
RIYADH/PARIS/MOSCOW: Gulf foreign
ministers expressed solidarity with
France yesterday after attacks claimed by
the Islamic State group killed at least 129
people in Paris. “The ministers affirmed
the support of the Gulf Cooperation
Council to France and her friendly people
at this difficult moment,” the six-nation
bloc’s secretary general said in a state-
ment after a meeting in the Saudi capital.
Friday’s shootings and suicide blasts “will
only reinforce the determination of
France and the entire world to continue
to combat terrorism and uproot these
organizations hostile to human civiliza-

tion,” said GCC Secretary General
Abdullatif Al-Zayani.

The statement came at a ministerial
meeting to prepare for the GCC’s annual
summit in December. The GCC includes
the monarchies of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait
and Oman. Since Sept 2014, French war-
planes based in the Gulf have been flying
missions against the extremist Islamic
State group in Iraq. France extended its
attacks on IS to Syria in September this
year. Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the UAE
also carried out air strikes against IS in 
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5 killed as rains, flash 
floods hit Saudi coast 

Residents urged to stay indoors; schools closed
RIYADH: Severe weather along Saudi Arabia’s Red Sea
coast claimed five lives yesterday, including three chil-
dren who drowned, and closed schools and universities,
the country’s Civil Defense said. An 11-year-old child
drowned in the western province of Yanbu, apparently
due to a valley flooding. Another child, whose age was
not disclosed, died after being swept by floodwaters in
the northwestern province of Hail. A third child was
confirmed dead after drowning in area on the outskirts
of Jeddah, the Civil Defense authority said. Two other
people died when they were electrocuted by a lamp-
post in the coastal city.

Civil Defense rescue crews are searching for another
child that is missing in Hail, while a third was rescued
from a flooded valley there. “We are all pained today by
the loss of our children’s lives in accidents and various
areas after being swept away by the floodwaters,” the
civil defense authority said in a tweet. A picture posted
by the agency showed water over the wheels of cars in
one Jeddah location, but elsewhere it covered only the
feet of firefighters. The government urged Jeddah resi-
dents to stay home, and gave children there a day off
school yesterday and today.

“The next few hours will see more moderate rains in
Jeddah and its northern areas,” said Hussein Al-Qahtani,
a weather department spokesman. Even heavier rains
fell in the northwestern city of Tabuk, near Jordan,
where 46 mm were recorded since Monday, Qahtani
said. Following cool winds, moderate to heavy rains
would today move east to the Riyadh region and other
areas, he told Al-Ekhbaria television news channel.
Floods killed 123 people in Jeddah in 2009, and about
10 people two years later.

Continued on Page 13JEDDAH: A man pushes his car in floodwaters following heavy rainfall in this Saudi port city yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: New rules from the Capital Market
Authority of Kuwait (CMA) could reinvigorate the
country’s stalled sukuk market and open the door
for issuance by corporations in 2016, Fitch Ratings
says. But it is uncertain how the rules will be
received by issuers and investors and how effective
the implementation will be. The lack of a special-
ized legal framework for sukuk has been a key fac-
tor in the limited issuance in Kuwait over the past
few years and the new rules could therefore be a
significant step. They provide a broad framework,
setting out general terms and structure of sukuk,
requirements for appointing trustees and setting
up special purpose vehicles as well as rules on gov-
ernance and ensuring sharia compliance. 

There are requirements for a credit rating for
public issuance and the need for approval by the
CMA and the Central Bank of Kuwait. The rules also
cover perpetual sukuk issuances and update
Kuwait’s regime for traditional bond issuance. As
well as the lack of a regulatory regime, corporate
sukuk issuance has also been limited due to the
sector’s heavy reliance on bank lending, helped by
strong liquidity. 

Continued on Page 13
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GCC expresses solidarity with France
France, Russia hit IS • Moscow confirms bomb downed jet

RIYADH: Saudi Minister of Foreign Affairs Adel Al-Jubeir (center) and Abdullatif
Al-Zayani (right) Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) escort
Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khalid Al-Sabah (left) and Qatari
Foreign Minister Khalid Al-Attiyah (second right) upon their arrival to attend the
ordinary meeting of 137th session of the GCC yesterday. — AFP 

LAUSANNE: The international sports tribunal yester-
day dismissed accusations made by a Kuwaiti chal-
lenger when longstanding International Shooting
Federation (ISSF) president Olegario Vazquez Rana
won reelection in 2014. Sheikh Salman Al-Sabah,
Kuwait’s Information Minister and former head of the
Asian Shooting Confederation, had alleged “a number
of violations” when Mexican Rana won the vote, said a
Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) statement.

But a CAS panel “was unable to find sufficient evi-
dence that the rule violations alleged by Sheikh
Salman took place, and in addition, could not find any
indication of how certain alleged failures could have
affected, or did affect, the validity of the election.”
Rana, an 80-year-old business tycoon and former
Olympic competitor, has led the international shoot-
ing federation since 1980 and is also a longstanding
International Olympic Committee member. Sheikh
Salman was an ISSF vice president when he sought to
oust Rana in the vote in Dec 2014. Shooting is one of
the most popular sports in Kuwait. 

Separately, the IOC athletes’ commission has con-
demned attempts by Kuwaiti authorities to prevent
athletes from competing in qualifying events for next
year’s Olympics. Kuwait’s national Olympic committee
was suspended by the IOC last month for government
interference.

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: Oil Minister Ali Al-Omair (left) speaks to Prime Minister HH Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah during a session at the National Assembly yester-
day.  —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly yester-
day approved several amendments to
the law governing people with special
needs, granting them more financial and
other incentives. The new amendments
stipulate granting such people a monthly
assistance of not less than KD 300 per
month, according to the degree of their
disability, until the age of 21. People who
continue their university studies will
enjoy the assistance until the age of 28.
Disabled people who go for postgradu-

ate studies can continue to receive the
assistance until the age of 45.

Another amendment stipulates to cut
the service period for disabled people to
be allowed to seek retirement to 15 years
for males and just 10 years for females. The
pension for retired disabled people can be
as high as 100 percent of their last salary.
During the debate, MPs called for adopt-
ing stringent measures to examine people
for disability and to apply penalties in the
law against those who illegally receive
benefits intended for disabled people. 

Continued on Page 13
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TORBAT-E-JAM, Iran: A general view shows an explosion as Iranian soldiers participate in military manoeu-
vres on the outskirts of this northeastern Iranian town near Mashhad yesterday.  — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iran’s army conducted exercises yesterday
close to its border with Afghanistan designed to simulate
how it would respond if “terrorist groups” such as the
Islamic State organization mounted an attack. The opera-
tion in the northeastern province of Khorasan came a day
after a military commander said IS would be “neutralized”
if it breached a 40 km zone approaching Iran’s borders.
Tanks, helicopters and planes took part in yesterday’s
manoeuvres, the ISNA news agency reported.

The exercise followed IS attacks that killed 129 people
in Paris last week. “One aim of the exercise was to practice
methods and means to confront the possible actions of
terrorist groups at the borders,” said General Amir Reza
Azarban, an army commander in the province. Iran, the
major Shiite power in the Middle East, is heavily involved
in conflicts in Syria and Iraq against IS, primarily Sunni

Muslims who denounce Shiites as apostates.
On Monday, General Ahmad Reza Pourdastan, the

army’s head of ground forces, announced the 40 kilo-
metre limit on the borders with Iraq and Afghanistan,
which if breached would trigger action. “We have
strongly warned that if any action is taken (by IS), it will
face a decisive response from Iranian armed forces and
we will do the same in Afghanistan,” Pourdastan said.
“Before the enemy reaches borders, its actions will be
neutralized.”

His comments came after Iraq’s Foreign Minister Ibrahim
Al-Jaafari said intelligence sources showed Iran was among
countries IS planned to attack. Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
Corps, which is independent of the army, has advisory mis-
sions in Iraq and Syria at the invitation of the Baghdad and
Damascus governments. — AFP 

Iran army simulates 
response to IS attack
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets chairman of the board of trustees of Technische Universitat
Munchen in Kuwait (Munich technical university) Ahmad Al-Abdullah and board members. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets
Special Advisor to Saudi King, Dr Abduallah bin Abdulrahman Al-Mutlaq

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sepa-
rately received chairman of the board of

trustees of  Technische Univers itat
Munchen in Kuwait (Munich technical uni-
versity) Ahmad Al-Abdullah and board
members, at Bayan Palace yesterday, on
the occasion of establishing the universi-

ty’s branch in Kuwait. 
Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir and

His  Highness the Crown Pr ince also
received member of the Council of Senior
Scholars,  and Special  Advisor  to the

Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King
Salman Bin Abdulaziz, Dr Abduallah Bin
Abdulrahman Al-Mutlaq.  M inister  of
Justice and Minister of Awqaf and Islamic
Affairs  Yaqoub Al-Sane attended the

meetings. Also yesterday, His Highness
the Amir and His Highness the Crown
Prince received His  Highness Sheik h
Nasser  Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. —KUNA

Amir, Crown Prince receive Technische Universitat Munchen board members

PARIS: A senior Interior Ministry official has reit-
erated Kuwait’s firm stance supporting France
against all forms of terrorism. The Kuwaiti-French
ties stand on firm basis, especially in the security
domain, Interior Ministry Undersecretary
Lieutenant General Suleiman Al-Fahad said in a
press statement on arrival in Paris, leading a del-
egation on a several-day visit.

He pointed to promising opportunities for
further cooperation over the coming period. He
expressed his own condolences as well as those
of Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah to the French people and government
over the victims of the recent terrorist attacks
that hit the French capital.

Late on Friday, a series of attacks targeted dif-
ferent parts of Paris killing 129 people and
wounding 352 others. Fahd stressed Kuwait’s
support to France and the entire international
community to combat all forms of terrorism. He
thanked the French Interior Minister Bernard
Cazeneuve for inviting him at that time to dis-
cuss bilateral security ties and have consulta-

tions on the latest regional and international
developments.

The Interior Ministry Undersecretary noted
that Kuwait has a sincere desire to benefit from
France’s leading expertise in security technology
and cooperation in general to counter terrorism,
organized crime and drugs, as well as for
exchanging information and training. Upon
arrival, the delegation, that include senior offi-
cials from the Interior Ministry, was received by
Kuwait ’s Ambassador to France Sami Al-
Suleiman and embassy officials. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Undersecretary Lieutenant General Suleiman Al-Fahad (second from left) is seen off by senior ministry officials before
departing to Paris yesterday. — KUNA

Kuwait-France security
ties solid: Official

LONDON/ANKARA/BEIRUT: Britain,
Kuwait, and a number of other countries
and organizations are to jointly host the
Syria Donors Conference 2016 in the
British capital in February, British foreign
ministry announced Monday.

“We, the leaders of the United
Kingdom, Germany, Norway, Kuwait and
the United Nations, are increasingly con-
cerned about the plight of the Syrian
people,” the ministry said in a press state-
ment. “Now is the time to act. So we will
together host a conference on the Syria
humanitarian crisis in London in early
February 2016, building on previous con-
ferences in Kuwait,” it added.

The conference will increase funding
in order to meet the needs of all those
affected by the ongoing crisis inside
Syria with the support of Syria’s neigh-
boring countries who have shown “enor-
mous” generosity in hosting refugees to
cope with the impact of the crisis, it indi-
cated.

The event will also identify long-term
funding solutions, covering 2016 and
subsequent years, in addition to address-
ing the longer-term needs of those
affected by the crisis, said the British
ministry. The joint conference will also
find ways to create jobs and provide edu-
cation, offering all those that have been
forced to flee their homes greater hope
for the future, it added.

Meanwhile, the British ministry called
the international community to bear its

responsibility in helping the 13.5 million
vulnerable and displaced people inside
Syria, as well as the 4.2 million Syrian
refugees in neighboring countries.

Surgeries
In other news, Kuwait’s Shifa humani-

tarian team conducted Monday 12 sur-
geries for Syrian refugees in Amal
Hospital in the southern city of Hatay,
close to the Syrian borders. The opera-
tions were carried out on 10 Syrian men
and women refugees with ages between
20 and 35 years old, Dr Talal Al-Fadhalah,
team coordinator, said in a statement to
KUNA.

The surgeries included transplant of
tissues from leg to foot, amputating part
of the foot and other plastic operations,
he said. Most of the injuries were burns
or caused by shrapnel, explosions or gun
shots, said Fadhalah.

Meanwhile, the team distributed
medicine to a clinic in Antakya, the
administrative capital of Hatay, which
was serving around 4,000 Syrian
refugees. Members of the Shifa team had
carried out two days ago 10 operations,
mostly plastic surgeries. Shifa humanitar-
ian team, sponsored by Kuwait’s Zakat
(alms) House, is carrying out its mission
in cooperation with doctors from the
LEAP Global Missions and Interplast-
Germany.

Aid packages
Separately, the Kuwait Red Crescent

Society has continued delivering relief
aid to Syrian refugees settled in Lebanon.
Ahmad Al-Fegaan, an envoy of the socie-
ty, told KUNA yesterday that 300 food
rations and 300 cartons filled with deter-
gents have been distributed to Syrian
families in Dahr El Ahmar town located in
the Rashaya District of the Beqaa
Governorate, near the Syrian border. He
added the latest delivery was part of a
chain of aid deliveries to around 7,000
Syrian families. Number of Syrian
refugees in Lebanon has reached more
than one million-most of them in north-
ern Lebanon where a number of Kuwaiti
charities are active. Kuwait is the largest
donor since the beginning of the devas-
tating crisis in Syria.

KUWAIT: President of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary
Union (AIPU) and the National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem lauded talks he held late
on Monday with UAE officials during his brief visit
to the GCC country.

In a press statement, Ghanem said that his dis-
cussions with the UAE Vice-President, Prime
Minister, and Ruler of Dubai Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al-Maktoum and Abu Dhabi Crown
Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces, Mohammed bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan, were constructive and fruitful.

“As head of the Arab parliament, I declare that
my discussions with Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashid
Al-Maktoumm and Sheikh Mohammad bin Zayed
Al-Nahyan focused on urgent regional files espe-
cially the situation in the occupied Palestine,” said
Ghanem, affirming that it was important for Arabs
to unite in an effort to halt the Israeli aggression
and mistreatment of Palestinians. He said that “dis-
cussions also touched on developments in Yemen,
Iraq, and Syria in addition to issues related to the
ongoing acts of terrorism requiring a firm regional
and international stance.”

Ghanem called on the GCC states to cooperate
within the counter-terrorism domain, adding that
he had received the UAE’s views regarding the mat-
ter during his meeting with the Emirates top offi-
cials. He thanked the UAE officials for their support
for the Arab parliamentary union and commended
at the same time the role played by the UAE within
the GCC and Arab legislative spheres.

Ghanem concluded his statement by saying
that the talks with the UAE officials had reflected
the long standing relations linking the two broth-
erly countries “which will hopefully continue to
develop ever more.”

Historic ties
Meanwhile, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid

affirmed Abu Dhabi’s Keenness on cementing
the brotherly and historic ties with the State
of Kuwait. The Vice President made the affir-
mation during his hosting of Ghanem at Qasr
Al  Bahar  ( the Sea Palace) ,  the off ic ia l  UAE

news agency, WAM, reported yesterday.
Sheikh Mohammed stressed on the UAE resolu-

tion on boosting the deep-rooted ties with Kuwait,
describing the bilateral relations as distinguished
at the political, economic and social levels. He
asked the Kuwait Parliament Speaker to convey his
greetings to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, wishing him everlast-
ing health and wellness. He also wished the
Kuwaiti people further progress and prosperity.
Both sides discussed bilateral ties and means to
enhance them at all levels to best serve the inter-
ests of both countries, besides the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC).

They also tackled latest developments on the
Arab and regional arenas and means of boosting
Arab unity and solidarity, besides the role of the
Arab parliamentarians in achieving the ultimate
aspirations of the Arab states and peoples.

Strong relations
In the meantime,  Speaker of the UAE National

Council Mohammad Al-Murr praised the strong
and brotherly relations between the UAE and the
State of Kuwait at all levels. Murr lauded Ghanem
for his efforts in strengthening bilateral relations
between the two countries, especially the parlia-
mentary ties. 

“The youthful energy manifested by Ghanem
and the efforts on part of the State of Kuwait in
promoting Gulf and Arab relations call for respect
and appreciation,” Murr added.

The distinguished parliamentary relations
between the two countries is an extension of the
strong political bonds between the United Arab
Emirates and Kuwait, under the wise leadership
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and his brother,  the UAE
President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, he
stressed. The ties between Kuwait National
Assembly and UAE National Council is an ideal
relationship and one of the best relationships
between legislative assemblies at the Gulf and
Arab levels, he said.— KUNA

Parliament Speaker lauds
talks with UAE officials

ABU DHABI: UAE Vice President and Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum meets Kuwaiit National Assembly Speaker and Head of the Arab Inter-
Parliamentary Union (AIPU), Marzouq Al-Ghanem. —KUNA

Britain, Kuwait to jointly
host Syria Donors

Conference ‘16 in London

KUWAIT: Chairman of the National Security Apparatus Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-
Sabah met with Head of the EU Delegation to Kuwait Ambassador Adam Kulach on
several issues of mutual interest. During the meeting, they also discussed ways of
further promoting Kuwait-EU cooperation in all fields, the apparatus said in a press
statement. Both sides further addressed the current developments and events at
both regional and international arenas, it added.—KUNA

The French Embassy thanks
Kuwaiti authorities and all those
who sent letters of condolences
over the November 13, 2015
attacks in Paris.  The French
Embassy announces that it will not
open a condolences book at its
premises, but people who wish to
send letters of condolences can
forward  them to the following e-
mail:  cad.koweit-amba@diplo-
matie.gouv.fr

French Embassy
Statement
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By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: Microsoft was one of several
participants in the E-Government
Forum (EGOV3) held in Kuwait from
November 15-17, 2015 at Arraya
Ballroom at Courtyard Marriott in
Kuwait City. Microsoft helps clients
plan, endorse and benefit from the
trends beneficial to customers and
the government, especially in their
transformation plan to the digital era.

Kuwait Times spoke to Charles
Nahas, General Manager, Microsoft
Kuwait, on the sidelines of EGOV3
forum.

Kuwait Times: What is your partici-
pation in the E-Government Forum
about?

Charles Nahas: We are very excit-
ed to be in this e-government forum.
We are participating for the third con-
secutive time. It is a great opportunity
for companies like us and the govern-
ment to share information, technolo-
gies and solutions that everyone can
bring. A private company like us
aligns plans to suit the needs of the
present time. Microsoft can do many
things - we have been working with a
number of government agencies like
the ministries of health and finance in
terms of developing services. We are
working to share our expertise with
them to allow ministries to communi-
cate with each other and share servic-
es. 

We have lots of projects and are
working with different entities to sup-
port e-government projects and this
is very exciting to us all. We can share
the experiences that Microsoft has
learned throughout the world in the

Middle East and Europe, North
America and Asia, and all the services
that we have provided, and take these
experiences and solutions that we
have developed for governments
across the world and share them with
the Kuwaiti government to help them
launch new services for their citizens
and residents. Our commitment to e-
government stems from our commit-
ment to Kuwait; and the fact that we
see ourselves as business enablers for
the government, businesses and indi-
viduals in the nation. 

KT: The Kuwaiti government is
aspiring hard to build the best possi-
ble e-government system - can we
really trust everything to Microsoft in
terms of security?

Nahas: Security is at the heart of
Microsoft but this is not just about
security. It also includes privacy - we
build our products with all this in
mind. We have engineers and scien-
tists who are really looking at these
issues; the good thing about Microsoft
is that we have a very strong research
and development team looking at the
challenges ahead including security.
Windows 10 is one sample product
that was built with great security and
privacy features - we can assure you
that we have the best technology in
the world. We have our own cyberse-
curity center that helps companies if
they have issues, and we support our
customers beyond our products. We
also support them if there are prob-
lems like cyberattacks or anything sim-
ilar. We are helping the government
and private sectors in making sure we
have an excellent environment. 

KT: You have mentioned some
threats like cyberattacks and the likes -
does the threat differ from one coun-
try to another? Say, if you are in the
Arab world, do you need more security
measures than the rest of the world?
Should you consider modifying your
features to suit Middle East’s need? 

Nahas: No, absolutely not. We have
the same technology in Europe, Africa,

Asia and the Middle East. We have one
single platform for our customers.

KT: Can you reveal something
about the e-government 2035 plan?
How big is the plan? 

Nahas: The government of Kuwait
laid down the plan, we did not, but
the 2035 vision is something that we
look forward to and are aligned to it.
Between the vision and execution,
there are lots of things to be taken
care of. Out of the plan, there are solu-
tions and capabilities that have to be
developed. This is where the Microsoft
is heading - we teamed with the gov-

ernment and we look at the vision
they have. Then we come up with our
knowledge and capability. We have
solutions that we offer not just for the
Kuwaiti government, but to countries
around the world. If they want servic-
es and capabilities to build for their
citizens, we help them. We help them
in terms of planning and execution -
we have a whole set of people at
Microsoft; we have consulting services
and about 200 partners in Kuwait.
These partners are helping drive our
customers and provide many things.
We train people to improve capability
and ultimately transfer technology. 

KT: How is Microsoft helping
clients benefit from cloud computing? 

Nahas: Cloud computing is a very
powerful tool and resource, and it’s
actually something that we need to
leverage when we provide solutions
to customers. For example, you have a
smartphone, and the phone provides
you with lots of services - it provides
you with Facebook, email, contacts,
weather, news, stock updates; you can
chat with friends and access the data
of companies -  all  this access is
enabled because of cloud computing.
At the backend of the phone, they are
there because of the cloud; you have
access to that information because of
the cloud. If you don’t have cloud
computing, your phone will not be
able to receive and send messages,
etc. Cloud computing is a very power-
ful capability and we need to provide
solutions to customers. 

KT: A number of government
agencies in Kuwait already use
Microsoft Azure-based office plat-

forms. Can you elaborate on this?
Nahas: Azure is used under cloud

offering - the capability to have stor-
age and computer capability in the
cloud. For example if you want to
develop a new application for your
phone, with Azure, you develop it on
the computer, and cloud computing
will give you a chance to control your
computer in the cloud. So, instead of
having to buy lots of computers, if
you need it, you can just use Azure;
and if you are not using it, you can
allow others to use it. 

Azure helps you in many things -
instead of occupying capacity in your
computer, you can have them stored
in the cloud, and give access to your
employees at any place, home, mobile
phones and in the office. In Kuwait, a
number of government agencies
already use Microsoft Cloud Azure
and Office365 platforms as their office
collaboration and messaging system.
This step is aligned with future tech-
nology trends. It came after rigorous
due diligence through which the gov-
ernment departments could ascertain
the robustness and relevance of
Microsoft cloud offering.   

KT: In general, what is the future of
Microsoft in the Middle East and
Kuwait in particular?

Nahas: Microsoft has gone through
a lot of changes. We embraced the
cloud from day one and we are the pio-
neers in cloud technology; Microsoft
has become a place for business oppor-
tunities and we see where the compa-
ny is heading day by day, as what we
want is to provide the best experience
ever for our customers, leveraging the
technology available for everyone.  

GM discusses Microsoft Kuwait’s participation in EGOV3

Charles Nahas, General 
Manager, Microsoft Kuwait

KUWAIT: Information and Youth Affairs Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Homoud Al-Sabah (second from left), Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Science’s Director General Dr Adnan Shehab-Eddine (left) and Head of the Higher Organizing Committee of the fair Ayad Al-
Kharafi (third from left) inaugurate the exhibition. — Photos by Joseph Shagra 

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The 8th International Inventions Fair in the
Middle East kicked off on Monday at the Kuwait
Science Club (KSC). Over 160 inventors from 30 coun-
tries are participating in the 4-day event, including 20
Kuwaiti inventors.  

The inventions displayed at the fair focus on com-
munity development. “Most inventions in this fair aim
to preserve the environment or are healthcare relat-
ed,” said Minister of Information and State Minister for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Al-Homoud Al-Sabah
during the inauguration. “This fair is getting more and
more successful every year, and this is reflected in the
great number of participants. I noticed the tremen-
dous organization of this event and I appreciate the
efforts of KSC’s management and staff in addition to
the volunteers.” 

More than 120 inventions are displayed at the fair.
“The inventions are very interesting,” said Ayad Al-
Kharafi, Head of the Higher Organizing Committee of
the fair. “I believe that with the attendance of
investors here, these inventions may be applied and
marketed. Some of these inventions participated in
the past as prototypes, while today they’re displayed
for marketing in the local and international market. I
also appreciate the sponsorship of His Highness the
Amir of this event, which gave it the chance to contin-
ue and make Kuwait popular.”   

More participants
Ahmad Al-Manfouhi, Chairman of KSC, spoke

about the history of the fair in the past eight years.
“The number of inventors and the countries partici-

pating in this fair have increased this year. During the
first few years of holding this fair, it became very suc-
cessful and in demand. This fair has become the sec-
ond biggest fair for inventions in the world after the
Geneva fair, and the biggest in the region in terms of
the number of participating inventors and the scien-
tific value of the inventions,” he pointed out.

“The judging committee will start its duties from
the second day of the fair, and we hope the results
will by satisfying for all participants. I appreciate the
interest of the minister of information in this event
and his encouragement of the inventors by listening
to their explanations and expectations. Furthermore, I
also appreciate the efforts of more than 100 volun-
teers working in this fair to make it successful,” added
Manfouhi.  

Barrak Al-Subaih, Chairman of the Sabah Al-
Ahmad Center for Giftedness and Creativity, praised
the achievements of the inventors. “The center is par-
ticipating with around 20 inventions that will be soon
realized, and some are already manufactured and
ready for marketing, but they only need support for
production and marketing. The center adopts such
creativity and provides creative youth with support so
they can get patents for their inventions. Kuwait is
rich with inventors, but they need encouragement,
and the center provides this with the sup-
port of the Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Science (KFAS) and the
National Fund for Small and Medium
Enterprise Development,” he explained.     

Sponsor
Waleed Al-Khashti, Zain’s Corporate

Communications and Relations Director, noted that
Zain has been sponsoring this fair since its inception.
“With the passing years, we noticed the development
of this event in terms of planning, organization and
the quality of inventions. Zain always supports
Kuwaiti inventors, and Sadiq Qasim is an example.
Sponsoring such events is part of Zain’s strategy
which goes along with the government’s plans,” he
said.

A number of ambassadors attend the fair. Iranian
Ambassador to Kuwait Ali Enayati praised the fair and
said Iran is participating in this event since the begin-
ning. “Last year, Iranian inventors won prizes and I
hope this year they will win again as well. We should
spend more efforts in supporting inventing, and such
events are important to exchange experiences and
cultures, and present a connection between the
inventions and the market,” he stated.

Iraqi Ambassador to Kuwait Mohammed Bahr
Aloloum considered this fair as very successful. “This
fair provides the environment and the abilities for
inventors to practice their activities. We are partici-
pating with five inventions, and despite the bad sit-
uation in Iraq, we were able to join this event. I
hope Arab inventions will get support in the Arab
world,” he noted.

International Inventions Fair
kicks off at Kuwait Science Club

Sheikh Salman Al-Homoud Al-Sabah checks an invention at the exhibition.

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommuni-
cations company in Kuwait, announced its
strategic partnership of the 8th
International Invention Fair Middle East,
organized by the Kuwait Science Club. The
event is held under the patronage of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and runs from
16-19 November 2015. 

Zain’s support of this event since its
inception is part of the company’s keen-
ness to encourage Kuwaiti and Arab
nationals’ endeavors in the fields of sci-
ence and creativity. Zain supports such
areas as it believes the opportunity for
young Kuwaiti and Arab inventors to
exchange knowledge and experience
with international inventors is a powerful
and fruitful experience. 

Sheikh Salman Al-Homoud Al-Sabah,
Minister of Information and Minster of
State for Youth Affairs, Eyad Al Kharafi,

Honorary President of Kuwait Science
Club, and Dr Adnan Shihab-Eldin, Director
General of Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS), were
present at Zain’s booth during the open-
ing ceremony of the event.

Zain will continue to foster young talent,
believing that the current generation of
youngsters holds to the keys to the future
development of Kuwait and need to be
well supported by private and governmen-
tal entities.  The 8th International Invention
Fair is one of the most significant and
largest specialized exhibitions of inventions
in the Middle East, and is considered as the
second largest such international exhibi-
tion in the world. The fair is part of the
International Exhibition of Geneva, and
offers an opportunity for inventions from
different cultures to be exhibited and the
strengthening of relationships among
inventors and corporations.

Zain strategic partner of 8th
International Invention Fair

Sheikh Salman Al-Homoud Al-Sabah, Eyad Al Kharafi, and Dr Adnan Shihab-
Edin at Zain’s booth.

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI) is eager to
widen trade cooperation with Bosnia and
Herzegovina in all fields, Deputy Chairman
of KCCI Abdulwahab Al-Wazzan stressed
yesterday.

After inaugurating an exhibition of
“Made in Bosnia and Herzegovina”, Al-
Wazzan added in a statement that Kuwait,
and Bosnia and Herzegovina have deep-
rooted political relations based on friend-
ship and mutual respect, calling for pro-
moting economic and trade cooperation
between the two sides.

The volume of trade between the two
sides hits USD seven million, he said,
adding the figure should have been bigger,
especially as Bosnia and Herzegovina has
several promising industrial sectors for
investment.

Wazzan noted that the exhibition
includes representatives from companies in
Bosnia and Herzegovina specialized in food
and electricity and are waiting for building
partnerships with Kuwaiti companies. He
urged Kuwaiti businessmen to discuss with
those representatives available commercial
opportunities in Sarajevo.

Meanwhile, President of Foreign Trade
Chamber of Bosnia and Herzegovina Bruno
Bojic said that his country welcomes coop-
eration with Kuwait in all fields, adding that
Sarajevo provides a congenial investment
environment for foreign investors in several

sectors like tourism, energy and food
industries. He advised all Kuwaitis interest-
ed in investing in his country to contact
with the foreign trade chamber for facilitat-
ing their tasks and getting information they
need in this regard.

Student exchange
Meanwhile, a visiting Bosnian professor

said that Bosnia and Herzegovina is seek-
ing to strengthen cooperation with the
State of Kuwait in many fields, mainly the
educational sector. The objective of the vis-
it is to hold a series of meetings with offi-
cials and specialists here and discuss
means of promoting relationships between
Kuwait and Bosnia and Herzegovina which
have resemblances in several aspects,
especially the culture one, Denis Prcic,
President of American University in
Sarajevo, told KUNA in an interview yester-
day. Prcic stressed the importance of a stu-
dent exchange program between the two
countries to encourage Kuwaitis to study in
Sarajevo and help Bosnians study in Kuwait
so as to benefit from their educational sys-
tems. He said there are plans to sign a num-
ber of cooperation and research agree-
ments between the two countries on
exchange of students, noting that the
American University in Bosnia tries to pro-
mote its relationship with the Kuwait
University and American University in
Kuwait in this regard. — KUNA

KCCI keen on promoting 
cooperation with Bosnia



L O C A L
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2015

News
i n  b r i e f

Drug dealers 
arrested in Sulaibiya

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Drugs Control General Department officers
arrested two men in Sulaibiya after they sold 100 grams of
shabu (methamphetamine) to an undercover agent. Both
men admitted under investigations that they left more
drugs inside a car, where police found 1.5 kilograms of
shabu and 500 grams of heroin. Both suspects are ex-con-
victs in drugs cases.

