphia 0 4 0 3.5

Central Division
Cleveland 5 0 1.000 -
Detroit 3 2 .600 2
Chicago 3 2 .600 2
Milwaukee 3 2 .600 2
Indiana 2 3 .400 3

Southeast Division
Charlotte 4 1 .800 -
Atlanta 3 2 .600 1
Miami 2 3 .400 2
Orlando 2 3 .400 2
Washington 1 3 .250 2.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 4 1 .800 -
Portland 3 3 .500 1.5
Utah 3 3 .500 1.5
Denver 2 2 .500 1.5
Minnesota 1 3 .250 2.5

Pacific Division
LA Clippers 4 1 .800 -
Golden State 4 2 .667 0.5
LA Lakers 3 3 .500 1.5
Sacramento 2 4 .333 2.5
Phoenix 2 4 .333 2.5

Southwest Division
San Antonio 5 1 .833 -
Houston 3 2 .600 1.5
Memphis 3 3 .500 2
Dallas 0 5 0 4.5
New Orleans 0 6 0 5

NBA results/standings

Washington 95, Atlanta 92; Toronto 96, Miami 87; Charlotte 99, Brooklyn 95; NY Knicks 117, Chicago 104; LA Clippers
99, Memphis 88; Phoenix 112, New Orleans 111 (OT); Portland 105, Dallas 95; San Antonio 100, Utah 86; LA Lakers
117, Golden State 97.

LEICESTER: Leicester City can end a solid
week in style with a victory over West
Bromwich Albion that would send them
into the Premier League’s international
break on a high.  Yet for a club still mak-
ing history and breaking down barriers,
the Premier League champions had felt a
little low heading into today’s clash with
the Baggies.

A much-needed improved away per-
formance brought a handy point in the
league at Tottenham Hotspur last week-
end before a creditable goalless draw in
Copenhagen on Wednesday put them on
the brink of the Champions League’s last
16 with a record of four group games
without conceding a goal.  Yet a disjoint-
ed performance in Denmark, allied to a
fractured hand that will keep goalkeeper
Kasper Schmeichel out for up to seven
weeks, left a slightly sour taste to what
should have been a pleasing run for man-
ager Claudio Ranieri.

The Italian will now put his trust in
German international Ron-Robert Zieler,
who has played in the Premier League
games against Swansea City, Burnley and
Manchester United as well as the EFL Cup
tie against Chelsea.  The 27-year-old has
conceded eight goals in his  last  two
games but he will now replace a man
Ranieri rates among the best in the busi-
ness.  “It is a pity-Kasper was in very great
condition but Zieler gives me confidence
and I am very confident with him, so it’s
okay,” said Ranieri.  “It is difficult to say if
Kasper is the best but for us he is the best. 

Kasper is very important for my team.
“He had an operation last night and

the surgeon said everything is okay,”
added the Italian. “Now it depends on
how long.  “I don’t put a deadline on it

because every man is different. Maybe
two, three, five, six maybe seven weeks-I
don’t know.  “Kasper wants to play on
Sunday! But that is normal. “Of course the
hands, as for a boxer, are very important.”

BERAHINO BOOT CAMP 
R anier i  made several  changes in

Copenhagen but is expected to revert to
a more familiar Premier League line-up to
take on Tony Pulis’s Albion.  Record-sign-
ing Islam Slimani could come into con-
tention after returning to training follow-
ing a groin injur y but Shinji  Okazaki
made an impressive case to keep his
place alongside Jamie Vardy in attack
when he scored and played well in victo-
ry over Crystal Palace in Leicester’s last
Premier League game.  Albion manager
Pulis will again be without striker Saido
Berahino, whose career continues to stall
following more fitness issues.  The 23-
year-old has now been sent to France for
a four-day fitness camp that Pulis hopes
will help him get back in shape to play in
the Premier League.  “Saido’s off at the
moment in a fitness centre, working with
a fella that I worked with when I was very
young in management,” said Pulis.  “He’s
got a week there to top himself up, and
he’s going to go through everything that
we’ve done so far to enable him to be at a
level that hopefully fingers crossed, when
he does come back, that he’ll be sharp
and able to maintain Premier League
football.

“This is someone who’s in France, who
I worked with 20 years ago.  “He’ll look at
ever ything we’ve done,  assess  what
we’ve done and make a judgement on
what Saido has to do over the next two
weeks before the Burnley game.—AFP

Foxes in the hunt 
for West Brom win

LIVERPOOL: Jordan Henderson wants
Liverpool to be remembered for winning
trophies rather than as the Premier
League’s great entertainers.

Prior to this weekend’s round of match-
es, Liverpool were the league’s joint top-
scorers on 24 goals in 10 games together
with leaders Manchester City.  But
Liverpool captain Henderson said while the
way Jurgen Klopp’s side played might
appeal to supporters, there was a clearly
defined strategy behind the Merseysiders’
approach.

“The main priority for us is if we’re per-
forming and playing the way we can then
obviously it is entertaining football, it is
high-intensity and everybody is going to
enjoy watching us,” said the midfielder
ahead of today’s match at home to Watford.

“But we do it for a reason-and the rea-
son is because that’s the best way to play
football and the best way to win games for
us as a team.  “If we keep doing what we’ve
been doing, keep working on the training
field and listening to what the manager
wants, and then applying that on the week-
end then it’ll be very entertaining, but
there’s a purpose to it-and for me, it’s the
best way for us to win.”

For all the plaudits regarding their
attacking play, Liverpool’s defence has
come under scrutiny this season given
they’ve conceded 13 goals in the league.

“A lot of the pundits and press will big

up that we’re conceding too many goals,”
said Henderson. 

“But in terms of the team, when you’re
actually in a game, I feel as though we’re
dominating games and teams aren’t get-
ting many chances.  “If we keep going in
that direction and keep improving, then
we’ll improve in all areas-not just conced-
ing, but scoring goals as well.” Liverpool
striker Danny Ings has been ruled out for
the rest of the season after he underwent
surgery on a knee injury this week.  But
Klopp’s options are boosted by the return
of James Milner, who has recovered from a
virus and is expected to feature at left-back,
while midfielders Georginio Wijnaldum and
Emre Can are available following illness.

‘BEAT THEM UP’ 
Watford moved ahead of Manchester

United in the table last week by beating
Hull City 1-0 at Vicarage Road, although
they required an own-goal from Tigers cap-
tain Michael Dawson to shade a less than
stellar encounter.  Nevertheless, Walter
Mazzarri’s side have lost just once in their
last seven top-flight fixtures to sit in sev-
enth in the Premier League table ahead of
Saturday’s matches.

Liverpool are unlikely to take the
Hornets lightly having lost 3-0 away to
Watford last season, although the corre-
sponding fixture, in May, ended 2-0 to the
home side at Anfield.—AFP

Henderson tells Liverpool 
to keep eyes on the prize

DOHA: Iraq’s Air Force Club forward Emad Mohsin Majeed (L) and India’s Bengaluru
club defender Nishu Kumar vie for the ball during the AFC Asian Cup final football
match between Iraq’s Air Force Club and India’s Bengaluru FC at the Qatar Sports
club in Doha, yesterday. — AFP



S PORTS
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2016

MADRID: Atletico Madrid’s La Liga title
hopes suffered another serious setback as
two Real Sociedad penalties inflicted a 2-0
defeat on the Champions League finalists
yesterday.

Carlos Vela opened the scoring nine
minutes into the second-half before
handing responsibilities from the spot to
Willian Jose to seal Sociedad’s third
straight win 15 minutes from time.

A second league defeat in three games

means Atletico remain three points
behind league leaders Real Madrid, but
their city rivals can extend that advantage
to six when they host Leganes on Sunday.

Atletico host Real in a rematch of the
Champions League final after the interna-
tional break on November 19. Diego
Simeone’s men had sealed their place in
the last 16 of the Champions League on
Tuesday with a stoppage time victory
over FC Rostov, but suffered a European

hangover in an insipid display lacking in
energy and invention. Sociedad dominat-
ed possession in the opening 20 minutes,
but it was Atletico who had the best
chance before half-time when Kevin
Gameiro was played in by Yannick
Carrasco and was unfortunate to see his
chip over Geronimo Rulli come back off
the post. A tight game swung decisively
Sociedad’s way when left-back Yuri burst
into the box just after the break and was

upended by Atletico captain Gabi.
Vela stepped up to coolly sent Jan

Oblak the wrong way for his fourth goal of
the season. The Mexican blasted a great
chance to seal the win over as Sociedad
threatened to pick Atletico off on the
counter-attack.

However, Vela was key for the second
goal as he led another break and was
chopped down by Angel Correa. Jose also
sent the helpless Oblak the wrong way

from the spot to move Sociedad to within
two points of Atletico in sixth.

At the other end of the table, Granada
remain rooted to the bottom and without
a win this season after a 1-1 draw at home
to Deportivo la Coruna.

Florin Andone handed the visitors
the lead, but an own goal from
Deportivo ‘keeper Przemyslaw Tyton sal-
vaged a point for Granada nine minutes
from time. —AFP

Atletico pay the penalty in Sociedad defeat

MUNICH: Bayern’s Douglas Costa, right, controls the ball besides Hoffenheim’s Kerem Demirbay during the German Bundesliga soccer match
between FC Bayern Munich and TSG 1899 Hoffenheim at the Allianz Arena stadium in Munich, Germany, yesterday. — AP

BERLIN: Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang netted
four goals yesterday as Borussia Dortmund rout-
ed bottom side Hamburg 5-2 away, while
Bundesliga leaders Bayern Munich were held to a
1-1 draw by Hoffenheim.  The result at the Allianz
Arena means second-placed RB Leipzig can now
move level on points with Bayern at the summit
if they win at home to mid-table Mainz today.

It was a fine result for Hoffenheim, who
remain unbeaten this season under their 29-year-
old coach Julian Nagelsmann.

But the day belonged to Aubameyang, who
redeemed himself for a reported midweek indis-
cretion in Italy with four clinically taken goals as
Dortmund won for the first time in five league
games to go fifth.  According to German media,
Aubameyang had been suspended by coach
Thomas Tuchel for Wednesday’s 1-0 Champions
League win at home to Sporting Lisbon after he
had jetted to Milan with friends on Monday.  But
all seemed to have been forgiven in Hamburg as
the Gabon striker celebrated his goals, including
a first-half hat-trick, with Tuchel amidst plenty of
smiles. ‘Auba’ needed just 27 minutes to score his
first three goals and hit his fourth after the break.

He netted Dortmund’s first with just four min-
utes gone. Borussia’s pressing then forced
Hamburg captain Johan Djourou into a mistake,
and Turkish teenager Emre Mor pounced to

present Aubameyang with a simple tap-in on 23
minutes.  The hat-trick came four minutes later.
A clearance from Hamburg goalkeeper Rene
Adler was returned with interest by Marc Bartra,
who put Aubameyang away for his third.

It was 4-0 three minutes after the break when
Christian Pulisic pounced on a loose ball and fed
Aubameyang, who drilled a superb shot into the
bottom-left corner.

Hamburg pulled two goals back through
Nicolai Mueller, who netted their first goal in 717
Bundesliga minutes dating back to September
10, but Ousmane Dembele came off the bench
to net Dortmund’s fifth late on.  This was a woe-
ful Hamburg display and not what Germany leg-
end Uwe Seeler wished for on his 80th birthday
as he watched his ex-club’s eighth defeat in 10
league games.

WOLFSBURG BACK ON TRACK 
In Munich, Bayern were denied a sixth

straight win by third-placed Hoffenheim, who
preserve their unbeaten record this season.
Hoffenheim’s Kerem Demirbay beautifully timed
his arrival in the box to smash Nadiem Amiri’s
pass into the top-left corner on 16 minutes, but
the lead did not last.

When Douglas Costa fired in a cross,
Hoffenheim midfielder Steven Zuber deflected

the ball between his own goalkeeper’s legs for
an own goal on 34 minutes with Bayern’s Robert
Lewandowski waiting at the far post.  Bayern,
who were playing in jerseys made from recycled
rubbish from the sea, saw their luck desert them
as they fished for the winning goal.  Both Mats
Hummels and Thomas Mueller hit the wood-
work in the last five minutes.

Having beaten Tottenham Hotspur away in
the Champions League in  midweek, Bayer
Leverkusen enjoyed a 3-1 win over Darmstadt
on their return to domestic duty with goals by
Turkey’s Hakan Calhanoglu, Germany winger
Julian Brandt and Chile’s Charles Aranguiz.

Wolfsburg shot up out of the relegation
places to 12th with a 3-0 win in pouring rain at
ten-man Freiburg as Germany striker Mario
Gomez scored twice while Ricardo Rodriguez
converted a late penalty.  It was Wolfsburg’s first
win since the opening day of the season.  On
Friday, fourth-placed Hertha Berlin won 3-0 at
home to jaded Borussia Moenchengladbach as
Salomon Kalou scored a hat-trick for his first
goals since April.

The Ivory Coast forward welcomed his first
goals since losing his father in August, two
weeks before his aunt also passed away.

“It’s a relief with all the difficult situations I’ve
had to deal with,” he said. —AFP

Aubameyang hits four, 
Hoffenheim hold Bayern

BOURNEMOUTH: Jermain Defoe’s second-
half penalty gave 10-man Sunderland their
first win at the 11th attempt in the Premier
League this season as they beat
Bournemouth 2-1 away yesterday.

The 34-year-old former England striker’s
sixth goal of the season-against a team
where he spent a productive season on
loan as an 18-year-old scoring 18 goals for
them-completed the Black Cats comeback.

Ryan Gosling had put the hosts a goal
up in the first-half before Victor Anichebe
levelled only for former South African inter-
national Steven Pienaar to be sent off but it
was the Black Cats who had the final say
through Defoe.

Sunderland move on to five points but
stay bottom because of a worse goal differ-
ence than Swansea who host Manchester
United today. Victory also ensures
Sunderland will not go on to earn the tag
of worst start to a Premier League league
start. The shared it with Manchester City,
who began the 1995-96 season in identical
fashion before losing their 11th match 6-0
against Liverpool.

The hosts made a cracking start as the
Sunderland players looked as if the only
thing they learnt on their visit to the Nissan
car factory this week was how to operate
reverse gear as they were on the back foot
from the start. Ireland international Harry
Arter produced a superb long range effort
inside the first five minutes but

Sunderland’s young goalkeeper Jordan
Pickford saved superbly.

However, he could do nothing about
Gosling’s goal as he converted via his stom-
ach a great cross by Adam Smith for his
third goal of the campaign. Pickford kept
his side in the game as he pulled off anoth-
er terrific stop from Joshua King who had
been set up by the impressive Junior
Stanislas.  The Sunderland fans must have
seen something that the rest of the onlook-
ers had missed for their rendition of Bob
Marley’s “Don’t worry about a thing, every
little thing’s gonna be all right,” proved pre-
scient as the Black Cats drew level.

Defoe teed up Anichebe and he turned
smartly in the area holding off Simon
Francis and fired the ball past Artur Boruc.

Sunderland’s tails were up and a fine
sweeping move involving Anichebe and
Defoe led to Paddy McNair whipping in a
cross which was turned in by Duncan
Watmore only for it to be ruled out for off-
side. Sunderland continued in the same
vibrant form in the second-half only for
their momentum to be halted as Pienaar
was sent off for a second bookable offence.

Pickford then prevented the Cherries
taking the lead as he denied England mid-
fielder Jack Wilshere a goal on his 100th
Premier League appearance.

However, the game swung back in
Sunderland’s favour when Smith brought
down Anichebe and Defoe slotted home
the resulting penalty with 16 minutes
remaining and ending Boruc’s run of three
saved spot kicks. Bournemouth threw
everything at the Sunderland defence, sub-
stitute Benik Afobe should have done bet-
ter on two occasions whilst Pickford once
again came to his team-mates’ aid with a
stunning save from Joshua King at close
range. —AFP

BURNLEY: Ashley Barnes struck a 94th-minute win-
ner as Burnley withstood a stirring second-half
fightback by Crystal Palace to claim a breathless 3-
2 victory yesterday.

Sam Vokes’s second-minute strike and a long-
range Johann Berg Gudmundsson effort put Sean
Dyche’s Burnley two goals to the good at half-time.
Substitute Connor Wickham and Christian Benteke,
with an 81st-minute penalty, hauled Palace level,
only for Barnes to pop up and condemn Alan
Pardew’s men to a fourth successive Premier
League defeat. Burnley, who are unbeaten in three
games, leapt up to ninth place, while Palace fell
two places to 15th, although they remain four
points clear of the relegation zone.

Palace’s hopes of ending a run of 15 league
games without a clean sheet evaporated within 78
seconds of kick-off at Turf Moor.

After picking out Gudmundsson on the Burnley
left, Matt Lowton drove into the area to meet the
Iceland winger’s cut-back with a low shot. Scott
Dann got back to block the Burnley full-back’s shot,
but succeeded only in clearing the ball against the
back of goalkeeper Steve Mandanda’s head, gifting
Vokes a tap-in.

With interim England manager Gareth
Southgate in attendance, Burnley goalkeeper Tom
Heaton was looking to build on his bravura per-

formance in last weekend’s 0-0 draw at Manchester
United, when he made 11 saves.

He saved from Jason Puncheon and Wilfried
Zaha before misfortune misfell his opposite num-
ber once again in the 14th minute. Teed up by
Vokes, Gudmundsson took aim from 25 yards with
a shot that Mandanda allowed to squirm beneath
him. Burnley resumed their assault on the visitors’
goal in the second half, Mandanda producing a

double-save to thwart Vokes. Pardew turned to the
bench shortly before the hour, with Wickham and
Zeki Fryers coming on, and the changes yielded
immediate dividends as Wickham swept home
Zaha’s right-wing cross. With Zaha leading the
charge, Palace penned Burnley back and drew level
when Benteke sent Heaton the wrong way from
the penalty spot after Lowton handled Andros
Townsend’s cross. —AFP

Last-gasp Barnes crushes 
Crystal Palace fightback

Burnley 3

Crystal Palace 2

BURNLEY: Burnley’s Johann Berg Gudmundsson, left, and Crystal Palace’s James McArthur dur-
ing their English Premier League soccer match at Turf Moor, Burnley, England, yesterday. —AP

Jermain Defoe ends 
Sunderland woe

Bournemouth 1 

Sunderland 2

LONDON: West Ham continued its
unstable start to life at the London
Stadium as Stoke came from behind to
earn a 1-1 draw in the Premier League
yesterday.

Crowd trouble has marred the club’s
move to the 2012 Olympic venue, but it
was on-field problems that left home
fans frustrated this time. Extra security
measures contained any drama off the
field, but the visitors’ resilience ensured
it wasn’t a perfect afternoon for West
Ham. Michail Antonio looked to have
set Slaven Bilic’s side on its way to vic-
tory as he headed Dimitri Payet’s cross
in the 65th, with the ball hitting Stoke’s
Glenn Whelan before going into the
net.

But a goalkeeping error from Adrian
allowed Stoke back into the game just
10 minutes later. The West Ham stop-
per came needlessly charging off his
line, allowing Jonathan Walters to cen-
ter for Bojan Krkic to volley into an
empty net.

In a f irst  half  almost completely
devoid of goalmouth action, West Ham
came closest as Angelo Ogbonna’s
header from Payet’s corner was well
saved by Lee Grant, before Payet came
close with a free kick on the stroke of
halftime.

Stoke could be forgiven for its limit-
ed production in attack, with chief cre-
ators Marko Arnautovic and Xherdan
Shaqiri absent through suspension and
injury.

Bilic pushed Antonio into a more
advanced position as he introduced
Edimilson Fernandes and Ashley
Fletcher and was rewarded just three
minutes later  as  Payet  picked out
Antonio.

Mark Hughes responded by intro-
ducing Peter Crouch and Bojan and it
took the Spanish forward just four min-
utes to make an impact, as his neat fin-
ish claimed a point for his side.

The result saw both sides climb one
position in the Premier League, with
West Ham now 16th and Stoke 11th
after winning its previous three league
games. Both sides could drop lower
depending today’s results. — AP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

English Premier League

Arsenal v Hotspur 15:00 
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Liverpool v Watford 17:15
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Hull City v Southampton 17:15 
beIN SPORTS 
Swansea City V Man’ United 18:00
beIN SPORTS 7 HD
Leicester City v Albion 19:30  
beIN SPORTS 2 HD

Spanish League Primera
Real Madrid v Leganes 14:00
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Espanyol v Bilbao 18:15 
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Vigo v Valencia 18:15 
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Villarreal v Real Betis 20:30 
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Sevilla v Barcelona 22:45 
beIN SPORTS 3 HD

Italian Calcio League
Pescara v Empoli 14:30 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Chievo Verona v Juventus 17:00 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Genoa v Udinese Calcio 17:00 
beIN SPORTS 12 HD EN
Milan v Barbera 17:00
beIN SPORTS 9 HD
Sassuolo Calcio v Atalanta 17:00
beIN SPORTS
Fiorentina v Sampdoria 20:00 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Inter Milano v Crotone 20:00 
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Roma v Bologna 22:45
beIN SPORTS 4 HD

German Bundesliga
Leipzig v FSV Mainz 17:30 
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Schalke v Werder Bremen 19:30 
beIN SPORTS 5 HD

French League
Caen v OGC Nice 17:00 
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Metz v Saint Etienne 19:00 
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Paris Saint v Stade Rennes 22:45
beIN SPORTS 6 HD

West Ham 1

Stoke City 1

West Ham frustrated
at home after

draw with Stoke
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MANCHESTER: Middlesbrough’s Spanish midfielder Adama Traore (L) and Manchester City’s Spanish midfielder David Silva (R) go up for a header during the English Premier League football match between Manchester City and
Middlesbrough at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester, north west England, yesterday. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Marten De Roon’s dramatic stoppage-
time header cancelled out Sergio Aguero’s first-half goal
and earned Middlesbrough a point with a 1-1 draw at
Manchester City yesterday.

Aguero touched in his 150th City goal from Kevin De
Bruyne’s low cross to cap a dominant first-half perform-
ance from Pep Guardiola’s side. But they could not
match it in the second, despite creating several good
chances, and were caught late on as Dutch midfielder
De Roon powered in George Friend’s cross for his first
goal since joining Boro from Atalanta for £12m (14m
euros, $15.5m) in the summer.

The point was enough for City to go a point clear of
Arsenal and Liverpool, who both play today, whilst
Chelsea could go top late if they beat Everton. 

It secured a terrific result for Aitor Karanka’s side, but
was desperately disappointing for Guardiola, four days
after his side had produced an outstanding perform-
ance to defeat Barcelona in the Champions League.

Guardiola decided to give centre-back Nicolas
Otamendi and winger Raheem Sterling a rest after a
hectic recent schedule, while Claudio Bravo returned in
goal, having been suspended for the midweek win over
Barcelona.

There was no place in the squad, though, for Yaya
Toure, despite his apology for criticism aimed at the
manager by his agent Dimitri Seluk.

City dominated the opening half, but had to be
patient in the face of some resolute defending and
inspired goalkeeping by Victor Valdes.

The former Manchester United keeper, returning to
the city for the first time since leaving Old Trafford,

made a series of excellent stops.
Having held a fierce rising 20-yard effort from

Aleksandar Kolarov, he then dived to his right to beat
the ball away moments later as Aguero danced through
the visitors’ defence.

Valdes reacted brilliantly after that when David Silva
turned Jesus Navas’ low deflected cross towards goal at
the near post, and was off his line bravely to smother -
taking a bang to the thigh in the process - as the former
Sevilla winger tried to connect with Fernandinho’s diag-
onal through ball.

Amid those saves, Valdes saw De Bruyne roll a shot
just beyond his far post, and Aguero narrowly fail to
connect with a John Stones flick from a Silva corner.

But he could do nothing two minutes before half-
time as Aguero nipped in between two defenders for
the opening goal. Navas nearly added a second with
the last kick of the half, as his rising drive hit the outside
of the near post. Middlesbrough, who lacked any kind
of attacking intent in the first half, began the second

more positively. Their former City striker Alvaro Negredo
almost equalised with an outrageous lob from the
halfway line, but the ball was tipped over by a
backpedalling Bravo, who then dashed from his line
moments later to block at the feet of Adam Forshaw.

Guardiola’s team battled to reassert themselves,
without regaining their first-half levels of superiority.
The impressive Ilkay Gundogan bounced a shot wide
from the edge of the penalty area after a De Bruyne ball
from the left had bobbled into his path, while Aguero
headed over from the Belgian’s cross.

There were still nervous moments for Guardiola, as
Stewart Downing drove a shot wide from out on the left
after Fernandinho had lost the ball in midfield to allow a
Middlesbrough break.

City could have made sure of victory, with Aguero
missing a good chance to make certain of victory has he
floated a shot wide from a Navas pull-back, and De
Bruyne blazing over after Valdes had failed to gather a
long cross on the edge of his penalty area. — AFP

De Roon ruins City’s day with late equaliser

Manchester City 1

Middlesbrough 1

PARIS: Britain’s Andy Murray became the
new world number one yesterday after
Milos Raonic withdrew from their Paris
Masters semi-final because of injury. The
walkover will see Murray, 29, move to the
top of the rankings for the first time in
his career after replacing long-time
incumbent Novak Djokovic.

The Scot’s climb to the ATP rankings’
summit caps a remarkable year which
has seen him win a second Wimbledon
crown and mount a successful defence of
his Olympic title in Rio.

“I think that’s the most satisfying
thing, really. It’s been such a difficult
thing to do during my career because of
how good the guys around me have
been, the guys ahead of me,” said Murray.

“Obviously it’s unfortunate the way
that it happened today. I would have
liked to have done it on the court, but it’s
been many years of work to get here.

“I never thought I’d be No. 1 in the
world and never imagined that was
something that was going to happen.”
Murray had needed to reach the final to
supplant Djokovic at the top following
the Serb’s defeat to Marin Cilic in the last
eight.

But he didn’t need to hit a single ball
as Raonic announced his withdrawal in a
hastily-arranged press conference.

Raonic said he had suffered a muscle
tear in his right leg in his previous match,
sending Murray through to face John
Isner in Sunday’s final.

“This morning I had trouble waking
up and getting out of bed,” said Raonic,
who hurt himself in Friday’s quarter-final

win over Jo-Wilfried Tsonga. 
“I had some tests and an MRI half an

hour ago and they found that I have a
tear, Grade 1 tear in the right quad.
“Unfortunately, I’m not able to compete
against Andy today in the second semi-
final.”

DJOKOVIC RESPECT 
Murray will be confirmed as the new

number one-the 26th different player in
history to hold top spot-when the latest
rankings are released tomorrow. He is
the oldest first-time number one since
30-year-old John Newcombe of Australia
in June 1974.

Djokovic, whose 122-week reign at
the top is set to come to an end, praised
Murray’s remarkable rise which coincid-
ed with a tumultuous second half of the
year for the Serb.

“He’s definitely a player who deserves
that. Undoubtedly much respect for
what he has done,” said Djokovic. 

“To see how he has raised his level in
the last 12 months is quite extraordi-
nary.”

Murray will meet Isner as he targets a
maiden Paris Masters title after the big-
serving American toppled Cilic 6-4, 6-3 in
the first semi-final.

Isner, who also reached the last four
in 2011, broke the ninth seed at 4-all
before serving out for the first set. Cilic
sealed his place at the Tour Finals in
London this week and then snapped a
14-match losing run against Djokovic,
but the Croat couldn’t maintain that lev-
el against Isner.  — AFP

Murray crowned number 

one after Raonic injury

LONDON: Chelsea went top of the Premier
League after a brilliant 5-0 win over Everton
yesterday gave them the biggest victory of
Antonio Conte’s managerial tenure so far.
Eden Hazard put in his best performance of
the new era, scoring twice in an exceptional
individual  per formance,  with Marcos
Alonso, Diego Costa and Pedro Rodriguez
also on target.

Everton, sixth in the table, never looked
capable of coping with Chelsea and collapsed
under the weight of the home side’s repeated
attacks.  Chelsea currently look a world away
from the problems of last season and this was
the fourth awkward-looking game in a row in
which they have made things look all too
easy.

It helped greatly that they claimed an early
lead for the fourth successive game, too, even
if this performance was slightly more sluggish
than the previous three in that respect.

Against Leicester City, it took seven min-
utes for them to score; against Manchester
United, it was one; against Southampton it
was six, and here it was 19.

Hazard struck in a manner that has become
increasingly familiar since the start of the sea-
son, cutting in from the left wing and hitting a
low, bouncing shot that caught goalkeeper
Maarten Stekelenburg unsighted.  There was a
possibility that Pedro was offside, but the goal

was allowed to stand.
Chelsea wasted no time extending their

advantage, with just 24 seconds of playing
time elapsing between their first and second
goals.  Conte halted an Everton counter-
attack in its tracks and after brilliantly wrig-
gling between two players, Hazard played the
ball through to Pedro on the right.

