
3 7 28 20

SUBSCRIP
TIO

N

THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2016                                                                    JAMADA ALTHANI 29, 1437 AH                                                                     www.kuwaittimes.net

Min 15º
Max 30º
High Tide
11:53 
Low Tide
05:55 & 18:1240

 P
A

G
ES

N
O

: 1
68

37
15

0 
FI

LS

Oil up as 
Kuwait revives 
hope for 
output freeze

Number of adults 
with diabetes 
has quadrupled 
since 1980: WHO

Real suffer 
shock defeat, 
City in 
driving seat 

Cruz, Sanders 
score decisive 
victories in 
Wisconsin

Panel rejects govt power 

tariffs, approves its own

New charges for buildings in 6 months • MP slams manpower authority 

By B Izzak and A Saleh

KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s financial and econom-
ic affairs committee yesterday rejected a government
draft bill to raise power charges and approved a much
milder one made by the committee itself, the head of the
committee said. MP Faisal Al-Shaye said based on gov-
ernment studies, a third of the Kuwaiti population con-
sumes less than 6,000 kilowatts a month and the com-
mittee decided to keep charges unchanged for this sec-
tion.

Those consuming between 6,000 and 12,000 kW will
pay 5 fils per kilowatt and 10 fils for those consuming
above this level. Shaye said that based on studies, people
over-consume by 30 percent and the Assembly bill aims
to rationalize this consumption. The lawmaker said that
according to the bill approved by the committee, people
consuming up to 6,000 kW will still pay KD 12 per month
and the government will pay KD 1,800 in subsidies.

The bill aims at saving 20 percent of power consump-
tion to enable the government to build new residential
areas without the need to build new power plants, he
said. Shaye said those who consume above 6,000 kW will
have to pay little extra charges or cut their consumption
to below the 6,000 kW level.

A comparison with Gulf states shows that for con-
sumption of up to 6,000 kW, Kuwaitis will pay KD 12,
while in Saudi Arabia consumers pay KD 48, in Bahrain
KD 34.500 and as much as KD 132 in Dubai, he said.
Shaye said the new charges will be implemented on the
commercial sector after three months and on

Continued on Page 13

ABU DHABI: Laborers gathered yesterday for an event
aimed at showcasing how the United Arab Emirates is
trying to make labor laws more understandable
instead discussed unscrupulous bosses, abuses and
poor conditions rampant across the Gulf Arab states.
Wearing handed-out white baseball caps reading “I
(heart) UAE,” laborers praised the Emirati effort at
translating labor laws while still complaining about
stagnant wages and being suckered by agents into
jobs they didn’t want.

“The companies are gaining. They are making all
the profits. What about the laborers?” asked Adnan
Chaudhry, 30, of Pakistan, who works in human
resources at a copper manufacturing plant. “The man-
agers are up, up, up and the laborers are down, down,
down.” Gulf nations long have relied on migrant labor
to build their oil-funded skylines, drive their taxicabs
and clean their hotel rooms. In the UAE, a federation
of seven emirates on the Arabian Peninsula, foreign
workers vastly outnumber locals.

In recent years, however, the conditions workers face
has gained particular attention ahead of Qatar hosting
the 2022 FIFA World Cup. An Amnesty International
report last week alleged migrant laborers faced abuse
that in some cases amounted to forced labor while work-
ing on one stadium that will host the tournament. 

Continued on Page 13

UAE labor meet finds expats still troubled

ABU DHABI: A senior administrator from the Dubai Labor Office speaks to several hundred workers gath-
ered at a residential camp for laborers and managers during an event yesterday.  — AP 

BEIRUT: A leading Arab satellite operator cut transmis-
sion of Hezbollah’s television channel Al-Manar yester-
day amid rising tensions between the Lebanese Shiite
group’s backer Iran and Sunni powerhouse Saudi
Arabia. In a statement distributed to journalists,
Hezbollah “sharply condemned” the move. Officials at
both Al-Manar and Cairo-based Nilesat confirmed the
transmission had been cut over accusations the channel
violated its contract by airing programs promoting sec-
tarian divisions.

“This is a political decision, not an industry decision.
Al-Manar has nothing to do with sectarian strife,” the
channel’s general manager Ibrahim Farhat told AFP, call-
ing the move “unjust and arbitrary”. “This is part of the
political problem in the region, that they’re taking out
on the media,” Farhat said. Asked about the decision to
cut Al-Manar’s transmission, a senior Nilesat official said
channels “must abide by not airing any violent or racist
content, or provoking sectarian strife”. “No other chan-
nels have violated the contract,” he told AFP, in response
to a question on whether any other Lebanese channels
would be affected.

The cut came ahead of an expected visit this week by
Saudi King Salman to Egypt, which operates the Nilesat
satellite. Hezbollah said the decision was part of “the

attack against the Resistance (Hezbollah) and all its
branches by some Arab organizations”. “We in Hezbollah
condemn this unjust decision against Al-Manar and we
demand that the responsible officials at Nilesat immedi-
ately rescind this decision,” the group said in a state-
ment. 

Last month, Gulf Arab states led by Saudi Arabia
blacklisted Hezbollah, the leading force in Lebanon’s
governing bloc, as a “terrorist” organization. The king-
dom halted a $3 billion programme of military aid to
Lebanon to protest what it said was “the stranglehold of
Hezbollah on the state”. It also urged its citizens to leave
Lebanon and avoid travelling there. Al-Manar said on
Twitter that it could still be watched via a Russian satel-
lite or online.

The moves against Hezbollah come amid a spike in
tensions between its backer Tehran and Riyadh this year
after demonstrators stormed the kingdom’s missions in
Iran following Saudi Arabia’s execution of a Shiite cleric.
The kingdom cut diplomatic ties with Iran and led Arab
allies in a series of retaliatory measures against it. While
Saudi Arabia is the main supporter of Syria’s Sunni-led
rebels, Hezbollah is fighting alongside President Bashar
Al-Assad’s troops, who are backed by Iranian military
advisers. — AFP 

Nilesat drops Hezbollah TV

DOHA: A member of the Qatari royal family has
been released by kidnappers in Iraq nearly four
months after being taken captive while on a hunt-
ing trip, Qatar said yesterday. A Pakistani national
was also released, the Qatari foreign ministry said.
The pair, who have not been named, were among
more than 20 people abducted from a desert hunt-
ing party close to the Saudi border last December.
“Efforts are still ongoing to free the rest of the 26
kidnapped,” a brief statement published on Qatar’s
official QNA news agency said. It was unclear if any
other Qatari royals were still being held.

Faleh Al-Zayadi, the governor of Muthanna
province where the hunters were seized, told AFP at
the time that “a number of members” of the Qatari
ruling family were among those abducted. He said
the kidnappers were heavily armed and travelled in
dozens of vehicles. A foreign ministry spokesman
told AFP that negotiations were continuing with the
Iraqi government to try to secure the release of the
remaining abductees. It is not known if any ransom
was paid for the two men who were freed.

The hunters were abducted when gunmen
attacked their camp in a Shiite-majority area of
southern Iraq. Nine members of the party managed
to escape and cross into nearby Kuwait. Earlier this
year, the Doha government said Baghdad had a
“responsibility” to free all those who had been kid-
napped. 

Continued on Page 13

Qatari royal 

freed by Iraq 

kidnappers BUCHAREST: Two workers from an Israeli intelligence company
have been arrested in Romania for trying to intimidate the head of
the national anti-corruption agency and hacking emails, officials
said yesterday. An arrest warrant was issued on Sunday for Belgian
David Geclowitz and Israeli-born Ron Weiner, who holds a French
passport. Both work for Israeli firm Black Cube. “An investigation
has been launched and two people have been arrested,” said

Mihaela Porime, a spokeswoman
for prosecutors fighting organ-
ized crime.

“It’s linked to a failed intimida-
tion bid,” added Laura Kovesi, the
chief prosecutor of Romania’s
National Anticorruption
Directorate (DNA). Kovesi, a 42-
year-old former professional bas-
ketball player, is spearheading an
unprecedented anti-corruption
drive in one of Europe’s poorest
and most graft-prone nations.

Probes by the DNA have cost a string of prominent Romanians
their jobs in recent years.

The arrest warrant said Geclowitz and Weiner had in March set
up a “criminal group ... aimed at sullying Kovesi’s image”. They are
suspected of harassing three people close to her, making “numer-
ous threatening telephone calls and hacking into e-mails ... hop-
ing to uncover possible acts of corruption.” They are also thought
to have hacked into the mails of Kovesi’s friends and relatives and
are believed to have been employed by a client being investigat-
ed by the anti-corruption agency, judicial sources said.

Black Cube has several former operatives of Israeli spy agency
Mossad on its payroll, according to Romanian media. Former
Mossad director Meir Dagan was the company’s honorary presi-
dent until his death last month.  —AFP

Israelis arrested

in Romania on 

spying charges

Laura Kovesi
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By Douglas A Silliman
US Ambassador 

to the State of Kuwait

US investment 
summit opens

Investors from around the world will gather in
Washington, DC, June 19-21 for the SelectUSA
Summit, the largest and most important conference

focused on attracting foreign investment to the United
States. The Summit is a great opportunity for Kuwaiti
companies and investors to meet with and hear from
economic development organizations from throughout
the United States, high-level government officials, and
others working to facilitate foreign investment in the
United States.  

The United States and Kuwait have a long and rich
history of cross-border commerce, investment and
trade. America continues to be the premier investment
destination for entrepreneurs and investors from Kuwait
and throughout the world. Kuwait is one of the top 40
sources of foreign direct investment in the United
States. Examples of recent Kuwaiti investments include
the purchase of several Marriott hotels, a financial serv-
ices company opening an office in New York, and invest-
ments in healthcare and technology companies.

Success in the American market can help drive suc-
cess globally. With a GDP nearly $18 trillion, the US
economy is incredibly diverse and provides a thriving
culture of innovation, a productive workforce, strong
intellectual property protection, and a stable energy
supply. Companies of all sizes - from start-ups to multi-
nationals - can find the ideas, employees, resources, and
market they need to be globally competitive. As Warren
Buffett, one of the world’s most successful investors,
said recently, “America’s golden goose of commerce and
innovation will continue to lay more and larger eggs.”

Innovation will be the main theme of this year’s
Summit. We are a world leader in research and develop-
ment, with strong laws to protect intellectual property.
This year’s Summit will feature panels and speakers at
the forefront of innovation.  

Last year, President Barack Obama, six Cabinet minis-
ters, and three US state governors addressed represen-
tatives from more than 70 countries, and from all 50
states.  Participants heard from several top executives
and high-profile business and government leaders, who
shared their insights on the latest business trends. US
economic developers from across the country and inter-
national investors met face-to-face in more than 1,700
individual facilitated business meetings.

I strongly encourage all Kuwaiti businesses - from
start-ups to multinationals - to consider registering for
this year ’s SelectUSA Summit, June 19-21, in
Washington, DC. The US Embassy is recruiting a Kuwaiti
delegation to the event.  Contact our commercial team
to learn how the SelectUSA program can assist you with
your investment efforts.  America is open for your busi-
ness.

For more information visit selectusasummit.us or send
an email to office.kuwaitcity@trade.gov.

Commentary

Summit offers global
investors information and
connections to grow their

businesses all across
America

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Security Bureau Chief Sheikh
Thamer Al-Ali Al-Sabah met with US Ambassador to
Kuwait Douglas Silliman yesterday to discuss issues of
mutual concern. The two sides also discussed means of
boosting bilateral ties between the two countries and
the recent developments in the region, the bureau said
in press statement. The meeting was attended by assis-
tant chief of the bureau Sheikh Sabah Shamlan Al-Sabah.

UN envoy
Meanwhile, Acting Prime Minister and Foreign

Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
met Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General
in Iraq and Head of the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq
(UNAMI) Jan Kubis at Bayan Palace. During the meeting,
they discussed the latest developments of search for
Kuwaiti prisoners, missing persons, properties and

archives, in addition to UNAMI activities. Assistant
Foreign Minister for the First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ambassador Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah and several senior officials of
the Foreign Ministry were present in the meeting.

Kuwait-Saudi ties
Also yesterday, Kuwait’s Deputy Premier and Defense

Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah affirmed the
depth of bilateral relations and keenness of both sides
to strengthen and develop them. Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah made the remark during a meeting with Saudi
Arabia’s Ambassador to the country Dr Abdulaziz Al-
Fayez. During the meeting, the ambassador handed the
minister a written letter from Saudi Deputy Crown
Prince and Defense Minister Mohammad bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz. —KUNA

Kuwait, US discuss mutual topics

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Security Bureau Chief Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-
Sabah meets with US Ambassador to Kuwait Douglas Silliman. —KUNA

Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah meets with Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in
Iraq and Head of the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) Jan Kubis.

Deputy Premier and Defense Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah meets with Saudi Ambassador to Kuwait Dr
Abdulaziz Al-Fayez.

KUWAIT: Visiting Azerbaijan’s Culture and
Tourism Minister Abulfaz Garayev said that
his country is an ideal destination for Gulf
tourists due to various geographic, cultural,
and environmental factors. Azerbaijan also
enjoys several types of tourism that please
most tastes such as sports, shopping, family,
music, history, and arts, Garayev said in a
press conference Tuesday.

He also noted that Baku provides fully
equipped wellness resorts and spas for
health tourists, in addition to all available
services and facilities for bird hunting and
fishing tourists, pointing out the several his-
toric and religions sites in his country.

Gulf tourists will not feel as strangers
when they visit Azerbaijan due to the two
nations’ similarities in traditions and customs,
he said, adding that tourists will find how
friendly and hospitable Azeri people are.

Assistant Undersecretary of the Tourism
sector in Information Ministry Jassim Al-Habib
said meanwhile that the Azeri minister’s visit
aims at activating and re-boosting tourism
cooperation between the two countries.
Azerbaijan has historic and cultural heritage,
in addition to the country’s fabulous nature
and landscape that make the former Soviet
state a significant destination for Kuwaiti
tourists, Habib added, indicating that a
tourism deal is to be signed soon between
Kuwait and Azerbaijan. 

Tourism cooperation
Minister of Information Sheikh Salman

Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah mean-
while stressed the importance of utilizing
media and cultural programs to market
tourism in Azerbaijan for Kuwaiti tourists.
Sheikh Salman made his remarks while meet-

ing with visiting Azeri Minister, reiterating the
ministry’s willingness to air Azeri programs
and shows via Kuwait’s TV and Radio to boost
tourism in that country.

The ministry has laid out, through its 2030
strategy, a number of significant steps that
aim at enhancing and improving its facilities
and touristic services, he said, pointing out
the need for legislative reforms to bolster this
sector. Sheikh Salman, who is also the
Chairman of the National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL), stressed
the importance of exchanging expertise
between the two countries, and increasing
Kuwaiti-Azeri cultural and touristic meet-
ings. Garayev lauded the deep-rooted ties
between his country and GCC States, reiter-
ating his country’ strive to attract Gulf
tourists through opening Azeri airspaces for
many Gulf airlines.  —KUNA

Azerbaijan ideal destination for Gulf tourists: Minister

KUWAIT: Minister of Information Sheikh Salman
Al-Humoud Al-Sabah (right) speaks to the press
during a meeting with Azerbaijan’s Culture and
Tourism Minister Abulfaz Garayev.  —KUNA

Egyptian-Kuwaiti 
committee agrees to 

promote cooperation
KUWAIT: The Egyptian - Kuwaiti joint consular committee
concluded its meeting yesterday and agreed to promote
bilateral cooperation in many fields. Kuwait’s Assistant
Foreign Minister for Consular Affairs Sami Al-Hamad said
“we discussed topics in favor of Kuwaitis’ interests in Egypt
like residence of Kuwaiti students and registration of pos-
sessions”. The committee also dealt with other topics per-
taining to affairs of the Egyptian community in Kuwait like
procedures of entry, arrival and residence, he added.

At the conclusion, Hamad said the meeting was a
chance to share views on different consular issues facing
the two countries. He lauded efforts exerted in this regard
and continued support aimed to make a successful meet-
ing, mainly the directives of foreign ministers of the two
countries that had a positive impact on continuing former
meetings. Kuwait and Egypt have “historic and distin-
guished relations” which highly interest the two leaders,
through harnessing all capabilities to cement these broth-
erly ties, he noted.

Meanwhile, Egypt’s Assistant Foreign Minister for
Consular Affairs Ambassador Hisham Al-Naqib told KUNA in
a similar statement that setting up coordinative mecha-
nisms to address some consular issues, like document
authentication, residence and deportation, was one of
prominent outcomes of the meeting.

“During the meeting, we agreed to enhance cooperation
to facilitate the separation of labor complaints and entitle-
ments of workers,” he said. He added that the committee
focused on different topics of mutual interest on the areas
of health, security, labor, civil information and others. He
pointed out that the meeting’s report was a result of sincere
efforts of the two sides that reflects keenness of officials on
consular affairs so as to remove obstacles and address com-
mon issues.

Naqib indicated that the success made during this
meeting stressed the need to hold regularly other meet-
ings to discuss a number of issues in implementation of
the two leaders’ directives. He said Egypt looks forward to
beginning applying what has been agreed on, with the
aim of addressing obstacles facing citizens of the two
countries and promoting bilateral relations. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for
Consular Affairs Sami Al-Hamad and Egypt’s
Assistant Foreign Minister for Consular Affairs
Ambassador Hisham Al-Naqib shake hands after
signing an agreement. —KUNA 

Kuwait-Jordan trade
exchanges soar to 

$400 million: official
AMMAN: Trade exchanges between Jordan and Kuwait
soared from $44 million in 2000 to some $400 million last

year, by a percentage of 800 per-
cent, said the Jordanian Minister
of Commerce and Industry. Such
continuing and substantial rise of
the commerce exchanges
between Kuwait and Jordan sig-
naled development of the bilateral
relations in general, particularly at
this level, Maha Ali said in an inter-
view yesterday.

Jordanian exports to Kuwait,
last year, rose to $295 million,
placing Kuwait the sixth among
Arab and foreign countries in

trade cooperation with the Kingdom of Jordan, after com-
ing 8th in 2014. Jordan exports to Kuwait various commodi-
ties and products, such as vegetables, fruits, livestock,
papers, fertilizers, medicines, machines and equipment. The
Kingdom imports from Kuwait diesel and poly-ethylene.
The imports from the Gulf country reached $105 million of
value last year.

The two sides regularly hold meetings at the level of joint
committees. The third session was held in Kuwait in
November, 2012. The fourth round is forecast to be held in
Kuwait in May. The technical commercial commission, which
tackles hurdles that obstruct commercial cooperation
between the two countries, held its regular meeting in
Amman in June.

Minister Ali further affirmed the Kingdom’s keenness on
elevating level of bilateral investment cooperation, in the
hope of establishing an economic partnership. Jordan dedi-
cates full care for the Kuwaiti investments, estimated at $12
billion, in the country, she said, indicating that Amman offers
various facilities and incentives for the Kuwaiti entrepre-
neurs.

The Kuwaiti investments are in various sectors such as
tourism, industries, banks, communications, property and
transports. Moreover, Kuwaiti enterprises, estimated at $800
million, centered in industries, agriculture and hospital, ben-
efit from recent legislative and legal amendments.

The Kingdom has recently modified the relevant laws,
centralizing jurisdictions in the Investment Authority, with
aim of facilitating paper work and transactions as well as pro-
cedures related to permits. Kuwait’s contribution to the GCC
grant to the Kingdom accounts to $1.20 billion. —KUNA

Maha Ali
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SINGAPORE/MANAMA: Oil prices
climbed in Asia yesterday after
Kuwait said an agreement to freeze
output during a producers’ meeting
this month could still be reached
despite conflicting statements by
participants. But analysts said the
rebound would not likely last owing
to a painful supply glut and weak
demand caused by the slowing
world economy. At around 08:15
GMT yesterday, US benchmark West
Texas Intermediate for delivery in
May was up $1.03, or 2.87 percent,
at $36.90 and Brent crude for June
was 72 cents, or 1.90 percent, higher
at $38.59.

Both contracts eked out an
increase on Tuesday, but prices are
still well below the $40 level reached
last month following a rally driven
by hopes of an agreement during
the upcoming April 17 producers’
meeting in Doha. Prices dived after
Saudi Deputy Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman said last
week his country would only agree
to limit output if rival producers,
such as Iran, followed suit. But Iran,
which has been raising production
since the West lifted nuclear-linked
sanctions in January, has insisted it
should not be the one to cut back.

Key OPEC member Kuwait, how-
ever, said a freeze deal could still be
reached without Tehran, Bloomberg
News reported. It quoted Kuwait’s
OPEC governor, Nawal Al-Fezaia, as
saying that major producers had no
option but to reach an agreement
and that a freeze could set a floor
price. Ric Spooner, chief market ana-
lyst at CMC Markets in Sydney, said
traders were likely to wait for the
results of the meeting before mak-
ing big bets. “Given the welter of
statements... people are probably
just going to ignore (the comments)
until they get the results of the
meeting,” Spooner said. Comments
by IMF chief Christine Lagarde-that
global economic recovery is still “too

slow” and “too fragile”-further added
to the gloom in the saturated oil
market as it was bad news for
demand, analysts said.

Inevitable procedures
The Arab Finance Ministers meet-

ing in Manama, Bahrain, have dis-
cussed the inevitable procedures

and method to be adopted by coun-
tries of the region to face the falls in
oil prices, Kuwait’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Finance and
Acting Oil Minister Anas Al-Saleh
said. They addressed papers submit-
ted by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) on the issue, Saleh said
yesterday on the sidelines of the 7th
session of the Arab Finance
Ministers Council and the meetings
of the Arab financial institutions. The
ministers also discussed each coun-
try’s experience on countering the

falls that hit their budgets, especially
one like Kuwait which mainly relies
on oil as a source of income.

The topic featured high on the
agenda of the meetings of the Arab
financial institutions whose rev-
enues declined as a result of the
decline in prices, the minister said.
He added that the meetings

endorsed the budgets of most insti-
tutions.

Plummeting prices 
Kuwait, like other countries the

bulk of whose incomes is derived
from oi l ,  currently  faces chal-
lenges and deficits in its budget
for this year and next year, said
Masood Ahmed, Director of the
International  Monetar y Fund
(IMF) Middle East and Central Asia
Department.

The global slump in oil prices has

affected Kuwait’s economy seen in
lower general revenues which in
turn have chipped away at the
nation’s budget, Ahmed said on the
sidelines the meeting. Kuwait, he
noted, has a long arm in fiscal
responsibility over the years,
enabling the government at this
juncture to set in place reform poli-

cies to deal head-on with the new
financial and economic realities and
to ensure the sustainability of the
nation’s economic growth.

Further, he opined that, to deal
with fall ing revenues, Kuwait
should constrict expenditures and
seek alternative sources of rev-
enues and income from non-oil ori-
gins. If that tack is followed, he
said, the country will enjoy diversi-
fication of income and the genera-
tion of ample employment oppor-
tunities. —Agencies

Oil up as Kuwait revives 

hope for output freeze
Arab ministers discuss ways to face plummeting prices

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Two people, a citizen and an
Arab, were killed and six others injured
after a horrific accident between a truck
and an SUV on Wafra road near Sabah Al-
Ahmad City. Firemen freed the trapped
people and handed the injured to para-
medics. Separately, South Salmiya Fire
Center responded to a call about a colli-
sion and injuries on Fifth Ring Road under
the King Faisal bin Abdulaziz Bridge. The
collision left one man dead, while three
others were injured and handed to para-
medics.

Ex-con arrested
A man was arrested after a botched

escape from police during which he
caused one vehicle to be completely
destroyed. The suspect, a Kuwaiti ex-con-
vict wanted to serve five years in jail and
other cases, had attempted to ram into
patrol cars in Maidan Hawally during his
escape attempt. But his plan backfired, as
he instead drove into the parking lot in a
building’s basement, and caused a fire over
there. Salmiya firemen brought the fire
under control without injuries. The man was
arrested and taken to the relevant authori-
ties for further action. In another case, secu-
rity source said a Kuwaiti youth was sent to
the Drugs Control General Department
after being charged with damaging state
property and escaping from police. Police
found 50 tablets suspected of being
Captagon with him.

Firemen injured
A food warehouse in Shuwaikh caught

fire yesterday morning, prompting
response from Industrial Shuwaikh,
Shuhada, Ardhiya and backup fire centers.
Firemen fought the fire from inside and
outside and used ladders. One of the fire-
men was severely injured in the hand and
was taken to hospital by paramedics. Two
other firemen received hand burns and
were treated onsite.

Three killed, nine

injured in two accidents

KUWAIT: Firefighters rescue passengers following a collision on Fifth Ring
Road under the King Faisal bin Abdulaziz Bridge.

Remains of a car that was destroyed during a suspect’s botched escape from
police in Maidan Hawally.

A firefighter tackles a blaze in a
Shuwaikh warehouse.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Astronomer Adel Al-Saadoun said
today’s weather will be stable and that it
would be cloudy during the weekend with
a chance of scattered rain. Saadoun added
that temperatures during the weekend
would be 31-36 degrees centigrade during
daytime and 16-18 degrees centigrade dur-
ing the night. 

Phone bills
The ministry of communication yester-

day urged landline subscribers to pay their
telephone bills to avoid automatic cutting
of services due to take effect in April. The
ministry explained that a warning audio-
recorded message would be dialed to sub-
scribers on April 10 followed by a second
one on April 17 before cutting services on
April 24 for those whose bills exceed the
maximum limit of KD 50 for home lines and

KD 100 for commercial ones. The ministry
explained that programmed cutting of
services would also include lines of sub-
scribers who had made agreements to pay
their debts by monthly installments and
failed to pay them, in addition to those
who had not paid the annual subscription
fees for over six months. Notably, landline
subscriptions can be paid online through
the ministry’s website and the state’s offi-
cial electronic portal. Subscribers can also
inquire about their bills by calling 123. 

New case against Dashti
The interior ministry filed a new case

against MP Abdulhameed Dashti for slan-
dering Saudi Arabia. Notably, an arrest war-
rant has already been issued against Dashti
for slandering Saudi Arabia and Bahrain.
The National Assembly has already lifted
Dashti’s parliamentary immunity to be tried
over his previous charges

Weekend forecast: Cloudy

with a chance of rain

RIYADH: The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries are on the right path to promote
youth development through joint and pur-
poseful activities that reinforce spirit of citi-
zenship and belonging, Minister of
Information and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah said. Sheikh Salman made
those statement yesterday after he led the
Kuwaiti delegation to the 30th meeting of
GCC Ministers of Youth and Sports held in
Riyadh. He added that the GCC states are keen
on implementing the Saudi King Salman bin
Abdulaziz’s vision for bolstering GCC joint
action and encouraging youth and voluntary
work.

He said that during a meeting with King
Salman held earlier today, the Saudi Monarch
offered the GCC ministers, unerring directives
and advice on bolstering GCC unity and pro-
moting joint action, as well as empowering
youth to contribute effectively to develop-
ment in the member states.

Referring to the agenda of today’s ministe-
rial meeting, Sheikh Salman said that it had
discussed Kuwaiti proposals for promoting
youth and voluntary work, making the utmost
of the Kuwaiti efforts over the past seven
years, since a youth ministry was established
in the country.

The ministry enjoys care and attention
from His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The proposals put
forward by the Kuwaiti delegation included
one for a GCC creativity and excellency award,
besides implementing a voluntary project for
the GCC youth in 2016, in line of the Saudi
Monarch vision.

In addition, the GCC sports and youth min-
isters addressed a Saudi initiative for forming
a new media committee. They also discussed a
host of topics on promoting pan-GCC ties
through intensifying youth events to
exchange expertise and knowledge.

Sheikh Salman appreciated the Kingdom’s

honoring of a multitude of the GCC sports and
youth leaderships. He thanked the Saudi offi-
cials for their hard efforts over the past days to
secure successes for the ministerial meetings,
topped with, General President of Youth
Welfare Prince Abdullah bin Musaed bin
Abdulaziz. —KUNA

GCC states on right path for

youth development: Minister

RIYADH: Information Minister and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah attends the 30th meeting of GCC
Ministers of Youth and Sports. —KUNA

CAIRO: Minister of Social Affairs Hind Al-Subaih attends the meeting.  —KUNA

CAIRO: Kuwait has played a key role in achieving sus-
tainable development in the Arab countries, stressed
Minister of Social Affairs Hind Al-Subaih yesterday.
Subaih, also Minister of State for Planning and
Development, made the statement on the sidelines of
the ministerial conference on achieving the ‘2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development’ in the Arab
countries.

She said Kuwait’s participation in the event is part of
efforts of promoting cooperation among Arabs to pro-
vide a complete strategy on sustainable development.
She added that priorities of Arab countries are similar
and intertwined with the goals of development. “We, as
Arab countries, should cooperate with international
organizations as they have some indicators that we
should take care of so as to achieve sustainable devel-
opment,” she said.

She called for boosting cooperation among Arabs to
curb unemployment, poverty, hungry and other issues
impeding development. The minister expressed her hope
that the conference would issue some recommendations
to help Arab countries achieve goals. Asked about presid-
ing over a first session of the conference, she said it
reviewed the 2030 development strategy submitted by
Egypt, adding that it discussed a working paper on devel-
opment planning in Arab countries.  —KUNA

Kuwait plays prominent role in achieving

Arab sustainable development: Minister
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Chamber of Commerce 

holds biannual elections

KUWAIT: The bi-annual elections of Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry kicked off yesterday with 19 candi-
dates competing for 12 board seats. This is the 28th round of
elections for the chamber, head of the elections’ organizing
committee Ahmad Al-Zabin said. There are 24,000 companies
with the right to vote, he added. The number of voters until
11:30 am was 2,539, he said. The chamber’s board consists of
24 seats with a term of four years. The elections are held every
two years to elect half of the members. — KUNA

WHO hails Kuwait’s aid

to save Syrians’ lives 

GENEVA: The World Health Organization (WHO)
hailed Kuwait’s financial support of $12.8 million to
save the lives of Syrians by treating patients with
chronic and life-threatening diseases since the war
broke out in the country. In a statement released
yesterday, WHO said that Kuwait financed the orga-
nization’s efforts in Syria to cure different diseases
including cancer, diabetes, kidney failure and many
others. — KUNA

Photo
o f  t h e  d a y

In Brief

Kuwait holds 4th

oil conference 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) will sponsor
Kuwait fourth oil and gas conference (2016) due on April
11-12, the KPC said yesterday. Deputy Prime Minister,
Finance Minister, Acting Oil Minister and the KPC Board
Chairman Anas Al-Saleh is set to attend conference,
themed ‘distinctiveness between competition and weak
prices,’ it said. The event would provide “an effective plat-
form for expertise exchange among the national and inter-
national companies” in the oil sector, said Nezar Al-Adsani,
the Deputy Chairman and Chief Executive Officer.  — KUNA

KUWAIT: A worker trims a palm tree near a building in Kuwait City yesterday. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources
(PAAAFR) is experimenting with different
varieties of trees to find those suitable for
Kuwait’s harsh local climate. 

PAAAFR “is currently conducting a series
of experiments to identify (new) plants that
can be grown in Kuwait,” Director of agricul-
tural guidance Ghanem Al-Sanad said
adding that some were proven successful
after being planted in the local environ-
ment, despite Kuwait’s arid climate and
extremely hot summer temperatures. 

Sanad explained that PAAAFR cultivated
the arjun tree which can withstand the
harsh conditions during the summer as
well as low temperatures during the winter.
In previous years, the Forestation and
Rangelands Management Department at
PAAAFR has executed numerous tree-
planting projects, in accordance with the
greening plans set forth by the State of
Kuwait. The arjun tree comes from the
Indian sub-continent and has been linked
to the ancient Indian heritage (ayurveda)
and used in folk medicine and also has cul-
tural value in the Asian nation.

The arjun is usually found growing on riv-
er banks or near dry river beds in
Bangladesh, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
West Bengal and south and central India. The
arjun is about 20-25 meters tall; usually has a

buttressed trunk, and forms a wide canopy at
the crown, from which branches drop down-
wards. It has oblong, conical leaves which are
green on the top and brown below; smooth,
grey bark; it has pale yellow flowers which
appear between March and June; its
glabrous, 2.5 to 5 cm fibrous woody fruit,

divided into five wings, appears between
September and November.

Sanad said that arjun tree has medical
benefits as its trunk contains calcium and
magnesium salts and Algelokosadat. “Its
content of antioxidants are equivalent to
what is found in some vitamins and the
leaves’ juice is used as a cure beverage for
many diseases.” — KUNA

Kuwait experiments 

planting arjun trees

KUWAIT: Al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK)
recently held its Annual ‘Best of the Best’
Awards ceremony on 23rd March 2016 at
the Jumeirah Hotel. This event is held each
year to recognize the tremendous efforts of
customer service employees and to thank
them for their hard work, commitment, and
consistent performance. 

The ‘Best of the Best’ awards are based
on two award categories namely, “The Best
Branch in Service and Sales” and “The Best
Staff in Service and Sales”.

Stewart Lockie, General Manager of
Retail Banking at ABK, said “We are very
happy to see such committed staff work-
ing at ABK. Their hard work and compe-

tence is a key driver of success and it is a
pleasure to be able to recognize their out-
standing efforts.” 

Fawzy Al-Thunayan, General Manager of
Board Affairs at ABK praised the outstand-
ing efforts of ABK staff and pointed out that
ABK has been awarded the ‘’Best Retail
Bank in Kuwait’ by The Asian Banker, ‘Best
Retail Bank of the Year’ by The European
Magazine - a Thomson Reuters Affiliate, as
well as the ‘Best Customer Loyalty Program
in Kuwait’ from Banker Middle East. These
awards are an endorsement of the efforts
of ABK employees and their commitment
to provide  customers with the best bank-
ing solutions available.

ABK rewards ‘Best of the Best’

employees in retail banking

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has par-
ticipated in the graduation ceremony of Kuwait
University ’s (KU) College of Business
Administration as part of its social responsibility
and supporting the youth and students.

The ceremony that encompassed over 200
students was held under the patronage of the
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem
and in the presence of Assistant Dean of
Students Affairs Dr Mohammad Al-Fahad, and a
number of faculty members.

Speaking at the event, Manager Group Public
Relations at KFH Yousef Abdullah Al-Ruwaieh
indicated that KFH is keen on assuming the
social responsibility towards all segments of
society, yet it strives to support the students as

they are key pillars in achieving the comprehen-
sive development in the country. KFH supports
their graduation projects and their various activ-
ities in line with its strategy and pioneering role
in achieving the corporate social responsibility.

Ruwaieh expressed his sincere congratula-
tions to the graduates and their parents for what
they achieved. He extended his appreciation to
the organizers for their exerted efforts in making
the event a success. 

Meanwhile, Dr Mohammad Al-Fahad praised
KFH in recognition of the significant role it plays
in shouldering social responsibility towards stu-
dents and the educational process which
reflects its prestigious status as a global leading
Islamic financial institution.A number of graduates

KFH participates in KU

College graduation ceremony

Yousef Al-Ruwaieh speaking
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KUWAIT: Gulf Bank continues its sup-
port to the Kuwait Association for the
Care of Children in Hospital (KACCH)
as part of its ongoing charitable com-

mitments. During the visit to the Bayt
Abdullah Children’s Hospice, Laila Al-
Qatami, Gulf Bank’s Assistant General
Manager -Corporate Communications

presented a cheque to the KACCH
Founding Director, Margaret Al-Sayer,
who expressed her sincere thanks and
appreciation for the pivotal role Gulf
Bank has made in caring for hospital-
ized children. 

KACCH is one of Kuwait’s leading
NGOs, providing a wide range of
services for hospitalized children.
The association organizes and con-
ducts different activities for hospi-
tal ized chi ldren with an aim of
reducing the adverse effects of hos-
pitalization on their development
and well-being. 

This donation is part of Gulf Bank’s
annual contribution and ongoing
commitment to help provide superior
levels of health care and an enhanced
stay for hospitalized children. 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The Dasman Diabetes Institute cele-
brated World Health Day yesterday, which
focused on fighting the chronic disease of dia-
betes under the slogan ‘Fight Diabetes’. Dasman
Diabetes Institute (DDI) decided to expand
awareness activities by launching a mobile clinic
in cooperation with Zain in the presence of the
institute’s Director General Dr Qais Al-Duwairi,
Chairman of Institute Regents Dr Hilal Al-Sayer,
Director General of Kuwait Institute of Medical
Specialties Dr Ibrahim Hadi and Zain Kuwait’s
CEO Iman Al-Roudhan.

Duwairi said the goal behind the mobile clin-
ic is to spread awareness in the society by pro-
viding health information and advice during
preliminary tests. He said the latest statistics by
the International Diabetes Federation (IDF)
shows the escalating rates of diabetes incidents
around the world in 2015, and it is expected to
have one adult with diabetes out of every 10
persons in 2040.

Kuwait’s statistics
Dr Duwairi said Kuwait’s statistics show the

prevalence of Type 2 diabetes in the age group
of 20 to 79 is around 20 percent, while Type 1
diabetes among children below 15 saw 37 cases
out of 100,000, placing Kuwait third worldwide.
He said the World Health Organization considers
diabetes among the diseases that have reached
critical levels in some developing nations, and
described it as a national crisis with top priority
that needs to be confronted.

He said the DDI prepared a plan to hold vari-
ous activities on the occasion of World Health
Day including the mobile clinic that will visit var-
ious public and private places. He added that
this comes within the efforts to spread health
awareness in the society, which is part of DDI’s
mission to limit the effects of diabetes and its
related complications in Kuwait. He said the plan
calls for cooperation with Zain
Telecommunications to spread health aware-
ness among various groups in the society by
using technological communications tools for
messages with medical information.

Advanced studies
Dr Duwairi said the institute is currently con-

ducting advanced studies in cooperation with
international bodies, and mentioned that more
than 109 publications were published on dia-
betes and its complications.

Meanwhile, Dr Sayer said diabetes now rep-
resents a danger in Kuwait and GCC countries,
adding that people in the region are not aware
of the danger of the disease and its complica-
tions that are now contributing to a higher mor-
tality rate. He said there are programs supported
by the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement
of Sciences that rely on educating school stu-

dents to change their way of living and eating
habits and be active, as this is highly important
to keep their bodies healthy.

In its April 2016 report the World Health
Organization (WHO) said that the number of
people with diabetes has nearly quadrupled
since 1980. Prevalence is increasing worldwide,
particularly in low- and middle-income coun-
tries. The causes are complex, but the rise is due
in part to increases in the number of people
who are overweight, including an increase in
obesity, and in a widespread lack of physical
activity.

Diabetes of all types can lead to complica-
tions in many parts of the body and increase the
risk of dying prematurely. In 2012 diabetes was
the direct cause of 1.5 million deaths globally. A
large proportion of diabetes and its complica-
tions can be prevented by a healthy diet, regular
physical activity, maintaining a normal body
weight and avoiding tobacco use. In April 2016,
WHO published the Global report on diabetes,
which calls for action to reduce exposure to the
known risk factors for type 2 diabetes and to
improve access to and quality of care for people
with all forms of diabetes.

KUWAIT: Waleed Al-Khashti, Corporate Communications and Relations
Department Manager at Zain (left), Iman Al-Roudhan, Zain Kuwait’s CEO (sec-
ond from left) and Dr Qais Al-Duwairi, Director General of the Dasman
Diabetes Institute (third from left) are pictured in front of the mobile clinic. 

Chairman of Institute Regents Dr Hilal Al-Sayer, Zain Kuwait’s CEO Iman Al-
Roudhan and Director General of the Dasman Diabetes Institute Dr Qais
Al-Duwairi tour an exhibition held as part of the event.

(From left) Abdellatif Sharaa, Dasman Diabetes Institute’s Public Relations
Director Tareq Al-Aryan, Director General of Kuwait Institute of Medical
Specialties Dr Ibrahim Hadi and Director General of the Dasman Diabetes
Institute Dr Qais Al-Duwairi. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Dasman Institute launches mobile

clinic to raise diabetes awareness

The World Health Organization (WHO) mentioned ten facts about diabetes, which are:

Fact 1: About 422 million people worldwide have diabetes.
Fact 2: Diabetes is one of the leading causes of death in the world.
Fact 3: There are two major forms of diabetes. Type 1 diabetes is characterized by a lack of
insulin production and type 2 diabetes results from the body’s ineffective use of insulin. 
Fact 4: A third type of diabetes is gestational diabetes, which is characterized by hypergly-
caemia, or raised blood sugar, with values above normal but below those diagnostic of dia-
betes, during pregnancy. 
Fact 5: Type 2 diabetes is much more common than type 1 diabetes.
Fact 6: People with diabetes can live long and healthy lives when their diabetes is detected
and well-managed.
Fact 7: Early diagnosis and intervention is the starting point for living well with diabetes.
Fact 8: The majority of diabetes deaths occur in low- and middle-income countries.
Fact 9: Diabetes is an important cause of blindness, amputation and kidney failure.
Fact 10: Type 2 diabetes can be prevented.

Ten facts about diabetes

Dr Qais Al-Duwairi, Director General of the
Dasman Diabetes Institute speaks at the event.

Zain Kuwait’s CEO Iman Al-Roudhan (left)
speaks with Dr Qais Al-Duwairi, Director
General of the Dasman Diabetes Institute
inside the mobile clinic.

Gulf Bank visits KACCH

BRUSSELS: The State of Kuwait on
Tuesday gifted the Permanent Court
of Arbitration (PCA) a copy of the orga-
nization’s rules book, translated in
Arabic. The Arabic copy is the first to
be translated from English, with 1,000
copies provided, said Hafeeth Al-Ajmi,
Kuwait’s ambassador to the
Netherlands. This translated copy will
contribute to spreading legal culture
in the Arab world, especially within
academic bodies, he noted.

Meanwhile, PCA Director General
Hugo Siblesz expressed deepest
appreciation for Kuwait over such
invaluable gift. PCA is an international
organization based in the Peace
Palace, The Hague, the Netherlands. It
is not a court, does not have perma-
nent judges, and should not be con-
fused with the International Court of
Justice, a separate institution also in
the Peace Palace.

Established in 1899 by the first

Hague Peace Conference, the PCA is a
permanent bureaucracy that assists
temporary tribunals to resolve dis-
putes among states (and similar enti-
ties), intergovernmental organizations,
or even private parties arising out of
international agreements. The cases
span a range of legal issues involving
territorial and maritime boundaries,
sovereignty, human rights, interna-
tional investment, and international
and regional trade. — KUNA

Kuwait gifts book to Permanent Court

KUWAIT: Margaret Al-Sayer, KACCH’s Founding Director, and Laila Al-Qatami, Assistant General Manager -
Corporate Communications at Gulf Bank along with members of KACCH and Gulf Bank’s teams.
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High school dropouts cost
KD 91 million in five years

KUWAIT: Ministry of Education announced that the finan-
cial waste resulting from students failing or dropping out
of high school reached KD 24 million in one year, and a
total of KD 91.2 million in five years; from 2005 to 2010.
Statistics showed that dropouts and failed students in high
schools had cost the ministry KD 12.3 million in 2005-2006,
KD 20.7 million in 2006-2007, KD 19.8 million in 2007-2008,
KD 22.3 million in 2008-2009 and KD 16.1 million in 2009-
2010, said Shokriya Al-Sa’eedi, the head of high school
directors’ council and high school supervisor at Ahmadi
educational area. She was speaking on the sidelines of a
symposium held at Safiya Bint Abdul Muttaleb school in
Mangaf and attended by the ministry’s Undersecretary Dr
Haitham Al-Athari. Sa’eedi added that the largest number
of dropouts was registered in Jahra educational area,
where 35 percent of the students (15 percent boys and 18
percent girls) dropped out while Hawally had the least
number of dropouts of less than one percent. — Al-Anbaa

Detectives get more powers
KUWAIT: Director General of the Investigations
Department Major General Fahd Al-Dousari gave directors
of investigations authorities that were previously limited to
the director general only, in order to get rid of bureaucracy
and expedite cases. Dousary authorized investigations
directors to temporarily shelve cases when the culprit is
not known, and authorized them to issue “to whom it may
concern” certificates in cases registered in their domain,
based on applications submitted to them, instead of refer-
ring applicants to the directorate general. — Al-Rai

‘Mandoubs’ renamed
KUWAIT: The Manpower Public Authority issued a cir-
cular to amend the term ‘mandoub’ given to represen-
tatives of companies who carry out labor transactions
with the relevant passports and social affairs ministry
authorities, to ‘general mandoub.’ The title is given to
the representative of every company that has more
than 25 workers registered in their files, and not
according to the estimated number needed. A second
‘mandoub’ designation can be given if the number of
employees exceed 100. — Al-Anbaa 

Subsidized products
KUWAIT: Kuwait Supplies Company’s review of its
annual contracts in regards to subsidized products
showed drop in its prices. According to sources, the
company’s new contracts submitted to Ministry of
Commerce and Industry for approval indicate a drop
in spending on subsidized goods for the fiscal year
2016/2017 by nearly KD 1.7 million. The price of sub-
sidized tomato paste in the new contracts dropped
by KD 0.250 per dozen, while local frozen chicken’s
price dropped to KD 0.020 per kilo. The sources said
the reductions made by the company were not limit-
ed to goods it contracts every year, rather it included
subsidized goods that the company reviews the
prices of monthly such as sugar, cooking oil, and
lentils. — Al-Rai

Crime
R e p o r t

Debtor caught
Police arrested a citizen in his 40s in Mangaf for finan-
cial cases and debt totalling KD 13,000. When the man
was stopped and questioned, he claimed to have for-
gotten his ID at home. But he was suspected and tak-
en in for further identification and later arrested.

Two disappear
with KD 1 million

KUWAIT: A Syrian man and his son bought several trailer
trucks for KD 1.4 million and were to pay in installments.
Then the dealers learned that the two had left the country
after they were late in making payments. The dealers
attempted to repossess the vehicles only to find out that
the Syrians had sold them to a third party for KD 1 million.
This raised the question of how the men were able to
transfer the titles when there remained a lien against it.
Detectives investigating the issue discovered that a Traffic
Department employee helped transfer the title by remov-
ing the note in the computer system marking that the title
had a lien against it. This enabled the men to sell several of
the vehicles, take the money and flee the country.

Fire in residence
Firemen rescued the guard of a concrete plant when
fire broke out in his residence near Sabah Al-Ahmad
residential area. Firemen rescued the Egyptian guard
as the fire raged, as he was injured. The fire destroyed
a room and the kitchen of the residence.

Woman injured in fall
An Indian woman was admitted to Adan hospital’s inten-
sive care unit after falling from a height. Paramedics
rushed to the call, and found the woman in critical condi-
tion. Investigations are underway, as Ahmadi detectives
were informed. It is unknown if the woman jumped, fell or
was pushed.

A
l-Jarida

Al-Anbaa

By Thaar Al-Rasheedi

According to statistics of the Central Statistical
Bureau (CSC) in 2013, the average salary of a
Kuwaiti working in a civilian job was KD 1,376.

Statistics also showed that over 340,000 citizens work
in such jobs. So, with this official figure and now after
the government made its proposal on increasing elec-
tricity consumption tariffs, each of those citizens
would lose KD 1,050 every
month in rent, electricity
and water consumption bills
by paying KD 600 for accom-
modating a five -member
family and KD 450 for elec-
tricity and water, according
to the new prices.  This
means that a citizen would
pay 76 percent of his salary,
leaving him with only 24
percent (KD 330) to go
through the month. Just
imagine this - a five-member family living on KD 330 a
month. What kind of logic is this?!

The problem with the government’s proposals is
that they are based on false and inaccurate statistics,
surveys and studies. According to a survey by the cen-

sus directorate two years ago, a Kuwaiti family’s aver-
age income was KD 3,351. The same survey showed
that 60 percent of citizens lived in villas, forgetting
that 120,000 families were still waiting to get their
government-provided houses and are paying rent.

Such inaccurate and imaginative surveys are
behind the terrible situations we are going through

and are most likely going to
bring us more disasters
because they are the basis
of all government decisions.
“Well, along with his wife, a
citizen makes over KD 3,500
a month, and it is no harm if
electricity bills jump from
KD 45 to KD 450.” This is
apparently how the govern-
ment thinks. 

Well, this survey ignored
over 107,000 retirees and

that almost half of them get below KD 1,000 a month,
according to a response by the finance minister to an
inquiry filed by MP Abdulrahman Al-Jeeran. Those
people will be slain by the new bills! 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Electricity might kill retirees

Panama

Ex-con rearrested
Policemen arrested an ex-convict citizen in Mubarak
Al-Kabeer area after he attempted to escape from an
inspection checkpoint. He was found wanted on
attempted murder and rape charges. Police noticed
that he turned away from the direction of a check-
point, so policemen chased and arrested him. He will
be sent to criminal detectives.

Artificial fingerprints
Special missions force arrested a Saudi national and a
bedoon with nine envelopes of artificial finger prints (sili-
con) and were taken to criminal detectives for suspicion of
forgery.

ATM card with PIN used
A thief withdrew KD 250 from the bank account of an
Egyptian man, after finding the ATM card with the PIN
written on it. The man told Maidan Hawally police that
after losing the ATM card, he went to get a replacement
and was surprised that KD 250 had been withdrawn. The
detectives are investigating.

This means that a citizen

would pay 76 percent of

his salary, leaving him

with only 24 percent to

go through the month

KUWAIT: Bahrah Trading Company (BTC), one of
the Al-Sayer Group Holding Companies and exclu-
sive distributor of  RESQTEC products in Kuwait
held equipment display and demonstration ses-
sion at the Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
Al-Rai Workshop. Latest technologies in materials
and engineering to deliver the best, safest and
most durable equipment that can withstand the
harsh rescue environment was showcased during
the session. 

The event was attended by Mubarak Naser Al-
Sayer CEO Al-Sayer Group Holding, Hamza
Melakandy General Manager Bahrah Trading
Company, RESQTEC delegates Dennis Beck Global
Sales Director, Johan van den Haak ˝Field
Marketing Specialist, Lieutenant General Yousef

Abdullah Al Ansari Director General, Major General
Khaled Rakan Al-Mekrad Deputy Director General
for Prevention Affairs Sector, Brigadier General
Mohammed Abdullah Al-Shatti Director of Capital
Governorate Fire Department along with other
senior officials from various sectors of KFSD. 

According to Mubarak Naser Al-Sayer CEO Al-
Sayer Group Holding “Historically BTC and Al-Sayer
Group have partnered with strong global brands to
bring best quality products to Kuwait. With this
event we are repeating this tradition in coopera-
tion with the Kuwait Fire Services Directorate. In
addition to our business objectives, being a socially
committed organization our aim is to care for lives
of people.” 

Dennis Beck RESQTEC Global Sales Director said

“All our products are similar in the way that they
are all dedicated to save lives and to guarantee safe
conditions for the rescuer. RESQTEC has the global
reach to support our customers in their rescue
operations. We are focused on innovation and edu-
cation that have the power to transform rescue in
safe and timely operations.

Advantages
Explaining the advantages of RESQTEC prod-

ucts Hamza Melakandy, General Manager BTC said
“As a leading global manufacturer of high perform-
ance rescue equipment, RESQTEC helps the rescue
industry to operate under safe circumstances, to be
capable and in control. We are excited about their
innovative product line-up and will continue to
offer excellent aftersales service.” RESQTEC Zumro B
V, is a leading multinational firm based in Lisse,
Netherlands. With over 40 years of experience
RESQTEC is the innovative solution provider of res-
cue and recovery equipment supporting rescue
and recovery teams all over the world. 

RESQTEC strives to be a true innovative solution
provider that understands the complications of any
rescue or recovery operation. Key areas of contri-
bution for RESQTEC are to raise standards in daily
rescue operations, to increase understanding by
sharing knowledge and to develop the equipment
that exceeds the expectations of our rescuers.

The solutions and products RESQTEC deliver are
primary dedicated to extricate victims from
entrapped positions, committed to delivering the
best solutions by using the latest technologies in
materials and engineering; to educate, but also to
learn from the rescuer to convert today’s knowl-
edge in tomorrow’s success.

Bahrah Trading Company

holds open day for RESQTEC 
In cooperation with Kuwait Fire Services Directorate
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WASHINGTON: Texas Senator Ted Cruz com-
manded new momentum yesterday in the race
for the White House with a solid Wisconsin pri-
mary win, making it harder for frontrunner
Donald Trump to clinch the Republican nomi-
nation outright.

Upstart senator Bernie Sanders also beat
frontrunner Hillary Clinton in the Midwestern
state, bolstering his claim to be a viable alter-
native standard-bearer to the former secretary
of state and first lady.

Sanders has now won six of the last seven
Democratic nominating contests against
Clinton. But the Wisconsin results were almost
certainly more damaging for Trump. The bil-
lionaire stormed to the fore last year with a
brash anti-establishment message. But he has
suffered setbacks in recent weeks with a string
of controversial comments about abortion,
NATO and nuclear weapons.

Cruz captured most  of  Wisconsin’s  42
Republican delegates, making it far less likely
that Trump will win the 1,237 delegates neces-
sary to secure the nomination outright. This
raises the prospect of a contested convention
in July when the delegates meet to choose the
party nominee for the November presidential
election.

‘Turning point’ 
“Tonight is a turning point. It is a rallying

cr y,” Cruz told cheering suppor ters  in
M ilwaukee af ter  he received a hug from
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker, one of sev-
eral former 2016 presidential candidates to
have endorsed him. “It is a call from the hard-
working men and women of Wisconsin to the
people of America. We have a choice, a real
choice.”

Trump made no public appearance after
the results were announced. His campaign
released a statement that criticized Cruz as,
among other things, “worse than a puppet -
he is a Trojan horse, being used by the party
bosses attempting to steal the nomination
from Mr Trump.” Cruz and the anti-Trump
movement had eyed Wisconsin as a firewall
against the real  estate tycoon’s march to
become the GOP flag bearer.

Analysts said Tuesday’s vote could alter the

trajectory of the Republican race. “ Trump
needs every delegate to get to 1,237, and
tonight was a significant setback,” veteran
election analyst Larry Sabato of the University
of Virginia told AFP. “It’s not impossible for
Trump to still get there, but the likelihood is
that Trump will  be a few dozen delegates
short of a majority,” he added, meaning the
likelihood of a contested convention has
increased substantially.

Tuesday’s results cement Cruz’s status as
the leading anti-Trump candidate, with Ohio
Governor John Kasich far behind. Cruz used
his victory speech to turn the spotlight on a
possible face-off with Clinton. “Hillary, get
ready. Here we come,” he said. Cruz also pre-
dicted he could earn the 1,237 delegates
needed to win the nomination.

That goal will  be extremely difficult to
reach: experts have projected Cruz would
need to win 90 percent or more of remaining
delegates to reach the magic number. With 98
percent of votes counted, Cruz, a conservative
senator from Texas, was ahead with 48.3 per-
cent of the vote, compared to 35 percent for
Trump.  Kasich was a distant third at 14 per-
cent.

On the Democratic side, Vermont Senator
Sanders led with 56.4 percent to 43.3 percent
over Clinton. “This campaign is giving energy
and enthusiasm to millions of Americans,”
Sanders told supporters in Wyoming, which
holds a Democratic vote Saturday. Sanders
said his momentum gives him an “excellent
chance” to win California, Oregon and other
states.

“We have a path toward victory, a path
toward the White House,” he declared. But
Clinton, the onetime first lady who is aiming
to become the nation’s first female command-
er in chief, has the delegate math in her favor
and can look forward to the upcoming races
with some confidence.

She leads Sanders by double digits in New

Cruz invigorates anti-Trump camp with Wisconsin win 
Crushing defeat leaves Trump damaged and shaken

York,  her adopted home state which
votes April 19, and Pennsylvania, which
casts ballots a week later. Trump also
leads handily in his home state of New
York and in Pennsylvania.

Trump’s sour grapes 
His  campaign for  months had

appeared to be fireproof. Yet the billion-
aire went into Tuesday’s vote after a bru-
tal week on the campaign trail. Analysts
notably pointed to comments on abor-
tion that damaged his standing with
women voters. 

After the Wisconsin vote, his team
lashed out at Cruz, saying the senator
had “the entire party apparatus behind

him.” Trump had 740 delegates heading
into Tuesday. Cruz had 474 and Kasich
145, according to CNN. 