Drug overdose
A man was found dead in his car in Adailiya, and pre-
liminary investigations indicate that a drug overdose
may be involved. Drugs were reportedly found in his
vehicle. An investigation was filed.

Acting director
State Minister of Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah issued a decision to
assign the Deputy Director
General of Kuwait Fire
Services Directorate (KFSD)
Major General Khaled Al-
Mekrad with the director gen-
eral’s duties in the absence of
the Director General Major
General Yousuf Al-Ansari.

Road closed
The Interior Ministry announced that the Nuwaiseeb
Road will be partially closed for one day at the 73rd
kilometer mark from 6:00am - 11:00am. The closure
will start today the direction of Nuwaiseeb border
crossing, and tomorrow in the direction of Kuwait City.

Minister orders Rabiya
co-op’s board dissolved

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-
Subaih gave orders yesterday to dissolve Al-Rabiya
Cooperative Society’s board of directors. The minister
appointed Faisal Khalaf Al-Mutairi as interim director for a
one year’s period until a new board is elected. 

Citizenship withdrawal
The court of cassation yesterday accepted the challenge
filed by media figure Ahmad Al-Jabr Al-Shemmari against
a government decision to withdraw his citizenship. 

Bribery claims
Former MP Dr Abdulkareem Al-Kandari said that he plans
to file a complaint with the Public Anticorruption
Authority against MP Mohammad Tana Al-Enezi over
some statements he made during a recently televised
interview. “I will report what Enezi said about being
offered a bribery and that others have accepted it,” he
explained. 

Engineers syndicate
Following six years of litigation, the court of cassation
yesterday announced that the procedures followed on
founding and proclaiming Kuwait Engineers Syndicate
were legal. In this regard, secretary of the syndicate’s
council Ayed Abdul Rahman Al-Fadhli said the ruling
supported the syndicate’s legitimacy, and showed that
the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor has no jurisdiction
over the syndicate’s actions and decisions. 

The suspects are pictured with the drugs in this file
photo.

KUWAIT: The United States Ambassador to
Kuwait Douglas Silliman touted yesterday
the US-Kuwaiti ties encompassing numer-
ous fields including the economic, military,
and cultural ones. The ambassador was
speaking during a ceremony held at the
Ibn Al-Tufail Middle School for boys in Al-
Jahra educational district, commemorating
the 25th anniversary of the liberation of
Kuwait from the Iraqi invasion of 1990. The
commemoration was organized jointly by
the US embassy and Kuwait’s ministry of
education.

The ambassador said “we are proud that
the United States stood by Kuwait at a diffi-
cult moment of history, the result of which
can be seen today as there are members of
the US armed forces with us today, part of
the 700,000 US soldiers who took part in
the liberation of Kuwait quarter of a centu-
ry ago, eager to commemorate that event.”

He urged his student audience to recall
the sacrifices of their elders at that moment
in history along with those from the US and
other coalition nations that offered many

sacrifices to enable Kuwait to be the free
and prosperous country it is today. He
stressed United States’ firm standing with
its allies in “rejecting extremism and terror-

ism,” as he at the same time congratulated
the ministry of education on commemo-
rating liberation day with  student activi-
ties involving photography, music, and

theatrical presentations. The ambassador
took the opportunity to offer the condo-
lences of his country and government to
families of the victims of terrorist attacks in
Paris, Beirut, Sharm el-Sheikh, Ankara, and
Iraq and other locations in the region.
Speaking to the students on behalf of the
ministry of education, Assistant
Undersecretary for educational develop-
ment Faisal Al-Maqseed said that today’s
commemoration was “an apt opportunity
for young students to learn more about
the tremendous efforts exerted to bring
freedom back to Kuwait and its people.” He
praised the US embassy and ambassador
Silliman along with the diplomatic corps in
the country for their efforts at making the
commemoration the success it is.

Attending the commemoration ceremo-
ny at the middle school was Jahra Governor
Fahad Al-Amir who said it was with pride
that everyone recalls the sacrifices made in
order to bring liberty back to Kuwait and its
people following months of foreign sup-
pression. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A ceremony held at the Ibn Al-Tufail Middle School for boys, commemorat-
ing the 25th anniversary of the liberation of Kuwait from the Iraqi invasion. 

Jahra Governor Fahad Al-Amir (third from left), US Ambassador Douglas Silliman
(fifth from left) and other officials attend the ceremony. — KUNA photos

US ambassador lavishes
praise on US-Kuwaiti ties

The United States Ambassador to Kuwait Douglas Silliman speaks at the ceremony.

KUWAIT: The National Assembly approved
during its regular session yesterday a num-
ber of proposals asking for an investigation
into the international decision regarding
the status quo of the local sports scene as
well as the ban on Kuwait’s football activi-
ties.

Proposals by a number of MPs called for
an immediate investigation regarding the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) and
FIFA’s suspension of the Kuwaiti football
activities. They called for relaying their pro-
posals to the parliamentary sports and
youth affairs committee to investigate the
reasons behind the ban and find a solution
to this crisis.

The MPs also called on the Foreign
Ministry and the Ministry of Youth Affairs to
work with regional and international part-
ners “to face this irresponsible decision that
was against international laws governing
sports.”

The MPs denied that local sports regula-
tions were in contradiction to international
laws, affirming that the suspension was
“tantamount to meddling with the State’s
authority.” They called for formation of a 30-
member advisory committee consisting of
sports and legal experts in addition to for-
mer athletes to look into the problems fac-
ing the Kuwaiti sports.

GCC railway
Meanwhile, Minister of State for

Assembly Affairs and Minister of Oil Dr Ali
Al-Omair announced that Kuwait will
remove 29 farming lands in the northern
Al-Wafra region as they are located on the

path of the planned GCC railway.
The Public Authority of Agriculture

Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) will
compensate owners of those lands, Omair
said during the session. He noted that
PAAAFR is using border lands to create a
vegetation to provide green cover and
develop food security in the country.

Education costs
Separately, Minister of Education and

Minister of Higher Education Dr Bader Al-
Essa said that the costs between the public

and private education are subject to a
number of aspects, including teaching
cadres. Cost comparison between public
and private education are subject to a
number of aspects, also including size of
the land, location of the school and servic-
es provided by the schools, Essa said in
response to a question during the session.
Services provided in private education are
varying, where the student cost goes up
whenever the level of the cost of services
rise and vice a versa, he added.

In the meantime, lawmakers agreed to

give the parliamentary committee on edu-
cation more time to look into any irregulari-
ties in the granting of scholarships to stu-
dents attending Kuwait University and
Public Authority for Applied Education and
Training. 

MPs’ immunity
Earlier, the National Assembly refused

the Public Prosecution’s request of lifting
parliamentary immunity from MP Nabeel
Al-Fadhel in relation to a felony case and
MP Abduallah Al-Ma’youf for a ‘press
offense.’

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali
Al-Ghanem opened the session with a
eulogy to former MPs Yousef Khaled Al-
Mekhled Al-Mutairi and Dr Nasser Sarkhou,
expressing his deepest condolences and
sorrow for their death and praising their
traits and services for Kuwait. “The Kuwaiti
people are grieving over the death of the
MP Al Mekhled who was a member of the
constituent assembly and contributed to a
enacting the Nations Constitution (in
1962),” he said. On the late MP Sarkhou, he
said that such a key political figure in
Kuwait has had accomplishments that “still
shine on the national arena.”

In the same session, Omair expressed
the government condolences for the
demise of the veteran MPs, hailing
Mekhled’s contribution to the establish-
ment of the founding council and enact-
ment of the Constitution. On MP Srakhou,
he described the late lawmaker as a wise
politician and decent parliamentarian who
was keen on Kuwait’s stability. — KUNA

Parliament calls for investigating int’l
suspension of Kuwaiti Football activities

Farming lands removed in Wafra for GCC railway

KUWAIT: MPs surround Minister of Education and Minister of Higher Education Dr
Bader Al-Essa during yesterday’s parliament session. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Liquor factory busted
Police patrols in Mangaf asked a bus to stop, but the driver
refused. Backup patrols were summoned and the vehicle
was forced to stop. Two persons came out and ran into a
house, from where a foul odor was emanating. The bus was
searched and 29 bags were seen. Meanwhile the house
where the two entered was found to be a local liquor facto-
ry. Three persons were arrested and a fourth escaped
through a side door, while 600 bottles of liquor, 293 barrels
and equipment were found inside the house.

Major General
Khaled Al-Mekrad

Traffic campaigns
The Traffic Department carried out several campaigns
around Kuwait from November 8th to November 14th,
resulting in issuing 49,556 citations, and impounding 2,400
cars and 51 motorcycles. Meanwhile, 95 people were
detained for grave violations, while 12 expatriates were
sent for deportation as they were caught driving without
licenses.

Live ammunition
The Kuwait Coastguard Department will conduct a live
ammunition exercise in Kuwait’s territorial waters in the
areas designated by the following coordinates: Latitude
048,37,5.E - Longitude 28,55,O.N, and Latitude 048,30,2.E -
Longitude 28,46,8N, as well as the Qarouh and Um Al-
Maradem islands. The department urged sea goers to
avoid the areas specified aboe on December 7th and 9th,
from 8:00 am until 2:00 pm.

KUWAIT: Foreign Ministry Undersecretary
Khalid Suleiman Al-Jarallah headed yester-
day a preparatory meeting of Kuwait’s insti-
tutions and ministries that will participate
in meetings of the joint Kuwait-Iraq com-
mittee to be held in mid-December. During
the meeting, topics of the committee’s
agenda were reviewed by conferees.

Jarallah then met with head of the EU
Commission in Riyadh Ambassador Adam
Kulach and discussed bilateral relations
between the State of Kuwait and the EU, and
the developments on regional and interna-
tional arenas. The Undersecretary’s Bureau
Chief Ambassador Ayham Abdullatif Al-
Omar attended the meeting. — KUNA

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: MP Faisal Al-Kandari said that a deci-
sion was made to allow licensing camps for citi-
zens in the Julai’ah Southern area. The lawmaker
explained that officials agreed to a request he
had previously made to re-opening the area for
camping. 

Railway projects
According to a report made by the German-

Middle East Friendship Committee, the total
cost of railway projects, including metro,
tramway, fast trains and mono-trails, in Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries accu-
mulates up to $ 115 billion. 

The study said that Saudi Arabia came
first in terms of spending on these projects
with $ 45 billion, followed by Qatar with $
35 bil l ion,  the United Arab Emirates and
Kuwait with $ 15 billion each and Bahrain
with $ 10 billion.

Deputy FM heads meeting on
joint Kuwait-Iraq committee

KUWAIT: Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Khalid Suleiman Al-Jarallah heads a meeting
for state departments to participate in a joint Kuwait-Iraq committee meeting. — KUNA

Julai’ah approved for camping 

KUWAIT: The Civil Aviation General Directorate
announced yesterday signing an accord with
Jordanian counterpart authorities regulating navi-
gation services between the two countries and
effectively replacing a previous agreement in the

sector. It said in a statement that the new accord
stipulates new rules for operating national airlines in
the two countries, swapping transportation rights,
in addition to some facilities for the two sides in the
civil aviation’s security and safety. — KUNA

Kuwait, Jordan sign aviation agreement

KUWAIT: Civil Aviation General Directorate’s President Fawaz Al-Farah signs the
accord with Jordanian Ambassador to Kuwait Mohammad Al-Kayed. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Oil Company (KOC)
Monday denied as “false” a report by a local
newspaper that Kuwait has made offshore
oil discoveries. Offshore explorations are in
their initial stages following completion of
Three Dimensional Survey, said Saad Al-
Azmi, KOC Deputy CEO for Administration
and Finance.

KOC has already announced 3-D Seismic
Survey in Kuwait Bay, operations that are
ongoing, Azmi, also KOC spokesman, told
KUNA. He said KOC did not carry out new
offshore drilling, but the offshore explo-
ration drilling would start in 2017. Al-Anbaa
daily quoted oil sources as saying there
were around 14 billion barrels of crude oil
offshore. — KUNA

MoH produces
awareness 

film on traffic
accidents

KUWAIT: The Ministry of
Health (MoH) has produced
and published on YouTube
website a short movie to raise
people awareness about the
dangers of non-abidance by
traffic rules. The clip publish-
ing coincides with the World
Day of Remembrance of Road
Traffic Victims (WDR),
Chairperson of the MoH’s
Media Office Dr Ghaliya Al-
Mutairi told KUNA.

She pointed out that the
WDR is commemorated on
the third Sunday of
November each year - to
remember the many millions
killed and injured on the
world’s roads, together with
their families, friends and
many others who are also
affected. It is also a Day on
which the world thank the
emergency services and
reflect on the tremendous
burden and cost of this daily
continuing disaster to fami-
lies, communities and coun-
tries, and on ways to halt it,
she said. Mutairi unveiled that
the Interior Ministry’s Traffic
Department figures have
shown that 99,000 traffic acci-
dent took place in Kuwait in
2014 and left over 461 people
dead. She urged all relevant
bodies to launch a nation-
wide campaign to raise peo-
ple, particularly youth, aware-
ness about the dangers of
disobeying traffic and safety
rules as a major factors for the
growing number of road acci-
dents. — KUNA 

Health Ministry 
faces antimicrobial

resistance
KUWAIT: The Ministry of
Health is hard at work to face
antimicrobial resistance via
upgrading relevant policies
and protocols, and monitor-
ing as well as continuous
awareness and training, a
senior official has said.

This is all being done in
line with the work plan of the
World Health Organization
(WHO), Assistant
Undersecretary for Public
Health Affairs Dr Majda Al-
Qattan said yesterday.
Qattan’s statement comes on
the occasion of the first World
Antibiotic Awareness Week,
16-22 November 2015, under
“Handle antibiotics with care.”
She noted that antimicrobial
resistance has come to consti-
tute a global challenge, refer-
ring to the role of hospitals’
labs and anti-infectious teams
to discover resistant
microbes. — KUNA

Burgan Bank
sponsors Den

Gallery exhibition 
KUWAIT: Burgan Bank is sponsoring ‘Den Gallery’
exhibition, which will take place at the Kuwait
International Fair Grounds in Mishref. The event
aims at expanding the idea of contemporary art
through a group of talented Kuwaiti artists and will
be attended by Secretary General of the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL) Ali Al-
Youha as well as a group of 51 contemporary
artists. 

During the event, visitors will be welcomed to
the open exhibition over the course of 10 days ,
from November 18th - 28th, 2015. The exhibition is
a unique experience which will help contemporary
artists to showcase their creative skills and in turn,
encourage local youth to explore their creativity
and talents.

Burgan Bank’s sponsorship of the ‘Den Gallery’
exhibition falls in line with its corporate social
responsibility strategy that focuses on local talents
and capabilities in enriching the contemporary art
landscape by capturing the country’s culture and
history through gifted handiwork. The bank’s dedi-
cation to promoting a more prosperous Kuwait
arises from its own commitment of developing
youth and proven talents to realize their ambitions
while supporting the community as a whole. 

KOC denies reports of
offshore oil discoveries

Saad Al-Azmi

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s permanent mission to
the UN affirmed Monday that the actual full
implementation of the concept of human
rights is a collective responsibility that
should be shouldered by all the entire
international community.

There is a direct interrelation between
protection of human rights and the realiza-
tion of the targets of sustainable develop-
ment, the mission said a statement read by
Haya Nasrallah Al-Nasrallah, political
researcher, to a UN General Assembly
meeting on the report of the UN Human
Rights Council (UNHRC).

“The level of a nation’s progress and
welfare can be gauged by its respect for
and commitment to the principles of
human rights,” she said, citing the UN
Charter which provides for protection of
human rights and basic liberties. Since the
endorsement by the UNHRC of the second
periodical comprehensive review in last
January, Kuwait has made great efforts to
implement the outcomes of the review,
Nasrallah said. The review included 278 rec-
ommendations of which 178 were
endorsed as they are in tune with the provi-
sions of the Kuwaiti constitution and the
Islamic Sharia, she said, noting that Kuwait
was apprised of 25 other recommendations
and partially backed four others.

Guided by the Paris Principles on pro-
motion and protection of human rights,
Kuwait has set up the national human
rights diwan geared to promote the culture
of human rights and public liberties in the
light of the provisions of the constitution
and the international conventions.

Kuwait backed the UNHRC Resolution
28/20 on the continuing grave deteriora-
tion in the human rights and humanitarian

situation in the Syrian Arab Republic, and
strongly condemned the widespread
human rights abuses in Syria and the
oppressive policies of the Israeli occupation
forces against the Palestinian people, she
went on. The Kuwaiti envoy reiterated the
call for the international community to

shoulder its responsibility for forcing Israel
into meeting its obligations as an occupy-
ing force under the relevant international
laws, and protecting the Palestinians’
human rights as per the provisions of the
Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949.

It is a great responsibility for all coun-
tries to contribute to the promotion of
human rights in order to realize goals the
Post-2015 Development Agenda, she con-
cluded. These targets of sustainable devel-
opment for 2015-30 were approved by the
world leaders, including His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, in last September. — KUNA

Protection of human rights key to
sustainable development: Kuwait 

Haya Al-Nasrallah
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Ihave been to two countries that were recently
struck by violence - Paris and Somalia. No sooner
had we left the Somali capital Mogadishu after

concluding a humanitarian mission, suicide bombers
blew up the hotel we stayed in, killing and injuring
many people, including the Somali state minister
who had escorted us during the visit. However,
thanks to Allah that he is safe now. 

As soon as we left Paris after taking part in the
UNESCO’s general conference, unprecedented terror-
ist attacks claimed the lives of over 120 innocent
civilians and the numbers are likely to increase. A few
days earlier, a Russian commercial flight outbound
from Sharm Al-Sheikh in Egypt was ‘shot’ down,
killing all its passengers. At the same time, an explo-
sion in southern Beirut killed and injured many peo-
ple. 

What do we deduce from this geographically
diverse violence? Were they synchronized or just
coincided to be so? With the exception of Somalia,
Sharm Al-Sheikh, Paris and Beirut have direct links
with Syria, and less directly to both Iraq and even
Somalia, because a radical group there has recently
declared allegiance to IS. 

Naturally enough, there are special objective rea-
sons in each country. Yet, viewing these incidents as
timely separate would not be useful to comprehend
what is going to happen next. They were all appar-
ently timed with what seems to be more serious
political movement and action amongst Arabs and
non-Arabs; neighbors and overseas. They look more
serious this time because all parties started sensing
how blocked the horizon of suggested solutions was
because of political exhaustion in addition to the
high useless cost of such endeavors. 

If this political movement succeeds, as I men-
tioned eight months ago, the first victim would be IS,
and it already seems that military operations tend to
impose more restrictions on IS. Consequently, we
have to predict that the more pressure piled on IS,
the more it would tend to increase its terrorist politi-
cal violent acts against softer targets like normal
civilian congregations with the aim of spreading ter-
ror and making concerned parties sense IS abilities to
take the battle into their own countries. 

IS mainly nourishes on disagreements amongst
concerned parties and once they agree, though this
may seem difficult and complicated, IS will be first to
be affected. In order to symbolically prove this dis-
agreement, countries claiming to be fighting IS offi-
cially use six names to describe it, and I do hope the
seventh will not pop up because IS will have SEVEN
LIVES then! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

What does 
violent geographic 

expansion mean?

Al-Jarida

By Ghanim Al-Najjar

Al-Jarida

Thirty seven percent of Kuwait’s children, expats and
citizens, are diabetic, 82 percent of children are over-
weight or obese. This is a scary number, especially

since it is issued by a concerned and specialized party in
diabetes - Director of Dasman Diabetes Institute Dr Kazim
Behbehani - in a press interview.

More than 25 percent of Kuwaiti children are diabetic
and a large percentage are threatened to contract it if
their families do not pay attention and change the pattern
of their children’s way of life that spares them the scary
repercussions of diabetes, difficulty in healing wounds and
risks of limb amputations, if the disease develops into a
stage that nothing can be rescued from it.

It is very necessary to have parents be vigilant towards
their children from the early years to rescue them from a
difficult fate that makes than (children) captive to insulin
and its repercussions on public health, and the bouts of
high and low sugar, especially with children who cannot
comprehend all that. The child in his first years becomes a
project of destruction to his health if parents do not take
over the matter. The child eats what is in front of him or
offered, but if they decide his path, then that will be his

rescue from a dark fate.
I am surprised, with regret, with mothers and fathers

who buy or order fatty fast food meals that are destructive
to their children’s health, and they see them eat it with
pleasure, along with the huge cans of soda with which
they swallow the fatty bites. There are even those who
reward their children with such meals, not realizing that
they are throwing the children in the hell of disease in the
future.

Awareness is very important for such type of parents,
as well as educating children, while more important is to
ban the sale of such meals in schools and replace them
with healthy meals, and this is the duty of the education
and health ministries. The child may get diabetes and his
treatment is with insulin injections, but when he grows
older, the issue goes beyond insulin, and he gets into the
maze of kidney and eye diseases, wounds that are difficult
to heal, and doctors are compelled sometimes to ampu-
tate a hand or leg to rescue the patient from gangrene
that may devour all limbs. I do not mean to scare as much
as I am keen on cautioning. Forgive me! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

Children and diabetes

Al-Qabas

By Iqbal Al-Ahmad

Iwoke up on two successive mornings to news
about bloodshed and killing. On Friday morning,
I woke up to the news about blasts in southern

Beirut that killed dozens. On Saturday morning, I
woke up to news about blasts in Paris that claimed
the lives of over a 100 people.  Do the murderers
know the victims they killed in both Beirut and
Paris? Of course not!

It is unguided and indiscriminate killing. It is not
like murderers were avenging those killed, because
there was no previous acquaintance between the
‘subjects’ and the ‘objects’, the murderers and the
slain, the executioners  and their victims. 

Why has death become so easy? Why are murder-
ers aimless? Why do innocent people get killed in
their own houses, on streets and in their stores? Why
does a child awaited by his mother and younger sib-
lings to provide for the family has to be killed? Why
does a father worn out by strife to provide bread to
children who have no other breadwinners has to be
killed? Why does death strike the center of beautiful
Paris that has been spreading light throughout
humanity’s darkness? Why do people there get
killed? What have the victims done to deserve such
a terrible death? 

These are questions desperately looking for
answers, but none of them will ever be, simply
because no one has the answer. However, what
seemed as bitter and cruel as those killings was the
justifications made by some people who supported
and applauded what happened. This is the real
dilemma. The murderers were not those who exe-
cuted the blasts alone, because they were killed
with the victims and were already doomed to eter-
nal curse. They are a few cursed people. The real
problem lies in those relaxing in lofty beds or drink-
ing coffee, who applauded killing those innocent
using stupid, feeble excuses to justify it. 

What do the victims killed in southern Beirut
have to do with Hezbollah’s participation in the war
in Syria, bearing in mind that many of them have
known or heard nothing about Hezbollah to realize
its role in the war! This is the odious justification also
used by some who rejoice on seeing human blood-
shed and the blasts in Beirut. Since Hezbollah is
present on the battlefield, you should go fight it
there and not by killing innocent civilians who have
nothing to do with it.

Those ‘justifiers’ are even more dangerous than the
actual murderers who were already killed. It is
absolutely a frightening loathsome situation that is,
unfortunately, not new to us. Did we not rejoice in the
1960s and 1970s whenever Palestinians hijacked civil-
ian flights, terrorized the passengers and then set them
ablaze? Didn’t we rejoice with the Japanese Red Army
when it blew up Ben-Gurion airport? Did we not turn
Leila Khaled into a role model and national heroine?
Was Carlos not considered a national hero praised by
us all? We are all murderers - today’s Islamists as well as
yesterday’s leftists.  —Translated by Kuwait Times 

Leila and Carlos

Al-Anbaa

By Saleh Al-Shayeji

Crime
R e p o r t

Girl stabbed by brother
for wanting to live alone

KUWAIT: A security source said a man rushed his
daughter to Sabah Hospital covered with blood, telling
hospital investigators that her brother stabbed her. A
case was filed at Sulaibiya police station and detectives
arrested the suspect. The brother told them he was sor-
ry for what he did, and told them he had a dispute with
his sister because she wanted to live on her own, which
made him angry. He then pulled a knife and stabbed
her three times in her stomach and lung. He told them
he did not mean to kill her, but only warn her. He told
them where the knife and the clothes he was wearing
when the stabbing took place were hidden.

Drug trafficker arrested

A passenger was taken to the Drug Control General
Directorate (DCGD) after being caught with one kilo-
gram of heroin at Kuwait International Airport. The
pure heroin was found hidden in the luggage. The
suspect confessed the drugs were intended for sale.
Drug smuggling with the intention of trafficking is
punishable by death under Kuwait’s Penal Code.

Oil facility

Police officers stopped an man who entered an area
controlled by an oil company in the southern areas, and
was found under the influence of alcohol. A security
source said a police patrol noticed the man inside an oil
facility, so they went after him, only to find out that he
was drunk.

Liquor possession

Ahmadi police arrested a man in Mangaf with pos-
session of 23 homebrewed liquor bottles that were
found in his car. He was sent to the Drug Control
General Directorate (DCGD) for further action.

Kuwait Football
Association

Fugitive caught

A fugitive was arrested by Capital police. The 23-year-
old Arab woman was sentenced to two years in jail on a
forgery case. The arrest was made when she was
stopped in her car. She was taken to the criminal sen-
tences implementation department to serve her sen-
tence. Meanwhile, a citizen and an Arab wanted for
amounts of money totaling KD 106,000 were arrested
and sent to the civil sentences implementation depart-
ment. The arrests were made separately at a checkpoint.
A third person was arrested by a police patrol as he was
found wanted on a KD 67,000 debt case.

Expats main reasons
for cheap services 

in Kuwait
KUWAIT: Kuwaitis’ cost of living would increase by as
high as 100 percent if it was not for expatriate labor
forces in Kuwait, economic researcher Mohammad
Ramadan said in a recent study. Prices of products and
services are cheap locally because of cheap labor, com-
pared with higher prices by in western oil countries
such as Norway, he said. The study shows the dire need
for expatriate labor in vital sectors including the health
and education ministries, which saves the country mon-
ey, as Kuwaiti labor forces demand much higher salaries
in addition to social allowance. Meanwhile, the study
showed that domestic helper are the only category of
expatriate workers in Kuwait that can be considered
expendable. —Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: In view of complications
over the oil sector crisis, ministers’
rejection of solving problems through
reshuffles and the grilling motion filed
by MP Saadoun Hammad against the
resigning Minister of Electricity and
Water, Ministry of Public Works Ahmad
Al-Jassar, it seems that a partial reshuf-
fle would be the only solution the gov-
ernment can adapt to avoid the com-
plications imposed by reshuffle solu-
tions. 

However, a reshuffle is becoming
harder and more complicated now
after oil minister Dr Ali Al-Omair was
supposed to be appointed as Minister
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, while the
oil ministry’s portfolio would be hand-
ed over to either the Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Minister Anas Al-
Saleh, or Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah. But it seems that
things have changed now since

Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah was
excluded from assuming the oil min-
istry’s portfolio in order to avoid con-
flict of interests, while Omair was
excluded from the Awqaf minister by a
political decision. 

These developments opened wide
for objections from the Islamic Salafi
Assembly since it had insisted on
appointing its representative, Omair,
as Awqaf minister in place of current
minister Yaqoub Al-Sane so that it con-
tinues to be represented in the cabi-
net. Things even got worse after MP
Saadoun Hammad filed a grilling
motion against the resigning Ahmad
Al-Jassar, as Omair was reportedly sup-
posed to take his place at the public
works’ ministry.

In view of such complications, it
seems that a partial reshuffle would be
the most convenient option, especially
since the idea was suggested and
approved by lawmakers during the

parliamentary break. Partial reshuffle
would also be a good chance to assess
ministers’ performance after two years
in position. It would also give a chance
for ‘new blood’ to join the cabinet as
well as grant certain members a safe
and proper way out. 

Notably, Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem had stressed that the grilling
motion filed by Hammad against
Jassar was constitutional and that the
government would, thus, have three
options; to accept Jassar’s resignation
and thus remove the grilling motion
from the parliament’s agenda, to have
Jassar suspend his vacation and go
back to office by the December 1st
session so that he could take the podi-
um and respond to the grilling motion
or to ask for postponing discussing the
grilling motion for a certain period,
which would require NA’s approval
according to article 135 of the parlia-
ment’s regulations chart. —Al-Jarida

Partial cabinet reshuffle
to solve complications?

Ahmad Al-Jassar Ali Al-Omair Yaqoub Al-Sanea

Health insurance fee
for visitors mulled

KUWAIT: Health Ministry Undersecretary Dr Khaled
Al-Sahlawi said the ministry is studying the possibil-
ity of imposing health insurance on visitors, adding
that this proposal was on the agenda of the parlia-
ment’s health committee during its meeting last
Monday. The fees should be added to the value of
air tickets, or the visitor can pay them at the border,
he said. Meanwhile, a private school in Hawally
Education Zone registered a case of H1N1 virus
infection, and the prevention health department
made inspection tours to examine the school’s stu-
dents last week. —Al-Rai

60,000 extra workers 
for Clean Fuel Project 

by Summer 2016 
KUWAIT: With the construction work at the Clean Fuel
Project coming to a highpoint, Kuwait is expected to
receive a large number of laborers, particularly between
50,000 and 60,000, by the end of next summer to work
at the project, said informed sources. 

Preparations were underway to examine the equip-
ment purchased for the project, the sources said,
adding that the project’s power connection was going
very well according to schedule. Furthermore, the
sources said that meetings were being held currently
with relevant authorities to facilitate the entry of the
huge number of laborers. 

Moreover, the sources highlighted that the project
is expected to achieve an economic breakthrough
and help boost development plans in general. The
sources also noted that Kuwait National Petroleum
Company (KNPC) recently managed to install a new
300 metric tons Fluid Catalytic Cracking Unit at
Ahmadi refinery. —Al-Rai

Thieves in custody

A Hawally police patrol noticed three persons
exchanging blows, but when it approached them, two
persons attempted to escape but were caught. The
two are a citizen and a bedoon, while the third is an
Arab who told them the two attempted to rob him,
but he resisted, so they started beating him. —Al-Rai

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, a member of the international
Ooredoo Group, announced its partnership with the
Kuwait-based artisanal farmers market, ‘Qout Market’, to
support their third season, which will run from  November
2015 to April 2016. 

Qout Market’s third season was successfully opened on
November 7th and will open its doors to the public again
on Saturday, November 21st at Murouj; a Sahara Golf Club
project, with a live coverage on Marina FM from 12:00 to
2:00 PM. In addition, Marina FM will conduct an interview
with Ooredoo Kuwait representatives to elaborate more
about Ooredoo’s contribution in Qout Market which will
take place tomorrow in Nagham Al-Sabah program from
7:30 to 8:00 am. 

Throughout this season, the market will include local
farm produce, artisanal food products and crafts, with a
‘street food’ section aimed at highlighting the culinary
diversity of our local food community. The market also
offers a section dedicated for children’s activities. 

Mijbil Alayoub, Director of Corporate Communications
at Ooredoo Kuwait said: “By sponsoring Quot Market, we
aim at supporting small food producers, craftsmen, artists,

small-scale farmers and musicians. Empowering youth is a
key element of our corporate social responsibility strategy
and supporting Quot Market is one way of implementing
this strategy”. 

At the event, Ooredoo will engage with participants and
visitors through a special onsite booth. Company represen-
tatives will be available to provide information about
Ooredoo’s latest offers and promotions, answer inquiries
and distribute giveaways to all.