The winger looked to square the ball to
Costa, but with the pass arriving slightly
behind the striker, the oncoming Alonso
roared at him to get out of the way and thun-
dered a shot between Stekelenburg’s legs.

KOEMAN REJIGS 
It was the Spanish wing-back’s first Chelsea

goal following his close-season switch from
Fiorentina.

Ever ton manager Ronald Koeman’s
attempt to mirror Conte’s new three-man
defence had clearly failed and it took him
just 36 minutes to abandon it.  Bryan Oviedo
was hauled off for Kevin Mirallas, although it
did not actually help. Chelsea continued
their onslaught.  Victor Moses smashed the
post with a brilliantly hit shot on the half-
volley, before Costa made it 3-0. Nemanja
Matic flicked on Hazard’s corner on 43 min-
utes and the striker slammed home at the
back post.  The best was still to come, how-
ever, as Chelsea’s best player moved onto
another level.

On 56 minutes, Hazard surged forward
down the right touchline and flicked the ball
to Pedro, who sent it back to him with a won-
derfully deft back-heel.  The Belgian homed in
on goal, before accurately driving the ball
past Stekelenburg with his left foot.

It was his seventh goal in 11 league games,

marking his best start to a season since mov-
ing to Stamford Bridge from Lille in 2012.
Chelsea then went on to complete their best
result of the season so far as Pedro got the
goal his performance deserved by volleying in
from close range after Stekelenburg had
thwarted Hazard.

It marked an impressive escalation in
results, with Chelsea having won their last
three home games 3-0, 4-0 and now 5-0.

Conte brought on John Terry at the end
and it was a measure of the hosts’ domi-
nance-and Everton’s haplessness-that even
the veteran centre-back was able to join in
with their attacks. — AFP

Hazard shreds Everton 

to fire Chelsea top

Chelsea 5 

Everton 0 

LONDON: Chelsea’s Belgian midfielder Eden
Hazard runs with the ball during the English
Premier League football match between
Chelsea and Everton at Stamford Bridge in
London yesterday. — AFP
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KUWAIT: Commercial Bank of Kuwait
announced net profit of KD 27.5 million
for the nine months period of 2016
compared to KD 25.4 million of the
same period last year, a growth of 8.2
percent. The fee income witnessed a
year-on-year growth of 8.8 percent, for-
eign exchange income 61 percent and
investment portfolio income 31.3 per-
cent. The Bank continues to maintain
solid level of operating profit before
provision amounting to KD 74.5 million
compared to KD 74.0 million for the
same period last year.

Commenting on the Bank’s financial
results, the Bank’s spokesman Yacoub
Al-Ebrahim said, Commercial Bank’s
total assets at the end of September
2016 reached KD 4,047 mil l ion
(September 2015: KD 4,035 million). The
Banks’ capital adequacy ratio at the end
of September 2016 at 16.86 percent is
higher than the minimum 13.5 percent
required by the Central Bank of Kuwait,
and leverage ratio at 10.6 percent is
more than three times higher than the
minimum requirement of three percent.

Al-Ebrahim further added that the
Bank continues to maintain a lower NPL
ratio which reached 0.91 percent at the

end of September 2016, one of the best
ratios in Kuwait banking system with
available provisioning coverage of 658.8
percent.

Al-Ebrahim concluded his statement
by referring to the Bank’s solid perform-
ance which was recognized by the
International rating agencies in their
recently published credit opinion. This
was obviously reflected by Fitch Ratings
upgrading the Viability Ratings (VR) of
the Bank to ‘bb’ (from ‘bb-’) owing to its
improving financial profile following
the successful execution of strategic
objectives, business reorganization and
expected improvement in earnings and
adequate capitalization.  Similarly,
Moody’s in their recently published
report stated that the Bank has made
significant progress in cleaning its book
of the accumulated problem loans,
drastically cutting its non-performing
loans-to-gross loans ratio along with
highlighting the Bank ’s  success in
building up substantial  provisions
against potential losses. Moody’s report
fur ther stated that pre -provision
income stood at 2.5 percent of average
total assets is slightly above the system
average.

Tijari reports net profit of KD 27.5m 

Commercial Bank registers 8.2% jump in profit for 9 months of 2016

Yacoub Al-Ebrahim

WASHINGTON: The US economy is lifting job growth and
wages but not voters’ spirits. Americans are choosing a presi-
dent against a backdrop of slow but steady growth that has
managed to restore the economy from the crushing setback
of the Great Recession. The government’s October jobs report ,
released Friday, showed that hiring remains solid, with 161,000
jobs added. The unemployment rate is a low 4.9 percent.

Yet the recovery, the slowest since World War II, has left
many Americans feeling left behind, especially those who lack
high skills or education or who live outside major population
centers.

“The (typical) US household is in a much better spot than
they were eight years ago,” said Mark Zandi, chief economist
at Moody’s Analytics. “But it hasn’t been a great decade for
anyone either. You’ve still got a big chunk of the population
who feels this hasn’t worked for them.”

The economy’s weak spots are a top concern for a majority
of voters, who say the U.S. economy is in poor shape, accord-
ing to an Associated Press-GfK poll. At the same time, they say
their own personal finances are good. Fifty-three percent of
voters say the economy is “poor,” while 46 percent say “good,”
according to the poll, conducted Oct. 20-24. Yet 65 percent
say their own finances are good, versus 34 percent who rate
them poor.

Seventy-three percent of Hillary Clinton supporters say
that the economy is good; just 16 percent of Donald Trump
supporters say so.

And while 60 percent of whites say the economy is poor,
60 percent of nonwhites call it good. Yet whites and non-
whites are about equally likely to say their own personal
finances are good.

Consider 73-year-old Charles Muller, who lives outside
Trenton, New Jersey, and describes his personal finances as
fine. He has a pension from 26 years as a state employee and
receives Social Security.

But the broader economy seems fairly weak to Muller. A
friend was laid off during the recession, then earned a teach-
ing certificate, and yet still can’t find a full-time teaching job.
And a friend’s daughter who recently graduated from college
is stuck as an assistant manager of a dollar store.

“I know a lot of people who are struggling and have been
unable to find jobs commensurate with their education lev-
els,” Muller said. He is supporting Trump, though he sees the
major presidential nominees as “the two worst candidates I’ve
ever been given a choice of.”

Here’s a snapshot of the US economy of the eve of the
elections:

SLOWER BUT STILL-SOLID HIRING
The job market has proved itself resilient. Employers have

added an average of 181,000 jobs a month this year. That’s
down from last year’s robust 229,000 average. But it’s nearly
double the monthly pace needed to lower the unemploy-
ment rate over time. The number of people seeking unem-
ployment benefits is near a 40-year low - evidence that layoffs
are scarce and most Americans are enjoying strong job securi-
ty. Blake Zalcberg, president of OFM, a furniture manufacturer
in Raleigh, North Carolina, hopes to add nine employees to
his 58-person company, including graphic artists, photogra-
phers and sales staff. He expects sales to grow by a third next
year.

“It’s a fairly robust furniture market,” he said.

PAY FINALLY ACCELERATING
With the unemployment rate down to 4.9 percent from a

peak of 10 percent in 2009, businesses have been forced to
compete harder for new employees. That’s giving workers
more bargaining power when they seek new jobs and finally
boosting pay. Average hourly wages grew 2.8 percent in
October from a year earlier - the fastest 12-month pace in sev-
en years. Still, historically speaking, that’s not great. Wages
typically rise at about 3.5 percent each year in a healthy econ-
omy.

CAUTIOUS CONSUMERS
Steady hiring and modest pay increases have emboldened

more Americans to buy high-cost items like new cars. Auto
sales are running near last year’s record pace of more than 17
million vehicles. Yet caution still reigns: Americans’ spending
grew just 2.1 percent in the July-August quarter, down from a
much healthier 4.3 percent in the previous three months.

HOUSING HAS NEARLY RECOVERED
The bursting of the last decade’s housing bubble wiped

out trillions in household wealth, cost more than 5 million
Americans their homes and triggered the Great Recession. Yet
the home market has mostly recovered, with nationwide
average purchase prices just 7 percent below their 2006
peaks. Greater home values have helped many families
recoup some of their lost wealth. Sales of existing homes have

plateaued this year at a nearly healthy level of about 5.4 mil-
lion.

Doug Duncan, chief economist at Fannie Mae, foresees
sales growth slowing next year. But younger Americans are
increasingly likely to buy homes, suggesting that millennials
are tiring of living in apartments - or in their parents’ base-
ments- and are starting to move out.

BUSINESSES HOLDING BACK
Companies with optimistic outlooks typically spend more

on computers, machinery and other equipment to keep up
with demand. Instead, in recent months the opposite has
happened: Business investment in new equipment has fallen
for four straight quarters. Some of that pullback occurred
because oil drillers slashed spending on steel pipe and other
gear in response to sharply lower oil prices. But many compa-
nies are also likely holding off on new spending until after the
election, when potential economic policy changes will be
clearer.

WEAK WORKER PRODUCTIVITY
The US economy has failed to grow much more efficient.

Since the recession began in 2007, productivity - or output
per hour of work - has grown at less than one-third the annual
pace it did from 2000 through 2007. Rising productivity is
vital to raising living standards, because it enables companies
to raise pay without raising prices.

Economists blame a range of factors for the slowdown:
Americans are starting fewer new companies, which tend to
be quicker to adopt new technologies. And weaker invest-
ment in roads, ports and other infrastructure has slowed ship-
ping and commuting times.

MANY STILL LEFT BEHIND
Millions of Americans haven’t benefited from the consis-

tent hiring of the past several years. Middle-income jobs in
manufacturing and office work were permanently lost in the
recession and have been replaced by lower-paying work in
retail and fast food. Many of the unemployed have given up
looking for work and are no longer counted as unemployed.

Nicholas Eberstadt, author of a new book, “Men Without
Work,” notes that this has been a long-term phenomenon. For
every unemployed man ages 25 through 54, three others are
neither working nor looking for work. That ratio has doubled
since 1990. —  AP

Americans go to the polls against 

backdrop of an uneven economy 

KUWAIT: The number of loans issued by Kuwait
Credit Bank (KCB) has amounted to 651 worth of KD
26 million disbursed in October and KD 21.8 million
to be paid in the future, KCB latest statistics showed
yesterday. These financial advances include real
estate, women, portfolio loans as well as grants. The
statistics indicated that 42 loans were approved to
build private housing units: KD 2.1 million was paid
and KD 2.5 million will be spent.

It added that 135 loans were also issued to build
government housing units:  KD 14.4 million was dis-
bursed and KD 9.2 million will be paid. It also said
that 65 loans were allocated to buying houses: KD
2.8 million for past purchases and KD 4.3 million for
future purchases. Expansion and renovation for pri-
vate residence have been assigned 12 loans: KD
255,800 was paid and KD 285,500 to be paid.

Expansion and renovation for government resi-
dence included 142 loans: KD 4.3 million paid and
KD 3.5 million to be spent. Two loans were
approved to finance concrete houses: KD 25,000
was paid and KD 15,000 to be paid. Loans for peo-
ple with disabilities amounted to 223 with KD 1.9
million paid and KD 1.9 million to be paid.

Portfolio loans, meanwhile, reached 24 with KD
283,400 that was spent and KD 218,300 which will
be paid. Kuwait Credit Bank (KCB) is a financial insti-
tution wholly owned by the  State of Kuwait, spe-
cialized in granting social loans and mortgages to
Kuwaiti citizens. The objective has been to provide a
convenient and simplified automated loan applica-
tion process for citizens.  — KUNA

KCB issued

KD 47.8m worth

of loans: Data
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Working in Kuwait has always been an
attractive choice for locals and foreigners
hailing in from various parts of the Middle

East and North Africa (MENA) as well as from around
the globe. The country is bustling with expatriates
who work in nearly every sector and at every level.
Though very small and heavily dependent on oil,
the economy of Kuwait has been knowingly strong
and growing. Kuwait continues to provide many
kinds of promising jobs and lucrative employment
opportunities for the entire MENA region. 

That being said, with the increasing competition
and the proliferation of highly-educated and skilled
Kuwaiti talent, foreigners seeking a job in Kuwait
today truly need to differentiate themselves and
stand out from the large pool of applicants. 

Here are some tips from Bayt.com, the #1 Job
Site in the Middle East, to help you find a job in
Kuwait as a foreigner:

1. Create a professional CV
When looking for jobs in Kuwait from a different

country, online job sites are your best resort. By cre-
ating or uploading your CV on Bayt.com, you will
instantly have the exposure to job opportunities in

Kuwait and across the MENA. Your CV on Bayt.com
allows employers in Kuwait to contact you directly.
Make sure to include the most relevant keywords in
your CV addressing the particular requirements list-
ed in the job description. 

Additionally, you can do a quick search using the
Bayt.com Career Map to obtain detailed information
about the skills that are most sought after by
employers in Kuwait for various roles and industries.
See which of these skills you have to offer and high-
light them in your CV. Remember that you can cre-
ate multiple CVs when applying to unrelated posi-
tions. Different roles emphasize certain skill sets and
competencies over others and your CV must show
that you are capable of getting the job done under
any circumstance.

2. Apply to hundreds of jobs online
Every day, hundreds of new job openings in

Kuwait are available on Bayt.com. These jobs are
categorized according to the job role, sector, and

company name. You can also search for top compa-
nies in Kuwait and follow their pages on Bayt.com.
Doing so will allow you to learn more about the
company, their job vacancies, company culture, and
all of their latest news and updates. Learning more
about the company can give you the competitive
edge in your application process. Check the job
postings on Bayt.com frequently and apply sooner
than later to show the employer that you are highly
efficient and committed to the job.

3. Create an online public profile
In addition to uploading and submitting your CV,

Bayt.com helps you create a unique Public Profile
where you can show potential employers in Kuwait
what you’re really good at. 92 percent of respon-
dents in the Bayt.com ‘Personal Branding in the
Middle East and North Africa’ poll, September 2013,
said that a public profile can help you get more
interviews and grow in your career. Make sure to
enrich your profile with relevant details about your

work experience and career objectives and specify-
ing why you aim to work in Kuwait. Employers are
able to view your public profile on Bayt.com and
contact you even for vacancies that have not been
advertised yet. 

4. Grow your network
Networking is one of the most effective ways to

build and promote your personal brand and find
more job opportunities in your destination of
choice. Make sure to connect with like-minded pro-
fessionals in relevant online groups and profession-
al platforms such as Bayt.com Specialties in order to
gain a competitive edge and get noticed by top
employers. This platform allows you to showcase
your expertise by asking questions, providing
answers, and engaging in discussions. 

Hiring a foreigner is always a big step for any
company even in Kuwait. Therefore, companies are
interested in learning as much as possible about the
candidate before moving forward with them.
Employers in Kuwait will look beyond the CV in
order to truly understand you, as the job candidate,
so they can make the most informed and confident
hiring decision and then bring you aboard.

How to find a job in Kuwait as a foreigner

EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.940
Indian Rupees 4.552
Pakistani Rupees 2.896
Srilankan Rupees 2.048
Nepali Rupees 2.847
Singapore Dollar 220.470
Hongkong Dollar 39.088
Bangladesh Taka 3.859
Philippine Peso 6.269
Thai Baht 8.688

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.894
Qatari Riyal 83.317
ani Riyal 787.812
Bahraini Dinar 805.500
UAE Dirham 82.580

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 25.000
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 22.724
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.218
Tunisian Dinar 136.250
Jordanian Dinar 427.240
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.021
Syrian Lira 2.0162
Morocco Dirham 31.253

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.150
Euro 339.830
Sterling Pound 381.360
Canadian dollar 227.500
Turkish lira 97.790

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Swiss Franc 315.120
Australian Dollar 234.330
US Dollar Buying 301.950

GOLD
20 Gram 263.30
10 Gram 134.57
5 Gram 68.13

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 304.400
Canadian Dolla 227.010
Sterling Pound 374.860
Euro 338.120
Swiss Frank 295.450
Bahrain Dinar 802.060
UAE Dirhams 82.835
Qatari Riyals 84.050
Saudi Riyals 81.630
Jordanian Dinar 427.520
Egyptian Pound 34.069
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.046
Indian Rupees 4.545
Pakistani Rupees 2.890
Bangladesh Taka 3.859
Philippines Pesso 6.263
Cyprus pound 159.910
Japanese Yen 3.945
Syrian Pound 2.420
Nepalese Rupees 3.830
Malaysian Ringgit 73.345
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.235
Thai Bhat 9.655
Turkish Lira 97.735

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.373575 0.383575
Czech Korune 0.004482 0.016482
Danish Krone 0.041285 0.046285
Euro 0.0333321 0.342321
Norwegian Krone 0.033119 0.038319
Romanian Leu 0.084014 0.084014
Slovakia 0.009041 0.019041
Swedish Krona 0.029858 0.034858
Swiss Franc 0.307095 0.318095
Turkish Lira 0.092080 0.102380

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.224887 0.236887
New Zealand Dollar 0.216301 0.225801

America
Canadian Dollar 0.221048 0.230046
Georgina Lari 0.136917 0.136917
US Dollars 0.299050 0.303750
US Dollars Mint 0.299550 0.303750

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003371 0.003955
Chinese Yuan 0.043374 0.046874
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037001 0.039751
Indian Rupee 0.004161 0.004550
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025

Japanese Yen 0.002862 0.003042
Kenyan Shilling 0.003118 0.003118
Korean Won 0.000255 0.000270
Malaysian Ringgit 0.068704 0.074704
Nepalese Rupee 0.002813 0.002983
Pakistan Rupee 0.002689 0.002979
Philippine Peso 0.006136 0.006436
Sierra Leone 0.000067 0.000073
Singapore Dollar 0.213834 0.223834
South African Rand 0.016529 0.025029
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001645 0.002225
Taiwan 0.009514 0.009694
Thai Baht 0.008341 0.008891

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.797542 0.806042
Egyptian Pound 0.017423 0.024676
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000186 0.000248
Jordanian Dinar 0.423420 0.432420
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000146 0.000246
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019837 0.043837
Nigerian Naira 0.001251 0.001886
Omani Riyal 0.780982 0.786662
Qatar Riyal 0.082456 0.083906
Saudi Riyal 0.079953 0.081053
Syrian Pound 0.001285 0.001505
Tunisian Dinar 0.132321 0.140321
Turkish Lira 0.092080 0.102380
UAE Dirhams 0.081111 0.082811
Yemeni Riyal 0.001370 0.001450

NBK ECONOMIC REPORT

Bayt.com weekly report

KHARTOUM: The Central Bank of Sudan
is offering Sudanese living abroad incen-
tives to attract their foreign currency into
the Sudanese banking system to alleviate
the country’s foreign currency crunch.

The central bank, which has been
keeping the Sudanese pound artificially
strong at 6.4 per dollar, is now buying
dollars from Sudanese living abroad for
around 16 per dollar, close to the parallel
market rate. “The value of the incentive
reached 128 percent of the value of the
dollar in the banking system,” Hazem
Abdul-Qadir,  Sudan’s Central Bank
spokesman, told Reuters yesterday.

“We hope, through these measures, to
attract the savings of workers abroad and
providing more foreign currency

resources to the banks to fund imports
for private companies,” he added.

The spokesman said that there is no
intention to float the pound, but that the
move is meant to close the gap between
the official and unofficial rate of the dol-
lar to attract savings from Sudanese
expatriates. The central bank does not
have a value for the Sudanese expatriates’
remittances as transactions are carried
out outside the banking system. Prices
soared in Sudan after South Sudan seced-
ed in 2011, taking with it three-quarters
of the country’s oil output, the main
source of foreign currency used to sup-
port the Sudanese pound and to pay for
food and other imports. Inflation reached
18.32 percent in September. — Reuters

Sudan offers its citizens 

abroad incentive to 

sell dollars to banks

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s projects market maintained
its relatively healthy momentum in the third
quarter of 2016, with the government commit-
ted to implementing its development plan even
as lower oil prices continue to dampen state oil
earnings. According to MEED Projects, Kuwait
awarded KD 1.0 billion ($3.4 billion) in contracts
in 3Q16, an increase of KD 129 million (14.8 per-
cent) over the previous quarter. This brings the
total value of contracts awarded so far this year
to KD 3.6 billion ($12.0 billion), roughly KD 1.5
billion ($4.8 billion), or 42 percent, of which are
oil and gas contracts. With another KD 2.3 billion
($7.7 billion) expected before year-end, 2016
should be another stellar year in terms of con-
tract awards. Last year saw almost KD 10.0 billion
($33.2 billion) in contracts signed.   

By the end of September, the total value of
Kuwait’s projects market (active and planned)
stood at KD 75.1 billion ($247 billion), up 0.8 per-
cent year-to-date.

Looking ahead to 2017, the total value of
awarded projects is expected to increase to KD
11.5 billion ($38.1 billion). In spite of the chal-
lenges facing Kuwait’s project market-mainly
lower oil earnings and sub-optimal levels of for-
eign direct investment (FDI)-capital for projects
is not in short supply thanks to the govern-
ment’s commitment to rolling out its infrastruc-
ture development plan. Moreover, a central
plank of the plan is the participation of the pri-
vate sector through at least eight public private
partnerships (PPP).

Below is a breakdown of major project devel-
opments by sector. 

Oil & gas
After softening in 2Q16, project awards in the

oil and gas sector were boosted in 3Q16 by
Kuwait Oil Company’s (KOC) signing of the
remaining two packages (Packages 1 & 2) of the
Jurassic Non-Associated Gas Reserves project:

the West and East Raudhatain fields. Local com-
pany Spetco International Petroleum Company
was awarded the contract for the west field
while US firm Schlumberger secured the con-
tract for the east field. The two packages togeth-
er are worth around KD 228 million ($758 mil-
lion). Schlumberger had already won the con-
tract to develop the Sabriyah and Umm Niqa
fields (Package 3) earlier in the year for KD 144
million ($480 million). Upstream operator KOC
aims to expand domestic production of natural
gas to 300 million cubic feet per day (cf/d) in
order to keep up with rising domestic consump-
tion. During the same quarter, KOC also awarded
two FEED pipeline projects, one for oil transmis-
sion worth KD 84 million ($280 million) and
another for gas transmission valued at KD 53
million ($177 million). They were awarded to
local firms Combined Group and Arabi Enertech,
respectively.

Construction
After coming in at over KD 301 million ($1 bil-

lion) in the first two quarters of 2016, the value
of awarded projects in the construction sector
fell to KD 63 million ($210 million) in 3Q16.
However, the sector is expected to get a boost in
4Q16 after KIPCO (the Kuwait Projects Company)
awarded its KD 723 million ($2.4 billion) Hessah
Al-Mubarak project to the Ahmadiah
Contracting & Trading Company. The project,
which is situated in Al-Daiya area on the out-
skirts of Kuwait city, will be the country’s first
mixed-used development. It will cover 381,000
sqm and include 82 plots for both residential
and commercial spaces as well as infrastructure
such as roads, parks and walkways. Through its
subsidiaries, KIPCO will be developing 38 plots
of the development scheme. The rest of the proj-
ect will be developed by other parties. 

The project’s infrastructure is expected to be
completed by September of 2017. The first

phase of the project, which will include residen-
tial properties developed by KIPCO’s sub-
sidiaries, should be ready for habitation by 2020.
The rest of the project is due in 2030 or sooner.

Power & water
The value of awarded projects in this sector

came to KD 28 million ($92 million) in 3Q16,
which is the lowest level this year. However,
there are major projects in the pipeline under
the ownership of the Kuwait Authority for
Partnership Projects (KAPP) that should result in
at least KD 2.1 billion ($7.1 billion) in contracts
awarded over 4Q16 and 1Q17.

KAPP had to extend the bid submission dead-
line for three of its projects several times this
year. After the bid submission deadline for its
Umm Al-Hayman Wastewater Treatment Plant
project was extended four times, according to
media reports in early October, a consortium led
by the Commercial Bank of Kuwait agreed to
finance the KD 450 million ($1.5 billion) project.
The bids for the KD 265 million ($880 million)
Kabd Municipal Solid Waste project are currently
under review, with the contract expected to be
awarded by the end of this year. The bid submis-
sion date for the KD 217 million ($720 million)
Al-Abdaliya Integrated Solar Combined Cycle
(ISCC) Power Plant (CSP) has been pushed back
again, to early November of this year; it is now
scheduled to be awarded in the first half of 2017,
according to MEED. Earlier this year, KAPP had
also announced bids for Phase 2 of the Al-Zour
North IWPP, valued at KD 810 million ($2.7 bil-
lion). The project aims to produce 1,800
megawatts (MW) of electricity and 464,100 cubic
meters of desalinated water a day. Three consor-
tiums involving 11 companies submitted their
bids in June. According to MEED Projects, as of
the end of September, the technical bids were
still under evaluation and the commercial bids
were still to be opened.

CAIRO: Hungry for dollars after the central
bank floated the pound on Thursday,
Egyptian banks are offering market rates
for the greenback as they try to build their
reserves before interbank trading begins in
earnest next week. But some bankers
warned that a backlog of demand from
businesses could revive the black market if
the central bank does not inject dollars into
the banking system to help smooth the
transition to a floating currency.

One of the objectives for abandoning
the Egyptian pound’s US dollar peg was to
close a black market for dollars that had
boomed after the central bank imposed
capital controls last year. The pound had
slid to a record low of 18 per dollar on the
unofficial market last Sunday.

“We bought dollars from the banking
system at rates between 14.7 and 16 so it’s
already working ... We closed the deal for
over $1 million and got some of it on
Thursday and the rest we are getting on
Sunday,” said one commodity trader.

“I hope the black market disappears.
There’s no reason for it to continue now
banks are buying at equilibrium prices.”
Egypt allowed its currency to fall from 8.8
to the dollar to about 14.65 in a single day
on Thursday, ditching the peg that had
drained the central bank’s foreign
exchange reserves and forced it to ration
dollar supplies.

On Thursday, banks sold dollars mostly
to businesses, causing confusion among
ordinary customers. Though banks were
open to dollar depositors and sellers over
the Friday-Saturday weekend, no dollars
were on offer to retail clients. The central
bank began Thursday’s dramatic move by
devaluing the pound to 13 per dollar
before allowing it to slide further in a $100

million sale and ditching the peg.
Banks will begin freely trading currency

on the interbank system from today. Some
bankers were disappointed the central
bank had not flooded the system with hard
currency to help stabilise the pound in the
early weeks of trade, saying the black mar-
ket will return if banks are unable to meet
pent-up demand from businesses.

Black market traders said they were
offering dollars on Friday for 16.75-16.95
pounds and buying for 16.25-16.30, though
volumes were low. “If the central bank
didn’t inject enough dollars for the banks
to start selling at a higher rate, like in the
20s even, then the black market will be
back to cover people’s demands,” said
another commodity trader.

“Either way this depends on the IMF
loan because the liquidity of dollars in the
central bank is not enough.” Egypt reached
a preliminary deal with the International
Monetary Fund in August for a $12 billion
loan program, but has yet to win final
approval. The IMF has welcomed the float.
Its Egypt Mission Chief Chris Jarvis said the
loan would go to the board in weeks. Most
bankers and traders interviewed did not
see the black market returning as long as
the central bank resists any temptation to
intervene and lets the market clear via the
banks. Allen Sandeep, head of research at
Naeem Brokerage, said the central bank
had allowed the pound to depreciate to
entice the dollars currently held outside
the banks back into the system. Able to get
twice as much for them on the black mar-
ket, Egyptians refused to sell dollars at the
bank before the float. “It makes sense for
them to keep it weak for now as their only
source for dollars... is people coming in and
depositing.  — Reuters
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KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has announced yes-
terday a net profit of KD 32.8 million for
the first nine months of 2016 compared
to KD 29.6 million earned during the
same period in 2015, an increase of 11
percent.  

Total shareholders’ equity has
increased by 6 percent to KD 561 million
compared to KD 529 million in the year
earlier period while total assets grew by
4 percent to KD 5.621billion.

Credit costs (specific provisions plus
write-offs less recoveries) have declined
by 69 percent to KD 8.2 million in the
first nine months of 2016 compared with
KD 26.1 million over the same period in
2015. This decline indicates a continuous
improvement in the Bank’s loan quality.
The Bank’s total loan reserves on the bal-
ance sheet stood at KD 306 million.  The
Bank’s Capital Adequacy Ratio under
Basel III is at 17.7 percent, which is well
above the regulatory requirement of
14.0 percent. 