If none reaches the threshold of 1,237
before the Republican primary races wrap
up on June 7,  the nominee could be
decided at a contested convention where,
after the first ballot, delegates will be free
to vote according to personal preference
instead of being bound by the primary
results. Clinton secured 1,742 delegates
prior to Tuesday-including 483 so-called
“super-delegates” who are not bound by
primary results-while Sanders has 1,051,
according to a CNN tally. A candidate
needs 2,383 delegates to secure the
Democratic nomination. —AFP

MILWAUKEE: Republican presidential candidate Sen Ted Cruz, R-Texas, raises hands with Wisconsin Gov Scott Walker (left) and his
wife Heidi during a primary night campaign event. —AP

Iran to send team 
to Saudi to discuss 

haj pilgrimage
DUBAI: Iran plans to send a delegation to Saudi Arabia to discuss
new arrangements for the haj pilgrimage to Makkah, Iran’s Tasnim
news agency said yesterday, the first official visit by either side
since ties were severed in January.

The pilgrimage was marred last September by a deadly crush
that killed hundreds of people, many of them Iranians, which
drove up tensions between the two powers. It comes this year
with Sunni powerhouse Saudi Arabia and Shi’ite Iran still locked in
a row that has fuelled sectarian tensions in the Middle East.

The head of Iran’s haj organization, Saeed Ohadi, said Saudi
authorities had invited Tehran to send a delegation to Riyadh on
April 14 to discuss preparations for haj, which is expected to fall
again in September this year. Ohadi told state news agency IRNA
that the Iranian delegation members were still waiting for their
visas and were expecting to meet the Saudi haj minister.

“The fate of this year’s haj will be decided in this meeting,”
Ohadi said, according Tasnim news agency. Saudi officials could
not immediately be reached for a comment. Saudi Arabia has
faced heavy criticism for its handling of the crush last year, in
which up to 2,070 people were believed to have been killed
according to a Reuters tally, making it one of the deadliest haj dis-
asters in recent memory.

Saudi officials have stood by their official counts of 769 dead
and 934 injured, figures that have not been updated since two
days after the crush. Saudi King Salman ordered an investigation
into the causes of the crush, which occurred as two groups of pil-
grims converged at a crossroads in a tent city outside Makkah. But
more than six months after the disaster, no findings have been
published.

Iranian officials have accused Riyadh of mishandling the
response and complained of delays in repatriating the bodies of
the 461 Iranian nationals who died in Makkah. The disaster exac-
erbated tensions between Riyadh and Tehran, as many of the pil-
grims killed were Iranian. Saudi Arabia severed ties with Iran after
demonstrators angry at the execution of a prominent Shi’ite cleric
attacked Saudi diplomatic missions. —Reuters



I N T E R N AT I O N A L

THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2016

UNITED NATIONS: Fewer UN relief convoys
are reaching starving civilians in Syria’s
besieged areas, prompting the United States
on Tuesday to call for renewed pressure on
the Damascus regime to allow access for aid
deliveries. The UN Security Council heard
during a closed-door meeting that food aid
in March reached 21 percent of Syria’s
500,000 people trapped in besieged areas,
down from 25 percent in February.

“We need the trend lines going in a much
different direction,” US Ambassador
Samantha Power told reporters after the
briefing. “Every besieged area needs to be
reached. All those in hard-to-reach areas
need to be reached, and we are a long way
from that.”

The United Nations began scaling up
deliveries of aid in Syria after a ceasefire
went into force in February, hoping the des-
perately needed supplies will shore up a

fragile peace process that began that same
month. Aid deliveries to hard-to-reach areas
however climbed to 83,000 in March from
53,000 in February, according to UN aid offi-
cials. Power singled out the rebel-held town
of Daraya, which has received “not one
crumb of UN food, since 2012” and was in
urgent need of supplies after shelling pollut-
ed the water. The United States and its part-
ners have “appealed to those with influence”
over the Syrian regime to press for more
humanitarian access, said Power in a refer-
ence to Russia.

Chinese Ambassador Liu Jieyi, the coun-
cil’s president for this month, said Daraya
was “part of a bigger problem” of humanitar-
ian access in Syria. “We need to really look at
the problem from all dimensions and, who-
ever can have influence to bear on the differ-
ent parties, we should really work together,”
he said.   — AFP 

Less food aid reaching 

Syria’s besieged towns

AMMAN: The first Syrian family to be resettled
in the US under a speeded-up “surge operation”
for refugees left Jordan yesterday for Kansas
City, Missouri, to start a new life. Ahmad Al-
Abboud, who is being resettled with his wife
and five children, said he is thankful to Jordan,
where he has lived for three years after fleeing
Syria’s civil war. But the 45-year-old from Homs,
Syria, said he was ready to build a better life in
the US.

“I’m happy. America is the country of free-
dom and democracy, there are jobs opportuni-
ties, there is good education, and we are look-
ing forward to having a good life over there,” Al-
Abboud said. They have been living in Mafraq,
north of Amman. Al-Abboud was unable to find
work, and the family was surviving on food
coupons.

“I am ready to integrate in the US and start a
new life,” he told The Associated Press in
Amman’s airport before the family boarded a

flight to Kansas City. Al-Abboud said he wanted
to learn English and find a job to support his
family.

Resettling 10,000 refugees 
Since October, 1,000 Syrian refugees have

moved to the US from Jordan. President Barack
Obama has set a target of resettling 10,000
Syrian refugees by Sept 30. A resettlement cen-
ter opened in Amman in February to help meet
that goal, and about 600 people are inter-
viewed every day at the center.

The temporary processing center will run
until April 28, said US Ambassador Alice Wells,
who was at the airport to see the al-Abboud
family depart.  Gina Kassem, the regional
refugee coordinator at the US Embassy in
Amman, said that while the target of 10,000
applies to Syrian refugees living around the
world, most will be resettled from Jordan.

“The 10,000 (figure) is a floor and not a ceil-

ing, and it is possible to increase the number,”
Kassem told reporters. While the resettlement
process usually takes 18 to 24 months, the
surge operation will reduce the time to three
months, Kassem said. The UN Refugee Agency
prioritizes the most vulnerable cases for reset-
tlement, and refers them to the US to review,
Kassem said. The priority is given to high-risk
groups such as unaccompanied minors and vic-
tims of torture and gender-based violence, she
said.

“We do not have exclusions or look for fami-
lies with certain education background, lan-
guage skills or other socio-economic factors,
and we do not cut family sizes,” she said. Jordan
hosts about 635,000 of the more than 4.7 mil-
lion Syrians who have registered with the UN
refugee agency after fleeing the war. The total
number of Syrians in Jordan is more than 1.2
million, including those who arrived before the
conflict began in 2011. — AP 

1st Syrians leave for US under 

surge resettlement program
‘I am ready to integrate and start a new life’ 

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s authorities launched a
probe yesterday into a leak of the personal
data of some 50 million Turkish citizens,
the latest breach to expose weaknesses in
the country’s information security. The
massive database-containing Turks’ names,
identity numbers and addresses-was post-
ed online by hackers earlier this week
along with sharp jabs at the country’s lead-
ership. 

Ankara federal prosecutors have
opened an investigation into the data spill
which risks exposing most of Turkey’s 78
million Turkish citizens to identity theft
and fraud, Turkish media reports said.
Transport and Communications Minister
Binali Yildirim initially brushed off the leak
as an “old story” but yesterday confirmed
the security breach, saying “we now know
who leaked it”. “The data that was given to
political parties for elections in 2009 and

afterwards has been leaked,” he said. 
Yildirim suggested the breach had been

the work of “the parallel structure” a phrase
used to describe a network run by
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s arch-foe,
the US-based cleric Fethullah Gulen. Gulen
is often accused of running a parallel state
aimed at usurping Erdogan and his sup-
porters are a favored target of govern-
ment.

“In line with the law, additional meas-
ures are being taken as regards the access
of personal information,” Yildirim said,
warning of “serious prison terms” for those
who divulged confidential data. Justice
Minister Bekir Bozdag said the investiga-
tion would focus on “where this was leaked
from, finding out how it was leaked.”

‘It is a trap’
Local media said the site where the

data was posted appeared to be hosted
by an Icelandic group that specializes in
divulging leaks, using servers in Romania.
An online statement was posted by the
hackers under the headline “ Turk ish
Citizenship Database”, pointing out weak-
nesses in the country’s protection of data
in a section called “lessons to learn for
Turkey”.

It offered a hint of what the database
contains, providing the personal data of
Erdogan, Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu and former president Abdullah
Gul. “Putting a hardcoded password on
the UI (User Interface) hardly does any-
thing for security. Do something about
Erdogan! He is destroying your country
beyond recognition.” “Who would have
imagined that backwards ideologies,
cronyism and rising religious extremism
in Turkey would lead to a crumbling and

vulnerable technical infrastructure?” said
the statement.

Several Turks on social media reported
finding their details in the database, but
the communications minister Yildirim
advised citizens not to expose themselves
further by digging around in the file.
“Don’t go there, it is a trap. They want to
get more data that belongs to you,” he
said. Davutoglu, on a visit to Finland, said
authorities would “take the necessary
measures to protect personal data”.

“I  read that my personal address
appeared. If someone wanted my address
they only needed to ask,” he said. Turkey
has been working on a new data protec-
tion law for over a decade, a step that is
crucial as part of the process of accession
to the European Union. The latest version
of the draft law was presented to parlia-
ment in January and the communications

minister said it would come into force
imminently.

“People who do things like this will
have to give account for what they have
done. Previously,  there was no legal
framework. With the president’s approval
it will come into force soon,” Yildirim said.
The US has also been exposed to massive
data leaks, with hackers gaining access to
some 20 million personnel records for US
government employees and contractors
last year.

Turkey was also targeted by hacktivist
group Anonymous in December with a
massive cyber-attack and threats of contin-
ued attacks against a country it said was
“supporting the Islamic State by buying
their oil and tending to their injured fight-
ers.” Turkey has always vehemently denied
accusations of giving Islamist rebels in
Syria moral or material backing. — AFP  

TRIPOLI: Libya’s UN-backed unity government
moved to cement control over the country’s
finances and institutions yesterday after the
rival administration in Tripoli ceded power in a
boost to efforts to end years of chaos.

The concession late Tuesday by the militia-
backed administration that had controlled
Tripoli since 2014 was a major about-turn for a
body that had made every effort to block the
arrival of prime minister-designate Fayez Al-
Sarraj. It came after UN envoy Martin Kobler
held talks with Sarraj at the naval base where
he has established his headquarters since his
arrival under escort by sea last Wednesday.

The international community has pleaded
with Libya’s warring sides to stand behind the
unity government, which it sees as vital to
tackling a jihadist expansion and rampant peo-
ple smuggling in the North African state.

The Government of National Accord has yet
to secure a similar concession from another
rival administration based in the far eastern
town of Tobruk, which has long claimed inter-
national legitimacy because it was appointed
by the parliament elected in the last polls in
2014. 

In a directive published on its official
Facebook page yesterday, the GNA ordered all
government “ministries and institutions and
committees” to respect its authority and use its
logo. It also ordered the Central Bank and the
Audit Bureau to freeze all state accounts imme-
diately, except for salary payments to govern-
ment employees. 

Italy hails ‘encouraging’ moves 
The Tripoli-based administration had said it

was stepping aside in the national interest. “We
inform you that we are ceasing the activities
entrusted to us as an executive power,” it said
in a statement. The statement, bearing the
logo of the so-called National Salvation
Government headed by Khalifa Ghweil, said
the unrecognized Tripoli prime minister, his
deputy premiers and cabinet ministers were all
stepping aside.

It said the Tripoli authorities took the deci-
sion to quit because they were determined to
“preserve the higher interests of the country
and prevent bloodshed and divisions.” Italian
Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni said recent
developments were “encouraging” in moving
towards a “united, stable and secure Libya”.

“I hope that the spirit of compromise pre-
vails on all parties involved,” he said in a state-
ment, offering the full support of Italy, the for-
mer colonial power in Libya, to the new gov-
ernment. The UN Libya envoy, in Tripoli on his
first visit since Sarraj’s arrival, hailed the
announcement as “good news” but added that
“deeds must follow words”.

Kobler praised the “courage and determina-
tion” of the unity government, whose growing
authority has raised hopes it will be able to
restore some stability in Libya, which has been
plagued by chaos since Moamer Kadhafi’s
2011 overthrow.

UN offers ‘all support needed’ 
“We want to show that the UN and the

international community support Prime
Minister Sarraj and members of the presidency
council,” Kobler said. He said the UN was ready
to provide “all the support needed” towards an
“immediate and peaceful handover of power”.

The unity government was formed under a
power-sharing deal agreed by some lawmak-
ers in December.  The new administration had
in recent days been broadening its support,
winning the backing of the Libyan Investment
Authority, the National Oil Corporation and the
Central Bank.

Mattia Toaldo, a policy fellow at the
European Council on Foreign Relations, said
Kobler’s visit was a clear signal that the GNA
was putting down roots in the capital. “Kobler’s
visit to Tripoli, after the many times he was
refused landing and access... shows the degree
of control of Tripoli by the GNA,” Toaldo said. An
adviser to Kobler said the UN envoy discussed
with Sarraj “ways to support the action” of the
unity government. — AFP 

IRBIL: They line up daily by the dozens in the
breezy courtyard of a mosque just outside the
Iraqi city of Irbil’s main bazaar - displaced peo-
ple from across Iraq, hoping for a hot meal.
Volunteers at the Shrine of Sheikh Chouli in the
Kurdish regional capital boil chicken and rice in
metal pans the size of truck wheels and spoon
them into buckets and bowls. All are served,
including internal refugees from elsewhere in
Iraq, Bangladeshi street cleaners and even
some local residents who believe the food is
blessed.

But the displaced have swelled their ranks.
Before the Islamic State group swept across
northern and western Iraq in 2014, around 100
people would line up for food each morning.
Since then the number has tripled.

With UN agencies and other aid groups
struggling to cope with the worst refugee crisis
since World War II, many of the displaced have
come to rely on local charities like this one,
which has been aiding the poor since the time
of Sheikh Mohammed Othman al-
Naqshabandi, a 19th century Sufi saint

entombed here, who is popularly known as
Sheikh Chouli.

Abdul-Jabar Mohammed, a 50-year-old with
asthma who fled from the city of Falluja, several
hundred miles to the south, walks three miles
every day from the house his family rents on
the outskirts of Irbil to the shrine. “This is a
blessed mosque. Very good people work here
and they are distributing food for the sake of
God to the displaced people as well as the oth-
er poor people,” he said, adding that the food is
quite tasty.

‘Dependent on this mosque’
“There are other organizations distributing

food too, but this is our main source of food,” he
added. “We are totally dependent on this
mosque.” Jamila Ali Mohammed, who fled from
heavy fighting in a town south of Baghdad, has
been coming here for two years. “Whatever
they can, they give it to us,” said Mohammed,
who is sharing a cramped hotel room with her
family of seven. “These clothes are also from
the mosque. Everything comes from the
mosque. I have nothing.”

The mosque largely relies on donations
from the merchants in the nearby bazaar, who
give money, food and clothes. The volunteers
cook up 150 kilograms of rice and 35 kilograms
of meat every day, according to Muatassam
Dhia Nader, who supervises the distribution.
“We distribute (everything) without any dis-
crimination. Arabs, Kurds, Turkmen - all are the
same, even Christians come here,” Nader said.

The numbers could grow larger still. Iraqi
forces backed by US-led airstrikes have
advanced on a number of fronts in recent
months, but the war against IS militants is far
from over. “What we are doing here is based on
our capability, and it’s based mainly on dona-
tions,” said Emadeddin Faiz Abdullah, the
shrine’s imam. “Whatever we have, we will dis-
tribute to people.  When we run out, we can’t
do anything about it.” — AP 

Displaced Iraqis find meals at Sufi shrine

AMMAN: US Ambassador to Jordan Alice Wells, right, meets with Syrian refugee Ahmad Al-Abboud, center, and his family at the
International Airport. — AP 

Turkey to probe big ‘personal data leak’

TRIPOLI: This file photo taken on August
13, 2015 shows Libya’s unrecognized
prime minister of the Islamist-backed
National Salvation Government in
Tripoli, Khalifa Al-Ghweil delivering a
speech during a ceremony marking the
75th anniversary of the army’s establish-
ment at the Martyr’s Square. — AFP 

IRBIL: In this image made from AP video taken on Tuesday, April 5, 2016, volun-
teers at the Shrine of Sheikh Chouli cook for needy people at the Kurdish regional
capital. — AP 

RIYADH; Shelling from Yemen has killed two
people in a Saudi town, the civil defense agency
said, in a rare breach of a calm in the border area
agreed with Iran-backed rebels early last month.
“Shelling from Yemeni territory on Samtah left
two people dead and wounded a child,” the
agency said on Twitter late on Tuesday.

Saudi Arabia is leading an Arab coalition that
has been bombing the Huthi Shiite rebels for
more than a year, in support of Yemen’s interna-
tionally recognised President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi. Saudi Foreign Minister Adel al-
Jubeir said on Monday that a rebel delegation
was holding talks in Riyadh, ahead of a planned
UN-brokered ceasefire next weekend which is to

be followed by peace negotiations in Kuwait on
April 18. The Saudi-led coalition announced on
March 9 that after negotiations though tribal
mediators, it had agreed to an exchange of pris-
oners and a “state of calm” along the border to
enable the delivery of desperately needed aid.

Dozens of people have been killed on the
Saudi side of the border since the coalition
launched its intervention in March last year after
the rebels and their allies overran much of the
country, prompting Hadi to flee into exile. In
Yemen, around 6,300 people have been killed,
more than half of them civilians, most of whom
have died in coalition air strikes, according to
the United Nations. — AFP 

Cross-border shelling from 

Yemen kills two in Saudi

Libya unity govt
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WASHINGTON: He won’t be on
November’s ballot, but President Barack
Obama is slowly embracing his role as
the anti-Trump, taking on the
Republican front-runner in ways that no
other Democrat can. With Hillary Clinton
and Bernie Sanders still fighting it out in
the Democratic primary, the task has fall-
en increasingly to Obama to articulate
the counter-message to Donald Trump,
whose ascent to the White House would
constitute an overwhelming rebuke to
Obama. Democrats are working hard to
use the contrast between Obama and
Trump to paint the Republican candi-
date as anything but presidential.

For months, Obama and his aides
mostly avoided getting dragged into the
fray or letting the campaign din distract
from Obama’s agenda. The White House
would sidestep questions about the lat-
est Trump controversies, refusing to turn
Obama into a pundit on the race to
replace him.

When Obama waded in, it was only to
offer implicit rebukes of the Trump phe-
nomenon, such as his assertion in
September that “America is great right
now” - a not-so-veiled reference to the
business mogul’s campaign promise to
“make America great again.” Now the
Trump criticism is coming with increas-
ing frequency and ease. Asked Tuesday
whether Trump’s proposals were already
damaging US relations, Obama
answered unequivocally: “Yes.”

“I am getting questions constantly

from foreign leaders about some of the
wackier suggestions that are being
made,” Obama said. “They don’t expect
half-baked notions coming out of the
White House. We can’t afford that.” The
Democratic National Committee quickly
circulated video of Obama’s remarks,
arguing they illustrated how Trump “sim-
ply doesn’t have the temperament nec-
essary to be commander in chief.”

‘Good luck with that’
Yet by calling attention to Trump’s

positions, the White House risks further
elevating him, while giving Obama’s crit-
ics a fresh reason to get behind the bil-
lionaire businessman. Obama has said
repeatedly he doesn’t believe Trump will
win, and White House officials said there
was no concerted effort to insert Obama
more visibly into the election debate.
After all, every minute Obama spends
talking about Trump is a minute wasted
when it comes to Obama’s many unfin-
ished pieces of business.

In his latest rebuke, Obama unloaded
on Trump’s proposal to compel Mexico
to pay for a border wall by threatening
to cut off remittances that Mexican
immigrants in the US send back home.
Asked about that idea, Obama issued a
point-by-point rebuttal, arguing that
would actually increase the flow of
immigrants into the US and that tracking
huge numbers of remittances was
impossible. “Good luck with that,”
Obama said.

JEFFERSON CITY: Republican lawmakers upset
about the Supreme Court decision legalizing gay
marriage have advanced measures in about a dozen
states this year that could strengthen protections for
those who refuse on religious grounds to provide
services to same-sex couples. The bills could benefit
court clerks, photographers, florists, bakers, wed-
ding-hall operators and others who say gay matri-
mony goes against their beliefs.

For a party already being torn apart by the presi-
dential contest, the state legislative efforts have
exposed deep rifts between the GOP’s social conser-
vatives and its pro-business wing. Business leaders
worry that such measures will allow discrimination
and scare away companies and major events.

So far, only a few proposals have become law.
Those include narrowly tailored protections shield-
ing Florida clergy from having to perform same-sex
weddings and college religious organizations in
Kansas from losing aid.

A far more sweeping one was signed into law
Tuesday by Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant, despite
objections from some major corporations. It creates
a religious shield from government penalties for an
array of people and organizations, including mar-
riage-license clerks, adoption agencies, counselors
and more than a dozen categories of businesses that
provide wedding-related services. It applies not only
to those with religious beliefs about gay marriage,
but also to those who believe that sex outside mar-
riage is wrong and that sexual identity is determined
at birth.

Failed proposals 
Other broadly written proposals have failed,

stalled or are still working their way through legisla-
tures. Some examples: Republican Gov Nathan Deal
of Georgia last week vetoed a religious protection bill
passed by the GOP-led House, siding with top busi-
ness executives who threatened boycotts and dire
economic consequences.

A GOP-passed bill shielding clergy and religious
groups from participating in gay marriages was
vetoed last week by Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe, a
Democrat, who cited opposition from corporate
leaders. In Tennessee, a coalition that includes the
American Counseling Association launched an

online ad campaign against the Republican House
speaker over a bill that would let counselors turn
away patients based on religious beliefs. The ad
warns: “Businesses won’t come to a state that dis-
criminates.”

In Missouri, scores of activists rallied at the Capitol
to protest a proposed constitutional amendment
that would prohibit penalties against those who
decline on religious grounds to provide wedding-
related services to same-sex couples. The state
Chamber of Commerce and Industry also came out
against it. “This is a unique issue because two of the
primary bases of the Republican Party are both the
business interest and the social conservative. It’s rare,
but occasionally those interests are not aligned,” said
Missouri state Rep. Elijah Haahr, chairman of the
committee considering the measure.

In several states, major businesses and sports
organizations - including Coca-Cola, Delta Air Lines,
Walt Disney Co, the NFL and the NCAA - have joined
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender activists in
raising concerns that such measures could legalize
discrimination. Some religious leaders have coun-
tered that it is the faithful who face discrimination for
living according to their beliefs. They cite govern-
ment fines and lawsuits against florists, bakers and
photographers who declined to do work for same-
sex weddings.

“Good and commonsense bills that simply under-
score or protect freedoms that we’ve had since the
founding of our country are being attacked by large
corporations seeking to thwart the democratic
process,” said Kellie Fiedorek, an attorney for Alliance
Defending Freedom, a Scottsdale, Arizona-based
group that has backed religious-objection legislation
and led court fights in various states.

More than 60 state legislative measures allowing
for religious refusals at the expense of LGBT rights
have been introduced, according to the Washington-
based Human Rights Campaign. “We’re seeing defi-
nitely a greater number this year,” including many
with consequences that would be far-reaching, said
Sara Warbelow, the campaign’s legal director.

National forefront 
The battle came to the national forefront last

spring when Indiana and Arkansas passed religious

protection measures, then revised them after a back-
lash from businesses. Social conservatives intensified
their push after the Supreme Court ruled in June that
gay marriage is legal everywhere in the US.

Supporters say the measures are necessary to
protect people such as Robert and Cynthia Gifford,
who were fined $13,000 for violating New York’s anti-
discrimination law after they declined to host a les-
bian wedding at their Liberty Ridge Farm north of
Albany in 2013.

The Giffords stopped hosting weddings altogeth-
er. But after recently losing an appeal, Cynthia Gifford
said they plan to resume their wedding business.
They will allow gay couples to get married on their
property without personally participating in the cer-
emonies. “It would have been nice to be protected
by the law,” she said. “This has been financially tragic
for our family.”

Opponents of religious protection measures
argue they could harm states financially by discour-
aging major businesses from hosting events or
expanding operations in places seen as hostile
toward gay employees or customers. The economic
effect of such measures is open to debate.

A survey by the tourism promotion group Visit
Indy found that Indiana’s new law played a role in 12
conventions going elsewhere, costing Indianapolis
as much as $60 million in economic benefits. But
that’s just a fraction of the 1,100 conventions bid on
by the city. Indianapolis still reaped a record $4.5 bil-
lion in economic benefits from tourism in 2015. It
also booked more future convention business than
any year before, thanks to a surge from Indiana-
based organizations that offset a decline from out-
of-state businesses, said Visit Indy Vice President
Chris Gahl.

While some Republican lawmakers this year have
pointed to Indiana as a reason for caution, others
have brushed aside threats of boycotts. In Georgia,
the governor’s veto rankled many religious conserva-
tives. “This is why people are angry with the politi-
cians of our nation,” said Tanya Ditty, Georgia director
of Concerned Women for America, a Christian group.
“They are not elected to represent Hollywood values,
nor Wall Street values. They’re elected to represent
the voters of Georgia, and that does not preclude
people of faith.” — AP 
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JEFFERSON CITY: In this photo made Thursday, March 31, 2016, gay-rights supporter Mathew “Skippy” Mauldin holds a flag dur-
ing rally outside the Capitol. — AP  

Battle between religious and 

gay rights splits GOP states
Exposing rifts between social conservation and pro-business 

AUSTIN: The Panama Papers, which illustrate
how a small class of global elites find elabo-
rate ways to shield their wealth from tax col-
lectors, bank regulators and police, offer a
glimpse into what’s driving the populist out-
rage that has marked this year’s presidential
campaign.

The trove of 11.5 million leaked docu-
ments have thus far shed light mostly on for-
eign figures such as the prime minister of
Iceland, who resigned Tuesday after the pub-
lic learned that he used a shell company to
shelter large sums of money while his coun-
try’s economy foundered.

The reaction in the US, meanwhile, has
been relatively muted. But voters and
experts say the documents validate the frus-
tration felt by Bernie Sanders’ supporters on
the left, who feel hard work is no longer
enough to get ahead in America, and the
anger of Donald Trump partisans on the
right who say it will take someone who
knows the insider system to dismantle it.

“We’ve recently heard the startling revela-
tions about the tax dodge that is taking
place in Panama,” Sanders told supporters in
Wyoming Tuesday night after his win in the
Wisconsin Democratic primary. “In a time of
massive income and wealth inequality, how
does it happen that you have large, prof-
itable multinational corporations who in a
given year pay zero, not a penny, in federal
income taxes?”

Wealth privilege 
Retired Wisconsin high school teacher

Steve Nibbe, who was voting for the
Vermont senator in Tuesday’s primary, said
word of the documents made him “sit up and
take notice.” But he said he was not shocked.

“It just seems that those who have wealth
- and sometimes that comes with privilege -
are able to do things that other people are
not,” said Nibbe, 60, from Verona, outside the
state capital of Madison. Joe Brettell,  a

Republican strategist based in Houston,
doubted whether the public’s fury could get
much worse.

“The populist anger being fueled primari-
ly by white working-class Americans didn’t
need any more fuel,” Brettell said. “They’ve
already lived through the financial melt-
down. They’ve already lived through the lack
of middle class wage increases even as the
stock market boomed.” The passports of at
least 200 Americans are included in the doc-
uments, according to news organizations
that have access to them, though none are
thought to be as famous as celebrities and
politicians from other countries, such as
Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Argentine soccer star Lionel Messi.

In all, 12 current or former heads of state
are included in the legal records from
Panama’s Mossack Fonseca law firm. They
were first leaked to the Sueddeutsche
Zeitung newspaper based in Munich,
Germany, and published Sunday by a consor-
tium of news organizations around the world.

Charles Postel, a history professor at San
Francisco State University who has studied
American populism and wrote a book titled
“The Populist Vision,” said of Sanders, “This is
just the type of thing that is animating his
base.” He described Trump as “more of a
nationalist.”

“His issue is not that these rich people are
not playing by the rules. It’s that we need
power ful people who will  protect
Americans,” Postel said. “That’s a different
thing that provokes outrage.” The New York
billionaire might even actually win points
with supporters if he were among the rich
and famous mentioned in the documents,
Postel said. “If Trump said, ‘Of course I put
half of my money in the Virgin Islands,’ none
of his voters would object to that,” Postel
said. “They’d say: ‘Sure, he’s a billionaire. If I
was a billionaire, I wouldn’t pay my taxes
either.’” — AP 

Panama Papers could add to 

outrage in presidential race

Obama embracing 

anti-Trump role 

Student killed by

homemade rocket

had bright future

THOUSAND OAKS: At 18, Bernard Moon was looking at a
bright future. A charismatic high school honors student and
athlete, he had been accepted at elite universities. But his life
was cut short this week by the blast of a homemade rocket -
a failed nighttime science experiment on the tarmac of a
Southern California elementary school.

A homemade chemical rocket attached to a skateboard
blew up Monday night, mortally injuring Moon, who died at
a hospital. His 17-year-old friend received minor injuries. The
rocket was about a foot long and three-quarters of an inch in
diameter, Ventura County sheriff’s Capt. Garo Kuredjian said.

“It wasn’t meant to go up into the sky,” he said of the rock-
et. “It was meant to go horizontally to propel a skateboard.”
The blast appeared to be “a tragic accident,” he said. It was
unclear whether anyone was trying to ride the skateboard at
the time, he said. Both teens attended Thousand Oaks High
School in Ventura County. “Our hearts are broken,” said a post-
ing on the school’s Twitter site. “The bonds of faculty, staff, &
students will bring healing.” The blast occurred on a courtyard
at Madrona Elementary School. The experiment at the ele-
mentary campus wasn’t sanctioned by any school, and the
victims likely were using the courtyard because it’s an open
space, Kuredjian said.

Investigators did not immediately confirm reports that
Moon may have been working on a project for the April 20
Ventura County science fair. He had placed in the 2014 and
2015 fairs. It wouldn’t have been out of character for Moon, a
high school varsity tennis player and honors student who
took advanced science classes. He had been accepted to
both the University of California, Berkeley and Brown
University, friends said. 

William Kim, 18, of Irvine, met Moon last summer at Boys
State in Sacramento, a weeklong camp where one standout
student from each California high school gathers to set up a
mock government. Moon overwhelmingly was elected to
head his fictional party, Kim said in a telephone interview.
Moon was outgoing, friendly, charismatic, ambitious, well-
versed in politics and could think on his feet, Kim said. He was
the kind of leader “that made people laugh and feel comfort-
able,” he added. “I still can’t believe that I’ve just had a meal
with him a month ago, talking as if nothing like this was ever
going to happen,” Kim wrote on Facebook. — AP



BRUSSELS:  Belgian Prime Minister Charles Michel (right) and Brussels region
Minister-President Rudi Vervoort give a joint press conference. — AFP 
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REYKJAVIK: Iceland’s coalition parties
held talks yesterday on the government’s
future, a day after the prime minister’s
resignation over the Panama Papers
scandal that propelled the Pirate Party to
the top of polls ahead of a possible snap
election.

Prime Minister Sigmundur David
Gunnlaugsson stepped down on
Tuesday, the first major political casualty
to emerge from the massive leak of 11.5
million documents detailing hidden off-
shore accounts held by world leaders
and celebrities.

The documents revealed by the
International Consortium of Investigative
Journalists (ICIJ ) showed that
Gunnlaugsson and his wife owned an
offshore company in the British Virgin
Islands and had placed millions of dollars

of her inheritance there.
The prime minister sold his 50-per-

cent share of the company to his wife for
a symbolic sum of $1 at the end of 2009,
but he had neglected to declare the
stake as required when he was elected to
parliament six months earlier.

Gunnlaugsson, of the centre-right
Progressive Party, has said he regretted
not having done so, but insisted he and
his wife had followed Icelandic law and
paid all their taxes in Iceland. It has not
been proven the couple stood to gain
financially from the offshore holding, and
the ICIJ noted only that Gunnlaugsson
had “violated Iceland’s ethics rules.”

But the issue is particularly sensitive
in Iceland, a country marked by the
excesses of the 2000s when senior
bankers used shell companies in tax

havens to conceal their dealings in risky
financial products and which ultimately
led to the 2008 collapse of the nation’s
three main banks. Thousands of protest-
ers demonstrated on Monday, calling for
Gunnlaugsson to step down. He finally
did so on Tuesday.

But several hours later he denied hav-
ing formally resigned, saying he had only
stepped down temporarily and pro-
posed his deputy party leader, Sigurdur
Ingi Johannsson, as acting prime minis-
ter. Political observers noted that ulti-
mately Iceland’s president would have to
approve any change of premier.

‘They’re the real pirates’ 
The left-wing opposition, which pre-

sented a vote of no-confidence to parlia-
ment on Monday, wants early elections

to be held ahead of the scheduled April
2017 vote. Two other sitting cabinet min-
isters-for finance and the interior, both of
the junior coalition member
Independence Party-have also been
named in the Panama Papers.

Finance Minister Bjarni Benediktsson,
the Independence Party leader, was to
meet yesterday with the acting Prime
Minister, Sigurdur Ingi Johannsson.
Riding high on Icelanders’ anger over the
affair, the four-year-old Pirate Party has
seen its support soar.

A libertarian movement campaigning
for more transparency in politics,
Internet freedoms and copyright reform,
the Pirate Party garnered 43 percent of
voter support in a Gallup poll conducted
Monday and Tuesday and published by
daily Frettabladid and Channel 2 televi-

sion. “We are the Pirate Party, but these
people are the real pirates, taking it all
for themselves and hiding it on exotic
islands,” Karl Hedinn, a 21-year-old mem-
ber of the party’s youth wing, told AFP.

In recent weeks, the party had been
polling between 25 and 35 percent. “I
think they have good chances, especial-
ly now. And why not try something
new? ... I wouldn’t mind trying some-
thing new,” said a graphic designer who
gave her name only as Sindri .  The
Gallup poll indicated the Independence
Party would come in second place with
21.6 percent, and the opposition Left
Green Movement in third with 11.2
percent. Gunnlaugsson’s Progressive
Party garnered just 7.9 percent, behind
the opposition Social Democrats’ 10.2
percent. — AFP 

PARIS: France’s lower house of parliament
holds a final vote yesterday on a bill
against prostitution and sex trafficking that
bans buying sex, not selling it. Customers
would face fines and be required to attend
classes on the harms of prostitution. The
bill is likely to be adopted since the
National Assembly, which has the final say,
is in favor of the proposal.

Prostitution is currently legal in France.
The measure would do away with a 2003
law that bans passive soliciting by prosti-
tutes on the street. Brothels, pimping and
the sale of sex by minors is also illegal. The
bill would introduce a 1,500-euro ($1,700)
fine, rising to 3,750-euros for a second
offense. The convicted client would be
forced to attend classes highlighting the
harms of prostitution. The measure would
also make it easier for foreign prostitutes -
many currently illegally in France - to
acquire a temporary residence permit if
they enter a process to get out of the pros-

titution business.
Supporters of the bill argue that it

would help fight trafficking networks.
Opponents fear that cracking down will
push prostitutes to hide and they would be
even more at the mercy of pimps and vio-
lent clients. If adopted, the bill would make
French law one of the toughest against sex
buyers in Europe.

France’s parliament started debating
the bill in 2013, but the final vote was
delayed due to sharp divisions between
the lower parliamentary chamber and the
Senate. Written by a group of lawmakers
from both right and left and backed by the
Socialist government, the legislation has
been inspired by the example of Sweden,
which passed a similar measure in 1999.
Norway and Iceland also followed the
Swedish model. Other countries such as
Germany, Switzerland and the
Netherlands, where brothels are legal, are
interested in the French experience. — AP 

French lawmakers to vote on 

punishing prostitutes’ clients

PARIS: Your lost or stolen passport may have found
a new life in the shady underworld of a crime gang
or in the pocket of a terrorist plotting an attack. Like
crime syndicates, terrorist networks are often
globe-spanning operations, and doctored docu-
ments are the keys to unlocking borders and stay-
ing below the radar.

Fighting bogus identities is now a top security
priority, with France’s interior minister pushing for
Europe-wide action, and Interpol pleading for
tougher document policing as it warns that the
world is awash in 38 million lost or stolen passports
that are ripe for doctoring. False identities have
complicated the task of investigators trying to
untangle the many-tentacled and overlapping net-
works that carried out the recent attacks in Paris and
Brussels. Many of the attackers used fake identities.

Investigators spotted the trail of Najim
Laachraoui after he built the bombs used in the
Paris bloodbath - but couldn’t stop him before he
blew himself up at the Brussels airport four months
later because they knew him only from his fake

Belgian ID under the name of Soufiane Kayal. 
A fraudster’s den discovered in a Brussels suburb

indicates the scale of the crime, and how hard it is
to vanquish: It held some 1,000 digital images used
to make false documents. Weeks after authorities
raided the site in October, three people connected
to those documents joined in the attacks on Paris. It
was four months before the chief fraudster was
arrested - across several European borders, in Italy.

“The central element for the secrecy of organiza-
tions is to have false passports and false identity
papers. It is absolutely indispensable,” said retired
anti-terrorism judge Jean-Louis Bruguiere, once
France’s top counter-terrorism investigator. 

The underworld of document doctors provides
many choices for finding a new identity, from
industrial-sized operations to artisans working from
home on easily procured and increasingly refined
equipment. A newcomer to the business is the
Islamic State group in Syria and Iraq, which report-
edly seized thousands of blank passports and
equipment in towns it conquered.

French Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve has
been pressing his European partners to do more to
fight the Islamic State, which he says has created a
“structure that manufactures fake documents.” That
organization claimed responsibility for the
November attacks that killed 130 Friday night revel-
ers in Paris and the March attacks on a Brussels air-
port and subway station that killed 32 people.

Document den 
Two of the suicide bombers at France’s national

stadium remain unidentified except for their fake
Syrian passports. One of those passports had been
listed by Interpol, the international police agency,
as among a batch of stolen blank passports.
Germany stopped recognizing passports issued in
territory controlled by the Islamic State group in
Syria and Iraq at the start of the year.

Belgium raided the document den in the
Brussels suburb of Saint-Gilles in October, but put
out a warrant for the suspected forger Djamal
Eddine Ouali only in January. On March 26, Italian
police arrested the 40-year-old Algerian when he
applied for a residency permit. A court in Salerno, in
southern Italy, granted Belgium’s extradition
request on Sunday, but Ouali plans to appeal that
decision, according to his lawyer, Gerardo Cembalo.

Information-sharing is critical in the effort to
catch fraudsters, a message hammered out by
Interpol. Its database had nearly 38 million travel
documents reported lost or stolen by 166 countries
as of July 2013, the latest figures available.

Layers of security are built into US and European
passports, the most valuable documents for anyone
trying to sneak into the borderless Schengen
region or to return home covertly from places like
Syria. European Union passports have added value
for those crisscrossing the continent, an increasing-
ly frequent tactic, because visas aren’t needed.

No passport - the ultimate identity document -
is fully fraud-proof, despite holograms on identity
pages, complex watermarks and biometric data
contained in embedded chips. Bruguiere, the
retired anti-terrorism judge, said document forgers
operate as part of the outer circle of terrorist opera-
tions - “people who are somewhat or a bit or per-
haps not concerned with the operation” but who
contribute logistical support such as “a hideout, for
example, a car, fake papers, without being directly
linked to the project.” “There are guys who meet
from time to time,” Bruguiere said. “And then, ‘Can
you give me a hand? I need fake papers.’” — AP 

BRUSSELS: Belgium’s prime minister
acknowledged yesterday that the country
has made mistakes in combating violent
extremism but rejected the notion that it
has become Europe’s weakest l ink in
efforts to eradicate the threat.

“In the fight against terrorism, in all
countries in the world and in Europe,
there have been successes and there
have been fai lures,” Pr ime Minister
Charles Michel said. Belgium has succeed-
ed in preventing many attacks, he said,
and in 2015 alone successfully prosecut-
ed scores of people on terrorism-related
charges.

“If we were weak, then we would not
have been able to convict 100 persons,”
he said. Michel appeared before a group
of largely foreign journalists to deliver
what he called the “key message” that fol-
lowing the widespread disruption caused
by the March 22 suicide bombings at
Brussels Airport and in the capital’s sub-
way, “today we return to normal life in
Brussels and Belgium.”

Thirty-two people died in the attacks,

which were claimed by the Islamic State
group. Three bombers were also killed.
The bombings, and missed signals in
Belgium’s investigations of many of those
responsible for the Nov 13 attacks in Paris
that killed 130, laid bare numerous fail-
ings by Belgian law enforcement and
security services.

Michel said Belgian officials have been
drawing the proper lessons, and that the
priority will be improved information-
sharing so suspects already known to
authorities don’t have the chance to
mount attacks. Belgium must show the
world “it can improve what was a failure
and has learned its lesson,” Michel said.

Belgian investigators took more than
four months to find and arrest key Paris
attacks suspect Salah Abdeslam. “Some
said you need so many months, it is too
many,” Michel said. But he noted it took
nearly 10 years for the US to track down
and kill Osama Bin Laden following the
Sept 11, 2001 attacks in New York and
Washington, DC that killed nearly 3,000.
— AP 

PM rejects notion Belgium 

is EU’s weak security link

PARIS: French expert of the French Office of False Documents and Identity Fraud,
Laurent Gauthier, shows false passports during an interview with The Associated
Press. — AP 

Iceland’s Pirate Party on a high over Panama Papers scandal

MATAGIS: Azerbaijani and Armenian
forces yesterday said they were large-
ly observing a truce that halted four
days of clashes which claimed scores
of lives in the worst outbreak of vio-
lence in decades over the disputed
Nagorny Karabakh region. “ The
ceasefire was largely observed
overnight along the Karabakh front-
line,” the Armenia-backed separatist
defense ministry in Karabakh said in
a statement.

Azerbaijan’s defense ministry said
its forces were “strictly abiding by the
ceasefire agreement” that was ham-
mered out on Tuesday by the
Azerbaijani and Armenian army
chiefs during a meeting in Moscow.
Armenia’s defense ministry
spokesman Artsrun Hovhannisyan
said that sporadic shooting contin-
ued yesterday “including from tanks,
but not as intensive” as during the
last days.

An AFP photographer in the vil-
lage of Matagis in Karabakh, some 10
kilometers from the frontline, con-
firmed that “the night was calm and
without shooting.” A Karabakh army
officer told the photographer that
“occasional shooting has been a nor-
mal thing on the frontline for years.”
“It doesn’t mean that the ceasefire
failed.”

The fragile truce comes after at
least 75 people were reported killed
as the festering dispute over the ter-
ritory-which was captured from
Azerbaijan by Armenian separatists
in an early 1990s war-escalated dra-
matically on Friday, sparking interna-
tional concern. 

Azerbaijan’s army claimed to have
snatched control of several strategic
locations inside Armenian-controlled
territory, effectively changing the
frontline for the first time since an
inconclusive truce ended the war in
1994. “Azerbaijani troops are current-

ly reinforcing the liberated territo-
ries,” Baku’s defence military said in its
statement.

Yerevan, however, insists that the
Azeri side has been ousted from any
positions it might have snatched
inside the disputed territory. “Even if
certain Armenian positions were at
some point taken by Azeris, now they
are all returned under Karabakh’s
control,” Hovhannisyan, Armenia’s
defence ministry spokesman, told
AFP on Tuesday.

Shuttle diplomacy 
In a bid to cement the truce,

mediators have set out to the region
to shuttle between the two warring
sides in a flurry of diplomacy.  The US,
French and Russian ambassadors to

the Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) —
who co-chair the so-called “Minsk
Group” which has long mediated
Karabakh peace talks-yesterday met
with Azerbaijan’s President Ilham
Aliyev in Baku.

After the meeting, the diplomats
called on Baku and Yerevan to step
up efforts aimed at quick resolution
of the conflict, AzerTag news agency
reported. Armenian President Serzh
Sarkisian was headed to Germany
yesterday for a long-planned visit
that will see him meet Chancellor
Angela Merkel for talks that are sure
to focus on the surge in fighting in
Karabakh. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin-
the key regional power broker-on

Tuesday urged leaders in Azerbaijan
and Armenia to “ensure” the truce
holds, as it emerged the deal had
been thrashed out by the arch-foes at
talks in Moscow.   Russian Prime
Minister Dmitry Medvedev is set to
travel to both Yerevan and Baku in
the coming days. 

Both sides accused each other of
starting the latest outbreak of vio-
lence and it has sparked concern of
a wider conflict in the region that
could drag in Russia and Turkey.
Baku said 31 of its soldiers and four
civi l ians died in the bloodshed,
while Karabakh’s separatist authori-
ties reported the deaths of 35 mili-
tary and five civilians during the
fierce clashes that erupted on Friday
night. — AFP 

Fragile truce holding in Karabakh 

after four days of deadly clashes

MADAGIZ, Azerbaijan : A soldier of the defense army of Nagorny Karabakh walks past tanks at a field posi-
tion outside the village of Mataghis. — AFP 

THE HAGUE: Dutch voters went to the polls
yesterday on whether to back a key EU pact
with Ukraine in a referendum triggered by
grassroots eurosceptic groups and seen as a
yardstick on ties with Brussels.

A slow trickle of some of the 12.5 million
eligible voters drifted into polling stations
through the day in the non-binding vote
being closely watched by Moscow and the
West. A 30-percent turnout is needed for the
ballot to be valid, and by about halfway
through the day interest appeared lackluster.
Dutch media said only around 7.0 percent of
people had voted in the major cities, and
turnout was even as low as 6.5 percent in the
capital, Amsterdam.

A Dutch “No” to the two-year-old treaty
with Kiev could pose a headache for the
European Union (EU), and the outcome is also
seen as an important litmus test for Britain’s
referendum on continued European Union

membership in June.  Dutch Prime Minister
Mark Rutte, who cast his ballot at a Hague pri-
mary school, urged citizens to vote in favor of
the treaty. 

“We have to help Ukraine build up a judi-
cial state and its democracy. To support its
minorities like Jews and its gay community.
Therefore I call on the entire Netherlands: go
vote and vote in favour,” Rutte said. “Europe
needs more stability at its edges.” 

Opinion polls on the eve of the vote over
the EU’s so-called Association Agreement
with Ukraine gave the “No” vote a slight edge,
but many voters were undecided, saying they
remained puzzled about what it was all
about. It remains unclear what the results
could mean for the Netherlands-which cur-
rently holds the rotating EU presidency-and
the government has been non-committal,
saying only it would study the results once
polls close at 9:00 pm (1900 GMT). — AFP 

Dutch vote on EU-Kiev 

pact as Europe watches

Bogus identities with forged 

IDs vital for terror networks
Doctored documents the keys to unlocking borders



NEW YORK: The United States arrested 21
suspects Tuesday on suspicion of visa fraud
conspiracy for allowing more than 1,000 for-
eign students, primarily from China and India
to extend their stay in America illegally, prose-
cutors said.

Federal agents set up a fake university to
ensnare the suspects in an operation that
spotlights growing concern about visa fraud
at a time when illegal immigration has
become a major issue in the US presidential
campaign.

Prosecutors said the recruiters, brokers and
employers were charged with conspiracy to
commit visa fraud and conspiracy to harbor
aliens for profit, which each carry a maximum
sentence of five and 10 years in prison,
respectively. Homeland Security investigators
set up the so-called University of Northern
New Jersey in September 2013 in a bid to
crack down on visa fraud from foreigners who

fraudulently maintain their non-immigrant
status on false pretenses. They staffed offices
in Cranford, New Jersey with undercover
agents posing as administrators, but there
were no teachers, no curriculum and no class-
es, prosecutors said. They reeled in suspects
by pretending to have the authority to grant
the certificate that allows foreigners to get a
legitimate student visa.

The defendants then enrolled their foreign
clients to fraudulently maintain their student
visa status in exchange for kickbacks, prosecu-
tors said. They created false student records
and diplomas, for which their clients paid, to
deceive immigration authorities and allegedly
used the fake university to fraudulently obtain
work visas for hundreds of clients, creating
false contracts, employment verification let-
ters, transcripts and other documents. 

The defendants allegedly paid under-
cover agents thousands of dollars to put

the school’s letterhead on the sham docu-
ments and sign the paperwork. US authori-
ties said they were working to terminate
the visas for the foreigners in question, who
are mostly from Asian countries, and arrest
them if necessary.

The suspects “recklessly exploited our
immigration system for financial gain,” said
chief New Jersey prosecutor Paul Fishman. He
said “Pay to Stay” schemes damage legitimate
student and foreign worker visa programs and
“pose a very real threat to national security.”
Almost a million foreign students enrolled in
US higher education programs in 2014-2015,
up 10 percent on the previous year, the State
Department has said. China and India
accounted for 67 percent of the increase in
international students, and constituted nearly
45 percent of the total number of foreign stu-
dents, said the Open Doors Report on
International Educational Exchange. — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: In this Wednesday, March 30, 2016 file photo, protesters from the Pakistani religious group Sunni Tehreek celebrate the success of
negotiations with government. — AP photos

ISLAMABAD: Tackling extremism is a political mine-
field in Pakistan, where politicians openly consort
with leaders of banned militant groups and sympa-
thy exists within the security forces and civil admin-
istration for perpetrators of crimes committed in the
name of religion. As a result, many remain skeptical
of the state’s ability to put an end to the militant vio-
lence that kills hundreds of Pakistani civilians each
year.

A suicide bombing in a park in Lahore that killed
72 people, many of them Christians celebrating
Easter Sunday, brought renewed international
attention to Pakistan’s extremism problem.  In the
aftermath, security forces arrested hundreds of sus-
pected militants. At the same time, however,
demonstrators calling for the implementation of
Islamic law and expressing their support for the man
who murdered an anti-blasphemy campaigner were
allowed to congregate freely in the capital. 

On social media, pictures circulated showing
senior members of Pakistan’s elite police forces pray-
ing at the grave of Mumtaz Qadri, the policeman
charged with killing the secular, left-leaning politi-
cian Salman Tanseer because he defended a
Christian woman accused of blasphemy. When
Qadri was hanged for the murder in February, tens
of thousands of Pakistanis rallied in his support.

The sincerity of authorities’ efforts to tackle
extremism was further called into question when
Rana Sanaullah, the law minister for Punjab province
- of which Lahore is the capital - issued statements
denying that militant groups operated in the area.
Yet outlawed and violent Sunni Muslim militant
groups are widely known to be headquartered in
Punjab province, though many hide behind differ-
ent names, according to Zahid Hussein, an expert
on militancy in Pakistan. Among them is Jaish-e-
Mohammed, which operates under several banners
according to Hussein, and has been implicated in a
number of bombings. Its leader, Masood Azhar, was
freed from an Indian jail - where he was being held
for attacks in Indian-controlled Kashmir - in
exchange for the release of passengers aboard the
1999 hijacked Indian Airlines plane.

The US-declared terrorist group Lashkar e-Taiba
also operates in the province, under the name
Jamaat-ud Dawah. It was banned in Pakistan in
2015, but its leader Hafiz Saeed travels freely
around the country and gives speeches inciting
people to attack western and Indian interests.
Punjab is also the headquarters of Sipah-e-Sahaba

(SSP), whose military arm is responsible for scores
of attacks on Pakistan’s minority Shiite Muslims,
according to Hussein.

Law Minister Sanaullah might be expected to
know that SSP operates in Punjab. He openly cam-
paigned with the SSP leader during provincial elec-
tions, although the group is officially outlawed.
Pakistan is regularly witness to deadly militant
attacks - on schools and universities, buses, parks,
churches, temples and Imam Bargahs, Shiite places
of worship. According to the independent Human
Rights Commission of Pakistan, 4,612 people were
killed in bombings and other violence in the coun-
try in 2015.

Sharing extremist views 
Jamaat-ul-Ahrar, the group that claimed respon-

sibility for the Easter Sunday bombing, has roots in
the tribal region and has declared its sympathy with
the Islamic State group. According to Michael
Kugelman, Senior Associate for South and Southeast
Asia at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars, it shares many views in common with the
scores of other militant groups operating in
Pakistan.

“If there is one thing that can be said about all
Pakistan-based terror groups, it is that they are all
cut from the same cloth,” Kugelman wrote in an
email to The Associated Press. “They all share the
same violent extremist views, and many of them
retain strong links to al-Qaida. And though they
focus on different targets - some target Pakistan,
others India, others Afghanistan -there are many
examples of operational collaborations across the
board. In effect, the terrorist landscape in Punjab -
and beyond - is essentially one large, overlapping
network.”

Thousands of Pakistani soldiers have been killed
or wounded in battles against militants in the tribal
regions, which border Afghanistan in the northwest
of the country. Yet the Pakistani military has histori-
cal links to militant groups - raising further doubts
abroad about whether the security services are up
to the job. It was the military that spawned the likes
of Lashkar-e-Taiba, offering it financial, organiza-
tional and operational assistance. Others like
Harakat-ul-Jihad, whose fighters attack Indian tar-
gets inside the disputed Kashmir region, are known
to have links with Pakistan’s Intelligence Agency
(known by its acronym, the ISI).  — AP 

Tackling extremism: A loaded

political minefield in Pakistan
Combating civil sympathy for terror groups

ISLAMABAD: In this March 27, 2016 file photo, Pakistani religious protesters beat a paramili-
tary soldier during clashes near the parliament building.
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KOLKATA: A ninth employee at an
Indian construction firm was arrested
yesterday following a deadly flyover col-
lapse, police said, as it emerged workers
neglected to act at the first signs the
bridge was failing. The employee, a top
official who oversees IVRCL’s projects in
eastern India, was hospitalized after
falling sick following the accident that
killed 26, joint police commissioner of
Kolkata, Debasish Boral said.

“He was brought to the city police
headquarters on Tuesday for interroga-
tion in connection with collapse of the
flyover. He was arrested yesterday after

questioning,” Boral said. The police com-
missioner also said four employees were
arrested Monday, including two directors
of operations and two engineers who
were supervising welding at the time of
the flyover’s collapse.

All those arrested work for IVRCL, the
contractor behind the ill-fated construc-
tion project in West Bengal. They face ini-
tial charges of murder, attempt to mur-
der, conspiracy and mischief, and have
been remanded in custody until April 11.

Weld the cracks 
The arrests came as a state investiga-

tor said workers first noticed cracks
appearing in a metal girder connected to
a supporting pillar and bolts coming out
about 20 minutes before the disaster. But
instead of taking steps to secure the
bridge or alerting authorities to clear the
busy street below, they tried to weld the
cracks together hoping it would hold,
the West Bengal official told AFP.  

“The cracks appeared at the pier’s
junction with the cantilever arms and
steel girder, and bolts came out during
the casting of the concrete,” the investi-
gating official said on condition of
anonymity.  “IVRCL engineers settled for

a quick fix, that of welding the crack
before concreting instead of a proper
check,” he added. “The construction work
continued without restricting traffic on
the busy, congested stretch below the
flyover.”

He said workers also failed to alert
engineers from the Kolkata Metropolitan
Development Authority, which was over-
seeing the project, at the first signs of
trouble. A team from Rail Vikas Nigam, an
Indian railway company, visited the site
this week as they prepare to demolish
the remaining wreckage, another gov-
ernment official said. 

A special machine will be used to
reduce vibration to prevent the rest of
the structure from collapsing. Rescuers
pulled nearly 100 people out alive from
under the huge concrete slabs and metal
girders that fell onto the street immedi-
ately after the disaster. IVRCL has denied
responsibility for the accident, but a
company representative infuriated vic-
tims on Thursday when he described the
incident as an “act of God”. The tragedy is
the latest in a string of deadly construc-
tion accidents in India, where enforce-
ment of safety rules is weak and substan-
dard materials are often used. — AFP 

Ninth arrest over deadly Kolkata flyover collapse

MUMBAI: I t began as a school project,
became a citywide campaign, and is now a
national social media campaign aimed at get-
ting communities to address child labor in
India. Kunaal Bhargava, 17, a student at the
American School in Mumbai, picked child
labor for a classroom project. He approached
Salaam Baalak Trust, a charity that works with
street children, for help with material.

The Mumbai police were so impressed
with the poster campaign he created that it
was adapted for billboards across the city ear-
lier this year. This week, a citizen engagement
platform LocalCircles, which connects its
more than 1 million members in discussions
on governance and other matters of public
interest, created a discussion group on child
labor to seek input on the issue.  “Child labor
is an issue I think about a lot, as these are kids
as old as me, younger than me, working
instead of going to school like me,” said
Bhargava.

“We encounter it every day, so getting the
community involved is an effective way to
check child labor,” he told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. There are 5.7 million
Indian child workers aged between five and
17, out of 168 million globally, according to
the International Labour Organization.