Ooredoo supports entrepreneurs
through Qout Market sponsorship 
Market runs from November 2015 to April 2016

Mijbil Alayoub
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MANILA: US President Barack Obama
yesterday offered the Philippines a war-
ship as part of a $250-million aid pack-
age to Southeast Asian allies worried
about Chinese efforts to control the
South China Sea. Obama made the
pledges aboard the Philippine Navy’s
flagship, shortly after arriving in Manila
for a summit of Asia-Pacific leaders to
also be attended by Chinese President
Xi Jinping. “My visit here underscores
our shared commitment to the security
of the waters of this region and to the
freedom of navigation,” Obama said as
he announced the assistance.

The offers were aimed at reassuring
allies that the United States was com-
mitted to maintaining security in the
region’s waters, following Chinese artifi-
cial island building in parts of the South
China Sea. China claims nearly all of the
sea, a strategically vital waterway home
to some of the world’s most important
shipping routes. The Philippines,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan
have competing claims to parts of the
sea, which is also believed to sit atop
vast oil and gas resources.

China’s building of artificial islands

close to the Philippines prompted the
US to deploy a missile destroyer and B-
52 bombers to the area in recent weeks.
China was almost certain to react angri-
ly to Obama’s announcement, as it
insists the United States has no right to
involve itself in disputes over waters
that are far away from US coasts. China
had also repeatedly called for the annu-
al Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
summit, which starts on Wednesday, to
focus exclusively on trade and not be
distracted by the rows.

In Beijing just before the US
announcement, Chinese vice foreign
minister Liu Zhenmin warned the other
claimants that China could take control
of the islands they occupy. “The Chinese
government has the right and the abili-
ty to recover the islands and reefs ille-
gally occupied by neighbouring coun-
tries,” Liu said. “But we didn’t do that, we
exercised maximum restraint.”

‘Ironclad’ Support 
The Philippines, which has one of

the weakest militaries in Asia and is the
most vocal critic of China’s actions in the
sea, will receive the most support under

the US package. Obama said the
Philippines would get a decommis-
sioned US Coast Guard cutter to be
turned into a new warship that will “bol-
ster the navy’s ability to conduct long-
endurance patrols”. He said the
Philippines would also get a research
vessel to help map its territorial waters,
while vowing US commitment to
defend its longtime ally was “ironclad”.

The Philippines will receive a record
$79 million in assistance to bolster mar-
itime security this financial year, the
biggest recipient in Southeast Asia, the
White House said. “This will be a signifi-
cant contribution for our maritime secu-
rity capability,” Philippine defence
department spokesman Peter Galvez
told AFP. Vietnam, a former US enemy
that has also spoken out strongly
against China’s regional assertiveness,
will get $40.1 million in aid over this
financial year and next, according to a
White House statement.

Indonesia, which is not a claimant
but has asked China to clarify its posi-
tion in the sea, will get nearly $20 mil-
lion to help “protect its maritime areas”.
Malaysia, where Obama will travel to on
Friday for another regional political
summit, will receive $2.5 million worth
of maritime security aid. The Philippines
and Vietnam also signed yesterday in
Manila a strategic partnership to deep-
en security ties, cementing an alliance
built partly on their concerns over
China.

Summit Sidetracked 
Obama will today meet Xi at the

start of the APEC summit, which groups
leaders from 21 Pacific rim economies
that account for more than half of the
global economy. While the two-day
summit is meant to focus on fostering
trade unity, the annual event is often
sidetracked by other global issues. This
year it will be held under the global
shadow cast by last week’s rampage in
Paris claimed by the Islamic State group
that killed at least 129 people.

Obama, Xi and a host of other lead-
ers arrived in Manila on Tuesday from
Turkey, where they attended a summit
of the Group of 20 top economies that
also focused heavily on IS and how to
destroy the jihadist network. Philippine
authorities, which had already deployed
more than 20,000 police and soldiers for
the summit, said security had been
ratcheted up even higher because of
the Paris attacks. —AFP

Obama offers Asian 
allies military aid 

Tensions rise over South China Sea

MANILA: Protesters burn a US flag during a demonstration yesterday against the ongoing Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit yesterday. —AFP

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan yesterday asked Prime Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu to form a new govern-
ment, two weeks after an election in
which the ruling party regained the over-
all majority it had lost five months ago.
Erdogan formally tasked Justice and
Development Party (AKP) chief Davutoglu
with forming the government in talks at
the presidential palace in Ankara, the
presidency said in a short statement on its
website. The AKP’s resounding victory in a
November 1 general election gave the
party a renewed mandate to govern with-
out any coalition partners.

Davutoglu is expected to present a list
of ministers for Erdogan’s approval either
today or tomorrow, with the new cabinet
likely to be composed mainly of Erdogan
loyalists. Earlier yesterday, lawmakers
were sworn into office as parliament con-
vened for the first time since the election.
Turkey’s oldest lawmaker, 77-year-old
opposition Republican People’s Party
(CHP) member Deniz Baykal, presided
over the session.

With Erdogan looking on, Baykal
called for reconciliation in the majority
Muslim country, which has been plagued
by violence over the past few months,
leaving many sections of society -minori-
ty Kurds, Islamists, secular Turks - at odds.
Wearing the traditional tailcoat and
white bowtie of the Turkish speaker, he
also invited the lawmakers to swear “loy-
alty to the secular and democratic
Turkish republic.”

Tensions rose when pro-Kurdish MP
Leyla Zana began her oath with “Biji Asiti”,
or “Long live peace” in Kurdish. The
phrase triggered a storm that recalled her
memorable swearing-in 24 years ago
when she also spoke the language that
was then still taboo in public. Zana, an
iconic activist who spent 10 years in jail
for her links to the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), also changed the
wording of “Turkish people” in the parlia-
mentary oath to the “people of Turkey”.
Baykal asked Zana to recite her oath
again, but she declined to do so, walking
out in protest. —AFP

Erdogan asks Turkey PM 
to form new government
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WASHINGTON: A majority of Americans
want the United States to intensify its
assault on the Islamic State following the
Paris attacks, but most remain opposed
to sending troops to Iraq or Syria, where
the militant group is based, a
Reuters/Ipsos poll found. That view runs
counter to comments by some 2016
Republican presidential candidates like
former Florida Governor Jeb Bush, who
called on Monday for more US “troops
on the ground” in the region. After years
of prolonged conflict in Iraq and
Afghanistan, Americans appear reluctant
to become embroiled in another war
even as they push for more action.

The poll - conducted over the week-
end after the suicide bomb and shoot-
ings in Paris - also found that 63 percent
of Americans were fearful that a Paris-
style attack could happen near them,
suggesting that national security could
emerge as a theme in the campaign for
the November 2016 presidential elec-
tion. Americans are more fearful now
than they were in the immediate after-
math of the bombing of the Boston

Marathon in 2013, even though the lat-
ter took place on U.S. soil,  the poll
showed. In Friday’s attacks, gunmen
struck a concert hall, bars, restaurants
and a soccer stadium, killing 129 people.

The poll of 1,483 people found rising
concern about terrorism. Of those
polled, 17 percent listed terrorism as
their top concern - a rise from 9 percent
when asked in October. Terrorism tied
with the economy as the top issue. The
results suggest an opening for
Republican presidential candidates, who
have been looking for ways to attack
Democratic front-runner Hillary Clinton’s
tenure as secretary of state under
President Barack Obama. Clinton has
argued that her foreign policy experi-
ence makes her the best qualified to be
the next commander-in-chief,  but
Republican critics have sought to link
her to Obama’s Middle East policies,
which they say have allowed the Islamic
State to metastasize.

Historically, though the economy has
remained the top issue for voters even in
times of foreign tumult. In 2004, at the

height of the Iraq war, terrorism fell
behind the economy and “moral values”
when voters were asked to name their
top issue, according to exit polls.
Nineteen percent listed terrorism as
their top concern. Of those who were
concerned about terrorism, 86 percent
voted for Republican George W. Bush
and only 14 percent voted for his
Democratic challenger John Kerry, exit
polls found.

The new Reuters/Ipsos poll found
that 60 percent of Americans think the
United States should be doing more to
attack Islamic State, also known as ISIS or
ISIL.  

A small majority said they support
using airstrikes in Iraq and Syria, but
about 65 percent oppose sending spe-
cial forces to the region, a move that has
already been taken by Obama. When
asked about regular ground troops, the
opposition grew stronger with 76 per-
cent opposing deploying troops.
Speaking in Turkey on Monday, Obama
ruled out the possibility of sending
ground troops to fight ISIS.

Hawkish Candidate Could Benefit
Benjamin Taylor, a political science

professor at the Massachusetts College
of Liberal Arts who has researched pub-
lic opinion and war, said it’s unsurprising
that Americans remain opposed to send-
ing ground troops. Research has found
that Americans are only inclined to sup-
port such a move when a clear objective
has been defined, he said. Taylor said
that if national security remained near
the top of voters’ concerns in the weeks
to come, a more hawkish candidate was
likely to win the Republican nomination.

Still, it is too early to say if the ripples
generated by the Paris attacks in the
2016 White House race will still be felt in
the months to come, analysts said.
Voters and the media have notoriously
short attention spans. The poll also
found that 52 percent of Americans
think nations which accept refugees
fleeing the strife in Syria are less safe. A
Syrian passport found near the body of
one of the Paris attackers showed that its
holder passed through Greece in
October, raising concern that the attack-

ers had entered Europe amid the wave
of refugees fleeing Syria’s four-year civil
war.

But there was a sharp divide over
whether nations should stop accepting
refugees, the poll showed. Forty percent
said countries should continue to accept
refugees because those people are flee-
ing terrorism. And 41 percent said those
countries should stop accepting
refugees because of the threat of ter-
rorism. The US State Department said
on Monday it still planned to accept
10,000 Syrian refugees in the next year
even as Republican governors in at
least 10 states said they would try to
block them from their  states.
Republican presidential candidates Ben
Carson and Mike Huckabee called on
the US Congress to block the adminis-
tration from bringing in more refugees.
The Reuters/Ipsos poll has a credibility
interval of 3 percentage points. For
more on the 2016 US presidential race
and to learn about the undecided vot-
ers who determine elections, visit the
Reuters website. — Reuters 

Americans want US to do more to attack IS

ADEN: Yemen’s President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi (center) walks at Aden airport upon his arrival from Saudi Arabia yesterday.— AP 

Yemen president returns 
to Aden from Saudi exile

Hadi to ‘supervise’ Taez ofensive
ADEN: Yemen’s president returned from exile to
southern city Aden yesterday as his troops and
allies in a Saudi-led coalition press one of their
most important offensives yet against Iran-
backed Houthi rebels. After landing in the provi-
sional capital, Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi went
straight to the palace to “supervise” the offensive
aimed at retaking Taez province, mostly-con-
trolled by the rebels, a presidential source said.
His return comes just days after Prime Minister
Khaled Bahah announced the return of his gov-
ernment to Yemen.

The president has tried to return before. In
September, after six months of exile in Saudi
Arabia, Hadi and Bahah returned to Aden but had
to go back to Riyadh after a deadly attack on the
provisional seat of government. Hadi declared the
southern port city Yemen’s temporary capital
after he escaped house arrest in the rebel-held
capital Sanaa in February. The following month,
he fled into exile as the rebels and their allies
entered Aden, prompting a Saudi-led coalition to
launch a military intervention in support of his
internationally recognised government.

The UN says that some 5,000 people, more
than half of them civilians, have been killed in

Yemen since the intervention began. The presi-
dent will be staying at the Maashiq presidential
palace in the central Crater district of Aden. The
palace was severely damaged in the fighting that
gripped Aden until July but was recently repaired
by the United Arab Emirates, which along with
Saudi Arabia is taking a lead role in supporting
Hadi’s government. The coalition sent ground
troops to Yemen in early August after months of
air strikes.

Loyalists Advance Towards Taez 
It has deployed significant reinforcements for

the advance on Taez, Yemen’s third city, military
officials have said. Taez has seen heavy fighting in
recent months between pro-government forces
and the Houthi Shiite rebels and their allies. There
are loyalist troops inside the city but they are
besieged by the rebels. Pro-Hadi forces and their
coalition allies pushed north towards Taez
overnight, capturing the village of Waziaa, south-
west of the city, military sources said.

The rebel-controlled Saba news agency had
said Monday that the insurgents repelled
attempts to advance on four fronts towards
Waziaa. Further south, pro-Hadi fighters

advanced towards Rahida, the province’s second-
largest city, following fierce clashes at nearby
Shuraija, a military source said. Loyalist forces
deployed in Dhubab advanced towards the port
city of Mocha on the Red Sea, an army officer said.
“They are 30 km away from Mocha,” he said.  

The fighting, which has been accompanied by
Saudi-led air strikes, has left 26 rebels and 33 loy-
alists dead since Monday, pro-Hadi military
sources said. A 400-strong Sudanese force arrived
in Aden this month in support of loyalist forces,
joining 500 who arrived in October. Sudanese
forces from the strategic Al-Anad airbase in Lahj
were taking part in the Taez operations, sources
said Monday.

The fighting has thrown into question UN-bro-
kered peace talks that had been planned for later
this month. A UN bid to launch peace talks in
June failed over demands for a rebel withdrawal
from seized territory, but this time, much effort
has been put into ensuring there is agreement in
advance on the agenda. The humanitarian crisis
in Yemen has been identified by the United
Nations as one of the world’s worst, with 80 per-
cent of the country’s population on the brink of
famine. —AFP 

JERUSALEM: Israel banned the radical wing
of the country’s main Islamist organization
yesterday, accusing it of having instigated
violence at a sensitive Jerusalem holy site
that sparked weeks of Palestinian unrest.
The ban comes as Israel tries on several
fronts to stop the knife, gun and car-ram-
ming attacks, with Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu repeatedly declaring that he will
pursue those he accused of incitement.

However, some questioned whether the
ban would further stoke tensions and also
harm legitimate political debate.
Mohammad Barakeh, the head of an Arab
Israeli umbrella organisation, accused
Netanyahu of taking advantage of anti-
Islamist sentiment in the Western world fol-
lowing the Paris attacks to crack down on
the group. The radical branch of the Islamic
Movement, based largely in northern Israel,
rejects the Oslo peace accords between
Israel and the Palestinians and boycotts
elections on the grounds that they give
legitimacy to the institutions of the Jewish
state.

It has been behind a campaign alleging

that the Al-Aqsa mosque compound in
annexed east Jerusalem is “in danger”, stok-
ing fears that Israel plans to change rules
governing the site, which Netanyahu has
repeatedly denied. Early yesterday, security
forces raided offices of the movement and
17 associated organizations in Arab com-
munities, police said, seizing cash, docu-
ments and computers.

Raed Salah, head of the organization,
and two other officials were summoned to
a police station in the northern city of Haifa
for questioning. “All these measures taken
by the Israeli establishment are unjust and
unacceptable,” Salah said in a statement,
calling it “blatant injustice”.

Slippery Slope? 
In announcing the ban, a government

statement said that “any person who
belongs to this organization or who pro-
vides services to it” would be committing a
criminal offence. It accused the group of
incitement “based on the lie that ‘The Al-
Aqsa Mosque is in danger’,” adding that the

group shared “an extremist ideology” with
Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood. Netanyahu
said it “incites violence against innocent
people”. “It has close ties with the Hamas
terrorist organization and it seeks to subvert
the state in order to establish an Islamic
caliphate in its place.” 

Barakeh said Israel is “exploiting the situ-
ation in the region and the world to esca-
late its repressive and authoritarian attacks
against the Arab people in the country.” His
organization called for a general strike over
the ban for Thursday. Arab Israelis -
Palestinians and their descendants who
remained after Israel was created in 1948 -
make up some 17.5 percent of the popula-
tion.

Others questioned whether the move
could harm legitimate political debate. “The
sense is that this could be a slippery slope,”
said Ofer Zalzberg, senior analyst with the
Middle East program at the International
Crisis Group think tank. 

Sacred to Both Faiths 
The Al-Aqsa compound is the third-holi-

est site in Islam and the most sacred for
Jews, who refer to it as the Temple Mount.
Jews are allowed to visit, but not pray there
to avoid provoking tensions. Clashes broke
out at the site over several days in
September.  Palestinian youths threw
stones and firebombs while barricading
themselves inside the mosque and Israeli
police responded with stun grenades and
tear gas. Strict security measures, including
limits on who was allowed to enter, eventu-
ally halted those clashes, but a new wave of
violence that began in October has seen
Palestinians target Israelis elsewhere with
knife, gun and car-ramming attacks. The
violence has killed 12 Israelis and 83 on the
Palestinian side, one of them an Arab Israeli.
Many of the Palestinians killed were alleged
attackers, while others were shot dead dur-
ing clashes with Israeli forces.

The attackers have mainly been young
Palestinians who appear to be acting on
their own, frustrated with Israel’s occupa-
tion, a frozen peace process and the leader-
ship of Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas, whose calls for peaceful resistance
they have ignored. Other measures Israel
has pursued in recent days have included
controversial demolitions of homes of sus-
pected attackers, which have sparked clash-
es, such as on Monday when Israeli forces
shot dead two Palestinians in the West
Bank.

The northern branch of the Islamic
Movement has long been on Israel’s radar.
In October, Salah was sentenced to 11
months in jail on charges of inciting vio-
lence at the mosque compound in a 2007
speech. He is currently pursuing an appeal.
His movement has also been accused of
financing two Muslim groups, which act as
self-appointed sentinels at Al-Aqsa, keeping
an eye on Jewish visitors and harassing
those they suspect of secretly praying. Both
groups were outlawed from the site when
tensions boiled over in September. — AFP 

Israel bans Islamist group 
over Jerusalem clashes

NAZARETH: Arab-Israeli Sheikh Raed
Salah, the leader of the radical northern
wing of the Islamic Movement in Israel,
poses for a picture yesterday in this
Arab-Israeli town. —AFP 

5 Tanzanian miners freed 
after 41 days underground

DAR ES SALAAM: Five Tanzanian gold miners
have been rescued after spending 41 days
trapped deep underground eating cock-
roaches and frogs to survive, the mining min-
istry and survivors said yesterday. The miners
were among a group of around 20 that were
in a pit when a shaft they were working on
collapsed on Oct 5. While 14 escaped as the
shaft collapsed, six were trapped. One of the
miners died more than month-long incarcera-
tion underground. The remaining five were
rescued on Sunday and are reportedly in a
serious condition in hospital.

“The miners were very weak,” Minister of
Energy and Mines spokeswoman Badra
Masoud said, adding they had been trapped
some 100 m underground. Survivors have
described the horror of surviving in the dark-
ness for over a month so deep underground,
sheltering in a chamber where they had
stored their tools, eating insects and sipping
foul and muddy water to survive. “We were
around 20 in the pit that collapsed, some of
our colleagues made it out, but six remained
trapped underground,” survivor Chacha
Wambura told state-owned television late

Monday. “We survived by eating cockroaches,
frogs and other insects as well as drinking
dirty water that seeped in from above.”

‘A Miracle’ 
The local miners were digging for gold in

the northwestern Shinyanga region, some
900 km west of the economic capital Dar es
Salaam, when the shaft collapsed behind
them. Initially they had the light from their
helmet lamps as well as from mobile phones,
but they soon ran out. “Batteries of the torch-
es and flashlights ran out and we ended up in
a cave that we earlier used as a store for our
tools,” Wambura said. Tanzanian newspaper
The Citizen said the mining ministry
described the rescue as “a miracle” while local
officials were initially in disbelief the miners
could have been freed safely after so long
underground.

Local police commander Justus
Kamugisha told AFP that the miners were all
believed to have died in the collapse, but that
other miners crawling down a separate shaft
were startled to hear voices coming from the
darkness. —AFP 

PRISTINA: Jordan’s King Abdullah II warned yester-
day of a “third world war against humanity”,
describing the Islamic State group as “savage out-
laws of religion” in the wake of the Paris attacks.
During an official visit to Kosovo, Abdullah said
both Europe and Islam were under attack from the
“scourge” of terrorism that could strike anywhere
and at any time. “We are facing a third world war
against humanity and this is what brings us all
together,” he told a press conference.

“This is a war, as I’ve said repeatedly, within
Islam,” he said, stressing the high number of
Muslim victims of the Islamic State (IS) group.
Abdullah said groups such as IS “expose them-
selves daily as savage outlaws of religion, devoid of
humanity, respecting no laws and no boundaries”.
“So therefore we must act fast and holistically to
tackle and respond to the interconnected threats
whether it is in this region, Africa, Asia or in
Europe,” he said.

In France’s worst-ever terror attacks, IS gunmen
and suicide bombers murdered 129 people in
coordinated onslaughts in Paris on Friday night.
Muslim-majority Jordan is, like France, a member
of the US-led coalition battling the group, which
controls swathes of land in its neighbours Iraq and
Syria. On Sunday, Abdullah said fighting extremism
was “our fight as Muslims against those who aim to
turn our societies and future generations towards
fanaticism and extremism”. Jordan says it has taken
in 1.4 million Syrians fleeing the war there since it
broke out in 2011, but the UNHCR puts the figure
at 600,000. At least 250,000 people have died in
more than four years of conflict in Syria. —AFP 

Jordan king warns of war against humanity

PRISTINA: Jordanian King Abdullah II and Kosovo’s President Atifete Jahjaga review a
Kosovo security force honor guard during a welcoming ceremony as part of Abdullah’s offi-
cial visit to Kosovo yesterday. — AFP 
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PRISTINA: Opposition lawmakers in
Kosovo fired tear gas and pepper spray
in parliament yesterday and police
clashed with rock-throwing protesters in
a deepening political crisis over relations
with former master Serbia. Protesters
threw rocks, bottles and petrol bombs at
police and parliament in the capital,
Pristina, rallying in support of opposition
lawmakers who for a fourth time dis-
rupted the work of the assembly with
tear gas and, on this occasion, pepper
spray. The opposition is demanding the
government scrap a European Union-
brokered deal to regulate ties between
Serbia and Kosovo, its former southern
province, which declared independence
in 2008.

In particular, they oppose the cre-
ation of a so-called “association” of
municipalities populated by minority
ethnic Serbs, which would have greater
local powers and the right to some
financial links with Belgrade. Kosovo
broke away from Serbia in 1999, when
NATO bombed for 11 weeks to stop the
killing and expulsion of ethnic Albanians
by Serbian forces trying to crush a guer-

rilla insurgency. The territory of 1.8 mil-
lion people declared independence in
2008 and has been recognized by more
than 100 countries, including the major
Western powers. But the EU wants the
two to regulate their relations as Balkan
neighbors if either are to make progress
towards eventual membership of the
bloc.

Yesterday’s protest was led by oppo-
sition lawmaker Albin Kurti, who has set
off tear gas in parliament several times
in recent months. He fired pepper spray
at police. “I pointed the pepper spray at
the prime minister and the government
because they created the ‘association’,”
Kurti told Reuters in the assembly. “The
police just happened to be in the wrong
place.” Lawmakers, who were due to
debate the government’s proposed
budget for next year, left the chamber.
They moved to another room in the
building and later approved the budget
at a first reading. Prime Minister Isa
Mustafa said the opposition’s actions
were “criminal”.  “I ask the institutions to
take measures, because the state is in
question,” he told reporters.—Reuters

Tear gas fired inside and outside Kosovo parliament
Opposition angry at EU-brokered deal with Serbia

PRISTINA: Members of the Parliament disperse after a tear gas was launched by opposition lawmakers, in the Kosovo’s
parliament in Pristina yesterday. —AFP 

KIGALI: Rwanda’s upper house of parliament
passed yesterday a constitutional amendment
allowing President Paul Kagame to run for a
third consecutive term in 2017, and potentially
remain in power for the next two decades. The
vote was unanimously passed, an AFP reporter
in the senate said. The changes to the constitu-
tion will now be put to a national referendum,
widely expected to be passed with little outspo-
ken opposition.

“If I ran again, I would do more of what I am
doing to improve the well being of the citizens
of Rwanda,” Kagame said yesterday, in a message
posted on the presidential Twitter account. The
lower house passed the amendments earlier this
month. Lawmakers voted unanimously to
approve cutting presidential terms from the cur-

rent seven to five years, and maintain a two-term
limit. But an exception was made for Kagame,
who would be allowed to run for another seven-
year term after his current mandate ends in
2017.  After those seven years, he could then
potentially run for another two terms of five
years each, which would extend his rule to 2034.
Minor changes made by senators will now return
to the lower house for voting, but those do not
include the key sections related to the possible
extension of Kagame’s rule. Kagame has run
Rwanda since his rebel army ended the 1994
genocide and ousted Hutu extremists.  He won
elections in 2003 and 2010 and, under the cur-
rent law, is due to step aside in 2017 at the end
of his second term. Earlier this year, more than
60 percent of voters signed a petition calling for

constitutional changes to be drafted that would
allow Kagame to stand again.

Kagame’s aides have insisted that any bid for
a third term would be in response to “popular
demand” that he stay in power. Supporters por-
tray Kagame as a guarantor of post-genocide
stability and the economic growth that has
transformed the country over the past 20 years.
But critics say the move is orchestrated by a gov-
ernment and leader with an iron grip on a coun-
try where freedom of expression is severely cur-
tailed, and part of a wider trend of African lead-
ers seeking to stay put. Rwanda is the northern
neighbor of Burundi, where this year President
Pierre Nkurunziza gained a third consecutive
term despite months of protests and an
attempted coup.— AFP 

Rwandan senate clears 
Kagame for third term

Upper house passes constitutional amendment

PARIS ASSAILANTS: WHAT WE KNOW
PARIS: Investigators probing the deadly Paris attacks
have so far identified five of seven gunmen and sui-
cide bombers whose bodies were found at three sites
across the city, while the hunt is on for others. Here is
a look at the men behind France’s worst-ever terror
attacks, which struck a concert venue, bars, restau-
rants and a stadium.

Omar Ismail Mostefai   
The 29-year-old French national blew himself up

at the Bataclan music venue, one of three attackers
who killed 89 people there in the bloodiest scene of
Friday night’s violence. His identity was confirmed
using a severed fingertip found at the site. Born on
November 21, 1985 in the poor Paris suburb of
Courcouronnes, Mostefai was known to police as a
petty criminal with eight convictions between 2004
and 2010 but spent no time in jail. Between 2005 and
2012, he lived in Chartres, some 90 kilometers south-
west of Paris, his former neighbors said, and regularly
attended a mosque a few kilometers away in Luce, a
source close to the investigation said. 

He had been identified by the authorities in 2010
as having been radicalised but had never been previ-
ously “implicated in a terrorist network or plot”, the
Paris prosecutor said. One of six children, he is
believed to have travelled to Syria in 2014, slipping
under the authorities’ radar. The father of a daughter
born in 2010, Mostefai was understood to have
moved to Algeria with his family, his brother said, say-
ing the two had cut ties several years ago. The brother
was one of six relatives arrested by police as part of
their inquiries. Turkish police had twice warned their
French counterparts about Mostefai in December
2014 and June 2015 but had “never heard back from
France on the matter,” a Turkish official said.

Samy Amimour   
The second Bataclan suicide bomber to be identi-

fied was 28-year-old Samy Amimour from Drancy, a
northeastern suburb of Paris. He was known to anti-
terror investigators after being charged on October
19, 2012 with “conspiracy to commit terrorism” over
an attempt to travel to Yemen but was released on

bail. He left for Syria on September 11, 2013, violating
the terms of his bail, and prompting judges to issue
an international warrant for his arrest. In summer
2014 he was still in Syria and his family told AFP their
hopes of seeing him again faded because he had
married there. Three of his family members were tak-
en into custody early on Monday.

Brahim Abdeslam   
The 31-year-old French national living in Belgium

blew himself up outside a bar on Boulevard Voltaire,
seriously wounding one person. Born on July 30,
1984, he is one of three brothers linked to the probe.
He is suspected of hiring a black Seat car, registered in
Belgium, that was seen by witnesses at several attack
sites and found late Saturday in Montreuil, east of
Paris. Inside were three Kalashnikov assault rifles, 11
empty magazines and five full ones.

Dutch media reports said his name appears in
police files alongside that of leading Belgian jihadist
Abdelhamid Abaaoud in relation to criminal cases in
2010 and 2011. Abaaoud is believed to head a
Belgian Islamic State cell, which was dismantled in
January. Abaaoud has been on the run since then and
is believed to be fighting with the Islamic State group
in Syria. Local media reported that Abdeslam used to
run a bar in Brussels’ impoverished Molenbeek dis-
trict, which is known as a hotbed of Islamic radicalism.
A police document obtained by AFP suggests it was
shut down because police believed customers were
smoking marijuana there.

Salah Abdeslam, wanted  
His younger brother, 26-year-old Salah Abdeslam,

is being sought by French investigators who have
issued a photograph of him-describing him as “dan-
gerous”-while Belgium has issued international war-
rant for his arrest. He hired a black Polo, also regis-
tered in Belgium, which was found near the Bataclan
concert venue. Brussels police on Monday surround-
ed a property in Molenbeek, but did not find him.
Salah was likely extracted Saturday after a call from
one of his accomplices from Belgium, according to
police and sources close to the investigation. The
third brother, Mohamed Abdeslam was arrested in
Molenbeek on Saturday, but released “without
charge” on Monday with his lawyer saying her client
had an alibi and was not in Paris on Friday evening.

Bilal Hadfi
The 20-year-old was one of three assailants who

blew themselves up outside the French national sta-
dium, killing one person, as France was playing
Germany in a football friendly attended by 80,000
fans, including French President Francois Hollande.
Investigators say Hadfi was a French national who
was living in Belgium and had spent time in Syria.

Ahmad Al-Mohammad
Close to the body of a second bomber outside the

Stade de France, investigators found a Syrian pass-
port in the name of Ahmad al-Mohammad, 25, who
was born on September 10, 1990, in the Syrian city of
Idlib. A passport bearing that name had been regis-
tered on the Greek island of Leros on October 3, with
the attacker’s fingerprints matching those taken dur-
ing the registration process. The holder of the pass-
port was later registered as crossing from Macedonia
into Serbia where he formally applied for asylum,
Serbian officials said. But investigators are still trying
to verify if the passport is indeed genuine, and the
name is not known to French anti-terror police. Serbia
detained a migrant on Monday whose passport con-
tained the same data.—AFP 

PARIS: This combination of photos shows four men - two suicide bombers who died during the
November 13, 2015 Paris attacks, and two others suspected to be implicated. — AFP 

VAL-DE-MARNE: Photo shows the room rented with the credit card of Salah Abdeslam
actively wanted in the investigation in the Appart’City hotel in Alfortville. — AFP 

The Belgian connection: From 
barkeeper to suicide bomber

BRUSSELS: Two weeks ago, the mayor of
Molenbeek ordered the closure of a neigh-
borhood bar where Brussels police had
found young men dealing drugs and smok-
ing dope over the summer. Last Friday, the
owner blew himself up at another laid-back
corner cafe, this time in Paris, on a mission
of retribution from Islamic State. Brahim
Abdeslam’s journey from barkeeper to sui-
cide bomber remains a mystery, along with
the whereabouts of his younger brother
Salah, now on the run as Europe’s most
wanted man but until recently the manag-
er of Brahim’s bar, Les Beguines. The broth-
ers sold the business just six weeks ago.