Omar Kutayba Alghanim, Gulf Bank’s
Chairman said: “I’m happy to report Gulf
Bank’s strong financial performance and
I am gratified with our ability to continue
to grow and maintain our strong capital
position.  The Bank’s double digit growth
in net profit and strong capital adequacy
ratio are the result of meeting a number
of key strategic objectives and reflect the
Bank’s strategy to deliver innovative,
easy-to-use products, coupled with a
superior customer experience.” 

Elaborating on the results, Alghanim
added: “In Wholesale Banking, the cor-
porate banking suite of products contin-

ues to attract attention. The cash man-
agement systems, online salary process-
ing, and collections systems enable
clients to perform any number of servic-
es quickly and easily. On the Consumer
Banking side, our award-winning Gulf
Rewards credit card loyalty program has
contributed to double-digit growth in
total year-over-year spending.  Four
months into the launch of our ‘Blinking
to Bank’ biometric mobile banking appli-
cation we have seen a significant growth
in the number of customers using
mobile banking over last year.”

During this period, the Bank also
launched a number of improvements to
better accommodate customers with
special needs. Employees in various

branches are now certified to communi-
cate in sign language following the com-
pletion of a four-week training program.
The Bank’s Bayan branch is the first
branch to have a new Automated Teller
Machine (ATM) designed for those who
have special needs. Features include
suitable height for wheelchairs, Braille
Keypad, voice guidance for blind clients,
increased privacy for the users, and
wheelchair accessibility ramps. 

Gulf Bank is rated “A” from the three
leading international credit rating agen-
cies.  The Bank is rated A3 from Moody’s,
A- from Standard & Poor’s, and A+ from
Fitch. These ratings reflect the Bank’s
strict risk standards, along with its
resilient core profitability, and adequacy
of its capital buffers.  These agencies
have also affirmed the Bank’s asset quali-
ty, capitalization, solid revenue-generat-
ing capacity, and sound risk-manage-
ment systems and practices.

Alghanim continued: “I would like to
thank our shareholders and the Board of
Directors for their continued commit-
ment.  Furthermore, I would also like to
thank our valued customers for their
ongoing trust in our products and serv-
ices.  All of this would not be possible
without the hard work of our dedicated
staff; I extend my gratitude and appreci-
ation to the Gulf Bank team for their
service and support in achieving this
progress”. 

Major Social Responsibility
Initiatives

Gulf Bank’s corporate social responsi-

bility (CSR) program is committed to
supporting youth, educational initia-
tives, and promoting our heritage.  In
order to help empower the next genera-
tion, the Bank continued its long-stand-
ing partnership with INJAZ to deliver
entrepreneurial and leadership skills
development programs to high school
and university students.  Volunteers from
the Bank participated in over 50 pro-
grams and helped INJAZ reach over
8,000 students. The Bank was named as
INJAZ’s ‘Financial Literacy Champion’ for
teaching 14 personal finance courses to
over 400 students at public and private
high schools in Kuwait.

In August Gulf Bank was also the lead
sponsor of the ‘28th Memorial Journey
for Pearl Diving’.  The journey is organ-
ized each year by the Committee of the
Marine Heritage of the Kuwait Sea Sport

Club, under the Patronage of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The Pearl
Diving Memorial Journey teaches youth
about the lives our ancestors and helps
to preserve our heritage and traditions.

The Bank was also a lead sponsor of
the Kuwait Pavilion at the 15th
International Architecture Exhibition - La
Biennale di Venezia, which kicked off in
the summer and concludes in November
2016. Kuwait’s participation in the Venice
Biennale was commissioned and organ-
ized by the National Council for Culture,
Arts and Letters (NCCAL) under the
theme of “Reporting from the Front” and
the curators were youth architects from
Kuwait and Bahrain.  In an unprecedent-
ed step, these two curators solicited and
included design and written contribu-
tions from across the Gulf region.  

MARKAZ GCC MARKETS REPORT

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al-Danah daily draws
on 30 October 2016 announcing the names of its
winners for the week of 23 October - 27 October
2016. The Al-Danah daily draws include draws each
and every working day for two prizes of KD 1,000
per winner.  

The winners are: 
(Sunday 23/10):  Mohammed Hajij  Ghadban,

Malak Jassim Mohammed Al-Rushaid
(Monday 24/10): Mudi Abdulaziz Mohammed Al-

Subah, Bader Nasser Abdullah Al-Nasser
(Tuesday 25/10): Saied Taher Reda Rezfi Saied

Abed Hussain, Yousef Hussain Salmeen Ali
( Wednesday 26/10) :  Zainab Yaser  Adel

Kheraibet, Iesa Jasem
( Thursday 27/10): Fajer Fawaz Abdulaziz Al-

Farah, Abdulnaser Kamel Mohammed Al-Amir
Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah 2016 draw lineup includes

dai ly  draws (2 winners  per  work ing day each
receive KD1000). The final Al-Danah draw for KD1
million will be held on 5 January, 2017 whereby the
Al-Danah millionaire will be announced. Open an
Al-Danah account now or deposit more to increase
your chances of winning the millionaire draw! 

Five reasons why the Al-Danah account is the
best:
1) Kuwait’s single biggest yearly cash prize of KD 1
million
2) Kuwait’s biggest quarterly cash prizes, up to
KD500,000 
3) Two winners of KD1,000 every working day
4) The most chances to win
5) Only bank that transfers your chances to win
from year to year

Only Al-Danah makes millionaires. 
Al-Danah also offers a number of unique servic-

es including: the Al-Danah Deposit Only ATM card
which helps account holders deposit their money
at their convenience; as well as the Al-Danah calcu-
lator to help customers calculate their chances of
becoming an Al-Danah winner. 

Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah account is open to Kuwaiti
and non-Kuwaiti residents of Kuwait. Customers
who open an account and/ or deposit more will
enter the draw within two days. 

To take part in the Al-Danah 2016 upcoming
quarterly and yearly draws, customers must have
an Al-Danah account containing at least KD 200;
customers can visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56 branch-
es, transfer on line, or call the Customer Contact
Center on 1805805 for assistance and guidance. 

Gulf Bank announces 
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Gulf Bank reports 11% increase in net profit

Total assets at KD 5.621B, total shareholders’ equity increased 6% to KD 561m

Gulf Bank Chairman Omar Kutayba
Alghanim 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House Turkey (KFH-
Turkey) has issued a five-year Sukuk worth $500
million. The Sukuk issuance has been priced
Yielding 5.136 percent. It has been rated BBB by
Fitch Rating Agency which reflects the robust
financial position of the bank. The Sukuk will be
listed on the Irish Stock Exchange.

“This issue is another milestone for KFH’s
instrumental role in the Sukuk market. It is a con-
tinuation of the series of KFH-Turkey’s successful
issuances that contributed in the growth of the
bank, yet reflected its ability to attract interna-
tional investors. This reiterates the bank’s strong
financial position and healthy expansion plans,”
said KFH-Group CEO Mazin Al-Nahedh.

“KFH-Turkey mandated KFH-Capital as a glob-
al coordinator to arrange the issue in collabora-
tion with regional and global banks. KFH-Capital
played a key role in the successful issuance.
Despite market volatility, KFH-Capital managed
to coordinate with banks and investors to
achieve an optimal pricing for the Sukuk, which
met both the investors and the issuer’s expecta-
tion, and raised the amount needed from the
international markets in a record time,” added Al-
Nahedh.

He further noted that the initial price
thoughts (IPT) of the issuance was set at low 400

bps over the 5 year Mid-Swap. After the IPT’s
were released the issuance drew great interest
from international investors, garnering orders
from around 120 accounts. The total demand
rose over 3.8-fold to exceed $1.9 billion. The

issue was finally priced at 385 bps over 5 year
Mid Swap due to strong demand and the strong
order book assisted in achieving the best price
in comparison to other recent Turkish banks
bond issuance. 

It is worth noting that KFH-Turkey paved the
way for the Sukuk market in Turkey when it
issued debut sovereign Sukuk for a Turkish insti-
tution in 2010, followed by the second and third
issues in 2011 and 2014. After the consecutive
achievements, KFH-Turkey issued Sukuk worth
300 million Ringgit with tenure of 5 years as part
of a 2 billion Ringgit Sukuk program in Malaysia
in 2015. Moreover, in September 2016 KFH-
Capital successfully acted as Joint lead manager
& bookrunner for the $500 million issuance of
Sharjah Islamic Bank garnering orders around
$1.6bn, oversubscribed more than 3 times. The
Sukuk carried a maturity of five years and Sukuk
was priced to yield 3.084 per cent. 

Also, KFH-Capital led KFH-Turkey Tier 2 Basel
III compliant capital-boosting Sukuk issue worth
$350 million in February 2016 to strengthen the
bank’s capital adequacy ratio. The Sukuk was set
to yield 7.9 percent for 10NC5 Sukuk. In April
2016, KFH-Capital acted as Joint Lead Manager
and bookrunner in $250m Basel III Compliant
Boubyan Bank Tier II 10NC5 Sukuk. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Financial Centre “Markaz”
recently released its Monthly Market
Research report. In this report, Markaz exam-
ines and analyzes the performance of equity
markets in the MENA region as well as the
global equity markets for the month of
October.  Markaz report stated that MENA
bourses had a mixed October. While Kuwait
Weighted index slightly rose by 0.6 per cent,
Saudi’s TASI index rose 6.9 per cent, followed
by Egypt (5.5 per cent) and Morocco (5.2 per
cent). On the other end of the spectrum,
Oman (4.3 per cent), Dubai (4.1 per cent) and
Abu Dhabi (3.9 per cent) indices witnessed
fall. Saudi Arabian enjoyed their longest win-
ning streak in more than two years, on the
back of investor optimism and improving
outlook for the kingdom’s banks. Saudi
Arabia sold the largest international sover-
eign bond ($17.5bn) in emerging-market his-
tory, which would improve liquidity boost
payments to contractors thereby help
improve expectations regarding non-per-
forming loans. Egyptian markets were
buoyed by the possibility of a $12bn loan
approval from the IMF. Speculation continues
to mount that the central bank would deval-
ue the currency, as the black market and offi-
cial rate diverged to a record discrepancy. The
country’s currency had been tumbling almost
daily on the black market since Saudi Arabia
halted petroleum aid to Egypt this month,
forcing it to spend $500mn for oil products
on the spot market. 

The report added that selling pressure cre-
ated by Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
led to the fall in the Muscat index, while sharp
fall seen in the Dubai index was attributed to
profit booking, due to volatility in the interna-
tional commodities and currency market. In
terms of valuation, P/E of Morocco (18x),
Qatar (14.3x) and Jordan (14.2x) markets were
the premium markets in the MENA region,
while the markets of Egypt (8.5x), Dubai
(8.8x), and Oman (9.3x) were the discount
markets.

Blue Chips also had a mixed month, with
National Commercial Bank (Saudi Arabia) and
Zain (Kuwait) ending the month at the top of
the pile, gaining 33.5% and 16.4%, respec-
tively. Kuwait Projects lagged behind the rest
of the blue chips, falling by 10%, despite an
8% YoY rise in nine-month net profit.
Although third quarter profit fell  by 1.6%,
shares of NCB were buoyed by the expected
easing of liquidity, as the kingdom issued

international bonds to tide over rising deficit.
The bank cited an 18.7% jump in total operat-
ing expenses, caused by higher impairments
on financings and investments for the fall in
net profit. Zain Kuwait’s number of sub-
scribers increased to 2.9mn for the nine
months to 30 September, in a very challeng-
ing period that witnessed intense price com-
petition. The company also reported a better
than expected 12 percent rise in third-quarter
profit.  Qatari telecom operator Ooredoo
reported a 51 percent fall in third-quarter net
profit, as the earnings continued to be affect-
ed by foreign exchange losses and plunging
earnings from Iraq, although a strong domes-
tic performance has helped mitigate the
impact. Emaar Properties reported a 31 per-
cent jump in third-quarter profit, as rising
property sales overcame the wider real estate
market malaise. 

Saudi bond issue 
Saudi Arabia raised $17.5bn in the biggest

ever bond sale from an emerging-market
nation, as the kingdom sought to shore up
finances battered by the slide in oil. The gov-
ernment supposedly sold dollar-denominat-
ed bonds due in five years yielding 135 basis
points more than similar-maturity US
Treasuries, 10-year notes at a spread of 165
basis points and 30-year securities at 210 basis
points. The kingdom raised $5.5 bon in each
of the five- and 10-year bonds, and $6.5bn in
30-year debt. In a bid to improve foreign
investment in capital markets and bring the
Saudi stock market into the global investing
mainstream, the nation’s 175 listed companies
are now required by the Capital Markets
Authority to adopt the International Financial
Reporting Standards (IFRS) from Jan 2017.

Oil Market Review
Brent crude rose to $53.14 per barrel in

the month of October, before falling 9 per-
cent and closing the month at $48.3 per bar-
rel, as the OPEC deal to reduce crude output
faced some obstacles towards the end of the
month. OPEC members Iran and Iraq dis-
agreed with the organization’s data on pro-
duction levels, and have now refused to limit
their crude output. Iraq, the second-largest
producer in the cartel, is reportedly asking for
exemptions from any production limits due
to disruptions caused by the insurgency,
while other members, including Iran, Libya
and Nigeria already have exemptions.
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Mazin Al-Nahedh

OMAHA: Berkshire Hathaway Inc reported
a 24 percent drop in third-quarter profit on
Friday because last year ’s results were
helped by a huge paper gain on the value
of its Kraft Heinz Food Co. stake.

The conglomerate billionaire Warren
Buffett leads posted solid results at most of
the more than 90 companies it owns, post-
ing net income of $7.2 billion, or $4,379 per
Class A share, in the quarter. That’s down
from $9.43 billion, or $5,737 per A share, a
year ago when it recorded a $4.4 billion
after-tax gain from the merger of Kraft and
Heinz. Buffett says operating earnings offer
a better view of quarterly performance
because they exclude investments and
derivatives, which can vary widely. Analysts
generally base their estimates on
Berkshire’s operating earnings, which came
in at $2,951 per Class A share.

The four analysts surveyed by FactSet
expected Berkshire to report operating
earnings per Class A share of $3,021.83.
Revenue at the Omaha, Nebraska-based
company grew slightly to $59.07 billion in
the quarter, up from $58.99 billion last year.

Berkshire officials do not typically com-
ment on the company’s quarterly earnings
reports, and no one from the company
responded to a message from The
Associated Press on Friday.

Berkshire’s BNSF railroad weighed down
the company’s profits because it hauled
less freight, especially coal and crude oil,

Edward Jones analyst Jim Shanahan said.
The railroad generated $1.02 billion net
income, down from $1.16 billion a year ago.

But Berkshire’s profit was helped by the
Precision Castparts and Duracell acquisi-
tions it made early this year, and its moun-
tain of cash grew to nearly $85 billion at
the end of September, up from roughly $73
billion in June.

The record amount of cash Berkshire is
holding will only add to speculation about
what Buffett’s next acquisition might be.
CFRA Research analyst Cathy Seifert noted
acquisitions play a key role in Berkshire’s
growth since many of its subsidiaries tend
to grow at about the same rate as the over-
all economy. “I thought it was a so-so quar-
ter,” Seifert said. “They’re going to have to
continue to do acquisitions to produce
growth.”

Berkshire already owns more than 90
subsidiaries, including clothing, furniture
and jewelry firms. It also has major invest-
ments in such companies as Coca-Cola Co
and Wells Fargo & Co. Berkshire said it held
$22 billion of Wells Fargo stock at the end
of the quarter, so there wasn’t any sign that
Buffett sold off any of Berkshire’s 10 per-
cent stake in the bank after the scandal
related to Wells Fargo’s sales practices.
Berkshire shares have climbed 8.5 percent
since the beginning of the year. They
closed Friday at $214,545, up 4 percent in
the last 12 months. — AP

BERLIN: German Economy Minister Sigmar
Gabriel yesterday urged a resumption of long-
stalled efforts to negotiate a global free
accord, warning that the proliferation of bilat-
eral trade deals could lead to varying stan-
dards and rules. “The best thing would be an
agreement under the auspices of the World
Trade Organization (WTO),” Gabriel said during
a business conference in Hong Kong.    “We
should restart discussions in the WTO even as
we are negotiating comprehensive bilateral

agreements.” In the absence of a global trade
agreement, Gabriel said it was important that
bilateral trade deals also include social, climate
and consumer standards, beyond simply
reducing tariffs. The German minister said
resistance to free trade agreements such as the
one signed last week by the European Union
and Canada was largely due to insufficient
communication by governments about the
benefits of such accords and the failure to
include citizens and societal groups. — Reuters
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OMAHA: Berkshire Hathaway Chairman and CEO Warren Buffett tours the exhibit
floor before presiding over the annual shareholders meeting in Omaha, Neb.
Berkshire Hathaway reported financial results on Friday. —AP
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KUWAIT: Boursa Kuwait ended last week with mixed per-
formance. The Price Index closed at 5,409.336 points, up by
0.21 percent from the week before closing, the Weighted
Index decreased by 0.66  percent after closing at 355.51
points, whereas the KSX-15 Index closed at 830.97 points
down by 1.21 percent. Furthermore, last week’s average daily
turnover decreased by 10.74 percent, compared to the pre-
ceding week, reaching K.D 19.55 million, whereas trading
volume average was 98.97 million shares, recording a
decrease of 19.28 percent.

The Bourse indices closed mixed amid a weak and fluctu-
ated performance, as the Weighted and KSX-15 indices
closed in the red zone affected by the decline in the purchas-
ing activity on the leading and operational stocks, while the
Price Index was able to realize limited increase by the end of
the week supported by the speculative operations that con-
centrated on the small-cap stocks.

The Bourse was subject to a trend of selling for profit dur-
ing most of the week’s sessions concentrated on the leading
stocks of heavy weight in the market, especially that were
able to realize good gains in the previous week, headed by
the Telecommunication and Oil & Gas sectors.  Such perform-
ance came in light of the continued watch by the dealers for
the listed companies disclosures for the 9 months of the cur-
rent year, where many investors will define their investment

priorities based on. As per the daily activity; the Boursa
Kuwait initiated its first sessions of the week with a grouped
decline included the three indices, in parallel with the notice-
able decrease in the trading activity by the end of the ses-
sion, where the value recorded a drop of around 30 percent,
while the volume decreased by around 43 percent compared
to the previous session.  Also, the Bourse was able in the sec-
ond session to return to the green zone in light of a strong
purchasing trend that included a wide range of listed stocks,
which caused the liquidity levels to increase compared to the
beginning of week session, where the volume recorded a
growth of 87 percent, and the value increased by 51 percent.
The Bourse continued realizing gains for the three indices by
the mid-week session, supported by the random purchasing
operations that included many leading and small-cap stocks,
amid of a noticeable decline in the value which reached KD
8.59 million, down by 40 percent.  

On Wednesday’s session, the Bourse witnessed mixed
closing for the three indices, whereas the Price Index
dropped by only 0.07 percent, while the Weighted and KSX-
15 indices were able to realize good gains reached 0.49 per-
cent and 0.75 percent respectively. The Bourse also witnessed
at the end of week session a mixed performance for the three
indices with changing positions, where the Price Index was
able to compensate its previous loss to close the session with

some gains supported by the purchasing and quick specula-
tive operations that included some small-cap stocks, which
pushed it to end the weekly trading in the green zone; while
the Weighted and KSX-15 indices ended the session in the
red zone, to increase its weekly losses.

By the end of the last week, the market capitalization for
the listed companies in the official market reached KD 23.86
billion, down by 0.64 percent compared to its level in a week
earlier, where it reached then KD 24.01 billion.  On an annual
level, the decline in the market cap for the listed companies
in the official market increased by 5.57 percent from its value
at end of 2015, where it reached then KD 25.27 billion. As far
as Boursa Kuwait annual performance, the price index ended
last week recording 3.66 percent annual loss compared to its
closing in 2015, while the weighted index decreased by 6.86
percent, and the KSX-15 recorded 7.71 percent loss.

Sectors’ Indices
Seven of KSE’s sectors ended last week in the green zone,

while other four recorded declines, whereas the Technology
sector’s index closed with no change from the week before.

Last week’s highest gainer was the Health Care sector, achiev-
ing 1.46 percent growth rate as its index closed at 1,070.60
points. Whereas, in the second place, the Banks sector’s index
closed at 807.81 points recording 1.19 percent increase. The
Real Estate sector came in third as its index achieved 0.87
percent growth, ending the week at 805.67 points. 

On the other hand, the Oil & Gas sector headed the losers
list as its index declined by 2.00 percent to end the week’s
activity at 747.30 points. The Telecommunications sector was
second on the losers’ list, which index declined by 1.50 percent,
closing at 580.32 points, followed by the Insurance sector, as its
index closed at 944.63 points at a loss of 0.97 percent. 

Sectors’ Activity
The Financial Services sector dominated a total trade vol-

ume of around 166.84 million shares changing hands during
last week, representing 33.71 percent of the total market
trading volume. The Real Estate sector was second in terms of
trading volume as the sector’s traded shares were 30.30 per-
cent of last week’s total trading volume, with a total of
around 149.94 million shares. 

Boursa Kuwait trading remains mixed

NEW YORK: The slow, steady retreat of the
stock market ahead of the 2016 election con-
tinued Friday, with the market falling for a
ninth straight day. Wall Street is now in its
longest period of decline in more than three
decades.

Investors continue to focus on the US presi-
dential election, which has become too close
for comfort for some investors and has put the
market on the defensive.

The Dow Jones industrial average lost 42.39
points, or 0.2 percent, to 17,888.28. The
Standard & Poor’s 500 index lost 3.48 points, or
0.2 percent, to 2,085.18 and the Nasdaq com-
posite lost 12.04 points, or 0.2 percent, to
5,046.37. The last time the S&P 500 fell for nine
straight days is December 1980, nearly 36
years ago. Ronald Reagan wasn’t even presi-
dent yet.

However the nine days’ worth of declines
has been relatively minor, comparatively
speaking. The S&P 500 fell 9.4 percent during
the 1980 nine-day losing streak, according to
Howard Silverblatt at S&P Global Market
Intelligence, compared with the 3.1 percent
decline in this sell-off.

Investors point to one reason for the drop:
Donald Trump. With only a few days left until
the election, Hillary Clinton is still leading in
national polling but Trump appears to have
considerably narrowed the gap, particularly
in swing states. Investors like certainty, and
Clinton is seen as likely to maintain the sta-
tus quo. Trump’s policies are less clear, and
the uncertainty and uncomfortable close-

ness of the polls has caused jitters in finan-
cial markets.

“Some investors are afraid of Donald Trump
becoming president,” said Michael Scanlon, a
portfolio manager at Manulife Asset
Management. Other portfolio managers and

market strategists have made similar com-
ments, saying that it is likely a drop would con-
tinue on Wall Street if Trump were to prevail, at
least in the short term. The VIX, a measure of
volatility nicknamed Wall Street’s “fear gauge”
because it allows investors to bet on how

much the stock market will swing in the next
30 days, has surged 40 percent this week. It is
at its highest level since June, when Britain
voted to leave the European Union.

“No one really knows what Trump would
do should he get into power, probably not
even himself,” said Joshua Mahony, market
analyst at IG. “It is that uncertainty that is driv-
ing the market negativity that has dominated
this week.”

Some encouraging news on the US econo-
my did keep the market higher most of the
day, but the gains faded in the last hour of
trading. Traders did not want to hold positions
into the weekend with the election and
retreated to their usual hamlets of safety: US
government bonds and gold.

US employers added a solid 161,000 jobs in
October and raised pay sharply for many
workers. The Labor Department’s monthly
employment report Friday sketched a picture
of a resilient job market. The pace of hiring has
been consistent with a decent economy. The
unemployment rate fell to 4.9 percent from 5
percent. And average hourly pay took a big
step up, rising 10 cents an hour to an average
of $25.92. That is 2.8 percent higher than a
year ago and is the sharpest 12-month rise in
seven years.

“This is really good for the US consumer,
especially as we head into the critical holiday
shopping season,” Scanlon said. With the elec-
tion coming up in less than a week, the
October jobs report is likely to give the Federal
Reserve enough ammunition to raise interest

rates at its December meeting, economists
said. Fed policymakers ended a two-day meet-
ing on Wednesday where they decided to hold
rates steady.

“It seems that the only remaining obstacle
to the Fed hiking in December would be a sig-
nificant adverse financial market reaction to
the US presidential election,” said Chris
Williamson, chief business economist at IHS
Markit, in an email.

In company news: GoPro, the maker of
wearable cameras, lost 78 cents, or 6.5 per-
cent, to $11.16. The company reported a 40
percent drop in revenue in the quarter, and
gave a negative outlook for the holiday sea-
son. Like Fitbit, GoPro is showing signs of
being unable to expand the audience for its
product line. The stock did recover part of an
earlier loss. In energy, benchmark US crude oil
lost 59 cents to $44.07 a barrel on the New
York Mercantile Exchange. Brent crude, the
international standard, declined 77 cents to
$45.58 a barrel in London.

Heating oil fell 3 cents to $1.43 a gallon,
wholesale gasoline fell 4.5 cents to $1.38 a gal-
lon and natural gas futures fell less than 1 cent
to $2.767 per 1,000 cubic feet.

US government bond prices rose. The yield
on the 10-year Treasury note fell to 1.78 per-
cent from 1.81 percent the day before. The
euro rose to $1.1117 from $1.1109 and the
dollar rose to 103.13 yen from 102.99 yen.
Gold rose $1.20 to $1,304.50 an ounce, silver
fell 5 cents to $18.37 an ounce and copper
rose 2 cents to $2.27 a pound. —AP

S&P 500 marks its longest losing streak in 36 years 

NEW YORK: An entrance to a Wall Street subway station in New York. Shares fell on Friday
in Europe and Asia as nervous investors fretted over the potential outcome of next week’s
nail-bitingly close US presidential election. — AP
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KUWAIT: The all-new 2017 Acadia - designed
to offer great versatility and refinement, with
more advanced safety technologies -available
for sale in Kuwait GMC showrooms, starting
from KD10,999. 

Over an exclusive launching event, GMC’s
official dealer in Kuwait - Mohammed Saleh &
Reda Yousuf Behbehani - unveiled Acadia’s all-
new model lineup, featuring the Acadia SLE &
SLT, Acadia Denali and All Terrain at the main
GMC Showroom located in Al-Rai Area
(Mohamad Bin Al Qassem St.). The event saw
an impressive attendance of customers, cor-
porate clients, and representatives of the
press, as well as members of General Motors’
senior management who travelled to Kuwait
specifically to attend the unveiling.

During the occasion, Adel Behbehani, CEO
of GMC Behbehani remarked that it was a true
pleasure unveiling the all-new generation of
the GMC Acadia 2017. He also added, “The
new features include the first V6 Engine within
its class to offer cylinder de-activation for bet-
ter fuel efficiency, in addition to industry-first
rear seat reminder and Apple Car Play as a
standard, along with foot-activated liftgate
technology (Available in Denali) and for the
first time the all-new 2017 GMC Acadia All
Terrain improved with advanced sports fea-
tures and designed for 5 seating passengers
designed with tremendous versatility, refine-
ment and safety technologies with enhanced
off-road capability. It’s a vehicle that delivers
the functionality Acadia is known for, while
also providing features to help you go wherev-
er your journey takes you. Furthermore, luxury

and technology are the main features of the
all-new GMC Acadia 2017 which can be clearly
seen on the exterior advanced smooth
appearance of the car where you will definitely
feel the luxurious and sophisticated features
of the elegant and comfortable interior cabin.”

Compelling package
The all-new GMC 2017 Acadia - which

comes packed with an expanded range of
available active safety features and new 310
HP 3.6L V6 powertrain - offers buyers a truly
compelling package. 

The 2017 GMC  Acadia lineup is on sale
across showrooms in in Kuwait- starting from
10,999 Kuwaiti Dinars, Acadia SLE and SLT
come standard with a three-year/60,000 kilo-
meters scheduled service package while
Acadia Denali benefits from a four-year/80,000
Kilometers schedule service package. All trims
are complemented by a three-year/60,000
kilometers manufacturer warranty, as well as
four years of 24/7 Roadside Assistance.

The strategic re-scoping of the 2017 Acadia
- which comes in four distinct trim levels that
include SLE, SLT, Denali and All Terrain - offers
customers a midsize crossover positioned
between the compact Terrain and full-size
Yukon. Depending on the model, it is available
with five-, six- or seven-passenger seating,
while offering greater maneuverability and
enhanced driving dynamics over the first-gen-
eration model.

The new Acadia is 318 Kilograms lighter
than the outgoing model, which pays divi-
dends with fuel efficiency.

Active safety features
A new standard 3.6L V-6 engine is more

powerful and efficient, while offering over
1800 Kilograms of estimated trailering capabili-
ty (with the available towing package). It deliv-
ers 310 horsepower and 9.41 L/100km high-
way (FWD models). In addition, the Acadia’s
new engines feature direct injection, variable
valve timing, and active fuel management. The
new V6 is paired with a six-speed automatic
transmission and an electronically controlled
drive mode selector.