More than half are in agriculture, toiling in
cotton, sugarcane and rice paddy fields, and
over a quarter work in manufacturing, embroi-
dering clothes, weaving carpets or making
match sticks. Kids also work in restaurants and
hotels, washing dishes and chopping vegeta-
bles, and in middle-class homes.  The Indian
government wants to amend a three-decade-
old law which bans children under 14 from
working in 18 hazardous occupations and 65
processes including mining, gem cutting,
cement manufacture and hand looms.

However, children who help their family or

family businesses are permitted to work out-
side school hours, and those in entertainment
or sports can also work, provided it does not
affect their studies. Members of the
LocalCircles group can, in addition to offering
suggestions, post pictures and report
instances of child labor that the police and
NGOs can act on, said founder Sachin Taparia.

Change through education 
“This platform is more effective than a hot-

line - how many people will actually remem-
ber the number or think to call when they see
a child worker in a tea stall or begging on the
street?” he said. “Whereas people are so com-
fortable taking pictures and posting on social
media, and this facilitates that,” he said.  

Suggestions from the discussion group so
far include stricter punishment for employers
of child workers and training programs for
such children, so they can learn skills which
could be used to earn an income when they
are older.  Poor reintegration of rescued child
workers leaves them vulnerable to being traf-
ficked and made to work again, a report by
Harvard University’s FXB Center for Health
and Human Rights said last month.

The LocalCircles group for child labor is
managed by the Indian Police Foundation, a
think tank comprising police officials, bureau-
crats and civil society leaders.  Community
policing has already played a role in fighting
child labor and human trafficking, Taparia
said, citing police raids on illegal brothels in
Delhi and Gurgaon as a result of information
given by members of LocalCircles discussion
groups.  “The police, the NGOs - we are all
doing our bit to check child labor, and having
citizens involved will only help create more
awareness and rescue more child workers,”
said Pravin Patil, a deputy commissioner of
police in Mumbai. — Reuters 

Mumbai schoolboy’s child labor 

project gets a national platform

BRAZZAVILLE: At least five people died and
buildings were torched in clashes between
government forces and suspected rebels in
Congo’s capital, the government said
Tuesday, saying some 50 people had been
arrested over the “terror attack”.

A dozen attackers were also killed in the
fighting in the south of the city on Monday,
which saw six police stations, a town hall
and two customs checkpoints set on fire,
government spokesman Thierry Moungalla
said on Twitter. Heavy gun battles erupted
before dawn in the southern Makelekele
and Mayana districts of Brazzaville, which
are loyal to the opposition, sending thou-
sands of panicked residents fleeing.

“Three members of the security forces,
two civilians and 12 attackers” were killed in
the unrest, government spokesman Thierry
Moungalla said on Twitter, adding that “six
members of the security forces were injured,
as well as some civilians”. “In the course of
the police operation during the assault,
security forces arrested around 50 former
militia members, the perpetrators of the
attack.”

The government blames the fighting,
which comes on the heels of a disputed
election last month, on the disbanded
“Ninja” Nsiloulou militia that fought two civil
wars in the 1990s.  The Ninjas are headed by
Protestant preacher Frederic Bintsamou,
known as Pastor Ntumi, who recently came
out in favour of opposition presidential can-
didate Guy-Brice Parfait Kolelas, the runner-
up in the March 20 vote.

“The overwhelming evidence held by rel-
evant services clearly points to the active
implication of Mr Bintsamou in the events of
Monday,” Moungalla said. Congo’s constitu-
tional court on monday confirmed that for-

mer paratrooper colonel President Denis
Sassou Nguesso had won, extending his 32
years in power despite accusations of ram-
pant corruption and nepotism. Five defeat-
ed candidates have disputed the results of
the poll, in which Sassou Nguesso took more
than 60 percent, alleging “massive fraud”. 

‘A masquerade’ 
Congo has been on edge since an

October constitutional referendum ended a
two-term limit on presidential mandates,
allowing the 72-year-old head of state to
run again. Last week, there were strikes in
several southern districts in protest over
the election results.

The southern Makelekele and Mayana
districts remained eerily quiet on Tuesday
morning and few residents appeared to
have returned home after fleeing the fight-
ing in droves the day before. Troops
deployed at key points throughout
Brazzaville and manned roadblocks, search-
ing the few cars and people out on the
streets, while stalls were empty at the city’s
biggest Total market.

“We live in a country where, whether
you vote or not, peace is always under
threat,” said one woman, who gave her
name as Julienne. Moungalla said the
March vote was “a great moment of peace-
ful democracy” and said authorities were
investigating whether the opposition was
behind the unrest.

The government “does not yet have
proof that candidates or their supporters are
involved in this affair” but investigations “are
ongoing”, he said. Kolelas, who came second
to Sassou Nguesso in last month’s vote with
15 percent, said the government allegations
against the rebels were “overly hasty”. — AFP 

5 killed, buildings burned 

in Congo capital unrest

KASHMIR: Kashmiri villagers carry the body of suspected rebel Bilal Ahmed Bhat during his
funeral at Karimabad, some 38 kilometers (24 miles) south of Srinagar. — AFP 

US arrests 21 for visa fraud 

in fake university operation



HONG KONG: Hong Kong student leader
Joshua Wong accused HSBC of “political censor-
ship” yesterday after the bank rejected his appli-
cation for a joint account for his new party as
well as a personal account for himself.

Wong, 19, announced the formation of the
party, called Demosisto, last month to contest
parliamentary elections later this year, saying it
would push for “self-determination” over the
semi-autonomous city’s future.  Fears over
Beijing’s influence have sparked increasing calls,
particularly among young activists for more
autonomy from the mainland, with some advo-
cating outright independence for Hong Kong. 

Both the Hong Kong authorities and Beijing
have slammed independence campaigners.
One new pro-independence party has said it
has been blocked from registering in the city.
Wong, who became the face of the city’s pro-
democracy movement during mass rallies in
2014, said his application for two accounts with
HSBC had been refused with no detailed reason
given.  “They may think I’m quite politically sen-
sitive and they need to adopt political censor-
ship,” Wong said.

Wong said he applied for a joint personal
account with a fellow campaigner to receive
donations for his political party, and a personal
account for himself-an upgrade from a chil-

dren’s account that he already had with the
bank. “HSBC phoned us and told us that
because of administrative arrangements and
business reasons, we are not allowed to open
the joint account,” said Wong.

“They just continued to repeat to us that it’s
a business arrangement, sorry about it.” Wong
said a second application for his own personal
account was also rejected, adding that one
branch manager told him he would not be able
to open any new accounts at HSBC. The manag-
er, who Wong said refused to provide a written
reason, again told him the decision was due to
a “business arrangement,” he said.

HSBC told AFP it could not comment on
individual cases, but denied there were political
reasons at play. “While we are not commenting
on political matters, the bank will not refuse to
open an account because of customers’ political
views,” it said. Hong Kong’s freedoms are pro-
tected by a 50-year agreement signed when
Britain handed the city back to China in 1997,
but there are concerns Beijing is weighing in
more heavily in a range of areas, from politics to
media and education. HSBC is currently
embroiled in the Panama Papers leaks, in which
it is named as one of the major international
banks most involved in setting up offshore
companies for wealthy clients.  — AFP 
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HANOI: Vietnam’s prime minister
stepped down yesterday after 10 years in
office, leaving behind a mixed legacy of
promoting failed state enterprises but at
the same time attracting foreign invest-
ment and daring to challenge China. In a
formal vote, 430 of 462 members of the
rubber-stamp National Assembly voted
to remove Nguyen Tan Dung, three
months before the end of his term, the
government said on its website.

Dung’s departure was a mere formali-
ty after he lost a leadership battle during
the ruling Communist Party’s congress in
January. Dung lost to Nguyen Phu Trong,
who was re-elected party general secre-
tary for a second five-year term. The
National Assembly is scheduled to
appoint Dung’s deputy, Nguyen Xuan
Phuc, as prime minister today. In Vietnam,
the Communist Party general secretary,
the prime minister and the president
form the triumvirate of power.

Dung was easily the most high-profile
Prime Minister Vietnam ever had. He was
charismatic, a good orator and mixed
easily with foreign leaders, which raised
the country’s profile. But within the party
he was blamed for the failures of huge

state-owned enterprises including the
monumental collapse of the Vietnam
Shipbuilding Industry Group and
Vietnam Shipping Lines. Many of the
state owned enterprises ended up with
mountains of public debt.

Entrepreneurial leader
“Over the course of his tenure, Dung

distinguished himself as a highly public
and entrepreneurial leader, even as the
substance of his policy initiatives drew
criticisms from both conservative and
reform elements within the party,”
Jonathan London, a Vietnam expert at
the City University of Hong Kong, said in
an email interview.

Also, Dung’s closeness with numerous
newly and unusually wealthy Vietnamese
raised suspicions among many. “Be that
as it may, during Dung’s tenure, Vietnam
continued to grow and draw large-scale
foreign investment, defying regional and
global trends,” said London. Dung’s posi-
tion as an experienced leader will be hard
to fill.

“Dung’s successor, Nguyen Xuan Phuc,
who comes to the office with consider-
able less punching power, is a study in

contrast with Dung,” said London. “In
essence, none among Vietnam’s current
leaders will fill Dung’s shoes.”

Dung took office in 2006, during the
global financial crises, followed by a glob-
al economic slowdown that severely
impacted Vietnam, which at the time -
and even today - largely depends on for-
eign investment and trade for economic
growth.

Le Hong Hiep, a visiting fellow at
Singapore’s Institute of Southeast Asian
Studies, noted that his plan to create
giant state-backed conglomerates may
have been well-intentioned, but it was
poorly executed. Instead of selecting and
promoting strong and efficient private
companies, he decided to promote ineffi-
cient and corruption-laden state-owned
enterprises, he said. Still, it may not have
been his plan alone but that of the party,
which at the time wanted such state-
owned companies to become the “iron
fists” of the economy, said Hiep.

“In this sense, he can be seen as a vic-
tim of the system,” he said. Dung also won
accolades from common Vietnamese for
standing up to China in their territorial
disputes in the South China Sea. Le Dang

Doanh, an economist and former govern-
ment economic adviser, said Dung can be
applauded for his efforts to deepen inter-
national integration, attract a consider-

able amount of foreign investment and
lift incomes, but he also left behind a
soaring public debts, growing budget
deficit and corruption. — AP 

TOKYO: US military bases remain essential to
Japan’s security, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said
in an interview yesterday, as he brushed off
comments by Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump that Tokyo should be left to
defend itself.  Japan’s alliance with Washington
has been the bedrock of its defense since the
end of World War II, and the country still hosts
47,000 US troops.

“I cannot conceive of any situation within the
foreseeable future when the US presence
wouldn’t be necessary,” Abe told The Wall Street
Journal. Abe has vowed to boost Japan’s military
but he sidestepped a question on whether
Japan would play a bigger role in its own
defence, saying Tokyo would strengthen its rela-
tionship with Washington.  

“By strengthening the Japan-US alliance, we’ll
strengthen deterrence and that will contribute
to peace and stability in the region, not just
Japan,” Abe said in the interview with the WSJ,
conducted in Tokyo on Tuesday.  Abe also said
he wanted to push through a huge trans-Pacific

trade deal that has been attacked by both
Democratic presidential candidates, Bernie
Sanders and Hillary Clinton.

“This is the birth of an economic zone that
has 40 percent of the world’s [gross domestic
product], one that is protected by free and fair
rules,’ Abe told the WSJ, referring to the Trans-
Pacific Partnership, a massive multi-nation deal
of which Japan and the US are the key players.
“Through it, the US, Japan and the other coun-
tries participating in TPP will achieve great profit
and gain chances for growth.”  

Big mouth Trump 
Abe’s comments come after Trump said that

US alliances with countries such as Japan and
South Korea cost too much to maintain and that
they should be responsible for their own
defense-unless they bear more of the cost bur-
den. Trump has also suggested that they could
develop their own nuclear weapons, a stance
particularly controversial in Japan, which is the
only country in the world to be attacked with

atomic bombs. Asked at a press conference last
week about comments by Trump, Abe said that
the alliance with the US remains strong and will
not change after the US presidential election in
November, comments he reiterated in the inter-
view.  “No matter who will be the next president,
the Japan-US alliance is the cornerstone of
Japan’s diplomacy,” he said.

Japan, which is constitutionally barred from
waging offensive war, last year passed new laws
that could, under certain circumstances, see its
troops fight abroad for the first time since the
end of World War II. Abe says the legislation is
necessary because of perceived threats from an
increasingly assertive China and unstable North
Korea.

Opponents argue they go against both the
constitution and the national psyche, and could
see Japan dragged into far-flung wars led by
treaty ally the US. Washington has backed the
changes, but regional rivals China and South
Korea have expressed concern at any expansion
of Japan’s military. — AFP 

Vietnam’s PM steps down after 10 years in office

TOKYO: Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (left) accompanied by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, speaks during a joint
press conference following their meeting at the latter’s official residence yesterday. — AP 
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TOKYO: Japan’s only two working nuclear reactors
can remain online after a court rejected an appeal by
residents who said safety rules following the 2011
Fukushima disaster were inadequate, the operator
confirmed yesterday. The court ruling was a victory
for Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who plans to bring
back atomic energy, five years after a series of melt-
downs at the Fukushima plant. The catastrophe led
to the closure of all nuclear reactors in the resource-
poor country, forcing it to turn to expensive fossil
fuels. The Miyazaki branch of the Fukuoka High Court
on the southern island of Kyushu ruled yesterday
that the No 1 and No 2 reactors at the Sendai power
plant should be allowed to stay online, Rei Fujimoto,
spokesman for operator Kyushu Electric Power Co,
confirmed.  A court spokesman refused to comment.

Potential earthquakes 
Residents argued that Kyushu Electric has under-

estimated the scale of potential earthquakes and vol-
canic eruptions that could hit the region and claimed
government safety standards were inadequate. They
plan to appeal the case in the Supreme Court,
Japan’s Jiji Press reported. The Fukushima meltdowns
were sparked by a magnitude 9.0 earthquake-gener-
ated tsunami on March 11, 2011.

The disaster triggered the world’s worst nuclear
accident since Chernobyl in 1986, bred distrust and
fuelled widespread protests. Yoshihide Suga, the
government’s top spokesman, told a press confer-
ence yesterday that new safety standards are “the
world’s toughest” and the government had no inten-
tion of changing its stance on restarting reactors.

But environmental group Greenpeace criticized
the decision in a statement, saying the court “failed
to order the shutdown” of the operating reactors
“despite evidence of severe earthquake and volcano
risks at the plant”. Japan’s Nuclear Regulation
Authority, which approved the restarts under the
new safety rules, “is failing to apply lessons of
Fukushima and protect the people of Japan”, Shaun
Burnie, Greenpeace senior nuclear specialist, said in
the statement.

The latest legal decision comes after a Kyushu dis-
trict court in April 2015 ruled that the two reactors
should be allowed to restart under the post-
Fukushima safety regulations. In August, the No 1
reactor became the first unit to come online under
the new standards, followed by the No 2 reactor in
October. The Sendai reactors are the only two oper-
ating in the country after a court in March ordered
the shutdown of two nuclear reactors in central
Japan. — AFP 

Japan’s working nuclear reactors to stay online

NARATHIWAT: Two state employees were
killed in a drive-by shooting yesterday in
the kingdom’s conflict-hit deep south,
police said, as rebel violence undercuts
government claims of progress towards
ending a 12-year insurgency.

More than 6,500 people have died-the
majority civilians-since 2004 in fighting
between publicity-shy Malay Muslim
rebels and Thai security forces who blan-
ket the area. Thailand annexed the cultur-
ally distinct zone bordering Malaysia over
a century ago. Recent weeks have seen a
spike in bomb attacks and ambushes,
including one last week which left three
police dead after their truck was forced off
the road and riddled with bullets.

Yesterday morning two Muslim men, a
deputy village headman and a local secu-
rity volunteer were shot dead as they
bought rubber off-cuts in a so-called rebel
‘red zone’ in Narathiwat-one of the three
southernmost provinces worst-hit by the
violence. “At least two people carried out
the shooting,” Colonel Ruangsak
Buabadeng of Rueso police said. “Both vic-
tims were government workers. It took
place in area where insurgents are active,”
he added.

Rebels routinely target perceived col-
laborators with the Thai state. The drive-by
came as Thailand’s deputy prime minister

and junta number two Prawit Wongsuwon
presided over a ceremony in Narathiwat
welcoming the return of 650 Malay
Muslims to the region. The men had fled
because their names were on government
wanted lists. 

Under the ‘bring people home scheme’
wanted men are allowed to return to their
villages without arrest if they renounce
ties with the rebel movement. Thai author-
ities say the scheme shows locals are
wearying of the violence. “ There are
almost 2,000 more people who have
expressed an interest in joining the proj-
ect,” Major General Kongchep
Tantravanich said in statement at the cere-
mony.

But rights groups say many hundreds
are wrongly on the state wanted lists sim-
ply because they are family members,
friends or have loose connections with
known rebels. Once on the list they flee
the deep south fearing arrest or even
extra-judicial killings by shadowy groups
known to operate in the region. The Thai
junta says it is on track to re-start full
peace talks this year. But observers say
peace is unlikely while a tight security net
remains over the region. Critics also cast
doubt on the army’s sincerity and the abil-
ity of their rebel interlocutors to control
the revolt’s foot soldiers. — AFP 

Two Thai state employees 

killed in drive-by shooting 

KUALA LUMPUR: in this April 27, 2015 file photo, Vietnam’s Prime
Minister Nguyen Tan Dung waits for the plenary session of the 26th
ASEAN Summit. —- AP 

MIYAZAKI: Lawyers hold banners which read “Unjust Decision” (left) and “We Won’t Give Up”
(right), after a judgment in front of a court. — AFP  

BEIJING: China is confident it can resolve
business disagreements with Myanmar
through friendly talks, Foreign Minister Wang
Yi said after meeting his counterpart Aung
San Suu Kyi, amid pressure from China to
resume a stalled $3.6-billion dam project. The
talks with Wang in the Myanmar capital of
Naypyitaw were Suu Kyi’s first official meeting
since her appointment as foreign minister.

Last month, China said it would push
Myanmar’s new government to resume the
controversial dam scheme, saying the con-
tract was still valid. Former Myanmar presi-
dent Thein Sein angered Beijing in 2011 by
suspending the Chinese-invested Myitsone
dam project, about 90 percent of whose
power would have gone to China. Other
Chinese projects in the former Burma have
proved controversial, among them the
Letpadaung copper mine, which has repeat-
edly sparked protests from people living
nearby, and twin Chinese oil and gas
pipelines across the country. With close trade
and economic ties between the two coun-
tries, it was natural there would be “certain
problems”, Wang said, according to a state-
ment by China’s Foreign Ministry late on
Tuesday.

“Myself and Foreign Minister Suu Kyi
reached a consensus, that all problems can
find an appropriate resolution via friendly

consultations,” it quoted Wang as saying,
without mentioning specific projects.
Myanmar’s new government wants to devel-
op the economy and improve livelihoods,
and China is willing to invest more in the
country, including in infrastructure projects,
he added.

“We will guide Chinese companies oper-
ating in Myanmar to respect Myanmar’s laws
and rules, respect local customs, pay atten-
tion to environmental protection ... and fulfil
their responsibility to society,” Wang added.
In a sign the business relationship remains on
track, Chinese state-controlled commodity
trader Guangdong Zhenrong Energy Co has
won approval from the Myanmar govern-
ment to build a long-planned $3-billion refin-
ery in partnership with domestic parties,
including the energy ministry. 

China has been at pains to ensure its for-
merly close relationship with Myanmar’s one-
time military rulers continues under the new
government, one of the reasons for Wang’s
visit. The Global Times, an influential Chinese
state-run tabloid, said in an editorial yesterday
it hoped the Myitsone Dam could be revived.
“A stable Myanmar under new systems with
predictable national policies is in accordance
with China’s national interests,” said the paper,
published by the ruling Communist Party’s
official People’s Daily. — Reuters 
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the investment sector or apartments (for expatriates)
three months later. The Assembly is due to debate the new
charges on April 12 along with the government’s econom-
ic reforms. The debate could be postponed by one day if
the Assembly decides to debate a grilling against com-
merce and industry minister. Shaye made no reference to
any change in the government’s proposals for raising pow-
er charges for apartments, where the overwhelming
majority of expatriates live. The government proposed to
raise charges to 5 fils for the first 1,000 kW, 10 fils for
between 1,000 and 2,000 kW and 15 fils for above that.

Minister of Electricity and Water Ahmad Al-Jassar said
after the meeting that there are differences between the
government and Assembly’s plans on power charges. He
said that even after the proposed increase, the govern-
ment subsidies will represent 80 percent of the cost and
decreases to between 65 and 70 percent for higher con-
sumption categories.

Rapporteur of the committee MP Mohammad Al-Jabri
said that the panel’s proposal can help save around KD
500 million in subsidies. MP Faisal Al-Kandari meanwhile
said that electricity charges for Kuwaiti citizens must
remain unchanged and the Assembly should reject both
the committee and government proposals. He said the
government should first search for other alternatives
before harming people’s income.

Meanwhile, MP Yousef Al-Zalzalah yesterday said that
when passed by the parliament, the manpower authority
law was meant to regulate the labor market, provide suit-
able working environments for workers and facilitate
business for the private sector. “Unfortunately, the man-
power authority has turned into a haven of corruption
where some employees are abusing both workers and
employers by the powers invested in them by the law,” he
remarked, urging the minister of social affairs and labor
to investigate the matter and hold these employees
accountable for abusing the law to blackmail workers
and employers. “I will expose corruption practiced by
some of the authority’s senior officials and employees
and the government will be held accountable for this,”
Zalzalah vowed

Separately, MP Saud Al-Huraiji said the ministry of
commerce and industry was being run without any prac-
tical plan or executive proceedings in terms of solving
the problem of price increases. “Inflation and high prices
are things that destroy and impede nations’ progress,” he
added, noting that the government’s duties included
protecting consumers, guaranteeing quality of products
and controlling the prices of basic consumer goods.
Accordingly, Huraiji filed a parliamentary inquiry about
the measures the ministry has taken in this regard, its
plans to prevent manipulation of prices, proposals to
control them and whether it was considering reviewing
the list of subsidized goods. 

Panel rejects govt power tariffs, approves...
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Pressure has also been placed on Iraq by the Gulf
Cooperation Council, of which Qatar is a member.

In a joint statement immediately after the kidnap-
ping, the GCC said Iraq should take “decisive and imme-
diate measures” to secure the release of the hunters.
There is widespread enmity towards the Gulf Arab states
in Shiite areas of southern and central Iraq because of
their support for Sunni rebels in the conflict raging in
neighboring Syria. Iran-backed Shiite militias, which

have a major presence in the region, have sent fighters
to Syria to support President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime.

The hunting party was in Iraq on an officially licensed
expedition and Doha has put pressure on the Shiite-led
government in Baghdad to help secure the hostages’
release. Wealthy Gulf Arabs often brave the risks of travel
to countries like Afghanistan and Pakistan as well as Iraq
to hunt with falcons without the bag limits and conser-
vation measures they face at home. Their favored prey is
the houbara bustard, a large game bird once nearly
hunted to extinction in the Middle East. — AFP 

Qatari royal freed by Iraq kidnappers

An Egyptian man carries gas canisters on his donkey in the village of Al-Jendyaa, in the Bani Mazar province in Minya governorate south of Cairo on Tuesday. — AFP 
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Yesterday, Emirati officials gathered before several
hundred workers at what appeared to be a model resi-
dential camp for laborers and managers on the outskirts
of Abu Dhabi, the Emirati capital. They answered a series
of questions from workers as Saqr Ghobash, the UAE’s
minister of human resources and emiratization, moved
through the crowd, trailed by television cameras.

But even here, with security guards holding trays full
of expensive chocolates, taxi drivers discussed how
their housing didn’t allow them to cook meals. Others
talked about being in small rooms split in two, with 10
men sleeping inside at a time. An apprentice taxi driver
said he had his pay docked any time he did poorly on
an exam. ‘I’m not happy,” said the taxi driver from
Nigeria’s southern Edo state, who asked his name not
be used for fear of losing his job. “I wish I never came.”

Gulf Arab nations have come under increasing scruti-
ny from human rights and labor activists over their
treatment of low-paid workers. Labor unions are not
allowed and strikes are illegal in the UAE, though

protests sometimes occur. Hundreds of migrant labor-
ers staged a rare protest in November near the airport
hosting the opening day of the biennial Dubai Airshow.

Habib Rehman, a Pakistani who works in human
resources for a construction firm, said he appreciated
the effort to translate labor laws into languages like
Hindi, Tamil, Bengali and Urdu, but said a wider cam-
paign was needed to educate all workers. Also, even
laborers who know their rights sometimes face bosses
who threaten to ban them from the UAE, he said. “There
are people in between who have been misusing” the
laws, Rehman said. “They put them under pressure,
blackmailing them.”

Ali Ebrahim Al-Shehhi, a senior administrator at the
Dubai labor office who attended Wednesday’s meeting,
answered several of Rehman’s questions, stressing
workers should document what they see and never sign
a paper they don’t understand. However, when pressed
by Rehman about bosses and company heads knowing-
ly breaking the law, he said Emirati authorities wouldn’t
allow it. “The world has changed,” Shehhi said. “You have
to change your mentality.”  — AP 

UAE labor meet finds expats still troubled

RABAT: Saudi Arabia and Morocco have signed an aid
agreement worth $230 million, the Moroccan finance
ministry said yesterday, part of a five-year package of
financial assistance extended by wealthy Gulf states. Four
Gulf states - Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the United
Arab Emirates - agreed in 2012 to provide aid worth a
total of $5 billion to Morocco in the period 2012-2017 to
help it weather “Arab Spring” protests.

Each of the four countries has committed $1.25 billion
to Morocco for the whole five-year period, in an effort to
build up its infrastructure, strengthen its economy and
foster tourism.  The agreement signed yesterday is Saudi
Arabia’s 2016 part, Morocco’s finance minister said. The
$230 million agreement was signed in Bahrain by the
Moroccan minister, Mohammed Boussaid, and Saudi
Finance Minister Ibrahim bin Abdulaziz Al-Assaf. It
includes $100 million of support to small and medium-

size enterprises), $80 million of aid to agriculture and $50
million for the health ministry.

Morocco has budgeted to receive a total $1 billion in
aid from the Gulf states for 2016. It hopes to cut its budg-
et deficit to 3.5 percent of gross domestic product this
year from an estimated 4.3 percent in 2015. Moroccan
officials have said Morocco had received only 4 billion
dirhams of the 13 billion ($1 billion) expected in last year.
It was unclear which Gulf countries have not provided
their 2015 aid.

Rabat is anxious to avoid a drop in living standards
and prevent a return of the street protests for political
and economic reforms that King Mohammed managed
to stifle in 2011 with constitutional reforms, social spend-
ing and harsh policing. The Gulf states have agreed a sim-
ilar package of aid, also worth a total $5 billion over a
five-year period, for Jordan. — Reuters 

Saudis grant Morocco $230m aid



A N A L Y S I S
THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2016

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher 
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN

Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL               : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING          : 24835616/7
FAX                            : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION          : 24833199 Extn. 163
ACCOUNTS              : 24835619
COMMERCIAL          : 24835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
E MAIL :info@kuwaittimes.net
Website: www.kuwaittimes.net

All articles appearing on these
pages are the personal opinion of
the writers. Kuwait Times takes no
responsibility for views expressed
therein. Kuwait Times invites read-
ers to voice their opinions. Please
send submissions via email to: opin-
ion@kuwaittimes.net or via snail
mail to PO Box 1301 Safat, Kuwait.
The editor reserves the right to edit
any submission as necessary.

Four decades after his brother was killed during a rescue
operation in Uganda, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is embarking on an African mission of his own -

but with very different aims. Galvanized by a growing demand
for Israeli security assistance and his government’s search for
new allies, Netanyahu has put a fresh focus on improving ties
with African nations. Part of his push involves a planned visit to
the continent around the 40th anniversary of the July 1976
hostage rescue operation that resulted in his brother’s death. 

His itinerary has not yet been released, though Netanyahu
said he has accepted an invitation to visit the continent from
African leaders. Among them is the president of Kenya, with
which Israel has strong ties, and a visit to that country seems like-
ly. “Israel is coming back to Africa; Africa is coming back to Israel,”
Netanyahu recently told lawmakers and African ambassadors. He
noted his visit would be around the anniversary of the rescue
operation, which he called “a very dramatic national experience”
and “for me, obviously, one of great personal consequence.”

African nations that have survived colonialism and, more
recently, the not-always-altruistic aims of Western nations and
China certainly have reasons to be sceptical. But economic
progress in many African countries has begun to change the
dynamics, while the threat of Islamic extremism in parts of the
continent has left governments in search of advanced defence
technology. Certain countries would be especially keen to bene-
fit from Israeli agricultural and water technology, said Na’eem
Jeenah, head of the South Africa-based Afro-Middle East Centre
research institute. “The manner in which Israel has presented
itself to these governments is in terms of huge opportunities,”
Jeenah said, adding that he believed “many countries” would be
interested.

Netanyahu’s planned trip, the first by an Israeli premier to
Africa since Yitzhak Rabin visited Casablanca in 1994, is a culmi-
nation of years of rapprochement. It is also an opportunity for
Israel to further deepen business ties with the economically
growing African states in fields in which it possesses expertise.
Israel hopes as well to gain more diplomatic support from
African nations at the various UN bodies, where it faces harsh
criticism over its occupation of the West Bank and blockade of
the Gaza Strip.

Warming Ties 
The Israeli-Arab conflict drove a wedge between African

countries and the Jewish state in the 1960s. Pressure from North
African nations, accentuated by the 1967 and 1973 wars
between Israel and its neighbors, led African states to drop their
relations with the Jewish state. Netanyahu’s brother Yonatan
was killed in a July 1976 commando raid in Entebbe, Uganda, to
free passengers aboard an Air France plane hijacked by
Palestinians. 

By the time the commandoes arrived, non-Israeli and non-
Jewish passengers had been released by the hijackers, leaving
about 100 hostages. The hostages were freed in the raid but 20
Ugandan soldiers and seven hijackers were killed, along with sev-
eral Ugandan citizens. The lone casualty among the Israeli assault
team was Netanyahu’s brother, who headed the operation.

Changes in diplomatic relations with parts of Africa began in
the following decade, according to Aryeh Oded, who for years
was an Israeli diplomat in African capitals and is now a
researcher at the Hebrew University’s Truman Institute. “Since
1982, the Africans realized they had made a mistake in cutting
the ties,” he said. Israel, however, still feeling the sting of the
snub, “didn’t have the desire to renew ties.”

But in recent years, Israel’s lack of progress in reaching peace
with the Palestinians forced it to renew its African interests.
“Under Avigdor Lieberman, Israel renewed its interest in Africa,
because there were difficulties with Europe and other places,”
Oded said of the ultra-nationalist who as Netanyahu’s foreign
minister between 2009-2015 visited Africa a number of times.

Selling Security 
At a recent conference on Africa-Israel ties, the foreign min-

istry’s deputy director general for Africa, Yoram Elron, noted
Israel’s need for support from African nations in international
forums. “Today relations with the African continent are high on
our foreign policy agenda,” he told dozens of African dignitaries
and diplomats. Indeed in recent weeks Kenya’s President Uhuru
Kenyatta, Ghana’s foreign minister and a delegation of African
Muslim religious leaders visited Israel.

And Israeli foreign ministry director general and Netanyahu
confidante Dore Gold recently paid a visit to his counterpart in
South Africa. While Israel’s trade with Africa constitutes only two
percent of its foreign trade, the potential for growth exists.
“Africa, which has today one of the highest growth rates in the
world, presents many business opportunities in areas Israel has
extensive expertise, such as agriculture, telecommunications,
alternative energy and infrastructure,” Elron said. —AFP

Issues

Netanyahu looks 

to changing Africa 

for new Israel allies

By  Jonah Mandel

By Roland Lloyd Parry

Winter is coming, and like many scientists posted in
Antarctica, Bogdan Gavrylyuk is looking forward
to going home. It has been a year since the 43-

year-old Ukrainian geophysicist started his latest posting,
monitoring climatic phenomena on an island off western
Antarctica. “Everybody misses home. Everybody has a fami-
ly or a girlfriend and of course we miss them,” he says. “But
here, there is a job we have to do.” He will ship out from
Vernadsky Research Station in early April to make way for
his replacement, before the sea freezes over.

Scientists call Antarctica the Earth’s last wilderness. For
some, it is also a paradise of international cooperation. It is
home to thousands of researchers and technicians from
various countries who share the territory under the
Antarctic Treaty. In Gavrylyuk’s office, blinking computer
screens show graphs of data from meteorological instru-
ments deployed around the wind-swept base. “We share a
lot of important, interesting information between different
Antarctic countries - data on the ozone layer, meteorologi-
cal information, geophysical information. All the countries
here are doing the same,” he says. He also shows off a pair
of keyboards on which he plays rock music in his free time.
“I have a guitar, a flute, harmonica, keyboards. It helps me
relax when I’m working hard on my project,” Gavrylyuk
explains.

Science and Peace 
Diplomats cherish the Antarctic Treaty that has gov-

erned this continent since 1959. “It has lasted for over 50
years. It brings us all together for science and for peace,”
says Ray Arnaudo, who was formerly the US State
Department’s top official for Antarctica. “If you extended
the boundaries of Antarctica by five degrees every couple
of years, in 50 years you would have world peace,” he says.
“Some say I’m a dreamer.” But when it comes to protecting
the region, the Antarctic Treaty is prey to international poli-
tics beyond its icy shores.

“Antarctica has traditionally been a place where people
have been able to cooperate more than they would on
other issues. However there is an outstanding list of to-
dos,” says Claire Christian, acting director of the Antarctic
and Southern Ocean Coalition, a grouping of environmen-
tal NGOs. Run by Britain until it was sold to Ukraine in 1996,
Vernadsky Station was one of the research bases whose
atmospheric readings revealed the hole in the ozone layer
in the 1980s, Gavrylyuk says.

Now the focus is on climate change. Antarctica’s
western peninsula has warmed by three percent on
average over the past half-century, according to envi-
ronmental groups. They hope the Antarctic Treaty’s
environmental commission, CCAMLR, can agree on
measures to protect the continent. “There are a lot of
political obstacles,” says Christian. “It’s been very diffi-

cult, for example, for countries in CCAMLR to agree to
marine protected areas.”

Antarctic Climate Change 
At Argentina’s Almirante Brown Station, biologist Rocio

Fayo and her 10 colleagues lead an isolated life. “There is no
Internet connection here, so the group has a very strong
bond,” says Fayo, 31, standing under the gray skies of
Paradise Bay outside the red wooden hut where the team
sleeps. “We’ve been up the peak over there a few times. We
climb up and slide back down fast on our bottoms in the
snow. It’s good fun.” Fayo has spent the summer studying
micro-algae. Another researcher has set up a camera for
monitoring penguins in the bay.  Conservationists fear the
penguins are threatened by climate change and fishing.
Campaigners complain that some countries are resisting
conservation efforts by fellow CCAMLR members. Andrea
Kavanagh, head of the penguin campaign of Pew Charitable
Trusts, a US lobby group, says Russia and China want to
expand fishing near endangered penguin colonies.

Hiking the Frozen Sea 
Far away from their countries, on the bases, staff say

Antarctic relations run smoothly, however. “There’s this
great international collaboration. Politics is set aside here
more than in most places,” says laboratory supervisor
Carolyn Lipke, 35. She is getting ready for a break after
spending her sixth year at Palmer Station, one of several
US Antarctic bases. Among various research projects at
her station, chemists are examining spongy invertebrates
on the seabed that they think give off toxins with poten-
tially cancer-fighting qualities.

When they’re not deep-sea diving for specimens or
working in the lab, she says, the 40 or so staff here play
cards, watch movies and hold open-mic talent shows. In
winter, they can hike across the frozen sea to neighboring
islands. A satellite Internet and phone link helps them
keep in touch with loved ones. “That makes it easier to be
here for long periods, and also for the scientists to com-
municate,” Lipke says. “You can communicate with your
family but you can also get a ton of work done.”  —AFP

Antarctica: Int’l relations in cold climate

This photo taken on March 4, 2016 shows a panoramic spot over Brown Scientific Research Station, an
Argentine temporary station in Paradise Harbor, Antarctica. —AFP

By Sebastien Rieussec

“This taxi is no ordinary taxi,” shouts the driver, allowing his
customer a moment to settle in the back seat before pro-
pelling his cab down the streets of Bamako, talking a mile

a minute. The bombastic declarations of “F-One”, a cabbie with tales
even taller than the high standard of his profession, have hooked
fans of Mali’s newest hit TV show, “Taxi Tigui” (Taxi Driver), whose deft
mix of satire and social commentary has a distinctly local twist.

Since its launch last month, the series has drawn huge attention,
in part because it is 100 percent Malian: Set in the capital, recorded in
the local Bambara language and produced in the country with
Malian actors. “People were waiting for this, that’s what we discov-
ered with ‘Taxi Tigui’,” co-creator Toumani Sangare said. “It is really
important for us to create content that looks like we do.”

Each three-minute episode marks a significant change from the
country’s usual television diet of dubbed South American soaps,
using comedy to delve more deeply into the national psyche. F-One
boasts that his eponymous taxi is “the fastest in Mali”, despite surviv-
ing bombings in Iraq, war in Afghanistan and an unlikely earthquake
in central Paris that killed everyone in the vicinity. Mali’s president is
of course a regular customer.

So far, so cabbie. But the zany content often mirrors reality for
Bamako’s 16 million citizens: F-One and his customers start off argu-
ing about the fare but weave their way around gender politics,
romance and the challenges of being a good Muslim. “It’s a carica-
ture of society,” said Sangare, a Franco-Malian who acts as a director
and producer for “Taxi Tigui”. “Each customer is the pretext for a
sketch, an adventure,” he told AFP.

‘Rediscovering Daily Life’ 
Sangare teamed up with Frenchman and longtime Bamako resi-

dent Nicolas Frebault to cast a satirical eye on the dusty west African
metropolis, producing 44 episodes. Viewers “rediscover daily life in
Mali” through laughter, said the show’s star Koman Diabate.
“Everything that happens around us, whether cultural, economic or
political - we talk about it.” F-One, for example, embraces a pious
mood in an episode set on a Friday, traditionally a day dedicated to
the mosque in Muslim-majority Mali. 

He refuses two would-be clients, shaking his head and running

prayer beads through one hand as he explains he is on his way to
worship. When a final customer offers an impossibly large tip to get
to a first date on time, F-One abandons all thoughts of Allah to take
his amorous client to the girl in question at breakneck speed. “For
sensitive topics, we often flip them around with humor so the taboo
disappears amidst the laughter,” said Sirafily Django, a “Taxi Tigui”
scriptwriter and actor.

People See Themselves 
Mali does not record audience figures but public reaction

appears overwhelmingly positive. “I really liked it, it’s what we see
every day in Mali,” said Marietou Togola, a student who watched the
series premiere in Bamako. Three back-to-back episodes of “Taxi
Tigui” are broadcast every Monday to Wednesday by state broadcast-
er ORTM, then repeated in the morning during the rest of the week.
Typical is TV repairman Modibo Haidara who watched “Taxi Tigui”
with his neighbors, saying he fell about laughing over how well
Koman and his co-stars brought “the traditions, the reality of Mali” to
the small screen.

Even rarer for a Malian show, “Taxi Tigui” was entirely financed
through local sources, unlike previous local hits that relied on outside
support, said Moussa Ouane, director of Mali’s National
Cinematography Centre (CNCM). The show “could not have hap-
pened without local support, financially speaking,” said Sangare.
Malian cinema has taken such huge blows in recent years that
almost all of its public screens have shut, Ouane said, leaving televi-
sion to fill the gap. “It is now much easier to produce television series
than feature films,” he said, and what’s more, “people want to see
themselves on the screen.”  —AFP

TV cabbie drives viewers to laugh at Mali life

A handout picture release by Banko production
shows actors performing on the set of a new TV
show “Taxi Tigui” on Feb 25, 2016 in Bamako. —AFP



LONDON: Manchester City centre back Martin Demichelis has accept-
ed a Football Association charge that he broke betting rules, British
media reported.  The 35-year-old was accused last month of commit-
ting 12 breaches of FA rules governing betting on foot-
ball matches between Jan. 22-28. There is no sugges-
tion that the charge is linked to any games that
Demichelis played for City or any match he could
have had an influence over. The Argentina interna-
tional is in France for his team’s Champions League
quarter-final, first-leg clash with Paris St Germain
yesterday. He had until 1600 GMT on April 5 to
respond to the charge and now faces potential
sanctions, ranging from a fine to a ban from the FA.
Rules introduced last season prohibit players
and coaches from betting on any football
activity. — Reuters
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LONDON: West Ham United midfielder Cheikhou Kouyate is free
to face Arsenal on Saturday after the Football Association
rescinded the red card he received against Crystal Palace in last
weekend’s 2-2 Premier League draw. The 26-year old was sent off
in the second half at Upton Park for a challenge on Dwight
Gayle, with West Ham leading 2-1. “An Independent Regulatory
Commission has... upheld a wrongful dismissal claim in relation
to West Ham United’s Cheikhou Kouyate,” the FA said on its web-
site (www.thefa.com). “The player, who was dismissed for serious
foul play during the game against Crystal Palace on Saturday (2
April 2016), will therefore not serve any suspension.” This is the
second time this year that Kouyate has had a red card rescinded
on review. He was sent off in an FA Cup tie against Blackburn
Rovers in February for denying a clear goal-scoring opportunity,
a decision that was also subsequently overturned. —  Reuters

Reprieve for Kouyate as 

FA rescind red card

Demichelis accepts 

FA betting charge
LONDON: Norwich City striker Dieumerci Mbokani said he will no longer play for
Democratic Republic of Congo, complaining of unfair treatment by soccer authori-
ties there after he missed two African Nations Cup games following the Brussels
airport bombing. Mbokani was at Zaventem Airport when suicide bombers
destroyed its departure hall on March 22, and he did not travel to the home and

away qualifiers against Angola.  His international team mate Cedric
Bakambu, who plays for Spanish club Villarreal, was booked on the same

plane and reached Kinshasa the
next day on a different flight.

Congolese Football Federation
(CFF) president Constant Omari

told French radio on Monday that Mbokani
faced possible sanctions for missing the games.

Mbokani, who is on loan at the Premier League club from
Dynamo Kiev, told Congolese radio yesterday he had decided to
stop playing for his country. —Reuters

Mbokani quits DR Congo 

over ‘unfair’ treatment

FUJI SPEEDWAY: Move over, Lewis Hamilton:
An 18-year-old speed queen from Japan who is
ruffling feathers in the male-dominated world of
motor sport wants to take on the big boys in
Formula One.

Once teased by fellow drivers and fans, Miki
Koyama has silenced her critics by securing a
full-time drive for the new Formula Four season,
which kicks off its Japan Championship series in
Okayama this weekend.  “I love speed,” Koyama
told AFP in an interview during testing at Fuji
Speedway. “There’s no sport like it. I got hooked
on the thrill of it when I was little and I knew
there was nothing else I wanted to do.  “My
dream is to be a Formula One racer,” she added,
sitting in the cockpit of her car as mechanics tin-
kered with the engine.  “I think it’s good to have
big dreams. I’ll keep fighting until I get there.”

Koyama, who began in karting as a five-year-
old after dabbling with tennis and karate, made
her Formula Four debut last season with a hand-
ful of top-30 finishes.

“People ask me if it isn’t dangerous but I’ve
done nothing but race cars since I was little,” said
Koyama after roaring down the home straight at
230kph against the backdrop of a snow-covered
Mount Fuji. “That’s the best bit, it’s awesome!

NOT ‘A GIRL’    
“I was given a hard time when I first started

but I’ve always thought gender was irrelevant. If
I get results, people will just stop noticing I’m a
girl. I hate being called a girl.”

Koyama lines up alongside 21-year-old Ayaka
Imahashi for the Minami Aoyama team. “My par-
ents were against me racing at first because they
said it was too dangerous,” said Imahashi. 

“But they agreed to come and watch me race
last year and finally gave me their blessing. My
mum was crying as she watched, she was so
worried. She was just glad I finished in one
piece.” Neither Koyama nor Imahashi look like
your average petrol-head, even in racing over-
alls. But neither gave an inch as they jostled with
the men at Fuji.  “I don’t want to lose to the guys,”
grinned Koyama, who used to clean racing cars
just to be able to pick up tips. 

“They are there to be beaten. But obviously
it’s important to get results.” Japan has produced
nine Formula One drivers to date, the most suc-
cessful Kamui Kobayashi, who raced for Toyota,
Sauber and Caterham from 2009-14.  Koyama
and Imahashi are part of an exclusive club of
female Japanese racers including Formula Three
driver Ai Miura, Kumi Sato, who competed in last
year’s 24-hour race at Nurburgring and Keiko
Ihara, who finished on the podium at the 2002
Macau Grand Prix.

Italian Lella Lombardi was the last woman to
race in Formula One, in 1976, though women
have driven in other major motor racing champi-
onships, notably in the United States.

ADRENALIN RUSH    
“I do think about the dangers,” said Imahashi,

insisting nevertheless that the odd brush with
disaster was not enough to dampen the adrena-
lin rush she gets from racing. 

“When you’re cornering at more than 100kph

and you spin and hit a wall yes, it’s dangerous,
but I can’t get enough of the buzz you get.  “I’ve
crashed in practice,” she added with a sheepish
grin. “But it didn’t hurt that much. You’re well
protected and you don’t get shaken about too
much.” Imahashi and Koyama agree the physical
battering their bodies take is the most challeng-
ing aspect of the sport.

“Physically women are built differently to
men so we have to train twice as hard to devel-
op the strength in our legs for braking and our
arms for steering under stress for 30 minutes,”
said Imahashi, who follows a punishing daily
gym routine.  “Hopefully if more women drivers
actually begin to compete, people’s attitudes

will change,” said Imahashi. 
“But if we don’t get results people will contin-

ue to think women are simply stealing the lime-
light or are just here for decoration.  “Once we
start winning, they will see we’re serious and the
jokes will stop.”

Unlike Imahashi-who claims she still does
“girlie things like cook and make sweets”-
Koyama spends most of her spare time with her
car.  “I don’t have any heroes,” she said. “I just
want to win. When I don’t, my mum and dad get
angry at me and tell me to go faster.  “There’s
nothing like that blur of the world outside flash-
ing past your field of vision. There are no words
to describe it.” — AFP

Watch out, Lewis! Japan speed 

queen guns for Formula One

OYAMA: In this picture taken on on March 23, 2016, Japanese Formula Four drivers Miki
Koyama (R) and Ayaka Imahashi (L) pose for photographs at their team’s pit during a practice
session at the Fuji Speedway in Oyama, Shizuoka Prefecture. — AFP

OYAMA: Japanese Formula Four driver Miki Koyama gestures as she answers questions during
an interview with Agence Fance Presse after a practice session at the Fuji Speedway in Oyama,
Shizuoka Prefecture. — AFP

PERTH: This file photo taken on February 5, 2016 shows Australia’s James
Magnussen reacting after completing the men’s 100m freestyle at the Aquatic
Super Series swimming event in Perth. Two-time world champion James Magnussen
and dual Olympic champion Grant Hackett face major challenges to qualify for their
individual events at Australia’s Olympic swimming selection trials starting in
Adelaide today. — AFP

ADELAIDE: Two-time world champion James
Magnussen and dual Olympic champion
Grant Hackett face major challenges to qualify
for their individual events at Australia’s
Olympic swimming selection trials starting in
Adelaide today.

Magnussen, who was beaten by 100th of a
second for gold in the 100 metres freestyle at
the 2012 London Olympics, is fighting back
from a shoulder injury and trails top-ranked
teammate Cameron McEvoy and rising
youngster Kyle Chalmers heading into the cut-
throat trials.

The heat is on Magnussen, once the fastest
swimmer in the world but now facing a battle
to squeeze into the two top qualifying places
in his favoured event.

McEvoy is at the top of the world rankings
with his 47.56sec winning this year’s Aquatic
Super Series in Perth, while 17-year-old
Chalmers broke the 50m national record and
set a 200m personal best in world class times
at the Australian Age Championships in
Adelaide last week.

“His times are absolutely impressive,”
Australia’s head coach Jacco Verhaeren said of
Chalmers. “Does he have the talent for it
(Olympic selection)? Of course. Is it possible
right now? We will see this week.”

Dual Olympic champion Hackett, 35, who
came out of six years of troubled retirement to
try to make the Rio Games, is battling linger-
ing illness to shoot for an individual swim in
the 400m freestyle.

Hackett, who retired in 2008 after winning
the 1500m freestyle at both the 2000 Sydney
and 2004 Athens Olympics, and claiming four
world titles in the event, may have to focus
instead on a place in Australia’s 200m freestyle
relay team. “I need everything to go right giv-

en I’ve had six years out of sport and how
good these guys are now and what I’m up
against,” Hackett said of the 400m. “I am in a
position with nothing to prove and nothing to
lose so just see how I go.”

CUT-THROAT 
Cate and Bronte Campbell will resume

their sibling rivalry in the women’s freestyle
sprints after Bronte cleaned up with wins in
the 50m and 100m at last year’s Kazan world
championships. 

She has been troubled by hip and shoulder
problems this year and needs a cortisone injec-
tion to settle her shoulder, but has not been
able to risk time out of water so close to the tri-
als and will instead wait until immediately after
racing to seek a full diagnosis. 

“It has definitely not been the best prepara-
tion of my life but I will draw on past experi-
ence and I think I’ve got enough work done to
put together a good race and that is what I
need to do,” she said.

“Trials are about getting on the wall first or
second and making sure you’re on the team.
It’s pretty cut-throat and there is no room for
error.” Cate, the 100m freestyle world champi-
on in 2013, battled injury and shoulder sur-
gery in late 2014 which left her underdone
last year when she claimed bronze behind
Bronte in the event at Kazan. World champion
Mitch Larkin has his eyes set on the 100m
backstroke world record at the Australian tri-
als. His best time of 52.11sec is just 0.17sec
short of US great Aaron Peirsol’s 2009 record
of 51.94sec.

Larkin is the reigning world champion
in the 100m and 200m backstroke and he
is looking to clinch his spot in both events
at Rio. —  AFP

Heat on Magnussen, Hackett 

at Australian Olympic trials

LONDON: Force India are waiting for
Formula One’s 2017 rules to be finalised
before taking the next step in their com-
plaint to the European Union about how
the sport is run and revenues distributed.

“We’re not looking at moving that
forward until the end of the month,
until we’ve seen all the changes that
come in and we know exactly where
things are,” deputy team principal Bob
Fernley told Reuters.

Force India, controlled by Indian mag-
nate Vijay Mallya, and Swiss rivals Sauber
filed a joint complaint last September
asking the EU competition authorities to
investigate the sport’s governance.

Both teams believe Formula One is in
breach of articles that prohibit cartels
and the abuse of dominant market
positions.  At stake is the amount of
money top teams like Ferrari receive
from the commercial rights holder as
well as their influence on decision mak-
ing, with the possibility that contracts
will have to be redrawn.

“We submitted our complaint. The
complaint has then gone to CVC (com-
mercial rights holders).  CVC have
responded back (to the EU), which we
have a copy of, and then we have to reply
again to that final part of it,” Fernley said.

“ Then they’ll look at it. I t ’s going
through the process.” The sport’s core
Strategy Group of governing body, six
top teams and commercial rights holder
agreed in February to postpone to April
30 the deadline for finalisation of the
2017 sporting and technical regulations.

QUESTIONABLE CARTEL
The rules can be decided by majority

vote, even though after March 1 any

changes for 2017 would normally have to
be agreed unanimously, because the
postponement was approved on those
terms.

Force India and Sauber argue that the
Strategy group amounts to a “question-
able cartel”. A briefing note issued after
the formal complaint to the EU spoke of
“unfair” side payments and “unlawful
practices”.

Top teams Mercedes, Ferrari, McLaren,
Williams and Red Bull receive special pay-
ments in recognition of past perform-
ance and sit permanently with the com-
mercial rights holder and governing FIA
on the Strategy Group.

The sixth team is decided by champi-
onship standings and is currently Force
India. The smaller teams say the system is
skewed in favour of the big ones, who
are guaranteed millions of dollars regard-
less of how they perform on the track
and also get to decide the rules.
Commercial supremo Bernie Ecclestone
last year dismissed talk of a cartel but is
now questioning the influence of domi-
nant champions Mercedes and Ferrari-
who between them supply eight of the
11 teams with engines.  

Current contracts with the teams and
governing FIA run to 2020 but Ecclestone
has indicated he would welcome the
chance to rip them up and start again.

Speaking to reporters at last week-
end’s Bahrain Grand Prix, Ecclestone sug-
gested the EU was “starting to get more
and more interested in the anti-competi-
tive way that we’ve got.  

“If the EU got really excited about it,
they could look at it (the existing con-
tracts) and say ‘You’ve got to tear that
up’,” he added. — Reuters

ADELAIDE: Not all world champions could
count on sympathy from a rival after suffering a
shoulder injury but it is not only sororal love that
has Cate Campbell consoling sister Bronte head-
ing into Australia’s Olympic swimming trials.

Bronte won both the 50 and 100 metres
freestyle sprints at the world championships in
Kazan last year, taking the longer title off Cate as
the elder of the Australian siblings recovered
from shoulder surgery.

The roles are reversed heading into the April
7-14 Australian championships in Adelaide, with

Cate fighting fit and Bronte suffering from a
mystery shoulder problem. “I am as close to 100
percent shape as I have been in years,” Cate told
reporters in Adelaide.

“I am on top of injuries. Bront and I appear to
have done a switch, I promise I don’t have a doll
under my bed and I’m not stabbing pins in it,”
the 23-year-old added with a laugh. “But I really
feel for her. She is going through a rough time. I
am there to console her. It is a horrible thing to
be injured ... but she is holding up like a trouper.
I expect nothing but the best from her.”

Bronte said she would not be having scans on
the injury until after the championships, which
double as the Olympic selection trials, but was
confident she could battle through to claim a
place at her second Games.

“Preparation hasn’t been ideal but then again
no preparation has been, and no sportsperson is
going to be free of injuries,” Bronte said. “It’s not
something that really worries me, I don’t think
I’ve ever had a prep where some small thing has-
n’t gone wrong.

“Cate just smiles and says ‘I know exactly
what you are going through’ because she went
through shoulder surgery and her neck prob-
lem,” she added. “She has had six or so cortisone
injections into her neck - she has definitely been
through it all.”

After winning bronze in the 50 freestyle as a
15-year-old at the Beijing Olympics, Cate has
developed into a stronger 100 sprinter but she
still holds the third best time of the year in the
world (24.32 seconds) in the one-length event.

Bronte is just behind her in the rankings
(24.37), as she is in the 100 this year, her 53.30
seconds third in the world behind Cate’s 52.85
and the 52.78 swam by Swede Sarah Sjostrom in
Stockholm last week.

Given the margin for catastrophic error in the
sprints, though, Cate said she would not be
thinking about making a statement to her rivals
with her times in Adelaide.

“I’m here to make it onto the Olympic team
and everything else is irrelevant,” she added. “It’s
absolutely cut-throat, trials is the most stressful
competition. At Olympics you have nothing to
lose, at the Olympic trials you have everything to
lose, you have the next four years of your life to
lose.”  — Reuters

Force India still waiting on 

2017 rules in EU complaint Role reversal for Campbells as

Bronte struggles with injury

TOKYO: Japan’s Kosuke Hagino (front L) celebrates his victory following the men’s 200-metre
freestyle final meet at the Japan national swimming championships in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP
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LONDON: Britain’s Olympic champion
Anthony Joshua is on the cusp of what he
calls “the ultimate double” this weekend
and fancies it could help him capture the
boxing world’s imagination like no heavy-
weight since Mike Tyson in his heyday.

Nothing ignites the hype as feverishly
as the emergence of a big man with a big
punch and the unbeaten 26-year-old
super-heavyweight 2012 gold medallist-
chiselled, 6ft 6in and with dynamite in his
fists-fits the bill perfectly.

On Saturday, he fights America’s IBF
champion Charles Martin at London’s O2
Arena and can become the first boxer to
hold a version of the professional world
heavyweight title while being reigning
champion in the Olympics’ heaviest weight
division. “Hmm, Olympic champion and
world pro champion at the same time. It’s
the ultimate double really. That would be
really cool if I could,” Joshua told Reuters in
an interview.

Only exceptional fighters win global
professional titles while still reigning

Olympic gold medallists including
Muhammad Ali, who beat Sonny Liston for
the world title in 1964 while holding the
1960 Olympic light-heavyweight crown.