There is a seeming disconnect between
the ownership by Muslims, whose religion
forbids the use of alcohol and tobacco, of a
bar, where drugs were being dealt, on a
quiet street in the low-rent Brussels bor-
ough of Molenbeek who have become the
focus of a manhunt for violent Islamists
with ties to Syria. Yet time and again, inves-
tigations after attacks like those that killed
129 people in Paris have uncovered tales of
workaday Arab immigrant lives, assimilated
to the profane daily cares and pleasures of
European cities, that have turned, unseen
to family and friends, into explosions of
pious, suicidal fanaticism.

“It’s shocking, especially when it’s peo-
ple you’ve hung out with,” said 25-year-old
Nabil, as he walked home from work to his
apartment nearby, past the cafe on rue des
Beguines, now shuttered by court order,
which Brahim Abdeslam, 31, had owned.
“They were regular guys, who enjoyed a
laugh,” he said, still wearing his workclothes
and a Nike baseball cap. “There was noth-
ing radical about them. ... They were here
just last week hanging out. ... I think they
were indoctrinated. ... There is some mas-
termind behind it all.”

‘Like Sylvester Stallone’
Hicham, also 25 and in blue tracksuit

and sneakers, echoed that view of Brahim
and Salah: “They smoked. They didn’t go to
the mosque or anything. We saw them
every day at the cafe,” he said. Brahim, with
a voice “like Sylvester Stallone,” could, he
conceded, at times be “a bit crazy”. “We
played cards. We talked about football,” he

added. “We talked about the everyday.
Nothing jihadist, not about Islam.” Those
sentiments were echoed by family includ-
ing a third brother, a local council employ-
ee, who was released on Monday after two
days in custody, and by former workmates
of Salah at the tram repair shop - though
the latter told public radio that the “joker”
Salah lost that job in 2011 for absenteeism.

Belgian media also reported that Salah
spent time in jail for robbery five years ago
alongside another Molenbeek man,
Abdelhamid Abaaoud, 28. French investi-
gators believe Abaaoud may have ordered
the Paris attacks from Syria, where he has
become an Internet propagandist for
Islamic State under the nom de guerre Abu
Omar Al-Belgiki - the Belgian. Belgian
police could not confirm any previous
record for the brothers or whether they had
been under surveillance.

Strong smell of drugs
What is clear is that the bar the brothers

ran had annoyed some of its neighbors
and, in August, been raided by police.
Details posted on the door, on the ground
floor of a typical brick-built 19th-century
townhouse and confirmed by police to
Reuters, stated: “The premises have been
used for the consumption of banned hallu-
cinogenic substances.” The notice ordered a
five-month closure from Nov. 5, and said
police found “a strong smell of drugs” and
ashtrays containing “partially smoked
joints”, while a number of customers were
found to be carrying drugs on their per-
sons.

The notice said the manager had been
given a chance, on Sept. 4, to object. “But
he did not reply to our invitation”.
Molenbeek Mayor Francoise Schepmans
has described Molenbeek as a “breeding
ground for radical violence”, suffering from
high youth unemployment and overcrowd-
ing. Belgian ministers have promised to
“clean it up.” The Abdeslams do not appear
to have figured among the jobless. Legal
documents reviewed by Reuters and first
reported by Belgian newspaper L’Echo
show that Brahim, a French citizen born in
Brussels, formed a company in March 2013
to run the bar.— Reuters

S Africa court says ‘swapped’ 
babies will not be exchanged

JOHANNESBURG: South African toddlers
accidentally swapped on the day they were
born in 2010 will stay with the families who
raised them and not be returned to their
biological parents, a Pretoria high court has
ruled. The two children, a boy and a girl
who are now aged five, were born on the
same day in a Johannesburg hospital but
ended up being taken home and raised by
the wrong parents after nurses mixed up
their identities.

The precise circumstances of the mix-up
have not been made public but the families
were unaware of the mistake until one of
the mothers underwent tests when her ex-
husband refused to pay child support, say-
ing he was not the father. One of the
women initially wanted to get her biologi-
cal daughter back but has since accepted

the opinion of court-appointed experts,
who said the children should stay with the
parents who raised them.

The Pretoria court ruled on Monday that
the children will now be considered to have
been adopted by the parents who brought
them up, said Anne Skelton, director at the
University of Pretoria’s Centre for Child Law,
the court’s advisers. “Now it is as if they are
the children of the parents with which they
are living,” Skelton said yesterday. “Nobody is
fighting it. Three of the parents totally agree
with the decision. One father is uncertain
but he said through his lawyers that he
would abide by the decision of the court.”
The case has drawn comparison to the bibli-
cal story of King Solomon who ruled in a dis-
pute between two women claiming to be
the mother of a child.—Reuters
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LONDON: When the Taleban banned girls’ education in
Afghanistan, six-year-old Shabana Basij-Rasikh started
dressing as a boy and for five years risked her life to
attend a secret school. Today, 14 years on, she runs
Afghanistan’s only boarding school for girls, aiming to
foster a new generation of leaders across professions
who can help create a strong country following
decades of war.

“It’s especially important to educate young girls in
Afghanistan because we have not tapped into half of
society,” said Basij-Rasikh. “We’re talking about a phe-
nomenal opportunity for Afghanistan.” Despite millions
of girls entering education since the fall of the Taleban,
many still miss out because of a huge shortage of
female teachers, says Basij-Rasikh, now 25, who has
won international acclaim for her work championing
girls’ education.

The gender gap in primary schools remains the
largest globally with only 7 girls for every 10 boys,
falling to 5.5 girls at secondary level. Basij-Rasikh, a
speaker on Tuesday at the Trust Women conference on
women’s rights and trafficking run by the Thomson
Reuters Foundation, said she was lucky to grow up in a
family where daughters were prized. Her grandfather
insisted Basij-Rasikh’s mother go to school even though
his father disowned him for doing so. Basij-Rasikh’s
father - an army general who was the first boy in his
family to be schooled - was also adamant his daughters
should be educated, even when the Islamist Taleban
took power in 1996.

“My parents knew they were risking our lives in

sending us to a secret school,” she said. “But it was a lot
harder for them to imagine their daughters growing up
uneducated. For them, that would have been a major
step backwards.” Basij-Rasikh and her older sister -
dressed in a burqa - would vary their route to school
every day to avoid arousing suspicions, hiding their
books in grocery bags. They had several “terrifying close
calls”. “Afterwards we’d beg our parents to let us stay at
home like all the other girls we knew,” she said. “But my
father would always say, ‘Look, you can lose everything
in life, but there is one thing that nobody can take away
from you, and that’s your education.’.”

Giving girls ambition
After the Taleban fell in 2001, Basij-Rasikh attended

a public school before going to college in the United
States.  While there, she co-founded the School of
Leadership, Afghanistan (SOLA) with the aim of giving
young Afghans access to an education abroad and jobs
back home. In 2012, she turned SOLA - which means
“peace” in the Pashto language - into the country’s first
girls’ boarding school to educate girls from across the
country. The Kabul school places strong emphasis on
critical thinking and leadership skills. Extra-curricular
activities that would raise eyebrows in most of
Afghanistan include everything from skateboarding
and rock-climbing to driving lessons.

SOLA has 25 students and has helped 45 girls study
in the United States, Canada, Britain, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan
and Bangladesh, with scholarships amounting to $9.5
million. Some hope to be doctors, others want to

become the country’s first female president. One
dreams of becoming an astronaut. “Most of them are
the first girl in their family to receive an education. It’s a
huge change,” said Basij-Rasikh who plans to expand
the school to 340 students in seven years. The guards at
SOLA are a reminder that it is still risky for girls to go to
school.

One student was nearly killed with her father by a
roadside bomb in her home province. Her father
received a phone call afterwards warning him of anoth-
er attack if his daughter returned to school but he
refused to be cowered. In parts of Afghanistan militants
have burnt down schools, poisoned schoolgirls and
thrown acid in their faces, but Basij-Rasikh says they
return to class as soon as they can. To help boost girls’
education, Basij-Rasikh wants to see more female
teachers. In conservative communities this can make
the difference between a girl going to school or staying
at home, she said, yet less than a third of teachers are
women.

Female teachers can also be role models and confi-
dantes, Basij-Rasikh said, particularly as girls reach
puberty and are more likely to be affected by tradition-
al beliefs - high rates of early marriage are another rea-
son why girls drop out. Basij-Rasikh believes
Afghanistan could change dramatically in the coming
decades if girls are allowed to reach their potential. “If
you want to be inspired by young people go see the
girls in Afghanistan who value education so much
because they know what it feels like not to have access
to it,” she said. — Reuters

Basij-Rasikh dressed as 
a boy to defy Taleban 

Afghan activist who calls for more female teachers 

QUETTA: At least 12 people were
killed and more than 100 hundred
injured yesterday when a train
derailed in Pakistan’s southwestern
Baluchistan province, administration
and railway officials said. The acci-
dent occurred near Quetta city, the
provincial capital, after the train’s
brakes failed as it sped down the
side of a mountain, officials said. A
military spokesman in Quetta said
that 26 seriously injured passengers
were airlifted to hospital in two heli-
copters.

“Four carriages of a Rawalpindi-
bound train which left Quetta rail-
way station were derailed near
Abegum area of Bolan district, some
75 kilometers from Quetta city,”
Akbar Hussain Durrani, Baluchistan
home secretary said. “The incident
happened because the brakes of the
train failed.” Faiz Bugti, a senior rail-
ways department official, and head
of local community police Tariq Zehri

also confirmed the accident and
casualties.  The army has joined a res-
cue and relief operation and will use
heavy machinery to free victims,
while a quick response force from
the paramilitary Frontier Corps has
also been deployed, authorities said.

TV footage showed rescuers trying
to pull the injured from the derailed
cars. Railway officials said the train
was carrying around 300 passengers.
“Among the dead so far confirmed,
five are passengers, two drivers of the
train and two members of the railway
police,” Durrani said. Train accidents
are common in Pakistan, which inher-
ited thousands of miles of track and
trains from former colonial power,
Britain. The railways have seen
decades of decline due to corruption,
mismanagement and lack of invest-
ment. In July, at least 17 people were
killed when a special military train fell
into a canal after a bridge partially
collapsed. — Agencies 

12 dead, 100 injured as 
Pakistan train derails

BOLAN: Pakistan security officials and local residents gather at the
site following the derailment of a passenger train in Bolan district,
some 75 kilometers from Quetta yesterday. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: India’s Supreme Court has ordered the
government of Uttar Pradesh state to remove a
wood-burning crematorium located near the Taj
Mahal to protect the iconic monument from being
affected by smoke. Judges Tirath Singh Thakur and
Chockalingam Nagappan said Monday that the
state government could either move the crematori-
um away from the monument or install an electric
one in its place. The judges were acting on a letter
from another Supreme Court judge that said the
white marble mausoleum was under threat of pol-
lution due to smoke and soot emanating from the
crematorium.

Judge Kurian Joseph said that on a recent visit
to the Taj Mahal, he had noticed smoke and ash ris-
ing from the crematorium and was concerned
about the effect of air pollution on the marble
structure. In their order, the two judges suggested

that the state could move the wood-burning cre-
matorium and also build an electric one at the cur-
rent site. This would allow people wanting to use
wood pyres to do so, while others could use the
electric crematorium, they said. Hindus traditionally
cremate their dead using wood fires. The govern-
ment has been trying to encourage people to use
electricity-powered crematoriums.

With its gleaming dome and graceful spires, the
Taj Mahal is one of the world’s most recognizable
buildings, visited by more than 3 million tourists a
year. The monument’s domes and minarets, inlaid
with semi-precious stones and carvings, is consid-
ered the finest example of Mughal art in India. It
was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
1983. Resting on the banks of the Yamuna River in
the city of Agra, the Taj Mahal was built in the 17th
century by Mogul Emperor Shah Jahan in the

memory of his wife, Mumtaz Mahal, who died giv-
ing birth to their 14th child.

Over the decades, the once pearly white Taj
Mahal has been turning yellow due to pollution.
The government has closed scores of factories
located near the monument and has tried to pro-
vide uninterrupted power supply in Agra so that
residents do not have to use diesel-operated gen-
erators. Earlier this year, the state government
banned the burning of cow dung fuel cakes by city
residents to prevent the dense black smoke from
affecting the Taj. Dried cow dung cakes are com-
monly used in rural areas as a cheap source of fuel
for heating and cooking. The court ordered the
government of Uttar Pradesh, the northern Indian
state where the Taj is located, to come up with a
decision on its plans for the crematorium within 15
days. — AP 

Indian court orders action on 
crematorium near Taj Mahal
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BANDAR LAMPUNG: A newlywed
Indonesian couple have been arrested
over claims they dined on the genitals of
the woman’s suspected rapist after her
husband allegedly murdered him and
cut off his private parts, police said yes-
terday. The victim’s body was found in a
burnt-out van after a suspected revenge
attack sparked by claims from the new
wife she was raped a week before her
wedding on Sumatra island.

The husband, 30-year-old Rudi
Efendi, has admitted murdering the man
after discovering his wife was not a vir-
gin on their wedding night in
September and being told of the
alleged rape, but insists he acted alone.
“I was so outraged,” Efendi told reporters
after his arrest last month, adding that
deciding to eat the victim’s genitals was
“to cure my heartache”. Police say that
after murdering the man, Efendi took

home the victim’s severed genitals,
ordered his 20-year-old wife to cook
them, and the pair then ate them
together. The victim was a driver, whom
the wife used to date. Sulistyaningsih, a
local police spokeswoman who goes by
one name said:  “The case is still under
investigation but we strongly suspect
that this is a premeditated murder.” The
husband is accused of carrying out the
murder, while police believe the wife
acted as an accomplice. The victim was
found dead in early October in a burnt-
out van in Tulangbawang district,
Lampung province. Police later arrested
Efendi and his wife. Efendi had ordered
his wife to contact the victim and set up
a meeting, according to police. But
when the victim arrived, he found only
Efendi, who then allegedly stabbed him
to death, cut off his genitals and set the
vehicle on fire.— AFP 

Indonesian newlyweds ate
alleged rapist’s genitals

BANDAR LAMPUNG: Photos shows suspected murderers Rudi Efendi (center)
and his wife Nuriah (center front). A newlywed Indonesian couple stands
accused of dining on the genitals of a man believed to have raped a woman
after her husband allegedly murdered him and cut off his private parts. — AFP 

BEIJING: A worker picks up trash in a shopping complex in Beijing yesterday. —AFP 

GENEVA: UN rights experts pressed senior
Chinese officials yesterday about persistent
allegations that torture is rife in their police sta-
tions and prisons, especially of political prison-
ers, and about deaths in custody. China said it
was working to combat torture but that it had
not been eliminated. The United Nations
Committee against Torture’s regular examina-
tion of Beijing’s record came after what the
group Human Rights in China says has been “a
year of massive crackdowns on rights activists
and lawyers” on the mainland.

Chinese government officials told the 10
independent experts that their country was
working to eliminate torture including through
better training of police and prison guards, and
audio and video recordings of interrogations.
“Our efforts have produced major progress in
our combat against tor ture,” Wu Hailong,
China’s ambassador who heads its delegation
of 39 senior officials, told the UN group, which
is also reviewing the records of Hong Kong and
Macao. “Since 2014, public security authorities

have comprehensively adopted the audio and
video recording system for the entire process of
interrogation of criminal suspects for major
cases, and will gradually apply this system to all
criminal cases,” he said.

Illegally obtained evidence and forced self-
incrimination of detainees are banned, Wu said,
“thus preventing interrogation through tor-
ture”. He conceded that there was “still a long
and arduous path ahead before elimination of
torture”. Committee member George Tugushi
raised various issues, , including the use of
“rigid chairs, electric shocks and weightened
leg cuffs” on detainees. Sleep deprivation
remains lawful and mental torture is not explic-
itly banned. “We have received reports that tor-
ture is particularly pervasive in black jails,”
Tugushi said, referring to facilities outside the
official prison system?”

Deaths in custody
“Please explain the deaths that have

occurred in Chinese detention facilities because

people were unable to obtain (medical) treat-
ment on time, based on a number of reports the
committee has received,” Tugushi said. Other
committee members suggested China establish
an independent monitoring body to investigate
torture and questioned the treatment of les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender people  in
prison clinics, including alleged electric shocks.
Amnesty International said last week that China’s
criminal justice system relies heavily on forced
confessions obtained through torture, including
beatings and the use of iron restraint chairs.
Dissidents and minorities are at highest risk.
Defense lawyers who raise claims of abuse are
often threatened “or even detained and tortured
themselves,” it said, adding that 12 Chinese
lawyers and activists are currently detained on
state security charges. Wu said that China’s
270,000 lawyers played an increasingly vital role
in “law-based governance, protection of human
rights and combating torture”. “Lawyers are an
indispensable part of China’s rule of law,” he
said.— Reuters

UN’s torture watchdog questions 
China over crackdown on activists
Rigid chairs, electric shocks, leg cuffs allegedly used

Myanmar’s fortune teller 
MP predicts bright future

YANGON: For part-time astrologer Aung
Shwe, success in Myanmar’s historic elec-
tions was written in the stars long before the
ballot box made him the only member of his
political party to win at the polls. The
Democratic Party candidate for Mandalay’s
regional parliament said his victory in the
November 8 vote came as no surprise, in a
nation where the occult is believed to be as
common in the highest echelons of power
as it is on streetside stalls.

“I made a calculation using my date of
birth and my astrological thinking and I
found I would win this election,” he said,
adding that the absence of competition
from Aung San Suu Kyi’s wildly popular par-
ty may also have smoothed his way to a
seat. Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy won a resounding landslide that
wiped many smaller parties from parliament
and looks set to redraw the political land-
scape in Myanmar after decades of military
domination.

A new parliament, due to sit in February,
will see a flood of fledgling NLD lawmakers
including poets, hip-hop stars, former politi-
cal prisoners and doctors. The size of the

NLD victory took many political analysts by
surprise. Not so for Aung Shwe. “I also knew
the NLD would celebrate such a landslide,
by astrology,” said the former school teacher,
who gave up his career in education in
favour of politics to pursue a “vision for my
country”. Myanmar’s fortune tellers are
thought to be behind several unexplained
occurrences in the country, including the
abrupt decision by the former junta to relo-
cate the capital in 2005.

Reliance on astrologers dates back hun-
dreds of years-Myanmar’s former kings regu-
larly consulted their fortune tellers and even
now most ordinary people have an astrolog-
ical chart drawn up at birth.  Ne Win, the
strongman who ruled Myanmar for around
three decades, was notorious for his use of
mystics. In the late 1980s, the military leader
caused economic chaos when he intro-
duced notes in the local kyat currency of 45
and 90, because the numbers added up to
his lucky number nine. Aung Shwe plans to
promote business and development during
his time in the parliament in Mandalay.
“Myanmar has a brighter future, according
to my astrology,” he said confidently.—AFP 

KABUL: Afghans fear for their safety more than
at any time in over a decade, according to an
annual survey published yesterday, which also
found confidence in the government at its low-
est since polling began. Some 67.4 percent of
Afghans say they are worried about their well-
being at all times, often, or sometimes, the high-
est figure since the survey began in 2004, and
up two percentage points from a year earlier.

Only around a third of people questioned in
the Asia Foundation’s annual survey believed
the country is “moving in the right direction”,
down from over half in 2014 and 58 percent in
2013 - record breaking years for optimism in a
country ravaged by a war that has pitted for-
eign-backed government forces against
Taleban rebels since 2001. Some 57.5 percent of
Afghans believe their country is not improving.
They cite insecurity, unemployment and cor-
ruption as the main scourges that plague
Afghan society. Optimism for the future was at
its highest in the southern province of
Helmand-a Taleban stronghold-and lowest in
Kabul, according to the survey. Bombings, kid-

nappings, unemployment and an economy that
has failed to take off are the most frequently cit-
ed factors for Afghans wishing to migrate, legal-
ly or illegally, to Europe. Afghans are the second
most numerous nationality after Syrians to be
sweeping into Europe with the aid of human
traffickers. “This year’s survey shows that Afghan
optimism about the overall direction of the
country fell to the lowest point in a decade,
after steadily rising through 2014,” noted the
Asia Foundation, which highlighted the prevail-
ing skepticism towards the government of
President Ashraf Ghani. 

The survey, which took place in June
involved individual interviews with 9,586
Afghans of 14 different ethnicities in the coun-
try’s 34 provinces. The margin of error was 1.6
percent, according to the organization. It came
in the midst of the Taleban’s annual surge in
fighting across the spring and summer months,
which claimed the lives of thousands of security
personnel, but before the insurgents’ brief cap-
ture of northern Kunduz, their biggest military
victory since the insurgency began. —AFP

LONDON: The number of people killed globally
in terrorist attacks jumped 80 percent last year
to the highest level ever recorded, the Institute
for Economics and Peace said yesterday. The
Global Terrorism Index found that 32,658 people
were killed by terrorists in 2014, up from the
18,111 fatalities of the previous year, the largest
increase on record.

The study defines terrorism as “the threat-
ened or actual use of illegal force and violence
by a non-state actor to attain a political, eco-
nomic, religious, or social goal through fear,
coercion, or intimidation”. Nigeria-based Boko
Haram and the Islamic State group were respon-
sible for more than half of the deaths, according
to the study, which measures attacks, deaths
and damage from terror attacks in 162 countries.
“Terrorism is gaining momentum at an unprece-
dented pace,” said Steve Killelea, the executive
chairman of the Institute of Economics and
Peace, which produces the study.

The increase followed a 61 percent rise in
2013. The study found that terrorism was highly
concentrated, with the five countries of
Afghanistan, Iraq, Nigeria, Pakistan and Syria
accounting for 78 percent of deaths last year.
Iraq was the worst affected with 9,929 deaths
from terrorism-suffering both the highest num-
ber of attacks and the most fatalities from terror-
ism ever recorded by a country. The biggest rise
in fatalities from terrorism however was in
Nigeria, which saw an increase of over 300 per-
cent in deaths to 7,512.

Western states were much less at risk from
attacks, which were most likely to be perpetrat-
ed by lone wolves driven by political extremism,
nationalism or racial and religious supremacy
rather than Islamic fundamentalism, according
to the study. Britain suffered greatest number of
terrorist incidents in the West, mostly relating to
Irish republican paramilitaries in Northern
Ireland, it found. Nevertheless, attacks claimed

by Islamic State in Paris that killed at least 129
last week could prove to be a milestone, accord-
ing to Killelea. “The Paris incident in many ways
is a watershed within Europe. It shows that ISII
(IS) has the capabilities to be able to launch
sophisticated and deadly attacks in Europe,”
Killelea said. He warned that foreign fighters
who had travelled to Iraq and Syria, estimated to
number between 25,000 and 30,000 since 2011,

could prove a risk. “The returning fighters from
Syria will have the military training,” Killelea said.
“The tactics of Isis are changing. They are target-
ing more private citizens. It’s difficult - taking the
time frame forward two years - to see the Isis
threat disappearing.” The study estimated that
the economic cost of terrorism amounted to
$52.9 billion, the highest ever level and a tenfold
increase since 2000.— AFP 

‘Unprecedented’ rise in 
deaths from terrorism

32,658 people die in 2014: Global Terrorism Index

ALSDORF: Police lead away a man in handcuffs in Alsdorf near Aachen, western Germany yes-
terday. German police hunting for suspects in the Paris attacks said they had arrested one
man and two women of foreign nationalities near the Belgian borders but couldn’t confirm
their identities yet. —AFP 

Fear among Afghans 
at ‘the highest level’ 

BAGHDAD: The Islamic State jihadist group,
which holds large areas in Iraq and Syria and
has affiliates and operatives in other coun-
tries, claimed attacks in Paris that killed 129
people. But how does IS function, and who
calls the shots?

Who’s in charge?
The group is headed by Abu Bakr Al-

Baghdadi, who rules over a self-declared
Islamic “caliphate”, but military and adminis-
trative responsibilities are diffused to lower-
level officials as well. IS has various depart-
ments responsible for issues such as educa-
tion and services, and there are also security
commanders for specific geographic regions.
“In the grand scheme of things Baghdadi

seems to be an important figure in decision-
making,” said jihadism expert Aymenn Al-
Tamimi. “However, I think as with any govern-
ment there is some autonomy in decision-
making granted to more local manifestations
of IS government departments.”

Who orders attacks?
There is not yet any hard evidence that

top leaders directly ordered the Paris attacks,
and it is likely that Baghdadi dictates strate-
gies while less senior commanders and oper-
atives see to the execution. “We don’t have
any evidence at the present time that the
Paris attack was ordered by the highest eche-
lons of the Islamic State,” Tamimi said.
“Baghdadi likely does not micromanage

every attack that (IS) launches abroad. It is
more likely that (IS) commanders execute
campaigns according to Baghdadi’s intent,”
said Harleen Gambhir, an analyst at the
Institute for the Study of War. IS-linked “oper-
atives have attempted to attack Europe
repeatedly this year.  The Paris attacks simply
represented a success in that effort, rather
than a unique event that would have
required special permission from Baghdadi,”
Gambhir said.

How are fighters recruited?
IS employs a sophisticated propaganda

machine to produce videos, photos and
statements about its activities, including bru-
tal public executions, helping it attract

recruits. A large number of supporters dis-
seminate this material online. But for an oper-
ation like Paris, having operatives with con-
nections in Europe is key. IS “likely chose to
use European foreign fighters to launch the
Paris attacks because those fighters maintain
connections to radical and criminal networks
in their home countries,” said Gambhir. “These
networks aid with the weapons procurement
and other logistics required for an operation
like the Paris attacks,” she said.

How is IS financed?
In territory it controls in Iraq and Syria, IS

finances itself through means including oil
smuggling, extortion, kidnapping for ransom
and selling looted antiquities. But external

operations would largely be financed inde-
pendently, though they may still receive
some funding from the central IS organiza-
tion. IS “is a different can of worms than Al-
Qaeda traditionally has been,” said Matthew
Levitt, a former deputy assistant secretary for
intelligence and analysis at the US Treasury
Department who is now at the Washington
Institute. This is because it “controls a large
swathe of territory, and is therefore able to do
everything from tax people, both literal taxes
and other taxes that we might think of more
properly as forms of extortion, and all kinds of
criminal activity,” Levitt said. But “the type of
operations we just saw in Paris are mostly
going to be independently financed, largely
through criminal activity,” he said.—AFP 

How Islamic State jihadists operate
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Jeddah’s King Abdulaziz International Airport said eight
domestic flights were delayed “due to the rainy weather condi-
tions in Jeddah”. One international flight was diverted to
Madinah, it added in a statement, without giving more details.
“Air traffic is now back to normal,” the airport said.

Saudis took to social media to share videos and pictures of
flooded streets and high winds. Flooding is politically sensitive in

Jeddah, where previous incidents have prompted widespread
anger over the perceived failure of local and national govern-
ment to build suitable defences and to prevent illegal housing
developments in risky areas. Footage and photographs shown
on Saudi-owned Al-Arabiya television pictured cars being swept
along Jeddah streets and people using boats to navigate districts
of the city. The National Center for Meteorology and Seismology
in the neighboring United Arab Emirates says rain is expected
there Friday. — Agencies 

5 killed as rains, flash floods hit Saudi...
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This resulted in the almost complete absence of corporate
sukuk issuance in 2014 and 3Q15. The recent decline in oil prices
has pushed a few of the Gulf Cooperation Council member
states to issue or consider domestic issuance of sovereign debt
in 2015. 

Much of this debt is likely to be long term and would be
bought by the country’s banks. This could consume some of the
liquidity that has helped to make bank lending the primary
source of funding for Kuwaiti corporates. Sovereign debt
issuance could also help potential corporate issuers by creating
a pricing benchmark. We believe Kuwaiti corporates are more
likely to issue sukuk than bonds because there is a wider local
and regional investor base for sukuk and because some corpo-

rates are restricted to sharia-compliant borrowing by their own
rules. Regional and international investors are increasingly hap-
py to invest in sukuk. 

Corporate sukuk would add a much-needed sharia-compli-
ant investment instrument for the Islamic banking sector, which
is not allowed to invest in traditional bonds. A recent memoran-
dum of understanding between the CMA and the Dubai
Financial Services Authority (DFSA) is a step towards allowing
Kuwaiti financial institutions into the Dubai International
Financial Centre, which is emerging as an international hub for
sukuk listing. This could eventually broaden the potential
investor base for Kuwaiti sukuk by enabling them to be listed in
Dubai. Islamic finance and banking have been present in Kuwait
since the 1970s with the first fully-fledged Islamic bank, Kuwait
Finance House (KFH), established in 1977. — Reuters 

Kuwait rules pave way for more sukuk 

Continued from Page 1

Syria as part of a United States-led coalition,
although their participation in that campaign dimin-
ished after a Saudi-led alliance in March began bomb-
ing Iran-backed rebels in Yemen. 

Meanwhile, France and Russia agreed to coordinate
their military and security services in an unusual
alliance against IS jihadists in Syria yesterday after the
devastating attack on Paris and the bombing of a
Russian plane. 

Warplanes from both countries unleashed bombs on
the IS stronghold of Raqqa as Paris and Moscow vowed
merciless retaliation for attacks that have galvanized
international resolve to destroy the jihadists and end
the nearly five-year Syrian war.

“It’s necessary to establish direct contact with the
French and work with them as allies,” Russian President
Vladimir Putin told his military top brass as France pre-
pared to send its flagship aircraft carrier to the eastern
Mediterranean, where the Russian navy is deployed.
Hollande will hold talks on strengthening cooperation
against IS with Putin in Moscow on Nov 26, two days
after seeing US President Barack Obama in Washington.

In grieving France, police racked up arrests and
seized weapons as they scoured the country for clues
after a wave of coordinated attacks by gunmen and sui-
cide bombers on Friday night that left 129 dead and
shook the country to its core. Only 117 of the victims
have been identified and 221 people are still in hospital.
Stunned residents continued to flock to shrines of can-
dles and flowers, while photographs of smiling young
victims have been pasted at attack sites or outside their
places of work.

French investigators have identified five of seven
attackers who were killed or blew themselves up in the
attack, and have launched a manhunt for an eighth
man, 26-year-old Salah Abdeslam, whose brother was
one of the suicide bombers. A bus driver and a bar own-
er were among the jihadists, most of whom were French
and Belgian nationals, while one of them had a passport
apparently issued in Syria. Investigators believe Belgian
jihadist Abdelhamid Abaaoud, who is based in Syria and
knew Salah Abdeslam, may be the mastermind of the
attacks. Police yesterday found a second car rented in
Belgium by Salah, while his brother was found to have
rented an apartment in the Parisian suburb of Bobigny a
few days before the attack.

Yesterday, Paris invoked a never-before used
European Union article to ask member nations for help
in its military missions that received unanimous backing
in Brussels. Defence Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said the
EU support would allow France to have “bilateral talks
where necessary” with other EU states to establish what
assistance France needed. In the Syrian city of Raqqa,
the stronghold of IS, French warplanes destroyed a
command centre and training centre in its second series
of air strikes in 24 hours, according to Prime Minister
Manuel Valls. Russia also staged a “significant number”
of air strikes on Raqqa. The two countries which have
been at loggerheads over Russia’s role in the Ukraine

conflict, as well as the role of Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad in finding peace in Syria, have become strange
bedfellows as both nations have been struck by IS
attacks.

On a visit to Paris to show his solidarity after the
attacks, US Secretary of State John Kerry said a “big tran-
sition” in Syria was probably only weeks away after an
agreement between deeply divided countries such as
Iran, Russia and Saudi Arabia on a path to elections in
Syria at weekend talks. “We are weeks away conceivably
from the possibility of a big transition for Syria,” Kerry
said, hailing the advances in the political process as a
“gigantic step”. However regime and opposition repre-
sentatives have yet to sit down together, and the
nations involved cannot agree on the role of Assad in
any transition. 