As a contemporary crossover designed for
families on the go, the 2017 Acadia offers the
latest active safety features to protect them, as
well as the latest technologies to keep them
connected as the 2017 Acadia is equipped with
easy to use Apple Car Play system as a stan-
dard. The active safety features - such as Front
Pedestrian Braking and Surround Vision
Camera - are designed to help make drivers
more aware of their surroundings and poten-
tial crash situations. With this in mind, the vehi-
cle is also equipped with a new, standard rear
seat alert that can remind the driver when an
item may have been left in the second- and
third-row seats which is the industry-first rear
seat reminder along with foot-activated lift-
gate system.

Bold design
Built on a new, lighter body structure, the

2017 Acadia is completely redesigned to strike
at the heart of the Medium SUV market. It will
offers GMC customers a bold design that
inspires confidence, a finely crafted interior

and segment leading specification and the
capability that the GMC legacy is built on.

On the occasion of the all-new GMC Acadia
2017 Launch, Mohammed Saleh & Reda Yousuf
Behbehani, offers its valued customers a range

of free gifts and services such as 10 years war-
ranty or 500,000 KM (whichever comes first), 5
years maintenance or 60,000 KM (whichever
comes first), in addition to window tenting,
registration and third party insurance. 

Behbehani debuts the all-new 

2017 GMC Acadia in Kuwait

Epic launch ceremony at GMC showroom

Behbehani team

2017-GMC-Acadia-Denali 2017-GMC-Acadia-All-Terrain

Adel Behbehani and Mohsen Qassem.

General Motors delegates and Behbehani managers.
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KUWAIT: Dancers from the internationally
renowned Bolshoi Ballet and classical super-
star Katherine Jenkins staged the world’s first
ballet and musical performance in the air, to
celebrate the launch of British Airways’
Dreamliner flights from London Heathrow to
Moscow, Russia.

Lucky passengers on the inaugural flight of
the Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner were taken to
new heights with an incredible, surprise per-
formance by Artemy Belyakov and Olga
Marchenkova, stars from the legendary
Bolshoi Theatre of Russia. 

The dancers were accompanied by one of

Britain’s favourite singers, Welsh Mezzo sopra-
no Katherine Jenkins OBE, who gave a spine-
tingling rendition of Somewhere Over the
Rainbow.

Artemy Belyakov, the leading soloist from
the Bolshoi Theatre, said: “We are honored to
be a part of this very first flight to Moscow and
unite the heart and soul of classical Russian
culture with an iconic British brand such as
British Airways in this performance on board.
We loved the creative challenge of using the
new Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner as our stage,
and the experience was as memorable for us
as it was for the audience”. 

“Being a part of the oldest ballet theatre in
the world, dancers from the Bolshoi Ballet
have performed in some incredible places
over the past 240 years - but ballet in the sky
takes it to a whole new level! I enjoyed that
experience!” - adds Olga Marchenkova, ballet
dancer from The Bolshoi.

Speaking after the performance, Katherine
Jenkins said: “Such fun to be invited to per-
form for the first time at 41,000 feet
‘Somewhere over the Rainbow’ en route to
Moscow on board BA’s new Dreamliner! I have
always been excited to sing in Russia due to its
deep and rich history in the arts, and perform-

ing alongside dancers from the Bolshoi Ballet
was a very special experience for me.”

Dancers from The Bolshoi Ballet and
Katherine Jenkins were joined by Galina
Karzova, British Airways’ Commercial Manager
for Russia. Galina Karzova commented: “This
launch is a huge step for British Airways, and
reinforces our continued commitment to our
London to Moscow service.  The introduction
of the new First cabin on the route means cus-
tomers can travel in unrivalled luxury and
style.”

The new First cabin is a first for British
Airways’ B787 fleet, with just eight seats in

comparison to the 14 seats available on other
British Airways long-haul aircraft, offering cus-
tomers even greater exclusivity and privacy.

The 787-9 flight into Moscow operates
weekly from November 1, 2016, increasing to
twice-weekly from January 3, 2017.  To cele-
brate the launch, a return fare in World
Traveller starts from £168.00 per person, for
bookings made before November 10, 2016. 

British Airways’ first 787-9s started flying in
October 2015.  There are currently 14 787-9s in
service, on routes between London Heathrow
and Austin, Boston, San Jose (California),
Shanghai and Narita (Japan), amongst others. 

Surprise performance on BA’s Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner 

Dancers from Bolshoi ballet and superstar Katherine Jenkins perform in the sky

Olga Marchenkova from the Bolshoi
Ballet warms up for her performance.

Katherine Jenkins and dancers from the Bolshoi Ballet perform at 40,000 feet.

LYNDHURST, New Jersey: Lulu Group International,
the Abu Dhabi headquartered retail and hospitality
group further expanded their operations by inaugurat-
ing their food processing and logistics bases in USA. Y
International, a wholly owned subsidiary of the group
launched its operation in Lyndhurst, New Jersey this
morning.

The world -class export center will purchase,
process, re-label and export food, non-food, chilled
and frozen products made in the US. In the first phase
there are 75 employees which is expected to eventual-
ly grow to 200 to 250 employees within I year. 

The facility was formally inaugurated jointly by
Mayor Robert B Giangeruso, Mayor Michael J
McPartland and Vinai Thummalapally, the Executive
Director of Select USA in the presence of Yusuffali MA-
Chairman, Saifee Rupawala, CEO, Ashraf Ali MA -
Executive Director and Mohd. Althaf - Director of LULU
Group. Attendees at the ribbon cutting, including local
and foreign officials as well as members of the Indian-
American business community from around the coun-
try, were thrilled by the impact the company can have
throughout the state.

In his remarks Yusuffali MA thanked the officials of

Select USA, Choose New Jersey and state and  county
officials for their great support in helping LULU launch
their maiden venture in USA.  “Our group has been
importing US products for a long time to cater to more
than 700,000 shoppers who come to our 131 hyper-
markets daily,” Yusufali added highlighting the long-
standing relationships between Lulu and farmers and
manufacturers in the country, with a special emphasis
on California. “There has been growing demand for US
products throughout our retail chain stores, across the
GCC, India and Far East” he concluded.

Speaking to media during the ceremony Choose
New Jersey CEO and President Michele Brown said “In
addition to bringing new jobs to our state, Y
International’s export center will give New Jersey and
US manufacturers the opportunity to reach new mar-
kets in the Middle East and beyond.”

“Y International USA’s decision to establish their
first export distribution center in the United States
offers the company exciting new opportunities in the
world’s largest consumer market, as well as enhanced
access to hundreds of millions of global consumers,”
said Vinai Thummalapally, executive director,
SelectUSA. “We look forward to working closely with
all parties as the investment progresses - and extend
our warmest congratulations to Lulu Group
International, Choose New Jersey, and the community
of Lyndhurst.”

The US$ 6.6 billion turnover Lulu Group operates
hypermarkets, supermarkets and shopping malls, in
addition to wholesale distribution, food processing
and hospitality with operations in 37 countries, includ-
ing the GCC, India and Far East. The company has a 32
percent market share in the Middle East.

Brown said New Jersey is a perfect fit “Our state is
so diverse; we have populations from so many differ-
ent countries,” she said. “We felt they would feel both
welcome and at home. The business they will be con-
ducting out of this site is meeting American compa-
nies to buy goods and products to then export to their
own consumer base,” she said. “We have literally thou-
sands of companies in food in New Jersey.”

New Jersey, Brown said, is also home to companies
in the apparel and consumer goods industries, which
could serve the needs of the company’s
Hypermarkets. As per the latest report by Deloitte
International, LULU is ranked among the Top 10
fastest-growing retailers in the world. 

Lulu Group launches 

operations in USA
Opens food processing and logistics center in New Jersey

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) offers its
opportunities to customers to buy a property in
UAE a new mortgage services, financing up to 70
percent of the property value.

“In a simple and straight forward procedure,
our customers can easily apply for a mortgage at
any NBK branch in Kuwait or UAE,” said NBK UAE
General Manager Tareq Al-Mudhaf. “We finance up
to 70 percent of the property value with the possi-
bility of prepayment up to 20 years at competitive
interest rates starting from 3.99 percent p.a. We
also help our customers valuate, insure and regis-
ter their properties.”

NBK UAE General Manager added: NBK pro-
vides high quality services and diverse products.
We encourage our customers to take advantage of
this opportunity.” NBK has established a dedicated
Service Center, in Kuwait, to assist its customers
with their mortgage finance applications and all
their overseas banking needs. The Center is locat-
ed in Ras Al-Salmiya branch-Kuwait.

NBK has the largest international network
between all banks in Kuwait, providing customers
with the best investment opportunities and servic-
es. NBK’s international network consists of many of
the world’s leading financial centers including
London, New York, Paris, Singapore, as well as
China (Shanghai). Meanwhile, regional coverage
extends to Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon,
Saudi Arabia, UAE and Turkey.

NBK offers customers complete banking solu-

tions, providing them with the freedom to man-
age their finances easily, 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week via NBK’s Mobile Banking application, Watani
Online (www.nbk.com) or Hala Watani on
1801801.

For more information on our mortgage servic-
es from NBK-Dubai, please contact us on +965
22595380 / +971 4 3161700, visit the Sales Center
located in Kuwait, or our NBK-Dubai Branch. 

NBK offers customers 

the opportunity to 

buy property in UAE

KUWAIT: Al-Mazaya Holding (KSCP) announced
its financial results for the third quarter of 2016.
The company achieved a net profit of KD 6.84 mil-
lion in the third quarter, compared to KD 6.73 mil-
lion in the corresponding period in 2015. Earnings
per share reached KD 11.01 fils, compared to
KD10.86 fils in the Q3 of 2015.  

Speaking after the board meeting that was
held recently in the presence of members of the
board of directors, Eng Ibrahim Al-
Soqabi, Group CEO of Al-Mazaya
Holding, said: “Al-Mazaya Holding
has achieved a new growth in its
financial results in the third quarter
of 2016, thanks to its remarkable
performance and feasible achieve-
ments. The results are attributed to
the success in meeting the well-for-
mulated target for 2016. The com-
pany was able to follow the sched-
ules precisely and efficiently, boost-
ing the process of sale, lease and
delivery and increasing the operat-
ing income by 9.15 percent to KD
42.53 million by the end of the Q3 of 2016. This is
in comparison to KD 38.97 million during the
same period in 2015.”  He stressed that the big
jump in revenues was due to strong marketing
campaigns and the huge revenues generated
from sales increased by 7.86 percent to KD 36.92
million, compared to KD 34.23 million in Q3 2015.
Revenues generated from leasing activities grew
by 15.98 percent to KD 5.42 million, up from KD
4.67 million in the corresponding period last year.
Other revenues generated from project manage-
ment activities were KD197.12 thousands, a
193.94% up as compared to the KD 67.06 thou-
sands achieved in the same period last year.

Al-Soqabi said: “The financial results are the
outcome of the operation activities of Al-Mazaya
and its rental revenues from many projects such
as Al Olia Tower, a project located in Riyadh, KSA
and owned by one of Al-Mazaya subsidiaries. Al-
Olia Tower is 70 percent occupied, and Al-Mazaya
has included it in its portfolio of income-generat-
ing projects. In addition, there is the 80 percent
completed Al-Mazaya Logistics in Bahrain. The
company continued to generate high rental rev-
enues from its 100 percent occupied projects
such as Al-Mazaya Towers, Clover Medical Tower

and 85 percent in Al-Maathar Towers and 96 per-
cent in Sky Gardeners owned by one of Al-
Mazaya’s subsidiaries”. 

Financial results: 
With regard to the Al-Mazaya’s financial results

in the third quarter of 2016, Al Soqabi said: “Al-
Mazaya was able to maintain growth in its opera-
tional performance in the third quarter of 2016,

achieving net profits in line with
well formulated targets”. 

Furthermore, he added that the
gross assets totaled to KD 228.18
million in Q3 2016, as compared to
the KD263.85 million achieved in
the same period in 2015. The
decrease in gross assets was due to
the handover of Q-Point units,
which were included in the income
statement for the period ending
September 30, 2016. Shareholders’
equity amounted to KD117.07 mil-
lion in Q3 2016, a 9.05 percent
growth as compared to KD107.36

million in Q3 2015. 
He clarified that the total liabilities decreased

to KD 111.11 million, down by 29.00 percent as
compared to the KD156.50 million in 2016. He
said that the long term liabilities have decreased
by 11.00 percent from KD 78.12 million to KD
69.52 million, while the long term liabilities have
decreased by 46.94 percent from KD 78.38 million
to KD 41.58 million. He attributed this decrease
mainly to the transfer of the advance payments
received from customers to revenue after they
received their residential units.

In conclusion, Al-Soqabi noted that Al-Mazaya
is currently studying many investment opportuni-
ties in the local and international markets. The
company regularly monitors the rapid develop-
ments in the financial and international markets
and the impacts on the region’s real estate market
to examine the impacts on its existing and under-
way projects, enabling the company to make
informed decisions regarding its entry in new
ventures. He underlined that the company’s
growth in these markets will entail many strategic
partnerships and joint ventures with elite
investors to achieve the highest returns that serve
the interest of the company and investors alike. 

Al-Mazaya Holding’s operating 

income grows to KD42.53 million

Eng Ibrahim 
Al-Soqabi



RABAT: Morocco has lifted a ban on calls
made through mobile internet connec-
tions, its national telecoms regulator said,
acting after fierce protests on social media
against a rule introduced at the start of
the year. The ban was applied to the three
mobile operators in Morocco who offer
internet access for computers via USB and
other mobile modems, as well  as via
mobile phones. The Telecommunications
Regulatory National Agency (ANRT) had
said telecom services such as phone calls
need licences whether they are Voice over
Internet Protocol (VoIP) or others.

“The decision (to lift the ban) comes
after the ANRT’s evaluation of the telecom
national and international markets, the
legal context and taking into considera-
tion the requirements to develop a sector
that benefits customers,” the regulator
said in a statement yesterday. The ban
affected the two most-used applications
in Morocco Skype and WhatsApp, along
with Facebook and Viber and other

providers of VoIP services. Morocco’s tele-
coms market is  dominated by Maroc
Telecom , majority owned by the UAE’s
Etisalat, French group Orange’s local affili-
ate Medi Telecom (Meditel) and Wana
Corporate, a subsidiary of the royal hold-
ing SNI.

Lifting the ban came as the kingdom
prepares to host the 2016 United Nations
climate change conference and only few
days after the head of ANRT was sacked.
ANRT had tolerated internet voice calls for
years but the drop in call volumes, mainly
lucrative international calls, may have
motivated the decision. Protests erupted
on social media when the ban came into
force in January, with local media specu-
lating whether security controls were
behind the move. Mobile phone market
penetration is running at around 140 per-
cent of Morocco’s 34 million population,
and the country had 10 million Internet
subscribers by the end in 2015, up more
than 60 percent from 2013. — Reuters

WASHINGTON: If you’re reading about
the US election, some of that news is like-
ly to come to you from a “bot.”
Automated systems known as “bots” or
“robo-journalism” have been around for
years, but they are playing a bigger role
in coverage this year amid technology
advances and stretched media resources.

The New York Times, Washington Post,
CNN, NBC, Yahoo News and the non-prof-
it Pro Publica are among news organiza-
tions using automated technology or
messaging bots for coverage in the
runup to Tuesday’s vote or on election
night. News organizations are increasing
use both of systems which employ algo-
rithms to create text from data, and of
automated “bots” delivering updates to
smartphones.

The New York Times bot on Facebook
Messenger launched earlier this year uses
short dispatches from reporter Nick
Confessore, and allows users to interact
to get detailed bot-driven news updates
or polls. “This is a natural follow-on to
what we have been doing in conversa-
tional journalism,” said New York Times
product director Andrew Phelps.

Those signing up for the bot receive
periodic short messages such as, “Hey it’s
Nick. The race took a swerve this week-
end.” Confessore said it was challenging
to find the right formula for “a really short
form of storytelling,” in a text message,
but noted that the bot allowed readers to
“drill down further” to get more details.

Meeting people on platforms      
Phelps said bot usage has been “in six

figures” with an audience that is younger
and more global than Times readers. “It’s
an effort to meet people on messaging
platforms,” he said. “We wanted to make it
more personal, more interactive, to allow
readers to feel more connected to the
journalists themselves.”

While bots offer no immediate mone-
tization, it can helps bring more people
to the newspaper’s apps and website.
“This gets at the heart of relationship
building,” Phelps said. The Washington
Post meanwhile has its own bot using a
robot icon, and separately will be using
artificial intelligence technology to

update dispatches on election night.
The Post, owned by Amazon founder

Jeff Bezos, developed the system called
Heliograf that will help create hybrid
human- and computer-generated stories.
Heliograf allows the Post “to create sto-
ries that are better than any automated
system but more constantly updated
than any human-written story could be,”
said Jeremy Gilbert, director of strategic
initiatives at the newspaper.

BuzzFeed experimented with its
“BuzzBot” on Messenger during the 2016
political conventions as part of an effort
to better connect with readers and par-
ticipants at the events. 

Amanda Hickman, who heads the
BuzzFeed Open Lab, said bots offer “a
one-to-one relationship which gives us
the opportunity to let people fine-tune
the product they want.”

Turning data into stories   
Algorithmic systems which turn data

into news stories have been used for sev-
eral years, mainly for routine corporate
results and minor league sports, but are
now playing a role in election coverage.

The nonprofit news site ProPublica’s
election data bot, created with Google
News Lab, updates every 15 minutes with
election forecasts, campaign finance
reports, Google Trends and other data.
Another nonprofit called the PollyVote
Project delivers similar dispatches based
on poll results and other data.

“Every time we get new data we cre-
ate an automated news item,” said
Andreas Graefe, a fellow at Columbia
University ’s Tow Center for Digital
Journalism who is leader of the project
funded by the Tow Center and Germany’s
LMU Munich University.  “We can publish
articles seconds after we receive the data,
and we can do it in an unlimited amount.”

Graefe said several studies in Europe
have shown that readers cannot tell the
difference between a human- or com-
puter-generated news article. “When you
ask people how readable a story is, they
rate the human article better, but when
you ask them how credible it is, the com-
puter is better,” he said. “We don’t really
know why.” — AP
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MONROVIA: A massive cyber attack targeting
Liberia’s single broadband link has taken the coun-
try’s internet intermittently offline for the last week,
web security experts said yesterday. The character-
istics of the attack point to the same type of cyber
weapon that crippled several major websites based
in the United States in late October. Using software
called “Mirai”, hackers deployed a network of infect-
ed computers known only as “Botnet 14” to repeat-
edly overload the country’s broadband network,
taking Liberia offline for minutes at a time, internet

security expert Kevin Beaumont said.
The hackers took control of ‘internet of things’

devices such as CCTV cameras or digital video
recorders plugged in to offices and homes world-
wide, he explained, to direct the massive distrib-
uted denial of service (DDoS) attack. DDoS attacks
involve flooding websites with more traffic than
they can handle, making them difficult to access or
taking them offline entirely. “By hacking these
devices you can cause them to attack another loca-
tion, or country,” Beaumont said. 

The UK-based expert said the reason why Liberia
was targeted was as yet unknown but its vulnerable
internet infrastructure and lack of technical expert-
ise made it an useful way of testing out even larger
attacks.”There is only one internet link to the coun-
try for broadband, so it might be the ideal test bed
for attacks,” he said. The vast majority of Liberia’s
internet users access the web via their smartphone,
meaning they are unaffected by a targeted attack
on broadband services. 

But the Network World website reported

Liberian mobile phone service providers them-
selves had been affected, as they rely on cable-
based internet to power their businesses. The out-
ages would only register for a few seconds but are
devastating for companies that require constant
connections to servers in order to function.
October’s US incident saw domain name services
company Dynamic Network Services Inc, or Dyn,
suffer successive attacks, causing outages for hours
for millions of users of high-profile websites includ-
ing Twitter, Spotify and Netflix. — AFP 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA: The landscape is virtu-
ally treeless around a coastal hub town above
Alaska’s Arctic Circle, where even summer tem-
peratures are too cold for boreal roots to take
hold. Amid these unforgiving conditions, a cre-
ative kind of farming is sprouting up in the
largely Inupiat community of Kotzebue.

A subsidiary of a local Native corporation is
using hydroponics technology to grow produce
inside an insulated, 40-foot shipping container
equipped with glowing magenta LED lights.
Arctic Greens is harvesting kale, various let-
tuces, basil and other greens weekly from the
soil-free system and selling them at the super-
market in the community of nearly 3,300.
“We’re learning,” Will Anderson, president of the
Native Kikiktagruk Inupiat Corp., said of the
business launched last spring. “We’re not a
farming culture.”

First of it’s kind
The venture is the first of its kind north of the

Arctic Circle, according to the manufacturer of
Kotzebue’s pesticide-free system. The goal is to
set up similar systems in partnerships with other
rural communities far from Alaska’s minimal road
system - where steeply priced vegetables can be
more than a week in transit and past their prime
by the time they arrive at local stores. 

There are other tools for extending the short
growing season in a state with cold soil. One
increasingly popular method involves high tun-
nels, tall hoop-shaped structures that cover
crops. But the season can last year-round with
indoor hydroponics, which uses water and nutri-
ents to grow vertically stacked plants rooted in a
binding material such as rock wool.

Anchorage-based Vertical Harvest
Hydroponics, which builds enclosed systems out
of transformed shipping containers, partnered
with Kikiktagruk. The 2-year-old company also
sold the system to a farmer in the rural town of
Dillingham. “Our vision is that this can be a long-
term solution to the food shortage problems in
the north,” said Ron Perpich, a company founder.
“We’re hoping that we can put systems any-
where that there’s people.”

But the operations have challenges, including
steep price tags. Startup costs in Kotzebue were
around $200,000, including the customized
freight container and the price to fly it in a C-130
transport plane from Anchorage, 550 miles to
the southeast.

The town also relies heavily on expensive
diesel power, so operations could eat into prof-
its. In addition, moving tender produce from its
moist, warm growing enclosure to a frigid envi-
ronment can be challenging. And farming can
be a largely foreign concept to Native communi-
ties with deeply imbedded traditions of hunting
and gathering.

Still, the potential benefits outweigh the
downsides, according to Johanna Herron, state
market access and food safety manager. Grown
with the correct nutrient balance, hydroponics
produce is considered just as safe as crops
grown using other methods. “It’s not the only
solution,” Herron said. “Hydroponics is just a
piece of it, but certainly an excellent thing for
communities to look into.”

Alaska Commercial Co., which has stores in
nearly three dozen remote communities, is car-
rying Arctic Greens in the Kotzebue store. This
week, the Dillingham AC store is beginning to
sell produce grown in the local farm’s hydropon-
ics system. The chain will bring the Arctic Greens
brand to more locations if expansion plans
prove cost-effective, AC general manager Walter

Pickett told The Associated Press. “The produce
is fantastic, at least what we’ve been seeing out
of Kotzebue,” he said. “The customers love it.”

What people are saying
Lisa Adan is among the Kotzebue residents

who regularly buy the produce. She said there
are plans to start providing it at the local hospi-
tal’s cafeteria, where she is an assistant manager.
Adan said the locally grown greens are superior
to the produce that’s transported north. “It’s so
much better,” she said. “It tastes like it just came
out of your garden.” For now, the new business is
operating as a prototype, especially as it enters
the long, harsh winter season in Kotzebue, 26
miles north of the Arctic Circle.

The town, the regional hub for northwest
Alaska villages, is built on a 3-mile-long spit, and
many there live a subsistence lifestyle. The com-
munity has a chronically high unemployment
rate, with the school district, state and local hos-
pital among its major employers.

For now, the biggest selling point of the
hydroponics produce is freshness. Prices are par-

allel with greens brought up from the Lower 48.
But operators are trying to work out kinks and
find ways to lower energy costs, possibly
through such alternatives as wind power,
according to Anderson. “We want to be a benefit
to the community,” he said. “Not only do we
want fresher produce, but affordable produce.”

Nearly 400 miles to the northeast, the village
corporation in the Inupiat community of Nuiqsut
is considering acquiring one of the systems. Joe
Nukapigak, president of the Kuukpik Corp., said
he plans to travel to Kotzebue after
Thanksgiving to see hydroponics in action.

Unlike diesel-powered Kotzebue, Nuiqsut is
just miles from the Prudhoe Bay oil field and
taps into far less costly natural gas. Nukapigak
envisions the oil industry as a possible cus-
tomer if hydroponics takes hold in his village.
He also likes the thought of same-day freshness
as opposed to produce that’s sometimes ruined
by the time it arrives. “If we have a local opera-
tion like that, it would not get spoiled as much,”
he said. “It would be made locally, and that
would help.” — AP

Arctic farming: Town defies 

icy conditions with hydroponics
unforgiving conditions creates new kind of farming 

OUARZAZATE, MOROCCO: On the edge of
the Sahara desert, Morocco is building one
of the world’s biggest solar power plants in
a project largely funded by the European
Union.

It is a hard success for other African
nations to match as they seek to implement
a new global deal to combat climate change.
The huge 160-megawatt first phase of the
Noor plant near the town of Ouarzazate con-
trasts with efforts by some other nations
focused on tiny roof-top solar panels to bring
power to remote rural homes.

At Noor, curved mirrors totalling 1.5 mil-
lion square meters the size of about 200 soc-
cer pitches - capture the sun’s heat in the
reddish desert.

Collaborating with almost 200 nations
Morocco is showcasing Noor before talks

among almost 200 nations in Marrakesh
about implementing a global deal to combat
climate change that entered into force on
Nov. 4 - a day when the Saharan sky was
unusually overcast with spots of rain. “We
hope we can be an inspiration,” Mustapha
Bakkoury, head of the Moroccan Agency for
Solar Energy (Masen), told Reuters.  Many
African nations are pushing to boost eco-
nomic growth to end poverty, while seeking
greener energies.

The gleaming concentrated solar power
plant is not economically competitive with
cheaper fossil fuels, but is a step to develop
new technologies as prices for solar power
fall sharply. “Unfortunately for many, it’s
thought that renewables are to have a light
bulb or light a school ... This is to get away
from the caricature of renewables,”
Bakkoury said.

Morocco aims to get 52 percent of its
electricity from clean energy such as wind
and solar by 2030, up from 28 percent now.
Once completed, Noor will cost 2.2 billion
euros ($2.45 billion) and generate 580 MW,
enough power for a city of almost 2 million
people. Morocco aims to expand at other

desert regions to 2 gigawatts of solar capaci-
ty by 2020 at a cost of $9 billion.

On the sprawling site, south of the snow-
capped Atlas Mountains, workers clear
ground with diggers, build concrete pillars or
clean off Saharan dust that dims sunshine. In
Arabic, Noor means light. By contrast in East
Africa, M-KOPA Solar has installed 400,000
tiny rooftop solar panel systems costing $200
each on homes in the past five years to pro-
vide power for light bulbs and a radio. That
completely by-passes the grid.

M-KOPA Chief Executive Jesse Moore,
whose company focuses most on Kenya,
Tanzania and Uganda, said rooftop solar sys-
tems were a breakthrough for Africa, where
half the 1.2 billion people lack electricity.

He noted that Tesla founder Elon Musk
was trying to sell solar systems to US homes.
“Elon Musk is trying to get people to leap off
the grid in California. Over here on the other
side of the planet this is happening already,”
he told Reuters.

Unlike Morocco, some nations in Africa
find it hard to attract investors to green proj-
ects, part of global efforts to limit climate
change and more floods, heat waves and
droughts that are a big threat to Africa.
“Morocco is particularly suited for a large-
scale project.  It may not be suitable for all
other countries,” Roman Escolano, vice presi-
dent of the European Investment Bank (EIB),
told Reuters.

The European Union including the EIB has
funded about 60 percent of Noor. Masen
issued Morocco’s first green bond, of 106 mil-
lion euros, on Friday to help finance Noor.
Apart from sunshine, Morocco has had rela-
tive political stability in recent years and a
predictable legal and banking system, help-
ing it attract investors.

Even so, Morocco has had a week of street
protests after the death of a fishmonger,
crushed to death in a garbage truck in a con-
frontation with police, in one of the biggest
and longest challenges to authority since the
2011 Arab Spring. — Reuters

Vast Moroccan solar power plant 

is hard act for Africa to follow

KOTZEBUE, ALASKA: In this Oct. 19, 2016 photo provided by Will Anderson, Anderson, president of the Native Kikiktagruk Inupiat Corp., stands
inside his Native corporation’s new indoor hydroponics farm. — AP

Massive cyber attack disrupts internet in Liberia

‘Bots’ step up for 2016 

election news coverage

Morocco lifts ban on

mobile internet voice calls 

LOS ANGELES: The Nielsen ratings agency
on Friday reaffirmed a report about US pay-
television customers that was challenged
by Walt Disney Co’s ESPN sports network.