Boxing greats such as Sugar Ray
Leonard, Oscar de la Hoya and Floyd
Patterson have also achieved the feat. As
gold medallists at heavyweight or super-
heavyweight, Joe Frazier, George Foreman,
Lennox Lewis, Wladimir Klitschko and
Alexander Povetkin all went on to win
world heavyweight belts but not in the
same Olympic cycle or at Joshua’s destruc-
tive pace.He has won all 15 of his paid
fights inside the distance- just 32 rounds in
all in his 30-month career-leaving even
Klitschko marvelling at “his amazing
potential, like no other boxer I’ve seen.”

OLYMPIC HERO
His speed and power of punch, allied to

the good looks and laid-back personality
that conceal a “mean streak”-”It’s a blood
sport business, You want to go in and take
someone’s head off,” he says with chilling

sweetness —  have seen him build quickly
on his reputation as one of the London
Olympic heroes.

Tickets for Saturday’s fight, which will
be screened pay-per-view on Sky Sports TV
in Britain, sold out in 90 seconds.

Yet Joshua so far seems immune to the
clamour. “I think towards the end of my
career, I’m the man. But right now I’ve still
got that underdog mentality to keep on
proving myself time and again. I’m not
going to believe the hype,” he said.

His opponents do not believe it either.
Fellow Briton Tyson Fury, who ended
Ukrainian Klitschko’s decade-long reign as
world champion last year, sniffs that
Joshua is a “talentless bodybuilder who
has no footwork, no jab and can’t box...
that means he’s useless.”

Even Saturday’s opponent Martin, also
unbeaten in 24 contests but with one draw
on his card, dismisses Joshua as too
“green”, a novice ripe for the taking.

To which Joshua just smiles disarmingly
and says: “They’re all just waiting for me to

fail. Listen, they’ll be waiting a long time.”

DOMESTIC BLOCKBUSTER
He reckons he is not bothered about

fighting in Las Vegas because “the heavy-
weight scene is now in the UK” with a
potential domestic blockbuster in the
pipeline between Fury, painted as the con-
troversial, pantomime villain, and Joshua
himself, Mister Nice Guy.

“Promoters would love that fight and so
would I,” said Joshua, adding with a laugh:
“But Fury should just be himself and not try
and be this character. Boxing’s a sport that
gives you licence to act like an idiot, I think!”
Joshua has breezed along at just the right
time in an intriguing period of revival for
the heavyweight division after the stagnant
years of mediocrity underpinned by
Klitschko’s mechanical stranglehold.

As ever in boxing’s fragmented alpha-
bet jungle, there are three world heavy-
weight title holders-Fury (WBO and WBA),
Martin (IBF) and another American
Deontay Wilder (WBC).

Yet could Joshua be the division’s
poster boy who, as in all the best boxing
Cinderella stories, unifies the division, hav-
ing overcome a rocky road to get the
chance as Tyson did in the 80s?

The son of Nigerian parents from
Watford, a commuter town north of
London, Joshua, drawn to the streets, near-
ly squandered his Olympic dream when in
2011 he pleaded guilty to a cannabis pos-
session charge. He was suspended from the
sport until British boxing offered him a sec-
ond chance to knuckle down. “I just think
to myself now I’ve got to make the most of
this opportunity because things could have
been a lot different,” he said wistfully.

“It’s a long road we are about to go
down. We’re only at the beginning. I’ve got
to keep that laid-back attitude because
until I’ve unified the title I’ll never go down
as one of the greats. To become a legend,
you have to be elite, you have to be one in
a million.” Is he that one in a million?
Joshua just laughs. “I’ll tell you in five
years!” — Reuters

Exciting Joshua aims to live up to heavyweight hype

CLEVELAND: Catcher Yan Gomes #10 of the Cleveland Indians watches as David Ortiz #34 of the Boston Red Sox hits a two-run home run during
the ninth inning of the opening day game at Progressive Field on Tuesday in Cleveland, Ohio. — AFP

CLEVELAND: David Price struck out 10 in six
innings, and Mookie Betts and David Ortiz each
belted two-run homers to lead Boston over
Cleveland in an Opening Day game. Price
allowed two runs, while Cleveland’s Corey Kluber
gave up four runs in five-plus innings.

WHITE SOX 5, ATHLETICS 4
Shortstop Jimmy Rollins hit a go-ahead solo

home run with two outs in the top of the ninth
inning, and the Chicago White Sox held on for a
5-4 victory against the Oakland A’s at the
Oakland Coliseum on Tuesday night. Rollins
lined left-hander Sean Doolittle’s 2-2 pitch over
the left-center field wall for his first home run
with the White Sox.

CUBS 6, ANGELS 1
Jon Lester followed teammate Jake Arrieta’s

brilliant performance one night earlier with one
of his own, pitching seven strong innings to lead
the Chicago Cubs to a 6-1 win over the Los
Angeles Angels on Tuesday night at Angel
Stadium. Arrieta blanked the Angels on two hits
through seven innings on Monday, and Lester
responded with seven innings himself, holding
the Angels to one run on four hits. Lester struck
out four and did not walk a batter.

DODGERS 3, PADRES 0
Scott Kazmir allowed an infield single over six

innings as the Los Angeles Dodgers blanked the
San Diego Padres 3-0 Tuesday night. Through
two games in the season-opening series, the
Padres have yet to score a run. The Dodgers
pitching staff has yield just six hits. Kazmir, in his
first game as a National Leaguer, delivered an
encore to Clayton Kershaw’s stellar performance
in a 15-0 win Monday. The 12-year veteran and
three-time American League All-Star kept the
Padres off balance in notching his first win in
three career starts against San Diego.

DIAMONDBACKS 11, ROCKIES 6
Paul Goldschmidt and Jean Segura tripled

and homered and Goldschmidt finished a six-
run seventh inning with a two-out, three-run
triple in the Arizona Diamondbacks’ 11-6 victory
over the Colorado Rockies at Chase Field on
Tuesday. Goldschmidt had four RBIs and Segura
had three as the D-backs (1-1) overcame a four-
run deficit by scoring the final nine runs, with
Segura’s two-run triple capping a three-run sixth
inning.

ASTROS 5, YANKEES 3
Jose Altuve scored the tiebreaking run on a

throwing error by Dellin Betances with one out
in the eighth inning, and Dallas Keuchel pitched
seven solid innings as the Houston Astros
opened the season with a 5-3 victory over the
New York Yankees on Tuesday. Carlos Correa
drove in the first two runs for the Astros with an
RBI forceout in the fourth and a home run off
Masahiro Tanaka in the sixth. Luis Valbuena

added insurance with a two-run single off
Betances (0-1) as the Astros won their fourth
consecutive season opener.

METS 2, ROYALS 0
Noah Syndergaard struck out nine, walked

one and yielded three hits in six innings as New
York topped Kansas City. Neil Walker hit a two-
run homer in the fourth inning for the only runs
that Syndergaard and the Mets’ bullpen needed.
Jim Henderson and Addison Reed each worked
a flawless inning after Syndergaard departed.
Jeurys Familia, who blew three saves in the
World Series, threw a 1-2-3 ninth for the save.

RAYS 3, BLUE JAYS 2
Logan Forsythe hit a go-ahead, two-run

homer in the eighth inning, and Tampa Bay
edged Toronto thanks to a rare walk-off reversal.
With the bases loaded in the ninth, Forsythe,
Tampa Bay’s second baseman, threw wide of first
while attempting a game-ending double play.
The errant throw at first allowed two runs to
score, giving Toronto a 4-3 lead. Jose Bautista’s
slide into second pushed Forsythe and forced
the throw wide. The reversal after a video review
took two runs off the scoreboard and gave the
Rays a win.

PIRATES 6, CARDINALS 5 (11 INNINGS)
Jordy Mercer singled in Gregory Polanco,

who signed a five-year, $35 million contract
extension earlier in the day, with the winning
run in the bottom of the 11th inning as
Pittsburgh beat St. Louis. Polanco started the

winning rally by drawing a one-out walk off Seth
Maness (0-1). He moved to second on Josh
Harrison’s infield single and scored on Mercer’s
single to right field, the shortstop’s fourth career
walk-off hit.

GIANTS 2, BREWERS 1
Johnny Cueto shined in Giants debut, as toss-

ing seven strong innings Tuesday to lead San
Francisco past Milwaukee. Cueto limited the
Brewers to one run on six hits over seven
innings. Sergio Romo worked a perfect eighth
inning, and Santiago Casilla pitched a scoreless
ninth to earn his first save of the season.
Brandon Crawford hit a third-inning homer for
the Giants, and Matt Duffy’s fourth-inning
groundout drove in what proved to be the win-
ning run.

TIGERS 8, MARLINS 7 (11 INNINGS)
Ian Kinsler blasted a three-run homer and

had the game-winning single in the top of the
11th inning to lead Detroit over Miami. Kinsler
went 3-for-6 with four RBIs and two runs scored.
Detroit’s Justin Verlander got a tough-luck no-
decision, allowing three hits, two walks and
three runs in six innings. He struck out five.

MARINERS 10, RANGERS 2
Seattle hit three home runs in the eighth

inning to blow past Texas. Robinson Cano, Seth
Smith and Luis Sardinas each went deep for the
Mariners. Seven of Seattle’s 11 hits went for extra
bases. Smith, Nori Aoki and Nelson Cruz each
had two hits for Seattle. —  Reuters

Price wins debut, Ortiz 

homers for Red Sox

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB     
Baltimore 1 0 1.000 -
Boston 1 0 1.000 -      
Toronto 2 1 .667 -      
Tampa Bay 1 2 .333 1      
NY Yankees 0 1 0 1      

Central Division
Chicago W Sox 2 0 1.000 -      
Detroit 1 0 1.000 0.5  
Kansas City 1 1 .500 1      
Cleveland 0 1 0 1.5  
Minnesota 0 1 0 1.5  

Western Division
Houston 1 0 1.000 -      
Seattle 1 1 .500 0.5  
Texas 1 1 .500 0.5  
LA Angels 0 2 0 1.5  
Oakland 0 2 0 1.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 1 0 1.000 -      
NY Mets 1 1 .500 0.5  
Atlanta 0 1 0 1      
Miami 0 1 0 1      
Philadelphia 0 1 0 1      

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 2 0 1.000 -      
Pittsburgh 2 0 1.000 -      
Cincinnati 1 0 1.000 0.5  
Milwaukee 0 2 0 2      
St. Louis 0 2 0 2      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 2 0 1.000 -      
San Francisco 2 0 1.000 -      
Arizona 1 1 .500 1      
Colorado 1 1 .500 1      
San Diego 0 2 0 2      

MLB results/standings

Houston 5, NY Yankees 3; Boston 6, Cleveland 2; NY Mets 2, Kansas City 0; Pittsburgh 6, St.
Louis 5 (11 innings); Detroit 8, Miami 7 (11 Innings); Tampa Bay 3, Toronto 2; Seattle 10, Texas
2; San Francisco 2, Milwaukee 1; Arizona 11, Colorado 6; Chicago Cubs 6, La Angels 1; LA
Dodgers 3, San Diego 0.

MOSCOW: The International Biathlon
Union will delay rulings on doping cases
involving meldonium because it says there
is no scientific consensus on how long it
takes to leave the body, a decision which
could set a precedent for dozens of cases
worldwide.

There have been at least 123 doping
cases involving meldonium since it became

illegal on Jan. 1, most notably Maria
Sharapova. Many of those accused claim
the heart drug remained in their systems
even though they stopped using it last
year, when the World Anti-Doping Agency
said it would be banned.

Cases against two Ukrainian biathletes
who tested positive for meldonium are on
hold after a “pilot study” from an expert
appointed by the IBU disciplinary panel
“contradicted the present state of literature
on meldonium,” the IBU said.

“The proceedings are suspended until
the results of the scientific studies already
initiated by WADA-accredited laboratories
on the long-term pharmacokinetics of mel-
donium (mildronate) on healthy humans
are available.”

No time frame for the studies was given
and the two Ukrainians, Olga Abramova
and Artem Tyshchenko, remain provisional-
ly suspended from competition. If other
sporting bodies follow the IBU’s lead,
dozens of doping cases could be delayed
until WADA studies are complete, with ath-
letes suspended in the meantime.

WADA has not announced any new
studies since meldonium was banned and
did not immediately respond to a request
for comment on the IBU statement.

Meldonium tablets bought by The
Associated Press over the counter in
Moscow come with documentation stating
only that the half-life of the substance in
the body is three to six hours, but the
Latvian company which produces the drug
told the AP last month that “elimination
from the body may last for several months
and depends on a variety of factors.”

The World Anti-Doping Code’s principle
of strict liability means athletes can still be
punished if they stopped using a banned
substance before it was illegal. However,
confusion over how long it remains in the
body could be considered a potential miti-
gating factor. — AP

IBU to delay rulings on 

meldonium doping cases

STOCKHOLM: In this Tuesday, July 26, 2005
file photo Russian Tatyana Andrianova
crosses the finish line to win the DN Galan
800m event in Stockholm.  Numerous dop-
ing cases in track and field may go unpun-
ished because the sport’s governing body
tested samples after their time limit had
expired. One athlete who could benefit
from the decision is Russian runner
Tatyana Andrianova. — AP

Markus Rehm

BERLIN: Amputee long jumper Markus Rehm
is running out of time to make the Rio de
Janeiro Olympics in August as the world ath-
letics body has not yet set the criteria for rul-
ing if he can compete with his prosthetic leg.

Nicknamed “Blade Jumper”, the 2012
Paralympics gold medalist and 2014 German
long jump champion hopes to become the
second athlete with a carbon fibre running
blade to compete in the Olympics after South
Africa’s Oscar Pistorius in 2012.

But a new rule by the International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF)
requires amputee competitors to prove their
prosthesis gives them no added advantage
over other athletes.

Competition Rule 144.3(d) bans ‘the use of
any mechanical aid, unless the athlete can
establish on the balance of probabilities that
the use of such an aid would not provide him
with an overall competitive advantage over
an athlete not using such aid.’

In order to present his case to the IAAF,
Rehm, who beat able-bodied athletes with a
jump of 8.10 metres at the Glasgow Indoor
Grand Prix in February, has asked for the crite-
ria for this regulation but still not received a
reply. “The IAAF is reviewing the testing that
was conducted by our German Member
Federation DLV on Markus Rehm last year,” an
IAAF spokesperson told Reuters.

“Upon review of those test results, the

IAAF will consider what criteria is required to
be met ... in this particular case,” the official
said without providing a specific date.

Rehm, who could not be reached immedi-
ately for a comment, has already complained
that the case was dragging on, putting his
chances of Olympic participation at risk.

But as things stand now, the 27-year-old,
who lost his lower right leg in a boating acci-
dent as a teenager, will not be picked for
Germany.

“As to the current position regarding the
Olympic Games in Rio, the IAAF has again
rechecked with our Member Federation DLV
and with respect to their actual legal situation
Mr Markus Rehm will not be nominated by
the German DOSB to compete,” the IAAF offi-
cial said, referring to the German Olympic
Committee.

“That is a very specific answer from the
people selecting Rehm for the Games, which
is the German DOSB, and is nothing to do
with the IAAF.”

Rehm recently threatened legal action as a
last resort if the IAAF was seen as stalling.

“(Legal action) would be the last resort,” he
told reporters last month. “But if I feel I am
treated with a lack of respect and not being
taken seriously, then I would use that option.”

The Rio Olympics begin on Aug. 5, with
the long jump qualifying and final competi-
tions set for Aug. 12-13. — Reuters

‘Blade Jumper’ Rehm 

running out of time 
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AUGUSTA: Augusta National Golf Club chair-
man Billy Payne, organizing group leader of
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, said yesterday
that national pride will push Brazil to meet
the challenges to August’s Games.

On the eve of the 80th Masters tourna-
ment over the famed course, Payne said the
Rio de Janeiro Olympics, the first since 1904
to feature golf, is like many to be beset with
problems less than four months before the
start. The Zika virus, water pollution, political
turmoil and protests over spending so much
on an Olympics with some areas in poverty
have become issues in Brazil, along with the
readiness of some venues and weak ticket
sales due to potential visitor worries.

“There are a multitude of concerns as you
approach the Games about the state of pre-

paredness,” Payne said. “All of the issues sur-
face almost every time, but somehow coun-
tries, when their national pride is at stake,
have a way of rising to the occasion, and I sus-
pect that’s what we will see in Brazil this sum-
mer.” Payne, the driving force behind Atlanta
winning and staging the Centennial
Olympics, was elected Augusta National
chairman 10 years ago. He sees golf getting a
major boost from its Olympic return.

“It is the world’s largest platform to show-
case sports and the best,” Payne said. “I think
we will see almost immediately with golf’s
inclusion in the Olympics, multiple countries
starting using resources and capital into the
development of their own golf programs,
because these countries want to win medals.
So I think it will be a very positive long-term

effect.” It won’t hurt that the men’s gold
medal winner will receive entry into the next
year’s major championships and the women’s
champion will gain a place in the five subse-
quent women’s golf majors. “We were proud
to do it,” Payne said of the extra Masters berth.
“We think it is appropriate.”

Payne says that boost to the sport could
produce its greatest impact in Asia, which
thus far has produced only one men’s golf
major winner, South Korean Yang Yong-Eun
at the 2009 PGA Championship.

“When you look at the potential for golf to
develop, the greatest opportunity for kids to
become involved in the game and the game
itself to grow as a consequence, there’s no
better region in the world than throughout
Asia,” Payne said. Payne said the club has not

pondered the impact if in future Olympic
years the PGA Championship, typically played
in August at the same time as the Olympics
are often scheduled, made a move to earlier
in the year, supplanting the Masters as a
year’s first major tournament.

“Haven’t thought about that,” Payne
said. “It won’t affect our ticket sales, I can
promise you.” The club is considering reno-
vations on some holes to allow for technol-
ogy-enhanced driving distance improve-
ments, including buying land to lengthen
the 13th hole, the par-5 finishing hole of
the famed difficult three-hole stretch
known as Amen Corner.

“We have made no decision whatsoever,”
Payne said. “Plans are underway to be consid-
ered and that is one of many holes that we

now have under consideration.
“We think there are multiple options

where we could increase the difficulty of the
hole and restore the shot values, only one of
which deals with extending the length.”

Creating a special ball used only at the
Masters to limit distance, an idea pushed by
18-time major winner Jack Nicklaus, is “not
something we would want to do,” Payne said.

But the club will tear down a media build-
ing to create a larger spectator entry area to
the course after an evacuation for bad weath-
er years ago produced a safety issue.

“We had some issues about the safety
of our patrons in the corridor,” Payne said.
“The corridor will be widened to allow for
the safe traverse of our fans to and from
the course.” — AFP

Brazil will meet challenges, says ’96 Games boss Payne

WASHINGTON: Thomas Hickey scored with 2:47
left in overtime, Christopher Gibson made 29 saves
in his first NHL start and the New York Islanders
clinched a playoff berth with a 4-3 win over the
Washington Capitals on Tuesday night. New York
rallied from a 3-1 deficit in the third period to force
overtime. Alex Ovechkin scored twice for
Washington, which has lost three of its last four
games, and T.J. Oshie added a goal and two assists.

JETS 2, DUCKS 1 (OT) 
Blake Wheeler scored his 24th goal in over-

time as the Winnipeg Jets rallied for a 2-1 win
over the Anaheim Ducks on Tuesday night in
front of 16,743 at the Honda Center.  Marko
Dano added his fifth goal and goalie Michael
Hutchinson stopped 27 shots for the Jets (33-39-
8), who earned their second consecutive victory.

PENGUINS 5, SENATORS 3
Two third-period goals by Carl Hagelin

helped Pittsburgh erase an early 3-0 deficit en
route to a victory over Ottawa at Canadian Tire
Centre. Sidney Crosby also scored twice for the
Penguins, the second into an empty net with 6.3
seconds left, and Patric Hornqvist had the other.
Erik Karlsson, Mike Hoffman and Zack Smith had
the Senators goals.

RANGERS 3, LIGHTNING 2
Derek Stepan scored twice and Henrik

Lundqvist stopped 39 shots as New York over-
came a horrendous start to defeat Tampa Bay at
Madison Square Garden. Chris Kreider scored on
a breakaway 4:46 into the third period for the
Rangers’ winner. Andrej Sustr and Brian Boyle
scored for the Lightning, who received 25 saves
from Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

PANTHERS 4, CANADIENS 1
Jaromir Jagr picked up a pair of assists to help

Florida to a win against Montreal at the Bell
Centre.  Roberto Luongo made 32 saves for the
Panthers while Mike Condon stopped 15 shots
for the Canadiens.  Aleksander Barkov, Nick
Bjugstad, Greg McKegg and Jiri Hudler scored
for the Panthers, and Alex Galchenyuk scored
the only goal for Montreal.

HURRICANES 2, BRUINS 1 (SO)
Noah Hanifin beat Tuukka Rask with the only

goal of a five-round shootout to give Carolina a
win over Boston, which is in danger of missing
the playoffs. With the point, the Bruins pulled
into a tie with the idle Detroit Red Wings for
third place in the Atlantic Division, but the Red
Wings, who visit Boston on Thursday night, have
a game in hand.

SHARKS 3, WILD 0
Two goals by Patrick Marleau and another by

Logan Couture, along with a strong start in the
net by James Reimer, sparked a San Jose win
over Minnesota. Reimer had 29 saves for the
Sharks to earn his third shutout in the eight
starts he made since joining San Jose from
Toronto in a late February trade. It was the
fourth win in five games for the Sharks.

PREDATORS 4, AVALANCHE 3
Nashville snapped a four-game losing streak

while officially eliminating Colorado from con-
tention for a Western Conference playoff spot.
Filip Forsberg, Colin Wilson, Craig Smith and
Mike Fisher scored for the Predators.

BLACKHAWKS 6, COYOTES 2
Jonathan Toews had a goal and two assists

and rookie Artemi Panarin continued his torrid

points pace with three assists as Chicago beat
Arizona at the United Center.  Patrick Kane,
Andrew Ladd, Trevor Van Riemsdyk, Andrew
Desjardins and Richard Panik scored for the
Blackhawks.

SABRES 3, DEVILS 1
Chad Johnson made 18 saves to lead Buffalo

over New Jersey at the Prudential Center in
Newark, N.J.  Ryan O’Reilly, Johan Larsson and
Jack Eichel scored for the Sabres, who have won
three straight, and have two games remaining

this season. Cory Schneider made 15 saves and
Jacob Josefson scored the Devils’ lone goal.

KINGS 5, FLAMES 4 (OT)
Jeff Carter scored on a breakaway 40 seconds

into overtime to lift Los Angeles over Calgary,
snapping a five-game road losing streak. Milan
Lucic scored twice and Andy Andreoff and Kris
Versteeg added a goals for the Kings. Deryk
Engelland, Mickael Backlund, Hunter Shinkaruk
and Mark Giordano also had goals for the
Flames. —  Reuters

AUGUSTA: The stage was set at Augusta
National yesterday for the 80th Masters
with the field wide open and anyone out of
a dozen or more players in the hunt with
realistic chances of winning.

The new generation of Jason Day (age
28), Rory McIlroy (26) and defending cham-
pion Jordan Spieth (22) lead the way. But
they have a menacing trio of older, former
winners-Adam Scott (35), Bubba Watson
(37) and Phil Mickelson (45) — eager for
second, third or fourth helpings and an
array of international talent out to grab the
spotlight.

The fabled Georgia layout, which has
witnessed some of the mightiest battles in
golfing history since it first staged the
Masters at Bobby Jones’ behest in 1934, is
unchanged from last year, when Spieth
won with a record-matching 18-under-par
total. With good weather in the forecast, all
the signs are that low-scoring will again be
the order of the day, which will further
boost the hopes of the new “Big Three”-all
top-class shotmakers.

Day, who will start Thursday as a narrow
7/1 oddsmakers favorite ahead of Spieth
and McIlroy, said he is hoping for a mass
shootout come Sunday’s back nine. “The
competition is very stiff. It’s really tough
with how everyone is playing,” he said.

“Jordan and Rory are young guys, so
we’re all kind of motivating each other and
Rickie (Fowler), as well, all motivating each
other to try and play better each and every
week and each and every year. “If one of us
plays well, then usually there’s two-out-of-
three or three-out-of-three guys that are
going to step up practicing and play harder,
because it’s inspiring and motivating to
watch the other guy win because you know
that you can do it. And why can’t it be you?”

FOES MOTIVATE MCILROY
McIlroy-seeking to become only the

sixth player to win all four majors after

Tiger Woods, Jack Nicklaus, Gary Player,
Ben Hogan and Gene Sarazen-sees it like-
wise. He was ranked first in the world a year
ago, but has since seen his crown taken,
first by Spieth, who won last year’s Masters
and US Open, and then by Day, who won
the 2015 PGA Championship.

“I’d be lying if I said those guys having
success doesn’t motivate me. Of course it
does,” he said. For his part, Spieth is having
a quiet season after the fireworks of last
year, when he came agonizingly close to
becoming just the second man to win the
first three majors of the year after Hogan.

In any other year, he would likely have
been the favorite, but he has no problem
with that not being the case.

“For me, isn’t Jason the favorite, in my
mind? So nice. He can be the favorite. I’ll go
ahead and we’ll just do our thing,” the
Texan said. Doing his thing was what made
Spieth the second-youngest Masters win-
ner last year, but both Day and McIlroy
have previously stumbled with the winning
post in sight at Augusta National.

And that certainly opens the door to an
armada of major winners and big hitters
like 2013 US Open champion and runner-
up last year, Justin Rose. “Look at Bubba
Watson. He’s not in the group you’re talking
about (Day, Spieth and McIlroy) and yet
he’s two-time champion and difficult to
beat around here,” Rose said.

“So Dustin Johnson, Adam Scott, myself,
there are a ton of players that they’re going
to be certainly not overlooking, Henrik
Stenson. There’s a bunch.  I think it’s very,
very strong right now.”

One thing for sure, though, is that the
Tiger Woods era, which started with his
watershed 12-stroke victory in 1997, is over.
The four-time former winner will miss the
Masters for the second time in three years
after back surgery. Many believe he will
never again be a realistic contender at
Augusta National. — AFP

AUGUSTA: Here’s a quick quiz question.
Without doing an Internet search, who fin-
ished second at the 2015 Masters?

While Jordan Spieth was making history
by matching the Masters record score on
his way to a four-stroke victory for his
maiden major, Justin Rose quietly picked
up second-place crumbs with Phil
Mickelson. If you call $880,000 crumbs.

Rose has returned to Augusta National
in solid though unspectacular form, but
said you can throw out the form book. He
has not come to finish second again.

“I feel all of my backroom work has been
fantastic and my preparation has been
coming along nicely,” the 35-year-old
Englishman told reporters on Tuesday.

Rose loves Augusta, but he has not quite
conquered it despite making the cut in all 10
of his appearances. “You begin to develop

that relationship with the course, the venue,
the feel, the tournament, and it’s some-
where I feel very, very comfortable,” he said.

“I’ve had a lot of good rounds here. Last
year I was able to put four together in a
row. I take a lot of confidence from that.

“If you get beaten by a better guy on the
week, you tip your cap but I know what I
was able to do last year tells me I’ve got
what it takes to win the tournament.”

Even without a green jacket, the 2013 US
Open champion at least has one major title
under his belt, which he believes eases the
pressure because it spares him from a cer-
tain line of questioning. “It is very difficult to
face questions all the time about being the
best player not to win a major,” Rose said.
“There’s enough pressure trying to win these
without trying to justify your great play and
your billing in the game.” — Reuters

AUGUSTA: Justin Rose of England walks on the tenth hole during a practice round
prior to the start of the 2016 Masters Tournament at Augusta National Golf Club yes-
terday in Augusta, Georgia. — AFP

Islanders clinch playoff spot 
by beating Capitals in OT

Western Conference
Central Division

W L  OTL  GF  GA  PTS  
Dallas 48 23 9   260 226 105  
St. Louis 48 23 9   221 195 105  
Chicago 47 26 7 230 202 101  
Nashville 40 26 14  223 210 94   
Minnesota 38 32 11 215 204 87   
Colorado 39 37 4   211 231 82   
Winnipeg 33 39 8   206 232 74   

Pacific Division
Anaheim 44 24 11 210 187 99   
Los Angeles 47 28 5 220 190 99   
San Jose 45 29 6 236 205 96   
Arizona 35 38 7   207 241 77   
Vancouver 30 36 13 182 227 73   
Calgary 33 40 7 222 256 73   
Edmonton 30 43 7 194 239 67   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Florida 46 25 9 233 198 101  

Tampa Bay 45 30 5   221 194 95   
Detroit 40 28 11 204 216 91   
Boston 41 30 9 234 222 91   
Ottawa 36 35 9   227 245 81   
Buffalo 34 35 11 196 215 79   
Montreal 36 38 6 212 232 78   
Toronto 28 40 11 192 233 67   

Metropolitan Division
Washington 55 17 7 244 186 117  
Pittsburgh 47 25 8 240 197 102  
NY Rangers 45 26 9 232 211 99   
NY Islanders 44 26 9   223 206 97   
Philadelphia 39 26 13 203 208 91   
Carolina 35 29 16 194 217 86   
New Jersey 37 35 8 177 203 82   
Columbus 31 40 8 205 246 70   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one
point in the standings and are not included in
the loss column (L).

NHL results/standings

NY Islanders 4, Washington 3 (OT); Carolina 2, Boston 1 (SO); Buffalo 3, New Jersey 1; NY Rangers
3, Tampa Bay 2; Florida 4, Montreal 1; Pittsburgh 5, Ottawa 3; Nashville 4, Colorado 3; San Jose 3,
Minnesota 0; Chicago 6, Arizona 2; Los Angeles 5, Calgary 4 (OT); Winnipeg 2, Anaheim 1 (OT).

ANAHEIM: Anaheim Ducks goalie John Gibson makes a save during the third period of an
NHL hockey game against the Winnipeg Jets in Anaheim, Calif., Tuesday. The Jets won 2-1 in
overtime. — AP 

AUGUSTA: Jason Day of Australia putts as his wife Ellie, son Dash and Cameron Smith of Australia look on during the Par 3 Contest prior to the
start of the 2016 Masters Tournament at Augusta National Golf Club yesterday in Augusta, Georgia. — AFP

Top-ranked Day favored 
as Masters reaches 80

Rose reckons he has the 
right stuff to win Masters
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SYDNEY: Russian-born Daria Gavrilova will
make her Fed Cup debut for Australia against
the United States in Brisbane next week after
being named in the squad for the world
group playoff yesterday.

The rising 22-year-old talent, who reached
the fourth round of the Australian Open in
January, has already represented her adopted
country after teaming up with Nick Kyrgios to
win the Hopman Cup at the start of the year.

Despite having received her Australian
passport in December, Gavrilova was only
cleared to play Fed Cup by the International
Tennis Federation (ITF) last month.

Former US Open champion Sam Stosur,

Casey Dellacqua and Arina Rodionova round
out the Australia team for the tie against the
17-times champions, which will be played on
clay at the Pat Rafter Arena from April 16-17.

“We’re thrilled for Dasha to make her Fed
Cup debut for Australia on home soil next
weekend and we know she’ll bring great
energy and a fighting spirit to the team,” team
captain Alicia Molik said in a Tennis Australia
statement.

“Sam is our most experienced Fed Cup
player and will really enjoy the opportunity to
play in front of her home crowd at Pat Rafter
Arena, and Casey and Arina add great depth
to the squad.

“The USA has been dominant in Fed Cup
competition for many decades and we know
it will be a tough assignment next weekend,
but we’re ready for the challenge and really
looking forward to the tie.”

Meanwhile, Australian Open champion
Angelique Kerber was pushed to a third-set
tiebreaker by 80th-ranked Spaniard Lara
Arruabarrena before winning 6-2 5-7 7-6(3)
and advancing to the third round of the Volvo
Car Open clay court event in South Carolina.

Defending champion Kerber lost the first
point of the decider before running off the
next four to seize control as the German
claimed the tie-break 7-3 to end a two hour,

38 minute marathon in Charleston.
“First of all, the first rounds are always

tough and Lara played an unbelievable
match,” Kerber said. “After the first set, she was
fighting. She is a great player and a great clay
court player.”

The match-up did not look likely to pro-
duce such drama as the Spaniard had taken
only five games in two previous meetings
with top-seeded Kerber, including a 6-3 6-0
loss in the round of 16 here last year.

But after the opening set, the ground-
stroke battle at the Family Circle Tennis Center
was fiercely fought. In a see-saw third set,
world number two Kerber twice went up a

break but each time Arruabarrena broke right
back, the first time after the Spaniard lost
serve in a game that went to 10 deuces before
Kerber ended it on her fourth break point.

In another three-set cliffhanger, Mirjana
Lucic-Baroni of Croatia saved four match
points before ousting 11th seed Kristina
Mladenovic of France 4-6 6-4 7-6, prevail-
ing 13-11 in the tie-break to reach the third
round. In first-round matches, 10th seed
Sam Stosur of Australiawas a 6-4 6-4 win-
ner against qualifier Aleksandra Krunic of
Serbia, and Canadian Eugenie Bouchard
beat Alexandra Dulgheru of Romania 6-3
6-4. — Reuters

Gavrilova to make Australia Fed Cup debut against US

MILWAUKEE: Cleveland Cavaliers guard J.R. Smith, right, passes the ball against the Milwaukee Bucks during the second half of an NBA basket-
ball game Tuesday, in Milwaukee. — AP

MILWAUKEE: JR Smith scored 21 points and
LeBron James and Kevin Love added 17 each as
Cleveland cruised to a 109-80 victory over
Milwaukee at the Bradley Center, extending its
winning streak to four games. Giannis
Antetokounmpo flirted with his franchise-record
sixth triple-double of the season, finishing with a
team-high 22 points, 14 rebounds and eight
assists, but the Bucks never had anything close
to resembling a chance against the Cavaliers,
who shot 54.7 percent from the floor and made
18 of 36 3-point attempts.

TIMBERWOLVES 124, WARRIORS 117 (OT)
The Minnesota Timberwolves stalled the

Golden State Warriors’ pursuit of history Tuesday
night, riding a fourth-quarter comeback and
Andrew Wiggins’ nine points in overtime to a
shocking, 124-117 victory. Minnesota, which
trailed by 15 points in the first quarter and 17
with just 18 minutes to go, held Golden State
without a field goal for the final 2:23 of regula-
tion, then scored the first four points of the over-
time session to propel itself to the unlikely win.

TRAIL BLAZERS 115, KINGS 107
CJ McCollum scored 30 points, backcourt

mate Damian Lillard added 22, and the Portland
Trail Blazers continued their drive toward a
Western Conference playoff spot with a 115-107
victory over the Sacramento Kings at Sleep Train
Arena on Tuesday. McCollum made 11 of 20
shots and knocked down five 3-pointers, includ-
ing one from the left wing arc that capped a 7-0
run late in the fourth quarter and allowed
Portland to put the Kings away. That 3-pointer
followed three consecutive offensive rebounds
by the Blazers and put Portland ahead 106-96
with 2:55 left.

CLIPPERS 103, LAKERS 81
Chris Paul scored 25 points and handed out

eight assists in three quarters, and the Los
Angeles Clippers beat the Los Angeles Lakers for
the 10th consecutive time in a 103-81 rout
Tuesday night at Staples Center. Paul converted
10 of 14 shots from the floor as the Clippers (49-
28) captured their sixth win in seven games.
Clippers forward Jeff Green delivered 21 points
off the bench. None of the team’s starters played
in the fourth quarter, and all 13 Clippers scored.

GRIZZLIES 108, BULLS 92
Power forward Zach Randolph scored 27

points and grabbed 10 rebounds as the
Memphis Grizzlies snapped their six-game los-
ing streak with a 108-92 victory over the Chicago
Bulls on Tuesday night at FedExForum.

The Bulls saw their dwindling playoff chances
grow smaller.  They entered Tuesday two games

behind Detroit and Indiana for the last playoff
spot in the Eastern Conference and have just
four games left to play.

THUNDER 124, NUGGETS 102
Russell Westbrook had 13 points, 12 assists

and 14 rebounds for his 17th triple-double of
the season, and Oklahoma City routed Denver.
Westbrook recorded his eighth triple-double
since the beginning of March and the 35th of his
career. He is the first player to have 17 triple-
doubles in a season since Magic Johnson did it
for the Los Angeles Lakers in 1988-89.

SPURS 88, JAZZ 86
Kawhi Leonard hit a late game-winning shot

and San Antonio held off Utah.
Leonard scored 18 points, but none were

more clutch than the mid-range jumper he sank
to beat the shot clock with four seconds remain-
ing. Tim Duncan only had three points, but he
registered his 1,000th career NBA victory. 

RAPTORS 96, HORNETS 90
DeMar DeRozan had 26 points,  seven

rebounds and six assists and the Toronto
Raptors held on to defeat the Charlotte Hornets
96-90 on Tuesday night. It was the 30th win at
home for the Raptors (52-25) this season, equal-
ing the franchise record set in 2006-07. The
Raptors also won the season series between the

teams 2-1 for the first time since 2009-10.

HAWKS 103, SUNS 90
Atlanta overcame a ragged first half and a big

game from Phoenix rookie guard Devin Booker
to stay on top of the Southeast Division. The
Hawks took advantage of 24 Suns turnovers and
pulled away late for a victory despite 34 points
from Booker. Paul Millsap had 13 points, 17
rebounds and eight assists in a victory that kept
the Hawks a half-game up on Miami and moved
them 1 1/2 games ahead of Charlotte.

HEAT 107, PISTONS 89
Goran Dragic scored 107-99 points to lead

Miami to a victory over Detroit. Dragic shot 9-of-
15 from the field and was perfect on his four 3-
point attempts for the Heat, which remained in
fifth in the Eastern Conference standings.

76ERS 107, PELICANS 93
Reserve forward Carl Landry went 9 of 10

from the floor and scored 22 points as
Philadelphia beat depleted New Orleans, ensur-
ing that the 76ers will not share the mark for the
worst full-season record in NBA history. Isaiah
Canaan added 16 points for the Sixers, who
snapped a 12-game losing streak and improved
to 10-68 with four games remaining in the sea-
son. Nik Stauskas and Hollis Thompson had 13
points apiece. — Reuters

Hot-shooting Cavs 
beat Bucks 109-80

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L  PCT GB  
Toronto 52 25 .675 -       
Boston 45 32 .584 7       
NY Knicks 31 47 .397 21.5  
Brooklyn 21 56 .273 31      
Philadelphia 10 68 .128 42.5  

Central Division
Cleveland 56 22 .718 -       
Indiana 41 36 .532 14.5  
Detroit 41 37 .526 15      
Chicago 39 39 .500 17      
Milwaukee 32 46 .410 24      

Southeast Division
Atlanta 46 32 .590 -       
Miami 45 32 .584 0.5   
Charlotte 44 33 .571 1.5   
Washington 37 40 .481 8.5   
Orlando 33 44 .429 12.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 54 24 .692 -       
Portland 42 37 .532 12.5  
Utah 39 39 .500 15      
Denver 32 47 .405 22.5  
Minnesota 26 52 .333 28      

Pacific Division
Golden State 69 9 .885 -       
LA Clippers 49 28 .636 19.5  
Sacramento 31 47 .397 38      
Phoenix 20 58 .256 49      
LA Lakers 16 61 .208 52.5  

Southwest Division
San Antonio 65 12 .844 -       
Memphis 42 36 .538 23.5  
Dallas 39 38 .506 26      
Houston 38 39 .494 27      
New Orleans 29 48 .377 36

NBA results/standings

Philadelphia 107, New Orleans 93; Toronto 96, Charlotte 90; Atlanta 103, Phoenix 90; Memphis
108, Chicago 92; Cleveland 109, Milwaukee 80; Miami 107, Detroit 89; Oklahoma City 124,
Denver 102; San Antonio 88, Utah 86; Portland 115, Sacramento 107; Minnesota 124, Golden
State 117 (OT); LA Clippers 103, LA Lakers 81.

MELBOURNE: Australia’s run to the
women’s final at the World Twenty20 in
India has contributed to a significant pay
rise for the country’s elite female cricketers.

Cricket Australia issued a statement yes-
terday saying the Southern Stars, who lost
the World T20 final to the West Indies last
weekend, will be the best paid of any
women’s sports team in the country.

The sport’s national governing body
said it would almost double its commit-
ment to elite female cricketers from 2.36
million to 4.23 million Australian dollars
($1.8 million to $3.2 million), which
includes increases in retainers for interna-
tional and domestic Twenty20 contracted
players and comes on top of improved trav-
el and accommodation benefits, an updat-
ed pregnancy policy, and contributions to
private health insurance.

The maximum retainers for the women’s
national team will increase from 49,000 to
65,000 Australian dollars ($37,000-$49,000),
and combined with Women’s Big Bash
retainers, match retainers and tour fees, the
best players will earn more than 100,000
Australian dollars ($76,000).

Minimum retainers for the Southern
Stars will double to 40,000 Australian dol-
lars ($30,200), significantly below the mini-
mum value of a Cricket Australia retainer
for the top 20 men of 270,000 Australian
dollars ($204,000).

Cricket Australia chief executive James
Sutherland said he was “determined to

make cricket the sport of choice for women
in Australia.”

“We have worked constructively with
the Australian Cricketers’ Association to
reach this point and will continue to do so
in our ongoing efforts to improve wages
and workplace conditions for all elite
female cricketers.”

He said of the 1.2 million registered
cricket players in Australia, almost one-
quarter were women and girls. “That num-
ber continues to grow rapidly and we will
continue to support females playing the
game from backyard to baggy green,” he
said. Cricket Australia released a list of 16
contracted female players for next season,
with the likes of 17-year-old Lauren Cheatle
and 20-year-old Holly Ferling joining estab-
lished stars including Ellyse Perry, who has
played soccer and cricket for Australia.

Meanwhile,  Australia will play its first
cricket tests in Sri Lanka in more than five
years when it begins a three-match series
from July 26.

Cricket Australia yesterday confirmed
dates for a two-month tour beginning on
July 11, playing three tests, five one-day
internationals and two Twenty20 matches.

The first test will be played in Kandy, the
second beginning Aug. 4 in Galle and the
third in Colombo from Aug. 13. The ODIs are
set for Aug. 21 and 24 in Colombo, Aug. 28
and Aug. 31 in Dambulla and Sept.  4 in
Kandy, with the T20s to follow in Kandy on
Sept. 6 and Colombo on Sept. 9. — Agencies

Cricket Australia commits to 
increasing pay for elite women

ST JOHN’S: Darren Sammy’s success in cap-
taining the West Indies to the World
Twenty20 title has been recognised by his
native St Lucia after it was announced that
the island’s main cricket ground would be
renamed in his honour.

The Beausejour Cricket Ground will now
be known as the Darren Sammy National
Cricket Ground, with one of the stands to be
named in honour of fellow St Lucian and
Twenty20 winner Johnson Charles.
According to the West Indies Cricket Board,
the announcement was made by the Prime
Minister of St Lucia, Kenny D. Anthony, at a
“welcome reception” on the island on
Tuesday. “ The West Indies Cricket Board
would like to congratulate West Indies cap-
tain, Darren Sammy and opener, Johnson
Charles for the honour their home country St
Lucia has bestowed on them,” the WICB
added in a statement, issued from their St
John’s, Antigua, headquarters.

Sunday ’s victory over England, in a
thrilling Kolkata final where Carlos Brathwaite
hit four successive sixes in the last over,
meant the West Indies became the first team
to win the World Twenty20 title twice.

Sammy, 32, was also the West Indies’ captain
when they beat then hosts Sri Lanka in the
2012 final in Colombo.

But immediately after the team’s latest tri-
umph at Kolkata’s Eden Gardens ground, the
all-rounder slammed the WICB for a “disap-
pointing” lack of support, saying the team felt
“disrespected” by their own officials.  Sammy’s
comments came on the back of a bitter pay
dispute that has dogged West Indies cricket
for several years.

Dave Cameron, the WICB president,
responded by calling Sammy’s remarks “inap-
propriate”. However, Cameron added the
board would meet players after the end of the
Indian Premier League (IPL) next month to
persuade them to play for the West Indies,
rather than opt for lucrative franchise
Twenty20 leagues.  “We want to see how we
can find common ground in ensuring that the
best players in the region are available for
selection for West Indies teams,” Cameron said.
A pay dispute two years ago led to the team
flying home in the middle of a tour of India
and the players only reluctantly agreed to sign
contracts for the World Twenty20 a few weeks
before the tournament began. — AFP

Ground honour for West 
Indies captain Sammy

KOLKATA: West Indies captain Darren Sammy poses with the trophy after they
defeated England in the final of the ICC World Twenty20 2016 cricket tournament at
Eden Gardens in Kolkata, India, April 3. —  AP
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LONDON: Jurors at the inquests into the
deaths of 96 Liverpool fans at the 1989
Hillsborough disaster retired to consider
their verdicts yesterday, over two years
since the hearings began.

The jury of seven women and three
men, which has been sitting since March
2014 at a purpose-built courtroom in
Warrington, northwest England, will con-
sider 14 key questions set out by coroner
John Goldring.

One question concerns whether sen-
ior police officer David Duckenfield is
responsible for the unlawful killing of the
fans by gross negligence manslaughter, in
what remains Britain’s worst sporting dis-
aster. Addressing the jury, in front of
dozens of relatives of the victims,
Goldring said: “You decide the case only

on the evidence you heard in court. “Put
out of your mind anything you may have
read, heard or discussed about the disas-
ter. Decide the case dispassionately on
the evidence.

“Put emotion to one side. Do not make
critical findings unless the facts justify
them. On the other hand, do not shrink
from making such findings if they do.

“You decide what evidence you accept
and what evidence you reject.” The
tragedy occurred on April 15, 1989 during
an FA Cup semi-final between Liverpool
and Nottingham Forest at Sheffield
Wednesday’s Hillsborough stadium in
northern England.

Seeking to alleviate a crush that had
developed outside the ground at the
Leppings Lane End shortly before kick-off,

match commander Duckenfield opened
an exit gate.

It enabled 2,000 fans to stream into
the ground and they piled into the
already over-full pens behind the goal at
that end of the ground, causing a fatal
crush. In March last year at the hearings,
Duckenfield apologised to the families of
the victims after admitting to lying that
fans had forced the gate open them-
selves.

‘CONFLICTS’ 
Under English law, an inquest exists

solely to determine the cause of death. It
cannot impose criminal sentences. The
original coroner’s verdicts of accidental
death were quashed in 2012 after a cam-
paign by victims’ families led to the publi-

cation of a new report into the disaster.
At the beginning of the new inquests,

Goldring said that none of the victims
should be blamed for their deaths.

Family members then paid emotional
tributes to each of the 96 victims. The
jurors heard evidence from more than
800 witnesses on subjects  including sta-
dium safety, match planning, the events
of the day, the emergency response and
evidence gathering by police after the
disaster.

The court then looked at each victim’s
final movements before medical experts
and pathologists gave evidence about
the circumstances of their deaths.

Goldring also told the jurors that they
would have to resolve “conflicts” between
the accounts of Liverpool supporters and

police officers present on the day.
“As you will recall, it was suggested to

many witnesses that senior officers col-
lectively sought to present a ‘false narra-
tive’ of the disaster,” he said.

“The senior officers from whom we
heard strongly denied that suggestion.
You will need to consider this evidence
because if you were to take the view
there was some deliberate decision, you
might think it reflected a view of the facts
of the disaster taken by the senior offi-
cers. That, of course, is a matter for you.”

There is no limit on how long the jury
may take to reach their conclusions. The
first report into the disaster, published by
leading judge Peter Taylor in 1990, led to
all-seater stadiums becoming compulso-
ry in the English Premier League. — AFP

Hillsborough jury retires to consider verdicts

MUNICH: Bayern’s Arturo Vidal, second right, celebrates with team mates at the end of the Champions League quarterfinal first leg soccer match
between FC Bayern Munich and Benfica Lisbon at the Allianz Arena in Munich, southern Germany, Tuesday. — AP

LISBON: From the rapturous reception they
received on their return home to the comments
from their players and coach, it was clear that
Benfica regarded their 1-0 Champions League
defeat to Bayern Munich as a moral victory.
Bayern had scored 18 goals in their four previous
home European games and when Arturo Vidal
gave them a second-minute lead in Tuesday’s
quarter-final first leg at the Allianz Arena, the
Portuguese champions appeared destined for a
long night.  Instead, the defensive pairing of
Victor Lindelof and Jardel succeeded in doing
what few others have this season by keeping
Robert Lewandowski off the scoresheet, while
full backs Andre Almeida and Eliseu nullified
Franck Ribery and Douglas Costa.  Regarded as
the rank outsiders among the eight quarter-
finalists, Benfica now believe they have at least a
chance of pulling off a memorable win when
they host the German champions in next week’s
second leg.

“Bayern certainly wanted to win 5-0 but we
played superbly,” midfielder Nicolas Gaitan told
reporters.  “We’ll be much stronger in our own
stadium, with the backing of our supporters.”

Several dozen fans waited at Lisbon airport to
welcome the team home in the small hours of
Wednesday morning and more were camped at
the Stadium of Light.

“The team played to a really high standard,
they played with conviction and determination,”
coach Rui Vitoria said. “I’m a proud coach after
seeing the team play with such personality.  “We
came here to do our job without changing our
strategy.

The tie is open,” he added. “Even when they
scored in the second minute, I wasn’t worried
because I know my team. The team were fantas-
tic in the way they interpreted the match.”

Vitoria’s team have shown they are at their
most dangerous when battling against the odds.

They lost their first three meetings with

neighbours Sporting this season, yet won the
one which really mattered last month when a 1-
0 success took the top of the Portuguese league
at the expense of their rivals.

They have remained there ever since.  They
also survived a torrid second leg away to Zenit St
Petersburg in the last round, falling behind on
the night before rallying late to complete a 3-1
aggregate win.  Even so, a win over Bayern is still
a huge task for Benfica, who in recent years have
become a springboard club for players, mostly
South Americans, hoping to move on to one of
the bigger European leagues.

“The responsibility for the second match will
be the same.  Bayern have beaten a lot of teams
away from home, but I can guarantee we will be
in contention until the end,” Vitoria added.

“Anyone who has seen the happiness of the
Benfica supporters and the way the team has
played has to believe it is possible, but we are
also keeping our feet on the ground.” — Reuters

Benfica treat Bayern 

defeat as moral victory

MUNICH: Rarely has one man been the
focus of such attention in the Europa
League. But Juergen Klopp’s return to
Borussia Dortmund as Liverpool manager
for the first leg of the quarterfinals was
always going to be an emotional affair with
such a strong bond between him and his
former club after seven largely successful
years.

Klopp oversaw steady progression after
taking over Dortmund in 2008, and led the
young side to back-to-back Bundesliga
titles by 2012, when the club claimed its
first double by humbling Bayern Munich in

the German Cup final. A Champions League
final appearance in 2013 was as good as it
got after that.

The end, when it came in 2015, was
mourned by Dortmund fans who remem-
bered only the good times, as well as
Klopp’s infectious good humor and enthusi-
asm. “Danke Kloppo” (Thank you Kloppo)
was trending on Twitter at the time. Klopp is
already extremely popular among Liverpool
fans and players for much the same reasons,
with his passion for the game and his new
club clear to all from his behavior on the
touchline and in news conferences.

Klopp quickly put his stamp on Liverpool
through the team’s high-energy approach
and fierce pressing game. Results have gen-
erally been inconsistent but are starting to
improve, like they did at Dortmund, and
Anfield has become something of a fortress.
Fans appear happy to give him time to
build his own team.

It’s widely felt that Liverpool will be a
force under Klopp, especially once he gets
his own players in, and that the pair are a
perfect fit - just like it was at Dortmund.

Here are some things to know about
Thursday’s matches:

DORTMUND-LIVERPOOL
Of course Liverpool’s trip to Germany

isn’t just about Klopp - even if German
broadcaster Sport1 was reportedly plan-
ning a “Kloppo Cam” focused only on the
Liverpool manager during the game.

For Dortmund, the Europa League repre-
sents arguably a better chance of silverware
than the Bundesliga, where it trails Bayern
by five points despite producing the best-
ever campaign by a second-place team.
Dortmund also has a German Cup semifinal
to come against Hertha Berlin, but progres-
sion in Europe is a priority. Ilkay Gundogan,
Sokratis Papastathopoulos and Mats
Hummels took part in Tuesday’s training
and look set to return, leaving Neven
Subotic the only player injured.

Liverpool playmaker Roberto Firmino
has been sidelined with a hamstring injury
for the past three weeks, but traveled with
the squad to Germany and could be in line
for a return.

BILBAO-SEVILLA
Fernando Llorente returns home to face

the player who took his place in the hearts
of Athletic Bilbao supporters. Llorente
joined Sevilla this season from Juventus,
but the Spanish striker grew up playing for
Bilbao from 2005-13 before heading to Italy.

“I spent 17 wonderful years of my life in
Bilbao,” Llorente said. “It was always an hon-
or to play for them. Now it is my turn to play
against them, and I will give everything for
the Sevilla shirt. It will certainly be a very
hard match.” Bilbao is led by veteran striker
Aritz Aduriz, who recently got a call-up for
Spain based on his excellent scoring form
since taking over for Llorente.

Aduriz leads the Europa League this sea-
son with eight goals, making Bilbao the
competition’s top-scoring team with 20
goals in 10 matches. vTwo-time defending
champion Sevilla has yet to win away from
home in five European matches.

VILLARREAL-SPARTA PRAGUE
With a berth in next season’s Champions

League just about assured, Villarreal can focus
on winning an elusive title. A 2-1 win at Eibar
on Sunday gave Villarreal control of fourth
place in the Spanish league with an eight-
point cushion over fifth-place Celta Vigo.

Villarreal has twice reached the Europa
semifinals, to go with one semifinal appear-
ance in the Champions League, and is aim-
ing for another shot to add to its 2003
InterToto trophy. Playing some of the most
attractive passing football in Spain, Villarreal
is anchored by midfielder and captain
Bruno Soriano, who played his 364th match
for Villarreal, surpassing Marcos Senna’s club
record of 363.

Villarreal hasn’t conceded a goal while
winning all five of its home matches in
Europe this season. Sparta, meanwhile, is
undefeated in 12 Europa League matches
and has won its last three away matches.

BRAGA-SHAKHTAR
Braga, the only Portuguese club with a

chance to win four competitions, is unbeat-
en in five European home matches this sea-
son. The northern Portuguese club still has
a chance to win titles in the Europa League,
Portuguese Cup, and the Portuguese
League Cup, as lies fourth in the domestic
championship. Shakhtar has yet to lose in
this season’s Europa League. — AP

BARCELONA: Fernando Torres raged that Atletico
Madrid are not treated equally to Barcelona by ref-
erees after his early red card turned their
Champions League quarter-final, first leg around on
Tuesday.

Torres had put Atletico in front at the Camp Nou
before seeing two quick-fire yellow cards to leave
the visitors a man light for over an hour.

Luis Suarez finally converted Barca’s relentless
second-half pressure into a 2-1 lead as he struck
twice in 12 minutes. However, Atletico were
enraged as unlike Torres, Suarez escaped punish-
ment for a kick out at Juanfran and an off-the-ball
incident with Filipe Luis.

“They shouldn’t have been cards. If it had been
the other way around then they wouldn’t have
been given,” Torres told Spanish radio station
Cadena Cope.

“With 11 (men) we would have won without any
doubt.” And the former Liverpool and Chelsea strik-
er claimed UEFA have their priorities wrong after
making both sides play in their away kits to avoid a
colour clash.  “UEFA worry about making us change
shirts, but they didn’t appoint a referee that is up to
the level of the Champions League quarter-finals.”

Luis went even further by implying UEFA are
scared of Barcelona not reaching the final.

“I don’t know what Barca players have to do to
get sent off just like us,” Luis told Spanish TV station
MEGA. “You can tell there is fear that Barca will be
eliminated.”

Atletico’s players’ choice of words could prove
costly should UEFA feel the need to impose bans on
those that have launched attacks on German refer-
ee Felix Brych.  Coach Diego Simeone was more
measured in his criticism and was happy to escape
Catalonia with the tie still in the balance.