Also, Putin vowed vengeance as Moscow yesterday
confirmed that a bomb attack brought down the
Russian passenger jet over Egypt last month, killing all
224 people on board. Putin pledged to ramp up
Moscow’s bombing campaign in Syria in response to
the attack but stopped short of blaming any one group
as the country’s security agency announced a $50 mil-
lion reward for information leading to capture of those
responsible. 

“It is not the first time that Russia confronts bar-
barous terrorist crimes”, Putin said in a meeting with his
security chiefs. “The murder of our people in Sinai is
among the bloodiest crimes in terms of victims, he said
in comments released yesterday, vowing to hunt down
those responsible. “We will search for them anywhere
they might hide. We will find them in any part of the
world and punish them,” he said.

Russia’s security chief Alexander Bortnikov told Putin
that the passenger jet carrying tourists back from
Egyptian resort Sharm el-Sheikh on Oct 31 was brought
down shortly after take-off over the Sinai peninsula by a
home-made bomb containing explosives of “foreign pro-
duction” with a force equivalent to one kilo of TNT. “We
can say unequivocally that this was a terrorist attack,”
Federal Security Service (FSB) head Bortnikov said. The
FSB later said it would pay “$50 million for information
helping to arrest the criminals.”

A group linked to IS had earlier claimed responsibility
for downing the plane, and Russia had halted all flights to
Egypt despite refusing to endorse growing suspicions in
Britain and the United States that the plane was blown up
by a bomb. Putin did not expressly blame IS for the attack
on the passenger jet but pledged to step up air strikes in
Syria where Moscow is conducting a bombing campaign
it says is targeting the IS and other “terrorist” groups. “The
combat work of our aviation in Syria must not only be
continued.  It must be intensified so that the criminals
understand that vengeance is inevitable,” Putin said.

A US defence official said that Russia yesterday staged
a “significant number” of air strikes on the Islamic State
group stronghold of Raqqa in Syria that may have
involved cruise missiles fired from sea and long range
bombers. Moscow did not confirm the strikes but the US
official said it had given Washington advanced warning
of the attacks. — Agencies 

GCC expresses solidarity with France
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A number of MPs also called for raising assistance to
disabled people and to their relatives, especially their
mothers, to account for the high cost of living.

In other business, MPs agreed to debate today a
report on the investigation into the $2.2 billion penalty
paid to petrochemicals giant Dow Chemical after
Kuwait unilaterally scrapped a multibillion-dollar joint
venture with the US firm. MPs had repeatedly claimed
that Kuwait rushed the payment of the fine ordered by
the International Chamber of Commerce, which acted
as an arbitrator. The Assembly panel probed all aspects
related to the issue which began in 2008, and submit-
ted its conclusions to the Assembly.

During the debate yesterday, Minister of Social
Affairs and Labour Hind Al-Subaih said that the ministry
has applied the law against those who raise funds ille-
gally. She said that Kuwaitis involved in such activities
are asked to pay a penalty, while expatriates are handed
to the interior ministry to be deported immediately. She
said this year, Kuwait was praised by the US Congress

and Department of Treasury, and the country did not
receive any criticism for illegal charity work.

The minister was responding to remarks made by MP
Saleh Ashour, who said he did not get a clear answer
about a question on advertisements for unlicensed
fundraising campaigns. He said that the interior minis-
ter referred him to the social affairs minister, who said
that she has notified the interior ministry. Ashour said
that Kuwait is a member of the international treaty to
combat terrorism and should drain its sources of fund-
ing, and accordingly authorities should apply the law
correctly.

The Assembly also decided to assign its bureau to
discuss the status of 16 laws that have been passed by
MPs but were not implemented by the government.
MPs demanded that the issue should be debated in a
special session. MPs also agreed to delay debating rec-
ommendations by the public funds protection commit-
tee that the government should stop selling its stakes in
profitable local companies. The delay was requested by
the government because of the absence of Finance
Minister Anas Al-Saleh for personal reasons. 

Nod to more incentives for special needs...

Continued from Page 1

Claudia Bokel, chair of the IOC athletes’ commission,
said the panel learned “with dismay about attempts by
the Kuwaiti authorities to prevent athletes from taking
part in national and international sporting events,

including qualifiers for the Olympic Games” in Rio de
Janeiro. She says it was “never the IOC’s intention to
penalize the athletes in Kuwait” when it suspended the
national committee on Oct 27. Bokel said “we condemn
in the strongest terms” any attempt to block athletes
from competing. — Agencies 

Sports tribunal rejects Kuwait shooting...

Silhouettes of trees and a woman contrast on a fire-red sunset, as the autumn darkness falls outside Pamplona in northern Spain yesterday. — AP 
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Contradictory advice from two European-based agencies
about the cancer risk posed by the weed-killer glyphosate
offers clarity on only one message - that uncertainty is

inherent in the scientific process. Glyphosate - brought into use
by Monsanto in the 1970s and used in its top-selling product
Roundup - is “unlikely” to cause cancer according to the European
Food Safety Authority (EFSA), yet “probably” does, according to
the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC).

Both are likely to be right, specialists say, but only in their own
contexts. And for consumers, the key distinction to understand is
the difference between hazard and risk. “At face value the opin-
ions of IARC and EFSA appear to be contrary, but the reality is
they are not directly comparable,” said Peter Jenkinson, a geno-
toxicologist and managing director France & UK of the chemicals
consultancy CEHTRA Ltd.

That’s partly because the evidence the two agencies consid-
ered was not the same - EFSA only assessed glyphosate, while
IARC looked at glyphosate alone and at products it’s used in - and
partly because they used different methods to draw conclusions.
Just as importantly, however, it is because they approach their task
from different stances - one being hazard identification, the other
being risk assessment. Jenkinson noted that while EFSA used a
“weight of evidence” approach in its review, published last week,
IARC, which issued its glyphosate classification in March, takes the
view that if one study has a positive result it can outweigh nega-
tive studies, even if there are more negative than positive ones.
EFSA also analysed some studies conducted by industry groups
that were not part of IARC’s review. IARC says it looks solely at evi-
dence that has already been published and can be reviewed by
independent scientists. Monsanto welcomed the EFSA review,
saying in a statement that its findings that glyphosate is unlikely to
pose a carcinogenic hazard to humans “align with conclusions
from regulatory agencies around the world”. In contrast, it said,
IARC’s review “selectively included and interpreted data, followed
non-standard toxicological procedures, and only reflects the opin-
ions of a select group of scientists”.

Different Frameworks
David Coggon, a professor of occupational and environmen-

tal medicine at Britain’s University of Southampton, says “it’s
important to bear in mind that EFSA and IARC operate within dif-
ferent frameworks”. “The level of precaution that is applied in the
face of scientific uncertainty depends on value judgments, and is
not a scientific question.” Both agencies note that there is some
so-called “genotoxic” evidence that exposure to glyphosate can
alter or damage DNA in animal or human cells, but this evidence
is then viewed in different contexts.

For IARC, a World Health Organization (WHO) agency whose
lists of probable and possible cancer risks include high-tempera-
ture frying, shift working and mobile phone use, the glyphosate
review was about the assessment of a potential hazard. In other
words, IARC is tasked with highlighting anything that might in cer-
tain conditions, however rare, be able to cause cancer in people.

EFSA, on the other hand, is concerned with real life risks and
whether, in the case of glyphosate, there is evidence to show that
when used in normal conditions, the pesticide poses an unac-
ceptable risk to human health or the environment. EFSA’s role is
to guide policymaking in the European Union, and it describes
itself as an independent agency funded by the EU budget that
operates separately from the European Commission, European
Parliament and EU member states. IARC’s activities are mainly
funded by the regular budget contributions paid by its 25 mem-
ber states, which include the United States, Australia and many
European countries. “Which conclusion or opinion is ‘correct’
depends on your point of view on the methods used by the two
agencies,” said Jenkinson. “For me, the EFSA methodology is the
one that is more scientific, pragmatic and balanced.”

Battle Continues
The campaign group Greenpeace described the EFSA’s

review on Friday as a “whitewash”, and the environmental action
group the Natural Resources Defence Council (NRDC) accused
EFSA of conducting a process “that relies on an industry-supplied
scientific review”. “The WHO IARC’s review is a much more robust,
scientifically-defensible and public process involving an interna-
tional committee of non-industry experts,” said NRDC spokes-
woman Jennifer Saas.

Yet critics of IARC, which last month classified the consump-
tion of red meat as probably carcinogenic to humans, say its haz-
ard identification approach is becoming meaningless for con-
sumers, who struggle to apply its advice to real life. “The big prob-
lem with IARC ... is that what they’re doing is looking around for
any evidence that might enable them to say that under particular
circumstances this thing could be a carcinogen,” said Colin Berry,
emeritus professor of pathology at Queen Mary University of
London. —Reuters

Focus

Mixed message 
reflects reality 
of uncertainty

By Angus McDowall

Saudi Arabia’s harsh religious tradition is seen by many out-
siders - and some Saudi liberals - as a root cause of the interna-
tional jihadist threat that has inflamed the Middle East for

years and struck in Paris last week. However, while Riyadh has
cracked down hard on jihadists at home, jailing thousands, stopping
hundreds from travelling to fight abroad and cutting militant
finance streams, its approach to religion has raised a dilemma.

It assails the ideology of militants who proclaim jihad against
those they regard as heretics or infidels, while allying with a clerical
establishment that preaches intolerance, although not violence,
against exactly those same groups. Wahhabism, the kingdom’s offi-
cial ultra-conservative Sunni Muslim school, regards Shiism as
heretical, lauds the concept of jihad and urges hatred of infidels. Its
clerics run the Saudi justice system and have funds to spread their
influence abroad. “Muslims should be fair to non-Muslims. They can
do business with them and should not attack them. But that does
not mean they should not hate them and avoid them,” a senior
Saudi cleric said in a background discussion with Reuters last year.
For the government, focusing on that distinction, between accept-
ing hatred and inciting violence, has let it retain the support of
Wahhabi clergy and ultra-conservative Saudis while also carrying
out a massive security operation against militants.

Modern jihadist organisations, including Islamic State and Al-
Qaeda, follow an extreme interpretation of the Salafi branch of
Islam, of which Wahhabism was the original strain, and whose cler-
gy still enjoy great influence in wider Salafist circles. Friday’s carnage
in Paris at the hands of an Islamic State cell follows a series of bomb-
ings and shootings by the same group’s followers in Saudi Arabia
over the past year that have killed dozens, mostly from the king-
dom’s Shi’ite minority.

The government defends its record on combating Islamist radi-
calism, pointing to its detention of thousands of suspected mili-
tants, its intelligence sharing with allies and its barring of clergy who
praised militant attacks. Saudi Interior Ministry spokesman Major
General Mansour Turki in an interview this summer rejected the
idea that Wahhabism itself was a problem, comparing the 2,144
Saudis who had gone to Syria with the estimated 5,000 European
Muslims who had done so. He said the clerics and firebrands now
exhorting Muslims - including Saudis - to go and fight in Syria or
Iraq, or to launch attacks elsewhere, were themselves living in terri-

tory controlled by Islamic State rather than in the kingdom itself.

Militant Backlash
The Grand Mufti and the council of senior scholars, the top

Wahhabi cleric and institution, denounced the Paris attacks and
have for years decried militants as deviants and heretics. But Saudi
clerics openly defame Shiites as “rejectionists”, a term in common
currency among Sunni militants in the sectarian bloodbath afflict-
ing many Middle East nations, and often refuse to accept that
Shiites are Muslim.

Their teaching on jihad - that it is a blessed activity in defence of
Islam against infidels and heretics, and will win rewards in heaven -
differs from that of militant groups only in requiring the approval of
the king and Saudi official clergy. To outsiders and to liberal Saudi
critics of the ruling Al Saud, such intellectual gymnastics, reinforced
in frequent clerical messages and a centrepiece of the kingdom’s
militant rehabilitation program, sometimes look like hairsplitting.

However, they fall squarely in the context of Saudi Arabia’s idio-
syncratic internal politics, in which the unelected dynasty depends
on the Wahhabi clergy to support its legitimacy and often voices
fears of a militant uprising against its rule. Certainly, the biggest his-
torical threats to stability in the world’s top oil exporter and the
birthplace of Islam have come from conservatives reacting against
liberalization. The Ikhwan tribal army of the kingdom’s founder Ibn
Saud rebelled against him over his treaties with non-Muslims. King
Faisal was assassinated in 1975 in revenge for the 1966 shooting of a
prince during riots against the introduction of television. In 1979 a
group of militant Islamists inspired by anger at Westernisation over-
ran Makkah’s Grand Mosque in a bloody siege. Widespread Islamist
protests seethed in the 1990s and last decade Al-Qaeda staged
deadly attacks.

Those shootings and bombings, which killed hundreds,
helped prompt the Al Saud to address open militancy among
the clergy and to introduce liberalizing reforms aimed at
encouraging tolerance and getting more young Saudis into
jobs. They included a scholarship program that sent hundreds of
thousands of Saudis of both sexes abroad to study, a big drive
to get more women into jobs, glacial reforms to the justice and
education sectors and the banning of hundreds of preachers.
These reforms led to a crescendo of Wahhabi outrage against
their progenitor - the late King Abdullah. While the new King
Salman gets on better with the clergy, nine months after he

took power he has made no big moves to roll back social
change.

Global Influence
The dynasty’s critics counter that the state-financed clergy are

more pliant to the ruling family’s wishes than they appear and that
the Al Saud holds up the threat of militancy to avoid making
reforms that could ultimately endanger its own power. They add
that previous concessions made against fears of a conservative
backlash gave Wahhabi clerics influence that simply reinforced their
intolerant message.

One problem the Al Saud have in attempts to soften Wahhabism
is that the school was founded expressly to end what it saw as hereti-
cal and wrong beliefs. Another is the terms of an 18th century pact
between princes and clerics dividing authority between the political
and religious spheres. To challenge either of those two principles
would be to strike at fundamental beliefs and a social contract that lie
at the heart of Saudi society.

Yet some changes have been made. After Ibn Saud defeated the
Ikhwan, he promoted clerics who endorsed a more inclusive version of
Wahhabism that recognized more liberal Sunnis as being Muslim and
accepted the idea of relations with infidels. Over the decades, the posi-
tions of official clergy have grudgingly softened further still, and the
Wahhabi tent is now broad enough to include firebrands as well as cler-
ics who are comfortable engaging with the West and modern ideas.

Meanwhile, although Saudi Arabia finances preachers, mosques
and madrassas around the world, and although Salafism has
become common among Muslims globally, Saudi Arabia’s own
influence in the movement has become diluted. Its Umm al-Qura
seminary in Madinah remains one of the principle centres of Salafist
learning for international students, but its graduates have no
greater clout than those of institutions in other countries.

“The Salafi scene has become so fragmented and diverse across
the world that the Saudis don’t control it any more. When people go
to study Salafism, they don’t go there, and what they study is a
Salafism over which the Saudis have no control,” said Stephane
Lacroix, author of books on Salafism and Saudi Islam. Among mili-
tants, Saudi religious influence is even less pronounced. Jihadists
often turn to texts written by long-dead Wahhabi scholars and they
often adopt a Saudi style of oratory in their religious speeches, but
they mock the kingdom’s modern clergy as puppets of a corrupt,
pro-Western regime. —Reuters

Wahhabi dilemma in spotlight after Paris

By Sergei Volskiy

“Abomb can be planted inside”, a
Ukrainian soldier warned stu-
dents as he pointed to a stuffed

animal at a high school in Mariupol, a
strategic port city in Ukraine’s war-scarred
east. School No. 5 is located in the city’s
eastern district, some 10 km west of the
front line in a 19-month conflict between
Ukrainian troops and pro-Russian insur-
gents. The neighbourhood is still full of
unexploded landmines and booby traps,
which have been the cause of most casual-
ties since a tenuous ceasefire was adopted
in September. It is the first lasting truce in a
conflict that has killed more than 8,000
people and injured nearly 18,000.

Pro-Russian rebel leaders have repeat-
edly threatened to seize the southeastern
city of 500,000, the only major metropolis
in the region still under Kiev’s control. In
January, the area was the stage of heavy
shelling, killing more than 30 civilians and
wounding more than 100 others. One of
the shells landed near School No. 5 and
injured a child. But deadly threats in
Mariupol are often more covert, concealed
in the ground or in unexpected objects
such as stuffed animals. 

“Almost every day, civilians step on the
landmines that can be really hard to identify,”
said the soldier who only gave his first name,
Dmytro. “Even soldiers have trouble spotting
them. Our goal is to teach children how to
react”, he said, adding that this included
warning students against taking walks in the
forest and touching objects that would have
seemed harmless before the war.

The UN children’s agency UNICEF said in
March that at least 42 children had been
killed and 109 injured by landmines and
unexploded ordnance in eastern Ukrainian
since the war began. Once opposed to mili-
tary presence on its grounds, the adminis-

tration of School No. 5, which has 1,200
pupils, now regularly hosts Ukrainian sol-
diers to raise students’ awareness about the
dangers in their environment. “This school
is on the outskirts of the city, in the danger-
ous area,” said teacher Anna Yermoshkina.

“We are too close to the front line, that’s
why these lessons are very important.”

Sixteen-year-old student Mykhailo, one
of the school’s 1,200 students, worried
about the frequency of landmine explo-
sions in the area. “Tractor drivers hit mines

here and there, this happens quite often,”
he said. Indeed farmers, along with fighters
and mine-clearers, are the main victims of
the scattered landmines and booby traps,
according to both Ukrainian authorities
and the Moscow-backed rebels. —AFP

Ukraine kids taught to avoid explosives

Students attend a class on safety with Ukrainian servicemen in a school of the southern industrial city of Mariupol, Donetsk
region on Nov 12, 2015.  —AFP

By Kate Kelland
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METAIRIE: Saints coach Sean Payton says Rob Ryan has been fired as defensive
coordinator and senior defensive assistant Dennis Allen will assume Ryan’s
duties. The move, announced Monday night on Payton’s
weekly radio show on WWL-AM, comes a day after the
Saints allowed 526 yards in a 47-14 loss to the
Washington Redskins. The Saints rank last in the
NFL in yards allowed per game with 424.7, yards
allowed per play with 6.7 and points allowed per
game with 31.5. Injuries have hampered the unit
lately, but New Orleans has ranked consistently
low defensively for a season and a half, having
finished last year ranked 31st. Ryan was hired in
2013 and his unit ranked fourth that season,
but has struggled since. Allen, a former
NFL defensive coordinator and head
coach, was hired by this past off-
season by New Orleans, where
he’d previously been a Payton
assistant. — AP
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LOS ANGELES: A California court on Monday ruled that the sale of the Los
Angeles Clippers last year was legal, quashing former owner Donald Sterling’s
attempt to reverse the deal triggered by controversy over his racist remarks. A
three-justice panel of California’s Court of Appeal ruled that Los Angeles Superior
Court Judge Michael Levanas had not erred in approving the $2 billion sale of
the team to former Microsoft chief executive Steve Ballmer.  The sale came fol-
lowing a threat by the NBA to take control of the franchise after Sterling was
banned for life for making racist comments which were secretly recorded by a
former girlfriend. Shelly Sterling, the 81-year-old tycoon’s estranged wife, took
control of the family trust and oversaw the sale following the controversy.
Donald Sterling had attempted to argue the deal was invalid as he had already
revoked the trust before the sale in July 2014. But in an 18-page ruling, Justice
Madeleine Flier said Sterling’s claim was of no importance. “Assuming Donald
effectively revoked the trust on June 9, 2014, Donald fails to demonstrate such
revocation precluded the probate court from authorizing the trustee to sell the
Clippers in accordance with the terms of an agreement established prior to
Donald’s revocation,” Flier wrote.  Flier said Sterling’s wife, Shelly Sterling, had act-
ed in the best interests of the trust’s beneficiaries when she sold the team for an
amount higher than she and her advisers thought possible. “The amount caused
Donald to congratulate (Shelly,)” Flier noted. The $2 billion price tag was around
$400 million more than the sale had been expected to raise. — AFP

California court 
tosses Sterling case

Saints fire defensive 
coordinator Ryan

LONDON: Former Manchester United manager David Moyes revealed
yesterday that he had rejected job offers from other clubs prior to his dis-
missal by Spanish side Real Sociedad last week. In his first job since being
sacked by United in April 2014, Moyes led La Real to a 12th-place finish in
La Liga last season, but was dismissed after a run of six defeats in nine
games and replaced by Eusebio Sacristan. “I am disappointed to have left

Real Sociedad,” Moyes said in a statement released by the
League Managers’ Association (LMA), which represents
football managers in England. “I made a firm promise to
Real Sociedad to honour my contract and it is disappoint-
ing not to be able to fulfil this commitment, especially
when I have turned down a number of job opportunities

in recent months. “I would like to thank the club and
the president for giving me the opportunity to man-

age in Spain, at a club with such a rich history
of employing British managers. “I would

also like to thank the players, staff and
my assistant, Billy McKinlay, for their
support and the wonderful people of

San Sebastian.” — AFP

My loyalty wasn’t 
Rewarded: Moyes

Bae Sang-Moon
starts 2 years

military service
SEOUL: South Korean two-time PGA Tour
winner Bae Sang-Moon swapped his driv-
er for a rifle yesterday, beginning two
years of military service after a failed legal
bid for a temporary deferment.  Earlier in
the year, the 29-year-old had gone to
court to seek an extension of his overseas
travel permit to continue playing in the
United States, but the application was
denied.

“I’ll be back on tour in 2017,” Bae told
journalists before entering an army train-
ing camp in the eastern city of
Chuncheon.  All able-bodied South Korean
men aged 18-35 are required to serve in
the military for about two years.

Those between 25 and 35 who have
not yet completed their mandatory serv-
ice require a special permit to stay over-
seas and Bae’s permit expired at the end of
last year. The district court judging his case
ruled that a conscript was not allowed to
arbitrarily schedule his entry into the mili-
tary-even if his professional career faces
the risk of being disrupted.

He was, however, allowed to take part
in the Presidents Cup last month in the
western port city of Incheon on condition
that he start his military service when the
event was over. South Korea’s armed
forces rely heavily on a compulsory mili-
tary service system, with conscripts-most
in their early 20s-accounting for the lion’s
share of its 690,000 active personnel.

The country remains technically at war
with North Korea as the 1950-53 Korean
War ended in an armistice instead of a
peace treaty, and dodging military service
is a serious crime punishable by imprison-
ment. Exemptions are very rare, although
sports can offer a way out. Athletes win-
ning an Olympic gold medal, for example,
are not required to serve. — AFP

HONG KONG: Former world number one
Lee Chong Wei looks set to cement his
return to the top of world badminton if he
can manage a second win in as many
weeks over top seed Chen Long at the
Hong Kong Open.  Lee appears to be back
on form after a shock victory over Chen to
take the title at the China Open last week.

The Malaysian has made a number of
early tournament exits as he struggled with
his fitness after he returned to court follow-
ing an eight month doping ban earlier this
year, which saw him drop out of the world
rankings.  “I had a great run in the China
Open, but I cannot be expected to win all
the time,” Lee told local media in Malaysia.
“The same players will be in Hong Kong
and those who lost will be out to make
amends. I’d rather focus on my recovery
than worry about others.” Lee could meet

Chen in the quarter-finals of the Hong
Kong Open, which begins Wednesday. A
win over Chen would then see him meet
arch rival Lin Dan in the semi-finals, if the
Chinese badminton legend manages to
bowl through the first rounds. Lee also dis-
missed the five-time world champion in a
tight three-set semi-final in Fuzhou last
week, slightly righting a match record that
has up until now favoured Lin.

Lin has twice denied the Malaysian an
Olympic gold, and with the next summer
games just over eight months away 33-
year-old Lee already has his sights on that
so far elusive top podium position.

“Chong Wei is certainly back to his best
after going through uncertain times over
the last few months. This will put him in the
right frame of mind ahead of the Olympic
Games in Rio next year,” said Malaysian

team coach Tey Seu Bock.
Women’s world number one Carolina

Marin will be looking to scoop up her fifth
Super Series title of the year in Hong Kong.
The 22-year-old Spaniard also won the
World Championship in August for the sec-
ond year in a row, but she was knocked out
in the quarter finals of the last week’s China
Open by former world number one Wang
Shixian of China.  India’s Saina Newhal will
be be hoping to clinch her second Super
Series title of the year in Hong Kong after
loosing out to Olympic champion Li Xuerui
in the final at Fuzhou. 

The Indian world number two has
been plagued by injury and illness in
recent months and made early exits in
Japan, Denmark and France, but could
settle the score with Li in a semi-finals
rematch. — AFP

DUBAI: Rory McIlroy wasn’t expecting to be
leading the Race to Dubai after his injury-
interrupted season, but now that he has the
chance to win his third European Tour Order of
Merit crown, the world number three is intent
on not letting the opportunity slip from his
grasp.  McIlroy, who leads the Race to Dubai
with 3,393,923 points, did not play last week’s
BMW Masters in Shanghai, thus allowing the
chasing pack to close on him.

His closest rival, England’s Danny Willett
needed to finish sole 28th at Lake Malaren to
overtake him, but a tied 28th place finish gave
McIlroy a slim advantage of 1,613 points going
into the DP World Tour Championship, the sea-
son-ending event on the European Tour.

The 26-year-old from Holywood, near

Belfast, won both the tournament and the
Race to Dubai in 2012, when he closed with
five birdies in a row to beat Justin Rose, and
was the European number one last year when
Henrik Stenson won the DP World Tour
Championship for a second straight year. 

“I didn’t quite think I’d be in this position,
and coming into this event, especially after
taking the week off last week, but a few of the
guys didn’t capitalise on that in China thank-
fully and I find myself in a position where it’s
totally in my hands,” said McIlroy whose worst
finish in six previous starts at the Earth course
of Jumeirah Golf Estates is a tied 11th place
finish in 2011.

“If I go out and win the tournament, I win
the overall thing no matter what anybody else

does, and that’s a nice position to be in.  “I just
want to win the tournament. I don’t care who
finishes second, who finishes third. If I am the
champion at the end of the week, it means
that I win the Race to Dubai and that’s all I’m
really thinking about.” McIlroy, who finished
tied 11th in the WGC-HSBC Champions in
Shanghai despite a severe bout of food poi-
soning the week before last, said he felt his
health, and his game, were both in great
shape to close the season with a victory.

“Just been trying to put a bit of weight on
to be honest,” said McIlroy, who said he lost
nearly 10 pounds in three days in Shanghai.  “I
didn’t really hit a ball until reaching Dubai late
Friday night. But my game feels in good shape,
it really does. “I was excited, it’s got better each

and every week. I felt like it was good in Turkey
and I felt like going into China, I could see
improvements each and every day.

“I feel like I still finished well in China. It was
a good week. It could have been better. I hit
the ball great from tee-to-green. On the
greens was a different story, and energy levels
weren’t quite there.  “But I felt like it was still a
positive week in some ways. And now getting
to Dubai and feeling at full strength and feel-
ing 100 per cent healthy, I feel like I’ve got a
great chance on a golf course that I’ve played
very well at before.”

Willett, who took the lead in the Race to
Dubai early when he won the NedBank
Challenge towards the end of 2014, has not
been out of the top-two throughout the sea-

son. “It’s a new experience, a new challenge.
It’s been a long, busy year. But one that’s been
very rewarding in many ways, and yeah, in a
fantastic position to go out and do something
pretty amazing,” said the 28-year-old who
needs to finish ahead of McIlroy to win his first
Race to Dubai title.  “I think everybody would
always like to see a little bit of an underdog try
and come through. We’re pretty closely
matched. This week there’s one job to do
which is win, and if you fail at winning, just try
and beat Rory.  “We know kind of what we’ve
got to do, and so it’s about trying not to let
anything get in your way. The $8 million DP
World Tour Championship, featuring the top-
60 players on the Race to Dubai, begins
tomorrow. — AFP

McIlroy targets
Dubai win to
clinch Tour title

SHANGHAI: Rory
McIlroy of Northern

Ireland celebrates
after a shot on the

18th hole during the
final round of the

HSBC Champions golf
tournament at the

Sheshan International
Golf Club in Shanghai,

China. — AP

FUZHOU: Lee Chong Wei of Malaysia hits a return against Chen Long of China during their men’s singles final
match at the China Open badminton tournament in Fuzhou. — AFP

On form Lee could face Long rematch in HK

AUGUSTA: A file photo taken in April 11, 2015 shows Bae Sang-Moon of
South Korea during Round 3 of the 79th Masters Golf Tournament at
Augusta National Golf Club.  South Korean PGA golfer Bae Sang-Moon
yesterday enlisted in the army, ending controversy over his dodging
the draft and vowing to return to the sport in 2017.   — AFP 
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BOSTON: In this Monday, April 21, 2014 file photo, Rita
Jeptoo of Kenya breaks the tape to win the women’s
division of the 118th Boston Marathon in Boston. As
the world focuses on Russia and its doping scandal,
running great and head of the Kenyan Olympic com-
mittee Kip Keino is preparing for the spotlight to turn
to Kenya, and he is worried that his country could be
facing a blanket ban from competition if it doesn’t
clean up its act. — AP

IAAF investigating
allegations of Kenya

doping cover-up
COLORADO SPRINGS: The IAAF has been investigating
alleged doping cover-ups in Kenya since last March,
track and field’s world governing body said yesterday.

Confirmation of the investigation into Kenya by the
IAAF’s ethics commission came four days after Russia
was suspended from international track competition for
a state-sponsored doping program outlined in a report
by a World Anti-Doping Agency commission.

“An IAAF staff member referred allegations of the
covering up of doping in Kenya to the IAAF Ethics
Commission in March of 2015,” the federation said in an
email to The Associated Press. Allegations have been
made by German broadcaster ARD that Kenyan track
officials were extorting money from athletes and coach-
es to cover up failed drug tests, or in return for lenient
doping bans.

A Kenyan athletics coach recently told the AP he
knew of three marathon runners who bribed officials to
get more lenient punishments after failing doping tests.
The coach, Paul Simbolei, made the larger accusations
to ARD of officials demanding money or a share of an
athlete’s winnings in exchange for concealing doping.

Simbolei declined to name runners or officials
involved, but said he expected to be formally inter-
viewed by Kenyan police, with whom he had already
spoken. “The IAAF encourages all persons with informa-
tion, especially anyone with direct evidence of these
matters, to provide that information and evidence to
the IAAF Ethics Commission through its website,” the
IAAF said in yesterday’s statement to AP.

Threats 
Simbolei told the AP that he had received threats

after speaking out, and suspected those threats were
made by Kenyan track officials. The IAAF investigation
into alleged cover-ups increases the possibility that
Kenya, the distance running powerhouse that tied with
Jamaica for the most gold medals with seven at the
world championships in August, could follow Russia
and be suspended. That could rule a string of Kenyan
stars out of the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, which are
just nine months away.

Also yesterday, the IAAF acknowledged it had previ-
ously known about a separate Kenyan corruption inves-
tigation involving a senior track official who is a mem-
ber of the world body’s governing council.

David Okeyo, a vice president of the Kenyan athlet-
ics federation, is being investigated by Kenyan police
along with two other top track officials for alleged
embezzlement of around $700,000 of sponsorship
money meant for the national federation. The other
two are current Athletics Kenya President Isaiah
Kiplagat and Joseph Kinyua, a former federation treas-
urer and the manager of the Kenyan team at the world
championships in Beijing.