Media reports said the Nielsen data,
which showed a decline in subscriptions for
most cable networks, suggested ESPN lost
621,000 subscribers from a month earlier.
Neither Nielsen nor ESPN released the num-
bers publicly, but ESPN questioned the accu-
racy of the findings. In a statement on its
website, Nielsen said an “extensive review”
undertaken after ESPN objected showed
that estimates of cable subscribers provided
on Oct. 28 were accurate. Disney shares fell
nearly 1 percent on Friday to close at $92.45
on the New York Stock Exchange. “This most
recent snapshot from Nielsen is a historic
anomaly for the industry and inconsistent
with much more moderated trends
observed by other respected third-party
analysts,” ESPN said in a statement.

The figures do not include people who
subscribe through digital TV services and
other new distributors, the sports network
said. Nielsen, in its statement, said the com-
pany is researching newer providers to add
those subscribers in future reports.

The future of ESPN has been a concern
on Wall Street since August 2015 when

Disney Chief Executive Officer Bob Iger
acknowledged “modest” subscriber losses at
the sports network.  Disney and other media
companies are facing challenges from “cord
cutters” who are dropping traditional TV
subscriptions for cheaper online options.

Nielsen said its data showed most cable
networks experienced a month-to-month
subscriber decline. The drop was driven pri-
marily by a 0.55 percent decrease in the
number of households paying for TV pack-
ages through cable, satellite or telephone
providers.

Analyst Brian Wieser of Pivotal Research
Group, which pays for access to Nielsen
data, confirmed that Nielsen’s latest report
indicated a drop of roughly 621,000 ESPN
subscribers. But he said it was not unusual
as ESPN has seen previous monthly drops of
around 500,000 or 600,000 customers.

Wieser estimated that year-over-year
declines stood at 3.1 percent, in line with
the 2 percent to 4 percent drops seen since
the start of 2014. “This has occurred as the
network began to trade off high subscriber
fees for greater flexibility ” for pay T V
providers, Wieser said in a research note.
“We continue to believe that ESPN is expe-
riencing low-single -digit subscriber
declines.” — Reuters

Nielsen sticks with subscriber 

report challenged by ESPN
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LONDON: Scientists have discovered genetic
markers in malaria parasites linked to resistance
to the key anti-malarial medicine piperaquine,
and say their work could help doctors and health
officials monitor and limit the spread of such
resistance.

In research published in the Lancet Infectious
Diseases journal, the team also said a simple test
using blood taken from a finger pinprick could
show whether a malaria patient has parasites with
the genetic markers - allowing doctors to pre-
scribe an alternative treatment.

Resistance to piperaquine recently emerged in
Cambodia and has led to the complete failure of
malaria treatment there. This and other spreading

areas of drug-resistance are threatening global
efforts to eliminate the mosquito-borne disease.

Powerful
Piperaquine is a powerful drug which is used in

many parts of the world in combination with
another anti-malarial drug called artemisinin.
Resistance to artemisinin emerged around seven
years ago in Southeast Asia, but until recently the
combination of the two drugs had successfully
killed the malaria parasites there. Now, however,
the emergence of piperaquine resistance in
Cambodia has led to treatment failing altogether.

“These malaria parasites are now resistant to
both drugs, and since they are no longer being

killed, resistance to both drugs will spread,” said
Roberto Amato, who co-led the research at Britain’s
Sanger Institute.

According to the World Health Organization, an
estimated 200 million people worldwide were
infected with malaria in 2015, and nearly half a mil-
lion people died from the disease. The vast majority
of those killed by it are children under five.

Malaria is treatable if it is caught early, but
growing drug resistance is becoming a major
problem in many areas. For this study, Amato’s
team worked with Rick Fairhurst, a professor at the
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases at the United States National Institute of
Health,  and carried out what is  known as a

genome-wide association study to look at the
genetic basis behind piperaquine resistance.

They looked at around 300 samples from
Cambodia, analyzing thousands of variations in
the DNA sequence of the parasites and comparing
these across samples with different levels of resist-
ance to piperaquine.

“By studying the genomes of these parasites
we found two genetic markers that are linked
with piperaquine resistance, “Amato said. “Not
only can we now use these markers to monitor
the spread of the drug resistant malaria, they will
also help towards understanding as much as pos-
sible about the biology and evolution of the
(malaria) parasite.” — Reuters

Study finds gene markers for drug-resistant malaria in Cambodia

WASHINGTON: In this Oct. 24, 2016 file photo, the HealthCare.gov 2017 web site home page is seen on a laptop. — AP

SAN JUAN: Puerto Rico’s health secretary
says a man in his 60s who died after devel-
oping severe neurological problems had
been infected with the Zika virus.

Health Secretary Ana Rius says it is
unclear whether the man had a paralysis
condition linked to Zika known as Guillain-
Barre. Her announcement Friday provided
no further details, including the man’s
name. Four other people infected with Zika

have died in recent months in Puerto Rico,
including two who developed complica-
tions from Guillain-Barre.

The US territory has recorded 32,740
Zika cases, including 2,516 pregnant
women. Last week, officials said a woman
infected with Zika became the first on the
island to give birth to a baby with micro-
cephaly. Medical experts have linked Zika
to severe birth defects. — AP

Puerto Rico man who had Zika, 

neurological problems dies

NEW YORK: Doctors have found a disturb-
ing downside to some powerful new drugs
that harness the immune system to fight
cancer: In rare cases, they may cause
potentially fatal heart damage, especially
when used together. “The problem is, no
one has this on their radar,” so patients are
not routinely checked for it, said Dr. Javid
Moslehi, head of a Vanderbilt University
clinic specializing in heart risks from cancer
therapies.

He led a report Wednesday in the New
England Journal of Medicine describing
two patients who died of heart trouble two
weeks after receiving their first doses of
two Bristol-Myers Squibb drugs, Opdivo
and Yervoy, for the deadly skin cancer
melanoma. Two similar drugs also are on
the market, and the study leaders believe
they might pose heart risks, too. “My sense
is that this is a class effect, not limited to
one drug,” Moslehi said.

The risks do not negate the huge bene-
fits of these relatively new types of drugs,
doctors stress. Called checkpoint inhibitors,
they have transformed treatment of several
types of cancer by helping the immune
system see and attack tumors.

Attacking muscles along with tumor
In rare cases, the immune system seems

to attack not only the tumor but also the
heart and other muscles, causing danger-
ous inflammation and heart rhythm prob-
lems. Patients need to be told of the risks,
monitored closely and treated quickly with
medicines to quell the immune response if
trouble develops.

Besides melanoma, the Opdivo-Yervoy
combination is used to treat some lung
cancers, though at different doses. Other
checkpoint inhibitors include Genentech’s
Tecentriq, for bladder cancer, and Merck &
Co.’s Keytruda, which former President
Jimmy Carter received for melanoma that

spread to his brain. Many more are in test-
ing. There have been occasional, previous
reports of heart troubles with these drugs.
After the two recent deaths, doctors asked
Bristol-Myers to check patient safety
records on Opdivo and Yervoy.

As of April, 18 cases of serious heart
inflammation were found among 20,594
patients receiving either or both drugs, a
rate of 0.09 percent. It was more severe and
more common among people on both
drugs, affecting 0.27 percent of those
patients. Bristol-Myers scientists helped
write the journal report, and some other
authors consult for the company.

Studies have shown that the drug com-
bination gives a stronger anti-cancer effect
than either drug alone, but “we’ve known
this is a double-edged sword” because of
the risk of over-stimulating the immune
system, said Dr. Jeffrey Sosman of
Northwestern University in Chicago, who
treated the two patients who died. “The big
question is, is there enough advantage to
using the combination, which is much
more toxic, than a single drug,” he said.

That’s a larger question facing the can-
cer field, not just with immune therapies.
Some of the newer gene-targeting drugs
also have produced major side effects
when used in combination. Yet many
doctors believe that combos may be the
best way to get cancer to go into remis-
sion and stay there longer, by shutting
down mult iple  pathways the tumor
employs at once.

Dr. Michael Atkins, deputy director of
the Georgetown-Lombardi Comprehensive
Cancer Center, believes the heart problems
with checkpoint inhibitors will turn out to
be treatable in most patients. “It just gives
us a moment of pause,” said Atkins, who led
a study that included one of the two
patients who died. “This is a rare event ...
but it’s a particularly serious one.” — AP

Some immune-boosting cancer 

drugs may pose rare heart risks

WASHINGTON: With deep divisions over
President Barack Obama’s health care law reap-
pearing in the election’s final days, a govern-
ment report shows that progress in reducing
the number of uninsured Americans has
slowed to a crawl.

The study released Thursday by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention suggests the
2010 law may be reaching a limit to its effective-
ness. The CDC said the number of uninsured
people dipped by only 200,000 between 2015
and the first six months of this year, which it
called “a no significant difference.” The findings
come from the National Health Interview Survey,
which has queried more than 48,000 people so
far this year.

While the Affordable Care Act has reduced
the number of Americans without health insur-
ance to historically low levels, continued
progress threatens to stall this year amid endur-
ing political disagreement over the govern-
ment’s role in guaranteeing coverage. “It has got
to be close to tapped out,” said Dan Witters,
director of a major private survey that also fol-
lows the health care law, the Gallup-Healthways
Well-Being Index.

The CDC study found that during 2015, an
estimated 28.6 million US  residents were unin-
sured. The corresponding number through the
first six months of 2016 was 28.4 million.

Alarming numbers
The sobering numbers come as the adminis-

tration seeks to whip up enthusiasm for the
2017 sign-up season, which started this week

and runs through Jan. 31. The White House
would like to hit a high note on health care to
close out Obama’s tenure.

But premiums are going up significantly in
HealthCare.gov’s subsidized markets, and con-
sumer choice is down with fewer insurers partic-
ipating. Health and Human Services Secretary
Sylvia Burwell has set a goal of enrolling about 1
million more customers for 2017, but outside
experts say that’s going to be a challenge. The
next president will inherit a program still in
search of stability.

Republican Donald Trump would pull the
plug on “Obamacare,” promising to start over.
Democrat Hillary Clinton has a list of ideas for
making insurance more affordable and covering
more people, but as president she’d need willing
Republican partners in Congress and the states.

The new survey offers a hint that the nation’s
historic coverage expansion may have actually
gone into reverse during part of this year. An
earlier CDC report covering just the first three
months of this year found that the number of
uninsured had been even lower, an estimated
27.3 million people - or a million fewer than the
six-month figure in the latest report.

Witters said that means it’s likely that the
period from April through June saw an increase
in the number of people without health insur-
ance. “It’s edged up,” he said. “These trends
always ebb and flow.” The CDC’s Emily Zammitti,
lead author of the report, said the study was
more of a snapshot than a trend line of progress
on the uninsured. “Whether it’s plateauing or not
... we can’t determine that,” she said.

Rate
The uninsured rate is 8.9 percent in the latest

CDC report, a few notches higher than 8.6 per-
cent in the earlier study. The Obama administra-
tion said it’s betting that the 2017 sign-up sea-
son will see more progress. “We’re feeling really
good that it continues to appear that the unin-
sured rate is below 9 percent this year,” HHS
spokeswoman Marjorie Connolly said.

Another notable finding from Thursday’s
report is that the share of Americans in high-
deductible health insurance plans keeps
increasing. That may help explain widespread
anxiety about affordability at a time when
overall health care spending is growing at a
moderate pace.

The CDC survey defines high-deductible cov-
erage as insurance that requires patients to pay
at least the first $1,300 of annual medical
expenses for an individual plan, or $2,600 for a
family. In the first six months of this year, 38.8
percent of persons under age 65 were in high-
deductible plans, an increase from 36.7 percent
in all of 2015, the survey found.

Employers started shifting workers and their
families to high-deductible plans before Obama
took office, and now that’s becoming the norm.
Many people are unhappy with the change, and
some public-opinion experts say that helps
explain the continued low ratings for Obama’s
health overhaul, even if it was not the cause.

Clinton has proposed a new tax credit for
people with high out-of-pocket medical costs,
while Trump wants to promote interstate com-
petition among insurers. — AP

NEW DELHI: Even for a city considered one of
the world’s most polluted, the Indian capital hit
a new low this past week. Air so dirty you can
taste and smell it; a gray haze that makes a gen-
tle stroll a serious health hazard.

According to one advocacy group, govern-
ment data shows that the smog that enveloped
New Delhi was the worst in the last 17 years. The
concentration of PM2.5, tiny particulate pollu-
tion that can clog lungs, averaged close to 700
micrograms per cubic meter. That’s 12 times the
government norm and a whopping 70 times the
WHO standards.

The Delhi winter, once a glorious time of clear
- crisp days that meant holidays and weekends
spent picnicking in its many public parks - is
now a time of annual health woes. As millions
struggle with hacking coughs and burning eyes,
many schools across the city have either shut
down or ended all outdoor activities. Doctors
have asked people to stay indoors during the
worst days.

No action taken
Yet many of the problems that turn Delhi’s air

so toxic continue unabated. People still set off
massive amounts of festival fireworks, piles of
garbage burn all night and dust from the con-
struction projects that dot the city is unchecked.
And at the start of every winter, farmers in the
states bordering the city begin burning straw

from their rice paddy crop to clear the fields for
planting wheat.

“Sources of pollution in Delhi and outside of
Delhi have exponentially increased in the last
couple of days,” said Polash Mukerjee, a research
associate with the Centre for Science and
Environment, a Delhi-based research and lobby-
ing organization.

He said that wind direction is blowing toward
Delhi from all directions, especially from Punjab
and Haryana, “where there are large incidences

of crop fires that we are detecting even today.”
Over the last two years, the government has

tried a slew of measures to control air pollution,
including stricter emission norms for cars and a
tax on diesel-fueled trucks that enter the city.
New Delhi also has attempted to limit the num-
ber of cars during the winter months, when air
quality is at its worst. Twice the city imposed a
two-week period in which cars were allowed on
the roads only on even or odd days, depending
on the vehicle’s license plate number. — AP

India’s capital grapples with 

toxic winter air pollution
COPENHAGEN: Governments must do
more to protect children from sophisti-
cated online methods used to market
unhealthy foods to them, the World
Health Organization in Europe said in a
report released Friday.

By using digital analytics and geo-
location data, companies were defining
their audience with great precision,
enabling them to target the most vul-
nerable groups of children, the UN
agency warned. 

And it urged governments to set a
minimum legal age of 16 for advertis-
ing foods high in fat, salt or sugar.
Current regulations about advertising
such foods often only apply to non-dig-
ital media, or only related to young
children and not adolescents, it said. “In
digital media, an extensive, highly-
complex system of advertising delivery
has evolved, through which marketers
can access much more specific audi-
ences than in the broadcast era,” the
report said. “For fast-food brands, geo-
location data from mobile devices
enable marketers to deliver ads and
special offers in real time when users
are in the area.”

The aim of the industry ’s digital
marketing was to “engage children in

emotional, entertaining experiences
and to encourage them to share these
experiences with their friends,” it said.
In the United States, the Children’s
Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA)
limits how much data can be collected
from young children, and bans “behav-
ioral advertising” directed at children
under 13 without parental notice and
consent.

But the agency said the law
appeared to be largely ineffective since
many parents gave their children per-
mission to play games or join certain
sites without realizing the implications
of allowing their children’s data to be
collected.

Social media platforms and mar-
keters have themselves reported that
social media marketing amplifies the
effects of broadcast marketing.

Establishing a minimum legal age
for such advertising must be accompa-
nied by “effective oversight and
enforcement by regulatory agencies,” it
said. “Children’s participation in digital
media should not be predicated on
receiving digital (high fat, sugar or salt
food) advertising, nor should it be
predicated on ‘devolving’ consent to
parents,” it said. — AFP

Progress reducing uninsured 

rate threatens to stall
Uninsured rate is 8.9 percent 

NEW DELHI: A thick layer of smog covers Connaught Place yesterday. — AP

WASHINGTON: A panel of federal health
advisers has narrowly recommended
approval for an experimental antibiotic
from Cempra Inc., a small North Carolina
drug maker. The Food and Drug
Administration’s outside experts voted
7-6 in favor of the drug, saying its effec-
tiveness outweighed risks of liver toxici-
ty seen in company studies. The vote is
nonbinding but the FDA often follows
the advice of its panelists.

Cempra is one of a handful of drug
makers developing new antibiotics amid
growing bacterial resistance to decades-
old drugs like penicillin.

On Wednesday Cempra shares
plunged more than 60 percent after the
FDA posted an online review highlight-
ing irregular liver enzyme measure-
ments reported with the drug, called
solithromycin. Shares rose 3 percent
before closing Friday. — AP

FDA panel narrowly 
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WASHINGTON: A simple Pap smear may
one day offer a way to screen for birth
defects a little earlier in pregnancy than
today’s prenatal tests.

Women typically get a Pap during
early pregnancy, and Wayne State
University researchers report
Wednesday that they can capture
enough fetal DNA from the cells that
test extracts to check for genetic abnor-
malities.

The new study is very small,  and
much more research is needed. But if
the approach eventually pans out,
researchers say it might be possible to
use as early as five weeks into pregnan-
cy and to detect more disorders nonin-
vasively.

Aside from better known chromo-
some abnormalities such as Down syn-
drome, “there are about 6,000 other
genetic disorders which we currently
have a hard time to assess noninvasively
and as early,” said Wayne State associate
professor Sascha Drewlo, co-author of
the study in Science Translational
Medicine. He calls defects caused by sin-
gle gene mutations “the biggest gap” in
prenatal testing.

Today’s main options are invasive
tests - amniocentesis and CVS, or chori-
onic villus sampling - that analyze a
sample of amniotic fluid or placenta tis-
sue. They carry a small risk of miscar-
riage. Amniocentesis typically is per-
formed around 15 weeks and CVS
around 10 weeks.

Noninvasive option 
A blood test offers a slightly earlier

and noninvasive option by analyzing
small amounts of fetal DNA that float in
a pregnant woman’s bloodstream.
Worrisome results are supposed to be
verified by an invasive test. Early diagno-
sis isn’t just about deciding whether to
go forward with a pregnancy but can

affect prenatal care and what care a
baby might need at birth.

It turns out that a small number of
cells containing DNA of the forming
fetus are shed into a mom-to-be’s repro-
ductive tract, where the scrape of a rou-
tine Pap can collect them along with the
woman’s own cervical cells. They’re
called trophoblasts, cells that start the
placenta’s growth.

The first challenge is to separate
those cells from mom’s. The Wayne State
team, led by Drewlo and Professor D.
Randall Armant, calls its method TRIC,
for trophoblast retrieval isolation from
the cervix.

They tested the approach in 20 preg-
nant women who had Paps between 5
weeks and 19 weeks gestation. The
researchers reported on Wednesday that
they could extract the trophoblasts and
accurately map the DNA inside, a step to
identifying genetic disorders.

That’s not the only potential use. The
researchers also are examining whether
these cells may offer a warning of brew-
ing problems with the placenta. The
work is intriguing but still preliminary,
said Dr.  Ronald Wapner,  a prenatal
screening specialist at Columbia
University.

Especially this early in pregnancy, “we
have to make sure the cells you get are
truly representative of what’s going on
in the fetus,” he said, something larger
tests could determine.

Dr. Catherine Spong of the National
Institutes of Health, which helped fund
the study, called the research “really
nicely done and helpful to the field,” but
echoed that caution. The placenta and
fetus both originate from the fertilized
egg and thus share a genetic profile, but
occasionally an abnormality occurs only
in the placenta. Spong said as the
research continues, it might shed more
light on placenta formation. — AP
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PRENZLAU, GERMANY: While the streets of
Warsaw have been engulfed by vehement
protests over the government’s plan to further
restrict abortion, individual Polish women are
struggling daily to find ways of ending their
unwanted pregnancies.

Monika, 19, had recently split up with her
boyfriend when she realized with horror that
she was pregnant. With no partner, no money
and years of education ahead, she felt an abor-
tion was her only option. But abortion in Poland
is illegal in most cases and even when she
tracked down a doctor rumored to bend the
rules, he refused.

So Monika did what many Polish women
before her have done - packed a bag, crossed
the border into Germany and had an abortion in
a place where it is safe and legal. Many have
also gone to the Czech Republic, Slovakia or the
Netherlands.

“I feel good now,” she told The Associated
Press from her hospital bed after ending her 7-
week pregnancy in Prenzlau, Germany. “I would
have had no one to leave the baby with and
would not have coped financially. I was not
ready to face this.”

Division
Poland, like the United States, is a society

deeply divided over abortion. The Central
European nation has one of the most restrictive
laws in Europe and a government loyal to the
Catholic church that wants to further restrict
abortions. But a recent attempt to impose a
total ban on abortion outraged many Polish
women who held street protests that forced
lawmakers to abandon that idea.

Now the ruling party is pushing for a near-
total ban - a move that seems to be creating
new support for abortion rights.

Another Polish woman having an abortion in
Prenzlau, 22-year-old Ewa, said the recent
protests made her aware that abortion was pos-
sible abroad. “Other women who wrote on the
internet about their experience helped me take

the decision,” she said. “I thought it would be
worse, but it’s OK now. I feel fine.” Both women
refused to give their full names or hometowns,
afraid of being identified and condemned back
home in the heavily Catholic nation.

In Poland, abortion is only allowed through
the 12th week in cases of rape or incest, if the
woman’s life or health is in danger or if the fetus
is irreparably damaged. Poland had 1,040 legal
abortions last year, but experts say the true
number of abortions is at about 150,000 per
year in the nation of 38 million. Women import
banned abortion pills from elsewhere, travel
abroad for the procedure or resort to secret,
unsafe abortions by non-medical people look-
ing to earn money.

Reproductive rights activists are denouncing
the Polish government’s plans for an even more
restrictive abortion law. The proposed change
would also ban abortions in cases of fetuses
with genetic defects like Down syndrome or
even if they have no chances of survival upon
birth. This way the born child can be “baptized,
buried (and) have a name,” ruling party leader
Jaroslaw Kaczynski said.

“Conscientious objectors”
In fact, even abortions allowed by law are

often denied to women due to a large number
of doctors who declare themselves “conscien-
tious objectors.” “The current law does not work
in practice,” said Krystyna Kacpura, the execu-
tive director of the Federation for Women and
Family Planning. “Women are clever and always
find a way to avoid government obstacles. We
are in the center of Europe; it’s easy to go by
train, plane, bus and car to another country.”

Karina Walinowicz, a lawyer with Ordo Iuris, a
Catholic group that has pushed unsuccessfully
for a total abortion ban, said the law plays an
important role in teaching people right from
wrong. “Abortion is homicide performed on a
person at a pre-natal stage when the person is
weakest, incapable of defense,” Walinowicz said.

A leading polling institute in Warsaw, CBOS,

estimates that at least one in four Polish women
have probably had an abortion, but very few
will admit to it.  Several young men speaking
Polish were in the waiting room at Prenzlau hos-
pital, but denied their partners were there for
abortions.

Monika was given an appointment within a
week of calling Dr. Janusz Rudzinski, a Pole who
lives in Germany and heads the hospital ’s
Department of Gynecological Oncology, Special
Operating Gynecology and Aesthetic Surgery.

During two hours that he spent with AP
reporters, Rudzinski answered at least eight
calls in Polish. Each time he assured the caller
that abortion is legal in Germany through the
12th week. He said the hospital performs about
20 abortions a week on Polish women. “This is
not the most pleasant procedure, but the thing
is, that if you have demand for them for some
reason or other, then someone must perform
them,” Rudzinski said, sitting by an ultrasound
machine.

In one case, a woman called from Poland’s
southeastern region of Rzeszow, saying she had
tried an abortion on herself using a wire and
had a high fever and acute abdominal pain.
Rudzinski suspected she was developing life-
threatening sepsis and told her to go immedi-
ately to a hospital.

Rudzinski also said a network called “the
abortion underground” has developed in
Poland, so the number of foreign abortions is
falling. “Three out of four (illegal) abortions are
now done in Poland, but not by doctors. Tailors,
shoemakers, artisans are performing them to
make money,” he said.

Since abortion pills are banned in Poland,
Rudzinski said some Polish women take pills for
stomach ulcers, which can provoke an abortion
but can also damage the fetus’ nervous system
if the pregnancy continues. Those pills can also
be fake. “My patients sometimes tell me they
have taken 50 pills, which is an almost lethal
dose, but they are doing fine, and the pregnan-
cies are continuing,” Rudzinski said. — AP

Scientists study if Pap smear 

could spot birth defects early  

Law pushes Polish women 

to have abortions abroad
A society deeply divided over abortion 

WARSAW: In this Oct. 3, 206 file photo a sea of thousands of umbrellas of women and men participating in a nationwide “Black Monday” strike
in protest of a legislative proposal for a total ban on abortion. — AP

WASHINGTON: Driving a gas-powered car
about 90 miles - the distance between New
York and Philadelphia - melts about a
square foot of Arctic sea ice in the critical
month of September, according to a new
study that directly links carbon pollution to
the amount of ice that’s thawing.

At current carbon emission levels, the
Arctic will likely be free of sea ice in
September around mid-century, which
could make weather even more extreme
and strand some polar animals, a study
published Thursday in the journal Science
finds.

The study calculates that for every ton of
carbon dioxide put in the air, there’s 29
square feet less of sea ice (for every metric
ton, there’s 3 square meters less) during the
crucial month when the Arctic region is
least frozen.  Using observations, statistics
and 30 different computer models, the
study authors show heat-trapping gases
cause warming and the melting of sea ice in
a way that can be translated into a simple
mathematical formula.

Clear linear relationship 
There’s “a very clear linear relationship”

between carbon dioxide emissions and sea
ice retreat in September, especially at the
southern boundary edges, said study lead
author Dirk Notz, a climate scientist at Max
Planck Institute for Meteorology in
Germany.

“It’s very simple. Those emissions from
our tailpipes and our coal-fired power
plants are all going into the atmosphere,”
said study co-author Julienne Stroeve, a cli-
mate scientist at both the National Snow
and Ice Data Center in Boulder, Colorado,
and University College, London. “It just
increases the warming at the surface. So the
ice is going to respond to that. The only way
it can do that is to move further north.”

Rutgers University marine scientist
Jennifer Francis, who wasn’t part of the
study, said the link is so clear and direct that
“we know beyond a shadow of a doubt that
Arctic sea ice is disappearing because of
increased carbon dioxide.”

Stroeve and Notz calculated that the
average American each year is responsible
for carbon emissions that lead to melting
around 538 square feet (50 square meters)
of September sea ice. “I’ve stood on sea ice
many times, and the idea that I’m responsi-
ble for 500 square feet of its destruction
each year is devastating,” University of
Washington climate scientist Cecilia Bitz,
who wasn’t part of the study but also
praised it, said in an email. “That is the size
of my front yard!”

On average, each September, there’s
about 33,670 square miles (87,200 square
kilometers) less Arctic sea ice than the year
before, although it varies year to year, accord-
ing to a 37-year trend line calculated by the
National Snow and Ice Data Center. —AP

Study links human actions to 

specific Arctic sea ice melt
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O rion Holding Co; Kuwait, owned
by Abdulaziz al Anezi &
Mohammed al Anezi opened their

third branch of renowned love restaurant
at the Avenues in the Jewelry section on
the 27th of October. Within a short span
of time, this group is gaining tremendous
popularity amongst the mass not only in
Kuwait but across the GCC for their
unique approach towards modern restau-
rants. This new restaurant opened its
door with a spectacular event attended
by celebrities from television industry,
dignitaries, social media influencers &
media representatives. This event kicked
off by a private menu tasting which was

purely on invitation from the owners’
office. 

Love as they describe “Love at first
bite” offers international cuisine with a
great emphasis on “made to order” food
using finest ingredients handpicked from
the market. Their seasoned culinary team
describes the food at Love as fast pro-
gressive cuisine which will take you
through an extravagant journey across
the globe. 40 new dishes, mastered over a
period of 4 months, have been added to
Love existing menu for the grand launch.
Some of Love’s signatures include
Knockout shrimps, Milk fed veal tips,
crossfire, brisket hazzleback and the list

goes on & on. 
Talking about the new outlet Abdulaziz

said “We are super exited to open our
third branch in the K town after a success-
ful launch of the same brand at Gate mall
& Divone (Abu al Hasania)”. He added:
“Keeping with our mission to deliver a
total dining experience to our guests, we
would be adding 2 more locations one in
Arraya (sharq) & another one in Sahara-
Muroj within a short span of next 3
months as well”.  

Located in the Avenues phase 3 in the
jewelry section, Love is open daily from
12 Pm up to 11 Pm. For reservations
please call +965 22200964.