“There were more than two incidents involving

Suarez,” said Atletico boss Diego Simeone.
“I can’t say what I think, but I am not angry with

Fernando (Torres) for sure.”
“We had a great first-half, in the second we tried

to limit the damage as much as possible for the
game that is still to come.” Barca boss Luis Enrique
was understandably less sympathetic towards
Torres.  “Both of Torres’s two yellow cards are clear,”
he said. “They may have been unintentional, but
they are clear.” Barca saw a 39-game unbeaten run
come to an end with defeat to Real Madrid and

their bid to become the first side to retain the
Champions League looked under serious threat
before Torres’s dismissal changed the course of the
game. However, Enrique dismissed suggestions his
side are beginning to pay physically for the
demands of playing in six competitions this season.
“Watching the second half there is no physical
problem,” he added.  “We played with enthusiasm,
but also a cool head because if you only play with
the heart it is dangerous. “I think we did enough to
have won by one more goal.” — AFP

Klopp the focus as

Dortmund meets

Liverpool in Europa 

DORTMUND: Liverpool’s manager
Juergen Klopp talks to the media during
a press conference prior to the Europa
League quarter final soccer match
between Borussia Dortmund and
Liverpool FC in Dortmund, Germany,
yesterday. — AP

Barca protected, fumes 

Torres after red card

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s Al-Hilal club players (blue) try to score a goal as UAE’s Al-Jazeera club
players defend during their AFC Champions League group C football match at the Faisal bin
Fahd Stadium in Riyadh yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Rangers need to sign four or
five players to be competitive in their first
season back in the Scottish Premiership
but will not repeat the mistakes of the
past and spend money they have not got,
manager Mark Warburton said yesterday.

Rangers, the 54-times champions of
Scotland, won promotion back to the top
flight on Tuesday when they beat
Dumbarton 1-0 at Ibrox to clinch the
Championship (second tier) title and the
one automatic promotion berth.

That ended their four-year exile from
the elite, which began after their financial
meltdown and liquidation in 2012 when
they were demoted to the basement of
the Scottish game. Warburton told
Talksport radio on Wednesday that there
is a far greater sense of realism at the club
now although they were relishing the
prospect of next season’s competition.

“We are building a young squad and
we have achieved the first goal which was
getting the club back into the top flight,”
he said. “There is a lot of work to be done,
we have to be honest. “We need four or
five (new players) to come in and we are
going to lose a couple. It’s all about the
quality of recruitment and if we can get
that right we will be OK.

“But it would not be right for us as the
management to go to the board with
unrealistic targets. The worst thing we can
do is just go and spend money poorly,
recruit poorly and put the club back two
or three pages. We will not do that.”

With Rangers back in the top flight,
their regular Old Firm matches against
Glasgow rivals Celtic will resume,
although the two are set to meet in a
Scottish Cup semi-final at Hampden Park
on April 17. — Reuters

We will not repeat mistakes 

of the past: Rangers boss

UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE
Sporting Braga v S Donetsk 22:05 
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Villarreal CF v AC Sparta Prague22:05 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Athletic de Bilbao v Sevilla FC 22:05
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
BV B Dortmund v Liverpool 22:05 
beIN SPORTS 2 HD

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)
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WOLFSBURG: Wolfsburg’s midfielder Maximilian Arnold (3rdL) and teammates defend against a free kick during the UEFA Champions League quarter-final, first-leg football match between VfL Wolfsburg and Real Madrid
yesterday in Wolfsburg, northern Germany.  — AFP 

WOLFSBURG: Real Madrid suffered their first defeat in
the Champions League this season when they were sur-
prisingly beaten 2-0 at VfL Wolfsburg in their quarter-
final first leg yesterday.

The Germans were celebrating a memorable last-
eight debut after Ricardo Rodriguez’s penalty in the
18th minute and Maximilian Arnold’s strike in the 25th
stunned the visitors only four days after their ‘Clasico’
win in Spain over Barcelona.

Despite making just one change to the lineup that
started against Barca, Real coach Zinedine Zidane’s
team will now go into the return leg in Madrid next
week with a clear disadvantage. The Spaniards, who

also saw Karim Benzema limp off with a foot injury in
the 40th minute, enjoyed a strong start but never recov-
ered from the quick two-goal strike by the Wolves and
were lucky not to have conceded a third in the second
half. “It was a breath-taking atmosphere and the fans
carried us to this win,” Arnold told ZDF television. “But
we should keep calm. We did the 50 percent now we
need to do the other 50 percent in Madrid where we
must most likely play even better. But it still a great win.
I will sleep very well tonight.”

Chasing a record-extending 11th European crown,
Real needed only 90 seconds to put the ball in the net
but Cristiano Ronaldo’s effort was ruled offside.

They kept up the pressure and Frenchman Benzema
came close minutes later when his shot was blocked by
Wolfsburg’s Diego Benaglio. But the hosts were award-
ed an unexpected penalty when Andre Schuerrle went
down in the box in a challenge with Casemiro.

Swiss international Rodriguez sent Keylor Navas the
wrong way as the Costa Rica international conceded his
first Champions League goal after 738 minutes.

Wolfsburg struck again seven minutes later with
Arnold, who had earlier threatened with a 70-metre
sprint, slid in to complete a superb passing move that
left the Real backline dazed.

Things got even worse with Benzema taken off min-

utes before the break and Real struggling to develop
any traction in their attacking game in the second half.

Champions League top scorer Ronaldo, with 13 goals
this season, was rarely left without two players marking
him, with Wolfsburg midfielder Bruno Henrique out-
standing also in his defensive duties.

Ronaldo was also denied by Benaglio in their one-
on-one in the 70th as Real grew more desperate, pour-
ing forward in search of a goal. Wolfsburg lurked on the
break and although Schuerrle twice failed to score
despite racing clear, it did not prevent the German’s
from celebrating a memorable win. Real will host the
second leg next Tuesday. — Reuters

Wolfsburg upset Real in Champions League

GENEVA: Under suspicion in the fall-
out from the global offshore accounts
investigation, Uruguayan lawyer Juan
Pedro Damiani resigned as a FIFA
ethics judge yesterday. Damiani was
already under investigation by FIFA
ethics prosecutors after being identi-
fied on Sunday in a vast leak of data
from a Panama law firm specializing
in tax avoidance schemes which can
be exploited for money laundering.

His exit, after helping to ban for-
mer FIFA president Sepp Blatter from
soccer last December, damages the
scandal-hit world soccer body ’s
efforts to rebuild its image and repu-
tation under new leadership.

Damiani’s formal resignation from
the FIFA court was confirmed in a
statement from the judging chamber
without giving details.

The Penarol club president’s links
to disgraced former FIFA vice presi-
dent Eugenio Figueredo were the
center of the case against him.
Damiani did not tell the FIFA ethics
committee until March that he and
his family’s law firm had a “business
relationship” with Figueredo, a fellow
Uruguayan who had been arrested in
Zurich almost 10 months earlier.
Figueredo was indicted by American
federal prosecutors investigating cor-
ruption in world soccer and later
extradited to Uruguay. He has plead-
ed guilty to fraud and money laun-
dering charges and acknowledged
taking bribes.

On Sunday, Damiani was named in
international media reports for his
law firm’s links to Panama law firm
Mossack Fonseca. He is alleged to

have helped create offshore accounts
and companies for three clients who
have been indicted in the sprawling
FIFA bribery investigation led by fed-
eral prosecutors in Brooklyn.

As well as Figueredo, marketing
executives Hugo and Mariano Jinkis -
a father and son from Argentina - are
suspected of paying millions of dol-
lars in bribes l inked to acquiring
broadcast rights for continental com-
petitions, including the Copa
America.

The Jinkis connection has also
drawn new FIFA President Gianni
Infantino into the reports, though he
is not suspected of wrongdoing. As
UEFA legal director in 2006, Infantino
co-signed a contract sell ing
Champions League T V rights for
Ecuador to a subsidiary of the Jinkis-
owned Full Play company.

Yesterday, UEFA offices in
Switzerland were raided by federal
police to seize documents relating to
the rights deal. Switzerland’s attorney
general is leading a widening investi-
gation of FIFA, and now UEFA, busi-
ness which includes suspected under-
valued sales of TV rights. Criminal
proceedings against Blatter were
opened last September.

In 2006, Blatter helped appoint
Damiani as a member of a revamped
FIFA ethics committee. Damiani also
followed his father into football, suc-
ceeding him as president of
Uruguay’s 49-time champion Penarol.

Last week, Damiani hosted
Infantino at the club and presented
him with a personalized yellow and
black-striped team shirt. — AP

FIFA ethics judge 
Damiani resigns PARIS: Away goals by Kevin De

Bruyne and Fernandinho handed
Manchester City a 2-2 first-leg
draw at Paris Saint-Germain yes-
terday to give the English side the
edge in their Champions League
quarter-final tie.

On a night that will be remem-
bered for some comical defend-
ing and a Zlatan Ibrahimovic
penalty that was saved by City
goalkeeper Joe Hart, the Premier
League side twice punished mis-
takes by their hosts.

De Bruyne put City ahead on
38 minutes, only for Ibrahimovic
to level after an embarrassing
mix-up in the visitors’ defence
soon after. Adrien Rabiot then
put PSG ahead just before the
hour, but Fernandinho made it 2-
2 on 72 minutes and ensured the
French giants will be chasing the
tie in next Tuesday’s second leg.

City were appearing at this
stage for the first time and were
handicapped by the absences of
injured captain Vincent Kompany,
Yaya Toure and Raheem Sterling.
However, Hart had recovered
from injury in time to play and De
Bruyne started after making his
own comeback from two months
on the sidelines at the weekend,
giving the English side’s attack a
fearsome look to it. 

PSG, conquerors of Chelsea in
the last 16, feared Sergio Aguero
the most, though, and the stocky
Argentinian striker coaxed a yel-
low card out of David Luiz inside
20 seconds after getting in
behind the Brazilian. 

The home support were furi-
ous soon after when Serbian ref-
eree Milorad Mazic refused to
give Paris a penalty after Blaise

Matuidi went down in the box
under pressure from Eliaquim
Mangala, but PSG did win a spot-
kick in the 13th minute for a foul
by Bacary Sagna on Luiz. 

Ibrahimovic stepped up, but
was thwarted by Hart, who dived
low to his right to make the save.
Perhaps the 34-year-old Swede
was feeling the pressure in what
could be his last chance to win
the Champions League, because
he passed up another huge
opportunity midway through the
first half, blazing over the bar
after a Thiago Motta pass had
split the away defence. 

City made Ibrahimovic pay as
they opened the scoring seven
minutes before half-time, capital-
ising on loose play in the Paris
midfield.  Fernandinho intercept-
ed a Matuidi pass intended for
Rabiot and advanced towards the
edge of the box before teeing up
De Bruyne, who took a touch and
fired past Kevin Trapp.

HORROR MOMENT 
However, City inexplicably gift-

ed the French champions an
equaliser only three minutes later. 

It was a horror moment for Hart
and Fernando, with the goalkeeper
choosing to play a goal-kick short
to the Brazilian-born midfielder on
the edge of the area despite
Ibrahimovic lurking in close prox-
imity.  Fernando tried to release
the ball, but Ibrahimovic stuck out
a leg and diverted it into the net
for his 39th goal of the season. 

PSG came out in the second
half with the momentum after that
and they took the lead on 59 min-
utes thanks to one-time City youth
player Rabiot. Edinson Cavani

turned a corner towards goal and
Hart saved, but the ball fell kindly
for Rabiot to tap in. 

PSG sensed a chance to
increase their advantage before
the second leg and a Di Maria
cross from the right was headed
against the woodwork by
Ibrahimovic.  Instead City pounced
on some more comical defending

to grab a second away goal,
Fernandinho gleefully prodding
into the net after neither Serge
Aurier nor Thiago Silva were able
to clear a low ball into the box
from the away right. Those away
goals, and the fact PSG will be
without the suspended Luiz and
Matuidi for the return, could prove
crucial. — AFP

City in driving seat after 
slapstick night in Paris

PARIS: Manchester City’s Belgian forward Kevin De Bruyne (R) vies
with Paris Saint-Germain’s Ivorian defender Serge Aurier (L) dur-
ing the UEFA Champions League quarter final football match
between Paris Saint Germain (PSG) and Manchester City yester-
day at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris.  — AFP
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BAGHDAD: Iraqis have lunch at a restaurant in Baghdad, Iraq. The food business is booming, despite the war and an economic slump, as entrepreneurs find restaurants and eateries a safe business bet. —AP

BAGHDAD: Iraqi businessman Zaid Nazo has always been sure of
his nation’s deep passion for food and wasn’t afraid to dream big
when he transformed his small Baghdad coffee shop in 1999 into
a casual dining and takeaway restaurant. Today, the 41-year-old
father of two has opened four branches and his chain is one of
the most popular in Iraq. Many Iraqi entrepreneurs are finding
restaurants and eateries a safe business bet, despite the country’s
slumping economy, prevailing violence and an ongoing war with
the Islamic State group.  

The food business is booming. There are 40 percent more
restaurants in Baghdad today than there were in 2013 - when
security and economic conditions in the country were much bet-
ter - according to Shakir Al-Zamili, the chairman of Baghdad
Investment Commission.  It’s unexpected when the city still faces
almost daily bombings, large swaths of the country are under
control of the extremist Islamic State group and Prime Minister
Haider Al-Abadi is embroiled in a political crisis over stalled
reforms and allegations of rampant corruption.  

A testament 
It’s also a testament to Iraqis’ determination to triumph over

violence. Nazo and his business partner, his close friend Marwan
Rassam, established their first eatery - Saj Al-Reef or “Country
Bread” in Arabic - in the upscale Baghdad neighborhood of
Karrada 18 years ago. Then in 2007, they opened a second
branch in Irbil, the capital of the semi-autonomous Kurdistan
region, and a third in 2009, in the nearby town of Sulaimaniyah.

This February, he opened a new place in Baghdad’s upmarket
Mansour neighborhood. “I bet on the mentality of Iraqis,” he said. 

“The Iraqi people love to live ... and they make the most of
every day because they don’t know what tomorrow will bring,”
he added. The food boom has seen new establishments open all
around Baghdad, from city rooftops to the banks of the Tigris
River. Local businessmen are pouring millions of dollars into buy-
ing or renting property, bringing in foreign chefs and staff, com-
peting with one another for the fanciest design, best decoration
and most attractive cuisine.

And though suicide and car bombings regularly target large
gatherings - including restaurants - the boom has not slowed.
“Baghdadis live under huge pressure,” said Al-Zamili, the chair-
man of the Baghdad Investment Commission. “Restaurants are
the best place to vent daily frustrations and that’s the main cata-
lyst behind the spike in these projects.” The government offers
significant tax breaks for up to 10 years for new ventures, and
expedites entry visas for foreign staff at such businesses. 

After the Islamic State took much of northern and western Iraq
in the summer of 2014, investors’ appetite for restaurants, enter-
tainment and hospitality projects slowed down considerably, said
al-Zamili. Then it picked up and started to skyrocket, he says. Four
out of 10 proposals that land before al-Zamili’s commission are for
restaurants or coffee shops. Baghdad has now more than 100
restaurants, coffee shops and eateries that are licensed by his
commission - and twice as many are in the planning stages. Nazo
likes to trace the Iraqi passion for food to antiquity.

Culinary arts
Last century, archaeologists discovered what is believed to

be one of the world’s oldest cookbooks - three clay tablets writ-
ten in cuneiform script, dating to about 1700 BC. Housed at the
Babylonian Collection of Yale University, they give cooking
instructions for more than two dozen Mesopotamian dishes,
including stews made of pigeon or lamb, a turnip dish and a
kind of poultry pie.  Culinary arts flourished when Baghdad was
the capital of the Abbasid Caliphate, from the eighth to the
thirteenth century, and many cookbooks have been preserved
from that period.  Iraq’s signature dishes include masgouf, a
grilled fish, as well as lamb kebabs and fire-roasted chicken. But
many Baghdad eateries now offer American-style fast food,
with added spice to appeal to the Iraqi palate.

Nazo remembers when he started in Karrada, they offered
mostly traditional shawarma sandwiches wrapped with saj -
traditional, unleavened flatbread baked on a dome-shaped
metal griddle over a wood fire. His latest branch cost more than
$1 million and can seat 500 clients. Its menu touts nearly 70
Middle Eastern, Mediterranean, Chinese, French and Italian
dishes.  At a recent lunchtime, uniformed waiters briskly navi-
gated through the packed, two-story establishment as families
and young people huddled over wooden tables. There was a
line waiting for a free table.

Anas Al-Sarraf, 28, runs the Baghdad Restaurants Guide, a
Facebook page he has run since 2012. It keeps Baghdadis
updated with the latest, attracting nearly 200,000 followers.  “I

have adored food since my childhood,” said Al-Saraf as he wait-
ed for his order in the popular Scosi restaurant in Baghdad. “My
dad and my grandmother used to take us to restaurants on
weekends as a reward, and since then, my love for food has
grown.” 

Hobby and passion
Al-Sarraf, who works for a private company, visits restaurants

and coffee shops daily, spending nearly one-third of his $1,200
monthly income on what he describes as his “hobby.” But his
passion and postings have caused problems with some restau-
rateurs, a few of whom have threatened him after he criticized
their establishments. In one instance, he only just avoided a
beating and arrest after photographing an eatery in the Shiite
Sadr City area where Sunni extremists often carry out attacks.

The war, plummeting oil prices and austerity are hitting the
Iraqi budget and have led to a slow down for most businesses.
Baghdad has also been hit by an increasing number of bomb-
ings and suicide attacks. But that bleak picture of a nation at
war has not deterred restaurateur Salam Mijbar Mohammed.
The 40-year old has just inaugurated the third branch of his
Scosi chain, which also offers a range of Middle Eastern and
Western dishes. He is investing nearly $2 million in the venture
and believes that future for Iraq’s food scene is promising.
“Whenever there are bombings, we expect a slow business day,
but hours later we see a big turnout and that’s what encour-
ages us,” he said, with a slow smile. —AP

Iraq’s food business booms despite war 

Restaurants ‘a safe business bet’, despite slumping economy

Reports drawn from 11.5 million leaked docu-
ments detailing how and where politicians, busi-
nesses and celebrities hide their wealth are trig-

gering reactions from around the globe. The reports by
an international coalition of media outlets working with
the Washington-based International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists are based on documents from
the Panama-based law firm Mossack Fonseca, one of
the world’s biggest creators of shell companies.  Here’s
a look at some reactions the reports are drawing.

ARGENTINA
The office of Argentine President Mauricio Macri

confirmed a report by La Nacion newspaper that a busi-
ness group owned by Macri’s family had set up Fleg
Trading Ltd. in the Bahamas. But it said Macri himself
had no shares in Fleg and never received income from
it.

AUSTRALIA
A tax agency said it is investigating more than 800

wealthy people for possible tax evasion linked to their
alleged dealings with Mossack Fonseca. The Australian
Tax Office said that it had linked more than 120 of those
people to an offshore services provider in Hong Kong,
but did not name the company.

CHINA
The reports say the Panamanian law firm had

arranged offshore companies for relatives of at least
eight present or past members of the Communist
Party’s Politburo Standing Committee, the apex of pow-
er in China. Among those it mentioned was the broth-
er-in-law of President Xi Jinping. China’s foreign minis-
tery denounced the reports as “groundless.” State media
are ignoring the reports and search results of websites
and social media for the words “Panama documents”
were blocked.

CZECH REPUBLIC
The Czech Center for Investigative Journalism said

the leaked documents show that 283 Czech citizens are

associated with offshore companies. The center said the
most favorite offshore haven for Czechs are the
Seychelles, followed by the British Virgin Islands,
Bahamas and others.  Interior Minister Milan Chovanec
says police will investigate the data.

FRANCE
A French prosecutor launched an investigation into

possible money laundering after the release of the
leaked documents. Several hundred French citizens
reportedly feature among the individuals mentioned.

ICELAND
News reports alleged that Prime Minister

Sigmundur David Gunnlaugsson and his wife set up a
company in the British Virgin Islands. The reports have
prompted calls for a no-confidence vote in parliament
against him. Gunnlaugsson says there is nothing new in
the information in the data leak but offered to dissolve
parliament and call a new election. The president
refused the request, but will consult with other party
leaders before agreeing to end the coalition govern-
ment.

ITALY
Italian weekly L’Espresso said about 1,000 Italian

clients turned up in a database of offshore accounts cit-
ed in the media investigation, including Luca Cordero
di Montezemolo, the chairman of carrier Alitalia and
head of Rome’s 2024 Olympics bid. L’Espresso said doc-
uments showed a series of contracts set up in 2007
indicated Montezemolo as the head of a Panama-based
company named Lenville. It said Montezemolo, who
was Fiat chairman and Ferrari CEO at the time, declined
comment when contacted.

NEW ZEALAND
Prime Minister John Key rejected ICIJ’s characteriza-

tion of his country as among 21 tax havens used by
Mossack Fonseca. “Tax havens are where there is
nondisclosure of information,” Key said. “New Zealand
has full disclosure of information.”

NORWAY
The bank DNB said it regrets having helped about

40 customers open offshore companies in the
Seychelles with the help of Mossack Fonseca. The bank
was reacting to a report in Norwegian newspaper
Aftenposten showing it had helped customers set up
shell companies in the Seychelles to avoid taxes. The
bank said “that it was legal to set up this type of compa-
nies doesn’t mean that it was correct for us to do it for
these customers.”

RUSSIA
Documents published by more than 100 media out-

lets alleged that President Vladimir Putin’s friends,
including leading cellist Sergei Rodulgin, were engaged
in an offshore scheme.  Putin’s spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said there is nothing to implicate the president.
Peskov suggested that the publication was a smear
campaign with Putin as a target with a goal of influenc-
ing Russian politics.

SPAIN
Spanish tax authorities said they are investigating

allegations of tax irregularities involving soccer player
Lionel Messi and movie director Pedro Almodovar.
Messi’s family released a statement Monday denying
wrongdoing and threatened to sue media outlets that
released the information linking the Argentine player
to accounts in Panama.  Almodovar’s brother says the
company for them was dissolved a few years after it
opened in the 1990s.

UKRAINE
The leaks indicate that Ukraine President Petro

Poroshenko set up an offshore holding company to
move his candy business to the British Virgin Islands,
possibly depriving Ukraine of millions of dollars tax rev-
enue. Poroshenko had promised voters he would sell
his business when he ran for office. Poroshenko insists
he has done nothing wrong and hasn’t managed his
assets since being elected. Some adversaries are calling
for his removal from office. —AP

Global fallout from offshore accounts

WASHINGTON: Pedestrians pass by a banner announcing the 2016
spring meetings of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World
Bank outside of the IMF headquarters yesterday. The annual meeting
runs from April 15-16. — AFP 



FRANKFURT: The global economy’s already mod-
est prospects will decline further unless authorities
take stronger action to boost growth, the head of
the IMF warned, saying the Fund would cut its
headline forecasts next week. Christine Lagarde
said China’s shift to an economic model based
more on domestic demand, stubbornly low com-
modity prices and tighter funding conditions in
some countries had all clouded the outlook. “Let
me be clear: we are on alert, not alarm. 

There has been a loss of growth momentum,”
the International Monetary Fund’s managing direc-
tor said in a speech at Frankfurt ’s Goethe
University. The recovery from the 2007-2009 global
financial crisis “remains too slow, too fragile and
risks to its durability are increasing.” But if policy-
makers confronted the challenges and acted
together, “the positive effects on global confi-
dence-and the global economy-will be substantial.”  

Lagarde advised the United States to raise its
minimum wage, Europe to improve job training
and emerging economies to cut fuel subsidies and

boost social spending. She gave her strongest hint
yet that the IMF will cut its global economic fore-
casts next week. “The global outlook has weakened
further over the last six months so you can
(deduce) from that there will be a slight revision (in
the IMF estimates),” Lagarde said.

Spring meetings
Lagarde’s remarks come less than two weeks

before ministers, central bankers and other policy-
makers from the Fund’s 188 member countries
gather in Washington to assess the health of the
world economy at the IMF and World Bank Spring
Meetings. While the US recovery has been gaining
momentum and some emerging markets includ-
ing as Mexico have performed well, the IMF views
Europe and Japan as major disappointments, while
China’s slowing growth has hurt oil and commodi-
ty exporting countries, including Brazil and Russia.

To counteract the headwinds, Lagarde called for
accelerated structural reforms, increased fiscal sup-
port and continued accommodative monetary pol-

icy. She urged improved tax incentives for research
and development investments, citing IMF data
showing that a 40 percent increase in R&D spend-
ing in advanced economies could yield a 5 percent
increase in GDP over 20 years. Asked about negoti-
ations between the IMF, European lenders and
Greece for a new bailout program for the heavily
indebted country, Lagarde told Bloomberg TV the
Fund continued to negotiate “in good faith”.

After Internet site Wikileaks published an
apparent transcript of an IMF conference call,
Lagarde denied that IMF staff might threaten to
pull out of the bailout as a negotiating tactic to
force more European debt relief for Greece.
Introducing Lagarde’s speech, Jens Weidmann,
who sits on the European Central Bank’s decision-
making body and heads Germany’s Bundesbank,
said the IMF was “an essential component” in any
euro zone rescue program. Among other sources
of uncertainty facing the global economy, Lagarde
listed Britain’s debate over remaining in the
European Union. — Reuters
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EXCHANGE RATES

Bahrain Exchange Company

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

ASIAN COUNTRIES

Japanese Yen 2.740
Indian Rupees 4.566
Pakistani Rupees 2.888
Srilankan Rupees 2.094
Nepali Rupees 2.860
Singapore Dollar 224.000
Hongkong Dollar 38.989
Bangladesh Taka 3.855
Philippine Peso 6.553
Thai Baht 8.585

GCC COUNTRIES

Saudi Riyal 80.683
Qatari Riyal 83.111
Omani Riyal 785.863
Bahraini Dinar 803.510
UAE Dirham 823.750

ARAB COUNTRIES

Egyptian Pound - Cash 33.925
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 34.444
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.412
Tunisian Dinar 151.580
Jordanian Dinar 426.110
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.016
Syrian Lira 2.156
Morocco Dirham 31.899

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES

US Dollar Transfer 302.400
Euro 345.190
Sterling Pound 429.110
Canadian dollar 231.020
Turkish lira 107.620
Swiss Franc 317.150
Australian Dollar 229.820
US Dollar Buying 301.200

CURRENCY BUY SELL

Europe

British Pound 0.420382 0.432280
Czech Korune 0.004714 0.016714
Danish Krone 0.042139 0.047139
Euro 0.0338690 0.0346690
Norwegian Krone 0.032317 0.037517
Romanian Leu 0.076909 0.076909
Slovakia 0.009011 0.019011
Swedish Krona 0.033103 0.038103
Swiss Franc 0.308670 0.318870
Turkish Lira 0.101221 0.111521

Australasia

Australian Dollar 0.222485 0.233985
New Zealand Dollar 0.201729 0.211229

America

Canadian Dollar 0.226335 0.234835
US Dollars 0.298400 0.302900

US Dollars Mint 0.298900 0.302900

Asia

Bangladesh Taka 0.003438 0.004012
Chinese Yuan 0.045291 0.048791
Hong Kong Dollar 0.036919 0.039669
Indian Rupee 0.004287 0.004677
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002629 0.002809
Kenyan Shilling 0.002976 0.002976
Korean Won 0.000253 0.000268
Malaysian Ringgit 0.074085 0.080085
Nepalese Rupee 0.002867 0.003037
Pakistan Rupee 0.002682 0.002962
Philippine Peso 0.006500 0.006780
Sierra Leone 0.000073 0.000079
Singapore Dollar 0.220522 0.226522
South African Rand 0.014542 0.023042
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001695 0.002275
Taiwan 0.009242 0.009422
Thai Baht 0.008269 0.008819

Arab

Bahraini Dinar 0.795818 0.803818
Egyptian Pound 0.030675 0.035793
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000191 0.000251
Jordanian Dinar 0.422651 0.430151
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000150 0.000250
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020627 0.044627
Nigerian Naira 0.001247 0.001882
Omani Riyal 0.779294 0.784974
Qatar Riyal 0.082378 0.083591
Saudi Riyal 0.079780 0.080730
Syrian Pound 0.001282 0.001502
Tunisian Dinar 0.148393 0.156393
Turkish Lira 0.101221 0.111521
UAE Dirhams 0.081378 0.082527
Yemeni Riyal 0.001367 0.001447

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

CURRENCIES TELEX TRANSFER PER 1000
Australian Dollar 201.91
Canadian Dollar 219.82
Swiss Franc 306.95
Euro 336.85
US Dollar 299.90
Sterling Pound 431.04
Japanese Yen 2.67
Bangladesh Taka 3.817
Indian Rupee 4.375
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.083
Nepali Rupee 2.732
Pakistani Rupee 2.860
UAE Dirhams 0.08161
Bahraini Dinar 0.7970
Egyptian Pound 0.03819
Jordanian Dinar 0.4265
Omani Riyal 0.7788
Qatari Riyal 0.08269
Saudi Riyal 0.07994

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.250
Canadian Dollar 230.325
Sterling Pound 429.535
Euro 339.765
Swiss Frank 297.075
Bahrain Dinar 802.260
UAE Dirhams 82.805
Qatari Riyals 84.020

Saudi Riyals 81.545
Jordanian Dinar 427.185
Egyptian Pound 34.053
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.063
Indian Rupees 4.538
Pakistani Rupees 2.891
Bangladesh Taka 3.857
Philippines Pesso 6.540
Cyprus pound 577.595
Japanese Yen 3.675
Syrian Pound 2.375
Nepalese Rupees 3.835
Malaysian Ringgit 76.000
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 46.930
Thai Bhat 9.565
Turkish Lira 105.085

GOLD

20 Gram 247.880
10 Gram 126.860
5 Gram 64.270

IMF chief ramps up call for 

global action; risks increase
Lagarde signals slight cut to growth forecasts

BERLIN: (Right to left) Angel Gurria, Secretary General of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), German
Chancellor Angela Merkel and Christine Lagarde, Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) leave after a press conference at
the Chancellery in Berlin. — AFP 

DUBAI: The new 2016 Ford Explorer has been
named “Best Midsize SUV” in the prestigious
Middle East Car of the Year (MECOTY) awards.
Judged by a panel of 12 ‘motoring minds’ from
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and Levant
countries, the Middle East Car of the Year is the
biggest, most coveted award of the regional
automotive industry.  “We are pleased with this
recognition for the 2016 Ford Explorer,” said
Thierry Sabbagh, managing director of Ford
Middle East. “Explorer set the standard for Sport
Utility Vehicles when it was first introduced in the

90’s, and it continues to build on its heritage as
the mid-size SUV leader with outstanding Built
Ford Tough capability, technology, convenience
and comfort.” 

According to industry numbers, in 2015,
Explorer led its segment in the GCC with a 40
percent share, and continues to top its category
through Q1 of 2016. Building on 25 years of inno-
vation and sales leadership, the new 2016 Ford
Explorer features a refreshed and sharp new
design in addition to its generous interior space.
It is engineered specifically for people seeking

adventure time with their families and a way to
express their individuality.

New look
Rugged - that’s the word that inspired the

designers creating the look of the new Ford
Explorer. Exterior styling updates - such as posi-
tioning the grille and LED headlamps even high-
er, adding a new closed-off lower roof rack with
channels that cascade rainwater off the vehicle
and a new rear spoiler - also improve aerody-
namics. The 2016 Explorer features more robust
headlamps, with available LED signature lighting,
standard LED low-beams and available LED fog
lamps. Visible heat-sink structures for cooling the
LED headlamps are a meaningful detail. These
radiator-like grilles are typically hidden behind
the light cluster, but on Explorer they are part of
a complex headlamp design that puts innovation
on display.

Interior design changes reflect desires cus-
tomers expressed through Ford consumer
research, which shows one in five Explorer Sport
customers previously owned a luxury vehicle.
Changes include a higher-mounted, wrapped
and stitched door armrest, real buttons to replace
touch-sense buttons on the infotainment system
and more refined detailing throughout. More
innovation equals greater performance, more fun.
Even more smart technology - that’s what cus-
tomers will get with the new Ford Explorer. It
offers more technologies than previous models,
features that enhance the driving experience.

Ford Explorer named the ‘Best Midsize SUV’ 

Middle East Car of the Year awards



MEXICO CITY: The billions of dollars in
US remittances that Donald Trump is
threatening to block to force Mexico to
pay for a border wall are a financial life-
line for the Latin American country’s
economy and millions of individuals
who are supported by relatives up
north. For families across Mexico, the
transfers help put food on the table and
clothe children. They can make it possi-
ble to start a small business, put an
addition on a cinderblock home or buy
a secondhand truck to use on a farm.

So it’s not surprising many Mexicans
had negative reactions Tuesday to the
Republican presidential candidate’s pro-
posal to cut off remittances from the
more than 11 million Mexicans living in
the United States unless Mexico makes
a one-time payment of $5 billion to $10
billion. “That money they send so their
family here can live, I don’t know how
they could do that to them,” said Ramiro
Altamirano Macedo de la Concha, a 76-
year-old taxi driver in Mexico City. “That
man is half-crazy.”

One US group that favors reduced
immigration called for less emphasis on
the wall and more on ensuring people
in the United States without authoriza-
tion cannot work or enjoy benefits and
services. “If you don’t think you will ben-

efit from coming here illegally, you
won’t come here il legally,” said Ira
Mehlman, spokesman for the
Federation for American Immigration
Reform. Mehlman said Americans have
“made it perfectly clear” they are willing
to pay for fencing where necessary if
that reduces the cost of immigration. “It
is not about punishing Mexico, it is
about benefiting the people of the
United States. . . .  We don’t need to
threaten Mexico,” he said.

Mexican government officials
declined or did not respond to requests
for comment. Remittances to Mexico hit
nearly $24.8 billion last year, more than
the country gets from oil exports.
Nearly all  of that originated in the
United States, with most of it going
directly to individuals. Trump’s plan
would hurt “because the remittances
that come from the United States are a
great help,” said Carlos Martinez, a
Mexico City resident whose brother in
Seattle sends about $300 to their par-
ents every other month.

The funds filter into Mexico’s broader
economy through purchases and
investments, and stimulate production.
Alfredo Coutino, Latin America director
for Moody’s Analytics, said remittances
account for 2.5 percent of Mexico’s GDP,

and the country’s central bank has said
they are responsible for keeping pover-
ty from rising.

If Trump’s proposal were to become
reality, “it would go directly to con-
sumption and, in practice, affect fami-
lies who receive this income and who
have begun to build new homes, ... to
have flat-screen TVs, to have cellphones,
and so on, in the most remote towns of
the country,” Coutino said. That includes
places that have seen higher levels of
emigration due to poverty or violence,
such as Oaxaca, Chiapas, Veracruz,
Michoacan and Jalisco states. “It would
be hard for us. ... How are we going to
support our family?” said Arnulfo
Gonzalez, a 40-year-old in New York
who sends $600 to $1,500 a month to
his mother in Oaxaca. “Since we can’t
vote, we don’t have any say.”

Others were skeptical that the plan
would ever be put in place. “It’s not rea-
sonable. It’s not logical. That rhetoric is
just electoral strategy,” said Aracelis
Lucero, who was born in the United
States and whose parents send money
to relatives in the Mexican city of
Puebla. “We shouldn’t give it too much
importance. All this is a bit frightening
because people like this are being con-
sidered for the presidency. — AP 
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THETFORD: Toby Bulgin’s face wrinkles wor-
riedly as he surveys his farm and contem-
plates the looming vote on Britain’s EU
membership that could leave his livelihood
hanging in the balance. The sunbathed
fields, bleating lambs and birdsong on his
farm in Norfolk, eastern England, seem a
long way from the European Union’s corri-
dors of power in Brussels. But Bulgin fears
that if Britain leaves the EU, it could deal a
hammer blow to the nation’s already-ailing
agriculture sector.

As part of an EU sustainable agriculture
drive, it subsidizes Bulgin to flood some
fields to create a habitat for wading birds,
the money compensating for the loss of
space in which to rear cattle. “At the
moment, we get our single farm payment,
which, I presume, if we come out of the EU,
could well end,” he said while inspecting a
flock of newborn lambs from his four-wheel
drive vehicle. “I think the government would
do trade deals which would be very, very
negative for British agriculture,” he said of a
post-Brexit world. “If there is no threat to
make them do what they should be doing,
they are  going to be a nightmare,” he
added.

Uncertainty over subsidies    
British farms are heavily subsidized by

the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy, with

payments flowing from Brussels depending
on the size and type of farm, along with its
environmental program. A typical British
farmer receives £27,000 pounds
($38,000/34,000 euros) per year-more than
the salary of a new teacher-according to a
report by the Institute for European
Environmental Policy (IEEP). Grants account
for 30 to 40 percent of Bulgin’s income, but
can far exceed 50 percent on other farms.

The referendum on whether Britain should
to remain in the EU or leave will be held on
June 23. There are no certainties about the
future for the nation’s farmers if Britain
leaves the EU and the 28-country bloc’s sub-
sidy system. “There is no such thing as a
cheap lunch,” warned Bulgin, plunging his
pitchfork into a mound of hay destined for
the sheep pen. “Somewhere along the line,
either the consumer has to pay more money

for food, or the farmer has to be subsidized
to produce cheap food. “If we don’t have
subsidies and the rest of Europe has subsi-
dies, farmers here won’t last,” he added.

Fear of the unknown
Farming Minister George Eustice is also in

favor of leaving the union, but has struck a
more reassuring note. “The UK government
will continue to give farmers and the envi-

ronment as much support-or perhaps even
more-as they get now,” he recently told farm-
ers. But the soothing words have been offset
by concerns over post-Brexit uncertainties.
“Farmers are in a bad economic situation to
begin with,” said Allan Buckwell, author of the
IEEP report. The instability caused by Britain’s
EU divorce negotiations could trigger “a seri-
ous depression or recession in British agricul-
ture,” warned the professor. — AFP 

THETFORD: British farmer Tony Bulgin checks a cow at his farm in Thetford,
Norfolk, south east England. — AFP 

Saudi Arabia bans Iran’s 
Mahan Air over safety

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s aviation authority has banned Iran’s
Mahan Air from using its airports and air space over safety
concerns. The General Authority for Civil Aviation said it
decided to “stop completely permits granted to Iran’s
Mahan Air, ban it from landing in the kingdom’s airports or
passing through its air space,” according to a statement car-
ried by the official Saudi Press Agency. The authority cited
“violations of national regulations related to safety of inter-
national carriers”, without giving any details. Saudi Arabia
severed all air links with Iran in January after the two coun-
tries cut diplomatic ties following Riyadh’s execution of
prominent Shiite cleric Nimr Al-Nimr. In Iran, civil aviation
official Ebrahim Moradi said the Saudi ban would have no
impact because the country’s planes had already halted
flights into the kingdom’s air space. “Since the break in rela-
tions, Iranian airlines have had no plans for flights to Saudi
Arabia and have not used Saudi airspace,” he said. 

News
i n  b r i e f

Puerto Rico lawmakers eye 
potential debt moratorium

SAN JUAN: Puerto Rico’s lawmakers yesterday were debating
whether to declare a moratorium on servicing the US common-
wealth’s crushing $70 billion debt. Governor Alejandro Garcia
Padilla is backing the bill to stop the loan payments as what he
sees as the best way to guarantee services for the 3.5 million res-
idents of the US territory in the Caribbean, in the absence of a
US bailout. The Senate approved the bill early Tuesday. The US
Congress so far has not granted the island the right to enter
bankruptcy protection, as the White House and Puerto Rican
governor have sought. Puerto Rico has been locked in recession
for a decade, and defaulted on some debt payments at the
beginning of the year. Despite sweeping spending cuts and
some policy reforms, Puerto Rico has not been able to stop the
deterioration of its budget deficit. 

DUBAI: Qatar National Bank yesterday reported a 7.1
percent rise in first-quarter net profit, beating analysts’
forecasts as the largest bank in the Gulf Arab region
continued growing strongly despite the impact of low-
er oil prices. The bank, half owned by Qatar’s sovereign
wealth fund, said net profit was 2.9 billion riyals
($796.5 million) in the three months to Mar 31.
Analysts at EFG Hermes and SICO Bahrain had expect-
ed a profit of 2.77 billion and 2.71 billion riyals, respec-
tively. Low oil prices have taken their toll on some of
the Gulf region’s banks, complicating plans to raise
capital to meet demands of regulators, as well as
squeezing available liquidity to lend to local
economies.

QNB’s loan growth though, at 16.4 percent year on
year to 402 bil l ion riyals,  remained strong.
Government spending on infrastructure and projects
linked to the 2022 soccer World Cup has been a major
source of credit growth in the country. “We see the
results in a positive light due to stable loan growth
and significant decline in provisions; however, contin-
ued pressure on net interest margins and the health of
its associates remain a concern,” Naveed Ahmed at
Global Investment House, said. He calculated that
QNB’s provisioning for bad debts declined 75.8 per-
cent year on year.

Devaluation
QNB has ambitions to become the largest bank in

the Middle East and Africa by 2017. I t has now
achieved that target, according to Thomson Reuters
data, overtaking at the end of last year the previous
largest lender by assets, South Africa’s Standard Bank.
The achievement was aided by the significant depreci-
ation in the value of the South African Rand in the sec-
ond half of 2015. QNB has grown partly via acquisi-
tions, including a deal in December to buy Turkey’s
Finansbank from National Bank of Greece for 2.7 billion
euros.  It also bought Societe Generale’s Egyptian busi-
ness for $2 billion in 2013, and took a 23.5 percent
stake in pan-African lender Ecobank International a
year later.

QNB’s loan growth pushed net interest income 4.3
percent higher to 3.3 billion riyals, helping to offset
small declines in income from fees and commissions
and foreign exchange. The bank’s asset base rose 9.7
percent to 550 billion riyals despite the impact of the
devaluation of Egypt’s currency last month. — Reuters

The move by the north African country to reduce
the Egyptian pound’s value by 14.5 percent to help to
alleviate a currency crisis, effectively wiped out 7 billion
riyals of QNB’s assets and 5 billion riyals of its deposits,
the bank said. Deposits stood at 403 billion riyals on
Mar. 31, up 10.1 percent year on year. Finansbank is
likely be incorporated into the bank’s financial results in
the second quarter, QNB said. — Reuters

LONDON: Europe’s major economies
ended the first quarter on a sour note,
with lacklustre growth in nearly all key
business surveys, as jitters about a global
slowdown and fears Britons may vote to
leave the European Union weighed on
demand. The latest Purchasing Managers
Indexes will  make glum reading for
European Central Bank policymakers,
coming just weeks after they unleashed a
bold easing package in their latest
attempt to spur growth and inflation in
the currency bloc.

So far there is scant evidence the stim-
ulus has had much effect and they will be
particularly concerned by survey evi-
dence showing companies cut prices
again last month. “It really dents hopes
that the weakness we saw in January and
February is just related to temporary con-
cerns about the global economy. There is
something more fundamental going on,”
said Jennifer McKeown at Capital
Economics.

“Without ECB stimulus I suspect that
things would have been a lot worse but it
certainly is evidence that we are still in a
deflationary environment in the euro
zone. There is a real risk going forward

that households start to put off purchas-
es.” The ECB targets inflation just below 2
percent, but flash data showed last week
it was -0.1 percent in March. Producer
prices fell  more than expected in
February and the pace of their monthly
decline increased, excluding volatile
energy prices. There are few signs the lat-
est round of stimulus has had much
impact on growth either. Markit’s final
composite PMI for the bloc, seen as a
good guide to growth, barely improved
on February’s 13-month low of 53.0,
nudging up to 53.1.

That was above the 50-mark that
divides growth from contraction but
down from an earlier flash estimate of
53.7, pointing to first quarter growth of
0.3 percent, Markit said, weaker than the
0.4 percent prediction in a March Reuters
poll. Across the channel in Britain, which
doesn’t use the euro, its PMI recovered
only slightly last month after reaching its
lowest in nearly three years in February.
Markit said the reading pointed to first
quarter growth of 0.4 percent, in line with
the latest Reuters poll, but below the 0.6
percent growth recorded in the previous
three months. “Investment is starting to

take a pause for breath while everyone
waits for the referendum to come and
go,” said Alan Clarke at Scotiabank.

Britain will  hold a referendum on
whether to leave the EU on June 23. A
poll of businesses on Monday showed
the possibility of a vote in favor of leaving
was causing companies to put invest-
ment plans on hold. Investors are also
concerned about a hard landing in China,
which would send shockwaves around
the world. Analysts still suspect more
government support will be needed from
Beijing. International Monetary Fund
Managing Director Christine Lagarde yes-
terday turned up the volume on her calls
for stronger action by the world’s
economies to boost growth, warning
downside risks were increasing without
decisive action.

Downs and ups
Price-cutting failed to stem a slide in

the PMI for the euro zone’s dominant
service industries. It fell to a 14-month
low of 53.1 from 53.3, a steep decline
from the flash 54.0 estimate. New busi-
ness growth also decelerated, and the
sub-index fell to a 14-month low of 52.7

from February’s 53.4. France’s composite
PMI, which includes both services and
manufacturing, only rose to the
breakeven 50 mark while Germany’s sug-
gested the slowest pace of growth in
eight months in March. The fall in the
German index comes after official data
earlier on Tuesday showed industrial
orders unexpectedly dropped 1.2 percent
in February due to weaker foreign
demand. They had been expected to rise
0.2 percent.

“Today’s weak new-order reading to
some extent exaggerates the actual situ-
ation in the manufacturing industry,” said
Thomas Strobel at UniCredit. “However,
sluggish global trade, in particular due to
low economic activity in China and
emerging Asian markets, poses downside
risks to German exporters.” In more
upbeat news, Spain’s services industry,
worth around half the country’s econom-
ic output, expanded in March at its
fastest pace since November. Growth in
Ireland’s services businesses also
strengthened in March. Official data
showed euro zone retail sales rose 0.2
percent in February, beating expectations
for no change. — Reuters

Europe major economies end 

first quarter on a sour note 
Bloc’s economy probably grew 0.3% in Q1 

British farmer fears losing Brussels lifeline

THETFORD: A picture shows lambs in a pen at the farm of British farmer Tony
Bulgin in Thetford, Norfolk, south east England. — AFP 

Yemeni airport security and transportation officials
greet a plane from the Iranian private airline,
Mahan Air after it lands in Sanaa, Yemen.  — AP 

Bahrain’s BBK marketing 
convertible capital bonds 

DUBAI: BBK, formerly known as Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait, has
started marketing convertible securities to investors which will
boost its capital reserves, it said in a bourse statement yesterday.
The instruments-which have a perpetual tenor and will enhance
the bank’s Tier 1, or core, capital-are being offered at 1 dinar
($2.65) each and carry an annual interest rate of 8.25 percent.
The securities are being marketed between Apr 3 and Apr 18,
according to the filing. In February, the bank’s chief executive
told Reuters that BBK planned to issue a 100 million dinar
($265.3 million) convertible bond by the end of March to boost
its capital ratios. The bank, Bahrain’s fourth-largest by assets, had
a capital adequacy ratio, a key indicator of its financial health, of
14.87 percent at the end of December, above a minimum
requirement of 12.5 percent. 

India’s Central Bank 
cuts key interest rate 

NEW DELHI: India’s central bank yesterday cut its key inter-
est rate to a five-year low of 6.5 percent citing a dip in infla-
tion, in line with economists’ expectations. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) said it would lower the benchmark repo
rate, the level at which it lends to commercial banks, by 25
basis points down from 6.75 percent. “Retail inflation meas-
ured by the consumer price index (CPI) dropped sharply in
February after rising for six consecutive months,” RBI gover-
nor Raghuram Rajan said in a statement following the RBI’s
first policy meeting of the fiscal year 2016-17. In a
Bloomberg News survey of 42 economists, 36 had expect-
ed a cut of 25 basis points, while four had expected a deep-
er cut of 50 basis points and two foresaw no change. 

BANGALORE: Customers share a conversation at
The Biere Club in Bangalore. — AFP 

MEXICO CITY: Customers are seen inside a business offering money transfers and loans in Mexico City. US
Republican Presidential frontrunner Donald Trump is threatening to block billions of dollars in US remittances to
force Mexico to pay for his proposed border wall. — AP 
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Gold slips 1%; dollar 
recover some losses

NEW YORK: People walk past the Nasdaq MarketSite in New York. —AP 

LONDON: Gold fell 1 percent yesterday
as a recovery in equities and the dollar
prompted some profit-taking after
Tuesday’s rally, though price moves were
muted as traders awaited the minutes of
the US Federal Reserve’s last policy
meeting. The minutes, due to be pub-
lished at 1800 GMT, will be scrutinized
for clues on the outlook for US monetary
policy and any signs of dissent over the
central bank’s decision to leave interest
rates on hold at its March meeting.

Gold, which is sensitive to rate
increases as they lift the opportunity
cost of holding the non-interest-
yielding metal, posted its biggest quar-
terly rise in nearly 30 years in the first
three months of 2016 as expectations
for rate rises faded. The metal rose 1.8
percent on Tuesday as equity markets
sold off, fuelling interest in gold as an
alternative asset, but it has since
declined as stocks recovered in Europe
and the dollar arrested its slide against a
basket of currencies. Spot gold was
down 0.8 percent to $1,221.26 an ounce
at 1400 GMT, while US gold futures for
June delivery were down $6.60 an
ounce at $1,223.00.

“We’ve seen some profit taking by
some very short-term orientated, specu-
lative market participants, due to the
stronger dollar,” Commerzbank analyst

Daniel Briesemann. “We wouldn’t rule
out gold heading a little lower, but
nonetheless it should be well supported
because of the very loose monetary pur-
sued by the central banks, and tonight’s
minutes from the FOMC, which should
give support.” US Fed Chair Janet Yellen
sparked a rally in gold late last month
after saying that the central bank should
remain cautious about further rate rises,
but recent hawkish comments have
capped gains in the market. Boston
Federal Reserve President Eric
Rosengren and Chicago Fed President
Charles Evans indicated this week that
the market view about rate rises was
pessimistic.

“The FOMC committee needs to show
solidarity with respect to a rate hike, and
as long as we are lacking that, their mes-
sage will be vague and spawn more
volatility,” Ava Trade’s chief market ana-
lyst Naeem Aslam said. Holdings of the
world’s largest gold-backed exchange-
traded fund, New York-listed SPDR Gold
Shares, fell 0.28 tons to 815.44 tons on
Tuesday, data from the fund showed. It
reported this year’s first weekly outflow
last week. Among other precious metals,
silver was down 0.7 percent at $15.02 an
ounce, platinum was down 1.2 percent
at $938.85 and palladium was down 0.3
percent at $541.80. —Reuters

TOKYO: Asian share prices won some reprieve
yesterday after a sharp fall in the previous session,
but gains were modest as soft economic data
from the United States and Europe cast a shadow
on the global economic outlook. MSCI’s broadest
index of Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan was up
0.1 percent in the early trade, a day after it fell 1.6
percent, its biggest fall in almost two months.
Japan’s Nikkei was flat after Tuesday’s 2.4 percent
fall. On Wall Street, the S&P 500 lost 1.01 percent
on Tuesday as investors took profits on recent
gains ahead of a quarterly reporting season that
is expected to reveal sharply lower earnings.

In addition, the US trade deficit widened more

than expected in February in the latest indication
that economic growth in the world’s largest econo-
my weakened further in the first quarter. The data
prompted economists to cut their first-quarter
gross domestic product growth estimates by as
much as half a percentage point to as low as a 0.4
percent annualized rate, which would be its slow-
est growth in two years. In Europe, the FTSEurofirst
300 share index dropped 1.9 percent to its lowest
level since late February, led by 2.6 percent slide in
Germany’s DAX index after data showed industrial
orders in Germany, Europe’s largest economy,
unexpectedly fell 1.2 percent in February.

Adding to the gloom, International Monetary

Fund Managing Director Christine Lagarde said
on Tuesday that the global economy is recovering
but growth is fragile and weak, and risks are
increasing. “Her comments raised expectations
that the IMF’s global economic forecast due next
week will be revised down,” said Masahiro
Ichikawa, senior strategist at Sumitomo Mitsui
Asset Management. Investors also bought back
the yen, a low-yield currency that investors often
sell to seek higher yields elsewhere when risk
appetite is strong.

The yen hit a 17-month high of 109.92 to the
dollar on Tuesday after Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe said countries should avoid seeking

Asian shares soft; data casts shadow over global economy
to weaken their currencies with “arbitrary
intervention.” His comments dimmed any
prospects of currency intervention by the
Japanese authorities to stem the yen’s rise in
the near future, analysts said. The yen last
traded at 110.44. The euro was little
changed at $1.1379, hovering not far from
its 5 1/2-month high of $1.1438. The safe-
haven Swiss franc hit a 5-1/2-month high of
0.9547 franc per dollar on Tuesday and last
traded at 0.9566 franc to the dollar.

Investors were also attracted to the safe-
ty of bonds, pushing down yields of top-rat-
ed government debt. German 10-year yield
fell below 0.10 percent for the first time
since April last year, edging near its record
low of around 0.05 percent touched almost
a year ago. The 10-year US Treasuries yield
dropped to a five-week low of 1.715 per-
cent, having fallen almost 0.3 percentage
point from its March 16 peak of 2.002 per-
cent. The two-year yield fell to a near six-

week low of 0.716 percent while traders
reduced bets on a Fed rate hike in June fur-
ther. Interest rates futures are pricing in
about 20 percent chances of a June rate
hike, compared to more than 50 percent in
mid-March.

Oil prices extended their rebound after
Kuwait insisted major producers will agree
to freeze output later this month even as
key player Iran continued to balk at the plan.
The market was also helped by data on US
crude supply-demand for last week from
industry group American Petroleum
Institute (API) showing a surprise draw of 4.3
million barrels. Brent crude futures rose 1.6
percent to $38.48 per barrel, off one-month
low of $37.27 hit on Tuesday. US crude
futures jumped 2.5 percent to $36.75 a bar-
rel. On the other hand, copper, which fell to
a one-month low of $4,751 a ton on
Tuesday, remained soft, standing little
changed at $4,774. —Reuters

ZURICH: Swiss commodities giant
Glencore announced yesterday it was
selling nearly half of its vast agricul-
ture business to a Canadian pension
fund for $2.5 billion (2.2 billion euros),
in cash. Glencore said it would sell 40
percent of its Agricultural Products
business to a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of the Canada Pension Plan
Investment Board (CPPIB). “The pro-
ceeds from the transaction will be
used by Glencore to reduce net
indebtedness,” said the company,
which is undergoing a dramatic
restructuring to trim its towering
debt. The deal announced yesterday,
which is subject to regulatory
approvals and is expected to close
during the second half of the year, val-
ues Glencore’s entire Agricultural
Products business at $6.25 billion.

It also recognizes $600 million in debt
and $3.0 billion in working capital, which
Glencore said it “intends to finance with
short term debt on closing.” “We are
pleased to be partnering with CPPIB as
we embark on the next stage of the
development of Glencore Agri,” Glencore
chief Ivan Glasenberg said in the state-
ment. The deal is only the latest in a long
line of shifts Glencore has announced in
recent months to cut back its debt-load,
which at the end of 2015 stood at nearly
$26 billion, including scrapping its divi-
dend, suspending production at a num-
ber of mines, and selling off assets.

Mark Jenkins, the senior managing
director at CPPIB also hailed the deal.
“As an asset class, agriculture is an
excellent fit for a long-term investor
like CPPIB, and we are excited about
the opportunity to acquire a signifi-
cant stake in Glencore Agri,” he said. At
arm’s length from the Canadian gov-
ernment, the CPPIB invests the funds
not needed by the Canada Pension
Plan (CPP) to pay current benefits to
19 million pension contributors, plac-
ing the funds in equities, real estate,
infrastructure, and fixed income
instruments. At the end of 2015, the
CPP Fund totalled nearly $283 billion. 

Glencore Agri meanwhile trades
major agricultural commodities like
grains, oilseeds products, rice, sugar
and cotton, and counts more than 200
storage facilities, 31 processing facili-
ties, and 23 ports worldwide. When
the deal closes, Glencore Agri will con-
tinue to be run by current chief Chris
Mahoney and will be governed by its
own board of directors, including two
appointed by CPPIB and two appoint-
ed by Glencore. 

In addition, the two sides have
agreed to an initial four-year lock-up
period during which Glencore can sell
CPPIB up to a further 20-percent
stake in the agri-business, and to a
provision allowing either side to call
for the business to go public after
eight years. —AFP

Glencore sells its 
agri-business stake to
Canada’s pension fund 



WASHINGTON: The US lambastes and
strong-arms countries that help drug
lords and millionaire investors hide their
money from tax collectors. Critics say it
should look closer to home.  America itself
is emerging as a top tax haven alongside
the likes of Switzerland, the Cayman
Islands and Panama, those seeking reform
of the international tax system say. And
states such as Delaware, Nevada, South
Dakota and Wyoming, in particular, are
competing with each other to provide for-
eigners with the secrecy they crave.
“There’s a big neon sign saying the US is
open to tax cheats,” says John Christensen,
executive director of the Tax Justice
Network.