The IAAF previously said it been alerted this week-
end to the corruption allegations against Okeyo, a
member of the council which voted last week to sus-
pend Russia. Yesterday, the IAAF told the AP that it had
learned of the allegations against Okeyo earlier this
year, also in March, and had informed its ethics com-
mittee then.

“We have now checked internally in the IAAF and can
confirm that an IAAF Member of Staff referred the mat-
ter to the independent Ethics Commission in March of
2015,” the IAAF said in an email.

That means the IAAF knew about and was looking
into the corruption allegations before Okeyo became
a member of  i ts  counci l  in August,  and before
Kiplagat ran as a candidate for a vice president posi-
tion at the IAAF that same month. The IAAF and its
independent ethics commission will not comment
further on either investigation until they are conclud-
ed, the federation said. — AP

BERLIN: Russia’s track and field athletes
should be banned from competing at the
2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics in order to
send a strong signal against doping, the
Institute of National Doping Organisations
(INADO) said yesterday.

“The ARAF - Russia’s national federation
for athletics - and its athletes must be sus-
pended from the 2016 Rio de Janeiro sum-
mer Olympic Games. The corruption in
Russian athletics deserves no less,” INADO,
the Germany-based umbrella  organisa-

tion with 53 members worldwide, said in a
statement. “ARAF has not demonstrated
that they are capable of sending a clean
team to Games. A strong deterrent mes-
sage must be sent that national federa-
tions cannot participate in the highest lev-
els of competition when anti-doping has
been intentionally subverted.”

The International Association of
Athletics Federations (IAAF) suspended
ARAF last week following allegations of
widespread and state-sponsored doping

as detailed in a World Anti-Doping Agency
independent commission report.

Russia has since announced a three-
month road map to clean up its act, with
the nation’s Olympic Committee leading
efforts to ensure honest athletes can com-
pete at the 2016 Games.

Russia said on Sunday it would ask the
world athletics body to allow its athletes
to compete under an Olympic banner
rather than the Russian flag to circumvent
a ban, but the idea was quickly brushed

aside by the International Olympic
Committee (IOC). “The actions by the
ARAF, which deliberately flouted the rules
of sport, have tainted all Russian athletes
in the sport of Athletics,” INADO said.

“The corruption of anti-doping uncov-
ered by the independent commission is a
tragedy for sport and for clean athletes
everywhere. It reinforces the need for anti-
doping work to be conducted independ-
ent of sport organisations and without
government interference. — Reuters

RALEIGH: Anaheim Ducks goalie Anton
Khudobin made 24 saves in his first game
facing his former team in a 4-1 victor y
against the Carolina Hurricanes. Left winger
Carl Hagelin, who had made just one assist
this season, assisted on Anaheim’s first two
goals and then scored himself with 3:49
remaining. Center Shawn Horcoff  and
defenseman Sami Vatanen also scored for
the Ducks while Ryan Getzlaf added an emp-
ty-net goal with a minute remaining for his
first goal of the season.

Canadiens 4, Canucks 3 (OT)
Center David Desharnais scored at 3:25 of

overtime to give the Montreal Canadiens a 4-
3 win over the Vancouver Canucks.
Goaltender Jacob Markstrom stopped 32
shots for the Canucks, who squandered a 3-0
lead. Goalie Mike Condon made 23 saves for
Montreal.

Right winger Adam Cracknell, center Jared
McCann and left winger Daniel Sedin scored
in regulation for Vancouver.  Left wingers Lars
Eller, Max Pacioretty and Tomas Fleischmann
replied for the Canadiens.

Islanders 5, Coyotes 2
Brock Nelson, John Tavares and Steve

Bernier scored in the first 12 minutes of the
third period as the New York Islanders beat
the Arizona Coyotes. Frans Nielsen scored in
the first period for the Islanders while Kyle

Okposo had an assist on each of New York’s
first three goals.

Goaltender Jaroslav Halak recorded 31
saves.  Martin Hanzal and left winger Mikkel
Boedker scored in the final 4:15 for the
Coyotes, while goalie Anders Lindback made
27 saves.

Red Wings 4, Senators 3 (OT)
Detroit winger Tomas Tatar scored at 2:04

of overtime to give the Red Wings a 4-3 victo-
ry over the Ottawa Senators.  Tatar found
himself alone after an Ottawa turnover and
beat goalie Craig Anderson to spoil a
Senators third-period comeback.  Wingers
Dylan Larkin, Gustav Nyquist and Riley
Sheahan also scored for the Red Wings.
Wingers Bobby Ryan, Mike Hoffman and
defenseman Chris Wideman replied for the
Senators.  Red Wings goalie Jimmy Howard
picked up the win with 22 saves. Anderson
made 33 saves.

Panthers 1, Lightning 0
Defenseman Aaron Ekblad scored with

just 20.2 seconds remaining in the third peri-
od as the Florida Panthers defeated the
Tampa Bay Lightning. Ekblad scored in a mad
scramble in front of the Tampa goal. Left
winger Jonathan Huberdeau earned an assist.

Blues 3, Jets 2
Center David Backes scored two goals

and assisted on another to lead the St. Louis
Blues to a 3-2 win over Winnipeg, extending
the Jets’ losing streak to six games.  

Backes’ second goal 4:24 into the sec-

ond period came when he took a pass
f rom lef t  wing Alexander  Steen and
flipped a backhander past goalie Michael
Hutchinson. — Reuters

MOSCOW:  A Russian marathon runner has
been disqualified and faces further sanc-
tions after winning a race in Japan at a time
when his country is under suspension from
global  track and field, the IAAF said yester-
day. Viktor Ugarov won the Kanazawa
marathon on Sunday, two days after Russia
was provisionally suspended from compe-
tition by the International Association of
Athletics Federations following allegations
of state-sponsored doping.

“The event organizer is disqualifying his
record and no appearance or prize money
will be paid,” the IAAF told The Associated
Press by email on Tuesday, adding that it
would write to the Russian federation seek-
ing disciplinary proceedings against
Ugarov.

Ugarov’s winning time of 2 hours 17
minutes, 19 seconds was briefly listed on
the IAAF website as a new personal best.
The IAAF called the listing a “technical
issue” and later removed it from the site.

Russian athletics federation general sec-
retary Mikhail Butov told the AP by tele-
phone that he had not heard that Ugarov
had competed in Sunday’s race but said the
case would be looked into. “We couldn’t
physically inform each athlete, so it’s proba-
bly more of a problem for the organizers

who allowed the athlete to take part in the
competition,” Butov said.

The Russian federation said on its web-
site: “Athletes who break the suspension
and those who compete abroad are in dan-
ger of sanctions from the ARAF, including
suspension.” In a separate case, the
Japanese athletics federation said Russian
Olympic bronze medalist Tatyana
Arkhipova was prevented from taking part
in Sunday’s Saitama marathon because of
Russia’s suspension.

Under the terms of Russia’s ban, Russian
athletes can only compete within Russia in
domestic events until the suspension is lift-
ed. Russian officials have promised reforms
and said they want to be able to compete
again within three months, in time for the
world indoor track and field championships
in Portland in March. 

Also yesterday, a Russian Paralympic
runner received a nine-month suspension
after testing positive for a cannabis-related
substance. The International Paralympic
Committee said Alexander Zverev’s ban
runs through May 5. Zverev won a silver
medal in the 400 meters at the 2012
Paralympics in London. He competed in
the T13 classification for partially sighted
athletes. — AP

Russian disqualified after 
winning marathon in Japan

KANAZAWA: In this Sunday, Nov. 15, 2015 photo, runners start the Kanazawa
marathon in Kanazawa, central Japan. A Russian marathon runner has been disquali-
fied and faces further sanctions after winning the race in Japan at a time when the
country is under suspension from global track and field. Viktor Ugarov won the
Kanazawa marathon on Sunday, two days after Russia was provisionally suspended
from competition by the IAAF following allegations of state-sponsored doping. — AP

Russian athletes must be banned from Rio Olympics 

Hagelin’s 3-pt night lifts 
Ducks past Hurricanes, 4-1

NHL Results/Standings

NY Islanders 5, Arizona 2; Anaheim 4, Carolina 1; Montreal 4, Vancouver 3 (OT); Detroit
4, Ottawa 3 (OT); Florida 1, Tampa Bay 0; St. Louis 3, Winnipeg 2.

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Dallas 14 4 0 65 47 28
St. Louis 12 5 1 50 43 25
Minnesota 10 3 3 48 43 23
Nashville 10 3 3 50 38 23
Chicago 10 7 1 49 44 21
Winnipeg 8 9 2 50 62 18
Colorado 7 9 1 49 45 15

Pacific Division
Los Angeles 11 6 0 43 36 22
Vancouver 7 6 6 55 50 20
Arizona 9 8 1 50 54 19
San Jose 9 8 0 45 43 18
Anaheim 6 8 4 33 46 16
Calgary 6 12 1 45 72 13
Edmonton 6 12 0 47 58 12

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 14 3 2 67 42 30

Ottawa 8 5 5 54 57 21
Detroit 9 8 1 41 45 19
Florida 8 7 3 49 45 19
Tampa Bay 8 9 3 46 49 19
Boston 8 7 1 52 49 17
Buffalo 8 8 1 40 46 17
Toronto 5 9 4 41 54 14

Metropolitan Division
NY Rangers 14 2 2 57 32 30
Washington 11 4 1 50 37 23
NY Islanders 10 6 3 54 44 23
New Jersey 10 6 1 44 40 21
Pittsburgh 10 7 0 36 37 20
Philadelphia 6 8 3 33 50 15
Carolina 6 10 2 35 53 14
Columbus 6 12 0 45 62 12
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth
one point in the standings and are not
included in the loss column (L) 

RALEIGH: Anaheim Ducks’ Andrew Cogliano (7) has his shot blocked by Carolina Hurricanes goalie Eddie Lack (31) during the second period of an NHL hockey game,
Monday, in Raleigh, NC. — AP
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PERTH: New Zealand’s Tim Southee bowls a delivery against Australia during their cricket test match in Perth, Australia, yesterday. — AP

PERTH: The second test between Australia and
New Zealand fizzled out in a draw yesterday but
not before Mitchell Johnson gave one last
reminder of his bowling prowess on the day he
announced his retirement from international
cricket. New Zealand’s pursuit of 321 runs for vic-
tory in 48 overs already looked unlikely to suc-
ceed but after rain cut 90 minutes out of the fifth
and final day at the WACA, the spoils were des-
tined to be shared.

The tourists had made 104 for two when bad
light brought an end to the game, leaving
Australia 1-0 up in the series going into the third
test in Adelaide courtesy of their 208-run win in
Brisbane last week.

Johnson, who made his announcement
before the start of play, summoned up two last
bouncers to dismiss both New Zealand openers
and was chaired off the pitch by his team mates.  

“They were the sort of wickets I’ve been get-
ting for the last couple of years, I really wanted
to rip a couple in and the body let me do it,” said
Johnson, who finished with figures of 2-20.   

“There is a fair bit of emotion when the boys
picked me up.  It has been great. I have really
enjoyed myself. I can walk off and be proud of
my career.”

Australia skipper Steve Smith had declared
for the fourth time in four innings in the series
an hour before tea after the hosts had made
385-7. An uncharacteristically docile WACA pitch
had allowed batsmen from both sides to show-
case their skills in a run-fest of a match over the
first four days.

A double century from David Warner spurred
Australia to 559-9 in their first innings and 290
from Ross Taylor helped New Zealand to 624 in
reply, a lead of 65 runs.

Taylor, who finished unbeaten on 36 in the
second innings alongside New Zealand’s other
batting hero Kane Williamson (32 not out), was
named Man of the Match.

GUARD OF HONOUR
Centuries from Smith and Adam Voges in the

last two sessions on Monday put Australia back in
front but the runs finally stopped flowing so
freely on Tuesday morning.

Smith (138), Mitchell Marsh (1) and Adam
Voges (119) all departed in an opening session in
which Australia were only able to add 73 runs to
their overnight tally of 258 for two.

Johnson was welcomed by a guard of honour
of applauding New Zealanders when he came out
to the crease and illustrated his batting skills with
a bright 29 from 45 balls. The 34-year-old was the
first of the two batsmen to depart caught behind
off Tim Southee (4-97) after lunch with Peter
Nevill (35) following him back to the dressing
room. It was not too long before Smith’s loud
whistle called Mitchell Starc (28 not out) and Josh

Hazlewood (2 not out) in to get ready to take the
new ball. Johnson led the Australians back onto
the pitch on his 73rd and final test and had
bowled eight deliveries without conceding a run
before the rain forced an early tea.

He resumed after the delay and soon sent Tom
Latham (15) back to the dressing room after an
attempted hook ended up in the hands of Josh
Hazlewood at long leg.   

Martin Guptill (17) was Johnson’s 313th and
final test victim when a fast rising delivery saw
him spoon the ball to Joe Burns at short leg. “It
was a really good game of cricket,” said New
Zealand captain Brendon McCullum. “Both teams
showed a lot of resolve. Adelaide is going to be a
whole new challenge. We showed some fight and
we’re happy to finish up here from where we
started.”  —  Reuters

Departing Johnson strikes 
twice in drawn Perth Test

Australia 1st innings 559 for 9 decl (D. Warner 253,
U. Khawaja 121)                    
New Zealand 1st innings 624 (R. Taylor 290, K.
Williamson 166; M. Starc 4-119) 
Australia 2nd innings (Overnight: 258-2)
J. Burns c Taylor b Southee 0
D. Warner c Latham b Boult 24
S. Smith c Watling b Boult 138
A. Voges lbw b Southee 119
M. Marsh lbw b Bracewell 1
P. Nevill c Watling b Southee 35
M. Johnson c Watling b Southee 29
M. Starc not out 28
J. Hazlewood not out 2
Extras (b-4 lb-3 nb-1 w-1) 9
Total (for 7 wickets declared, 103 overs) 385
Fall of wickets: 1-8 J. Burns, 2-46 D. Warner, 3-270 S.
Smith, 4-277 M. Marsh, 5-294 A. Voges, 6-355 M.
Johnson, 7-366 P. Nevill

Did not bat: U. Khawaja, N. Lyon
Bowling: T. Southee 25-4-97-4; T. Boult 19-2-77-2; D.
Bracewell 20-5-62-1; M. Henry 20-7-53-0(w-1); M.
Craig 18-1-81-0(nb-1); K. Williamson 1-0-8-0.

New Zealand 2nd innings (Target: 321 runs)
T. Latham c Hazlewood b Johnson 15
M. Guptill c Burns b Johnson 17
K. Williamson not out 32
R. Taylor not out 36
Extras (b-4) 4
Total (for 2 wickets, 28 overs) 104
Fall of wickets: 1-34 T. Latham, 2-44 M. Guptill
To bat: B. McCullum, B. Watling, D. Bracewell, M.
Craig, M. Henry, T. Southee, T. Boult
Bowling: M. Starc 6-1-33-0; J. Hazlewood 6-3-3-0; M.
Johnson 6-2-20-2; N. Lyon 7-0-35-0; M. Marsh 3-0-9-0.

Result: Draw

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard at close of play on the fifth and final day in the second Test between Australia and New Zealand
yesterday in Perth, Australia.

Pakistan
Azhar Ali run out 36
Babar Azam c Rashid b Woakes 22
Mohammad Hafeez c Root b Willey 45
Sarfraz Ahmed c sub (Jordan) b Ali 26
Shoaib Malik run out 16
Mohammad Rizwan run out 1
Iftikhar Ahmed c Root b Woakes 3
Anwar Ali c Ali b Topley 7
Wahab Riaz not out 33
Zafar Gohar c Buttler b Woakes 15
Mohammad Irfan b Woakes 0
Extras: (1lb, 3w) 4
TOTAL: (all out) 208
Overs: 49.5.
Fall of wickets: 1-45, 2-92, 3-132, 4-135, 5-
138, 6-145, 7-156, 8-161, 9-187, 10-208.
Bowling: David Willey 10-0-45-1 (1w), Reece
Topley 10-0-41-1 (1w), Chris Woakes 9.5-0-
40-4 (1w), Adil Rashid 10-1-51-0, Moeen Ali
10-0-30-1.

England
Jason Roy c Malik b Irfan 7
Alex Hales c Rizwan b Gohar 30
Joe Root c Iftikhar b Gohar 11
Eoin Morgan b Malik 35
James Taylor not out 67
Jos Buttler not out 49
Extras: (2b, 3lb, 6w) 11
TOTAL: (for 4 wickets) 210
Overs: 41.
Did not bat: Moeen Ali, Chris Woakes, Adil
Rashid, David Willey, Reece Topley.
Fall of wickets: 1-12, 2-27, 3-87, 4-93.
Bowling: Mohammad Irfan 7-0-29-1 (1w),
Anwar Ali 3-0-17-0, Zafar Gohar 10-0-54-2
(1w), Iftikhar Ahmed 4-0-18-0, Wahab Riaz 6-
0-23-0 (1w), Shoaib Malik 9-0-56-1 (2w),
Azhar Ali 2-0-8-0 (1w).

Result: England won by 6 wickets and lead
the series 2-1

SCOREBOARD 
SHARJAH, United Arab Emirates: Scoreboard yesterday in the third one-day international
between Pakistan and England at Sharjah Cricket Stadium.

PERTH: Retiring Australian fast bowler Mitchell
Johnson said he simply lost the hunger to play
Test cricket.  The 34-year-old announced his
immediate retirement from international crick-
et before the final day’s play against New
Zealand at the WACA Ground yesterday.

Johnson said he finalised the decision in the
first innings in Perth, when he returned figures
of 1-157. Renowned for his express pace, fero-
cious bounce and capacity to intimidate,
Johnson said it was the mental aspect of Test
cricket that prompted the decision.

“I just lost that hunger in the end to play on
those tough days,” he said.  “That was some-
thing I used to really enjoy about Test cricket
was those challenges of those difficult days out
there, but I just wasn’t enjoying it.  “I felt I could-
n’t compete at this level any more - on those
tough days I didn’t want to be there.

“It was a little bit physical, but it was more
the mental side of things, I had just had
enough.” Johnson said it was a decision which
had been on his mind for around 12 months,
and especially since Australia’s World Cup win.
He said the death of team-mate Phillip Hughes
had also weighed heavily on him for some
time.

Johnson said it had been an “honour and
privilege” to play for Australia and said the most
satisfying period of his career was in 2013-14,
when he returned from an injury layoff to ter-
rorise batsmen from England and South Africa.
He was recalled to the Australian side and tor-
mented England with blistering pace to take 37
wickets at 13.97 as the home side completed a
5-0 clean Ashes series sweep.

“That was definitely a huge moment in my
career,” he said.  “I would have had regrets if I
didn’t come back from there and I really

enjoyed that challenge. “I felt like I hadn’t given
my best and had a lot to give and that couple
of years were really exciting for me.

“I became more confident in my ability and
was really happy with my action.” He said his
most satisfying spell was against England in
Adelaide in 2013, when he claimed five wickets
in quick succession.  Johnson finished in fourth
position on the all-time wicket-taker list for
Australia, with 313 scalps at just over 28 apiece.

He finished his career in trademark style,
with his last Test scalp coming from a rising
delivery which Kiwi opener Martin Guptill was

only able to fend to Joe Burns at short leg.
Johnson’s best haul was 8-61 against South

Africa, at the WACA in 2008.  Described by long-
time mentor Dennis Lillee as a “once in a gener-
ation” bowler, the former ICC Cricketer of the
Year also claimed 239 wickets in 153 one-day
internationals.

‘Changing of the guard’  
Australia’s fast bowling coach Craig

McDermott said Johnson all but handed over
the baton as a spearhead of the attack during
the third and fourth days’ play at the WACA.
While Johnson struggled, Mitchell Starc picked
up four wickets in New Zealand’s first innings
and on the third day sent down a 160.4 kilome-
tre per hour (99.7 miles per hour) thunderbolt
believed to be the fastest ever delivery bowled
in Test cricket.

“We probably saw the changing of the
guard here two days ago, with Mitchell Starc
consistently bowling 150 kilometres an hour,”
McDermott said.  Johnson also played 30
Twenty20 internationals and was a handy low-
er order batsman, with a Test top score of 123
not out and 11 half-centuries.  Former Test
cricketers from around the world took to
Twitter to praise Johnson.

“All the England lads will be celebrating they
won’t have to face @MitchJohnson398 again in
Australia.... Great career & a Great man,” wrote
England’s former captain Michael Vaughan.

“Good luck to @MitchJohnson398 who has
always been a special bowler. Got to know him
well at @mipaltan and enjoyed his aggressive
approach!” tweeted India’s Sachin Tendulkar.

“What an athlete! One of the best I ever
played with,” wrote former Australian captain
Michael Clarke. — AFP

Feared Australian paceman 
Johnson lost the hunger

Mitchell Johnson

SHARJAH: Seamer Chris Woakes grabbed
four wickets while James Taylor notched an
unbeaten half century to anchor England’s
six-wicket win over Pakistan in the third
day-night international in Sharjah yester-
day. Woakes’s 4-40 skittled Pakistan out for
a below-par 208 in 49.5 overs before Taylor
scored 67 for his seventh fifty to help
England to the target in 41 overs for a 2-1
lead in the four-match series.

Pakistan have one last chance to avoid
their ninth series loss out of 11 in the
United Arab Emirates (since 2009) when
they play the final ODI in Dubai on Friday.
Pakistan won the first match by six wickets
while England won the second by 95 runs-
both in Abu Dhabi.

England were outstanding in all three
departments as they bundled Pakistan out
on a flat pitch for a low total and then rode
an unbroken 117-run stand for the fifth
wicket between Taylor and Jos Buttler (49
not out).  Taylor smashed two boundaries
off lanky paceman Mohammad Irfan and
then clobbered a flat six to reach his fifty off
51 balls. In all he hit six boundaries and two
sixes off 69 balls.

Buttler supplemented Taylor, hitting the
winning six as the pair survived some anx-
ious moments early on after Pakistan
caught England at 93-4.  Irfan gave Pakistan
an early breakthrough when he dismissed
Jason Roy for seven while debutant left-arm
spinner Zafar Gohar, included for the
injured Yasir Shah, had Joe Root caught off
a full toss for 11.  Alex Hales (30) and Eoin
Morgan (35) added 60 for the third wicket
before Gohar had the opener caught in the
slips while Morgan was bowled by Shoaib
Malik.

But Taylor and Buttler ensured no further
loss and the victory, with Morgan full of
praise for the pair after the successful chase.
“To perform like this is satisfying,” said
Morgan. “The partnership between Taylor

and Buttler was outstanding and it’s a mag-
nificent win and we hope we go on and win
the series.”

SLOPPY BATTING
Pakistan skipper Azhar Ali blamed his

team’s middle-innings collapse for the
defeat. “We had a good start but we lost our
way in the middle,” said Ali. “We were look-
ing for 270-280 but run outs cost us and we
were left 50 short.” It was a case of sloppy
batting as Pakistan, who won the toss and
batted, were derailed from 92-1 in the 20th
over, losing their last nine wickets for just
116 runs. 

Their cause was not helped by three
unnecessary run outs of Azhar Ali (36),
Mohammad Rizwan (one) and Malik (16)
with Woakes the main wicket taker.   It was
only through a ninth-wicket stand of 26
between Wahab Riaz (33 not out) and
Gohar (15) that Pakistan got past the 200-
mark.  Pakistan were off to a confident start
when Ali and Babar Azam (22) put on 45 by
the 11th over before Woakes broke the
opening stand when he had Azam caught
in the deep off a short delivery in his third
over.  Ali and Moahmmad Hafeez, who top
scored with 45, took the score to 92 when
the Pakistani skipper failed to make his
ground as the pair set off for a difficult sin-
gle from point.

Pakistan lost the next five wickets for the
addition of just 53 runs to slump to 145-6 in
the 36th over as Hafeez and Sarfraz Ahmed
(26) were caught in the deep in successive
overs. Hafeez hit two sixes and two bound-
aries off 71 balls.  Mohammad Rizwan was
casually run out for one while Iftikhar
Ahmed hooked a Woakes delivery straight
into the hands of Root at deep square leg
after scoring just three and Anwar Ali made
seven. Riaz smashed three sixes in his 35-
ball knock as Woakes ended the innings off
the penultimate delivery. — AFP

Woakes and Taylor inspire 
England’s win over Pakistan

BANGALORE: Play was abandoned with-
out a ball being bowled for the third suc-
cessive day yesterday as the rain-ravaged
second Test between India and South
Africa in Bangalore turned into a damp
squib. Incessant rains, which had washed
out play on the second and third days,
relented to allow the ground staff at the
Chinnaswamy stadium to work on the
drenched outfield despite overcast skies.

The umpires decided to resume the
match at 2 pm (0830 GMT), but another
sharp shower brought the covers back on

the pitch and led to another wasted day
for the players and fans. With just the final
day’s play remaining-weather permitting-
the Test is headed for a tame draw.

Play took place only on the first day
on Saturday when South Africa were shot
out for 214 after being sent in to bat, and
India replied with 80 for no loss by
stumps. India lead the four-match series
after securing a 108-run win in the first
Test in Mohali earlier this month. The
third Test is to be played in Nagpur from
November 25. — AFP

Cricket: No play again in
India-South Africa Test

SHARJAH: England’s Jos Buttler (L) runs between the wickets as Pakistan’s
Mohammad Irfan (C) reacts during the third One Day International (ODI) match
between Pakistan and England at the Sharjah Cricket Stadium in the Gulf Emirate of
Sharjah yesterday. — AFP
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MADRID: American basketball player
Shawn James did not travel with his
Spanish club to play a game in France
because of security concerns following
the attacks in Paris. Club Dominion Bilbao
Basket said Monday James and his family
were worried about his safety and the
center decided not to make the trip for
Tuesday’s game in Nanterre, west of Paris.
The 32-year-old James was one of the
Duquesne players targeted in the 2006

shootings at the university’s
campus.Bilbao coach Sito Alonso said the
club did not want to force the player to
travel to Paris along with the rest of his
teammates.

“It was his own decision and the club
respects it,” Alonso said. “Everyone is enti-
tled to make their own decision when it
comes to security. ... He is here with his
family and they decided that he shouldn’t
travel. We respect that decision.”

Club officials said they tried to post-
pone the game because of safety con-
cerns but their request was denied by
Eurocup officials. 

They also demanded increased securi-
ty for the team while in France, including a
police escort, but French officials were yet
to confirm whether their demands would
be accepted.

“I don’t think we should have traveled,”
Alonso said. “We tried to postpone the

game for at least a day to see how the sit-
uation unfolded.” The attacks in Paris killed
129 people and injured other 350 on
Friday. One of the venues targeted was
the Stade de France stadium, which was
hosting a soccer friendly between France
and Germany.

James was one of the five Duquesne
basketball players shot at by a man who
was apparently jealous that his girlfriend
was talking to the players after an event

on campus almost 10 years ago. James
was shot in the foot but the injury was not
serious. One of the players was hit in the
head and was hospitalized in critical con-
dition, needing several surgeries before
recovering along with his
teammates.James, who went undrafted in
2008, also played in Northeastern
University before moving to Europe. He
also previously played for clubs in Israel
and Italy. — AP

American basketball player unwilling to play game in France

LONDON: Australia coach Michael Cheika
suggested England ought to be thinking
long-term as well as concentrating on
recruiting a new boss after insisting he had
no interest in the role as he already had his
“dream” job.

Cheika confirmed Monday he had no
intention of quitting his current post in
order to succeed Stuart Lancaster, who last
week paid the price for England becoming
the first host nation to bow out of a World
Cup during the group stage — where they
lost to both Wales and the Wallabies in the
so-called ‘pool of death’.

Barely a year after taking charge, Cheika
led his native Australia to a World Cup final
where they were beaten by New Zealand,
with the Wallabies having previously cap-
tured this year ’s southern hemisphere
Rugby Championship title.

Rugby Football Union chief executive
Ian Ritchie’s stated aim of having a coach of
“proven international experience” to suc-
ceed Lancaster would appear to rule out
several domestic contenders.

Meanwhile Cheika is the latest in a
growing list of overseas candidates, along
with compatriot Eddie Jones and the New
Zealand trio of Wayne Smith, Warren
Gatland and Joe Schmidt, to say he doesn’t
want the England job, with only former
South Africa World Cup-winning boss Jake
White publicly announcing his interest thus
far. Cheika said there was more to coaching
a Test side than immediate success. “As the
head coach, your role is to do well now but
it’s also to plant the seeds that someone
else is going to benefit from further down
the track,” he explained.

“I know that sounds like utopia but I
believe that when you work that way, plan
that way, you’ll get benefits in the short
term as well. “I’m no one to be giving any-
one advice. I’m nobody. I just think you’ve
got to build something from within,” Cheika
added, before citing the likes of Gatland
(Wales) and Schmidt (Ireland) as examples
of overseas coaches who had enjoyed suc-
cess in Test rugby.

“That’s what we want to try to do in
Australia: breed the next crop of coaches,

whether it’s the boys who are coaching
with me now, Stephen Larkham and
Nathan Grey, or those guys who are going
to come through next.”

Ritchie has promised the RFU, England’s
governing body and the wealthiest of all
the major unions, will spare no expense in
their search for a new coach. Asked if that
would help, Cheika jokingly replied: “Well, it
will help the bloke you throw money at. 

“No, it’s about getting the right person
that fits that team and those people.” 

Scars   
Reflecting on the World Cup, Cheika

added he had endured mixed emotions on
his return to Australia. “It was hard for us
because we were still carrying the scars of
losing the final. We had two objectives on
our trip over here-to get people in Australia
enjoying rugby again and not just for that
tournament. “I was really humbled by the
reaction of a lot of people back there,
which we’re not used to because it’s not
the most popular sport in Australia. “So
we’re not used to people coming up to us
in the street and saying, ‘Congratulations’.

‘You feel a bit guilty taking that, because
we didn’t win. It’s a bit paradoxical but
what do you do? I really liked the fact that
people really enjoyed it back at home. That
was really rewarding for us.”

Cheika is briefly back in London to
coach the Barbarians for their match on
Tuesday with Gloucester and Saturday’s
non-cap international against Argentina at
Twickenham, with the fixtures forming part
of the invitational side’s 125th anniversary
celebrations.

He said a key attraction was working
with the likes of New Zealand’s World Cup-
winning wing Nehe Milner Skudder and
Springbok lock Lodewyk de Jager, not
against them. “It is still such a great con-
cept, to be involved with guys who are
your enemies really,” said Cheika.  “In return
we have to go out and play really good rug-
by to make sure that the next group of
guys who come to play for the Barbarians
are really revved cos this group of guys
played really well.” — AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Dirk Nowitzki
scored 21 points, including seven
during a pivotal stretch late in the
fourth quarter, to lead the Dallas
Mavericks to a 92-86 victory over
the winless Philadelphia 76ers on
Monday night.

Jahlil Okafor had 19 points and
11 rebounds for the 76ers, who
have lost all 11 games this season
and 21 in a row dating back to last
season. Philadelphia’s last win was
March 25 at Denver, and the 76ers
are within five defeats of matching
the franchise’s all-time record for
consecutive losses. Chandler
Parsons added 20 points for the
Mavericks, who needed a late push
to hold off Philadelphia. The 76ers
trailed by as many as 19 points in
the first half but battled back to
take an 82-81 lead with 4 minutes,
23 seconds remaining on a free
throw by Nerlens Noel before
Nowitzki took over.