Love restaurant opened its third branch in phase 3 

LOVE in the Avenues

Al Mulla Exchange Company is
initiating a unique promotion
for the Indian community to

let them enjoy wonderful prizes back
home. The promotion, starting from
06th November 2016 to 29th January
2017, will give customers transacting
to India a chance to win LED TVs,
refrigerators, washing machines and
electronic items of their choice deliv-
ered at their home address in India. 

One winner will be chosen every
week through an electronic draw,
and the prizes will be delivered to
the customers’ address in India
through their strategic partner and

leading electronic store Reliance
Digital. There will be a total of 12
lucky winners.  

Speaking to the media, Mr. Rakesh
Joshi, General Manager, Al Mulla
Exchange, said this is the first time
ever that a winner will receive the
prizes delivered in India. Explaining
the prizes, Mr. Joshi said the Indian
community is an important part of
our customer base and the latest
promotional initiative is part of an
ongoing scheme aimed at rewarding
our customers from Indian communi-
ty.  We are also running other promo-
tions for the Philippines and the

Jordanian communities in Kuwait.  
Al Mulla Exchange has a reputa-

tion for running exceptional promo-
tions to not only achieve business
objectives, but also as a token of grat-
itude to the customers. The company
has been recording tremendous suc-
cess in Kuwait, with a growing num-
ber of branches across the length and
breadth of the country. “We look at
our growth as the result of the trust
and support that our customers have
given us, and are extremely indebted
to them. This is our way of sharing a
part of our success and happiness
with them for their lasting loyalty.”

Yuba - the name given to a unique new restau-
rant created by Mohammed Bseiso; CEO of
Gourmania international. A company special-

ized in bringing us some of the most successful
restaurants in Kuwait (such as Fauchon Paris, Burger
& Lobster, Cereal Killer, Sakura, etc).

The newest addition to the Gourmania portfolio is
Yuba. A high level Japanese gourmet sushi and roba-
ta grill bar infused with a local twist of flavors and
ingredients from Kuwait and the region. A truly
unique experience awaits its patrons as even though
we have tens of Japanese restaurants; none have
aquariums with live seafood and none have a culi-
nary “sushi tour”; having the chef take you on a culi-
nary journey experiencing and learning things you
never knew about these Japanese delicacies.

“Quality is the focus of the concept” says MB; “I
personally admire Japanese cuisine because of its

focus on quality and its simplicity. However due to
high costs or difficulty in sourcing, there are many
dishes you never find in Kuwait. This is why I always
look forward to visiting Japanese restaurants when
I’m abroad, where these items are usually available. A
concept like Yuba will bring the experiences of
abroad right to your doorstep.”

Apart from the high quality ingredients, Yuba
prides itself in being able to create a unique balance
of flavours between the Arabian and the Japanese
cuisine in some of its signature dishes. You even have
the option of having your sushi and rolls using
Japanese quzi style rice. “I knew what I wanted as the
end result, however I didn’t expect to find the many
challenges in trying to add the local flare into the
dishes, as keeping the integrity of these 2 great
cuisines whilst having them uplift and complement
one another was quite challenging,” added MB.

‘Yuba’ gourmet level Japanese cuisine with 

a Local twist now in Crystal Tower

Glinks International
Consultancy (www.glinks-
group.com) after last year’s

remarkable success returns to
Kuwait to help those parents who
want their children to Study in
Canada. 

Attend Canadian Education
Information Session on
7thNovember(Monday)from 11am
to 5pm at Hotel Ibis Salmiya, Salem
Al Mubarak Street, Salmiya, Kuwait
and meet International Student
Recruitment Specialist.

Canada regularly ranks among
the top 10 countries in the United
Nations Quality of Life Index.
Canada’s universities are among the
world’s best and its educational insti-
tutions have long been incubators
for innovation. The BlackBerry, flat
screen technology, SMART boards,
voice compression applications for
cell phones and computers, and
IMAX film are among the many revo-
lutionary technologies invented and
developed by men and women who
studied in Canada.

Research and development at
universities in Canada is conducted
at one of the highest rates amongG8
countries.  A degree from Canada
gives students the qualifications to
be internationally successful after
graduation.

Glinks is here to help you in
deciding the right pathway for your
child’s education. Students studying
in Grade 7thonwards may visit with
their parents. Discover the immense
opportunities of studies, work and
settlement in Canada. 

Win electronic items in India, 

latest offer from Al Mulla Exchange
Great Education, Greater 

Careers - Study in Canada
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For the third consecutive year,
Hilton Kuwait Resort hosted
a Hilton Club Member’s open

day and run filled with a range of
fun outdoors activities.

The open day was held in the
hotel’s beach, where various dif-
ferent entertainments awaited
members, their families, and
friends. Guests had the opportuni-
ty to try out beach yoga, Zumba,
aerobics and spinning along with
other exciting activities, while a
magician amused the younger
ones with stunts and tricks.

Members were also invited to
join in the “Hilton Members Run”
for a 3.5km race around the hotel
between the resort’s stunning gar-
dens and beaches. To add to the
fun, winners and participants of
the run were rewarded with excit-
ing prizes.

In between the wide array of
activities, guests were able to
take a break and treat them-
selves with Hilton’s delicious
food and beverages.

“We are delighted to have host-
ed this event for the third year, as
it gives us the chance to give our
Hilton Club Members and their
families a really fun day out at our
property and reward them for
their participation,” said Ziad
Tantawi, General Manager of
Hilton Kuwait Resort.

The event was sponsored by
Refreshment Trading Company -
Coca Cola Kuwait Habchi &
Chalhoub Company and Be organ-
ic. The companies distributed
valuable gifts to the winners of
both the adult and children com-
petitions and as part of the raffle
draw. 

Hilton Kuwait Resort hosts third Open Day and Run for Hilton Club Members

NSH has been honored with the first Excellent CSR
Award for its humanitarian services. In a glittering
function conducted by TEF during the first excellent

engineering awards ceremony in Radisson Blu Hotel, NSH’s
HR Manager Pani J Anthony received the award from
Mohammed Ghazi Al Mutairi, KNPC’s CEO. Who appreciat-
ed the MNC’s efforts including the programs, UN
International day against drugs abuse for the youngsters,
UNESCO’s International Literacy Day, and national level

events for the student community. 
NSH Global Village Harmony is registered with the

Indian Embassy in Kuwait. The Deputy Chief of Mission of
Indian Embassy in Kuwait Shubashis Goldar appreciated
the yeomen services rendered by NSH. Pani was accompa-
nied by the vice president of NSH Global Village Harmony
D. Harikumar.  The moral support from the Managing
Director Dr Ravi Pillai, Country Manager Sabu and col-
leagues played a helping hand, Pani J Anthony said.

KNPC CEO presents NSH 

the Excellent CSR AWARD

Malabar Gold & Diamonds,
one of the leading jew-
ellery group with 159

retail outlets globally is organiz-
ing a free blood donation drive in
association with Kuwait Blood
Bank on 6th November, 2016
from 9 am to 1 pm at Lulu
Hypermarket, Dajeej, Kuwait. 

According to WHO, the need
for blood is rising in all parts of
the world and someone in the
world needs blood every second.
One donation can help to save
the lives of up to 3 people. The
main objective of this initiative is
to raise awareness among the
residents in Kuwait about the
importance of blood donation
and to encourage maximum peo-
ple to donate blood, with the
support of Kuwait Blood Bank. 

The unit will be equipped with
4 stations with a maximum
capacity to store blood from 150
people out of which 50 employ-
ees will be from Malabar Gold &
Diamonds who would donate

blood on a voluntary basis. Public
can be a part of this noble initia-
tive and blood can be donated
only after preliminary health
screening. Any healthy adult male
or female between the age of 18-
65 years, whose body weight is at
least 50 kg and is not under med-
ical treatment for any diseases
can be a donor. Blood donation
not only saves life, but it also
improves the health of the donor.

Aiming to ensure that quality
healthcare is accessible to every-
one, especially to those who can-
not afford expensive medical
care; Malabar Gold & Diamonds
has been conducting several such
health check-up & blood dona-
tion camps in different parts of
the Middle East & Far East in asso-
ciation with like-minded organi-
zations as a part of their CSR
activities.

‘I request all media to commu-
nicate about the blood donation
drive to the public so that more
people are aware of it. We thank

Kuwait Blood Bank for associating
with us for this noble cause, said
Mr. Shamlal Ahamed MP,
Managing Director - International
Operations, Malabar Gold &
Diamonds.

The group supports many phil-
anthropic activities and is always
ready to take initiatives to help
the deprived section in the socie-
ty. The key focus areas of the CSR
initiatives of Malabar Group are in
the areas of Health, Education,
Women Empowerment, Housing
and Environment. The group,
which currently has showrooms
across GCC, India, Malaysia and
Singapore undertakes several
welfare activities with the associ-
ation of like-minded organiza-
tions in the respective regions.
The organization ensures that a
fixed percentage of its net profit
is used for CSR activities every
year and the charity projects of
Malabar Gold & Diamonds have
touched the lives of thousands of
people. 

Malabar Gold & Diamonds associates

with Kuwait Blood Bank to conduct

free blood donation drive
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SUNSHINE ON LEITH ON OSN MOVIES HD COMEDY

JESSABELLE ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

04:00 Alex Of Venice
06:00 Pixels
08:00 The Imitation Game
10:00 Alex Of Venice
12:00 Ricki And The Flash
14:00 Tommy Cooper: Not Like
That, Like This
16:00 Life Of A King
18:00 Ant-Man
20:00 Big Game
22:00 Pay The Ghost
00:00 Sisters
02:00 The Homesman

04:50 The Yard
05:45 Monster Fish
06:40 Cold Water Gold
07:35 Mega Factories
08:30 World’s Most Extreme
09:25 Nazi World War Weird
10:20 No Man Left Behind
11:15 Locked Up Abroad
12:10 Airport Security: Colombia
13:05 4 Babies A Second

LIFE OF A KING ON OSN MOVIES HD

05:00 Bill & Ted’s Bogus Journey
07:00 Confessions Of A Shopaholic
09:00 Dickie Roberts: Former Child
Star
11:00 Bill & Ted’s Bogus Journey
13:00 A Lot Like Love
15:00 Sunshine on Leith
17:00 Dickie Roberts: Former Child
Star
19:00 Night At The Museum: Battle
Of The Smithsonian
21:00 The Invention Of Lying
23:00 Tales Of Halloween
01:00 Army Of Darkness
03:00 Night At The Museum: Battle
Of The Smithsonian

05:30 Gridiron Gang
07:45 War Horse
10:15 Parkland
12:00 Short Term 12
14:00 Half Of A Yellow Sun
16:00 Stone Markers
18:00 Parkland
20:00 Decoding Annie Parker
22:00 Calendar Girls
00:00 Ex Machina
02:00 Stone Markers

04:25 Deadliest Place On Earth
05:15 Mermaids: The New
Evidence
06:02 Hunt For Hogzilla
06:49 Extinct Or Alive: The
Tasmanian Tiger
07:36 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
08:00 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
08:25 My Cat From Hell
09:15 Operation Whale
10:10 Operation Whale
11:05 Tanked
12:00 Rugged Justice
12:55 Hello World!
13:20 Hello World!
13:50 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
14:15 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
14:45 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
15:10 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
15:40 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
16:05 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
16:35 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
17:00 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
17:30 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
17:55 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
18:25 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
18:50 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
19:20 Treehouse Masters
20:15 Operation Whale
21:10 Toucan Nation
22:05 Treehouse Masters
23:00 Mountain Monsters
23:55 Mermaids: The New
Evidence
00:50 Extinct Or Alive: The
Tasmanian Tiger
01:45 Killer Swarms
02:40 Deadliest Place On Earth
03:35 Rabid

04:15 Death In Paradise
05:10 Doctors
05:40 Eastenders
06:10 The Coroner
07:00 Doctors
07:30 Eastenders
08:00 Holby City
09:00 New Tricks
09:55 Doctor Who
10:45 Stella
11:35 Doctors
12:05 Eastenders
12:40 Death In Paradise
13:35 Doctor Who
14:30 Stella
15:15 Doctors
15:45 Eastenders
16:20 New Tricks
17:15 Doctor Who
18:10 Stella
19:00 Doctors
19:30 Eastenders
20:05 New Tricks
21:00 Wallander
22:40 Silent Witness
23:40 Orphan Black
00:25 Doctors
00:55 Eastenders
01:25 Wallander
03:05 Silent Witness

04:00 USA Memory
Championships
04:48 How Do They Do It?
05:12 How Do They Do It?
05:36 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Food Factory
06:24 Food Factory
06:48 Food Factory
07:12 Food Factory
07:36 Food Factory
08:00 How Do They Do It?
08:26 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
09:14 Redesign My Brain
10:02 Mind Control Freaks
10:26 Mind Control Freaks
10:50 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
11:38 USA Memory
Championships
12:26 Prototype This
13:14 Prototype This
14:02 Prototype This
14:50 Prototype This
15:38 Prototype This
16:26 Food Factory
16:50 Food Factory
17:14 Food Factory
17:38 Food Factory
18:02 Food Factory
18:26 How Do They Do It?
18:50 How Do They Do It?
19:15 How Do They Do It?
19:40 How Do They Do It?
20:05 How Do They Do It?
20:30 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
21:20 Redesign My Brain
22:10 Mind Control Freaks
22:35 Mind Control Freaks
23:00 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
23:50 USA Memory
Championships
00:40 Food Factory
01:05 Food Factory
01:30 Food Factory
01:55 Food Factory
02:20 Food Factory
02:45 How Do They Do It?
03:10 How Do They Do It?
03:35 How Do They Do It?

04:40 Christina Milian Turned Up
05:35 Christina Milian Turned Up
06:30 Celebrity Style Story
07:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
07:50 E! News
08:20 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
09:10 E! News
10:05 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
10:55 Botched
11:45 Botched
12:35 Botched
13:25 Botched
14:20 Botched
15:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:10 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
18:00 Rob & Chyna
19:00 Rob & Chyna
20:00 E! News
21:00 Rob & Chyna
22:00 Rob & Chyna
23:00 WAGs
00:00 Rob & Chyna
01:00 Rob & Chyna
01:55 WAGs
02:50 E! News
03:50 Botched

04:45 Secret Life Of Predators
05:40 South Africa
06:35 Animal Fight Club
07:30 Monster Fish
08:25 Monster Fish
09:20 Dangerous Encounters
10:15 Wild Russia
11:10 Animal Storm Squad
12:05 Wild 24
13:00 Bandit Patrol
13:55 World’s Creepiest Killers
14:50 Jobs That Bite!
15:45 Secret Life Of Predators
16:40 South Africa
17:35 South Africa
18:30 The Incredible Dr. Pol
19:25 Animal Superpowers
20:20 Secret Life Of Predators
21:10 South Africa
22:00 South Africa
22:50 The Incredible Dr. Pol
23:40 Animal Superpowers
00:30 Bandit Patrol
01:20 World’s Creepiest Killers
02:10 Jobs That Bite!
03:00 World’s Deadliest Animals
03:50 Caught In The Act

05:00 Apocalypse Pompeii
07:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
09:00 Batman vs. Robin
11:00 Grosse Pointe Blank
13:00 Deep Rising
15:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
17:00 The Babadook
19:00 Annabelle
21:00 Poltergeist
23:00 Jessabelle
01:00 Paranormal Activity: The
Marked Ones
03:00 Ouija

04:00 Workaholics
04:25 Catch A Contractor
04:50 Ridiculousness
05:15 Key And Peele
05:40 Ridiculousness
06:05 Ridiculousness

06:30 Impractical Jokers
06:55 Impractical Jokers
07:20 Tosh.0
07:50 Tosh.0
08:15 Hungry Investors
09:05 Ridiculousness
09:30 Ridiculousness
09:55 Impractical Jokers
10:20 Impractical Jokers
10:45 Nathan For You
11:10 Nathan For You
11:35 Ridiculousness
12:00 Catch A Contractor
12:25 Hungry Investors
13:15 Workaholics
13:40 Workaholics
14:05 Impractical Jokers
14:30 Impractical Jokers
14:55 Ridiculousness
15:20 Ridiculousness
15:45 Coaching Bad
16:35 Tosh.0
17:00 Tosh.0
17:30 Nathan For You
17:55 Nathan For You
18:25 Workaholics
18:50 Tattoo Disasters
19:15 Tattoo Disasters
19:39 Ridiculousness
20:03 Ridiculousness
20:27 Impractical Jokers
20:50 Impractical Jokers
21:13 TUT
22:00 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
22:30 John Oliver’s New York
Stand Up Show
23:18 Broad City
23:42 Tosh.0
00:05 Lip Sync Battle
00:30 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah
01:00 John Oliver’s New York
Stand Up Show
01:50 South Park
02:15 Tosh.0
02:40 The Daily Show With Trevor
Noah

03:05 David Spade: My Fake
Problems

04:15 Jungle Gold
05:05 Jungle Gold
06:00 Jungle Gold
07:00 Deadliest Catch
07:50 For The Love Of Cars
08:40 Fast N’ Loud
09:30 Gold Divers
10:20 Garage Gold
10:45 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
11:10 How Do They Do It?
11:35 Harley And The Davidsons
13:15 Fire In The Hole
14:05 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
14:30 Storage Hunters
14:55 Garage Gold
15:20 Gold Divers
16:10 Alaskan Bush People
17:00 Deadliest Catch
17:50 Fast N’ Loud
18:40 For The Love Of Cars
19:30 How It’s Made: Dream Cars
19:55 How Do They Do It?
20:20 Gold Divers
21:10 Storage Hunters
21:35 Garage Gold
22:00 Extreme Car Hoarders
22:50 Built To Survive
23:40 Treasure Quest: Snake
Island
00:30 Fast N’ Loud
01:20 For The Love Of Cars
02:10 Extreme Car Hoarders
03:00 Built To Survive
03:50 Treasure Quest: Snake
Island

04:00 Storm Chasers
04:50 Ultimate Survival
05:40 Ultimate Survival
06:30 Ultimate Survival
07:20 How It’s Made
07:40 How It’s Made
08:00 Kenny The Shark
08:25 Kenny The Shark
08:50 Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild
09:15 Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild
09:40 How It’s Made
10:05 How It’s Made
10:30 How It’s Made
10:55 How It’s Made
11:20 How It’s Made
11:45 How It’s Made
12:10 How It’s Made
12:35 How It’s Made
13:00 How It’s Made
13:25 How It’s Made
13:50 Ultimate Survival
14:40 Ultimate Survival
15:30 Ultimate Survival
16:20 Ultimate Survival
17:10 Ultimate Survival
18:00 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
18:50 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
19:40 Bear Grylls Survival School
20:05 Bear Grylls Survival School
20:30 Prehistoric
21:20 Clash Of The Dinosaurs
22:10 Curiosity: Megastorm
23:00 What Happened Next?
23:25 What Happened Next?
23:50 What Happened Next?
00:15 What Happened Next?
00:40 What Happened Next?
01:05 What Happened Next?
01:30 What Could Possibly Go

Wrong?
02:20 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
03:10 Storm Chasers

04:00 Surviving Evil
04:48 I Almost Got Away With It
05:36 I Almost Got Away With It
06:24 I Almost Got Away With It
07:12 I Almost Got Away With It
08:00 Nightmare Next Door
08:50 Nightmare Next Door
09:40 Nightmare Next Door
10:30 Nightmare Next Door
11:20 Nightmare Next Door
12:10 Obsession: Dark Desires
13:00 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
13:25 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
13:50 Deadly Affairs
14:40 Deadly Affairs
15:30 Deadly Affairs
16:20 Deadly Affairs
17:10 Obsession: Dark Desires
18:00 I’d Kill For You
18:50 I’d Kill For You
19:40 I’d Kill For You
20:30 I’d Kill For You
21:20 I’d Kill For You
22:10 California Investigator
22:35 California Investigator
23:00 The Vanishing Women
23:50 Deadline: Crime With Tamron
Hall
00:40 The Coroner: I Speak For
The Dead
01:30 A Haunting
02:20 Alaska Haunting
03:10 The Vanishing Women

04:15 The Hive
04:20 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:45 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
05:10 Hank Zipzer
05:35 Binny And The Ghost
06:00 Violetta
06:45 The Hive
06:50 Mouk
07:00 Jessie
07:25 Jessie
07:50 Tsum Tsum Shorts
07:55 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
08:20 Star Darlings
08:25 Austin & Ally
08:50 Disney Mickey Mouse
08:55 Jessie
09:20 Descendants Wicked World
09:25 Backstage
09:50 Star Darlings
09:55 Alex & Co.
10:20 Disney Mickey Mouse
10:25 Girl Meets World
10:50 Stuck In The Middle
11:15 Liv And Maddie
11:40 Cheetah Girls: One World
13:05 The 7D

13:20 That’s So Raven
13:45 That’s So Raven
14:10 That’s So Raven
14:35 That’s So Raven
15:00 That’s So Raven
15:25 Austin & Ally
15:50 Austin & Ally
16:15 Disney Cookabout
16:40 Bunk’d
17:05 Descendants Wicked World
17:10 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
17:35 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
18:00 Gravity Falls
18:25 Teen Beach 2
20:00 Star Darlings
20:05 Austin & Ally
20:30 Jessie
20:55 Liv And Maddie
21:20 Best Friends Whenever
21:45 Good Luck Charlie
22:10 H2O: Just Add Water
22:35 H2O: Just Add Water
23:00 Binny And The Ghost
23:25 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
00:10 Hank Zipzer
00:35 Binny And The Ghost
01:00 Violetta
01:45 The Hive
01:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
02:15 Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
02:40 Hank Zipzer
03:05 Binny And The Ghost
03:30 Violetta

04:10 Henry Hugglemonster
04:20 Calimero
04:35 Zou
04:45 Loopdidoo

05:00 Art Attack
05:25 Henry Hugglemonster
05:35 Calimero
05:50 Zou
06:00 Loopdidoo
06:15 Art Attack
06:35 Henry Hugglemonster
06:50 Calimero
07:00 Zou
07:20 Loopdidoo
07:35 Art Attack
08:00 The Hive
08:10 Zou
08:25 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
08:50 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
09:00 Sofia The First
09:30 Goldie & Bear
10:00 PJ Masks
10:30 Doc McStuffins
11:00 Sofia The First
11:30 Goldie & Bear
12:00 Miles From Tomorrow
12:30 PJ Masks

13:00 Goldie & Bear
13:15 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
13:40 Miles From Tomorrow
14:00 Sofia The First
14:30 Goldie & Bear
15:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
15:30 The Lion Guard
16:00 PJ Masks
16:30 Sofia The First
17:00 Doc McStuffins
17:30 Goldie & Bear
18:00 PJ Masks
18:30 The Lion Guard
19:00 Goldie & Bear
19:30 Goldie & Bear
20:00 PJ Masks
20:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
21:00 Doc McStuffins
21:30 Sofia The First
22:00 The Lion Guard
22:30 The Lion Guard
23:00 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
23:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
00:00 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
00:05 Henry Hugglemonster
00:20 Calimero
00:35 Zou
00:50 Loopdidoo
01:05 Art Attack
01:30 Henry Hugglemonster
01:45 Calimero
02:00 Zou
02:15 Loopdidoo
02:30 Art Attack
03:00 Calimero
03:15 Zou
03:30 Loopdidoo
03:45 Art Attack

07:00 Boyster
07:10 Super Matrak

07:35 Super Matrak
08:00 Danger Mouse
08:25 K.C. Undercover
08:50 Guardians Of The Galaxy
09:15 Supa Strikas
09:40 Kirby Buckets
10:10 Ratatouille
12:05 Danger Mouse
12:20 Supa Strikas
12:45 Supa Strikas
13:10 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
13:35 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
14:00 Phineas & Ferb: Mission
Marvel
14:55 Gravity Falls
15:20 Gravity Falls
15:45 Danger Mouse
16:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
16:15 Counterfeit Cat
16:40 Supa Strikas
17:05 Supa Strikas
17:30 Supa Strikas
17:55 Supa Strikas
18:25 Supa Strikas
18:50 Danger Mouse
19:15 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
19:40 Counterfeit Cat
20:05 Counterfeit Cat
20:10 Gravity Falls
20:35 Pickle And Peanut
21:00 Lab Rats
21:25 Supa Strikas
21:55 K.C. Undercover
22:20 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
22:45 Guardians Of The Galaxy
23:10 Marvel Avengers Assemble
23:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
00:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am
KSA

04:10 Counting Cars: Best Of
04:35 Counting Cars: Best Of
05:00 Shipping Wars
05:30 Shipping Wars
06:00 Time Team
07:00 Shipping Wars
07:25 Shipping Wars
07:50 American Pickers
08:40 Ax Men
09:30 American Restoration
09:55 Counting Cars
10:20 Counting Cars
10:45 Ice Road Truckers
11:35 American Restoration
12:25 Battle 360
13:15 Mountain Men
14:05 The Curse Of Oak Island
14:55 Storage Wars: Best Of
15:20 Storage Wars: Best Of
15:45 Alone
16:35 Shipping Wars
17:00 Ax Men
17:50 Storage Wars Miami
18:15 Storage Wars Texas
18:40 The Curse Of Oak Island
19:30 Battle 360
20:20 American Pickers
21:10 Pawn Stars
21:35 Pawn Stars
22:00 Pawn Stars

22:25 Pawn Stars
22:50 Pawn Stars South Africa
23:15 Pawn Stars South Africa
23:40 Mankind The Story Of All Of
Us
00:30 Pawn Stars
00:55 Pawn Stars
01:20 Pawn Stars South Africa
01:45 Pawn Stars South Africa
02:10 American Restoration
03:00 Swamp People
03:50 Ice Road Truckers

04:05 Coronation Street
04:30 Coronation Street
04:55 Coronation Street
05:15 The Chase
06:10 The Chase
07:05 The Jonathan Ross Show
07:55 Paul O’grady’s Animal
Orphans
08:45 Grantchester
09:40 Tonight At The London
Palladium
10:35 Murdoch Mysteries
11:30 Murdoch Mysteries
12:20 Murdoch Mysteries
13:15 Catchphrase
13:45 Paul O’grady’s Animal
Orphans
14:40 Victoria
15:35 Royal Stories
16:00 Tonight At The London
Palladium
16:55 Catchphrase
17:30 The Jonathan Ross Show
18:20 Grantchester
19:10 The Chase
20:05 Victoria
21:00 Tonight At The London
Palladium
21:55 Catchphrase
22:30 The Jonathan Ross Show
23:25 Cameraman To The Queen

00:15 Royal Stories
00:40 Coronation Street
01:10 Who’s Doing The Dishes?
02:00 Emmerdale
02:30 Emmerdale
03:00 Coronation Street
03:30 The Chase

04:05 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
04:55 The Food Files
05:20 Testing The Menu With Nic
Watt
05:45 Delinquent Gourmet
06:10 Street Food Around The
World
06:35 Confucius Was A Foodie
07:25 Poh & Co
07:50 Croatia’s Finest
08:15 Croatia’s Finest
08:40 Carnival Eats
09:05 Charlie Luxton’s Homes By
The Sea
09:55 Delinquent Gourmet
10:20 Raw Travel
10:45 Raw Travel
11:10 Tales From The Bush Larder
11:35 Tales From The Bush Larder
12:00 Poh & Co
12:25 Poh & Co
12:50 Dog Whisperer
13:40 Andy And Ben Eat The World
14:05 Eat: The Story Of Food
15:00 A Marriage Of Flavours
15:30 A Marriage Of Flavours
15:55 Poh & Co
16:25 Poh & Co
16:50 The Food Files
17:20 Delinquent Gourmet
17:45 American Food Battle
18:15 Street Food Around The
World
18:40 David Rocco’s Dolce India
19:10 Top Tables, Top Cities
19:35 Maximum Foodie
20:05 Poh & Co
20:30 Poh & Co
21:00 The Food Files
21:25 Delinquent Gourmet
21:50 American Food Battle
22:15 Street Food Around The
World
22:40 David Rocco’s Dolce India
23:05 Top Tables, Top Cities
23:30 Maximum Foodie
23:55 Andy And Ben Eat The World
00:20 Eat: The Story Of Food
01:10 A Marriage Of Flavours
01:35 A Marriage Of Flavours
02:00 Glamour Puds
02:25 Croatia’s Finest
02:50 Croatia’s Finest
03:15 Eat Street
03:40 Valentine Warner Eats
Scandinavia

14:00 Dog Whisperer
15:00 Dog Whisperer
16:00 Yukon Gold
17:00 Wicked Tuna: North vs.
South
18:00 Facing...
19:00 Nazi World War Weird
20:00 Yukon Gold
21:00 Wicked Tuna: North vs.
South
21:50 Facing...
22:40 Nazi World War Weird
23:30 Yukon Gold
00:20 Family Guns
01:10 Wicked Tuna: North vs.
South
02:00 Facing...
03:00 Nazi World War Weird
03:55 Yukon Gold