America’s openness to foreign tax
evaders is coming under new scrutiny
after the leak this week of 11.5 million
confidential documents from a
Panamanian law firm. The Panama Papers
show how some of the world’s richest
people hide assets in shell companies to
avoid paying taxes.  Christensen’s group,
which campaigns for a global crackdown
on tax evaders, says the United States
ranks third in the world in financial secre-
cy, behind Switzerland and Hong Kong
but ahead of notorious tax havens such as
the Cayman Islands and Luxembourg.  

2010 law
Under a 2010 law, passed after it was

learned that the Swiss bank UBS helped
thousands of Americans evade US taxes,
the United States demands that banks
and other financial institutions disclose

information on Americans abroad to
make sure they pay their US taxes. But the
US doesn’t automatically return the favor.
More than 90 countries have signed on to
a 2014 information-sharing agreement set
up by the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development; the US is
among the few that haven’t joined. 

American banks don’t even collect the
kind of information foreign countries
would need to identify tax dodgers. “The
banking lobby has resisted changes in the
law that would allow more sharing of
data,” says Peter Cotorceanu, a Zurich-
based lawyer who specializes in private
banking. In a report last year, the Tax

Justice Network complained that
“Washington’s independent-minded
approach risks tearing a giant hole in
international efforts to crack down on tax
evasion, money laundering and financial
crime.” It said foreign elites have “used the
United States as a bolt-hole for looted
wealth.”  — AP 

TOKYO: Bank of Japan policymakers will likely
debate the possibility of easing monetary policy
further at a rate review this month, as a raft of
gloomy data threatens their scenario that a
moderate economic recovery will accelerate
inflation towards a 2 percent target, sources
familiar with their thinking said.

If the central bank were to act, it would more
likely increase asset purchases than cut interest
rates, the sources said, as financial institutions
are still scrambling to adjust to a negative rate
policy deployed in January. But a decision on
whether to ease at the April 27-28 review will be
a close call as many BOJ officials are wary of
using their limited policy tools again so soon,
especially as the negative rate move has proved
unpopular among the public.

“It will be a question of whether the BOJ feels
it has forestalled risks in January or whether
they feel that January’s action wasn’t enough,”
said one of the people familiar with the BOJ’s
thinking. The BOJ stunned markets in January
by adding negative interest rates to its massive
asset-buying program, dubbed “quantitative

and qualitative easing,” to forestall the risk of
external headwinds derailing a fragile economic
recovery. But the move failed to boost stock
prices or arrest an unwelcome yen rise, drawing
criticism from lawmakers and investors as con-
fusing rather than calming markets.

Weak data deepens dilemma
A slew of weak data has since kept the BOJ

on edge. Business sentiment soured and corpo-
rate inflation expectations weakened in January-
March, the BOJ’s “tankan” survey showed, cast-
ing doubt on the bank’s argument that aggres-
sive money printing will prompt firms to boost
spending in anticipation of future price rises.
Japanese stock prices have slumped on
investors’ concerns that sluggish emerging mar-
ket demand and the yen’s rebound will hurt cor-
porate profits, threatening to undermine the
BOJ’s efforts to brighten public sentiment with
bold monetary action.

BOJ Governor Haruhiko Kuroda has insisted
that Japan’s economic recovery remains intact,
and blamed sharp declines in oil prices for keep-

ing inflation roughly flat. While many BOJ offi-
cials agree with Kuroda that Japan’s fundamen-
tals remain solid, some worry the economy is
losing the momentum needed to push up infla-
tion as weak exports and household spending
threaten to tip Japan into recession. Sources
have told Reuters that the BOJ is likely to slash
its inflation forecasts in a quarterly review to be
conducted at the April meeting, and push back
the timing for hitting its 2 percent target.

That will heighten pressure on the BOJ to
ease again. But many board members are hesi-
tant of doing so now, with some openly ques-
tioning the merits of pushing down already low
borrowing costs with unconventional policy
steps. Kuroda told parliament yesterday that
financial market moves would be among key fac-
tors in deciding whether to act, suggesting the
likelihood of an April easing may depend on how
the yen and stock prices perform ahead of the
meeting. “We need to take a comprehensive look
at various factors in deciding (the best mix of
steps) at the time, including market moves, par-
ticularly those in Japan,” Kuroda said. — Reuters
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SYDNEY: Australia’s central bank held
interest rates at a record low but indicated
it could cut them in the future as recent
strength in the domestic currency threat-
ens to derail economic growth. The econo-
my’s bumpy transition away from resource-
based growth after an unprecedented
surge in mining investment has been hurt
by a slowdown in China, its largest trading
partner, and plunging commodity prices.
While GDP expanded by a better-than-
expected 3.0 percent last year, the recent
buoyancy in the housing market which has
helped to support growth has softened,
while consumer sentiment is weakening.

The Reserve Bank of Australia warned
that the climbing Australian dollar, a com-
modity-linked currency, would jeopardize
the economy’s transition. Exports from
non-resources sectors as well as services
industries would be hurt by an increasing
exchange rate. “The Australian dollar has
appreciated somewhat recently,” RBA gov-
ernor Glenn Stevens said in a statement
after the monthly board meeting,
acknowledging the recent rise in com-
modity prices and easing moves by other
central banks. “Under present circum-
stances, an appreciating exchange rate
could complicate the adjustment under
way in the economy.”

The local unit went from 75.84 US cents
to 76.23 US cents after the statement,

reflecting investors’ disappointment that
Stevens did not use stronger language to
try to talk down the dollar. At the last
monthly meeting on March 1, it traded
around 71.40 US cents. “The key takeaway
for me is that they’ve made it clear that
they don’t want a stronger currency,”
National Australia Bank’s co-head of FX
strategy Ray Attri l l  said. “I t  arguably
implies ‘we don’t like it but there’s not
much we can do about it’.” The central bank
also highlighted the global low inflation
environment and said consumer prices in
Australia are “likely to remain low over the
next year or two”.

“Continued low inflation would provide
scope for easier policy, should that be
appropriate to lend support to demand,”
Stevens said. Analysts said while the con-
sumer price index-which has been below
the RBA’s target band of two to three per-
cent for several months-was likely to
increase in the first quarter of this year, fur-
ther currency rises could soften inflation.
“If the Aussie dollar strength continues
through (the second-quarter), CPI will
weaken providing a case for a potential cut
in (the second half ),” IG Markets’ Angus
Nicholson said in a note. The Reserve Bank
has slashed rates by 275 basis points since
November 2011 to boost the economy,
but it has been almost a year since its last
cut in May 2015. — AFP 

Australia central bank holds 

interest rate at a record low

TOKYO: A man takes a photo in front of an electronic stock indicator of a securities firm in Tokyo.  — AP 

BOJ likely to debate 

possibility of easing 
Many in BOJ wary of using diminishing policy tools 

SHANGHAI: A man rides an escalator in front of high rise buildings in the financial district Lujiazui in
Shanghai yesterday. — AFP 

SHANGHAI: China is considering a plan that
would allow banks to swap bad debts for equity
in the borrowing firm, according to reports, as
the banking sector faces mounting bad loans
and slowing growth in the world’s second-largest
economy. Under the proposed scheme, banks
would write down debts of companies in return
for equity stakes, business magazine Caixin said.
The government could allow swaps for as much
as 1.0 trillion yuan ($155 billion), it said, quoting
an executive at the China Development Bank.

Authorities could approve the move as early
as this month, Bloomberg News reported
Tuesday, quoting a person with knowledge of
the matter. The move could lead to the owner-
ship of some struggling Chinese companies
changing-in developed economies, such debt-
for-equity swaps frequently dilute existing share-
holders on a huge scale, effectively handing over
the company to its creditors. But enabling ineffi-
cient companies to shed debt could prop them

up instead of pressuring them to go bankrupt,
analysts said, reducing the impetus for market-
oriented reforms. “Bank ownership stakes in
clients would result in moral hazard issues,
amplifying long-term financial risks,” Nomura
said in a note.

The speculation follows flat growth in net
profits and rising bad loans at the nation’s
biggest banks last year. The Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) - the nation’s
biggest bank-eked out a 0.48 percent rise in net
profit to 277.13 billion yuan as its non-perform-
ing loan (NPL) ratio rose to 1.50 percent in 2015
from 1.13 percent the year before. China
Construction Bank, the country’s second-largest
lender, reported flat growth in net profit last year,
as bad loans reached 1.58 percent, up from 1.19
percent in 2014. Nomura said the move could
lower risk in the banking system in the short
term, “but we do not view this as the ultimate
solution to the NPL problem”. — AFP 

China considers debt-equity-swaps for banks

SYDNEY: Westpac Bank has vowed
to “vigorously defend” itself against
allegations it manipulated the inter-
bank lending rate after Australia’s
corporate regulator launched legal
action against the financial giant,
the second case in a lengthy investi-
gation. The Australian Securities
and Investments Commission (ASIC)
said it began legal action Tuesday
against Westpac in the federal court
for manipulating a key market inter-
est rate, which is used as a bench-
mark in domestic financial markets,
from April 6, 2010 to June 6, 2012.

“ASIC contends that, on 16 occa-
sions... Westpac traded Prime Bank
Bills in the Bank Bill Market with the
intention and likely effect of influ-
encing the setting of the bank bill
swap reference rate (BBSW) to its
advantage and to the disadvantage
of parties to certain products who
had an opposite exposure to the
BBSW,” court documents said. The
documents quoted Westpac man-
aging director for group treasury,
Colin Roden, in a telephone conver-
sation with another trader in 2010,
as saying: “I knew it was completely
wrong but fuck it, I might as well, I
thought fuck it.  “We’ve got so much
money on it, we just had to do it,
right.” Westpac’s group chief finan-

cial officer Peter King said the bank
“will be vigorously defending ASIC’s
allegations in court”.

“We reject the allegations made
by ASIC and do not believe
Westpac, or any employee, has act-
ed unlawfully in relation to the
instances detailed by ASIC,” he
added in a statement late Tuesday.
The global financial sector has been
hit by recent scandals such as the
rigging of the Libor (the London
Interbank Offered Rate) interest rate
and foreign exchange rates. Major
banks have been slapped with bil-
lions of dollars in fines by US and
British regulators and others are fac-
ing court.  

The legal proceedings against
Westpac follow similar court action
against ANZ Bank in an ongoing
three-year probe by ASIC, adding to
the woes of a banking sector
already under scrutiny over rising
bad debts in the resources sector
and a softening housing market.
Global banks RBS, UBS and BNP
Paribas were fined between Aus$1
million (US$750,000) and Aus$1.6
million by ASIC for potential mis-
conduct involving the bank bill
swap rate in 2013 and 2014. Shares
in Westpac closed 1.55 percent low-
er at Aus$28.68 in Sydney. — AFP 

Westpac Bank faces 

court amid probe

SYDNEY: People pass a man begging for change along a street in the central
business district of Sydney. Australia’s central bank held interest rates at a
record low but indicated it could cut them in the future as recent strength in
the domestic currency threatens to derail economic growth. — AFP 

US is emerging as a tax haven 

SUNNY ISLE: Condo buildings line the beach in Sunny Isle, Florida. A report by the International
Consortium of Investigative Journalists referred to as the ‘Panama Papers,’ based on information
anonymously leaked from the Panamanian law firm Mossack Fonesca, indicates possible connections
between condo purchases in South Florida and money laundering. — AFP 



B U S I N E S S
THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2016

DJIBOUTI: The tiny Horn of Africa nation of
Djibouti, which votes tomorrow in presiden-
tial elections, is hitching its wagon to the star
of neighboring Ethiopia with a series of cross-
border projects funded mainly by China, the
new power-broker in the region. Djibouti’s
President Ismael Omar Guelleh, in power
since 1999, is seeking a fourth term as head of
the former French colony that sits at the
entrance to the Red Sea and Suez Canal.

The vote, which the opposition has already
branded a sham, will test support for a series
of infrastructure projects that aim to increase
the already outsized influence of the country
of around 800,000 people, home to America’s
biggest-and only permanent-military base in
Africa. Djibouti has been in the lucrative posi-
tion of offering landlocked Ethiopia its only
access to the sea since Ethiopia went to war
with Eritrea next door in 1998. During the
two-year conflict, Addis Ababa relied on

Djibouti’s main port to import weapons.
Since then Ethiopia’s economy has grown

exponentially, and with it the tide of imports
flowing through Djibouti to the country of 97
million people, which accounts for 86 percent
of all goods transiting through Djiboutian
ports. Not content to rely on passing trade
and playing host to the military bases of sev-
eral world powers, Djibouti is now looking to
play a bigger role in east Africa, in tandem
with fast-growing Ethiopia. “Even if the coun-
try has a very good strategic location, small
economies like ours need to be integrated
into regional development efforts,” Foreign
Minister Mahamoud Ali Youssouf said.

A ‘model’ for east Africa 
In 2011, Djibouti was hooked up to

Ethiopia’s electricity grid. Two further inter-
connectors are planned, one of which could
transport Ethiopian power across the Red Sea

to Yemen. A 752-kilometre railway line linking
the city of Djibouti to Ethiopia’s capital Addis
Ababa is scheduled to open soon, with anoth-
er line for exporting potassium from the
northern Ethiopian city of Mekele through the
Djiboutian port of Tadjourah set to soon fol-
low. In the past year the neighbors have also
announced two major energy projects. A mul-
ti-billion-dollar pipeline will transport natural
gas from Ethiopia to a liquefaction plant and
export terminal at Damerjog in Djibouti, while
in the other direction, a planned 550-kilome-
tre pipeline will carry diesel, gasoline and jet
fuel from Djibouti’s ports to central Ethiopia.

Completing the list of cross-border proj-
ects is a water pipeline to channel drinking
water from Ethiopia to Djibouti, which like
Ethiopia is prone to droughts. “Our relation-
ship is gaining momentum”, said Tewolde
Mulugeta, spokesman for the Ethiopian for-
eign ministry, who sees the deepening ties

between the two countries as “a model” for
the region. It is a view shared in Djibouti. “The
main thing is that the development benefits
not only the two countries but also other
countries in the region,” Energy Minister Ali
Yacoub Mahamoud said. “That is why we
must combine our resources, our efforts and
our ideas”.

Chinese money 
The two countries see themselves as the

engine of closer cooperation within the
regional IGAD grouping, which also includes
Kenya, Uganda, Somalia, Sudan and South
Sudan. Ethiopia and Djibouti’s special rela-
tionship has been welcomed by China, a
major investor in the region. 

Most of Djibouti’s 14 major infrastructure
projects, which have been valued at a total
14.4 billion dollars, are being funded by
Chinese banks, including the railway line that

will halve transit times from Djibouti to Addis
Ababa. “These are very big investments,”
Djibouti’s foreign minister said, explaining
that China was “the only partner that accom-
panied us along this path.”

China is also funding the pipeline that will
transport natural gas to the port in Djibouti
for export to the Asian powerhouse, and
recently signed an accord with the Red Sea
state on the construction of a free trade zone
around 50 kilometers from Djibouti city.
Economists warn that Djibouti is becoming
too reliant on Chinese credit.  The country’s
public debt burden is forecast to rise from 60
per cent in 2015 to around 80 percent in 2017,
according to the International Monetary
Fund. “It’s a dilemma,” admits Youssouf, the
foreign minister. “The more indebted we are,
the more we depend on our creditor. But
what alternative is there?  Countries can only
develop if they have infrastructure.”— AFP 

DJIBOUTI: Workers seal packages in the port of Djibouti. Djibouti has been in the lucrative position of offering landlocked Ethiopia its only access to the sea since Ethiopia went to war with Eritrea next
door in 1998. (Right) Workers load goods at the port of Djibouti. — AFP 

Tiny Djibouti thinks big with China-backed infrastructure splurge

BANGKOK: In a downtown Bangkok mall,
ripped jeans and mirror sunglasses aimed at
fast-fashion teens show how Thai retailers are
getting ready for the next big thing - a govern-
ment stimulus package they’re betting will
revive sales after years of stagnation. The
goods are on sale in US brand Aeropostale
Inc’s first Thai store, recently opened in a joint
venture with Robinson Department Store. The
country’s third-biggest retailer plans 15 of the
shops this year, even if Aeropostale’s allure has
faded back home. Thai luxury malls, depart-
ment stores and hypermarkets are all opening
new outlets. Amid record tourism numbers,
the military government is readying long-term
stimulus spending that retailers see topping
$50 billion to support a fragile recovery from
2014, when months of street protests and a
coup brought Southeast Asia’s second-biggest
economy to a standstill.

“ The economy is recovering slowly,”
Robinson’s Chief Financial Officer, Dissatat
Wisetvara, told Reuters in an interview, target-
ing more than $5 million in sales from the
Aeropostale stores this year. “We hope the
stimulus measures will help spur the economy
and purchasing demand and start having an
impact from June.” Announced in March, with
more infrastructure spending due by June, the
stimulus comes amid signs that consumers are
ready to respond quickly. For instance, same-

store sales picked up in the fourth quarter
after the junta moved to cut some taxes to
spur end-of-year spending.

In a recent visit to the Aeropostale store in
a mall in the popular tourist district
Ratchadaphisek, 30-year-old pharmacist
Nawarat Kreukheunpetch bagged a pair of
sandals and a t-shirt bearing Aeropostale’s
New York branding. Each item cost about $14.
“I like the design and the prices are reason-
able,” she said, “and the shop also offers pro-
motion discounts, which makes it easier for
me to buy.” Before the stimulus package kicks
in, prospects for growth in a sector worth $90
billion in annual sales have been pegged at 3
percent this year by the Thai Retailers
Association (TRA), the same as in 2015. Still,
retailers hope the growth rate will tick up
towards the average of 7-8 percent per year in
the past decade.

‘Worst is over’
Thailand is expecting a record 32 million

tourists this year good news for the country’s
luxury retailers. In one response, Central Group,
a retail to real estate conglomerate, plans to
invest 6.5 billion baht ($183 million) this year to
expand its high-end Central Embassy mall in
Bangkok. Foreign retailers are also showing
growing interest: Japanese department store
operator Takashimaya Co will open its first

store in Thailand at a new mixed-use luxury
project called Icon Siam in 2017.

Retailers in the north, Bangkok and
Thailand’s islands are seeing the benefit of the
rising numbers of tourists.  Hypermarket oper-
ator Big C Supercenter Pcl has said it will
expand its chain and also add 78 smaller-sized
outlets in urban locations, while CP All aims to
open 700 new franchised 7-Eleven conven-
ience stores this year. “The worst is over for
retail,” Chatrchai Tuongratanaphan, director of
the TRA said. But it won’t be plain sailing.
Record household debt built up under the
free-spending government the junta toppled
in May 2014 remains a constraint. “We don’t
expect to see a strong (short-term) pickup giv-
en low-income earners have not fully recov-
ered,” Chatrchai said.

Any delay in infrastructure spending would
also be a risk to a recovery that remains tenta-
tive: The central bank on March 23 cut its 2016
growth forecast to 3.1 percent from 3.5 per-
cent. But that would still mean acceleration
from 2015’s 2.8 percent growth, and the gov-
ernment measures, including new tax rebates,
should act as a intermediary spur to boost
consumer spending. Citigroup economists
said the tax rebates could boost economic
growth by 0.1 percent, stoking spending by
consumers before investment in infrastructure
materializes. — Reuters

Ripped jeans, mirror shades: Thai 
retail gets hip to $50bn stimulus 
Luxury malls, department stores, hypermarkets spring up

KUWAIT: In one of the largest automotive pro-
motions of the season, Yusuf A Alghanim &
Sons Automotive, the exclusive distributor of
Chevrolet vehicles in Kuwait, surprised its loyal
customers by presenting them a valuable offer
that transcends the ordinary: Now, throughout
the months of April and May, customers get up
to KD 1000 cashback upon purchasing any of
Chevrolet vehicles, ranging from Tahoe,
Silverado, Impala, Malibu, Captiva, Trailblazers,
Cruze, and many others.

When it comes to the new Chevrolet Tahoe,
customers are bound to be amazed with its com-
pletely redesigned look: With its sculpted body
panels and an athletic stance that demands
attention as well as a quiet interior that surrounds
the driver and the passengers with premium
amenities and refined functionality?

Technological improvements have also
been made inside the new Tahoe. Thanks to
the award-winning MyLink Infotainment sys-
tem, radio, voice and navigation controls are
now integrated and operable from the large
full-color touch screen on the center console.
Enhanced connectivity and convenience are
also incorporated on the steering wheel itself,
effectively offering easy and intuitive operation
of basic functions, thus giving users more ways
of staying connected on the road.

The new Tahoe features a V8 power engine
that offers 355 horsepower, boasting a better
fuel economy than any full-size SUV in the
industry. It also incorporates a slew of new
safety technologies that contribute to a 360-
degree of occupant protection and comfort.
Standard and available features include
Remote Vehicle Start system, Front and Rear
Park Assist with Rear Camera, 6-way power
adjustable seats for both driver and front pas-
sengers as well as LED headlamps, tail lamps
and fog lamps and many more, which all have

been designed and developed to meet the
needs of drivers and passengers alike.

All customers who purchase a Chevrolet
from Yusuf A. Alghanim & Sons will receive the
benefits of the Chevrolet Care, which entails
new levels of post-sale support and trust. The
Chevrolet Care is an exceptional customer

service that is based on four main pillars: com-
petitive and transparent service costs (especial-
ly for four-wheel drive vehicles), scheduled
service appointment booking with same day
delivery, quality service by certified technicians
and 3yr/100,000km warranty with 24x7 road-
side assistance.

Chevrolet Alghanim unveils its 
biggest spring, summer offers

Up to KD 1000 cashback upon purchasing Chevrolet vehicle

MOSCOW: An elderly man looks around at a supermarket in Moscow, Russia. The World
Bank has cut its growth forecasts for the Russian economy, predicting it will contract 1.9
percent this year due to low oil prices and international sanctions, and warns of a rise in
poverty. — AP 

MOSCOW: Poverty is rising in Russia at the
fastest pace since the dark days of financial and
political crisis in the 1990s, the World Bank
warned yesterday. The organization, which
slashed its economic growth forecasts, said 20.3
million people are this year expected to be living
at or below the official poverty level of 9,662
rubles ($142) a month. Last month, the Russian
statistics service said the number of people offi-
cially living in poverty spiked nearly 20 percent
in 2015 to 19.2 million - some 13 percent of the
population.  “The projected increase in 2016
would return poverty rates to their 2007 levels,
undoing nearly a decade’s worth of gains. 

It would represent the largest increase in the
poverty rate since the 1998-1999 crisis, far
exceeding the increase observed during the
global financial crisis in 2008,” the report states,
adding that the government has little money to
spare to fight poverty.  The World Bank predicts
the economy will contract 1.9 percent this year
as it suffers from the drop in prices for its oil
exports and international sanctions. That is sig-
nificantly worse than its last estimate of a 0.7
percent contraction, made in December, and the
IMF’s forecast in January of a 1 percent contrac-
tion.

The World Bank’s chief economist for Russia,
Birgit Hansl, praised the Russian Central Bank for
limiting inflation but warned of continuing pres-
sure on government finances. “Maintaining fiscal

sustainability will become an especially pressing
challenge as low oil prices deplete fiscal buffers,”
she said in a statement. The new report is based
on estimated average oil prices of $37 per barrel
for 2016, rather than the $49 figure used in the
December report. Oil traded just below $39 per
barrel Tuesday afternoon.

Kiev’s trade war
In another development, Ukrainian Prime

Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk said he intends to
introduce a ban on oil imports from petro-giant
Russia as part of Kiev’s trade war with Moscow.
The former Soviet republic has put up stiff barri-
ers against products from Russia in reprisal for its
March 2014 annexation of Crimea and alleged
support for pro-Moscow separatists who have
been waging a two-year war in eastern Ukraine.

Moscow has its own wide-ranging trade
restrictions against Ukraine that mirror those it
imposed on the West in response to punitive
measures the United States and EU nations
slapped on Russian individuals and state-held
firms. Yatsenyuk told a government meeting that
“we have introduced a number of sanctions
against Russia. But for some reason, one of the
key elements-the purchase of Russian oil prod-
ucts-did not make this list.” He asked the econo-
my minister to “develop a mechanism for ban-
ning the purchase of oil products from the
aggressor, which Russia is.” — Agencies 

Poverty rising at the 
fastest pace in Russia 
Ukraine plans Russian oil import ban

MOSCOW: Russia believes an oil price at $45-
$50 per barrel is acceptable to allow the global
oil market to balance, as it prepares to meet
leading oil producers in Doha later this month,
sources familiar with Russian plans said yester-
day. Leading oil producers plan to meet in
Doha on April 17 to cement a preliminary deal
reached between Russia, Venezuela, Qatar and
Saudi Arabia in February to freeze oil output at
levels reached in January, to curb a surplus on
the oil market. 

“Now there is discussion of how long produc-
tion will be frozen and ways to monitor the
agreement,” one of the sources said. “The level of
$45-50 (per barrel) is acceptable from the point
of view of market balance: if prices go higher
shale oil production could start to recover.” A
Russian Energy Ministry spokeswoman con-

firmed that the information provided by the
sources was correct.

Oil producers such as Russia and Venezuela
are highly dependent on energy revenues, with
their state budgets at risk after global oil prices
fell to under $40 per barrel from over $115 in
June 2014. The Doha meeting is expected to
bring together major oil producers, including
the ex-Soviet nations Kazakhstan and
Azerbaijan, which along with Russia have seen
their currencies falling sharply on weak oil. The
key question concerns Iran, which saw its oil out-
put curtailed for years by sanctions that have
been lifted this year, and wants to bring its out-
put to pre-sanctions levels before sticking to any
agreement. Tehran plans to attend the Doha
meeting, Russian Energy Minister Alexander
Novak said this week. — Reuters

Russia sees oil price  
$45-$50 ‘acceptable’ 



SANTANDER:  In Spain’s historic port of Santander, parking is no
longer a headache, rubbish bins never overflow and grass is
watered only when needed since this northern resort became a
testing ground for “smart cities” around the world.

Thousands of sensors have transformed the metropolis,
known for the grand hotels and high-end casinos lining its beach
on Spain’s northern Atlantic coast, into a high-tech laboratory.
Four hundred alone are buried beneath streets in the city’s busy
heart to monitor whether parking spots are free or occupied.
Light panels at intersections and GPS devices direct drivers to the
nearest available parking spaces, reducing traffic congestion. “An
app allows you to pay for the parking with your smartphone and
when the time runs out, you can extend it directly without hav-
ing to go down to the street to put more coins in the meter,” said
Cristina Munoz, a 32-year-old journalist.

When Luis Munoz, an IT professor at the University of
Cantabria, pitched the idea of creating a “smart city” to Santander
officials back in 2009, he remembers the first thing they told him:
“We have a huge problem with parking”.

Seven years later, Santander, with some 175,000 residents, is a
kind of living laboratory.  With funding from the European
Commission and a handful of foreign universities, around 20,000
sensors are up, down and all around—under the asphalt, affixed
to street lamps and riding on top of city buses.

The devices, about the size of a shoebox with four antennae,
collect data on rainfall and road traffic which is sent to a control
centre to help the city provide services more efficiently and
cheaply. The pilot project has made Santander the most connect-
ed city in Europe “in terms of installed infrastructure”, said Munoz,
and has even peaked foreign curiosity.  On a recent day, the pro-
fessor welcomed a delegation from Singapore that wants to
share in the Spanish city’s experience.

Other cities such as Boston in the United States and Aarhus in
Denmark have also shown interest in working with Santander.

The city is taking part in a dozen international projects whose
results are being closely monitored at a time when cities across
the world, such as London and Tel Aviv, are deploying IT to deliv-
er services.

INTELLIGENT STREETLIGHTS 
Sensors installed in bins for inorganic waste warn when they

are full and ready to be collected.
The city receives 180 days of rainfall per year and the sensors

ensure the automatic irrigation system in public parks only starts
working when the soil is dry.

Santander will soon use sensors to ensure that its elegant
wrought-iron streetlights reduce the light they emit when no one
is nearby. With a perennial smile, 49-year-old Angel Benito
tweaks the display in the window of his shoe shop on one of
Santander’s main pedestrian thoroughfares. 

On the glass is a QR barcode which can be scanned by a
smartphone to provide information about the shop along with a
link to its online sales page.

Back in 2012, he was the first shopkeeper to display such a
code. Now there are 1,500 throughout the city. “Customers can
learn about our opening hours, our products, special offers,” he
said of the system which even allowed him to take an order from
a tourist who visited Santander on a Sunday when the shop was
closed. A smartphone app allows residents and tourists to find
shops, libraries, medical centres and transportation.  Another
provides residents information about their water consumption in
real time and sends an alert to their phone if there is a leak.

RESIDENTS CREATING APPS 
Santander Mayor Inigo de la Serna acknowledges that the

sensors raise concerns about privacy and the risk of cyber-
attacks, but he said the goal is to further develop the system.

“There is a data protection law which we must follow and that
is a guarantee,” he said. “A smart city is one where if anything hap-
pens, all services start to act automatically. For example, if there is
a crack in the pavement, a smart city should boost lighting on
that street, send an alarm to locals and automatically detour traf-
fic,” he said. The University of Cantabria holds regular meetings
with local residents to hear their ideas for apps and also helps put
them into practice. 

It helped a pregnant woman create an app that outlines the
easiest route for someone with a baby buggy, for example.

But most of the city’s residents are unaware of the extent of
the technological innovations in this ancient port. Some only use
the app which lets them know when the bus arrives.  Others
don’t even use that.  “They have to make it better known, I had no
idea, and older people who use buses more also don’t know,” said
Marina Garcia, a 19-year-old student as she waited at a bus stop
with her grandmother.  —AFP

Spanish port city becomes
global ‘smart city’ laboratory

SANTANDER: A person uses a mobile phone to read a QR code or “smart
sticker” on a public bus stop in the northern Spanish city of Santander on
March 16, 2016. —AFP
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WASHINGTON: Russia and China pres-
ent the greatest cyber security threat to
the US, but Iran is trying to increase and
spend more on its capabilities, the Navy
admiral in charge of the military’s Cyber
Command told Congress Tuesday.

Adm. Michael Rogers told the Senate
Armed Services Committee that while
the US has more overall military power
than the three countries, the gaps are
narrower when it comes to cyber war-
fare.

He said U.S. Cyber Command is mak-

ing progress building cyber mission
teams, and will have 133 fully opera-
tional by September 2018. He said that
nearly 100 teams are already conducting
cyberspace operations.

Defense Secretary Ash Carter has
beefed up the use of offensive cyber
warfare in Iraq and Syria and made
increasing the department’s cyber capa-
bilities a key goal.

As part of that, he is considering ele-
vating Cyber Command to a full, inde-
pendent military command. Currently

US Cyber Command is a sub-unit of the
military’s Strategic Command.

During testimony on Tuesday, Rogers
told senators that being designated a
full command would allow his units to
“be faster, which would generate better
mission outcomes.”

He added that it also would give him
more input into the budget process and
how to prioritize spending.

A senior U.S. official said Tuesday that
Carter believes that making Cyber
Command a full command would be

worthwhile. The official said that while
discussions with the White House are
ongoing, Carter has not yet sent his final
recommendation to the president.
Congress would also need to approve
such a change.

The official was not authorized to dis-
cuss the matter publicly and spoke on
condition of anonymity. During the
hearing, Rogers said that his major
cybersecurity concerns include attacks
against critical infrastructure in the US
and the possibility that cyber hackers

may begin breaching networks and
changing data, rather than just reading
it or stealing it. As a result, he said, offi-
cials would no longer be able to “believe
what we’re seeing,” including in data
that the military needs for critical opera-
tions.

In addition, he said that there are
increasing worries that extremist groups
and others may begin to view cyber as a
weapons system and “want to use it as a
vehicle to inflict pain against the United
States and others.” —AP

Russia, China are greatest cyberthreats, Iran is growing

This image provided by Facebook shows examples of its live video feature on the
smartphones. Facebook is rearranging the notification panel on its mobile apps
in an effort to widen the audience watching live video on its social network. —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook yesterday ramped
up its challenge to Twitter-owned Periscope
with upgrades to the social network’s live video
broadcasting feature.

People using the Live streaming feature at
Facebook will be able to “broadcast: to groups
at the social network or in scheduled “events.”
Scheduled events can even be used for online
question-and-answer sessions.  “We hope this
new ability to both broadcast and watch live
video within Groups and Events enables people
to connect more deeply with their closest
friends, family and the communities of people
who share their interests,” Facebook product
management director Fidji Simo said in a blog
post.  Facebook also began letting people
replay comments made during live broadcasts
or weigh in with reactions such as sad, angry,
love, or ‘wow,’ that were launched recently in
News Feed.

“Live Reactions appear in real time and dis-
appear quickly so broadcasters and other view-
ers can get a sense of how people are feeling at
different points during the live video - it’s like
hearing the crowd applaud and cheer,” Simo
said. Data gathered by Facebook showed that
people comment 10 times more often on live
videos than on regular videos. The social net-
work also added filters that let people personal-
ize the look of broadcasts, and planned to add

the ability to draw or doodle on videos while
they are being streamed live, according to Simo.
Facebook unveiled a section dedicated to live
broadcasts and made it simpler to search for
video. People accessing the social network from
desktop computers will be able to use a
Facebook Live Map providing “a window into
what’s happening” in the world of broadcasts.

Facebook Live launched in the middle of last
year and was initially limited to celebrities but
recently opened to a wider audience of broad-
casters.  The service allows members of the
social network in 60 countries to use smart-
phones to live stream video. The new features
were being rolled out to Facebook applications
tailored for mobile devices powered by Apple of
Android software.

Facebook has been working to tune into the
growing trend of online video, an area where
Alphabet-owned YouTube has dominated.
Celebrities and athletes have used Live to share
candid moments and field questions, according
to Facebook. Chefs have used Live to provide
cooking tips and news agencies have used the
service to broadcast breaking stories.  “We’ve
been humbled by all the amazing and creative
ways that people have used Facebook Live so
far,” Simo said. Simo saw immersive, 360-degree
video as being part of a “natural evolution” at
Facebook. —AP

Facebook raises Periscope 
challenge with video upgrades

WASHINGTON: The hackers who seriously
disrupted operations at a large hospital
chain recently and held some data hostage
broke into a computer server left vulnerable
despite urgent public warnings in 2007 and
in 2010 that it needed to be fixed with a
simple update, The Associated Press has
learned.

The hackers exploited design flaws that
had persisted on the MedStar Health Inc.
network, according to a person familiar with
the investigation who spoke on condition
of anonymity because this person was not
authorized to discuss the findings publicly.
The flaws were in a JBoss application server
supported by Red Hat Inc. and other organi-
zations, the person said.

The FBI, which is investigating, declined
to discuss how the hackers broke in. The
JBoss technology is popular because it
allows programmers to write custom-built
software tools that can be quickly made
available across a company, but security
researchers discovered it was routinely mis-
configured to allow unauthorized outside
users to gain control. The US government,
Red Hat and others issued urgent warnings
about the security problem and a related
flaw in February 2007, March 2010 and
again earlier this week. The government
warned in 2007 the problem could disrupt
operations and allow for unauthorized dis-
closures of confidential information.

Fixing the problem involved installing an
available update or manually deleting two
lines of software code. It was not immedi-
ately clear why the hospital chain, which
operates 10 hospitals in Maryland  and
Washington including the MedStar
Georgetown University Hospital, was still
vulnerable years after those warnings. The
new disclosure doesn’t diminish the poten-
tial culpability of the hackers  responsible
for the break-in, but it reveals important
details about how the crime unfolded. And
it could affect MedStar’s civil or administra-
tive exposure under US laws and regula-
tions that require health providers to exer-
cise reasonable diligence to protect their
systems.

MedStar’s assistant vice president, Ann
C. Nickles, said in a statement Tuesday to
the AP that the company “maintains con-
stant surveillance of its IT networks in con-
cert with our outside IT partners and cyber-
security experts. We continuously apply
patches and other defenses to protect the
security and confidentiality of patient and
associate information.” MedStar said
Monday its systems “are almost fully back
online,” just over a week after the March 28

hacking. The company hired experts from
Symantec Corp. to help investigate.

Nickles said Tuesday there was no evi-
dence that patient or employee records
were compromised. MedStar said in a state-
ment Friday evening to the AP that it would
not provide details about how the attack
occurred, and it criticized further media
coverage of the case as perpetuating “the
infamy of malicious attacks for airtime and
publicity” and encouraging copycat hack-
ers.

The MedStar hackers employed virus-
like software known as Samas, or “samsam,”
that scours the Internet searching for acces-
sible and vulnerable JBoss application
servers, especially ones used by hospitals.
It’s the real-world equivalent of rattling
doorknobs in a neighborhood to find
unlocked homes. When it finds one, the
software breaks in using the old vulnerabili-
ties, then can spread across the company’s
network by stealing passwords. Along the
way, it encrypts scores of digital files and
prevents access to them until victims pay
the hackers a ransom, usually between
$10,000 and $15,000.

If a victim hasn’t made safe backups of
files, there may be little choice except to
pay, although MedStar has said it paid noth-
ing. The hospital chain shut down its sys-
tems quickly after discovering the attack,
limiting its impact to archives, some imag-
ing and lab files and other duplicate
records, according to the person with inside
knowledge of the attack.

“This old issue is still somehow spread
across Internet-facing servers,” said Stefano
Di Paola and Giorgio Fedon of Minded
Security, an Italian security firm, in a joint
statement to the AP.  They discovered a
related vulnerability in the servers in 2010
that Red Hat designated its highest priority
to fix.

The FBI issued a flash message to com-
panies days after the MedStar hacking,
describing the dangers of samsam and ask-
ing for help detecting it and improving
defenses against it.  Days later, the
Homeland Security Department issued a
separate warning about samsam and
another common ransomware strain, Locky,
which tricks victims into opening email
attachments to infect computers. Cisco
Systems Inc., which has studied the attacks,
estimated there were about 2.1 million
servers around the world vulnerable to
samsam, although some may be additional-
ly protected by other layers of security. It
described the ransomware campaign as
“proving to be a profitable affair.”  —AP

Hackers broke into hospitals 
despite software flaw warnings

DUBAI: Canon Middle East, a leader in dig-
ital imaging solutions, will be the Official
Imaging Partner at World Art Dubai, the
biggest affordable art fair in the country, to
be held till April 9 at the Dubai World Trade
Centre on Sheikh Zayed Road. 

The event, which brings in 140 local,
regional and international galleries and
artists, features diverse collection of 3,000
contemporary art workspriced from $100
to $10,000, banishing the stigma of art as a
luxury exclusively for the rich.

Pravin Punjabi, Event Director,
Exhibitions & Events Management, DWTC,
said: “Our aim with World Art Dubai is to
support artists and educate the public that
art can be affordable and not just open to
a niche audience.
This is a unique
chance for visitors to
be exposed to a
diverse collection of
local and interna-
tional pieces and
find and buy art for their own walls,
regardless of what their budget might be.”

Canon Middle East is the official imag-
ing partner further displaying its commit-
ment to a new generation of digital print-
ing that enables faster, smarter and high
quality output, especially for those in cre-
ative fields like graphic arts. The company
is looking to build new propositions for
industrial applications through digital
printingin the days ahead. 

The Graphic Arts market in the EMEA
region is estimated to be worth Ä40 billion
by 2018, presenting a great opportunity
for Canon as the industry shifts from ana-
logue to digital printers. Canon is continu-
ing to invest in digital print technologies to
be able to cost-effectively print ever-more
complex applications on demand. 

Over the course of the World Art Dubai
event, Canon will present an opportunity
for interactive graffiti art, a unique and
exciting experience that allows the interac-
tive creation of virtual graffiti. Using a spe-

cially designed spray can users will be able
tocreate virtual images that appear on the
screen, generating a vibrant and colourful
work of art.  

MOSIAC WALL
The technology leader is also creating

another interactive “mosaic wall” that
uses Instagram pictures to make up the
pixels of a larger image.  Visitors will also
be able to express themselves and
become artists for the day, whilst colour-
ing in the “Dubai Skyline”. Canon Middle
East will display its iPF8400 printerat
stand F8 in Sheikh Saeed Hall and visitors
are welcome to print their photographs
and experience the quality of Canon’s

large format printers.
Anurag Agrawal,

Managing Director,
Canon Middle East
said: “Canon sup-
ports those in the
creative field both as

part of our business as well as our corpo-
rate social responsibility. We aim to pro-
vide them new insights into the
advances in digital technology and thus
strengthen their skills.  World Art Dubai
brings together young and emerging
artists and buyers who are passionate
about art and it is our privilege to sup-
port this event.”

World Art Dubai has also entered into
partnership with Repton School, one of
the leading educational communities in
the world. As the official school partner,
Repton will assist in running an inter-
school art competition for students,
‘Urban Dubai’, across the city’s range of
junior and senior schools. The top 10
winners will be given cameras by Canon
at World Art Dubai. 

The Middle East is one of the most
vibrant markets for the sale of contem-
porary art; the UAE ranks in the top 50
marketplaces, generating annual rev-
enues of over AED 13 million. 

Canon ME official imaging
partner at World Art Dubai

SANTANDER: A man works on a supercomputer at the University of Cantabria in the northern Spanish city of Santander on March
16, 2016. —AFP



LONDON: Junior doctors in English hospitals went on
strike again yesterday, withdrawing all but emergency
care in their fourth walk-out in a bitter dispute with the
government over working conditions. More than 5,000
procedures and operations in the state-run National
Health Service (NHS) have been postponed as a result of
the 48-hour action, which began at 0700 GMT. The
Department of Health condemned the strike as “irre-
sponsible and disproportionate”, noting that almost
25,000 operations have now been cancelled due to
walk-outs since January.

Johann Malawana, chairman of the junior doctors
committee at the British Medical Association (BMA)
union, said it “deeply regrets” the disruption but had “no
choice”. A new contract imposed by the government
“would be bad for the delivery of patient care in the
long term”, he said, urging ministers to return to the
negotiating table. If no agreement is reached, the BMA
intends to stage a full strike on April 26 and 27, when
junior doctors will refuse to provide even emergency
care. The strike action involves recently-qualified doc-
tors, mostly in their twenties and thirties, who are work-
ing towards becoming either consultants or communi-
ty-based general practitioners.

The government has said it would impose new

terms in August to force an end to nearly three years of
negotiations intended to provide a more consistent lev-
el of care throughout the week. Prime Minister David
Cameron’s centre-right government has promised to
create a “seven-day NHS”, where weekend care is similar
to that delivered between Monday and Friday. Officials
say the new contract will increase doctors’ basic pay and
limit working long days and nights, but the BMA dis-
putes this and has launched a legal challenge. Opinion
polls have shown the majority of the public back the
doctors, while the Patient Association advocacy group
also offered its tacit support for the latest strike.

“Doctors have a very real concern that the imposed
terms will stretch the existing resource too thinly and
will threaten the quality of patient care,” said Katherine
Murphy, chief executive of the association.  The dispute
comes as the NHS, which provides taxpayer-funded
healthcare free at the point of use, faces serious financial
challenges. Although the service was protected from
government-wide spending cuts, experts warn funding
has failed to keep up with increased demand and treat-
ment costs. “The NHS is working at or very close to its
limits and patient care will suffer unless more resources
are found,” the King’s Fund health charity warned last
month. — AFP 

English doctors stage 4th strike in bitter dispute
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LONDON: A placard sits in a hedge outside St Thomas’ Hospital in central London, as junior doctors strike
against proposed new conditions and pay rates for working unsociable hours. Thousands of operations
and procedures across England have been cancelled as a result of the 48 hour strike which began yester-
day morning. — AFP

DHAKA: Some 20 million poor Bangladeshis are still
drinking water contaminated with arsenic, two
decades after the potentially deadly toxin was dis-
covered in the supply, Human Rights Watch said yes-
terday. A new report from the rights group said
Bangladesh had failed to take the basic steps need-
ed to tackle the problem which kills an estimated
43,000 Bangladeshis every year, mostly in poor rural
areas. The problem dates back to the 1970s, when
the Bangladesh government drilled millions of shal-
low tube wells to provide villagers with clean water-
not realizing that the soil was heavily laced with nat-
urally occurring arsenic.

“Bangladesh isn’t taking basic, obvious steps to
get arsenic out of the drinking water of millions of its
rural poor,” HRW researcher Richard Pearshouse said.
“The reasons why this huge tragedy has remained so
pervasive are due to poor governance.” Bangladesh
has been building deep tube wells to source water
from beneath the arsenic-tainted soil.  But HRW said
there was no proper government oversight of the
scheme, with politicians earmarking the new wells
for their own supporters rather than putting them in
the worst-affected areas. “It means the situation is
almost as bad as 15 years ago,” said Pearshouse. The
UN’s World Health Organization has called
Bangladesh’s arsenic crisis “the largest mass poison-
ing of a population in history”.

Chronic exposure to arsenic is linked to cancers of
the liver, kidney, bladder and skin as well as heart
disease, but HRW said many victims in Bangladesh
had no access to health care. It warned that millions
of Bangladeshis would die unless the government
and international donors act to mitigate contamina-
tion. Doctors say arsenic-laced water may also cause
miscarriages, low birth weights and poor cognitive
development in children. “It’s a slow poison. You’ll be
affected with a host of life-threatening diseases
before you can even realise,” said Tariqul Islam, a
University of Chicago researcher who has worked
with thousands of affected people.

The government says it has installed around
210,000 deep tube wells over the past 12 years to
mitigate the crisis and is testing the water from mil-
lions of shallow wells for contamination. There was
no immediate response from the government to the
latest report.  But an official who asked not to be
named told AFP that individual lawmakers decided

where 50 percent of the state-funded tube wells
should be built. “It’s a government-approved policy.
The lawmakers have every opportunity to misuse
their power and divert the tube wells to their sup-
porters rather than distributing them to the people
who are affected by arsenic contamination,” he
said.— AFP 

SONARGAON: Rashida Begum shows her palms, affected by years of
drinking arsenic-laced water, at Sonargaon, on the outskirts of Dhaka,
Bangladesh. — AP 

Millions of Bangladeshis still
drinking arsenic-laced water 

Contaminated water kills 43,000 every year

CHICAGO: Top Zika investigators now
believe that the birth defect micro-
cephaly and the paralyzing Guillain-
Barre syndrome may be just the most
obvious maladies caused by the mos-
quito-borne virus. Fueling that suspi-
cion are recent discoveries of serious
brain and spinal cord infections -
including encephalitis, meningitis and
myelitis - in people exposed to Zika.
Evidence that Zika’s damage may be
more varied and widespread than ini-
tially believed adds pressure on affect-
ed countries to control mosquitoes
and prepare to provide intensive - and,
in some cases, lifelong - care to more
patients. The newly suspected disor-
ders can cause paralysis and perma-
nent disability - a clinical outlook that
adds urgency to vaccine development
efforts.

Scientists are of two minds about
why these new maladies have come
into view. The first is that, as the virus is
spreading through such large popula-
tions, it is revealing aspects of Zika that
went unnoticed in earlier outbreaks in
remote and sparsely populated areas.
The second is that the newly detected
disorders are more evidence that the
virus has evolved. “What we’re seeing
are the consequences of this virus turn-
ing from the African strain to a pan-
demic strain,” said Dr Peter Hotez, dean
of the National School of Tropical
Medicine at Baylor College of
Medicine.

The Zika outbreak was first detect-
ed in Brazil last year and is spreading
through the Americas. It has been
linked to thousands of suspected cases
of microcephaly, a typically rare birth
defect marked by unusually small head
size, signaling a problem with brain
development. Evidence linking Zika to
microcephaly prompted the World
Health Organization to declare a global
health emergency in February.

The suspicion that Zika acts directly
on nerve cells began with autopsies on
aborted and stillborn fetuses showing
the virus replicating in brain tissues. In
addition to microcephaly, researchers
reported finding other abnormalities
linked with Zika including fetal deaths,
placental insufficiency, fetal growth
retardation and injury to the central
nervous system. Doctors also are wor-
ried that Zika exposure in utero may
have hidden effects, such as behavioral
problems or learning disabilities, that
are not apparent at birth.

“If you have a virus that is toxic
enough to produce microcephaly in
someone, you could be sure that it will
produce a whole series of conditions

that we haven’t even begun to under-
stand,” said Dr. Alberto de la Vega, an
obstetrician at San Juan’s University
Hospital in Puerto Rico. First discovered
in the Zika forest of Uganda in 1947,
the virus circulated quietly in Africa
and Asia, causing rare infections and
producing mild symptoms. A 2013 out-
break in French Polynesia, the largest
at that time, led researchers to make
the Guillain-Barre link. Other neurolog-
ical effects were noted but scientists
made little of them at the time.

A rare and poorly understood con-
dition, Guillain-Barre can weaken mus-
cles and cause temporary paralysis,
often requiring patients to need respi-
rators to breathe. An estimated 32,000
people in the French Polynesia Zika
outbreak were infected, and 42
patients were confirmed to have
Guillain-Barre, a 20-fold increase in
incidence over the previous four years,
the WHO reported. Another 32
patients had other neurological disor-
ders, including encephalitis, menin-
goencephalitis, myelitis and facial
paralysis.

Guillain-Barre is an autoimmune
disorder, in which the body attacks
itself in the aftermath of an infection.
But the newly discovered brain and
spinal cord infections are known to be
caused by a different mechanism - a
direct attack on nerve cells. That has
prompted scientists to consider
whether the Zika virus also may infect
nerves directly in adults, as they
already have suspected in fetuses. In
medical journals published last month,
doctors described neurological syn-
dromes in two patients that they
attributed to Zika. Doctors in Paris
diagnosed meningoencephalitis, an
infection of both the brain and spinal
cord, in an 81-year-old man who was
hospitalized after being exposed to
Zika on a cruise.

Another French team reported
acute myelitis, a paralyzing infection of
the spinal cord, in a 15-year-old girl
who had been infected with Zika on
the French Caribbean island of
Guadeloupe. In its latest surveillance
report, the WHO said the two cases
“highlight the need to better under-
stand the range of neurological disor-
ders associated with Zika-virus infec-
tion.” Other mosquito-borne viruses -
including dengue, Japanese encephali-
tis and West Nile - are known to direct-
ly infect nerve cells in the brain and
spinal cord. But such viruses are sel-
dom associated with Guillain-Barre,
and never with microcephaly, said
Baylor’s Hotez.—Reuters

CHICAGO: A workplace exercise challenge
using pedometers and social media in a
global competition shows potential to
improve health in a study involving almost
70,000 employees in 64 countries. In the
program, office teams compete against
each other or with groups at companies in
other countries to see who can take the
most daily steps during a 100-day chal-
lenge. Workers post progress on a special
social media website - for motivation and
to egg on rival teams.

The study found workers on average
increased their daily activity by 3,500 steps,
exercised for almost one extra day per
week, reduced sitting time by about 45
minutes daily, and lost about three pounds
during the contests. Whether the changes
were lasting isn’t known. The research was
presented Sunday in Chicago at the
American College of Cardiology’s annual
meeting and published online in the
group’s medical journal.

The skinny
Dr Anand Ganesan, a cardiologist at

Flinders University in Adelaide, Australia
led the study. Researchers analyzed 2012-
14 data on yearly contests involving the
Stepathlon program, created by Stepathlon
Lifestyle Pvt. Ltd., a Mumbai, India-based
wellness company. Participation was volun-
tary and increased each year; more than
20,000 blue-collar and white collar workers
worldwide were involved in the 2014 chal-
lenge.

Not all  completed their programs
although the number of dropouts isn’t
known, Ganesan said. Full data were avail-
able for almost 37,000 workers, a little over
half the enrollees. Workers in developed
and developing nations participated, most-
ly in Asia but including Europe, North and
South America, and Africa. Ganesan said
that suggests similar programs could have
benefits in countries with poor access to
preventive health care. “Getting people to
be physically active and change their
behavior is hugely challenging” worldwide,
Ganesan said. He said the results show that

using technology in a clever way has broad
appeal and might be able to help fight the
world’s No 1 killer: Heart disease causes 18
million deaths globally each year.

Another view
Dr Jeffrey Kuvin of Tufts Medical Center,

vice chairman of the cardiology meeting,
called the program novel and the results
tantalizing given that short-term benefits
were seen on such a large scale, although
he said more follow-up is needed. “If we can
increase exercise and decrease sitting ...
clearly we are going to make some head-
way in reducing cardiovascular risk,” he said.

A testimonial
Nikita Sharma, 28, a customer service

agent for DHL Express in Mumbai partici-
pated in her company’s Stepathlon chal-
lenge last year. In an email message, she
said the program motivated her to change
her lifestyle. During the program she
achieved 12,000 steps and 45 minutes of
exercise daily, including brisk walking, jog-
ging and cycling. She has stuck with it and
lost almost 8 pounds. “I’m more energetic
and have built better stamina as well,”
Sharma said.

The limitations
The study only looked at short-term

results, so it isn’t known if the program
leads to lasting long-term health benefits.
The study also lacked information on any
changes in workers with high blood pres-
sure, unhealthy cholesterol levels and oth-
er conditions that can lead to heart disease,
although exercise is known to benefit
those conditions.

Industry ties
Ganesan said he has no financial ties

to Stepathlon. A top company executive
is  among the study co-authors but
Ganesan said Stepathlon wasn’t involved
in funding or the study analysis. Several
other co-authors have received consult-
ing or research fees from makers of
pedometers.— AP 

GENEVA: The number of adults esti-
mated to be living with diabetes has
nearly quadrupled over 35 years,
the World Health Organization
(WHO) said yesterday, urging huge
efforts to change eating habits and
increase physical activity. “Globally,
an estimated 422 million adults
were living with diabetes in 2014,
compared to 108 million in 1980,”
the UN health agency said in its
first-ever report on the disease,
warning that the condition had
spread because of worldwide
changes “in the way people eat,
move and live.” 

The disease directly caused 1.5
million deaths in 2012 — the latest
available global figures-but elevated
blood glucose levels linked to dia-
betes were responsible for an addi-
tional 2.2 million deaths that year,
the report said. The region worst
affected, with 131 million estimated
cases in 2014, was the WHO’s
Western Pacific region, which
includes China and Japan. The
Southeast Asia region-which
includes heavily populated India and
Indonesia-was the next most affect-
ed, with 96 million cases.  Europe
and the Americas were third and
fourth on the list, with 64 million and
62 million cases respectively. 

Lifestyle factors
Diabetes is divided into two

types. There is no known way to
prevent type one, which occurs
when the pancreas does not pro-
duce enough insulin. Most people
living with diabetes have type 2,
which is associated with obesity and
other lifestyle factors and emerges
in adults and increasingly among
children.  To curb the intensifying
burden of the disease, huge efforts
were needed to change “eating and
physical activity habits,” especially
early in life, when key behavioral
patterns are formed, WHO said.
“There is a critical window for inter-
vention to mitigate the risk of obesi-

ty and type 2 diabetes later in life,”
the report said. It noted that spread-
ing consumption of sugary drinks
and other fattening foods was a key
factor, but drew particular attention
to high rates of physical inactivity. 

According to worldwide 2010
figures, nearly a quarter of people
over 18 did not do the minimum
recommended amount of physical
activity per week, with women
recorded as less active than men.
The WHO recommends that adults
get at least 150 minutes of moder-
ate physical activity, including
things like walking, jogging and gar-
dening, per week. “Physical inactivi-
ty is alarmingly common among
adolescents,” the report added, not-
ing that the excessively sedentary
lifestyles were more acute in high-
income countries than low income
countries.  

Economic toll, response
The WHO estimated that the

annual global cost of diabetes,
including health care needs,
exceeds $827 billion (728 billion
euros). Citing a separate study, the
agency said the global GDP losses
linked to diabetes could reach $1.7
trillion by 2030, with the damage
split roughly evenly between devel-
oped and developing nations.

Noting both the health and
macroeconomic damage caused by
the growing diabetes epidemic,
WHO chief Margaret Chan called for
a coordinated, holistic response. Like
with obesity, WHO has stressed that
putting excessive blame on individu-
als for eating too much or not exer-
cising enough ignored several key
factors, including the obstacles to
eating healthily in several societies.
“Effectively addressing diabetes
does not just happen: it is the result
of collective consensus and public
investment in interventions that are
affordable, cost-effective and based
on the best available science,” Chan
said in a statement. — AFP 

Number of adults with 
diabetes ‘quadrupled’

Zika mystery deepens 

A huge global exercise
contest shows healthy

potential: Study

HAWAII: The Pacific Disaster Center’s app, Disaster Alert, maps hazards
like infrastructure damage in disaster zones so that emergency respon-
ders can be aware of dangerous situations in Kihei, Hawaii. — AP

Evidence of nerve cell infections

DHAKA: A Bangladeshi woman collects contaminated water from the polluted Buriganga in Dhaka. Twenty
million poor Bangladeshis are still drinking water contaminated with arsenic, two decades after the poten-
tially deadly toxin was discovered in the supply, Human Rights Watch said yesterday. — AFP 



MONTREAL: The Canadian government needs to
establish ecologically and socially sound policies for
Arctic Ocean shipping amid an increase in traffic
through the fragile area caused by melting sea ice, a
new report Tuesday said. The report from The Pew
Charitable Trusts proposed a “comprehensive system
of tiered shipping routes that will benefit Canada, the
shipping industry and northern communities.”