GRIZZLIES 122, THUNDER 114
Newcomer Mario Chalmers

scored 16 of his season-high 29
points in the fourth quarter and the
Grizzlies held on for a victory over
the Thunder.

Chalmers, picked up in a trade
with the Miami Heat last week, con-
verted 6 of 13 shots, including 4 of
7 from outside the arc, as five
Grizzlies reached double figures.
Mike Conley had 22, Jeff Green
scored 20, while Marc Gasol added
17. Zach Randolph finished with 12
points and 10 rebounds. Russell
Westbrook led the Thunder with 40
points, 12 in the fourth quarter try-
ing to bring Oklahoma City back
from an 11-point deficit in the
frame. Serge Ibaka had 18 and Enes
Kanter scored 16. Steven Adams
and Dion Waiters finished with 14
apiece. Oklahoma City shot 51 per-
cent, including 10 of 24 from out-
side the arc. But Memphis convert-
ed 12 of 17 3-pointers.

SPURS 93, TRAIL BLAZERS 80
Kawhi Leonard had 19 points

and Manu Ginobili added 17 points
and the Spurs overcame a listless
start to beat the Trail Blazers for
their fifth straight victory. Danny
Green and Boris Diaw each had 12
points and Tony Parker and Tim
Duncan both added 10. Damian
Lillard scored 27 points and Al-
Farouq Aminu added 17 points for
Portland. Leonard and Ginobili
both missed the previous game
with minor ailments and their
returns 

were needed. San Antonio and
Portland both set season lows for
points in the first half with the Trail
Blazers’ 28 points falling just four
points of matching a franchise low.

BULLS 96, PACERS 95
Jimmy Butler scored 17 points

for Chicago and played tough
defense on Paul George on
Indiana’s final possession, helping
the Bulls hold on for a victory over
the Pacers. Butler stayed right with
George in the final seconds and
contested his difficult fadeaway
shot that was well short as time
expired, giving the Bulls their third
straight win and fourth in five
games. Derrick Rose had 23 points
on 9-for-18 shooting for Chicago,
but departed with about six min-
utes remaining after he sprained
his left ankle. Doug McDermott
scored 11 points. George had 26
points for Indiana, and Monta Ellis
finished with 20 points. C.J. Miles
made five 3-pointers on his way to
19 points, and Jordan Hill and Ian
Mahinmi each grabbed 12
rebounds.

CELTICS 111, ROCKETS 95
Isaiah Thomas scored 23 points

and the Celtics used a 32-point
third quarter to pull away and
cruise to a win over the slumping
Rockets.

It is the third straight win for the
Celtics and gives Houston a four-
game losing streak for the first time
since the team dropped seven
straight in January 2013. Boston led
by 4 after a 3-pointer by James
Harden with 3 1/3 minutes left in
the third quarter. The Celtics closed
out the quarter by scoring 15
straight points to take a 87-68 lead

into the fourth quarter. The Celtics
rode the momentum from their
strong third quarter into the early
part of the fourth quarter and used
a 13-4 run to open the period and
extend the lead to 100-72. Avery
Bradley scored seven points with a
dunk and a 3-pointer to lead the
team in that stretch. Coach Kevin
McHale pulled most of Houston’s

starters after that.

SUNS 120, LAKERS 101
Brandon Knight had 30 points,

15 assists and 10 rebounds for his
first career triple-double and the
Suns ran past the Lakers. Eric
Bledsoe added 21 points and T.J.
Warren had 19 for the Suns, who
gradually pulled away after taking

a five-point lead into the fourth
quarter. Jordan Clarkson scored 20
points to lead the weary Lakers,
who were playing on consecutive
days for the second time in a week.
The Lakers were without All-Star
guard Kobe Bryant, who was kept
back in Los Angeles to rest rather
than having to play on back-to-
back nights. — AP

Nowitzki’s late cameo helps 
Mavs edge winless 76ers

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 7 4 .636 -
Boston 6 4 .600 0.5
NY Knicks 5 6 .455 2
Brooklyn 1 9 .100 5.5
Philadelphia 0 11 0 7

Central Division
Cleveland 8 2 .800 -
Chicago 7 3 .700 1
Indiana 6 5 .545 2.5
Detroit 5 5 .500 3
Milwaukee 5 5 .500 3

Southeast Division
Atlanta 8 4 .667 -
Miami 6 3 .667 0.5
Charlotte 5 5 .500 2
Washington 4 4 .500 2
Orlando 5 6 .455 2.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 6 5 .545 -
Utah 5 5 .500 0.5
Denver 5 5 .500 0.5
Minnesota 4 6 .400 1.5
Portland 4 8 .333 2.5

Pacific Division
Golden State 11 0 1.000 -
Phoenix 6 4 .600 4.5
LA Clippers 6 4 .600 4.5
Sacramento 4 7 .364 7
LA Lakers 2 9 .182 9

Southwest Division
San Antonio 8 2 .800 -
Dallas 7 4 .636 1.5
Memphis 6 6 .500 3
Houston 4 7 .364 4.5
New Orleans 1 9 .100 7.

NBA Results/Standings

Dallas 92, Philadelphia 86; Chicago 96, Indiana 95; Boston 111, Houston 95; Memphis 122, Oklahoma City 114;
San Antonio 93, Portland 80; Phoenix 120, LA Lakers 101.

PHILADELPHIA: Dallas Mavericks’ Chandler Parsons, left, goes up for a dunk as Philadelphia 76ers’ Jerami
Grant trails during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Monday, in Philadelphia. — AP

LONDON: Australia’s head coach Michael Cheika, right, listens to his player Drew
Mitchell answer a question during press conference for the Rugby World Cup at
Twickenham stadium in London. Australia will play New Zealand in the Rugby World
Cup final at Twickenham, Saturday. — AP

Wallaby boss Cheika tells 
England to ‘build from within’

PORTLAND: Shooting is coming more
naturally to Oregon State’s Jamie
Wiesner. Weisner led all scorers with 22
points and the ninth-ranked Beavers
routed Portland 94-50 on Monday
night. She has scored 46 points in her
39 minutes of playing time just two
games into the season.

“Especially as a senior I feel like
that’s where I should be at, and I have
those expectations of myself coming
in, any way,” Weisner said. “I’ve been in
this system three years now, going on
four, and things should just come easy
and flow. Give it to my teammates,
finding me for open looks.”

Oregon State coach Scott Rueck, the
Pac-12 coach of the year last season,
said that last season was a turning
point for Weisner, and it is clear she is
now building on that.

“She’s one of the best scorers and
shooters in the country, there’s no
question,” he said.  “Last year we all saw
the game slow down for Jamie, with
her decision making.” Gabriella Hanson
added 14 points, while Breanna Brown
had a career-high 12 off the bench for
the Beavers (2-0).  Freshman Ellie
Woerner led Portland (1-1) with eight
points on 2-of-7 shooting in the loss.

“I really liked our defense. I thought
we kept them off the spots they want-
ed, made them miss a lot, and then we
controlled the boards,” Rueck said.
Oregon State, which was coming off a

110-45 season-opening victory over
Longwood on Friday night, won a
school record 27 games last season
and claimed the program’s first Pac-12
regular-season championship.

With only one starter departed from
last year’s team, were picked to again
finish first in the conference in the
league’s annual media poll. The Pilots,
coming off a 73-54 victory over
Willamette on Saturday, won just four
games last season, and finished 2-16 in
the West Coast Conference. The Pilots
were picked in the preseason to
against finish last in the league.

“Playing against a team that’s big-
ger, faster, stronger, really challenges
us to make sure we’re truly playing the
Portland way because they can expose
some of those shortcuts that will work
against lesser teams,” coach Cheryl
Sorenson.

The Beavers opened up the game
on a 9-0 run before Woerner was able
to split a pair of free throws to put
Portland on the board. OSU led 27-8 at
the end of the first quarter. The Pilots
committed a shot clock violation to
start the second quarter. The Beavers
took a 45-14 lead after Kolbie Orum hit
a jumper and added a free throw. At
halftime, the Beavers led Portland 47-
16. Oregon State took its largest lead of
the night at 85-36 with 4:35 left. Rueck
pulled his starters with about six min-
utes left in the game.” — AP

Oregon State women 
rout Portland 94-50
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LONDON: Touted as the possible first female
leader of world soccer body FIFA, Sierra Leone’s
Isha Johansen said the time was not right for her
to aim for the top job now but she would not rule
out a shot at the presidency in the future.

FIFA was thrown into turmoil in May by US
indictments of 14 football officials for alleged
corruption and President Sepp Blatter has been
suspended ahead of February elections when five
candidates will vie for the leadership and to clean
up the game.

Johansen, 51, president of the Sierra Leone
Football Association, is one of only a handful of
women to ever head football associations among
FIFA’s 209 member countries.

She said it was a shame that no women were
in the running for the FIFA presidency next year
but she said this could change in the future as
women took a greater role in the sport.

“If I can successfully accomplish the things I
want to do I can see no reason why I would not
want to go for the top job eventually,” Johansen
said in an interview yesterday.

“Women definitely should try to aspire to high
places ...  but I was too new in my role to consider
this now,” she added, speaking on the sidelines of
the Trust Women conference on women’s rights
run by the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Studies have repeatedly shown that increasing
the percentage of women on corporate boards
can improve financial performance, corporate
social responsibility, and increase the number of
women in other high-level positions.

Never a career option
Johansen said she had not set out for a career

in football but fell into the role as the daughter of
a professional banker who co-founded one of

Sierra Leone’s most famous clubs, East End Lions
FC, and with two sports mad brothers.

She is now owner and CEO of Sierra Leone
National Premier League club, her country’s top
professional football  league. She is also the
founder of football club FC Johansen that she set
up as a humanitarian project in 2004 to inspire
young footballers and is now in the premier
league. Johansen said the success of FC Johansen
gave her the confidence to run for president of
the Sierra Leone Football Association in 2013,
winning the post and vowing to bring discipline,
sanity and integrity to football in her country.

“ (Footbal l )  was never  a  career  option,”
Johansen said. “I didn’t see myself coming and a
lot of people didn’t see me coming .. and those
that did thought it was a big joke.”

Over the years she has faced verbal and physi-
cal abuse for taking such a high profile role in a

sport dominated by men and in a country where
sexism is rife. Her 18-year-old son has had to
endure similar abuse on social media, she said.

But Johansen said this had not deterred her
from her task of leading football in Sierra Leone
where she has tried to tackle mismanagement
and corruption head on.

“Sexism plays a large part but it is good gover-
nance that I am driving and it makes it hard work
being a woman,” she said. Johansen said she
hoped getting more women into leadership roles
in public and private sectors would inspire a new
generation of women and that she personally
would be a role model for other women to go
into football administration.

“The power of football to break barriers is enor-
mous,” she said. “We have to try to elevate our
young girls to a status both mentally and physi-
cally through the power of football.” — Reuters

Female football chief says FIFA not ready for a women head 

DHAKA: Australia’s captain Mile Jedinak (2L) vies for the ball with Bangladesh football player Mohammad Ziban (C) during the Asia Group B FIFA
World Cup 2018 qualifying football match between Bangladesh and Australia at the Bangabandhu National Stadium in Dhaka yesterday. — AFP

DHAKA: Veteran forward Tim Cahill scored his
second international hat-trick as Australia set
aside security worries to thrash Bangladesh 4-
0 yesterday in a one-sided World Cup qualify-
ing match in Dhaka.

Cahill completed his hat-trick inside 37
minutes after the start and captain Mile
Jedinak scored the other goal as the visitors
sealed victory in the first half in front of a bois-
terous near-packed crowd at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium.

The build-up to the match was overshad-
owed by security concerns after Western
nations alerted their citizens about a terrorist
strike in the Muslim majority nation, prompt-
ing the Australian cricket team to postpone a
two-match Test series in October.

Tensions also rose after a spate of killings
of foreigners, policemen and a blast at a Shiite
shrine that left two people dead-attacks
claimed by Islamic state group. The govern-
ment said the group does not have any pres-
ence in Bangladesh.   

Australian football officials also flagged
their concerns to world football governing
body FIFA and the Asian Football
Confederation. The match was given the go-
ahead after Bangladesh assured the visitors of
“unprecedented” security. 

Ahead of the match, all the shops and mar-
kets at and around the stadium were shut
down, traffic was halted on key roads and
each of about 20,000 spectators were body-
searched before they were allowed to enter
the stadium.

Much needed victory
The victory was much needed for Australia

who started the match one behind group
leader Jordan. Forfeiting the match due to
security concerns would have cost the
Socceroos three crucial points.

“We came here to win the game. It was dif-
ficult conditions for us tonight,” Australia
coach Ange Postecoglou said after the match.  

“In the first half it was good but the second

half we were a little scrappy. In the end I was
happy with the performance with the players,
three points for us and with it we go home,”
he added. Cahill who turns 36 next month
won a second consecutive start. He opened
the score in the sixth minute with a neat
header and then completed the hat-trick with
a scrappy goal in the 33rd minute and a tap in
the near post in the 37th minute. The three
goals took his record Socceroos’ goal tally to
45. He also scored in the team’s 3-0 win
against Kyrgyzstan in Canberra last Thursday.       

Captain Mile Jedinak made the score 4-0
with a simple header into an empty net from
close range in the 43rd minute. 

Australia rested brilliant Aaron Mooy and
Massimo Luongo in the second half, allowing
Bangladesh some space in the midfield and
the hosts made good use of it to avoid con-
ceding further goals.

With the defeat, Bangladesh remained at
the bottom of their group with just one point
from seven matches. — AFP

Cahill scores hat-trick as 
Australia thump Bangladesh

LONDON: British Prime Minister David
Cameron will join football fans singing the
French national anthem as they pay tribute to
the victims of the Paris attacks prior to
England-France friendly.  The words to ‘La
Marseillaise’ will be shown on the big screens
inside London’s Wembley Stadium as support-
ers unite in solidarity after Friday’s attacks,
which left 129 people dead and over 350
injured.  Cameron had not been scheduled to
attend the game, but a source said that he
had changed his mind in light of the horror
that struck the French capital while France
played a friendly game against Germany.
Asked if the British leader would join England
fans in singing the anthem, his spokesman
said: “The prime minister will take part in any
tributes.” France’s players, including Lassana
Diarra, who lost a cousin in the attacks, were
escorted by armed police as they took a walk
around Wembley beneath grey skies on the
afternoon of the game.  The players had
trained inside the stadium on Monday
evening, when armed police were again in
attendance.

English fans awoke to find the words to ‘La
Marseillaise’ plastered across their newspa-
pers, with tabloids The Sun and The Daily
Mirror-normally bastions of footballing patri-
otism-printing them on their back pages.  The
Sun instructed readers to “sing for France”,
while inside, France’s record goal-scorer

Thierry Henry said: “Tonight at Wembley, the
whole world will be French.”

Suicide bombers targeted Paris’s Stade de
France during France’s 2-0 victory over
Germany on Friday, leaving four people dead
including three attackers. Diarra’s cousin, Asta
Diakite, died in a shooting on Paris’s rue
Bichat, while the sister of Diarra’s France team-
mate Antoine Griezmann escaped unhurt
from the assault on the Bataclan concert hall.
France and England’s football associations
decided that Tuesday ’s game should go
ahead, prompting an unprecedented security
operation involving armed police patrols and
“extensive searches”.

Fans have been encouraged to arrive early
and not to bring bags with them. There will be
no tickets on sale at the stadium. Football
Association president Prince William, who ini-
tially had no plans to go to the game, will now
attend to show “solidarity to the people of
France”.

Tricolore mosaic 
FIFA presidential candidate Prince Ali bin al

Hussein of Jordan also revealed that he will
attend. “I am continuing with my plans to
attend the match, which were set some weeks
ago, and to show solidarity with the people of
France and the victims of terror everywhere,”
he said in a statement.

Wembley’s bars will shut five minutes

before kick-off to encourage fans to observe
tributes including a minute’s silence, the lay-
ing of flowers by team captains Wayne
Rooney and Hugo Lloris and the singing of ‘La
Marseillaise’.  Breaking with convention, the
French anthem will be played after ‘God Save
the Queen’ in order to create a stand-alone
moment of solidarity.  England’s fans sitting in
the ground’s east stand will be provided with
materials to form a mosaic of the Tricolore
during the French anthem.  Players from both
teams will wear black armbands.  The minute’s
silence before Ireland’s Euro 2016 play-off win
over Bosnia-Herzegovina in Dublin on
Monday was marred by shouts from some vis-
iting fans, but England manager Roy Hodgson
does not expect a repeat at Wembley.  “We
hope the ceremonies will be respected,” he
said.  “If there’s one thing that I truly wish for,
it is that we show the respect I’d expect every
single Englishman to show.”

The FA has confirmed that the giant arch
over Wembley will continue to be lit in the
red, white and blue of the French Tricolore
leading up to the match.  France’s motto-
’Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite’-is being shown on
screens outside the ground.

An online petition calling for the proceeds
from the game to be donated to  the charity
Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without
Borders) had garnered more than 145,000 sig-
natures by today. — AFP

Cameron joins fans for 
French anthem rendition

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing
and most developed telecom operator,
announces its Manchester United draw
campaign, which started on 10 November
and will end on 12 December 2015.

This golden opportunity allows soccer
fans to enter the draw and win one of the
three tickets to watch the upcoming match
between Manchester United vs Chelsea live
from Old Trafford stadium in Manchester
city, on 28 December 2015. To enter this

draw, please visit VIVA’s website and fill in
the following information: full name, civil ID
number and mobile number. Draw will be
held in presence of a representative from
the ministry of commerce and industry. 

To find out more about VIVA’s new pre-
paid packages, or any of its other competi-
tive promotions, products and packages,
visit one of the 70 VIVA branches, or the
VIVA website at www.viva.com.kw, or call
VIVA’s 24 hour call center on 102.

LOS ANGELES: Relief quarterback T.J. Yates
tossed the game-winning touchdown pass
to DeAndre Hopkins in the fourth quarter
as the Houston Texans handed the
Cincinnati Bengals their first loss of the sea-
son with a sloppy 10-6 road victory on
Monday.

Cincinnati (8-1) could not overcome
numerous errors, with tight end Tyler Eifert
suffering three key drops and quarterback
Andy Dalton struggling to find his rhythm
against relentless Texans pressure at Paul
Brown Stadium.  “This was a big game for
us, especially when you beat a team like
Cincinnati,” Texans coach Bill O’Brien told
reporters.  “Those guys in that locker room
understand what we can do.” Houston (4-5)
lost starting quarterback Brian Hoyer late in
the third quarter due to a possible concus-
sion and Yates came in to complete 5-of-11
passes for 69 yards.  Cincinnati had one last
chance when it took over at its own 19-yard
line with 3:54 remaining.

Dalton converted a third-and-18 on a
pass to receiver A.J.  Green to keep the
drive alive. Then, on fourth-and-six, Green
appeared to make a first-down catch but
fumbled and the ball was recovered by
Texans safety Quintin Demps.  “You play all
the way to the whistle,” said Texans defen-
sive end J.J. Watt, who had two tackles and
a sack. “That’s the way you have to play
against an 8-0 team. This was an incredible

team win.” The game featured a sloppy first
half in which there were six punts, nine
penalties and both quarterbacks led their
teams in rushing. The second half was not
much better.  Early in the third quarter,
Dalton’s deep ball intended for receiver
Marvin Jones was tipped and intercepted
by Texans cornerback Johnathan Joseph.

Joseph, a former Bengal, has intercepted
Dalton in four consecutive games between
the teams.  Hoyer was escorted to the lock-
er with the Texans trailing 6-3 late in the
third quarter. Yates subsequently orches-
trated a nine-play, 79-yard drive, with his
22-yard pass to Hopkins putting Houston
ahead for good.

Hopkins managed to get two feet down
inbounds while falling backwards to make
the score 10-6.”Hop’s a go-to guy for us,”
O’Brien said. “That was a great catch and
throw.” Dalton had another rough night
under the prime-time lights, going 22-of-
38 for 197 yards and an interception.
Punter Shane Lechler was a weapon for the
Texans, helping them flip field position on
several occasions. Lechler averaged 46.8
yards on eight punts, including one 64-
yarder.  “We’ve got to clean those things
up,” Bengals coach Marvin Lewis said. “A.J.
won’t fumble the ball and Tyler Eifert won’t
drop balls (like he did tonight). We’ll make
plays and catches like we have been and
continue to get better at it.” — Reuters

Bengals slump to first 
defeat against Texans

VIVA announces campaign to win 
tickets for Man Utd vs Chelsea

CINCINNATI: Houston Texans defensive end J.J. Watt (99) sacks Cincinnati Bengals
quarterback Andy Dalton (14) in the second half of an NFL football game in
Cincinnati, Monday. The Texans won 10-6. — AP
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THIMPHU: Footballer Mohammed Muntari (R) from Qatar scores the first goal during the FIFA 2018 Asian Group C qualifying match between Bhutan and Qatar at The Changlimithang Stadium in Thimphu yesterday. —  AFP 

SINGAPORE: Qatar became the first side to book a spot
at the 2019 Asian Cup and the next round of 2018 World
Cup qualifiers on a busy yesterday that showcased the
politicking and problems the sport faces in its largest
region.

With the Asian Football Confederation reeling from
Monday’s news that one of its pillars, Nepal’s Ganesh
Thapa, had been banned for 10 years for taking money
during FIFA elections, Asia’s best tried to switch focus
back to onfield events but other issues were evident.

Qatar, the 2022 World Cup hosts, were 3-0 winners
over Bhutan at Changlimithang Stadium in the
Thimphu mountains and they secured top spot in
Group C when Hong Kong and China then played out a
0-0 draw in a politically tense clash. Home fans booed
during the playing of China’s national anthem and held
up defiant banners at the Mong Kok Stadium, where
there was a heavy police presence with organisers wary

of trouble following last year’s pro-democracy rallies.
The draw left Hong Kong in position to grab second

place in the group behind Qatar who have won all six
matches. The eight group winners and four best run-
ners-up will qualify for the Asian Cup and the third
round of World Cup qualifying in the continent and
most of the fancied sides, bar China, look set to com-
plete the straightforward task.

Cambodia, whose domestic champions Phnom Penh
Crown FC have been hit by a match-fixing scandal
which has led to seven players being suspended, were
beaten 2-0 by Japan, who stayed clear in Group E.

Syria kept pace in second spot, one point back, after
they struck in the 93rd minute to beat Singapore 2-1 at
the citystate’s National Stadium, where security was
increased because of the attacks in Paris on Friday.
Syrian coach Fajr Ibrahim opted for a traditional nation-
al team tracksuit during the post-match news confer-

ence after donning a white T-shirt of a smiling President
Bashar al-Assad on Monday.

GUAM CRUSHED
Yesterday’s 14-match schedule in Asia was kicked off

by Iran beating US territory Guam 6-0 away despite four
of their players and two members of staff being refused
visas to enter the tiny island. East Timor were also short-
handed, with seven nationalised Brazilians absent after
complaints from rivals about their eligibility. They were
trounced 10-0 by Saudi Arabia in Dili as the West Asians
stayed top of Group A.

United Arab Emirates remained on their tails in sec-
ond place after they beat Malaysia 2-1 in an empty sta-
dium in Kuala Lumpur as the hosts served out a punish-
ment for crowd trouble in their previous home defeat
by the Saudis.

Elsewhere, Asian champions Australia put aside secu-

rity concerns in Dhaka to beat Bangladesh 4-0 in Group
B, while South Korea crushed Laos 5-0 in Vientiane to
make it six wins from six in Group G, which still contains
Kuwait despite the country serving a FIFA ban.

The heavy defeat capped a bad week for Laos, whose
football federation president Viphet Sihachakr was
banned for two years on Monday and fined after
accepting payments during the 2011 FIFA elections.

Indonesia, also serving a FIFA ban for political inter-
ference like Kuwait, have been kicked out of competing
in Group F, where Iraq kept up their pursuit of leaders
Thailand with a 2-0 win in Taiwan.

AFC President Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa,
who is standing for the FIFA Presidency in February
elections, is the man currently charged with clearing up
the problems in Asian football. His Bahrain team lost 2-0
in North Korea which all but ended their bid to reach
Russia 2018. — Reuters

Qatar first to qualify for Asian Cup
Iran thrash Guam despite visa woe

DUBLIN: Bosnia and Herzegovina goalkeeper Asmir Begovic saves an attempt on goal by Republic of
Ireland’s Daryl Murphy during the Euro 2016 play-off second leg soccer match between Ireland and Bosnia
in Dublin, Monday. — AP

DUBLIN: Jon Walters was the toast of Lansdowne Road
as his brace against Bosnia-Herzegovina in a 2-0 victory
fired Ireland to next summer’s European Championship
Finals in France.  The Stoke City striker missed Friday’s
play-off first leg through suspension but he more than
made up for that with a goal in each half that saw
Martin O’Neill’s men progress 3-1 on aggregate.  

“There was a whole team of heroes out there - we
got there in the end. It is the best moment of my career
in any shirt-to qualify for the European Championship
finals is unbelievable,” the hero of the night told Sky
Sports.  Bosnia manager Mehmed Bazdarevic will be bit-
terly disappointed with his side’s poor showing, but for
Ireland it was the most complete performance of a
roller coaster campaign, on the most crucial night.  The
hosts were simply better in every department, bullying
the visitors in the first half and taking their chances
when they arrived.  “I couldn’t be more proud of this
team,” said O’Neill.  “I hold the players in the highest
esteem. They don’t have everything, but courage and
determination are things they have in abundance.” 

With an away goal advantage, Ireland could have set
out to merely defend, but O’Neill sent out a team to
attack with Walters starting while retaining the set piece
skills of Robbie Brady-who scored in Zenica-at left back.
Bazdarevic made three changes to his team with Sead
Kolasinac, Ongjen Vranjes and Haris Medujanin starting
as he returned to a typical 4-2-3-1 formation, with Edin
Dzeko spearheading the attack.  Ireland came into the
game on the back of eight home games without defeat,
with last month’s victory over Germany the standout

result, but few of the home crowd expected anything
less than a tense night.  How wrong they were.

While Bazdarevic vowed to attack, Bosnia’s first half
performance was marked by indiscipline with Emir
Spahic, in particular, fortunate to remain on the field.
Robbie Brady and Jeff Hendrick were central to the best
of Ireland’s play, with much of the attacking play direct-
ed at Bosnia’s right wing.  Though Brady’s crossing was
erratic, he continued to worry the Bosnian defence with
Asmir Begovic and Ervin Zukanovic both required to
make last ditch clearances from his deliveries.

DZEKO OFF TARGET 
Miralem Pjanic wasn’t influencing things as he would

have liked for the visitors, while Dzeko was also a fringe
figure with just one off target shot to show at the break.

Spahic was the first to go into the referee’s book
when he snapped into a tackle on Hendrick, and he was
soon followed by Senad Lulic, protesting what was a
questionable penalty award against Zukanovic, who
handled Murphy’s cross.  Walters, increasingly central to
O’Neill’s set up, was nerveless as he calmly found the
bottom left of the goal, giving his former Stoke City
team mate Begovic no chance.

Medunjanin had Bosnia’s best chance of the half but
he failed to control his volley after Dzeko’s cushioned
knockdown. Ireland lived more dangerously in the first
ten minutes of the second half with Clark, first, required
to clear Medunjanin’s in-swinging free kick, and then
Lulic should really have tested Randolph following
good work by Edin Visca on the right wing. — AFP

Ireland reaches Euro 2016 
with 2-0 win over Bosnia
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ABU DHABI: Bahrain is planning more subsidy
cuts and intends to impose charges for govern-
ment services next year in order to boost revenues
hit by slumping oil prices, the kingdom’s minister
for industry and commerce told Reuters yesterday.
Like other Gulf oil-exporting states, Bahrain has for
many years subsidized goods and services such as
food, fuel, electricity and water, keeping prices
ultra-low in an effort to maintain social peace.

But since its oil income began to plunge last
year, the government’s budget deficit has widened

and the subsidies have become much harder for
Bahrain to afford. “We have already started cutting
subsidies and we are now looking at others - elec-
tricity, fuel, those are next year,” Zayed bin Rashed
Al-Zayani said on the sidelines of an investor con-
ference in Abu Dhabi. “It is being studied now,” he
said, adding that none of the oil-producing coun-
tries was immune to low prices. He did not provide
details, saying the government would release
them next year.

Governments around the Gulf have begun

restraining expenditure and studying whether to
cut subsidies, but most do not face as much pres-
sure as Bahrain, which lacks the huge financial
reserves of its neighbors. Bahrain’s revenues have
dropped 60-70 percent because of low oil prices,
Zayani said. Last month, Bahrain more than dou-
bled prices of beef and chicken as it removed meat
subsidies; local citizens but not foreigners will
receive some compensation in the form of cash
handouts. In April, the government raised the price
of natural gas sold to industry.

The kingdom is also looking at boosting rev-
enues by imposing charges on government servic-
es that are currently free or carry minimal fees,
Zayani said, adding that each ministry would do
this independently. As part of efforts to diversify its
economy beyond oil, Bahrain will in the first quar-
ter of 2016 unveil a new short-and medium-term
industrial strategy, now in the final stages of plan-
ning. “We are looking at more export-based indus-
tries to create employment and that can be accom-
modated with our current resources,” Zayani said. 

Dual-tranche bond
Also, the Kingdom of Bahrain has begun mar-

keting a dual-tranche US dollar-denominated
benchmark-sized bond, according to a source. The
issuer is seeking to sell a January 2021 bond at a
yield in the high 5% region, and a January 2026
bond at 7% area. Bank ABC, BNP Paribas, Citigroup,
HSBC and JP Morgan are running the 144A/Reg S
transaction, which is expected to be as early as
yesterday’s business. Bahrain is rated BBB- by
Standard & Poor’s and Fitch. —Agencies

Bahrain plans more subsidy cuts, new charges 
Revenues hit by slumping oil prices

TOKYO: A woman takes a look at orange on sale at a shop in Tokyo yesterday. One good sign in this week’s data on the gross domestic product (GDP - the total value of a nation’s goods and services) is that con-
sumer spending remains relatively strong. —AP

Saudi Shura endorses 
a tax plan on 

undeveloped land 
DUBAI: Saudi Arabia’s Shura Council, the body
that advises the government on legislation,
endorsed a tax on undeveloped land aimed at
encouraging development and solving a housing
crisis, the state-affiliated Al Riyadh newspaper
reported yesterday. Fees will be imposed as a per-
centage of the land’s value, the legislative body
decided, rejecting a cabinet proposal to limit fees
to 100 riyals per square meter, the newspaper said.
The legislation will be passed to the king this week
for his approval, it said, and the cabinet will set the
date of implementation.

Much urban land in the kingdom is owned by
wealthy individuals or companies which prefer
holding it as a store of value, or trading it for spec-
ulative profits, to the process of developing it. The
tax could change that and spur home building
activity. The government has been considering for
years whether to use taxes to push owners into
developing or selling such land. Many less well-off
Saudis cannot buy their homes or afford rising
rents. After social discontent prompted unrest
elsewhere in the Arab world in 2011, the then King
Abdullah announced a $67 billion plan to build
500,000 homes over several years, but bureaucracy
as well  as land shor tages have delayed the
scheme. —Reuters

ATHENS: Greece announced yesterday it
has struck a deal with its international credi-
tors to unblock some 12 billion euros in
much-needed bailout loans. “We have
reached agreement on everything, includ-
ing the 48 additional measures” that should
allow the 12 billion euros ($12.8 billion) to
be paid out on Friday, Finance Minister
Euclid Tsakalotos told reporters after
marathon talks. “This is good news,”
Eurogroup chief Jeroen Dijsselbloem said in
a statement released in Brussels, adding that
the funds would be paid once the Greek
parliament adopts fresh reforms on
Thursday.