04:00 Grimm
05:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
06:00 Good Morning America -
Weekend
07:00 The Amazing Race
08:00 DC’s Legends Of Tomorrow
09:00 Rosewood
10:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
11:00 The Amazing Race
12:00 DC’s Legends Of Tomorrow
13:00 Rosewood
14:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
15:00 Marvel’s Agent Carter
16:00 Live Good Morning America -
Weekend
17:00 The Blacklist
18:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 Rosewood
20:00 Containment
21:00 This Is Us
22:00 Notorious
23:00 How To Get Away With
Murder
00:00 Bates Motel
01:00 Prison Break
02:00 Notorious
03:00 How To Get Away With
Murder
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KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY (03/11/2016
TO 09/11/2016)

SHARQIA-1
AMERICAN PASTORAL 1:15 PM
TROLLS 1:30 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 3:30 PM
NO THU+FRI+SAT
TROLLS 3:45 PM
THU+FRI+SAT
TROLLS 5:45 PM
TROLLS 7:45 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 9:45 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 12:05 AM

SHARQIA-2
DOCTOR STRANGE   -3D 12:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 2:30 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE   -3D 5:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 7:30 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE   -3D 10:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:30 AM

SHARQIA-3
THE ACCOUNTANT 11:30 AM
UNDER THE SHADOW 2:15 PM
THE ACCOUNTANT 4:15 PM
AE DIL HAI MUSHKIL -Hindi 7:00 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 10:00 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-1
JACK REACHER: NEVER GO BACK 11:30 AM
THE ACCOUNTANT 1:45 PM
THE 9th LIFE OF LOUIS DRAX 4:15 PM
AE DIL HAI MUSHKIL -Hindi 6:30 PM
THE 9th LIFE OF LOUIS DRAX 9:30 PM
THE ACCOUNTANT 11:45 PM

MUHALAB-2
DOCTOR STRANGE 1:00 PM
NO FRI+SAT
TROLLS 1:30 PM
FRI+SAT
TROLLS 3:30 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 5:30 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 8:00 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 10:15 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE   -3D 2:30 PM
TROLLS   - 3D 5:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 7:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE   -3D 9:30 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:05 AM

FANAR-1
JACK REACHER: NEVER GO BACK 11:45 AM
JACK REACHER: NEVER GO BACK 2:15 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 4:45 PM
KILL KANE 6:45 PM
HAMLET FRAZER 8:30 PM

KILL KANE 11:00 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 12:45 AM

FANAR-2
THE 9th LIFE OF LOUIS DRAX 1:00 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 3:15 PM
THE 9th LIFE OF LOUIS DRAX 5:30 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 7:45 PM
THE 9th LIFE OF LOUIS DRAX 10:00 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 12:15 AM

FANAR-3
AE DIL HAI MUSHKIL -Hindi 12:00 PM
AE DIL HAI MUSHKIL -Hindi 3:00 PM
AE DIL HAI MUSHKIL -Hindi 6:00 PM
AE DIL HAI MUSHKIL -Hindi 9:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:05 AM

FANAR-4
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:45 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 3:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 5:30 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 8:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 10:30 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 1:00 AM

FANAR-5
THE ACCOUNTANT 1:15 PM
NO FRI+SAT
TROLLS 1:45 PM
FRI+SAT
TROLLS 3:45 PM
TROLLS 5:45 PM
TROLLS 7:45 PM
THE ACCOUNTANT 9:45 PM
THE ACCOUNTANT 12:15 AM

MARINA-1
THE ACCOUNTANT 11:30 AM
JACK REACHER: NEVER GO BACK 2:00 PM
NO FRI+SAT+MON
TROLLS 2:15 PM
FRI+SAT+MON
OUIJA: ORIGIN OF EVIL 4:15 PM
SUN+TUE+WED
TROLLS 4:15 PM
THU+FRI+SAT+MON
TROLLS 6:15 PM
OUIJA: ORIGIN OF EVIL 8:15 PM
THE ACCOUNTANT 10:15 PM
THE ACCOUNTANT 12:45 AM

MARINA-2
AMERICAN PASTORAL 11:30 AM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 1:30 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 3:45 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 6:00 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 8:15 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 10:15 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 12:15 AM

MARINA-3
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 2:30 PM
TROLLS 5:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 7:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 9:30 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:05 AM

AVENUES-1
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:00 PM
HAMLET FRAZER 2:30 PM
HAMLET FRAZER 5:00 PM
HAMLET FRAZER 7:30 PM
HAMLET FRAZER 10:00 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 12:30 AM

AVENUES-2
DOCTOR STRANGE- 3D 4DX 12:30 PM
TROLLS   - 3D 4DX 3:00 PM
TROLLS   - 3D 4DX 5:15 PM
TROLLS   - 3D 4DX 7:30 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE- 3D 4DX 9:45 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE- 3D 4DX 12:15 AM

AVENUES-3
THE ACCOUNTANT 1:00 PM
NO FRI
TROLLS 1:30 PM
PULI MURUGAN - Malayalam 3:30 PM
PULI MURUGAN - Malayalam 6:45 PM
PULI MURUGAN - Malayalam 10:00 PM
OUIJA: ORIGIN OF EVIL 1:15 AM

AVENUES-4
DOCTOR STRANGE 11:45 AM
DOCTOR STRANGE 2:15 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 4:45 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 7:15 PM
Special Show “DOCTOR STRANGE” 7:15 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 9:45 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:15 AM

AVENUES-5
AMERICAN PASTORAL 12:30 PM
AE DIL HAI MUSHKIL -Hindi 2:45 PM
TROLLS   - 3D 6:00 PM
AE DIL HAI MUSHKIL -Hindi 8:15 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 11:30 PM

360º- 1
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE   -3D 2:45 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 5:15 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE   -3D 7:45 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 10:15 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:45 AM

360º- 2
LAF WA DAWARAN 1:30 PM
LAF WA DAWARAN 4:00 PM
HAMLET FRAZER 6:30 PM

HAMLET FRAZER 9:00 PM
HAMLET FRAZER 11:30 PM

360º- 3
UNDER THE SHADOW 1:15 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 3:15 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 5:15 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 7:15 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 9:15 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 11:15 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 1:15 AM

AL-KOUT.1
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 2:30 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 5:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 7:30 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 10:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.2
AMERICAN PASTORAL 11:45 AM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 2:15 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 4:45 PM
HAMLET FRAZER 7:00 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 9:30 PM
AMERICAN PASTORAL 11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.3
THE 9th LIFE OF LOUIS DRAX 11:45 AM
THE 9th LIFE OF LOUIS DRAX 2:00 PM
NO FRI+SAT
TROLLS 2:15 PM
FRI+SAT
TROLLS   - 3D 4:15 PM
TROLLS 6:15 PM
THE 9th LIFE OF LOUIS DRAX 8:15 PM
THE 9th LIFE OF LOUIS DRAX 10:30 PM
THE 9th LIFE OF LOUIS DRAX 12:45 AM

AL-KOUT.4
JACK REACHER: NEVER GO BACK 12:00 PM
KILL KANE 2:30 PM
JACK REACHER: NEVER GO BACK 4:30 PM
KILL KANE 7:15 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 9:15 PM
KILL KANE 11:15 PM
UNDER THE SHADOW 1:00 AM

BAIRAQ-1
DOCTOR STRANGE   -3D 12:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE   -3D 2:30 PM
NO FRI+SAT
TROLLS   - 3D 3:00 PM
FRI+SAT
TROLLS   - 3D 5:00 PM
TROLLS   - 3D 7:00 PM
TROLLS 9:00 PM
DOCTOR STRANGE   -3D 11:00 PM

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 04:43
Shorook 06:04
Duhr: 11:32
Asr: 14:36
Maghrib: 16:59
Isha: 18:18

Arrival Flights on Sunday 6/11/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
KAC 776 Riyadh 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
THY 772 Istanbul 00:55
KAC 102 London 00:55
MSC 411 Asyut 01:00
KAC 742 Dammam 01:00
RJA 642 Amman 01:05
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
THY 764 Istanbul 01:50
DLH 635 Doha 01:55
PGT 858 Istanbul 02:00
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 02:05
MSC 405 Sohag 02:30
KAC 514 Tehran 04:35
UAE 873 Dubai 04:55
KAC 284 Dhaka 04:55
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:20
KAC 354 BLR 05:20
QTR 8511 Doha 05:45
THY 770 Istanbul 05:55
KAC 384 Delhi 06:05
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:20
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 06:25
BAW 157 London 06:40
FDB 053 Dubai 07:45
KAC 302 Mumbai 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:40
KAC 382 Delhi 08:45
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
KAC 362 Colombo 09:05
KAC 352 Kochi 09:10
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:40
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 10:00
IRC 528 Ahwaz 10:05
MSC 415 Sohag 10:15
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
SYR 341 Damascus 11:00
KAC 774 Riyadh 11:05
MSC 403 Asyut 11:15
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
KAC 618 Doha 11:50
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
KAC 744 Dammam 12:10
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30
JZR 561 Sohag 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
KAC 680 Dubai 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 13:30
KAC 564 Amman 13:40
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:40
KAC 542 Cairo 14:45

KAC 672 Dubai 14:50
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 662 Abu Dhabi 15:05
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
OMA 645 Muscat 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:50
KAC 154 Istanbul 15:55
QTR 1072 Doha 16:10
KAC 788 Jeddah 16:20
FDB 051 Dubai 16:25
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:25
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
KAC 792 Madinah 16:55
KAC 118 New York 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:45
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
FDB 063 Dubai 18:10
KAC 502 Beirut 18:20
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:25
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
JZR 483 Istanbul 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
KAC 104 London 19:50
KAC 694 Muscat 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:10
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
KAC 562 Amman 20:40
MSR 606 Luxor 20:45
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:45
KAC 172 Frankfurt 20:45
FDB 053 Dubai 20:50
JAI 572 Mumbai 20:55
KAC 786 Jeddah 21:15
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
ALK 229 Colombo 21:25
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KAC 676 Dubai 21:45
QTR 1082 Doha 22:00
KLM 417 Amsterdam 22:05
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
JZR 241 Amman 22:45
JZR 185 Dubai 23:15
KAC 156 Istanbul 23:25
KAC 544 Cairo 23:30
PIA 205 Lahore 23:40
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:50
BBC 043 Dhaka 23:50

Departure Flights on Sunday 6/11/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time 
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
KAC 513 Tehran 00:10
FDB 072 Dubai 00:40

JAI 573 Mumbai 00:50
MSC 412 Asyut 01:55
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
THY 773 Istanbul 02:25
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
PGT 859 Istanbul 03:35
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
KKK 6505 Istanbul 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55
THY 765 Istanbul 04:00
FDB 068 Dubai 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSC 406 Sohag 04:30
QTR 1077 Doha 04:40
KAC 103 London 04:45
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:55
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
CEB 0015 Manila 05:20
QTR 1087 Doha 05:50
JZR 560 Sohag 06:05
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
KAC 153 Istanbul 06:50
UAE 874 Dubai 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
KAC 171 Frankfurt 07:05
RJA 643 Amman 07:05
KAC 541 Cairo 07:15
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
QTR 8512 Doha 07:15
KAC 773 Riyadh 07:30
KAC 563 Amman 08:00
KAC 617 Doha 08:00
KAC 679 Dubai 08:10
BAW 156 London 08:55
FDB 054 Dubai 08:55
KAC 743 Dammam 09:00
KAC 101 London 09:45
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:55
UAE 856 Dubai 09:55
KAC 501 Beirut 10:00
KAC 671 Dubai 10:05
KAC 613 Bahrain 10:10
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:10
KAC 661 Abu Dhabi 10:35
JZR 482 Istanbul 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:40
SVA 513 Riyadh 11:00
IRC 529 Ahwaz 11:05
MSC 416 Sohag 11:15
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
SYR 342 Damascus 12:00
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:05
KAC 791 Madinah 12:05
MSC 404 Asyut 12:15
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
JZR 176 Dubai 13:45

KAC 155 Istanbul 13:50
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 693 Muscat 14:30
KAC 561 Amman 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:10
KAC 785 Jeddah 15:15
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:25
QTR 1079 Doha 15:40
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KAC 543 Cairo 16:00
KAC 283 Dhaka 16:15
KAC 357 Kochi 16:20
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:30
OMA 646 Muscat 16:35
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
JZR 240 Amman 17:15
FDB 052 Dubai 17:25
KAC 363 Colombo 17:40
QTR 1073 Doha 17:40
JZR 538 Cairo 17:45
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
KAC 331 Trivandrum 18:00
KAC 353 BLR 18:15
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:40
FDB 064 Dubai 19:05
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:15
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
QTR 1081 Doha 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:05
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
KAC 383 Delhi 20:30
KAC 775 Riyadh 20:45
OMA 648 Muscat 21:10
KAC 205 Islamabad 21:25
QTR 1089 Doha 21:35
DLH 634 Doha 21:35
KAC 741 Dammam 21:45
MSR 619 Alexandria 21:45
FDB 054 Dubai 21:50
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
JAI 571 Mumbai 21:55
KAC 351 Kochi 22:00
KAC 783 Jeddah 22:10
KAC 413 Bangkok 22:15
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:45
KAC 381 Delhi 22:45
JZR 502 Luxor 22:55
UAE 860 Dubai 22:55
KLM 417 Dammam/Amsterdam 23:05

LOST

ACCOMMODATIONSITUATION VACANT

Original document policy
No. 633003255, Mohammad
Abid S/o Mirza Mohammad
Yousif, DV the State Life
Insurance Corporation of
Pakistan, Gulf Zone is report-
ed to have been lost. Anyone
finding the same or claiming
any interest in it should com-
municate with the Manager
Kuwait State Life office - Ph:
22452208. (C 5226)
1-11-2016

Room for rent with bath-
room available anytime in
Hawally, Tunis street, oppo-
site Rehab Complex only
ladies preferably Filipina.
Tel: 66168846.
2-11-2016

Wanted educated house-
maid for Kuwaiti family.
Transferable 20 visa, mini-
mum three years experi-
ence, fluent English reading
& writing. Phone: 24828333,
Fax: 22458742. (C 5227)
3-11-2016

R   E   Q   U   I   R   E   D
Experienced

OUTDOOR SALES
for wooden modern shades

Please send CV to: info@alwazzanregional.com

or fax: 22915290



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2016

Your love of truth makes philosophy and religious ideas a lifelong habit. You
appreciate things of a global or universal level and travel or studies of for-

eign lands could be a part of this interest. You may enjoy the company of friends this after-
noon. Appearances mean little to you and you value honesty and sincerity in friends and
partners. This is a time when you may feel very passionate or your feelings, emotions and
basic life urges undergo change. You feel more personal and direct and find that you
waste less time with hurt feelings than before. Your home environment, friends and sur-

roundings in general get attention and receive encouragement. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

An outgoing and very expressive cycle of experience has begun for you
this weekend. Now more than ever, you want to be admired and appreciated by oth-
ers. You may find yourself looking forward to trying your wings at some sort of enter-
tainment or performing some activity in front of those you love. This could mean
sports, cooking, acting, comedy or a multitude of other things that fit into what makes
up your persona. Much mental busywork goes on today and practice for this or some
other event may continue, if not acted out physically or mentally. It is good to be pre-
pared, but it is also good to have fun. Remember, whatever you want to say, do or
relate to others, it must be something you enjoy; so act like it; smile! Friends and family
will join you.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

A peaceful atmosphere is deeply satisfying and a simply cozy house is
where you want to place your attention for this day. There may be needed repairs or
chores, but you will be able to handle whatever you have planned and may even get
some help with some of your chores. Two or three people can make the work move along
much faster-particularly with some fun music in the background. You will find that others
are willing to help if they want to attend a performance later today, such as a circus or play,
or see a new exhibit at the museum. Outdoor activity is rejuvenating and when enjoyed
with other people, this day may become one of those lifelong memories. There are always
hiking, bicycling, bird watching, canoeing, fishing, etc.   

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You may be able to bring the family or perhaps a group of your friends
together to enjoy a play, a music performance or an art exhibit. Achievement of your own
poetry or art may be possible now. Creative endeavors and accomplishments are catching
and you may find that in a family or in a group of friends, there will be several to express
the same sort of talent. Take some time today to teach your art, skill or attitude to those
who want to learn. There are no arguments other than which restaurant to go to or which
road to take and you are very pleased that your friends or family, or both, get along as well
as they do. You may decide to make plans to have everyone together at the end of this
month. There are lots of things for which to be thankful.                 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

There is a tendency toward isolation today but it is not a negative activity.
This is actually a good time to use all the positive energy around you and regain your ener-
gy-relaxation-good smells. Naps are not bad, just a fun way to replenish your energies,
especially if this last week was a stressful one. Later this afternoon you are tuned in and
turned on to most any activity, as long as it is not too busy. An afternoon drive to the coun-
try or the outskirts of town will give you the opportunity to stop at a truck farm and gather
your own berries or purchase a few vegetables, etc. This may not be a time for mental
stimulation but it is a great time to just enjoy and reflect upon the world. You may enjoy
checking out a new health food store and enjoy the good smells.   

Leo (July 23-August 22)

This is a good time for problem solving. This is a vital day in which much
energy and action is utilized. You could find yourself in the limelight or able to really com-
municate and get your ideas across to others. Young people are in need of your guidance.
You are in a serious frame of mind and may find yourself dealing with matters of much
concern and responsibility. This is the time to state your opinion and give examples. There
is a need for a more positive attitude in the whole family setting and you can set the
example. Responsibilities for the upcoming holidays can be voted on and rewards can be
set as well. You and your mate may disagree occasionally, but trading opinions only
strengthens the relationship-compromise.       

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

The home and family are likely to be in a state of change-this may mean
moving in an addition to the family, etc. High-tech equipment impinges on the domestic
environment somehow. An eccentric relative attracts some notice. Harmony and beauty
are deeply satisfying-and the lack of them can be emotionally unsettling. You will do your
best to close the gap between any misunderstandings among family members or
between friends just now. Close personal ties to other people are a focal point for your
feelings-marriage and other partnerships could be a key arena for this. A yearning for
adventure stirs in you now. To roam, to wander and wonder, to seek freedom and go
where no one has gone before are deep and powerful longings. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

The kids in your neighborhood may get a vacation from school soon. You
may decide to organize some projects for the time the kids in your neighborhood are off
from school. You will find others that will help and work with you in this activity. Perhaps
some sort of reward, such as a movie ticket coupon for a winner or most sincere player.
Parents look for good caretakers and you are a born teacher. Young people find it easy to
learn, talk or just hang out with you. You are very animated and it is easy for you to convey
your ideas to others. Your bright wit and talkative streak make you always ready for a good
conversation. A volunteer service will give you many positive insights. Allow others to
show affection today. Happy birthday!      

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You may be caught between powerful conflicting desires today. It might be
a good idea to let go of one so you can satisfy the other. Choosing between

them will soon become easier. You get together with family members later today to
review plans for a trip that will be coming up soon. Catching up on communications is
necessary and you may decide to do more correspondence to make sure you have not
forgotten anyone. New creative endeavors, including writing ideas down for a novel, will
be well worth your time and effort. While you are doing this note keeping, you could go
ahead and make your outline for this book. You could become published before very
much time goes by. It is easy for you to find the proper motivation at this time.   

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

This day may bring opportunities to examine your life’s path. If change is
needed, now is the time to begin those changes. You could call this a time of getting down
to basics and creating a plan. Look for and dispense with the things that slow you from
your goals. Intense and sometimes driven, you are able to cut through to the heart of
things. You are seldom interested in impressing others but can hop on whatever charity
train sounds the best for your talents. Although your mind is busy planning your future
path, you can be very captivating with others at this time. Footloose and fancy free, this
evening you may decide to gather some friends that you have not seen in some time and

talk this evening-you have fun and stimulating conversations.        

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Family and security are things that rattle your chain more than ever. These
are areas where you make new beginnings and bold moves. A new idea for

a book, the beginning of a new job, a new hobby and perhaps there are plans to join a
new religious denomination. Whatever the case, you enjoy your surroundings and express
yourself with beauty and the desire to learn and grow, no matter what age you have
become. If you are living with someone, you will find yourself reaching a compromise or
sharing the time. Perhaps you can plan separate activities and meet in the evening to
share the experiences. Too much time spent with your own project may play havoc with

someone else’s plans. You aim for harmony and beauty in your family setting.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You are at your mental best with clear thoughts. This is an excellent time to
make decisions and take care of mental work. You may decide that this is a good morning
to balance the checkbook, work out a budget or just generally, catch up on your reading.
You could be feeling inward and more like sharing some time with your lover or with close
friends later this afternoon. Some kind of healing process is at work in your life: you isolate
what doesn’t work, eliminate it and go forward. You teach neatness and courteous behav-
ior to others through example and everyone seems to be your friend. Tonight, you may
find yourself helping someone prepare to move or even caring for some young ones so
that friends can be entertained. You are entertained.      

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1422

ACROSS
1. The number of opening per inch of a screen.
5. A small flat triangular bone in front of the

knee that protects the knee joint.
12. A syndrome that occurs in many women

from 2 to 14 days before the onset of
menstruation.

15. (prefix) Opposite or opposing or neutraliz-
ing.

16. The fleshy pendulous part of the external
human ear.

17. A rapid escape (as by criminals).
18. One of a pair of planks used to make a

track for rolling or sliding objects.
19. Set afire.
20. The act of using.
21. A benefice to which no spiritual or pastoral

duties are attached.
23. Depressing in character or appearance.
25. Sluggish tailless Australian arboreal marsu-

pial with gray furry ears and coat.
28. An ancient unit of length based on the

length of the forearm.
29. Informal terms for a mother.
31. (Hawaiian) A small guitar having four

strings.
32. A woman of refinement.
34. Remove from memory or existence.
37. A port city in southwestern Iran.
41. Light informal conversation for social occa-

sions.
45. A South American shrub whose leaves are

chewed by natives of the Andes.
46. Protect from heat, cold, noise, etc. by sur-

rounding with insulating material.
49. Committee formed by a special-interest

group to raise money for their favorite
political candidates.

51. Former measure of the US economy.
52. King of Sparta and hero of the battle of

Thermopylae where is was killed by the
Persians (died in 480 BC).

53. Tall perennial herb of tropical Asia with
dark green leaves.

55. The 3 goddesses of fate or destiny.
56. United States writer (born in Poland) who

wrote in Yiddish (1880-1957).
58. An informal term for a father.
59. A blemish made by dirt.
60. A white metallic element that burns with a

brilliant light.
61. Before noon.
63. Inflict a heavy blow on, with the hand, a

tool, or a weapon.
67. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake

Chad.
71. A high-crowned black cap (usually made of

felt or sheepskin) worn by men in Turkey
and Iran and the Caucasus.

75. A particular environment or walk of life.
77. United States liquid unit equal to 4 quarts

or 3.785 liters.
78. A plant hormone promoting elongation of

stems and roots.
79. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat

trimmed off.
81. An ugly evil-looking old woman.
82. Free from liquid or moisture.
83. A large estate in Spanish-speaking coun-

tries.
84. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part

of an organism.

DOWN
1. Occurring widely (as to many people).
2. (Sumerian) Water god and god of wisdom.
3. A distinctive odor that is offensively

unpleasant.
4. Grossly offensive to decency or morality.
5. German chemist remembered for his discov-

ery of the ring structure of benzene (1829-
1896).

6. The basic unit of money in Nigeria.
7. Bulky grayish-brown eagle with a short

wedge-shaped white tail.
8. Late time of life.
9. A pass between mountain peaks.
10. In bed.
11. A tricycle (usually propelled by pedalling).
12. Exactly vertical.
13. A Nilotic language.
14. Small cold-water silvery fish.
22. A block of solid substance (such as soap or

wax).
24. Wood of a sumac.
26. A form of magnetic resonance imaging of

the brain that registers blood flow to func-
tioning areas of the brain.

27. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
30. A genus of orb-weaving spiders including

common garden spiders and barn spiders.
33. (Irish) Mother of the Tuatha De Danann.
35. Become imbued.
36. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake

Chad.
38. A religious doctrine that is proclaimed as

true without proof.
39. (of complexion) Blemished by imperfec-

tions of the skin.
40. Greek mythology.
42. A military trainee (as at a military acade-

my).
43. Flat tableland with steep edges.
44. An organization of countries formed in

1961 to agree on a common policy for the
sale of petroleum.

47. Remove the clip from.
48. The dynasty that ruled much of Manchuria

and northeastern China from 947 to 1125.
50. A hard brittle blue-white multivalent

metallic element.
54. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.
57. A party of people assembled in the

evening (usually at a private house).
62. A flat-bottomed volcanic crater that was

formed by an explosion.
64. A member of a rural Finnish people living

in eastern Russia.
65. Small slender gull having narrow wings

and a forked tail.
66. A town in north central Oklahoma.
68. Title for a civil or military leader (especially

in Turkey).
69. Any of numerous local fertility and nature

deities worshipped by ancient Semitic
peoples.

70. Primitive chlorophyll-containing mainly
aquatic eukaryotic organisms lacking true
stems and roots and leaves.

72. Concerning those not members of the cler-
gy.

73. The residue that remains when something
is burned.

74. An accountant certified by the state.
76. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.
80. A radioactive element of the actinide

series.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263



G O S S I P

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2016

l if e s t y l e

The ‘Hero’ hitmaker - who recently split from the
Australian billionaire - reportedly rejected a
“tacky and insulting” pre-nuptial agreement

drawn up by her then-fiance’s legal team, as the docu-
ment included strict conditions relating to clothing
allowances, the use of private jets and the ownership
of presents. According to TMZ, one condition stated:
“Except for gifts between them for their engagement,
wedding or on birthdays and anniversaries, no item of
jewelry and/or personal adornment costing over
$250,000 will be deemed a gift unless accompanied
by, or promptly followed by, a writing specifically stat-
ing ‘This is my gift to you.’ “James also refused to foot
the bill for Mariah’s stage costumes or clothes for five-
year-old Moroccan and Monroe, the twins she has
with ex-husband Nick Cannon. With a blank space left
for a maximum amount to agree on, it states: “the

clothing is not to be used for business or performing
and “Mariah shall provide all clothing for her children.”
Elsewhere, the document stated: “James shall cause a
credit card(s) to be issued for use by Mariah and staff
... the amount of expenses ... shall not exceed US
$____ per calendar month,” with the amount left
blank. While James agreed to provide the 46-year-old
singer with a “private aircraft”, Mariah would only be
allowed to use it when her partner felt it was “appro-
priate”.

Mariah Carey rejects ‘tacky
and insulting’ pre-nuptial agreement

Gigi Hadid is to co-host 

American Music Awards

The 21-year-old model will front the prestigious ceremony alongside for-
mer ‘Saturday Night Live’ star Jay Pharoah on November 20 and can’t
wait to show off a different side to herself. She said in a statement: “I’m

so excited to host the 2016 AMAs with Jay Pharoah. “Jay is known for his spot-
on impressions so I can’t wait to take the stage with him to show my goofy
side and celebrate this year’s nominees!” Her 29-year-old co-host is equally
excited to be sharing the stage at the Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles with
the blonde beauty. He added: “Can’t wait to host the AMAs with the beautiful
Gigi Hadid (so much innocence in her eyes) and being in the building with
some of my industry friends, who I’ve probably impersonated at some point
I’m sure. “It’s gonna be a fun night!” The ceremony - which will broadcast live
on ABC - will also feature performances from the likes of Nicki Minaj, Halsey,
Ariana Grande, Lady Gaga, James Bay, Fifth Harmony, Green Day, John
Legend, Bruno Mars, Shawn Mendes, Twenty One Pilots, The Weeknd, and The
Chainsmokers. Sting is this year’s American Music Award of Merit honoree,
while Drake leads the nominations for the ceremony with a record-breaking
13 nods.

Reese Witherspoon
wanted to be

Dolly Parton
The ‘Sweet Home Alabama’ actress has always been a huge fan of the

country singer and even felt she shouldn’t have to take part in
school sports lessons because they had no baring on her future

ambition. Speaking to Dolly for the new issue of America’s InStyle maga-
zine: “When I was probably five years old, I wanted to be Dolly Parton. I
was skipping around the blacktop at school by myself, and my P.E. teacher
said, ‘Why aren’t you playing the game [with the other kids]?’ “I said, ‘Well,
I’m not going to play the game because, Ms. Wright, I’m going to be Dolly
Parton when I grow up.’ “ Last year, the 40-year-old actress -  who has chil-
dren Ava, 17, and Deacon, 13, with her ex-spouse Ryan Phillippe and son
Tennessee, four, with her husband Jim Toth - launched her own clothing
line, Draper James, and is enjoying the “challenge” of doing something
new. She said: “It’s a new chapter for me starting a business, going around
passing the hat, and promoting it all over the place. It’s a different experi-
ence, but I’m enjoying learning something new. “I’ve been acting for
about 25 years, and I still love it, but I like the challenge of trying some-
thing else too.” 