Maritime traffic through the Canadian Northwest

Passage is up 166 percent since 2004 as shipping
companies seek out faster and cheaper routes
between Europe and Asia. But the area is also home to
Inuit communities, marine life such as beluga and
bowhead whales, narwhals, and polar bears and is
also part of marine mammal and seabird migration
routes, the report said. “Seven key government stud-
ies have issued more than 170 individual recommen-
dations for reform. However, the nation lacks a clear,

cohesive vision for Arctic shipping policy, so these rec-
ommendations have fallen on agencies with limited
resources to carry them out,” the report said.

The Pew report called on the Canadian govern-
ment to build on the 2012 Northern Marine
Transportation Corridors Initiative, which established
a system of voluntary marine corridors that would
allow authorities to better support the shipping traffic
passing through. The report’s recommendations

include creating a governance structure for Arctic
shipping corridors, consulting with Inuit leadership
and integrating information including shipping and
ice data. It also called for environmentally-sensitive
shipping corridors and classifying them according to
risk to better ensure investment and management.
Pew noted that action is urgently needed because
shipping traffic in some parts of the Arctic could dou-
ble from current levels by 2020.— AFP 

Canada must establish new Arctic shipping policies
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PARIS: Mining, oil exploration, illegal logging and other
industries threaten almost half the natural World Heritage
Sites the UN seeks to preserve for future generations, con-
servation group WWF said yesterday. The 114 threatened
sites provide food, water, shelter and medicine to over 11
million people-more than the population of Portugal,
according to a WWF-commissioned report.

“Despite the obvious benefits of these natural areas, we
still haven’t managed to decouple economic development
from environmental degradation,” WWF director general
Marco Lambertini said in a foreword. “Instead, too often,
we grant concessions for exploration of oil, gas or minerals,
and plan large-scale industrial projects without consider-
ing social and environmental risks.” The UN Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) lists 197
“natural” and 32 “mixed” Heritage Sites in 96 countries
around the world, alongside 802 cultural sites.

The 229 natural and mixed sites, nominated by govern-
ments of the countries in which they are found, include
national parks and nature reserves, forests, coral reefs,
islands and coastal areas. The report said oil or gas conces-
sions had been granted in 40 of the sites and mining con-
cessions in 42. Twenty-eight sites were at risk from dams or
unsustainable water use, 28 from illegal logging, two from
overfishing, and 20 from construction of roads or railways.
Many sites were threatened in more than one category.
Countries are meant to assume responsibility under the
World Heritage Convention to protect listed sites within
their borders. 

‘Not anti-development’ 
“The World Heritage Committee is clear and definitive

that extractive activities should not occur in World
Heritage sites,” WWF global conservation director Deon Nel
told AFP by email. “It has consistently maintained a posi-
tion that oil, gas and mineral exploration and exploitation
is ‘incompatible with World Heritage status’. Despite this,
about a third of natural sites have concessions allocated
across them.” The WWF urged governments to cancel all
such concessions, and also called on companies to refrain
from harmful activities in protected areas, and on financial
institutions not to fund them.

The report relies in large part on data from the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature, which
monitors UNESCO’s natural Heritage Sites, covering 279
million hectares (689 million acres), or half a percent of the
Earth’s surface. It found that two-thirds of Heritage Sites
are important for water provision, more than 90 percent
provide jobs in tourism and other sectors, and over half
provide flood prevention services and store potentially
harmful carbon. “Healthy natural World Heritage sites con-
tribute to poverty reduction, help alleviate food insecurity,
combat climate change and restore and promote the sus-
tainable use of ecosystems,” said Lambertini.

Sub-Saharan Africa has the highest proportion (71 per-
cent) of its 42 Heritage Sites at risk, followed by South Asia
with 58 percent of its 12 registered sites, East Asia and the
Pacific with 55 percent of 55 sites and Latin America and
the Caribbean with 54 percent of 41 sites. Europe and
Central Asia performed best, with 30 percent of 54 regis-
tered sites facing some threat. “Protecting natural areas
and ecosystems is not anti-development,” stressed
Lambertini. “It is in the interest of long-term, robust and
sustainable development that benefits people and natural
systems, including our social stability, economic prosperity,
and individual well-being.”— AFP 

PHNOM PENH: Cambodia has unveiled a
plan to reintroduce tigers from abroad into
the dry forests of the country, where the big
cat has become virtually extinct thanks to
poaching, conservation officials said yester-
day. Between 20 and 50 tigers were believed
to exist in Cambodia’s forests, but years of ille-
gal poaching - of the tigers as well as their
prey - led to a dramatic decline in their popu-
lation. 

The last tiger spotted in Cambodia was
seen in 2007 by camera trap - a hidden cam-
era that is remotely triggered by the move-
ment of animals - in the forests of eastern
Mondulkiri province, the WWF conservation
group said in a statement. “Today, there are
no longer any breeding populations of tigers
left in Cambodia, and they are therefore con-
sidered functionally extinct,” it said. The state-
ment was released at a joint news conference
by representatives of the government, WWF
and the Wildlife Alliance, another conserva-
tion group.

Keo Omaliss, a government official in
charge of wildlife, said Cambodia is consider-
ing negotiating with the governments of
India, Malaysia and Thailand to bring at least
seven to eight tigers to live in the protected
forests of Mondulkiri so they can breed and
repopulate the forests. “This would be the
world’s first transnational tiger reintroduction
and will be based on best practices devel-
oped from successful tiger reintroductions
within India,” the WWF statement said. The
plan was approved by Cambodia’s govern-
ment on March 23.

The plan is to bring in the tigers after two
years because Cambodia needs to resolve
related issues such as poaching and rebuild-
ing the population of tiger prey, which will be
needed to sustain a tiger population, said
Chhit Sam Ath, the director of WWF-
Cambodia. He said the arrival of the tigers
could be pushed back to 2018 if the preserva-
tion efforts are not completed by 2017.
“Tigers are an iconic species and part of our

natural heritage,” he said. “To bring tigers back
to Cambodia would be the biggest conversa-
tion feat of its kind and would support the
conversation efforts of the whole landscape.”

The entire plan will cost $20-50 million,
which will come from donor countries. After
the Khmer Rouge’s brutal rule in the 1970s
left Cambodia devastated, poor rural dwellers
scoured the forests for wildlife. Much of what
was found was sold to traders connected to
China, where many wild animals, including
tigers, are believed to possess medical and
sex-enhancing properties. Tigers have been
classified as nearly extinct species worldwide.
There are about 3,200 tigers in only 13 coun-
tries globally, according to WWF.— AP 

Industry threatens nearly half 
of natural heritage sites: WWF

114 sites threatened; social, environmental risks

NEW YORK: US pharmaceutical giant
Pfizer said yesterday it was abandon-
ing plans for a $160 billion merger
with Allergan, citing new US rules
cracking down on tie ups aimed at sav-
ing on taxes. The deal with the Irish-
based firm would have created the
world’s largest pharmaceutical compa-
ny. Pfizer said in a statement the two
companies “terminated by mutual
agreement” plans to merge. “Pfizer
approached this transaction from a
position of strength and viewed the
potential combination as an accelera-
tor of existing strategies,” said compa-
ny chairman and CEO Ian Read. Pfizer
also agreed to pay Allergan $150 mil-
lion to reimburse its expenses linked
to the planned merger.

The decision to call off the merger
came after the US Treasury Department
announced new rules to discourage
mergers between US and foreign busi-
nesses designed to sharply lower the
US company’s tax bill. The New York-
based pharmaceutical giant said it
remains on track to report its 2016 first
quarter earnings on May 3. For all of
2015, Pfizer reported earnings of $7.7
billion, down 15.2 percent from 2014.
Revenues dipped 1.5 percent to $48.9
billion. Allergan CEO Brent Saunders
said in a separate statement that while
he is “disappointed” that the merger
will not proceed, his company is never-
theless “poised to deliver strong, sus-
tainable growth built on a set of pow-
erful attributes.”— AFP 

PARIS: The death of a life partner may
trigger an irregular heartbeat, itself
potentially life-threatening, said new
research yesterday into the risk of dying
from a broken heart. A trawl of data on
nearly a million Danes showed an ele-
vated risk, lasting about a year, of devel-
oping a heart flutter. Under-60’s whose
partners died unexpectedly were most
in peril. The risk was highest “8-14 days
after the loss, after which it gradually
declined,” said a study published in the
online journal Open Heart.

“One year after the loss, the risk was
almost the same as in the non-bereaved
population.” Much research has focused
on explaining the observed phenome-
non of people dying soon after their life
partner. Several studies have shown that
grieving spouses have a higher risk of
dying, particularly of heart disease and
stroke, but the mechanism is unclear.
The latest study asked specifically
whether bereaved partners were more
likely than others to develop atrial fibril-
lation, the most common type of irregu-
lar heartbeat and a risk factor for stroke
and heart failure.

Researchers in Denmark used popu-
lation data collected between 1995 and

2014 to search for a pattern. Of the
group, 88,612 people had been newly
diagnosed with atrial fibrillation (AF)
and 886,120 were healthy. “(T)he risk of
developing an irregular heartbeat for
the first time was 41 percent higher
among those who had been bereaved
than it was among those who had not
experienced such a loss,” said the study.
Younger people, those under 60, were
more than twice as likely to develop
problems, and those whose partners
were relatively healthy in the month
before death, thus not expected to die,
were 57 percent more at risk.

The team cautioned that no conclu-
sions can be drawn about cause and
effect,  as the study was merely an
observational one, looking at correla-
tions in data. Several factors that could
throw the findings out of whack, such
as the bereaved group’s diet, exercise
regime, or predisposal to AF, were not
known. The loss of a partner is consid-
ered one of the most stressful l ife
events. It can lead to mental illness
symptoms such as depression, and can
cause people to lose sleep and
appetite, drink too much and stop exer-
cising-all known health risks. — AFP 

Cambodia unveils plan 
to reintroduce tigers 

PHNOM PENH: Suwanna Gauntlett, foreground, chief Executive Officer from Wildlife
Alliance , gestures during a press conference, in Phnom Penh, Cambodia yesterday.
Cambodia has unveiled a plan to reintroduce tigers from abroad into the dry forests of
the country, where they have become virtually extinct due to poaching. — AP 

MONDULKIRI: This handout photo taken by
a camera trap and released by the World
Wildlife Fund in Cambodia shows a tiger
walking in the forest in Mondulkiri
province. — AFP 

Pfizer scraps $160bn
merger with Allergan

Study: Broken hearts
at higher risk of failing
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KAMCO Investment Company, a
leading investment company
with one of the largest AUMs

in the region, and winner of the pres-
tigious Kuwait Asset Manager of the
Year Award 2015, organized its annu-
al blood drive at Al Shaheed Tower in
association with the Kuwait Central
Blood Bank. In addition to the drive,
the KAMCO Marketing team imple-
mented an internal awareness cam-
paign focusing on the benefits of

donating blood. 
The internal awareness campaign

attracted donors from KAMCO and
several sister companies. The suc-
cessful turnout added value to the
Kuwait Central Blood Bank’s goal to
provide all those who are in need of
blood with a consistent supply. The
event reflected the importance of
participating in such health related
initiatives to give back and support
the local community.

Ms Danah Al Jasem, Head of the
Marketing Department at KAMCO
said, “We would like to recognize
the Kuwait Central Blood Bank’s
cooperative efforts that led to a
successful turnout. Donating blood
is an essential part of our health-
care system and leads to saving
lives of those who are in need of
blood. This campaign is line with
our corporate and personal goals to
support and give back to the pub-
lic. KAMCO’s social responsibility
initiative primarily focuses on
health, education and the environ-
ment.”

“We will continue to organize
and implement such activities with-
in KAMCO to ensure that we are
socially responsible and aware of
the current issues that lie in Kuwait
and its immediate vicinity. We are
proud to have placed a role in the
Central Blood Bank’s donation pro-
gram and will continue to seek dif-
ferent opportunities to contribute
to the society as a whole,” added Ms
Al Jasem.

Burgan Bank is proud to have
been a sponsor of ‘The Autism
Walkathon’, which took place as

a voluntary act towards “World Autism
Day”. The walkathon was on Saturday
April 2nd, 2016, started from the
Kuwait Scientific Center until Marina
Crescent. 

The aim of the walkathon was to
raise awareness about the seriousness
of autism, the importance of its diag-
nosis and the benefits of early detec-
tion. This includes shedding light on
the different challenges that autistic

kids face and how to overcome them
in order to live a healthy and inde-
pendent life in an easy manner.  The
bank’s sponsorship comes in line with
its commitment to supporting and
recognizing autistic children across
Kuwait. As a firm believer of the ability
and talents of autistic children, Burgan
Bank pledges to continue supporting
several initiatives as part of its overall
social responsibility framework that
adds more value to the community.

It is worth mentioning that Burgan
Bank’s support to this initiative falls

under its recently launched full-
fledged community program entitled
‘ENGAGE’ - Together to be the change.
This program sheds light on impor-
tant aspects affecting every segment
of the society by promoting social
welfare through educational, cultural,
social and health initiatives.  Burgan
Bank’s approach to ‘ENGAGE’ begins
with a vital principle that as a Kuwaiti
financial institution, its conduct and
policies should be aligned with the
needs and interests of the Kuwaiti
society. 

Burgan Bank concludes sponsorship 

of Autism Walkathon

Ahli United Bank employees par-
ticipated in the recent
Walkathon along the Arabian

Gulf Road, from the Scientific Center to
the Marina Crescent. The activity was
organized by Autism Partnership
Center - Kuwait on Saturday morning,
April 2, 2016 under the auspices of
Sheikha Doctor Maimouna Al-Sabah,
Chairwoman of the Citizenship and
Development Society under the title
‘Welcome. Join Us. Walk with us. We
support our Children,’ designated for
individuals suffering from Autism. A
large number of people participated in
the walk which had a great impact in
creating awareness with the issue of
Autism in Kuwait. 

On this occasion, Ahli United Bank
issued a statement expressing its pleas-
ure in supporting the successful
Walkathon bringing awareness to soci-
ety about Autism and the impact it has
on individuals and their families. The
Walkathon coincided with the United
Nations Declaration of assigning April 2
of every year as Education Day to shed
light on the need to improve the lives
of both children and adults who suffer
from Autism to help them have a
decent life and be integrated with the

society.   
The Bank was represented by

Richard Groves, CEO, Moataz El-Rafie,
Senior Deputy CEO - Banking Business
Group, and Ahmed Zulficar, Senior
Deputy CEO - Banking Support Group,
together with a large number of Bank
employees who participated in the pro-
cession.

Ahli United Bank’s support is in line

with its social responsibility towards
society especially the more needy ones
who deserve support. This support also
conforms to the Bank’s concern for indi-
viduals with special needs in general
and the facilities it accords to its clients
with special needs. Ahli United Bank
added that it is keen to participate in
such events in future which help make
a difference to people’s lives. 

Ahli United Bank employees

participate in Autism Walkathon

KAMCO organizes annual 

blood donation campaign

Autism Partnership - Kuwait organized a
walkathon from the Scientific Center in
Salmiya to the Marina Crescent yesterday, to

mark the World Autism Awareness Day. The event
took place under the patronage of Sheikha

Maimouna Khalifa Al-Athbi Al-Sabah, and participa-
tion of a number of companies, banks, civil society
institutions and groups in Kuwait. Kuwait Times was
one of the sponsors of the event.

Sheikha Maimouna highlighted in a speech the

need to invest in human resources as the “most
valuable resource that any society possesses, and
the key to achieve social development.” Meanwhile,
Ghossoun Al-Khaled, Founder and Chairperson of
Autism Partnership - Kuwait said that the large

number of participation at yesterday’s walkathon
reflects the event’s success in shedding light on the
importance of promoting voluntary work in society,
and spreading awareness regarding the autism
cause.

World Autism Awareness Day marked with Walkathon



In a meeting held at Ambassador’s
office, assurances were given by HE
the ambassador of India Mr Sunil K

Jain to the officials of Welfare Kerala
Kuwait that he will ask the Governing
Body of Indian community school
Kuwait to redact the constitution of
the School on their web site. 

As many complaints were recently
raised from different corners against
the current school board and adminis-
trative body, Welfare Kerala Kuwait
Leaders asked HE Ambassador Mr Jain
to intervene and do the needful for
ensuring the transparency of school
activities, to conduct proper auditing
of school accounts and to take meas-
ures for conducting Board Of Trustees
election in a fair and democratic way
with the representation of Indian

community, socio-cultural organiza-
tions, teachers and parents. 

They also asked to limit the term of
the Board to 2 years and to bring the
activities under the direct purview of
the Indian embassy, as numerous
complaints were received on the
unfair and illegitimate execution of
construction works, repair works, uni-
form and text book distribution etc.,
without proper tender process and
approved procedures.

The Ambassador, HE Sunil Jain has
also been entreated to take measures
to ensure that the school and its
assets continue to remain the proper-
ty of Indian community and to reduce
the fee structure so as it become
affordable to the less privileged socie-
ty of the Indian community working in

Kuwait. Ambassador praised the vari-
ous charity and humanitarian activi-
ties conducted by Welfare Kerala
Kuwait members for the Indians in
general and Keralite in particular.  

The delegation also requested HE
the Ambassador for making seamless
legal aid available for the common
employees and to intervene in drug
related cases in which innocent
Indians were convicted as they
became easy prey to the drug mafia.

President Khaleelu rahman headed
the delegation followed by vice presi-
dents Anwar Sayeed, Aniyan Kunjhu,
Mini Venugopal; General Secretaries
Sanoj and Layik.  Secretary Razeena
Mohiudeen and Public Relation con-
vener Praveen Ramachandran was
also accompanied the delegation.

W H AT ’ S  ON
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Al Hambra International restaurant by
Sheraton Kuwait introduces a new
breakfast menu exclusively at the

Grand Avenue - The Avenues mall featuring
the word “international” with diverse choic-
es to further complement ones appetite first
thing in the morning. With the new break-
fast menu that caters to all tastes and
desires, guests will delight in a trendy,
savory and sophisticated meal.

Start your day off with a delectable meal
such as the “Fitness Breakfast” or the German
breakfast including a variety of delicious
dishes, or you may enjoy a splendid French
breakfast. If you are a fan of Indian food, Al
Hambra restaurant provides a scrumptious
selection of Indian and vegetarian collec-
tion, or if you are a fan of traditional Arabic
breakfast, you can indulge and experience
the taste of “Oriental breakfast” where freshly
baked Arabic bread, labneh, haloumi cheese,
tomato & pickles are served, in addition to
the hot dishes such as saj bread, falafel with
tahina sauce, condiments and much more
with an assortment of Arabic sweets and
fruits. You will also find diverse choices of
delicious sweet treats varying between
Eastern and Western desserts.

Al Hambra restaurant opens daily for
breakfast from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm, and

to further enhance your shopping experi-
ence, Al Hambra International Restaurant
also serves delectable lunch buffets from

1:00pm to 4:30pm and splendid dinner
buffets from 7:00pm to 10:30pm at the
Grand Avenue - The Avenues, or you may

enjoy its breakfast, lunch and dinner buf-
fets at the Sheraton Kuwait hotel provid-
ing you the utmost experience of excel-

lence and the outstanding service which
has been preserved along the past 50
years.

Experience breakfast at Al Hambra Restaurant by Sheraton Kuwait at Avenues

On the occasion of World Autism
Awareness, The Sultan Center in
collaboration with Autism

Partnership Kuwait (APK), and as part of
its ongoing commitment to the commu-
nity conducted a series of activities to
spread awareness to the community on
the importance of diagnoses and treat-
ment available to children with autism.

On April 2nd, TSC joined hands with
APK and took part as a sponsor in the
walkathon aimed at raising awareness
and supporting those with autism. The
event was highly successful with 1,000’s
of people turning out to join the walk and
support the cause.

On April 4th, TSC staff visited APK cen-
ter for a morning of fun filled activities.
The children enthusiastically joined in the
celebration making it a memorable day
for all those who attended.

Continuing its campaign TSC held an

Austin awareness seminar at TSC Sharq.
During the event, Bassam Zantout,
Commercial Director at TSC elaborated
on the objectives of TSC hosting the
event, stating: “As a Kuwaiti company, we
are committed to supporting the com-
munity, and hosting seminars on health
related topics that are both educational
and informative and are part of the com-
pany’s overall commitment to the com-
munity.

Eng Ghosson Ghassan Al-Khaled,
Founding Principal of APK said: “We
appreciate TSC initiative in organizing the
Autism awareness seminar, and we do
invite other companies to support the
cause as part of their social responsibility.
“At APK we recognize that autistics need
special care and attention; therefore, we
exert all efforts in taking care of them by
our competent specialists to help them
integrate in the society gradually”. Al-

Khaled stressed on the importance of ear-
ly diagnosis for Autism which would facili-
tate the treatment mechanism.

The seminar shed lights on the autism
social perception. On behalf of APK staff
Mrs Layla Al Kandari, APK Site Programs
Director and Mr Jeremy Leaf, Consulting
Team Member lectured about the accu-
rate ways to deal with autism syndromes,
the role of the parents and society in
encouraging those with autism to get
integrated and accepted into the com-
munity.  

Staff of APK emphasized on the
importance of early diagnosis in reducing
and controlling the disorder and the
importance of having the right treatment.
Zantout confirmed that TSC will continue
on its efforts to support the community.
He stressed on the effective role these
campaigns have in spreading awareness
on health and social issues.

Welfare Kerala Kuwait officials 

visit Indian Ambassador

TSC supports World Autism Day with 

a series of awareness activities

ELT Supervisor General, Besheeti with M. Kabeer supervisors’ team

By Hassan Abdel Bari 

Under the auspices of Mubarak Al-Kabeer
Educational Area director, Mansour Al-Daihani
and in the presence of the area’s educational

affairs manager, Waleed Al-Saeed and ELT Supervisor
General, Suzan Al-Besheeti, Mubarak Al-Kabeer ELT
Supervision recently organized a two-day training
forum under the title of ‘Activate to Cultivate’. 

The forum was held at Azda Bint Al-Hareth
Intermediate School for girls where school director,
Amal Al-Hasawi, Mubarak senior ELT supervisor,
Hadeel Al-Kandery and the area ELT supervisors,
Mohammed Taha, Habib Rezzouk, Jawad Amrani,
Mahmoud Al-Najjar, Mohammed Sallam, Hanan
Borezq, Abeer Al-Jeeran and Amal Al-Attar warmly
received the guests.

In addition to the area’s intermediate education

manager, Mohammed Al-Saeed, the opening ceremo-
ny was attended by ELT supervisors, heads of English
departments and English teachers from various
schools. The ceremony comprised of a well-prepared
program of activities and contributions from a num-
ber of schools presenting one act plays, songs and
dances in addition to a speech about the achieve-
ments of HH the Amir, which were all radiantly pre-
sented by intermediate stage pupil, Saad Suleiman. 

In an exclusive statement to Kuwait Times, Al-
Kandery explained that the forum title reflected the sig-
nificance of ongoing training for all educators. “We
need to ‘Activate’ all educators’ potentials and skills in
order to sow the right seeds, water and nurture them
and then, eventually, reap the right fruits of what we
sow”, she said stressing that the forum also included
nine workshops that started immediately after the
opening ceremony and were presented by ELT supervi-

sors and teachers tackling various educational concerns
such as curriculums, modern teaching methods and
theories in addition to the ideal learning environments.
“As educators, and in view of MOE’s plans to develop
the educational process, we all need to be involved in
training and hold workshops in order to exchange
expertise”, Al-Kandery added noting that, starting with
having supervisors hold these workshops, she  plans to
have HODs and teachers hold further ones. 

ELT supervisor, Jawad Amrani said that educators
need to activate all skills and use all possible means to
create the best learning environment for learners with
the ultimate goal of preparing them to acquire the
knowledge needed for the 21st century.  The opening
ceremony was concluded by honoring the area direc-
tor, ELT supervisor general and the ceremony coordi-
nator; the head of the English department at Azda
school, Asma’ Al-Awadhi.

Mubarak ELT holds ‘Activate to Cultivate’ Training Forum 

Al-Kandery and Amrani with HOD, Asma’ Al-Awadhi
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NEIGHBORS ON OSN MOVIES HD COMEDY

DRAFT DAY ON OSN MOVIES HD

NON-STOP ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

00:00    Keith Lemon: The Film
02:00    Raising Helen
04:15    Father Of The Bride
06:15    Happy Gilmore
08:00    Man Of The House
10:00    Father Of The Bride
12:00    Raising Helen
14:15    Father Of The Bride Part II
16:15    Man Of The House
18:00    Sister Act
20:00    I Love You Beth Cooper
22:00    Neighbors

01:00    Carrington
03:00    The Man Who Would Be
King
05:15    Where Angels Fear To Tread
07:15    Happiness
08:45    Memories
10:30    Where Angels Fear To Tread
12:30    A Secret Promise
14:00    The Horse Whisperer
17:00    Memories
19:00    The Silent Storm
21:00    Reds

01:00    St. Vincent
03:00    Cuban Fury
05:00    Stonehearst Asylum
07:00    Dragonheart 3: The
Sorcerer’s Curse
09:00    Cuban Fury
11:00    The Single Moms Club
13:00    About Alex
15:00    Transcendence
17:00    Draft Day
19:00    The Two Faces Of January
21:00    Insidious: Chapter 3
23:00    The Gambler

00:15    Cursed
01:55    Behind Enemy Lines
03:25    Jason’s Lyric
05:25    Cannon For Cordoba
07:10    One More Time
08:45    The Night They Raided
Minsky’s
10:25    Apache
11:55    The Raven
13:20    The Garbage Pail Kids
Movie
14:55    Empire Of The Ants
16:25    Solarbabies
18:00    The Adventures Of Gerard
19:30    Robinson Crusoe
21:00    Breaking Bad

00:45    Mountain Monsters
01:40    Australia Doesn’t Just Want
To Kill You
02:35    Tanked
03:25    Lion Battlefield
04:15    Gator Boys
05:02    Treehouse Masters
05:49    Australia Doesn’t Just Want
To Kill You
06:36    Meet The Orangutans
07:00    Swamp Brothers
07:25    America’s Cutest Pets
08:15    Australia Doesn’t Just Want
To Kill You
09:10    Treehouse Masters
10:05    Tanked
11:00    America’s Cutest Pets
11:55    Bondi Vet
12:25    Bondi Vet
12:50    Australia Doesn’t Just Want
To Kill You
13:45    Gator Boys
14:40    Treehouse Masters
15:35    Tanked
16:30    Lion Battlefield
17:25    River Monsters
18:20    Ten Deadliest Snakes With
Nigel Marven
19:15    Tanked
20:10    Animal Cops South Africa
21:05    Treehouse Masters
22:00    Ten Deadliest Snakes With
Nigel Marven
22:55    Gator Boys
23:50    River Monsters

00:00    In The Blood
02:00    Dying Of The Light
04:00    Breakdown
06:00    Non-Stop
08:00    The Hulk
10:30    X-Men: Days Of Future Past
12:45    Jurassic Attack
14:15    Non-Stop
16:15    Superfast
18:00    The Hulk
20:30    Oblivion
22:45    300

06:00    Boyster
06:10    Super Matrak
06:35    Super Matrak
07:00    Star vs The Forces Of Evil
07:25    K.C. Undercover
07:50    Supa Strikas
08:15    Annedroids
08:40    Lab Rats
09:10    Kirby Buckets
09:35    Guardians Of The Galaxy
10:00    Rocket Monkeys
10:25    Ultimate Spider-Man
10:50    Boyster
11:20    Boyster
11:45    Pair Of Kings
12:10    Pair Of Kings
12:35    Lab Rats
13:00    Lab Rats
13:30    Phineas And Ferb
13:55    Phineas And Ferb
14:20    Kickin’ It
14:45    Kickin’ It
15:10    Guardians Of The Galaxy
15:15    Rocket Monkeys
15:40    Guardians Of The Galaxy
16:05    Star vs The Forces Of Evil
16:30    Kirby Buckets
16:55    Gamers Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
17:25    K.C. Undercover
17:50    Supa Strikas
18:15    Lab Rats
18:40    K.C. Undercover
19:05    Cars Toons
19:10    Annedroids
19:35    Phineas And Ferb
20:00    Kirby Buckets
20:25    Gamers Guide To Pretty
Much Everything
20:55    K.C. Undercover
21:20    Pickle And Peanut
21:45    Lab Rats
22:10    Mighty Med
22:40    Disney Mickey Mouse
23:00    Programmes Start At
6:00am KSA

00:15    Eastenders
00:45    New Tricks
01:40    New Tricks
02:30    Silent Witness
03:25    Doctors
03:55    Eastenders
04:25    Doctor Who
05:15    Father Brown
06:00    Doctors
06:30    Doctors
07:00    Eastenders
07:30    Stella
08:15    The Paradise
09:15    Doctor Who
10:00    Doctors
10:30    Eastenders
11:05    Father Brown
11:50    Stella
12:40    The Paradise
13:40    Doctor Who
14:30    Doctors
15:00    Eastenders
15:30    Stella
16:20    Dickensian
17:10    Doctor Who
18:00    Doctors
18:30    Eastenders
19:05    Father Brown
20:00    Holby City

00:00    Charlie Rose
01:00    Bloomberg West
02:00    First Up With Angie Lau
03:00    First Up With Angie Lau
04:00    Trending Business
05:00    Trending Business
06:00    Asia Edge
07:00    Bloomberg West

00:00    News Update
00:30    Dialogue
01:00    News Update
01:15    China 24
02:00    The Heat
02:30    News Update
03:00    Global Business
04:00    News Update
05:00    News Update
06:30    Dialogue
07:00    News Hour
08:00    Global Business
09:00    News Update
10:30    Sports Scene
11:00    Global Business
12:00    News Update
12:30    Culture Express
13:00    Africa Live
14:00    News Update

00:00    Access: Middle East
00:30    Inside China
01:00    U.S. Squawk Alley
02:00    Asia Squawk Box
05:00    Asia Street Signs
07:00    Capital Connection
08:00    Squawk Box Europe
11:00    Europe Street Signs
12:00    Worldwide Exchange
13:00    U.S. Squawk Box
16:00    Squawk On The Street
18:00    U.S. Squawk Alley
19:00    Fast Money: Half Time
Report
20:00    U.S. Power Lunch
22:00    U.S. Closing Bell

00:00    The Ghost Inside My Child
01:00    The Haunting Of...
02:00    The Haunting Of...
03:00    Cursed: The Bell Witch
04:00    The Ghost Inside My Child
05:00    The Haunting Of...
06:00    Monster In My Family
07:00    Britain’s Biggest Heists
08:00    Crime Stories
09:00    Surveillance Oz
09:30    Steven Seagal: Lawman
10:00    Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
11:00    After The First 48
12:00    The FBI Files
13:00    Monster In My Family
14:00    Crime Stories
15:00    Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
16:00    Britain’s Biggest Heists
17:00    After The First 48
18:00    The FBI Files
19:00    Monster In My Family
20:00    Crime Stories
21:00    Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
22:00    50 Ways To Kill Your Lover
23:00    My Crazy Ex

00:20    Fast N’ Loud
01:10    You Have Been Warned
02:00    Troy
02:50    Superhuman Science
03:15    Superhuman Science
03:40    Extreme Collectors
04:05    Storage Wars Canada
04:30    Garage Gold
05:00    How Do They Do It?
05:30    Chasing Classic Cars
06:00    Outback Truckers
06:50    Wheeler Dealers
07:40    Fast N’ Loud
08:30    Extreme Collectors
08:55    Storage Wars Canada
09:20    Garage Gold
09:45    How Do They Do It?
10:10    Chasing Classic Cars
10:35    You Have Been Warned
11:25    Troy
12:15    The Carbonaro Effect
12:40    The Carbonaro Effect
13:05    Extreme Collectors

00:20    Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
01:08    Invent It Rich
01:55    Space Pioneer
02:42    Eco-Tech
03:29    Mythbusters
04:16    Invent It Rich
05:03    Space Pioneer
05:50    Building The Biggest
06:37    How Do They Do It?
07:00    How Do They Do It?
07:23    Mythbusters
08:08    Eco-Tech
08:53    Building The Biggest
09:38    Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
10:23    Invent It Rich
11:08    Space Pioneer
11:53    Building The Biggest

14:30    Dialogue
15:00    News Update
15:15    China 24
16:00    News Update
16:15    Global Business
17:00    News Update
17:15    World InSight
18:00    Asia Today
18:30    Culture Express
19:00    News Update
19:30    The Heat
20:00    Africa Live
21:00    Global Business
21:30    Dialogue
22:00    News Update
22:15    China 24
23:00    News Update
23:15    World InSight

00:00    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
00:55    The Grace Helbig Show
01:25    Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
02:20    E! News
03:15    Christina Milian Turned Up
04:10    Christina Milian Turned Up
05:05    Christina Milian Turned Up
06:00    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50    Style Star
08:20    E! News
09:15    Giuliana & Bill
10:15    Giuliana & Bill
11:10    #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:35    #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
12:05    E! News
13:05    WAGs
14:05    Botched
15:00    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00    Fashion Police
18:00    E! News
19:00    House Of DVF

00:00    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
00:30    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
01:00    Chopped
02:00    Cutthroat Kitchen
03:00    Man Fire Food
03:30    Man Fire Food
04:00    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
04:30    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
05:00    Iron Chef America
06:00    Chopped
07:00    Man Fire Food
07:30    Man Fire Food
08:00    Chopped
09:00    Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
09:30    Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
10:00    The Kitchen
11:00    Anna Olson: Bake
11:30    Anna Olson: Bake
12:00    Chopped
13:00    The Pioneer Woman
13:30    The Pioneer Woman
14:00    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
14:30    Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
15:00    Man Fire Food
15:30    Man Fire Food
16:00    Chopped
17:00    The Kitchen
18:00    Anna Olson: Bake
18:30    Anna Olson: Bake
19:00    Chopped
20:00    Iron Chef America
21:00    Private Chef
21:30    Private Chef
22:00    Tia Mowry At Home
22:30    Tia Mowry At Home
23:00    Man Finds Food
23:30    Man Finds Food

00:30    PGA Tour Special
01:30    PGA Tour Highlights
02:30    NHL
04:30    Gillette World Sport
05:00    Live NHL
08:00    Golfing World
09:00    AFL Premiership Highlights
10:00    Super Rugby
12:00    Golfing World
13:00    NRL Premiership
15:00    AFL Premiership Highlights
16:00    PGA Tour Highlights
17:00    Top 14 Highlights
17:30    Gillette World Sport
18:00    Golfing World
19:00    NRL Full Time
19:30    World Rugby
20:00    Top 14 Highlights
20:30    Gillette World Sport
21:00    Players Championship 2015
Official Film
22:00    The PGA Tour Champions
Highlights

00:00    Parks And Recreation
00:30    Hot In Cleveland
01:00    The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30    Married
02:00    The Big C
02:30    Man Seeking Woman
03:00    Mad Love
03:30    The Goldbergs
04:00    Two And A Half Men
04:30    The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30    My Name Is Earl
06:00    The Bernie Mac Show
06:30    Community
07:00    Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00    Two And A Half Men
08:30    My Name Is Earl
09:00    Mad Love
09:30    The Grinder
10:00    Brooklyn Nine-Nine
10:30    Community
11:00    The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00    The Bernie Mac Show
12:30    Two And A Half Men
13:00    My Name Is Earl
13:30    Community
14:00    The Goldbergs
14:30    The Grinder
15:00    Brooklyn Nine-Nine
15:30    Hot In Cleveland
16:00    The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore

00:00    Bates Motel
01:00    Quantico
02:00    Rosewood
03:00    Allegiance
04:00    Good Morning America
06:00    The Ellen DeGeneres Show
07:00    Covert Affairs
08:00    Heroes Reborn
09:00    The Ellen DeGeneres Show
10:00    Quantico
11:00    Covert Affairs
12:00    Coronation Street
12:30    Coronation Street
13:00    The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00    Live Good Morning America
16:00    Heroes Reborn
17:00    The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00    Heroes Reborn
19:00    The Voice
21:00    Castle
22:00    Supergirl
23:00    Better Call Saul

02:30    This Week In WWE
03:00    Live WWE Raw
06:30    Top 14 Highlights
07:00    Darts UK Open
10:30    Top 14 Highlights
11:00    PGA Tour Highlights
12:00    Gillette World Sport
12:30    WWE Experience
13:30    WWE Afterburn
14:30    This Week In WWE
15:00    WWE Raw
18:00    NHL
20:00    WWE Raw
23:00    Indy Car Highlights

00:00    AFL Premiership Highlights
01:00    Top 14 Highlights
01:30    The World Sailing Show
02:00    Ping Pong World
Championship
03:00    Wuxi Marathon
06:00    Inside Sailing
06:30    The World Sailing Show
07:00    Super Rugby
09:00    Golfing World
10:00    Ping Pong World
Championship
11:00    Inside Sailing
11:30    The World Sailing Show
12:00    Trans World Sport
13:00    Europro Tour
14:00    Golfing World
15:00    The Weber Cup
16:00    Super Rugby
18:00    AFL Premiership Highlights
19:00    PGA Tour Special
20:00    Golfing World
21:00    NRL Full Time
21:30    World Rugby
22:00    Super Rugby

00:00    Violetta
00:45    The Hive
00:50    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:15    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40    Hank Zipzer
02:05    Binny And The Ghost
02:30    Violetta
03:15    The Hive
03:20    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
03:45    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10    Hank Zipzer
04:35    Binny And The Ghost
05:00    Violetta
05:45    The Hive
05:50    Mouk
06:00    Lolirock
06:25    Sofia The First
06:50    Gravity Falls
07:15    Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug And Cat Noir
07:40    Jessie
08:05    Shake It Up
08:30    Shake It Up
08:55    Hannah Montana
09:20    Hannah Montana
09:45    Girl Meets World
10:10    Girl Meets World
10:35    A.N.T. Farm
11:00    A.N.T. Farm
11:25    Jessie
11:50    Jessie
12:15    Whisker Haven Tales With
The Palace Pets
12:20    Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug And Cat Noir
12:45    Fish Hooks
13:10    Austin & Ally
13:35    Austin & Ally
14:00    Liv And Maddie
14:25    Cars Toons
14:30    Liv And Maddie
14:55    Dog With A Blog
15:20    Dog With A Blog
15:45    Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug And Cat Noir
16:10    Violetta
17:25    Alex And Co
17:50    Dog With A Blog
18:15    Best Friends Whenever
18:40    Gravity Falls
19:05    Miraculous Tales Of
Ladybug And Cat Noir
19:30    Violetta
20:45    Good Luck Charlie
21:10    Good Luck Charlie
21:35    H2O
22:00    Binny And The Ghost
22:25    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
22:50    Sabrina Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:10    Hank Zipzer
23:35    Binny And The Ghost

00:05    Art Attack
00:30    Henry Hugglemonster
00:45    Calimero
01:00    Zou
01:15    Loopdidoo
01:30    Art Attack
01:55    Henry Hugglemonster
02:05    Calimero
02:20    Zou

08:00    Countdown
09:00    Countdown
09:30    On The Move
10:00    On The Move
11:00    The Pulse
12:00    Bloomberg Surveillance
13:00    Bloomberg Surveillance
14:00    Bloomberg Go
15:00    Bloomberg Go
16:00    Bloomberg Go
17:00    Bloomberg Markets
18:00    Bloomberg Markets:
European Close
19:00    Bloomberg Markets
20:00    Bloomberg Markets
21:00    Bloomberg Markets
22:00    Bloomberg Markets
23:00    What’d You Miss?

13:30    Storage Wars Canada
13:55    Garage Gold
14:20    Outback Truckers
15:10    Wheeler Dealers
16:00    Fast N’ Loud
16:50    Chasing Classic Cars
17:40    Salvage Hunters
18:30    Redwood Kings
19:20    Superhuman Science
19:45    Superhuman Science
20:10    Storage Wars Canada
20:35    Garage Gold
21:00    Salvage Hunters
21:50    Redwood Kings
22:40    Ed Stafford: Into The
Unknown

00:20    Aussie Pickers
01:10    Storage Wars: New York
01:35    Storage Wars: New York
02:00    Ice Road Truckers
02:50    Ax Men
03:40    American Restoration
04:30    Pawn Stars
05:00    The Curse Of Oak Island
06:00    Mountain Men
06:50    Swamp People
07:40    Ax Men
08:30    Shipping Wars
08:55    American Restoration
09:20    American Restoration
09:45    Lost In Transmission
10:35    Counting Cars
11:00    Counting Cars
11:25    The Curse Of Oak Island
12:15    American Pickers
13:05    Storage Wars
13:30    Storage Wars
13:55    Storage Wars
14:20    Storage Wars
14:45    Aussie Pickers
15:35    Shipping Wars
16:00    Mountain Men
16:50    Swamp People
17:40    Ice Road Truckers
18:30    The Curse Of Oak Island
19:20    American Pickers
20:10    Pawn Stars
20:35    Pawn Stars
21:00    Ax Men
21:50    Swamp People
22:40    Mankind The Story Of All Of
Us
23:30    Ax Men

16:30    The Bernie Mac Show
17:00    Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00    Mad Love
18:30    Living With Fran
19:00    Modern Family
19:30    I Hate My Teenage
Daughter
20:00    The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00    Hot In Cleveland
21:30    The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore

00:10    The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
01:05    Emmerdale
01:30    Eggheads
02:00    Coronation Street
02:30    Keep It In The Family
03:25    Murdoch Mysteries
04:20    Murdoch Mysteries
05:15    Come Dine With Me
Couples
06:10    Who’s Doing The Dishes?
07:00    Eggheads
07:30    Murdoch Mysteries
08:25    Murdoch Mysteries

09:20    Keep It In The Family
10:15    The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
11:05    Eggheads
11:35    Come Dine With Me
Couples
12:30    Who’s Doing The Dishes?
13:25    Emmerdale
13:50    Eggheads
14:20    Coronation Street
14:45    Keep It In The Family
15:35    Celebrity Exposed:
Photography Of Richard Young
16:00    Celebrity Exposed:
Photography Of Richard Young
16:30    Grantchester
17:25    The Jonathan Ross Show
18:20    Emmerdale
18:45    Coach Trip
19:10    Coronation Street
19:35    Celebrity Exposed:
Photography Of Richard Young
20:00    Celebrity Exposed:
Photography Of Richard Young
20:30    Grantchester
21:25    The Jonathan Ross Show
22:20    Coronation Street
22:50    Emmerdale
23:15    Who’s Doing The Dishes?

12:38    Mythbusters
13:23    Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
14:10    Eco-Tech
14:57    Food Factory
15:20    Food Factory
15:44    Space Pioneer
16:31    Building The Biggest
17:18    Eco-Tech
18:05    Mythbusters
18:50    Secret Space Escapes
19:40    Space Pioneer
20:25    Through The Wormhole
With Morgan Freeman
21:15    Eco-Tech
22:00    Secret Space Escapes
22:45    Space Pioneer
23:35    Mythbusters

02:30    Loopdidoo
02:45    Art Attack
03:10    Henry Hugglemonster
03:20    Calimero
03:35    Zou
03:45    Loopdidoo
04:00    Art Attack
04:25    Henry Hugglemonster
04:35    Calimero
04:50    Zou
05:00    Loopdidoo
05:15    Art Attack
05:35    Henry Hugglemonster
05:50    Calimero
06:00    Zou
06:20    Loopdidoo
06:35    Art Attack
07:00    The Hive
07:10    Zou
07:25    Loopdidoo
07:40    Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
08:05    Sofia The First
08:30    Goldie & Bear
08:45    Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
09:10    Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35    Doc McStuffins
10:00    Sofia The First
10:30    Goldie & Bear
10:55    Minnie’s Bow-Toons
11:00    Miles From Tomorrow
11:25    Special Agent Oso
11:40    The Hive
11:50    Handy Manny
12:15    Jungle Junction
12:30    Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:00    Sofia The First
13:25    Miles From Tomorrow
13:50    Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:15    Sheriff Callie’s Wild West

14:40    Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
15:10    Miles From Tomorrow
15:35    Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
16:00    Sofia The First
16:25    Jungle Cubs
16:50    Aladdin
17:15    Gummi Bears
17:40    Goldie & Bear
18:05    Miles From Tomorrow
18:30    Sofia The First
19:00    Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30    Miles From Tomorrow
20:00    Goldie & Bear
20:30    Sofia The First
21:00    Jungle Cubs
21:25    Aladdin
21:50    Gummi Bears
22:20    Lilo And Stitch
22:50    Zou
23:05    Henry Hugglemonster
23:20    Calimero
23:35    Zou
23:50    Loopdidoo

20:00    Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00    Dash Dolls
22:00    E! News
23:00    Fashion Police

00:10    Brain Games
01:00    Explorer
02:00    Supercar Megabuild
02:55    Manta Mystery
03:50    Brain Games
04:45    24 Hours In A&E
05:40    Filthy Riches
06:35    I Wouldn’t Go In There
07:30    Cesar To The Rescue
08:25    Building Wild
09:20    24 Hours In A&E
10:15    Supercar Megabuild
11:10    The Yard
12:05    Ultimate Survival Alaska
Compilations
13:00    Building Wild
14:00    80s Greatest
15:00    Megastructures
16:00    Supercar Megabuild
17:00    China From Above
18:00    Dirty Rotten Survival
19:00    The 2000s: The Decade We
Saw It All
20:00    Supercar Megabuild
20:50    The Yard
21:40    Dirty Rotten Survival
22:30    Underworld, Inc.
23:20    Filthy Riches

00:10    Dream Cruises
01:00    George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
01:50    Top Tables, Top Cities
02:15    Eat Street
02:40    Eat Street
03:05    David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
03:30    The Wine Quest: Spain
03:55    The Food Files
04:20    Maximum Foodie
04:45    Maximum Foodie
05:10    Eat Street
05:35    Eat Street
06:00    Trekking Malaysia With
Jason Scott Lee
06:50    George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
07:40    Top Tables, Top Cities
08:05    Eat Street
08:30    Eat Street
08:55    David Rocco’s Dolce Vita
09:20    The Wine Quest: Spain
09:45    The Food Files
10:10    Maximum Foodie
10:35    Maximum Foodie
11:00    Eat Street
11:25    Eat Street
11:50    Trekking Malaysia With
Jason Scott Lee
12:40    George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
13:35    Top Tables, Top Cities
14:00    Sara’s New Nordic Kitchen
14:30    Tom’s Istanbul Delight
14:55    Glamour Puds
15:25    Glamour Puds
15:50    David Rocco’s Dolce India
16:20    Maximum Foodie
16:45    Maximum Foodie
17:15    East Bites West
17:40    Lee Chan’s World Food Tour
18:10    Lee Chan’s World Food Tour
18:35    Carnival Eats
19:05    Glamour Puds
19:30    Glamour Puds
20:00    David Rocco’s Dolce India
20:25    Maximum Foodie
20:50    Maximum Foodie
21:15    East Bites West
21:40    Lee Chan’s World Food Tour
22:05    Lee Chan’s World Food Tour
22:30    Carnival Eats
22:55    George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
23:45    Top Tables, Top Cities

00:20    Deadly Instincts
01:10    Wild 24
02:00    Monster Fish
02:50    World’s Deadliest
03:45    Ultimate Predators GPU
04:40    Caught In The Act
05:35    World’s Deadliest
06:30    Ultimate Predators GPU
07:25    Caught In The Act
08:20    Outback Wrangler
09:15    Race Of Life
09:40    Race Of Life
10:10    America’s National Parks
11:05    Animals Gone Wild
12:00    Monster Fish
12:55    Africa’s Creative Killers
13:50    I, Predator
14:45    Caught In The Act
15:40    Cameramen Who Dare
16:35    Race Of Life
17:00    Race Of Life
17:30    America’s National Parks
18:25    Animals Gone Wild
19:20    Caught In The Act
20:10    Cameramen Who Dare
21:00    Race Of Life
21:25    Race Of Life
21:50    America’s National Parks
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THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY
FOR CIVIL INFORMATION

Automated enquiry  about
the Civil ID card is

1889988

Kuwait

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Thursday 7/4/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
MSC 415 Sohag 00:10
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
KKK 6506 Istanbul 00:55
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
SAI 441 Lahore 01:30
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:45
JZR 552 Alexandria 01:50
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:25
KAC 544 Cairo 03:40
LMU 510 Cairo 04:00
QTR 8511 Doha 04:30
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:15
JZR 529 Asyut 06:00
KAC 412 Bangkok/Manila 06:15
PAL 668 Manila/Dubai 06:25
BAW 157 London 06:40
IRA 673 Ahwaz 07:15
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
JZR 503 Luxor 07:25
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 07:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:40
KAC 204 Lahore 07:40
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:50
SVA 512 Riyadh 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
KAC 352 Kochi 08:20
KAC 362 Colombo 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:00
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:05
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
IRA 667 Esfahan 09:05
QTR 1070 Doha 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 11:00
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
NIA 151 Cairo 12:20
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
JZR 241 Amman 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
KAC 620 Doha 13:10
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
JZR 779 Jeddah 14:05
KAC 672 Dubai 14:05
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
AXB 393 Kozhikode 14:10
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20

GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KNE 529 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 742 Dammam 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
SYR 341 Damascus 15:00
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:10
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
JAD 301 Amman 15:55
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
KNE 531 Jeddah 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 535 Cairo 16:20
KAC 118 New York 16:30
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 16:50
KAC 562 Amman 16:55
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
KAC 678 Muscat/Abu Dhabi 17:50
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
QTR 1080 Doha 17:55
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
KAC 774 Riyadh 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:15
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:45
FDB 059 Dubai 19:50
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:05
KNE 382 Taif 20:10
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:30
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:55
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:05
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20
KLM 417 Amsterdam 21:25
KAC 676 Dubai 21:35
QTR 1082 Doha 21:55
GFA 219 Bahrain 22:00
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:15
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
MSC 501 Alexandria 22:30
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
THY 764 Istanbul 22:55
MSC 403 Asyut 23:00
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:20
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
PIA 205 Lahore 23:40

Arrival Flights on Thursday 7/4/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JAI 574 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
MSC 404 Asyut 00:55
KLM 411 Amsterdam 00:55
MSC 416 Sohag 01:05
JZR 502 Luxor 01:15
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
SAI 442 Lahore 02:30
THY 765 Istanbul 02:45
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:45
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
OMA 644 Muscat 04:00
KKK 6505 Istanbul 04:05
FDB 068 Dubai 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
QTR 1077 Doha 04:35
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
QTR 8512 Doha 06:00
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
QTR 1087 Doha 06:30
THY 771 Istanbul 06:45
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 06:55
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
IRA 672 Ahwaz 08:15
BAW 156 London 08:25
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
SVA 513 Riyadh 08:50
JZR 534 Cairo 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
KAC 619 Doha 09:30
KAC 671 Dubai 09:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:45
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
IRA 668 Mashhad 10:05
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
QTR 1071 Doha 10:45
KAC 677 Muscat/Abu Dhabi 10:50
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 153 Istanbul 11:00
KAC 561 Amman 11:20
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 741 Dammam 11:35
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 12:00
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:20
NIA 152 Cairo 13:20
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00

UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
PAL 669 Dubai/Manila 14:45
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
AXB 394 Kozhikode 15:10
KNE 381 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
JZR 189 Dubai 15:50
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
SYR 342 Damascus 16:00
SVA 505 Jeddah 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
JAD 302 Amman 16:35
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KNE 532 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
FDB 052 Dubai 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
NIA 252 Alexandria 17:50
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
JZR 538 Cairo 18:30
JZR 554 Alexandria 18:50
KAC 563 Amman 19:00
QTR 1081 Doha 19:05
JZR 238 Amman 19:15
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 19:55
FDB 060 Dubai 20:30
KAC 283 Dhaka 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:45
DLH 634 Doha 20:50
ABY 122 Sharjah 20:50
KAC 351 Kochi 20:50
KAC 353 BLR 20:55
KAC 343 Chennai 20:55
KAC 543 Cairo 21:00
KNE 234 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
OMA 648 Muscat 21:15
MSR 619 Alexandria 21:30
QTR 1089 Doha 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 21:55
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 417 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 381 Delhi 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
GFA 220 Bahrain 23:00
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
MSC 502 Alexandria 23:30

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(07/04/2016 TO 13/04/2016)

112

Fajr: 04:10

Shorook 05:31

Duhr: 11:50

Asr: 15:23

Maghrib: 18:10

Isha: 19:28

PRAYER TIMINGS

SHARQIA-1
OBSERVANCE 12:15 PM
OBSERVANCE 2:30 PM
NO FRI+SAT
KUNG FU PANDA 3 2:15 PM
FRI+SAT
KUNG FU PANDA 3 4:15 PM
OBSERVANCE 6:15 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 8:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 11:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 12:45 AM

SHARQIA-2
THE BOSS 12:30 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 1:30 PM
THE BOSS 2:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 4:30 PM
THE BOSS 6:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 8:30 PM
THE BOSS 10:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:30 AM

SHARQIA-3
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 1:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 4:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 7:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 10:00 PM
10 CLOVERFIELD LANE 1:00 AM
10 CLOVERFIELD LANE 1:45 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 4:00 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 7:15 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 10:30 PM

MUHALAB-1
THE BOSS 12:15 PM
THE BOSS 2:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 4:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 6:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 8:15 PM
THE BOSS 10:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-2
OBSERVANCE 12:00 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 1:45 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 1:30 PM
OBSERVANCE 4:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 6:30 PM
OBSERVANCE 8:15 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 10:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 1:00 AM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 10:15 PM
OBSERVANCE 1:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 12:30 PM

NO FRI+SAT
KUNG FU PANDA 3 11:30 AM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 1:30 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 3:30 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 6:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 10:15 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 3:30 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 6:45 PM
SARDAAR GABBAR SINGH - Telugu 10:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 1:15 AM

FANAR-1
THE BOY AND THE BEAST 12:15 PM
THE BOY AND THE BEAST 2:45 PM
THE BOY AND THE BEAST 5:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 7:45 PM
THE BOSS 10:00 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:05 AM

FANAR-2
MR. RIGHT 1:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 3:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 5:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 7:00 PM
MR. RIGHT 9:00 PM
MR. RIGHT 11:00 PM
MR. RIGHT 1:00 AM

FANAR-3
OBSERVANCE 12:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 2:30 PM
JU ON: THE GRUDGE 3 (JU-ON: THE BEGINNING OF THE END) 4:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 6:45 PM
JU ON: THE GRUDGE 3 (JU-ON: THE BEGINNING OF THE END) 8:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 10:45 PM
OBSERVANCE 12:45 AM

MARINA-1
OBSERVANCE 12:15 PM
THE BOSS 2:00 PM
THE BOSS 4:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 6:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 8:00 PM
THE BOSS 10:00 PM
OBSERVANCE 12:05 AM

MARINA-2
MR. RIGHT 12:30 PM
MR. RIGHT 2:30 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: AWN OF JUSTICE 4:30 PM
MR. RIGHT 7:30 PM
BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF JUSTICE 9:30 PM
MR. RIGHT 12:30 AM

MARINA-3
MA3 AL KHATAR Kuwaiti Film) 11:45 AM

MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 2:00 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 4:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 2:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 4:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 6:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 8:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 10:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:45 AM

AVENUES-1
KUNG FU PANDA 3 11:30 AM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 1:45 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 4:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 6:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 8:30 PM
10 CLOVERFIELD LANE 10:45 PM
10 CLOVERFIELD LANE 1:00 AM

AVENUES-2
MR. RIGHT 12:30 PM
MR. RIGHT 2:45 PM
MR. RIGHT 5:00 PM
MR. RIGHT 7:15 PM
MR. RIGHT 9:30 PM
MR. RIGHT 11:45 PM

AVENUES-3
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 2:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 4:45 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 7:00 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 9:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 11:30 PM

360º- 1
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 1:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 3:30 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 5:45 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 8:00 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 10:15 PM
MA3 AL KHATAR (Kuwaiti Film) 12:30 AM

360º- 2
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 12:30 PM
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 2:45 PM
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 5:00 PM
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 7:15 PM
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 9:30 PM
3000 NIGHTS - Arabic 11:45 PM

360º- 3
KUNG FU PANDA 3 12:45 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 3:00 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 5:15 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 7:30 PM
KUNG FU PANDA 3 9:45 PM

ACCOMMODATION

Sharing accommodation
available in Jabriya block
10 str. 9 beside Jabriya
Indian School, 1 big room
+ 1 medium with balcony
suitable area. Tel:
55030515, 55983570. 
(C 5155) 5-4-2016

FOR SALE

Contents of a flat (furni-
ture) for sale in Salmiya
next to Donbosco School,
expat leaving Kuwait.
Contact: 97453334.
(C 5156)
7-6-2016

NOW HIRING

Please send your CV to:
mygymkuwait@yahoo.com

Creative individuals who have a talent for physical
fitness instruction and love working with kids.