Kendall Jenner 

got drunk at her
21st birthday party 
The model’s sister Khloe Kardashian revealed that the unnamed royal pre-

sented Kendall with the expensive vehicle at her birthday bash earlier
this week but Kendall didn’t remember it the next day.  Speaking on

‘Jimmy Kimmel Live’, Khloe said: “We go outside and there’s a guy with a Rolls
Royce, we’re like ‘what’s the gift, the guy or the Rolls?’ “And then the guy just
hands her the keys to this car. We don’t know who this guy is, he’s some prince.
“I was like ‘Is this a joke?’ I think on my 21st birthday I got like a dinner and a
purse or something. “The next morning I asked her about it and she said, ‘Oh
my God I forgot I got a car!’ That’s how drunk she was.” The model’s new car is
the latest addition to her growing collection, which already includes a Range
Rover and $100,000 Chevrolet. Kendall’s famous family hired out a private
function room, which was decorated with large balloons emblazoned with her
name, at Coach restaurant to kick off the festivities and all guests were told to
wear floral headpieces at their seats in order to set the mood. After polishing
off their tasty meal, the party moved on to Delilah, where the model was pre-
sented with an “adorable” cake, which had a “throwback photo of her in a pur-
ple tutu” pasted on. 

Michael Buble,
Lopilato are ‘sad

but hopeful’ 

The ‘Haven’t Met You Yet’ hitmaker took to social media to confirm the
devastating news that their eldest son Noah, three, has been diagnosed
with the illness and is currently undergoing treatment in the United

States and friends say they are doing everything they can for him. An insider
told Us Weekly: “They are really sad but hopeful. They immediately got him
very good care and they are hoping and praying for the best. They are getting
him the best doctors around. It’s really heartbreaking. This was a real shock,
but they are doing everything they can.” In a statement released on Michael’s
Facebook page, he said: “We are devastated about the recent cancer diagnosis
of our oldest son Noah who is currently undergoing treatment in the US. We
have always been very vocal about the importance of family and the love we
have for our children. “Luisana and I have put our careers on hold in order to
devote all our time and attention to helping Noah get well. At this difficult
time, we ask only for your prayers and respect for our privacy. We have a long
journey in front of us and hope that with the support of family, friends and
fans around the world, we will win this battle, God willing.”
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Although the former couple had a bitter break-up
earlier this year, Calvin, 32, praised Taylor, 26, on
Twitter for writing his song ‘This Is What You Came

For’, which features Rihanna on vocals. After a Rihanna fan
account tweeted, “This Is What You Came For is the only
song released this Year to be certified 2x platinium in the
UK congrats @CalvinHarris and @rihanna (sic),” Calvin quot-
ed the message and wrote: “I am blessed to work with
incredible artists @rihanna @taylorswift13 thank you!!!
(sic).” The track sparked a row between Taylor and Calvin
after they split in May, as weeks later it was reported the
‘Shake It Off’ hitmaker was the person behind songwriter
pseudonym Nils Sjoberg. And after representatives for the

singer - who struck up a romance with Tom Hiddleston
soon after splitting from the Scottish DJ - confirmed her
involvement, Calvin took to Twitter to slam her for trying to
“tear [him] down”. He wrote: “And she sings on a little bit of
it too. Amazing lyric writer and she smashed it as usual.
“Hurtful to me at this point that her and her team would go
so far out of their way to try and make ME look bad at this
stage though. “I figure if you’re happy in your new relation-
ship you should focus on that instead of trying to tear your
ex bf down for something to do”I know you’re off tour and
you need someone new to try and bury like Katy ETC.

Calvin Harris ‘blessed’ to 
work with Taylor Swift

The 52-year-old actor has filed his response to Angelina’s
divorce petition, in which she requested full physical
custody of their six kids; Maddox, 15, Pax, 12, Zahara, 11,

Shiloh, 10, and eight-year-old twins Knox and Vivienne and he
has asked to share guardianship. TMZ reports that Brad gave
the same separation date as Angelina did, September 15,
2016, and neither star has mentioned spousal or child support
in their filings. Angelina and Brad previously agreed on a par-
enting plan, giving Angelina temporary physical custody over
the kids with Brad allowed to visit them under the supervision
of a therapist. Brad is alleged to have gotten “verbally abusive”
and “physical” with their son Maddox while under the influ-
ence of alcohol during a flight on September 14 and Angelina

filed for divorce just days later. After an anonymous source
reported the alleged incident, the FBI got involved as they
have jurisdiction because it occurred mid-air and Angelina
was questioned for four hours about it recently. A source pre-
viously explained: “The agents wanted a breakdown of every-
thing that happened from when the plane took off to when it
landed. Angelina fully cooperated.” The insider added that the
FBI “will likely investigate for another few weeks”. After that
they “will present the case to the prosecutor, who will evaluate
whether they feel the need to bring charges. It could poten-
tially be months”.

Brad Pitt wants joint custody 
of his and Angelina Jolie kids

Daisy Lowe 

and boyfriend 

Bradley ‘Frankie’

Wade split 

The 27-year-old model and Bradley - who started
dating in August - have called time on their brief
romance due to their hectic schedules. A spokesper-

son for Daisy told MailOnline: “Daisy and Frankie have had
a discussion and decided to call it a day due to their
mutually busy schedules.” A source told The Sun: “They
could not find time to spend together because he is busy
with shoots as a successful fashion model. “They had a
discussion and decided they were better off as friends.” In
May, Daisy and Thomas Cohen ended their relationship
after five months of dating, when things “fizzled out”. A
source said at the time: “Daisy and Thomas split about a
month ago. It’s all very amicable, they had lots of fun and
a great time together. “It just sort of fizzled out and had
run its course.” Daisy and Thomas - the widower of her
best friend Peaches Geldof - started dating earlier this
year but she has previously admitted she wasn’t quite
ready to settle down. She explained: “I’m a traditional girl.
One day. I’m not ready for it any time soon, but yeah,
course. My whole family would only want that. They want
to see me get married and they want to have grandchil-
dren. “Make sure we get the ‘one day’ in because I am hav-
ing visions of people thinking I’ve decided I want children
now. I’m not ready for that, I want to have lots of fun first.”

Brie Bella
struggled to
get pregnant

The ‘Total Divas’ star - who is expecting her first child with
her husband Daniel Bryan - didn’t realize how hard it
would be to conceive a child and tried everything she

could including using mobile phone apps to assist with hav-
ing a baby. Speaking exclusively to BANG Showbiz, she said: “I
thought it was going to happen the first try. It’s crazy how dif-
ficult it is to get pregnant. Like it blows my mind. No one ever
tells you. I downloaded apps and it turned into this whole
process.” The 32-year-old wrestler said the moment she
stopped thinking about it she became pregnant. She said: “It
is funny because we shot for the cover of Muscle and Fitness
and during that period of time I was like, I’m not gonna care,
I’m not going to be too hard on myself. And so I had to get
into crazy shape for that cover. I was weight lifting, which I
never really weight lift, and that’s when I got pregnant. And I
was like, ‘What! They’re right!’ The minute you don’t think
about it, it kind of happens.” The brunette beauty previously
admitted she got “really emotional” when she found out she
was expecting a baby girl.

Myleene Klass’ red
carpet beauty secret 
The 38-year-old singer-and-presenter is regularly

praised for her style choices when she steps out at
the glitziest and most exclusive showbiz events but

she insists she doesn’t put much effort in to looking great.
Speaking exclusively to BANG Showbiz on a special jun-
gle-themed red carpet - complete with netting, foliage
and a very friendly T-Rex - at the opening night of
‘Jurassic Park Live’ at the Royal Albert Hall in London on
Thursday, she shared: “I like red carpets. They’ve done a
fantastic job here, there’s a live dinosaur out there, so
what’s not to love?!” Pushed on what she does to always
look fabulous, she added: “I usually just freshen my hair
and hope for the best!” Myleene - who is a classically
trained pianist - was very excited to be one of the first
people to see the ‘Jurassic Park Live’ show - which is the
first ever film-and-live-orchestra presentation of Steven
Spielberg’s 1993 blockbuster and kicked off the Royal
Albert Hall’s inaugural Festival of Film. The former
Hear’Say star was joined at the event by her two daugh-
ters, Ava, eight, and Hero, five, and they were just as
thrilled as their famous mother to get to hear John
Williams unforgettable score performed live by the Royal
Philharmonic Concert Orchestra and in sync with the
movie at the word famous venue.

Lady Gaga will play
Donatella Versace in

‘American Crime Story’
The 30-year-old singer will portray the designer in

‘Versace/Cunanan: American Crime Story’, which will tell
the story of the murder of Donatella’s brother Gianni

Versace by the serial killer Andrew Cunanan in July 1997, Us
Weekly reveals. Donatella took over the fashion empire follow-
ing Gianni’s death and is the current Vice President of the
Versace Group, which Gaga has appeared in fashion cam-
paigns for. Meanwhile, the 10-episode series, which begins
filming next year, is not the only project about Gianni which is
being planned. Antonio Banderas was recently cast as the late
designer in an upcoming movie directed by Danish film direc-
tor Bille August.  However, the designer brand insisted they
have not “authorized” the upcoming project and do not have
any involvement in the production. The Italian fashion group
said: “[We] have neither authorized nor had any involvement
whatsoever in the forthcoming movie about Versace. The
movie should only be seen as a work of fiction.” It is believed
filming will take place in the Italian city of Milan before mov-
ing to Reggio Calabria situated in the south of the island,
which is where the creative mastermind was born, and then
on to Miami, America, where the founder of the luxury label
was murdered in 1997 aged 50.
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To an ear-splitting soundtrack of chanting and
drums, 400 young dancers in spangled outfits
clanged sickles and kick-stepped before thou-

sands of spectators and a dais of a dozen Chinese offi-
cials. The performance was one of many at Leishan
county in the southwestern province of Guizhou, as a
lavish government-sponsored opening ceremony
kicked off new year celebrations for the Miao ethnic
minority-a group of about 12 million people who are
more at home in their own languages than in Mandarin
Chinese.

The songs and dances being performed were once
used to enliven back-breaking agricultural labor in the
mountainous region, one of China’s poorest. “When I
was young, I had to go out and harvest rice-it was so tir-
ing, and so precious that old people would pick up and
eat even a single grain of rice that fell on the floor,” said
Yu Nianlan, a Miao native of Leishan who now works an
office job but could recall such traditions from her child-
hood.

“Now China is rich and strong, and that’s no longer
necessary for our family,” she told her six-year-old son,
who was more interested in watching the drones that
buzzed overhead capturing aerial footage of the dance
formations than in listening to her explain their origins.
Thousands of performers ranging from seven-year-olds
to octogenarians took part in the extravaganza, which
began with a parade through the city to the arena earli-
er in the afternoon.

They marched in groups by region, with each sport-
ing clothing unique to the subgroup of Miao found in
that area. Some wore head-to-toe embroidered outfits
with trailing ribbons and fringe, others indigo hemp
jackets lacquered with raw eggs to have a plastic-like
sheen. Silver headpieces shaped like flowered crowns or
bull’s horns shimmered in every direction. Clusters of
tiny Miao grandmothers sporting thick silver earrings
thronged the streets, while tourists mingled with fami-
lies buying sugar-coated red hawthorn fruits on sticks
and plastic noisemakers for the kids.

A Han tourist from Chongqing surnamed Zhou, one
of many male photographers pushing a telescopic lens
into the faces of passing Miao girls, asked one parade
sign-holder in a long pleated skirt: “How can you be just
15, and already so pretty?” China’s ruling Communist
party recognizes 56 different ethnic groups, and official
propaganda seeks to emphasize harmony and unity
among them. For the show’s finale, all the performers
marched in a large spiral around a knot of reed pipe-
players, as an operatic singer warbled: “All the Miao
people in the world are one family!”

Ten-year-old He Chenxi admitted that not all her fel-
low dancers were Miao, however. “Our teachers picked
anyone who had long enough hair,” she explained, indi-
cating her elaborate topknot embellished with a bright
red flower. Nevertheless, first-time Miao performer 16-
year-old Song Yunrong felt honored to play her role. “It’s
a great thing that the government does this on such a
big scale, to bring our hometown fame,” she said.
“Sometimes I feel bothered because the massive num-
ber of tourists will ruin the environment here, but
things always have two sides to them.”— AFP 

Miao minority welcome new 
year with lavish celebrations

Dancers of the Miao ethnic minority in traditional costumes participate in their New Year festival at Leishan county, southwestern province of Guizhou. 

Dancers of the Miao ethnic minority in traditional costumes parade during their New Year
festival at Leishan county, southwestern province of Guizhou. — AFP photos

Beekeeping in Lebanon had become a
lucrative business that provided a
steady income for many families in the

country. Statements, such as the one propa-
gated by the Lebanese Ministry of
Agriculture, revealed that the beekeeping
industry had provided some 6,000 Lebanese
families with steady income. Bees are well-
known to be very vital for the environment
due to their roles as honey providers as well
as pollinators for several kinds of plants and
flowers.  

Speaking on the subject, member of the
Arab beekeeping union, Nehad Salha said
that she and her husband considered bee-
keeping as a hobby at first.  After a consider-
able time had passed, the hobby turned to a
profitable business that attracted a number
of companies interested in the brand, said
Salha who revealed that the capital for this
line of business was so easily obtainable that
anyone could start their beekeeping com-
mercial enterprise.  It is very important to
understand the ABCs of the business before
venturing into uncharted waters, Salha
advised those seeking beekeeping as a liveli-
hood.

Also contributing to the discussion, head
of the beekeeping studies at the American
University of Beirut (AUB) Professor Rami
Ollaik said that there were around 10,000
beekeepers in Lebanon using the profession
as a main and secondary source of income.  A
single beehive in Lebanon produces around 8
to 15 kilos of honey, said Ollaik, adding that
this number was low if it was compared to
single beehives in other countries which pro-

duced around 45 to 60 kilos. He said that bees
were one of the world greatest flowers and
plants pollinators, saying that the pollination
capacity of a bee was 150 times greater than
any other species. Ollaik called for providing
beekeepers with necessary instructions and
assistance to further develop this business in
Lebanon. — KUNA

Shoexpress has concocted a creatively
relaxing change for men, women and
children this Autumn Winter. Ladies,

create cool trends and stand out from the
crowd with a selection of stylish shoes.
Latest statement pieces and staples at
Shoexpress at amazing prices! The core
white color is a must for every wardrobe
and occasion. For starters, let’s get it right
by choosing metallic! Gold and silver will
dominate the whole sporty look, along
with a pair of white shoes.

Tan is the new black, but don’t forget
khaki, white and grey!  Natural colors are
also the main color for the season. Available
in casual, formal shoes and sandals!  Get
your fringe on! With this fun and ever grow-
ing trend on footwear, from boots to
wedge sneakers to flat shoes. A little addi-
tion of fringe in your footwear will update
your look flawlessly this season.

The bohemian look is back with a bang!
Lace ups and Tie-ups will give an edge to
your personal style. The 70’s retro trend of
block and chunky heels are back with a
sophisticated flair! A perfect choice for peo-
ple who are not comfortable in high
heels.To ensure that you’ll wear your best
boot forward this season, we prepared an
impressive range of boots to choose from.
Chelsea boots, over the knee boots to
trekking boots that you’ll fall in love with!

Shoexpress’ Autumn Winter accessories
collection for ladies plays on shape, struc-
ture, chain and metal detailing. Creating
fashion-forward looks with an inspirational
appeal. A shower of shimmering gold, silver
and warmth-inducing colors. Rich reds, “chi-
na blues” and earthy shades are the main
color trends to welcome this season. Going
small is thinking big with our range! Our
range of mini handbags are versatile for any
occasion. Our clutch and evening bags will

hold all your essentials and can easily take
you from day to night.

The backpack is a key statement in the
Shoexpress collection this season. We want
to make sure you can take it wherever you
may choose to go or what clothes you want
to pair it with! We have varying sizes that
can accommodate your need for mobility,
functionality and fashionability! The versa-
tility of our backpack is the answer to all the
needs of a busy woman.

Also this season, quilt, fringe and tassels
are in! Showing up in our range of hand-
bags to wallets. A key trend is matching
bags, wallets and shoes.    Men can step out
in style with the latest range of footwear
this season. Shoexpress is focused on bring-
ing men key seasonal styles at the best
prices yet! The range has been uplifted with
both style and color, our prices have been
revised to be the most competitive and our
fashion offering has been influenced with
the current trends.

Sports fashion is the hottest look for
Men, and Shoexpress brings you great fash-
ionable styles perfect for that “smart casual”
and “athleisure” look at amazing prices.
When it comes to formal shoes, the direc-
tion has shifted towards the semi-formal
trend. Our comfort line of footwear, can be
worn to work as well and will easily transi-
tion to evening. Shoexpress has lined up a
selection of timeless and trendy style of
boots.

Our casual shoes are inspired by a range
of fabrics such as knit, canvas, suede and
nubuck. AW2016 Children’s wear range
offers a remarkable variety of trainer and
sports fashion looks for boys and girls to
choose from. They are light weight, trendy
and are a perfect fit for most occasions.
Character shoes are hard to resist. From the
likes of Dora, Princess, Hello Kitty, Frozen,
Cars, Spiderman to Minions, little ones will
be spoilt for choice. Toddlers will find
trendy, comfortable shoes at amazing
prices. Glitter and bejeweled style add
charm to the collection. High tops, sporty
shoes, boots and soft shoes lends variety to
the range.

The sports category has truly reinvented
itself with durable and lightweight knit fab-
ric style and lycra. The chain, studs and
fringe detail form a key part of our Boots
Range. Classic high cut boots and the sta-
ple Chelsea look also make their presence
felt in this winter-ready collection.
Shoexpress Autumn Winter 2016is available
at Star Mall -Al Rai, Souk Al Mubarakiya and
The Avenues, make sure to catch them and
be season-savvy than the usual! 

Shoexpress Autumn 
Winter Collection 2016

Beekeeping workers removing the honey from the beehive

Beekeeping - a lucrative 

business in Lebanon
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Safat Home, Kuwait’s leading home furnishing retailer,
has launched its all-new 2017 Outdoor Collection at
its Shuwaikh, Al Rai and Fahaheel showrooms.

Customers who have always wanted to transform their
patios, gardens and chalets should look no further than the
Outdoor Section at Safat Home, where they can find prod-
ucts designed to instill life into outdoor spaces, making
them extraordinary hubs of relaxation and hospitality.

The range of products available includes sofa sets made
from natural and synthetic wicker, chairs, swings, gazebos,
dining tables, cushions, ceramic accessories and more, plus
an exclusive furniture set, all of which are perfect to have
friends and family over for BBQ and special occasions.
There’s also a wide range of outdoor tiles to make your
chalet or garden look even more stunning, which is exclu-
sively available at Safat Home Shuwaikh. 

To further ensure customers’ peace of mind, Safat Home
is offering a one-year warranty on most of its new Outdoor
Furniture Collection. In addition, customers are also
encouraged to check out Safat Home’s latest Heritage

Collection, gorgeously filled with cultural-inspired furni-
ture pieces for living rooms, dining rooms, bedrooms, as
well as with beautiful striking accessories. The collection is
made in India from solid wood and is available exclusively
in Safat Home Shuwaikh and Al Rai.

Safat Home urges customers to also take advantage of
Safat Home’s ongoing amazing daily draws where they can
win valuable prizes, including TVs, iPad Pro’s,  MacBook
Pro’s, and a grand prize consisting of a Disney Cruise for
four. Safat Home welcomes everyone to visit its Al Rai
showroom at Safat Alghanim, open from 9:30am until mid-
night every day, the Shuwaikh showroom, located near
Yusuf A. Alghanim Service and Maintenance Center, open
from 9am to 11pm, Thursday to Sunday, and from 9am to
10pm, Monday to Wednesday, and the Fahaheel show-
room, Dabbous St above X-Cite, open from 9am to 10pm.
For more information, please call 1838883. 

Safat Home’s 2017 

Outdoor Collection 

Indian models showcase creations by designer Abu Jani
Sandeep Khosla during a fashion show in Mumbai on late
November 4, 2016. — AFP photos

Indian Bollywood film director Karan Johar (left), and
actor Amitabh Bachchan (center) and his wife Jaya
Bachchan, look on during a fashion show in Mumbai on
late November 4, 2016. 

The daughter of Indian Bollywood actor Amitabh Bachchan, Shweta Nanda Bachchan (center), showcases a creation by
designers Abu Jani (left) and Sandeep Khosla during a fashion show in Mumbai on late November 4, 2016.
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Beyonce performs during a campaign rally for Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton in Cleveland on Friday, Nov 4, 2016. — AP 

Beyonce and Jay Z performed for Hillary Clinton at a con-
cert at Cleveland State University, an effort to boost
turnout in the swing state of Ohio. Beyonce told the

crowd that “less than 100 years ago, women did not have the
right to vote. Look how far we’ve come from having no voice
to being on the brink of making history.” “I want my daughter
to grow up seeing a woman lead our country and know that
her possibilities are limitless,” she told the crowd, as she sang
songs from her album “Lemonade,” including “Formation.” 

Her husband. Jay Z, said that “we are on the doorsteps of
history.” He said that he did not hold any “ill will” toward
Donald Trump, but “his conversation is divisive.” “Once you
divide us, you weaken us.”Clinton delivered brief remarks,
thanking the two musicians and praising them for their inspi-
ration.”This is what America is, my friends,” Clinton said. She

recited some of Jay Z’s lyrics: “Rosa Parks sat so Martin Luther
could walk.”

She then quipped that she was “so energized after this con-
cert, and I gotta say, didn’t you love the pantsuits?” she said of
Beyonce’s polkadotted ensemble. Clinton’s campaign is dis-
patching a number of celebrity surrogates throughout the
weekend. Stevie Wonder was performing at a concert in
Philadelphia on Friday night, while Jon Bon Jovi was to give
concerts in St Petersburg, Fla, on Saturday and Charlotte, NC,
on Sunday. Katy Perry will  appear with  Clinton in
Philadelphia. Clinton is trailing Trump in Ohio in a number of
polls. Cuyahoga County is a Democratic stronghold, which is
why they’re attempting to boost turnout there.  — Reuters

Beyonce and Jay Z

boost Hillary Clinton 

(Left-right) Beyonce,
Democratic presidential
nominee former
Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and Jay Z appear
on stage during a Get Out
The Vote concert at
Wolstein Center on
November 4, 2016 in
Cleveland, Ohio. — AFP

Bob Dylan, music legend and Nobel laureate,
is also a prolific painter whose works depict-
ing the landscapes and culture of the United

States are now the focus of a major London exhibi-
tion. Around 200 paintings by the US singer-song-
writer, produced by the 75-year-old in the last two
years, are on show from Saturday at the Halcyon
Gallery in the British capital’s plush Mayfair district.
The collection of oil, acrylic and watercolor paint-
ings reveals a different side to Robert Allen
Zimmerman, an icon of 20th century US popular
music, whose poetic lyrics earned him the Nobel
Prize for literature last month, to much surprise.
Dylan announced last week that he would travel to
Stockholm to receive the prize, making the timing
of this exhibition all the more apt.

“It’s a great honor for us hosting the exhibition
and for him to have received that honor at the
same time,” Paul Green, president of the Halcyon
Gallery said. Dylan began exploring the visual arts
in the early 1960s. He designed the cover of the
1968 album “Music from Big Pink” by Canadian
roots-rock group The Band. More recently, his

works have been exhibited in Milan and New York.
“Dylan has been passionate about art since he first
moved to New York and was taken by his girlfriend
Suze Rotolo around museums,” said Green. Since
then he has not stopped painting, using his numer-
ous tours to sketch out the homeland which he
describes so often in his songs. 

‘The Beaten Path’ 
The exhibition, entitled “The Beaten Path”,

retraces the singer’s travels across the four corners
of the United States, from its supercities to its
immense expanses of desert. “The common theme
of these works having something to do with the
American landscape-how you see it while criss-
crossing the land,” Dylan explains in a written intro-
duction to the exhibition. More specifically: “stay-
ing out of the mainstream and travelling back road,
free-born style”. In San Francisco, Dylan chose to
paint a seafood seller in Chinatown, rather than the
city’s endless Victorian houses or its skyscrapers.
“The San Francisco Chinatown street stands merely
two blocks away from corporate, windowless build-

ings. But these cold, giant structures have no
meaning for me in the world that I see or choose to
see,” explains Dylan.

One picture shows the Manhattan Bridge in
New York City, whose imposing metal structure ris-
es up between two red brick buildings. Another
features Roy’s motel, on the famous Route 66 in the
middle of California’s Mojave Desert, which Dylan
brings to life with cartoon-like brushstrokes. And
there is the little doughnut shop, whose red and
yellow front window leaps out of the canvas thanks
to the striking use of acrylics. One of the standout
works of the exhibition shows an “endless high-
way”-a clear allegory of the artist’s life: always on
the road, between two towns, two hotels. “This is
the largest painting that Dylan has ever undertak-
en, it’s monumental on every scale,” said Green.
“This is the never-ending road... almost a roller-
coaster of Dylan’s life.” — AFP 

One day in mid-March, Fox News
ran a stor y about a pair  of
Donald Trump supporters sport-

ing Nazi-style armbands emblazoned
with their  candidate’s last init ial.
“Armbands are a fairly new phenome-
non in American presidential politics.
And so is Donald Trump,” the station’s
reporter commented darkly, noting
that the property tycoon’s supporters
were “fed up and cynical and angry.” It
would have been a nice scoop, except
that it emerged that the pair were actu-
ally Jason Selvig and Davram Stiefler,
otherwise known as New York guerilla
comedy duo “ The Good Liars.” For
months, they have been touring the
countr y pranking not just news
reporters but candidates on both sides
of the aisle and their entourages for
“Undecided: The Movie,” which is now
available on Netflix.

The mockumentary, which mixes
real-life footage from the stump and
scripted material, sees the comedians
playing ambivalent voters deciding who
to back for president. Half “Borat” and
half “Veep,” the 85-minute film opens at
a gun range in Iowa with Republican pri-
mary candidate Rick Santorum and goes
through to the Grand Old Party’s nation-
al convention in Cleveland.  In one
memorable scene, Stiefler appears on C-
SPAN trying to exorcise a demon from
Ted Cruz, screaming, “Look in the mirror
and let the evil spirit leave!” In another,
he stands up at a Rubio rally and shouts:
“Marco Rubio stole my girlfriend!”
Stiefler and Selvig get up close and per-
sonal with Trump, booing the candidate
for being “boring” before getting kicked
out of his rally.

‘Good people’
Perhaps the most brazen stunt of all

comes near the end of the movie when
they traveled to California in May, strip-
ping off their shirts near the front of a

Hillary Clinton rally as she addresses the
crowd. Unfazed, she defies the wishes
of police and Secret Service personnel,
taking a selfie with the duo and insist-
ing they can remain shirtless as long as
they don’t take anything else off. “It was
actually pretty funny, probably like her
most human moment, at least in
months,” Selvig said.

“They decided to use that interac-
tion in a campaign ad, so it was a really
bizarre moment where we’re playing
undecided voters and then we’re being
used in a real campaign to sway unde-
cided voters.” Selvig believes Rubio
dealt best with being trolled, and says
he was genuinely surprised by Trump’s
reaction. “The look on his face is almost
like he’s hurt. It’s the only time during
the election where somebody hurt him,
and calling him boring is probably the
worst insult you could say to him,” the
comedian said. Election Day is almost
here, but the pair, who are hoping for a
Clinton victory, don’t plan to retire any
time soon.

“We actually went to a Mike Pence
rally about a month ago when the film
was already finished and did a stunt
there,” Stiefler says.  “That was probably
the most physical things got. People
were yanking at us, shoving and push-
ing and grabbing. One of the camera-
men had their camera taken away and I
got hit with it.” Both Stiefler and Selvig,
who would often arrive in character at
rallies hours before they were due to
start, say meeting campaigners gave
them hope for humanity, particularly in
the United States. “I really don’t think
we’re all that different. There’s some
ignorance in the country but as a whole,
we’re filled with good people,” says
Selvig. “It was kind of a positive feeling I
got traveling the country and talking to
all these people.” — AFP 

Meet the comedians trolling 
the US presidential campaignA vision of America: Bob Dylan’s London art show

Paintings by Bob Dylan are pictured at the Halcyon Gallery during a preview of his artwork in London. — AFP 
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