Skills:
Fluent in English - Good memory skills, Microsoft program knowledge and background
in arts, child development and/or gymnastics are a plus. Must be open to coaching.



THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2016

You have lots of work to do today and yet there is a strong impulse to put
things off until another time. Allow yourself to socialize with a few of your

co-worker friends and then let others know that you will need to concentrate on your
work. You will eventually get into the swing of the routine and see progress. There are
many interesting things going on to distract you but you are determined to stay on track
with the most important matters of today. A family matter improves and a love relation-
ship deepens. This evening you may feel that conditions are satisfactory in all different
avenues of your life. Give yourself credit and pat yourself on the back for making a change.
Enjoy celebrating this day! 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Probing discussions with co-workers may have you realizing that some
changes need to be made in order to reach your goals. You will become absorbed in rou-
tine work and performing helpful services the rest of this week. A respected person’s opin-
ion represents an important area of change at this time. Conflicts are overcome through
compromise. Karmic issues are clearly defined and you can resolve old patterns. An article
you read or a scientific report brings you some fresh insight and perhaps a new perspec-
tive on some of your ideas. Happiness is a wonderful rebound from hard work-and you
certainly work hard. You will find that a close friendship has developed now with someone
that you met through your work environment.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

This is a delightfully romantic and social time. Your support system-family,
home and those who give you nourishment-are pleasantly, becoming more secure. You
are able to dispense with some of the frustrations that have been in your past and you can
see the road you want to follow. Things are happening and your career depends upon
your own drive which is strong. You are surrounded with good fortune. It is easy for you to
make correct decisions and move forward where career and success are concerned. Life’s
problems seem manageable and easy to solve at this time. Reserve, self-confidence and
self-reliance will be your best attitude all month and will encourage success. Enjoy the
young people in your family today.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You try very hard to make sure your communicating is to make a sale and
not to just pass time today. It is a better time to sell than to buy. This applies to material
things, but extends to bonds, and stocks as well. This afternoon you will make the effort to
improve the channels of understanding and appreciation between friends. Plans with
friends are discussed that might include some humanitarian, scientific or metaphysical
goals. This may mean a class in herbal healing or the science of meditation, etc. You may
seriously be thinking of taking on new concepts-putting aside the old ideas. It’s an ideal
time to visit a bookstore or library. Laughter with friends this evening seals relationships
and fun times are long remembered.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

When you look at the clock, you are surprised and pleased to see the
morning moving along quickly. You could find yourself visiting with a co-worker or just
enjoying the noon lunch break under a tree later in the afternoon. Your goals stand in stark
contrast to the goals of others-adjustments may be needed. A business decision takes
careful analysis this afternoon and a conference call may be in order. There is a need for a
new understanding. Take time to think through all the ideas. Small changes can have big
effects later. Important financial decisions require more information than you realize. It’s
important to gather all the facts necessary to give you a realistic idea of what you are get-
ting into. Enjoy a relaxing dinner at home this evening.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Other people tend to encourage you to make decisions prematurely. Do
not hesitate to delay decisions until you have had time to give important matters your full
attention. Hastily conceived plans might seem attractive in the heat of the moment but
might not look so smart when you have checked out the details. This afternoon you have
the ability for sustained work that allows you to coordinate and organize as you never
have before. You can bring into fruition particular projects or results from some psycho-
logical development. Be wise in your urge for independence. You are coming into a time
of experimenting with new concepts and putting the old ideas behind. Enjoy the compa-
ny of young people around you this evening.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

This is a good day to enjoy. You are doing a good job on developing your
personal resourcefulness. Your awareness of psychological processes enables you to relin-
quish old attachments and make an important transition in your growth. This may mean
new growth in your professional life as well as in your personal life. A sense of regenera-
tion gives you enthusiasm for leadership and improved recognition for your creative
efforts. All of this concentration on the improvements you are making will show positive
results soon. Some may not appreciate your intensity and if you push too much, you may
limit yourself. Watch to keep a balance and don’t give up-there are wonderful rewards to
enjoy soon. Laugh with friends.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Going back to the blackboard, so to speak, this is just what today is all
about, particularly this morning. You work at getting things right. This could mean the
right poetry to fit the right melody or the right drawing to fit the landscape, etc. Big ideas
and grand visions play a leading role today. Mysterious or mystical information fires your
imagination. You find ways to express your ideas and you look forward to completing a
few ongoing projects. Education is the key to dealing with new technological tools this
week-be open to new ways of working-learn, share, discus! At home this evening-share a
positive message with others. Talk about upcoming events and stay out of the financial
doghouse for now.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Most of the co-workers around you get the silliness out of the way quickly.
A new project is presented this morning and you and your co-workers are

glad to get the work moving. Compromising and cooperation brings positive results.
Practice caution in personal finances this afternoon; there is a tendency to go overboard.
There could be group meetings to plan for this evening-perhaps a neighborhood crime
watch or community organization. The planning that is scheduled will go easily. You may
be jotting down notes before the meeting, much of this day. A former lover wants to
introduce a new mate and whether this is a pleasant experience depends on the expecta-
tions. A friend offers a nice compliment this evening.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

There could be some difference of opinion when it comes to a work issue
this morning. Someone could be a bit too touchy; careful. Check out the circumstances
before giving your thoughts on a problem-solving issue. You have a hair-trigger mind
today with quick reaction to outside impressions. It takes diplomacy, tact and patience to
negotiate some important issue during an afternoon meeting. Acting on impulse can
cause frustrations. Slow down, think about what you want to say and then you will see
positive results. Consider making a list to guide you successfully through the day. This
afternoon you may find yourself searching for the deeper meaning of life and how it

relates to you and your future. This evening is family time.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

There could be plans this coming weekend for you to visit with old friends
and catch up on the activities of your friends. This may create moments of

deep thought and surfacing memories to enjoy with your friends. It may be difficult to
hold your work duties in sight. Have your notes handy for this weekend’s possible enter-
tainment activities but work to concentrate on the work at hand. Your workday ends
quickly and you have plans to develop and people to talk to about party ideas. You are
very pleased that so many people are contributing to the reunion. Government issues
come to your attention and this evening you research the internet and try to become

more informed. There are plenty of e-mails to keep up with as well.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

A new sense of self, a more assertive personal style, a more dynamic
approach to life are the hallmarks of the cycle that begins for you now. Work projects or
schoolwork is becoming fun and you may be feeling pleased with your progress. Doubts
fade into the background and reserve is more and more a thing of the past. Rather than
just accepting that which you have been taught, you will begin to seek answers from
many paths of reference. Getting the facts and making sure that people get your message
straight can make all the difference in the world. Any shortcomings in these areas can raise
hurdles and cause problems. Relaxing with your friends and joking around in positive
ways are part of what makes this a good day.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1219

ACROSS
1. Surface layer of ground containing a matt

of grass and grass roots.
4. A native or inhabitant of Yugoslavia.
12. A metric unit of volume or capacity equal

to 10 liters.
15. Any of various primates with short tails or

no tail at all.
16. Extinct order of jawless vertebrates.
17. An overwhelming feeling of wonder or

admiration.
18. The quantity contained in a keg.
19. Someone employed by a gas company.
20. Asian rat snakes.
22. The United Nations agency concerned

with civil aviation.
24. A major French river.
25. A fertile tract in a desert (where the water

table approaches the surface).
26. A fraudulent business scheme.
28. Material used to daub walls.
30. A soft white precious univalent metallic

element having the highest electrical
and thermal conductivity of any metal.

32. A metallic element of the rare earth
group.

33. American literary critic and historian
(1886-1963).

37. A Bantu language spoken in southern
Zaire.

42. A strategically located monarchy on the
southern and eastern coasts of the
Arabian Peninsula.

43. A full skirt with a gathered waistband.
44. Large genus of erect or climbing prickly

shrubs including roses.
46. A dark-skinned member of a race of peo-

ple living in Australia when Europeans
arrived.

47. A member of the Siouan people inhabit-
ing the valleys of the Platte and Missouri
rivers in Nebraska.

48. Long-tailed brilliantly colored parrot of
Central and South America.

51. Essential oil or perfume obtained from
flowers.

53. An enclosed space.
54. The forest trees growing in a country or

region.
55. A river that rises in central Germany and

flows north to join the Elbe River.
56. Remove from memory or existence.
59. English aristocrat who was the first wife of

Prince Charles.
61. A colorless and odorless inert gas.
62. A hemoprotein composed of globin and

heme that gives red blood cells their
characteristic color.

63. Half the width of an em.
64. Set down according to a plan.
67. West Indian tree having racemes of fra-

grant white flowers and yielding a
durable timber and resinous juice.

71. Nut of any of several trees of the genus
Corylus.

74. Bottle that has a narrow neck.
77. By bad luck.
78. Shah of Iran who was deposed in 1979 by

Islamic fundamentalists (1919-1980).
81. Aircraft landing in bad weather in which

the pilot is talked down by ground con-
trol using precision approach radar.

82. An investment trust that owns and man-
ages a pool of commercial properties
and mortgages and other real estate ass-
sets.

83. Indicating the most important performer
or role.

84. A barrier constructed to contain the flow
or water or to keep out the sea.

85. A Chadic language spoken in Chad.
86. Cause to become alive again.
87. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. British writer of short stories (1870-1916).
2. An organization of countries formed in

1961 to agree on a common policy for
the sale of petroleum.

3. Remove gas from.
4. A sharp projection on an edge or surface.
5. Take away the weapons from.
6. A wound made by cutting.
7. Of or relating to osmosis.
8. The complete duration of something.
9. Bordered by a line of things.
10. A public promotion of some product or

service.
11. A visible suspension in the air of particles

of some substance.
12. The time during which someone's life

continues.
13. The basic unit of money in China.
14. (comparative of `little' usually used with

mass nouns) Quantifier meaning not as
great in amount or degree.

21. Excluded from use or mention.
23. Any isomeric saturated hydrocarbon

found in petroleum and used as a fuel
and solvent.

27. The blood group whose red cells carry
both the A and B antigens.

29. The elementary stages of any subject
(usually plural).

31. A stringed instrument usually having six
strings.

34. A member of the Siouan people formerly
living in the Missouri river valley in NE
Nebraska.

35. An esoteric or occult matter that is tradi-
tionally secret.

36. Someone who snores while sleeping.
38. French anthropologist who studied the

craniums and brains of different races of
people.

39. Voluntary contributions to aid the poor.
40. An anti-TNF compound (trade name

Arava) that is given orally.
41. A resident of Iowa.
45. An associate degree in applied science.
49. An officer who acts as military assistant to

a more senior officer.
50. An argument that is conclusive.
52. Of or relating to a speaker of the Tamil

language or the language itself.
57. A member of the Indian people of north-

ern California and southern Oregon.
58. A gradual decline (in size or strength or

power or number).
60. A silvery ductile metallic element found

primarily in bauxite.
65. Lighted up by or as by fire or flame.
66. (Irish) Chief god of the Tuatha De Danann.
68. On or toward the lee.
69. The habitation of wild animals.
70. (Akkadian) Father of the gods and con-

sort of Tiamat.
72. Leaf or strip from a leaf of the talipot

palm used in India for writing paper.
73. An island in Indonesia east of Java.
75. Someone who works (or provides work-

ers) during a strike.
76. God of love and erotic desire.
79. A nucleotide derived from adenosine that

occurs in muscle tissue.
80. A tube in which a body fluid circulates.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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Janet Jackson is postponing her world tour
because she is “planning a family”. The 49-year-
old singer  - who is married to Wissam Al-Mana

- has been ordered to rest by doctors, but is deter-
mined to get back on the road as soon as she can.
She said in a video message to fans: “Hey you guys,
on August 31 I launched the ‘Unbreakable world
tour.  “First I want to thank all the fans for coming
out and seeing the show, you guys made it so
enjoyable each and every night. “We are in the sec-
ond leg of the tour and there’s been a sudden
change and I thought it was important you be the
first to know. “My husband and I are planning a
family so I’m going to have to delay the tour.
“Please, if you can, try and understand it’s impor-
tant that I do this now, I have to rest up, doctors’
orders, but i have not forgotten about you, I will
continue the tour as soon as I possibly can.” The
‘Together Again’ hitmaker concluded her message
with thanks to all those involved in her tour. She
added: “I want to thank the dancers, the band, my
entire crew, you were so professional, so incredibly
talented, so supportive and loving each and every
night, and I can’t wait to get started again. “I’d like
to thank Live Nation for your loyal partnership and

support, you guys are the best at what you do in
your field and know that’s why I’m with you. “Once
again thank you to all your friends for your love,
your loyalty, it’s truly appreciated. It’s been a long
journey and you’ve been there every step of the
way and I really do appreciate that, thank you so
much. Inshallah, I will see you soon, I love you, bye.”
Last month, Janet postponed the European leg of
the tour just three weeks before it was due to
begin. She previously postponed 29 US dates on
the tour after being advised to have surgery and
rescheduled them for July and August.  In
announcing the postponement of the US tour,
Janet appealed to her fans for prayers. She said on
her website: “Hey you guys...Happy Holidays to
each and every one of you! I need you to know, I
learned today, from my doctors that I must have
surgery soon. “It breaks my heart to tell you that I
am forced to postpone the ‘Unbreakable Tour’ until
the spring. “Please pray for me, my family and our
entire company during this difficult time...There
will be no further comment.”

Janet to postpone tour because she is ‘planning a family’

Tomlinson is 
already a ‘great

dad’, according to
his own grandfather

Louis Tomlinson’s granddad says the star is “learning
very quickly” to be a “great dad”.  The 24-year-old
singer’s grandfather Len says the One Direction hunk

will be a “better dad” the more he looks after his two-
month-old son Freddie - who he has with stylist Briana
Jungwirth - and insists his grandson has already picked up
plenty of tips since the little one’s birth in January.  He said:
“He’s learning very quickly to be a dad. I mean Louis wants
to be a great dad and he is a great dad and will be a better
dad. But it’s all a new learning curve for him. “I see him
changing Freddie and feeding Freddie, like we all do and
all have done. But it’s a new phenomenon for Louis and
he’s learning very quickly on his feet.” Len admitted Louis
missed Freddie a lot when he returned to the UK in
February to accept the Best British Video prize for 1D’s
‘Drag Me Down’ music video at the BRIT Awards alongside
fellow band member Liam Payne, which was the first time
he had been away from his Los Angeles-based boy.  Louis’
granddad said: “I mean the baby’s very young, he’s only
two months old. So there’s no real baby stories, apart from
agaga agoogoo.” Len also insisted One Direction will be
back from their self-imposed hiatus at some stage in their
careers - even if they only want to make cash from a return.
Speaking to ITV Calendar, he added: “They will come back.
Even if it’s only to make a lot more money.” 

The ‘Home Alone’ star - who shot to fame at the age of
10, six years after beginning his acting career - may
only be 35 years old but he no longer works very

often and spends his days “whatevering”. He said: “I’m a
man in his mid-30s who’s essentially retired.  “I kind of go
where the wind takes me a little bit.”  Macaulay went on to
explain he spends most of his days painting, writing in his
notebooks, and “whatevering.” Despite it being 25 years
since ‘Home Alone’ was released, Macaulay is still recog-
nized “constantly” and divides his time between New York
and Paris, initially believing no one knew who he was in
France. He told New York magazine: “It turned out that no,
they recognized me, they just didn’t care. I was like, ‘Where
have you people been my entire life?’?” The actor - who,
despite being “retired”, can soon be seen in ‘Adam Green’s

Aladdin’ - was stunned recently when he visited a cafe in
Paris and asked for the Wi-Fi log-in details. He recalled: “A
waitress just gave it to me and walked away-their Wi-Fi
code was ‘Macaulay Culkin.’ When she came back, I said, ‘I
like your Wi-Fi code.’ She goes, ‘Thank you,’ and I say, ‘C’est
moi.’ She turned white and brought over the owner of the
place, who said, ‘I knew you’d come here someday.’?” When
he is back in the US, the ‘My Girl’ actor lives in the New York
apartment he bought when he was 19 and only goes out
when he is unlikely to be spotted. He admitted: “I’ll take
walks at two or four in the morning, because there’s
nobody out on the streets and it’s easy for me to go unno-
ticed.”

Macaulay Culkin is ‘essentially retired’

Rob Kardashian used over 500 roses in his proposal to
Blac Chyna. The ‘Keeping Up With The Kardashians’
star is set to wed girlfriend of three months Blac

Chyna and pulled out all the stops when he popped the
question to make things as romantic as possible.
According to TMZ, Rob covered a room in his girlfriend’s
house with rose petals and candles, and he got down on
one knee and asked her to be his wife when they walked
into the room with Blac’s mother. The make-up artist
replied “Of course, baby! You know I love you!” Meanwhile,
Rob’s family are said to be unconvinced the engagement
will last as he has previously professed his undying love for

former girlfriends Rita Ora and Adrienne Bailon, and even
told his relatives he had proposed to them, though no
engagement announcements were ever made. The 28-
year-old star is said to have deliberately kept his family -
who flew to Vail on a ski trip hours before he proposed to
Blac - in the dark about his engagement plans. A source
described the proposal as “aggressively on the QT.” While
the reclusive sock designer’s mother Kris Jenner and
famous siblings haven’t yet spoken about his happy news,
Blac’s former boyfriend Tyga - who is dating Kylie Jenner -
insists he is happy for the couple. 

Rob Kardashian’s
romantic proposal

The 45-year-old supermodel - who
was scouted by Synchro modeling
agency at the age of 15 when she

was out window shopping in London’s
Covent Garden - has vowed to never go
under the knife to try and stay looking
youthful, and uses a bizarre combination
of Sellotape and moisturizers to keep her
skin taught and fresh.  Speaking to
Vogue.com about her top beauty tips, she
said: “I would never do a facelift. So I use
tape.” Naomi - who plays Camilla Marks in
Fox drama ‘Empire’ - says her mother
Valerie Morris instilled in her a great skin
care regime which involves dousing her
body and face in cream twice a day. She
explained: “I always, always, always use
cream. I think I cream my body twice a day
... Something my mother instilled in me
when I was a child.” The catwalk icon - who
has graced the cover of countless maga-
zines during her phenomenal four-decade
spanning career and modeled for virtually
every major fashion house in the world -
also claims that a minimal use of make-up

has protected her skin. She said: “I like to
put a little shimmer inside my eyes just to
kind of make me look bright and awake
and alert. I don’t like too much powder on
my face in terms of make-up.   “And acces-
sories - it’s all accessories to make yourself
feel better and look good.”

Nick Jonas wants to date Jennifer
Lawrence. The ‘Close’ hitmaker -
who has most recently been

romantically linked with Kate Hudson  -
insists it is so obvious that any guy would
want to date the ‘Hunger Games’ beauty,
he needed to give “no explanation” as to
why he’d want to go out with her. During
an interview with Capital FM, the 23-year-
old hunk was asked to join in a game that
they play with all of their celebrity guests,
titled “to bae or not to bae”, where stars
have to say whether or not they would
date a famous name. When DJ Roman
Kemp put forward the ‘Joy’ star, Nick
quickly shot back: “To bae for sure. That
needs no explanation. We know why!

What’s not to love?” And the ‘Jealous’ hit-
maker also confirmed he would date
‘American Idol’ judge, Jennifer Lopez, but
insisted it would be “weird” to explain his
reasons why as they are such good
friends. He said of the ‘On the Floor’ hit-
maker: “To bae for sure. She’s kind of like
the homie, she’s my friend so it’s kind of
weird if I get too specific as to why but
just in general. She’s a great person and
I’m happy to call her a friend.” But one
person Nick rejected was Gigi Hadid, who
is currently romancing Zayn Malik. He
admitted: “Not to bae. My brother [Joe
Jonas] dated her.”

Nick would date Jennifer 

The ‘Veep’ star is expecting her second
child with husband Shaun So - who
she has two-year-old daughter

Penelope with - and admitted the couple
are planning to go on holiday before their
new addition arrives.  Speaking in a
Facebook video chat with Travel + Leisure
magazine, she said: “Being expecting as I
am we’re going to take it low-key and try to
get a beach vacation in pretty soon.  “I real-
ly do try to take a good vacation at least
once a year. When my husband and I got
married we made a promise to ourselves
that we would use our passport at least
once a year because we just love doing
that.  “We’ve kept that up happily even hav-
ing a toddler. She’s got a couple of stamps
on her passport already.” The 35-year-old
actress - who shot to fame as main charac-
ter Vada Sultenfuss in 1991 movie ‘My Girl’
alongside Macaulay Culkin - recently
admitted she is enjoying motherhood and
loves spending time with her daughter and
watching the little one growing up.  She
said: “It’s awesome. I love it. She’s becoming
her own person and it’s delicious to watch.
“She’s really fun and really sweet. And she’s

very determined. I love all those things
about her. If she wasn’t my daughter, I’d
want to hang out with her still. She’s really
good company.” Jake Gyllenhaal: Being a
child star can be ‘dangerous’

Anna Chlumsky is pregnantNaomi Campbell would
‘never’ have a facelift
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Ajudge has ruled Porsche are not responsible for
the death of Paul Walker. The ‘Fast & Furious’ star
and his friend Roger Rodas were killed in

November 2013 when the Porsche Carrera GT they were
driving in crashed and burst into flames and a court has
now rejected Rodas’ widow, Kristine Rodas’ wrongful
death lawsuit, in which she claimed the car lacked cru-
cial safety features that would have prevented the men’s
deaths. US District Judge Philip S. Gutierrez ruled on
Monday that there was no evidence the Porsche’s sus-
pension failed before the crash or that the vehicle
lacked a “properly functioning crash cage” and “fuel cell.”
He also denied Kristine’s claim that the company failed

to warn drivers about the “substandard side impact pro-
tection.” The judge ruled Rodas’ fatal injuries occurred
when he and his passenger collided during the crash,
which a crash cage wouldn’t prevent, and noted the
impact force came from the front of the vehicle. He also
declared there was “undisputed evidence” showing that
Rodas died from fire resulting from racing fuel. Kristine
plans to appeal the decision, while a separate suit filed
by Paul’s daughter Meadow, 17, will still go ahead. The
teenager’s attorney, Jeff Milan, said in a statement: “The
issues in the cases are very different. The federal case
was filed on behalf of Roger Rodas, who was the driver
of the Porsche Carrera GT and was killed instantly upon

impact.  “Meadow’s father, Paul Walker, was a passenger
in the car. He survived the crash but was trapped and
burned to death because of the vehicle’s defects.
“Meadow will  continue to fight to hold Porsche
accountable for selling a defective product that kills.” A
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department and California
Highway Patrol investigation previously concluded that
unsafe speed caused the crash as the vehicle was travel-
ling at 94 mph when the posted speed limit was 45
mph.

Judge: Porsche not at fault in 

crash that killed Paul Walker

Paris gets tattoo

in memory MJ
Paris Jackson has got a tattoo in memory of her father

Michael Jackson. The aspiring singer - who turned 18
on Sunday  - is thrilled with her permanent tribute to

the late King of Pop, after having the words ‘Queen of My
Heart’, in her father’s handwriting, etched onto her left
wrist by Justin Lewis at Timeless Tattoo 738 in Los Angeles.
Alongside a photograph of her new ink, she wrote on
Instagram: “Queen of My Heart” in his handwriting. To
everyone else he was the King of Pop. To me, well, he was
the king of my heart. Thank you @dermagrapink, you’re a
legend [@austinbrown]  (sic)” The tattoo artist was pleased
to welcome Paris, who was accompanied by her cousin
Austin Brown, into his studio for the “sweet” piece of work.
Alongside a picture of himself, Paris and Austin, he cap-
tioned a photo on Instagram: “Paris Michael Jackson got
her tattoo today, letters from her father, so sweet. #paris-
jackson and Austin Brown her cousin. (sic)”  Paris - who is
the daughter of Debbie Rowe - had long spoken of her
desire to have a tattoo tribute to her father, who was born
on August 29, 1958. Back in 2011, she tweeted: I kinda
want to get August XXIX tatted on my back.”  June will
mark seven years since the passing of the ‘Bad’ singer, who
died aged 50 of acute Propofol intoxication.

Dickinson gets
emotional talking

breast cancer fight

Janice Dickinson felt “fear” for the first time ever when
diagnosed with breast cancer. The 61-year-old model -
who disclosed her health condition last week - “lost it”

when doctors confirmed a lump in her breast was cancerous
because her own mother had died from a form of the disease.
Opening up about her shock diagnosis, she said: “It’s shocking,
everything hit me at once. My mother died of cancer, so I
know how bad I felt when I heard about my mother... lately I’m
tearful because I felt fear for the first time. And I don’t get
scared. I kind of lost it.” Janice has a common form of breast
cancer known as ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS) and when she
found out, her first thoughts were for her son Nathan, 28,
daughter Savannah, 22, and 68-year-old fiancÈ Robert ‘Rocky’
Gerner. She added: “My son broke down. Honestly haven’t
cried in about 30 years... “I want to see my daughter walk
down the aisle and I want grandchildren, and I want to get
married with Rocky, my fiancÈ, who’s a doctor.”  But despite
her fear, Janice has vowed to “fight” the disease and admitted
she went public to warn other women to get their breasts reg-
ularly checked. She told TV show ‘The Doctors’ : “I’m a fighter.
I’m not the type of woman to fall apart but it’s nothing to
downplay. “I’m doing this for all women, please sisters have
regular breast examinations. I can be emotional and happy
and sad and afraid but I’m not alone. I now await surgery.”

Affleck and Garner’s London move

Tyga is happy for
Blac and Rob 

The rapper’s former fiance recently got engaged
to her boyfriend of three months and while Tyga
and Blac have had an acrimonious relationship

since their split, he insisted he only wants her and
their son King Cairo, three, to be happy. Tyga, 26,
tweeted: “Everybody deserves 2 be happy. What
some1 does for their happiness is not my concern, as
long as it’s not interfering wit my happiness. “It makes
me happy to see the mother of my son happy .My
only concern in this situation is my son. I want him in
happy environments (sic).” Blac, 27, was previously
close friends with Rob’s sister Kim Kardashian West
but fell out with the family after Tyga started dating
their younger sister Kylie Jenner, 18. Meanwhile, Blac -
who celebrated her engagement with Rob, 29, at a
strip club - is excited to become a Kardashian. Her rep-
resentative told PEOPLE that the model, real name
Angela White, is planning to use her given name once
she ties the knot, saying: “She was more than excited,
she was thrilled, just super happy. She’s soon to be
Angela Kardashian. She’s ecstatic.”

Ben Affleck and Jennifer Garner have bought
a London home together.  Although the for-
mer couple split last year after 10 years of

marriage, they will live together in the UK with
their three children later this year while Ben films
‘Justice League: Part One’ at Leavesden Studios.  A
source told The Sun: “Ben and Jennifer are a very
strong cohesive unit.  “They have created a new
normal, which will continue while they are living
in London. “Ben wants his family close when he’s
working, and staying together in a new country
will be a great experience, despite himself and
Jennifer being no longer a couple.” Meanwhile,
Ben recently insisted he follows Jennifer’s lead
when it comes to parenting. The ‘Batman v
Superman: Dawn of Justice’ star has nothing but
support for his ex-wife and says the most impor-
tant thing for the pair is keeping things positive
for the sake of their three children - Violet, 10,
Seraphina, seven and Samuel, four. He explained:
“Life doesn’t always turn out exactly the way you
want. We’re doing our very best and we’re putting
our kids first. That’s how we’re focusing on our day
to day lives. And we don’t know what the future’s
going to hold. “Each step that we take is one
where we prioritize our children and everything
else comes second. She’s just so good at doing
that and sets such a good example. And that’s a
lead that I follow.”

Theron had a

crush on Hanks

The ‘Mad Max: Fury Road’ star was sweetly
infatuated with the actor during her
formative years and often imagined her-

self as one of his glamorous female co-stars
such as Meg Ryan, with whom he starred in a
string of hit movies including 1993’s ‘Sleepless
in Seattle’ and 1998’s ‘You’ve Got Mail’.  She
said: “I grew up watching the movies of Tom
Hanks. He was like a ‘boyfriend’. When I was
eight, I would walk around like I was one of the
girls in a Tom Hanks movie. So I have a restrain-
ing order from his wife!” Charlize attended the
Academy Awards last month and though she
refused to mention her crush to when she
bumped into Tom and his spouse Rita Wilson,
she was delighted to present the award for
Best Original Screenplay with her ‘ The
Hunstman: Winter’s War’ co-star Emily Blunt.
Charlize’s five-year-old Jackson watched the
Oscars ceremony and was confused when she
didn’t win a golden statuette, but was pleased
when his mother showed him the award she
won for her performance in ‘Monster’.  During
an appearance on Italian chat show ‘Che
Tempo Che Fa’, Charlize - who also has baby
daughter August - said: “I just went to the
Oscars this year to present an award with Emily
Blunt. My son now has started to understand
things better. And he watched the Oscars on
TV. He noticed that everybody won an Oscar,
so when I came back home, he was like, ‘Mum,
you didn’t win anything!’ So I literally told him,
‘Come with me’. I took him in the living room
and I told him, ‘Look at it, you see that? Your
mom won.”

Gwyneth Paltrow is writing a self-help book
to navigate the “perfect divorce”. The ‘Iron
Man 3’ actress is keen to pass on the knowl-

edge she gained after splitting from husband Chris
Martin - the father of her children Apple and Moses
- two years ago, and will pay particular attention to
caring for yourself. A source told Grazia magazine:
“Gwyneth has told friends that she couldn’t have
got through the last year without self-help. Now
that she’s on the other side, she wants to pass on
everything she’s learned... [The book will focus on]
her personal journey navigating the most difficult

period of her life, with emphasis on how to get
through hard times by treating your body the right
way. There will be recipes, supplement guides and
meditation techniques.” And 43-year-old Gwyneth -
who is now dating TV producer Brad Falchuk - will
be honest about intimate matters in the tome.  The
source added: “She’s not pulling any punches and
will be going into intimate detail about the healing
powers of a healthy sex life.” The former couple
revealed they had “consciously uncoupled” when
announcing their split in 2014, and Gwyneth
recently admitted she thinks the “bizarre” phrase is

both “powerful and positive”. She said: “It’s such a
bizarre phrase, but having said that, the idea
behind it is so powerful and so positive, ultimately.
“At the time, my marriage was over, and I was dev-
astated.  I was coping with all of that, and then to
have this global media onslaught about it. It was
really a hard time...[but] if you can stay a family
without being in a couple, then the damage is real-
ly mitigated.”

Paltrow’s book on conscious uncoupling



THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2016

l if e s t y l e
F e a t u r e s

From their first apartment through their
most recent tours, the Rolling Stones are
giving fans a chance to take a deep look

into their lives as the “Greatest Rock ‘n’ Roll Band
in the World.” Here are some key things to see at
“Exhibitionism,” the British band’s massive exhibi-
tion at the Saatchi Gallery that opens Tuesday:

Edith Grove
Shortly after the Stones got together as a

band in 1962, founding member Brian Jones
moved into an apartment in west London with
Mick Jagger, Keith Richards and James Phelge.
The apartment, at 102 Edith Grove, was notori-
ous for being a mess, with clothes and dirty dish-
es strewn about the place. The exhibition has
recreated the scene with incredible detail, right
down to the old empty beer bottles, a kitchen
sink filled with pots and pans, and plenty of old
Chuck Berry and Muddy Waters records ready to
be heard by an aspiring band that was, at the
time, making only a few dollars per gig.

“The milk bottles were just growing this .
stuff,” Rolling Stones drummer Charlie Watts says
through a speaker as visitors walk through. “It
was very much like that, the kitchen particularly,”
Watts said as he arrived for Monday’s opening.
Jagger and Richards shared the only bedroom
with Phelge, a London club-goer who became
their roommate and companion. Jones slept in
the living room.

It was at Edith Grove that the band started
writing their own music, like the Beatles were
doing. Although no photos exist of the original
Edith Grove apartment, exhibition curator Ileen
Gallagher said it was made from the memories of

the current band. “The real Edith Grove was like
living in an alien culture,” Phelge, now 73, told
The Associated Press. “You can’t replicate the
spirit of the place.”

Olympic studios
Behind a wall of glass is a recreation of the

studio where the Rolling Stones recorded their
first single, “Come On,” and many of their hits in
the 1960s. There are several instruments scat-
tered around the floor, and a portion of
“Sympathy for the Devil” - a 1968 Jean-Luc
Godard film that shows the song’s creation -
plays on a screen in the background. In honor of
Ian Stewart, the original piano player kicked out
of the band in its infancy because he didn’t quite
fit the part, there is his personal Ajello and Sons
piano. Although Stewart wasn’t officially a mem-
ber, he stayed with the band as a driver, friend,
helper and musician until his death in 1985.

Alongside the glass wall, there are several
small screens with headphones where visitors
can hear about recording methods. “It’s come
out better than I thought. It’s a fun half-hour
walk-through,” Jagger said of the exhibition. “If
you don’t like the Rolling Stones, probably not
for you.”

Clothes
There are lots of clothes, mostly from Jagger,

in a room that looks like a museum. There is the
famous Omega shirt he wore on the 1969 US
tour. There is a replica of the flowing dress-like
white shirt he wore when the Stones played a
free concert at Hyde Park on July 5, 1969 - two
days after the death of Jones. From the 1970s,

there are plenty of jumpsuits. And from the
1980s, you get the sporty look, when Jagger
essentially wore a football uniform on tour. “Mick
kept his clothes, thank God,” Gallagher said.

More recent garments include plenty of long
coats and capes, some of them designed by
Jagger’s late partner L’Wren Scott. The others
contributed various articles, but Jagger’s cos-
tumes are the ones that stand out. “I hope
they’ve been cleaned,” Jagger joked.

Guitars
The creators of the exhibition raided the

homes of Richards and Wood looking for guitars
to display, and they found a few of their most
iconic pieces. Among them is the 1957 Gibson
Les Paul that was hand-painted by Richards and
used during the filming of “Sympathy for the
Devil.” At the time, the Stones were involved in a
drug case that threatened to ruin the band.
“Yeah, I painted it,” Richards says in the notes
accompanying the guitar. “I was bored, waiting
to go to jail.”

Memorabilia
Another section of the exhibition is dedicated

to old posters and records, the walls filled with
colorful reminders of how many times the
Rolling Stones have circled the globe over the
decades. Matt Lee, a 40-year-old marketing pro-
fessional from London who is one of the world’s
foremost Stones collectors, loaned more than 50
items to the exhibit, including many of the
posters on display.

“As a general rule of thumb the earlier the
poster the rarer it is, not just because it is older

and less have survived, but because less were
made in the first place,” Lee told the AP. “The ‘60s
posters are particularly rare but many of the ‘70s
ones are super tough to find, too, particularly in
great condition.” Another of the objects he hand-
ed over for display is the first contract signed by
the band in May 1963.

3-D movie
At the end of the exhibit,  visitors walk

through a backstage area and into a small the-
ater where they can watch a 3-D movie of the
Stones performing “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction.”

Filmed in 2013 when the Stones returned to
Hyde Park for a pair of gigantic shows, the video
brings the viewers right into the concert.
Richards’ guitar neck protrudes from the screen.
Jagger appears seemingly out of nowhere and
struts right in front of your eyes. “Frame by frame
we turned it into 3-D,” said Patrick Woodroffe,
who has worked with the Stones for years. “It
cost a fortune.”— AP

Black and white images of the Rolling Stones mage form the backdrop of a recreated music
studio, as part of Exhibitionism. — AP photos

The hand-painted custom 1957 Gibson guitar
of Keith Richards is photographed as part of
Exhibitionism.

An image of Mick Jagger forms the backdrop of a recreated music studio as part of Exhibitionism .

We’re always running around trying to do the best we
can with our time and our job, always pushing our-
selves to exceed what we think is our limit, when the

truth is, we have no limits. Not even the sky is our limit when
we have the entire galaxy to explore. I feel women nowadays
have become more powerful, educated, opinionated and
extremely hard working, and that’s something that I’m really
proud of and love, but of course in this estrogen-filled world
fierce competition comes with the territory, which isn’t always
a good thing. 

Healthy competition is necessary for you to become more
motivated to do well, and better. There’s nothing wrong with
looking up to another woman as your inspiration, because it’s
healthy to do so and it also means you are confident enough
to recognize other strong and successful women instead of
trying to bring them down. However, all of this hard work and
commitment will eventually take a toll on you and your well
being. 

I’m all for being independent and successful, especially
when you’re a woman (not being sexist) but this is something
that I’ve recently believed in because I feel independent, edu-
cated and successful women are better in making decisions in
both their personal lives; choosing a partner, deciding on
what they deserve and so on, as well as in their career. 

All of that aside, this chaotic lifestyle isn’t a healthy one, it
may be right for a period of time, it may improve your
finances, improve your job title and most likely elevate your
lifestyle, but it’s not something you want to loose yourself
within. At some point, many people become overwhelmed
with work and responsibilities that they forget that they actu-
ally have a life of their own, and I might not be one to talk, but
I also lost myself and was drowned with work and what I
thought that I was doing right, up until I realized that I did not
even have a weekend free of work for the passed year and a
half. 

I literally saw work as an escape, when the truth is you can
never have enough work, never have enough income, you just
turn into this hungry person who just eats, but never gains
weight. You continuously work, neglect your personal and
social life till you find yourself drained, and lonely. Taking a
break will do the exact opposite, and you won’t be able to
take a break until you believe that you actually deserve one,
and that just like how this work opportunity occurred, many
more are yet to come and that you will always get what is
yours in life. 

Shutting yourself down for even an hour day to have it to
yourself, free of work and anything that would keep you busy
is what will keep you sane and will make you feel more ener-

gized and creative with what you do. We all need a break from
everything in our lives, space is healthy, but not too much
space. Even from our partners, friends, and family, when we
spend too much time together arguments seem to break out
and causes tension, which you want to avoid. 

Love yourself to believe that you deserve to take of your-
self, in order to take care of the others around you as well as
your job. You can only work for hard for so long then you’ll
crash if you don’t make sure you take some time off, even if it
was for an hour every day, or to go off for the weekend every
couple of months. It will make you feel better, sleep better,
think more clearly and you will always feel more eager to go
back to work with so much energy and a more positive mind-
set. 

All the pressure, long hours and stress will leave you over-
whelmed and you will start sleeping less, looking and feeling
more tired, which I feel shouldn’t be the case with anything
you do in life, nothing is worth loosing your health for, as
being healthy is the most important and essential thing for
any human being. 

Not even the sky is our limit

Guitars, clothes and grunge at Rolling Stones exhibition 

An image of Mick Jagger forms the backdrop of a recreated music studio as part of
Exhibitionism.

All you need is love. Love’s often in short supply
at the annual Rock and Roll Hall of Fame induc-
tion, however. For all the good vibes of a

career’s crowning achievement, the event can be a
display case for long-running feuds, petty jealousies
and business disputes. Paul Simon once jokingly sug-
gested the hall create a special wing for musical acts
that didn’t get along. This year’s ceremony, taking
place Friday in Brooklyn, has a bumper crop of squab-
bling inductees.

Current members of Deep Purple have refused to
perform with Ritchie Blackmore, guitarist who wrote
the signature riff to “Smoke on the Water” and proba-
bly the most identifiable person who passed through
the band. He left in 1993. So Blackmore told the hall
he won’t show up this week. A reunion was in the
works for Chicago and its former lead singer, Peter
Cetera. But something went awry, and Cetera
announced that he’d be staying away, too. Things did-
n’t look good for Cheap Trick, whose longtime drum-
mer Bun E. Carlos hasn’t played for them in six years.
He explained to Rolling Stone last year that “me and
the singer don’t get along.” After legal wrangling,
Carlos is still considered a member for business pur-
poses, but guitarist Rick Nielsen’s son Daxx now plays
drums. Yet, Carlos is expected to appear Friday and
perform with Cheap Trick again for one more night.
Maybe love will prevail after all.

Can’t buy me love
The Beatles actually set a sour tone early. George

Harrison, Ringo Starr and John Lennon’s widow, Yoko
Ono, appeared for the act’s induction in 1988, but Paul
McCartney stayed away. McCartney cited business dif-
ferences between band members and said he would

“feel like a complete hypocrite waving and smiling ...
at a fake reunion.” That was a bummer, Beach Boys
singer Mike Love said that same night in a memorably
cranky speech where he took shots at nearly everyone
in sight. At one point, he said Mick Jagger was afraid to
have the Rolling Stones perform on the same bill with
the Beach Boys. “I’d like to thank Mike Love for not
mentioning me,” Bob Dylan deadpanned when he
spoke later that night. McCartney was all smiles when
inducted as a solo artist in 1999, five years after
Lennon, but his designer daughter Stella didn’t hide
her feelings that the honor was overdue. 

Awkward!
The hall and inductees have months to prepare

and smooth over unpleasantness for the ceremony.
That’s not always enough to avoid awkward moments.
Creedence Clearwater Revival members Doug Clifford
and Stu Cook were left uncomfortably standing to the
side in 1993 when leader John Fogerty stepped to the
stage to play Creedence songs with Bruce Springsteen
and Robbie Robertson. Fogerty had bitterly split with
the other two and his late brother Tom over business
issues.

When Blondie re-formed in 1999, they left out
members Frank Infante and Nigel Harrison, who sued
unsuccessfully to rejoin. They lost again during the
band’s 2006 induction, when Infante pleaded onstage
with singer Deborah Harry to perform one last time.
“Debbie, are we allowed?” Infante said. Nope. Elvis
Costello still performs with two-thirds of his longtime
backing band, the Attractions. But not bass player
Bruce Thomas, who didn’t help relations by penning a
thinly disguised novel about an autocratic band
leader. When handed his rock hall trophy in 2003,

Thomas said, “thanks for the memories, that’s it,” then
walked offstage and out of the Waldorf Astoria ball-
room. Costello waved goodbye with a lewd gesture.

No shows
Most often, the bad feelings produce emptiness,

with musicians fans would love to see on their big
night not showing or playing. Three members of the
classic Guns N’ Roses lineup appeared in 2012, but
frontman Axl Rose skipped the event, saying it didn’t
“appear to be somewhere I’m actually wanted or
respected.” Eddie Van Halen entered rehab the week
before his namesake band was inducted in 2007. His
drummer brother Alex also stayed away, and vocalist
David Lee Roth was a last-minute pullout because of a
dispute over what song he’d perform.

Diana Ross stayed away from the Supremes’ 1988
induction, two years after Mary Wilson wrote unflatter-
ing things about her in a book. Levon Helm didn’t
show up in 1994; he didn’t get along with Robbie
Robertson. Roger Waters’ longstanding disputes with
his former Pink Floyd members kept him away from
their 1996 induction. Kiss members appeared, but
refused to perform, in 2014 in a dispute over which
members would go into the hall. It wasn’t bitterness
that kept Jerry Garcia away when the Grateful Dead
were inducted in 1994, a year before he died. He didn’t
believe in the hall as an institution. His fellow mem-
bers did, and brought along a cardboard cutout of
Garcia. Leave it to the Sex Pistols to demur most color-
fully. Surviving members posted a note comparing the
hall to “urine in wine” and saying they wouldn’t come
because they were “not your monkeys.”—AP

In this April 15, 2012 file photo, Guns N Roses, from left, Matt Sorum, Duff McKagan,
Slash and Steven Adler appear on stage at their induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame in Cleveland.

Members of Cheap Trick, from left, Robin Zander, Daxx Nielsen, Rick Nielsen and Tom
Petersson pose for a portrait in New York to promote their new album, Bang Zoom Crazy
Hello. — AP photos

Peace, love and understanding? 
Not always at the Rock Hall
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Long a bastion for cheap, fast-fashion manufacturing, a
new crop of designers are trying to transform the Made in
Vietnam label and save the country’s rich ethnic heritage

in the process. In the remote hills of Cao Bang, some 300 kilo-
meters north of the capital Hanoi, Vietnamese designer Thao Vu
is gleefully dropping swaths of hand-spun cotton into a large
bucket of fermented indigo leaves. Her label, Kilomet 109, is at
the forefront of Vietnam’s new ‘ethical fashion’ movement-an
approach to design that seeks to maximize benefit to commu-
nities while minimizing environmental harm.

The 38-year-old designer has been tapping into this grow-
ing global trend by working with some of Vietnam’s 54 ethnic
minority groups, each of which have their own unique textiles
and traditional clothing designs. “I learn the techniques from
them,” Thao told AFP, explaining how she has drawn inspiration
from Nung women in Phuc Sec village, who use natural dyes
and weave on hand looms.  She then adds “a more modern,
contemporary touch” to style garments that will appeal to
clients in fashion capitals like Berlin and New York. But bridging
this divide isn’t always easy.

Thao said the Nung women were shocked when she sug-
gested experimenting with colors outside of their traditional
dark indigo shade. “They looked at me like ‘what’? And they
said: ‘if you lived here you wouldn’t find a husband,’” Thao told
AFP, explaining that crafting the perfect dark indigo fabric dye
is a prerequisite for marriage in their community. Thao perse-
vered, and now uses traditional roots and leaves to color organ-
ic silk, cotton, and hemp, which are also manufactured from
scratch, in a range of hues from deep indigo to pale grey, and
earthy oranges and browns.

Returning to the roots 
Vietnam has in recent decades become a hub for massive

garment factories that churn out reams of cheap clothes as
quickly as possible for fashion giants like Zara, Mango and H&M.
The multi-billion dollar sector has helped drive impressive eco-
nomic growth but also drawn criticism for weak environmental
and labor rights regulations.  Yet products made by the coun-
try’s traditional fabric spinners are inherently eco friendly-made
with natural dyes and textiles, not harsh chemicals or synthetic
fibers. And there is not a sweat shop in sight.

“At first, I just wanted to keep the traditional techniques
alive... but then I realized we need to be concerned about the
environmental, ethical side (of fashion) now or it will be too
late,” said Thao. The designer has already attracted accolades,
winning international design awards and selling her wares to
high-fashion buyers. The local women who work with her, such
as Luong Thi Kim, 40, say they too have benefited from the col-
laboration. “Before I weaved for personal use but now ... our
weaving products can go to other countries. I want to earn
money to raise my children,” Kim told AFP.

Over in central Hue-the former imperial capital of Vietnam-
another label is also helping local artisans market their skills to
the global fashion industry. Fashion4Freedom founder LanVy
Nguyen, a former refugee who fled post-war Vietnam in a
wooden boat and forged a successful Wall Street career,
returned to Vietnam in 1998 and decided to use her venture
capital acumen to save ancient artisanal techniques.

“We knew these people had generations of skill, we just had
to unlock it so the market could appreciate it as we did,” LanVy
told AFP. Fashion4Freedom stepped in to help, teaching tradi-
tional woodworkers, who carve ornate pillars in pagodas or
local houses, to learn how to make platform shoes that cost
some $600 a pair. Do Quang Thanh, a carpenter, said the idea of
making shoes initially struck him as “strange” but he is glad he
gave it a try. “In the past I carved traditional wooden houses
now I carve shoes in a modern style-I love the job,” he said.

Foreign buyers keen 
Jimmy Lepore Hagen, vice president of strategy for high-end

US clothing line Nanette Lapore, said he’s considering a collabora-
tion with Fashion4Freedom, which also sells luxury jewelry and
apparel. “Taking a brand’s idea (and) design aesthetic, and match-
ing that with people who have an incredible culture and history
and are trying to build something new and exciting for US market
is a real opportunity,” he added. The head of Vietnam’s handicraft
export association, Le Ba Ngoc, sees linking  Vietnamese artisans
with overseas fashion designers as a chance to embrace more
sophisticated designs-what he says is the weak link in the handi-
craft chain. “It’s the major factor holding back foreign and domes-
tic sales,” he told AFP. Ensuring consistent quality is also a problem.
But his organization is trying to work with ethnic groups to find
ways to modernize their techniques-such as developing an Indigo
powder dye-while still remaining true to their style. — AFP

Fast fashion to ethical couture: Vietnam’s design evolution

Designer Thao Vu inspecting materials dyed with indigo leaves by  Nung ethnic women at Phuc Sen village, in the north-
ern province of Cao Bang. — AFP photos

A Nung ethnic woman weaving on a traditional loom at Phuc Sen village.

A Nung ethnic woman making textile fibre from cotton using traditional methods.

A woman working at a local embroidery workshop in the central city of Hue.

(From left) Designer Thao Vu watching as Nung ethnic women weave textile fibers using
traditional methods at Phuc Sen village.

Indigo leaves used to dye materials by Nung ethnic women.A model displaying a new creation by designer Thao Vu at her Kilomet 109 studio in Hanoi.

Designer Thao Vu, 38, displaying dried leaves, roots and beans used to dye materials at
her home studio.

Nung ethnic women preparing textile fibres for weaving.

Nung ethnic women
washing dyed 

materials in a spring
at Phuc Sen village.
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Workers attach the lanterns to prepare for the upcoming celebration of Buddha’s birthday on May 14 at the Jogye temple in Seoul, South Korea, yesterday. Many Buddhists visit the temple across the nation to celebrate the birthday
and pray with their wishes. — AP

Hiking boots, bug spray, long underwear
- not your typical packing list for a
wedding. Unless it’s a summer-camp

wedding, a hot new twist on the destination
wedding. Such nuptials are increasingly popu-
lar, wedding planners say, and offer a mix of
nostalgia and adventure.   “I was never that
girl who grew up dreaming about her wed-
ding dress, about her wedding day,” said
Lorelle Binder, who got married last year at
Camp Highlander in Horse Shoe, North
Carolina.

Instead of engaging in the quintessential
hotel or ballroom revelry, Binder’s guests
spent the weekend doing traditional camp
activities, including a color war. “Everyone
there was able to relive their childhood, and
that was something we could give to our
guests,” Binder said. There are many reasons
for the summer-camp wedding, but couples
often choose it because they love the out-
doors. “It’s one of the newer trends, and I don’t
think it’s going anywhere,” said Tonia Adleta, a
Philadelphia wedding planner.

Destination weddings accounted for 1 out
of every 4 nuptial ceremonies, according to a
2014 report from The Knot, which studies
industry trends. Summer-camp weddings can
capture the same appeal as a far-flung desti-
nation, but in a low-key and often low-cost
way. “What happens is that the wedding
weekend turns into a family reunion, or it’s a
time for the families from both sides to really
get to know each other,” said Drew Taylor, who
co-owns the 120-acre Kingsley Pines Camp in
Raymond, Maine. Taylor said the camp has
hosted about 10 weddings a year in recent
years, and the number has been growing.

Extended families typically “come in on
Friday and stay all weekend,” she said. “Their
meals and activities are provided.” David
Blacker, who got married in 2009 at a camp

called Club Getaway in Kent, Connecticut, said
he saved money: “The cabin was a fraction of
the price a hotel would have been.” For many
couples, a camp wedding simply sounds like
fun. “We weren’t sure people were going to be
game for this - showering in a public shower
and all,” said Alison Bartolone, who got mar-
ried at Sheldon Calvary Camp in Conneaut,
Ohio, in 2013. But her guests “were enthusias-
tic and had a lot of fun with it,” she said. One
group even broke into the camp’s costume
closet one evening. “It was old-school fun,”
Bartolone said.

Mandee and Thor Morgan, who now live in
Denver, met while working as counselors at
Camp Highlander. They got married at the
camp for sentimental reasons, and also
because it let them incorporate their out-
doorsy lifestyle into the big day. “The biggest
draw for us was that it wouldn’t be a quick
night when we wouldn’t get to see anyone for
more than a couple seconds,” Thor Morgan
said. “It was a long weekend where people
could do activities they had never done
before and all in an outdoors setting.” A sum-
mer camp also can offer some relief from the
typical pre-wedding frenzy.

“What camp allowed us to do was to forget
about the little tiny details, such as the table
settings, signs, lighting, and focus more on
our friends, family and the beauty of Maine,”
said Emily Tong, who married Cory Elowe in
2014 at Camp-O-At-Ka in Sebago, Maine. Of
course, camp weddings aren’t for everyone.
Bad weather can cast a pall, especially if you
insist on wearing stiletto heels through the
mud. “If you’re the type of couple that wants
to be at the Ritz or the Four Seasons, a camp
wedding is definitely not going to work for
you,” said Adleta. “It’s a completely different
animal.”—AP

Photo shows a glass flower by Seattle area
glass blower Barbara Sanderson, who crafts
beautiful flowers, fountains and sculptures
that can be placed in gardens and water fea-
tures. — AP photos

A glass fountain by Seattle area glass
blower Barbara Sanderson.

If you came across any of Barbara
Sanderson’s work in a garden, you might
think you’d stepped into Alice’s

Wonderland. The Seattle-based glass blower
crafts flowers, arbors, lights and fountains for
natural settings, aiming to create a magical,
otherworldly tableau. “I love to add another
dimension to what already exists,” she says.
Art created for the outdoors can bring drama
and design to a garden or patio. Sheila
Jeffrey, a landscape designer from
Collingwood, Ontario, suggests thinking of
outdoor space as you would a room, with a
floor, walls and ceiling.

“As with interior art, consider the overall
theme or feel of the space when you’re
choosing outdoor accents,” she says. “Walls or
fences are often overlooked and are a great
place for an interesting focal point.” For wall
art, consider vintage objects, such as picture
frames, mirrors, cast iron grates, architectural
elements or antique signs as outdoor wall art.

Arrange groupings of small vessels like
planted terra cotta pots, buckets or paint
cans. Put themed vignettes on shelves.
“Vintage ‘60s metal wall sculptures are a
favorite of mine,” says Jeffrey, “and you can
often find them at yard sales. Clear-coat them
with a good exterior-grade polyurethane
before displaying.” Sanderson’s inspiration for
making outdoor pieces comes from fond
memories of visiting her grandfather’s English
garden as a teenager. “I spent some time gaz-
ing into his pond, appreciating the soothing
sound that water makes in a garden setting,”
Sanderson recalls. “I returned home deter-
mined to create a water feature for myself.
That was the beginning of my focus on gar-

den artwork.”
She forms glass into colorful, plump little

birds that can be placed in a found nest, or in
one of Sanderson’s spun-glass nests. Pitcher
plants in vibrant hues of gold and carmine,
mounted on copper rods, catch the rain.
There are Seussian fiddlehead ferns and
mushrooms, as well as colorful “glacicles”
rigged with lights to line a path or poolside.

And for a pond or birdbath, Sanderson has
created the “bee preserver,” a glass ball stud-
ded with glass nubs so that bees have some-
thing on which to rest when they’re drinking. 

Margie Grace, a landscape designer in
Santa Monica, California, often incorporates
salvaged elements like driftwood, branches
and stones into her projects. They can be
used to make mosaics and interesting
screens. She used an old metal bed as a
planter, with flowers as the “pillows” and
“quilt.” Her fondness for functional art led her
to create a “canalito,” a canal made from
stones that carries away storm water, while
winding artfully around trees and beds.

“Art can evoke the very nature of a place,”
she says, pointing out a kinetic sculpture in a
hill-top garden that mimics the pelicans soar-
ing off a nearby bluff.  If your balcony or back-
yard has no view, consider one of Gizaun Art’s
wooden wall panels. The Portland, Oregon-
based studio uses all-weather, ultraviolet,
translucent inks to apply photo images of
flowers and landscapes onto red cedar
boards, ready for hanging. Designs include
sunflowers, lighthouses and landscapes. —AP

Garden art can bring drama 
and design to outdoor spaces

Summer-camp weddings 
offer nostalgia, outdoor adventure

Guests of Mandee and Thor Morgan waiting their turn on a zip line plat-
form during the wedding reception at Camp Highlander in Horse Shoe, NC.

Mandee and Thor Morgan during their wedding reception at Camp
Highlander in Horse Shoe, NC Summer-camp weddings are a hot new twist
on the destination wedding.óAP photos

Bride Bartolone on her wedding day in Conneaut, Ohio.
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