“Upon the completion of the agreed con-
ditionality and the implemented legislation,
the Eurogroup stand ready to support the
disbursement,” he said. Greece in July
accepted a three-year, 86-billion-euro ($93-
billion) EU bailout that saved it from crash-
ing out of the euro-zone, but the deal came
with strict conditions. Athens has since
adopted a number of the unpopular reforms
but creditors have wanted it to do more.
Dijsselbloem, the Dutch finance minister,
said that “substantive agreement has been
reached on all outstanding issues” regarding

the current steps that Athens must take.
The agreement covers streamlining

home foreclosures, which the government

was reluctant to accept in order to ensure a
safety net for more vulnerable households.
A Greek government source said the com-

promise reached will protect around 60 per-
cent of indebted households from having
their primary residence seized. The Greek
government had sought to protect more
than 70 percent of families at risk of losing
their homes, while creditors had initially
been willing to exclude no more than 20
percent from seizure. The protections
against home seizures come with strict con-
ditions, with a review of procedures planned
for 2019, the source said.

The government is to submit the agreed
measures to parliament later for a vote
tomorrow, the minister said. Euro-zone offi-
cials are also expected to approve the agree-
ment later, ahead of a Friday decision to
unlock the funds. The funds include 10 bil-
lion euros to recapitalize beleaguered Greek
banks. After storming to power at the begin-
ning of the year on a program to free Greece
from the restrictions of bailout programs,
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras reversed course
and accepted a new financial lifeline. He
won fresh elections the deal triggered, call-
ing the bailout agreement a “painful com-
promise” and a “tactical retreat” that enabled
the country to avoid bankruptcy and stay in
the euro. —AFP

Greece secures deal to unlock 
12 billion euro bailout funds

ATHENS: Greek Finance Minister Euclid Tsakalotos arrives for a press confer-
ence at the Ministry in Athens yesterday.  —AFP



DUBAI: India’s finance minister said yesterday he
would prioritize growth over cutting the budget
deficit, urging critics in his ruling party and the politi-
cal opposition to back Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s economic reform agenda. Modi is seeking to
regain the initiative after a bruising election setback
in India’s third most populous state earlier this
month triggered a minor rebellion by elders in his
nationalist party. 

With parliament due to convene for its winter ses-
sion on Nov 26, the opposition has been embold-
ened by its gains in the eastern state of Bihar. Arun
Jaitley brushed aside the restive senior leaders in his
party, saying “people must have a sense of responsi-
bility when they speak.” He was speaking to Reuters
over breakfast at his hotel in Dubai during a visit to
attract investments from Middle Eastern sovereign
wealth funds.

Modi won India’s strongest general election man-
date in three decades in May 2014, but the Congress
party he vanquished has fought a successful rear-
guard action against his reforms in the upper house,
which represents India’s federal states. That has pre-
vented the passage of a national goods and services
tax (GST) - what would be the most ambitious tax
reform since independence in 1947. By unifying
Asia’s third-largest economy into a single market the
GST would add as much as two percentage points to

the economy, some have estimated.
Jaitley said the government was ready to discuss

all issues with the opposition to pass a key constitu-
tional amendment that would pave the way for the
GST to become law. “Without compromising on the
architecture itself, and keeping a general consensus
between the states and the centre in mind, I think a
discussion is reasonably possible,” he said, signaling
flexibility over a proposed state levy that some say
would make the tax complex to administer and
defeat its original aim of cutting red tape.

Growth first
India is the fastest-growing major economy in the

world, outpacing even China. Jaitley said he hoped
growth would exceed 7.3 percent in the fiscal year to
March, and had the potential to reach rates of 8-10
percent. In his budget, he estimated growth of 8.1 to
8.5 percent in the current fiscal year. The World Bank
has, meanwhile, forecast growth of 7.5 percent.

The government seeks faster growth to create
work for the one million young Indians who enter
the workforce every month.  With corporate and
bank balance sheets strained, the government
would prefer to channel buoyant tax receipts into
infrastructure spending rather than slash its deficit
target. “I would stick to my fiscal deficit target of 3.9
percent (of gross domestic product) this year and the

priority will be to spend whatever resources the gov-
ernment has within the fiscal deficit target,” said the
62-year-old lawyer, a member of Modi’s inner circle
and cabinet heavyweight. Jaitley declined to be
drawn on the fiscal deficit target that the govern-
ment would set at its next budget.

In addition to the GST, the government plans to
push ahead in the winter session of parliament with
reforms to bankruptcy law, changes to foreign direct
investment rules and a faster disputes resolution
mechanism for public contracts. Last week, the gov-
ernment eased foreign direct investment (FDI) rules
for 15 sectors. Courting deep-pocketed sovereign
wealth funds in the Middle East, Jaitley said he
expected the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority
(ADIA) to start investing in India soon and eventually
commit up to $75 billion.

ADIA’s first investment in India could be with
India’s National Investment and Infrastructure Fund,
a government vehicle set up in August with a man-
date to co-invest with strategic partners and own 49
percent of projects. “Long-term investors want to
ensure predictability, growth and returns. We also
need to have legal structures in place,” Jaitley said.
“India has now proved to the world its commitment
to reforms. India is growing faster than other emerg-
ing markets.  There is a stability and predictability of
the policy regime.”— Reuters
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EXCHANGE RATES

Bahrain Exchange Company

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.471
Indian Rupees 4.625
Pakistani Rupees 2.890
Srilankan Rupees 2.154
Nepali Rupees 2.885
Singapore Dollar 214.750
Hongkong Dollar 39.346
Bangladesh Taka 3.853
Philippine Peso 6.468
Thai Baht 8.488

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.363
Qatari Riyal 83.812
Omani Riyal 792.490
Bahraini Dinar 810.280
UAE Dirham 82.070

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 38.550
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 38.013
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.424
Tunisian Dinar 150.260
Jordanian Dinar 429.720
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.033
Syrian Lira 2.174
Morocco Dirham 30.865

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 304.950
Euro 326.300
Sterling Pound 464.290
Canadian dollar 229.290
Turkish lira 105.700
Swiss Franc 302.530
Australian dollar 217.430
US Dollar Buying 303.750

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.455760 0.464760
Czech Korune 0.003993 0.015993
Danish Krone 0.039464 0.044464
Euro 0.319331 0.327331
Norwegian Krone 0.030910 0.036110
Romanian Leu 0.073079 0.073079
Slovakia 0.009125 0.019125
Swedish Krona 0.030821 0.035821
Swiss Franc 0.294880 0.305080
Turkish Lira 0.101330 0.111630

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.207713 0.219213
New Zealand Dollar 0.190485 0.199985

America
Canadian Dollar 0.223091 0.231591
US Dollars 0.300850 0.305350

US Dollars Mint 0.301350 0.305350

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003516 0.004116
Chinese Yuan 0.046413 0.049913
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037255 0.040005
Indian upee 0.004416 0.004806
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002385 0.002565
Kenyan Shilling 0.002976 0.002976
Korean Won 0.000250 0.000265
Malaysian Ringgit 0.065943 0.071943
Nepalese Rupee 0.002922 0.003092
Pakistan Rupee 0.002744 0.003024
Philippine Peso 0.006417 0.006697
Sierra Leone 0.000066 0.000072
Singapore Dollar 0.210749 0.216749
South African Rand 0.015191 0.023691
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001805 0.002385
Taiwan 0.009176 0.009356
Thai Baht 0.008180 0.008730

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.801674 0.809674
Egyptian Pound 0.037507 0.040337
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000212 0.000272
Jordanian Dinar 0.426122 0.433622
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000152 0.000252
Moroccan Dirhams 0.022185 0.046185
Nigerian Naira 0.001262 0.001897
Omani Riyal 0.785657 0.791337
Qatar Riyal 0.083051 0.084264
Saudi Riyal 0.080683 0.081383
Syrian Pound 0.001293 0.001513
Tunisian Dinar 0.146180 0.154180
Turkish Lira 0.101330 0.111630
UAE Dirhams 0.082045 0.083194
Yemeni Riyal 0.001378 0.001458

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

CURRENCIES TELEX TRANSFER PER 1000
Australian Dollar 203.63
Canadian Dollar 233.24
Swiss Franc 307.65
Euro 330.39
US Dollar 304.95
Sterling Pound 463.23
Japanese Yen 2.51
Bangladesh Taka 3.902
Indian Rupee 4.599
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.160
Nepali Rupee 2.873
Pakistani Rupee 2.887
UAE Dirhams 0.08298
Bahraini Dinar 0.8104
Egyptian Pound 0.03789
Jordanian Dinar 0.4337
Omani Riyal 0.7919
Qatari Riyal 0.08408
Saudi Riyal 0.08128

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 305.200
Canadian Dollar 230.795
Sterling Pound 463.780
Euro 326.245
Swiss Frank 309.640
Bahrain Dinar 810.045
UAE Dirhams 83.390
Qatari Riyals 91.430

Saudi Riyals 82.110
Jordanian Dinar 430.055
Egyptian Pound 38.866
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.151
Indian Rupees 4.620
Pakistani Rupees 2.891
Bangladesh Taka 3.867
Philippines Pesso 6.470
Cyprus pound 581.315
Japanese Yen 3.465
Syrian Pound 2.615
Nepalese Rupees 3.885
Malaysian Ringgit 70.455
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 48.255
Thai Bhat 9.465
Turkish Lira 105.760

GOLD
20 gram 220.44
10 gram 112.92
5 gram 57.14

Rebuffing critics, Jaitley 
goes for growth, reform
Indian minister sticks to current fiscal deficit goal 

KUWAIT: KAMCO Investment
Company, a leading investment
company with one of the largest
AUMs in the region, and winner of
the prestigious Kuwait Asset
Manager of the Year Award 2015,
hosted an interactive job shadowing
day in collaboration with Injaz-
Kuwait. The event consisted of lec-
tures, activities and a certificate dis-
tribution ceremony for the 41
attending students.

Commerce students from the
Caramel Indian School were invited
to the job-shadowing event that
took place at the KAMCO offices in
Al Shaheed Tower, during which sev-
eral KAMCO employees representing
different departments explained the
responsibilities tied to their positions
within the company. The purpose of
the on-site visit was to inform the
students about the different depart-
mental duties and responsibilities,
while gaining insight into how spe-
cific roles operate within an invest-

ment company.  The presenters used
a combination of interactive lectures
and activities to engage the young
talented minds.

Faisal Hasan, KAMCO’s Chief
Business Development Officer,
emphasized the importance of col-
laborating with organizations such
as Injaz-Kuwait that take initiatives in
leading, supporting and educating
future generations. He said that early
preparation provides insight to the
younger generation that would posi-
tively affect our society in the future.
Hasan added, “Injaz-Kuwait skillfully
provides aspiring students with the
necessary tools and real-life experi-
ence they need in order to improve
their chances of having a successful
future ahead. We would like to rec-
ognize Injaz-Kuwait for their contin-
ual support towards local youth
development and the private sector.”

“We believe that the job-shadow-
ing event helps in providing the
young talented candidates with a

better understanding of our day to
day activities within the depart-
ments. They get a feel for some of
the daily duties we carry out within
KAMCO, while having the opportuni-

ty to ask an experienced employee.
We are pleased with the outcome of
the event and will continue to invest
our time and effort in corporate
social responsibility initiatives that
focus primarily on education and
local youth development,” added
Hasan. 

KAMCO actively participates and
sponsors various events that target
fresh graduates in search of talented
candidates that fit the company’s
criteria. KAMCO has participated in
sponsoring and hosting achieve-
ment ceremonies to recognize and
congratulate those who have suc-
cessfully completed their CFA certifi-
cation. The company also collabo-
rates with nonprofit organizations
to partake in the development of
the local education system, in order
to promote youth development.
These activities fall under KAMCO’s
corporate social responsibility agen-
da to support and improve the edu-
cation sector. 

Faisal Hasan, KAMCO’s Chief
Business Development Officer

KAMCO hosts job-shadowing day 
in collaboration with Injaz-Kuwait
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NORD: A plane of the low cost airline carrier EasyJet takes off at Lille-Lesquin airport in France. British no-frills airline Easyjet said yesterday that annual net
earnings jumped more than a fifth, buoyed by keen demand for city break holidays and business travel, alongside lower fuel costs. — AFP 

LONDON: British no-frills airline Easyjet
yesterday ordered 36 Airbus A320 jets
worth $3.8 billion (3.5 billion euros) at cata-
logue prices, after posting record annual
profits on keen demand. Easyjet said in a
results statement it will purchase 30 next-
generation fuel-efficient A320neo aircraft,
converting options that had been
announced back in 2013, and has added
another six firm orders for current-genera-
tion A320s. The 36 popular single-aisle
Airbus airplanes, which have 186 seats, are
for delivery between 2018 and 2021.
Easyjet, which is based in Luton north of
London, added that it would take more
options for 30 A320neo aircraft, taking its

total number of options to 100.
“Due to our continued robust trading,

high demand for easyJet flights and the
number of profitable opportunities we see
in our markets, we are pleased to have
secured an agreement with Airbus to take
delivery of an additional 36 A320 aircraft,”
the airline said in the statement. “These air-
craft will offer increased flexibility in fleet
planning, including the faster replacement
of some of our A319 aircraft, lower overall
unit costs and ensure Easyjet can continue
to grow past 2019 to support increasing
total shareholder returns.” Easyjet’s vast
Airbus order was unveiled alongside news
of soaring annual profits.

Pre-tax profit leapt 18 percent to a
record £686 million, buoyed by keen
demand for city break holidays and busi-
ness travel, and lower fuel costs. Pre-tax
earnings, which rose for the fifth year in a
row, were in the middle of the group’s fore-
cast range. “Our outlook for the longer
term is positive,” said chief executive
Carolyn McCall. “We expect demand in our
markets to be sustained and for Easyjet to
continue to be a winner in its markets.” She
added: “We continue to invest in profitable
growth, ensuring our digital advantage
and giving our customer good value
fares.”Net profits meanwhile rallied 22 per-
cent to £548 million in the year to the end

of September, compared with 2013/2014.
Passenger numbers rose six percent to

68.6 million people, and revenues swelled
3.5 percent to £4.686 billion. “Our markets
are strong, with favorable economic and
consumer trends,” the airline said in the
statement. “Our core leisure customer is
part of a market that is growing strongly
every year as people take more holidays
and city breaks, complemented by a busi-
ness travel market that prizes both flexibili-
ty and value.” The single aisle A320neo is
designed to produce fuel savings of some
20 percent per seat compared with current
generation jetliners and they have greater
range. — AFP 

Easyjet’s profit soars
UK no-frills airline places $3.6 billion Airbus order 

Iran plans to increase the 
production of natural gas 

DUBAI: Iran plans to increase its production of natu-
ral gas to more than 1 billion cubic meters (bcm) a
day in the next two and a half years, Oil Minister Bijan
Zanganeh was quoted as saying yesterday. Speaking
at a news conference ahead of next week’s meeting
of the Gas Exporting Countries Forum (GECF) in
Tehran, Zanganeh also said Iran was ready to export
gas to neighboring Iraq. “According to our plans, in
the next two and a half years the country’s gas pro-
duction will increase to more than 1,000 million cubic
meters a day,” Zanganeh was quoted as saying by the
Oil Ministry’s news agency Shana. “We are ready to
export gas to Iraq ... the total will be more than 50
million cubic metres a day,” he added. Iran’s gas pro-
duction, excluding flared and re-injected gas, more
than doubled to 160.5 bcm by 2012 from 75 bcm in
2002. Iran has huge gas reserves. It exports small
quantities to Turkey but has been unable to increase
production quickly enough to meet its own demand
and northern Iran relies heavily on gas imports from
Turkmenistan, especially for heating in winter. 

News
i n  b r i e f

South Africa, US agree on 
terms for poultry imports

CAPE TOWN: South Africa has signed an agreement with
the United States to resume import of 65,000 tons of
chicken each year, which had become bogged down over
health concerns, the government said on Tuesday. The
veterinary trade protocol comes after the US threatened
to suspend trade benefits for South African farm products
earlier this month, in retaliation against the clamp down
on poultry imports. South Africa has been concerned that
an outbreak of avian flu in the United States which killed
nearly 50 million birds could pose animal and human
health risks to Africa’s most advanced economy. “We are
on track to resolving the outstanding issues related to
beef and meat. The chicken protocol shows we are mov-
ing in the right direction,” South Africa’s Department of
Trade and Industry spokesman Sidwell Medupe said,
adding that outstanding issues will be finalized by Dec 31.
The pact the two countries signed is part of the African
Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), a US program
designed to help African exporters. The agreement would
see the United States emerge as one of the top poultry
exporters to South Africa. 

Hefty fine on MTN remains: 
Nigeria telecoms regulator 

ABUJA: Nigeria’s telecoms regulator has said a $5.2 billion
fine imposed on South Africa’s MTN remains valid until
talks with the company are concluded. Africa’s biggest
mobile phone operator was handed the penalty for failing
to deactivate 5.1 million unregistered SIM cards in breach
of a Nigeria Communications Commission (NCC) order.
MTN said on Monday-the initial deadline for payment-that
it had won a respite on the payment until the outcome of
talks.  The NCC confirmed the deadline extension and that
MTN had admitted the breach in a letter and “pleaded for
leniency”. “The Commission has acknowledged this and is
looking into their plea without any prejudice to the fine,” it
added. “ The fine remains but the appeal and other
engagements with MTN may affect the payment deadline.”
The fine on MTN Nigeria was imposed “in the interest of
the public which has been at the receiving end of security
challenges”, the NCC added. “National interest is para-
mount because when lives are lost they cannot be
replaced,” the regulator said in its first formal statement on
the issue.  At least 17,000 people have been killed since
2009 and 2.6 million forced from them homes in Boko
Haram violence that has increasingly hit Nigeria’s neigh-
bors Cameroon, Chad and Niger. 

China inks $15 billion 
Argentina nuke deal 

BEIJING: A Chinese state-owned company will finance
and build two nuclear power plants in Argentina, the
enterprise said, in a deal estimated to be valued at
nearly $15 billion. China National Nuclear Corp will
work with Argentina’s state-owned company
Nucleoelectrica to build the South American nation’s
fourth and fifth reactors, CNNC said Monday in a state-
ment posted on its website. The agreement was
reached over the weekend at the G20 summit in
Turkey. The Argentine government estimates the proj-
ect will require $15 billion in financing, Economy
Minister Axel Kicillof said in a statement issued by the
country’s Ministry of Planning announcing the deal.
China will provide a portion of the financing for the
projects through investment and bank loans at prefer-
ential rates, according to the official statement. One
reactor will use Canadian heavy-water technology,
while the other will feature China’s locally developed
Hualong One reactor, CNNC said. 

BRUSSELS: Italy, Lithuania, Austria
and Spain risk breaking European
Union  rules with their 2016 budget
plans, the European Commission said
yesterday, while France might also not
meet some of the fiscal targets set out
by EU finance ministers. It said, howev-
er, that the costs of Europe’s migrant
and refugee crisis would be treated as
a special case. The Commission, the EU
executive arm, checks draft budget
plans of euro-zone countries every
year to see if they are in line with the
Stability and Growth Pact, which sets
rules for EU budgets.

The rules say a government has to
keep the headline budget shortfall
below 3 percent of GDP and strive to
balance its books in structural terms -
excluding one-off revenues and
spending and the effects of the busi-
ness cycle. To be in line with the rules,
each year governments must reduce
their structural deficit by at least 0.5
percent of GDP until they are close to
balance or in surplus. The Commission
pointed the finger this year at Italy,
Lithuania, Austria and Spain. “The
draft budgetary plans of these coun-
tries might result in a significant devi-
ation from the adjustment paths
towards the medium-term objective,”
its said.

France’s 2016 draft budget was
broadly compliant, the Commission
said, because the headline deficit was
as required. But France is under a disci-
plinary EU process, called the exces-

sive deficit procedure, for having a
budget gap higher than 3 percent of
GDP. EU finance ministers set annual
fiscal consolidation targets for coun-
tries under this procedure. The
Commission said Paris was at risk of
missing these targets. “In the case of
France, while the recommended head-
line deficit target is projected to be
met in 2016, the (draft budget) con-
tains risks as regards compliance ... as
the fiscal effort is projected to fall sig-
nificantly short of the recommended
level, according to all metrics,” the
Commission said.

It said that it asked the French
authorities to take the “necessary
measures within the national budget-
ary process” so that the 2016 budget is
in line with EU rules. Without changes
in current policies, France is also
expected to have a deficit above the 3
percent limit in 2017, in breach of
agreed targets, the Commission esti-
mated. Brussels’ analysis of France’s
budget was carried out before the
Paris attacks of last weekend. Spain,
which faces elections in December,
was in bigger trouble. “The draft budg-
et plan... was found to pose a risk of
non-compliance with the require-
ments for 2016. In particular, neither
the recommended fiscal effort nor the
headline deficit target for 2016 is fore-
cast to be achieved,” the Commission
said confirming an opinion issued in
October.

It said it had asked Madrid to make

sure the budget would comply with
EU rules and asked for a updated draft
as soon as possible. Italy’s draft budg-
et plan is also at risk of non-compli-
ance with EU fiscal rules, the
Commission said in a statement, urg-
ing Italy to take “the necessary meas-
ures within the national budgetary
process to ensure that the 2016 budg-
et will be compliant”. The Commission
will decide in May whether Italy can
be granted some budget leeway for
investments and structural reforms.

Migrant impact
It also said that the budget costs of

the migrant crisis would be treated as
an exceptional circumstance and not
counted into the deficit calculations,
but concessions will be made only
after actual expenses are properly
assessed. Italy, Greece, Austria and
Germany are all dealing with hun-
dreds of thousands of asylum seekers
from the Middle East and Africa who
are fleeing conflicts and poverty in
their countries. The Commission said
it would monitor the situation closely
to determine what was eligible and
ensure that it did not impact 2015 and
2106 budget enforcement. Overall,
the aggregate euro zone budget
deficit is to shrink to 1,7 percent in
2016 from 1.9 percent in 2015. Debt is
also to fall slightly to just below 90
percent of GDP. The Commission said
this represented a neutral fiscal
stance. —  Reuters

Four euro-one nations 
risk breaking EU rules 

Govts urged to keep budget shortfall below 3% of GDP

PORTO: A woman waits for costumers to buy her wares at the Silo car boot flea market in Porto. Portugal has expe-
rienced zero growth in the third quarter after a 0.5% rise in GDP in the first two quarters, due to a decrease in
investment, the National Statistics Institute (Ine) said. — AFP 

Investor sentiment
rebounds in Germany

after consecutive falls 
BERLIN: Investor sentiment in Germany rebounded in
November after seven consecutive falls thanks to still
resilient economic data from Europe’s top economy, a
leading survey said yesterday. The investor confidence
index calculated by the ZEW economic institute rose to
10.4 points from just 1.9 points a month earlier, the
think tank said in a statement. “The outlook for the
German economy is brightening towards the end of the
year,” said ZEW president Professor Clemens Fuest in a
statement. “Economic pessimism appears not to have
increased after the terror attacks in Paris,” he added,
pointing to data received since Friday night’s jihadist
killings, the worst ever terror attacks on French soil.

“ The currently high level of consumption in
Germany, the recent decline in the external value of the
euro, and the ongoing recovery in the United States are
likely to bolster the robust development of the German
economy.” For the survey, ZEW questions analysts and
institutional investors about their current assessment of
the economic situation in Germany, as well as their
expectations for the coming months. The sub-index
measuring financial market players’ view of the current
economic situation in Germany was largely unchanged,
declining slightly by 0.8 points to 54.4 points, ZEW said.

Carsten Brzeski, chief economist at ING-DiBa, said
the data was a sign of “some light at the end of the
tunnel”.  He said ahead of the next European Central
Bank rate-setting meeting, “the hope for new ECB
action in December and consequently a weaker euro
have clearly improved investors’ optimism”.  The
Germany economy was currently mainly consumption-
driven, amid low global oil prices, Brzeski added.
“Consumers see their disposable income increasing
and-backed by strong employment figures, higher
nominal wages and low interest rates-are finally
spending it,” he wrote in a note. — AFP 

France warns ‘it
will not meet EU
deficit targets’

PARIS: France warned yesterday it won’t meet its EU deficit obliga-
tions as it steps up spending on security in the wake of the Paris
terror attacks. With the government planning to hire an additional
8,500 law enforcement officers, France’s EU-agreed spending limits
“will certainly be exceeded as these resources ... won’t be taken
from other budgets,” Prime Minister Manuel Valls told France Inter
radio.

“We have to do this and Europe should understand this,” he
said. “It is also time that the EU, the European Commission, under-
stand today that this battle concerns France, and also Europe.”
France has already stepped up strikes on Islamic State, which
claimed the Friday attacks, bombing the group’s stronghold of
Raqa in northern Syria, and has asked for military support from its
EU partners. EU defense ministers quickly backed the request for
military assistance and commission officials signaled leniency on
budget rules.

“The rules of the stability pact do not stop member states from
defining their priorities. We understand that the priority is security,”
EU Economic Affairs Commissioner Pierre Moscovici told a news
conference. The EU’s stability pact obliges member states to keep
their public deficits under 3.0 percent of gross domestic product.
Euro-zone states with excessive deficits are subject to fines if they
are not making substantial efforts to bring them back down.
France, which hasn’t been able to bring its public deficit back
under the three percent limit since the global financial crisis struck
in 2008, had agreed with the EU to reduce the deficit to 3.8 per-
cent of GDP this year, 3.3 percent in 2016 and 2.7 percent in 2017.

Moscovici, the former French finance minister, said the tough
budgetary rules imposed by Brussels after the euro-zone debt cri-
sis were “neither rigid nor stupid, they are capable of dealing with
situations. “It is in that spirit that we are in discussions with the
French government.” President Francois Hollande also announced
Monday that France would hire additional law enforcement offi-
cers as it seeks to confront the increased security threat, and can-
celled the elimination of 9,200 posts in the military that the coun-
try had been scheduled to make by 2019. — AFP 



B U S I N E S S
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2015

LONDON: Global shares gained convincingly
yesterday, clawing back all the ground lost the
previous day as investors bet that Friday’s
attacks on Paris would have little lasting impact
on the economy. With less nervy markets refo-
cusing on the diverging outlooks between the
United States, where an interest rate rise is
expected next month, and a euro-zone set for
still looser monetary policy, the euro fell to a
seven-month trough against a broadly stronger
dollar.

Oil prices dipped after early gains, as the
spotlight returned to a global oversupply in
crude and petroleum products, with gains

made after the Paris attacks and subsequent
French air strikes in Syria fading. Having hit a
six-week high on Monday, the widely tracked
CBOE volatil ity index, or “fear gauge”, fell
almost 10 percent. European shares were also
helped by encouraging updates from compa-
nies such as the world’s second-biggest recruit-
ment company Randstad and Germany ’s
United Internet.

The FTSEurofirst 300 index was up 1.8 per-
cent at 1,486.45 points by 0901 GMT after clos-
ing 0.2 percent higher in the previous session.
French shares were up 1.7 percent, after falling
0.1 percent on Monday following the attacks

that killed more than 120 people. “European
equity markets are catching the tailwind from
the US after a strong close yesterday,” said B
Capital Wealth Management Managing Director
Lorne Baring. “Investors are showing resilience
to the recent attacks in Paris despite mounting
worries over security in Europe.” Investors are
also eyeing the latest German ZEW economic
sentiment report due at 1000 GMT.

Copper plunges
Copper prices plunged to a fresh six-year

low below $4,600 per ton yesterday as techni-
cal dealings in Shanghai and worries about

demand from China, the world’s top con-
sumer, triggered another round of selling
in London. The dollar’s appreciation has
also buffeted industrial  metals as a
stronger US currency makes greenback-
denominated commodities more expen-
sive for buyers.

The euro dipped to $1.0656, its weak-
est since mid-April. Gains against the sin-
gle currency helped the dollar also reach
its highest in seven months against a bas-
ket of major currencies. “Even though
investors sold the euro (in the wake of the
Paris attacks), the decline could have been
a lot steeper,” wrote Kathy Lien, managing
director of FX Strategy for BK Asset
Management. MSCI’s broadest index of
Asia-Pacific shares outside Japan earlier
rose 1.7 percent, taking its cue from a
surge on Wall Street and bouncing from a

six-week low struck the previous day on
risk aversion. Shanghai stocks climbed 1.4
percent, while Japan’s Nikkei added 1.6
percent, brushing a three-month peak.

The yen, which usually moves in the
opposite direction to Japanese shares and
which tends to be sought in times of
geopolitical tension, edged towards a
three-month low against the dollar. That
followed data on Monday that showed
Japan, the world’s third-biggest economy,
relapsing into recession. Greek bond
yields hit their lowest in more than a year
and banking stocks rose about 10 percent
yesterday after the country’s finance min-
ister said Athens had reached an agree-
ment with its lenders on financial reforms.
Internationally traded Brent crude futures
LCOc1 rose towards $44.80 before drop-
ping back to $44.59 a barrel. — Reuters

LONDON: Gold prices slipped yester-
day, heading towards near six-year lows
as the dollar rose and stocks rebounded
from losses associated with Friday’s
attacks in Paris. Gold briefly rose on
Monday to its highest in a week at
$1,097.90 an ounce after the attacks
prompted a flight to safety among
investors, but it failed to maintain those
gains. The metal is now coming under
pressure from expectations that the
Federal Reserve is set to raise US inter-
est rates for the first time in nearly a
decade, lifting the opportunity cost of
holding non-yielding gold while boost-
ing the dollar.

Spot gold was down 0.2 percent at
$1,080.71 an ounce at 1032 GMT, while
US gold futures for December delivery
were down $3.30 an ounce at $1,080.30.
It is slipping back towards last week’s
low of $1,074.26 an ounce, its weakest
since February 2010. “We think gold
could go to $1,050 an ounce, if the Fed
goes ahead with a rate hike in
December,” Capital Economics analyst
Simona Gambarini said. “That’s the main
driver of the gold price, and the reason
why we’ve retraced to these levels. 

Global shares rose sharply yesterday,
clawing back all the ground lost the

previous day as investors bet that the
attacks on Paris would have little lasting
impact on the economy.  European
stocks rose more than 2 percent. As the
initial shock of the attacks abated,
investors once again focused their
attention on the prospect of diverging
monetary policy, with the United States
set to tighten and the euro zone
expected to loosen policy.

That has led to gains in the dollar,
which hit a seven-month high against
the euro yesterday. “We believe that
gold will face further headwinds in the
next few weeks as an extension of euro
zone quantitative easing is announced
in December, thus pushing up the dol-
lar against the euro and other major
currencies, and as the market fully
prices in a mid-December Fed rate rise,”
Mitsubishi said in a note. Among other
precious metals, silver and platinum
were both up 0.4 percent at $14.28 an
ounce and $863.75 an ounce respec-
tively. Palladium was down 0.7 percent
at $544.10 an ounce. Platinum was
extending gains for a second day, after
snapping 12 days of losses on Monday.
The metal,  however, remains near
Monday’s near seven-year low of $851
an ounce. —  Reuters

Gold slips; Fed in focus
Gold eases back to $1,080/oz 

Global shares, dollar rally; markets shrug off Paris attacks

TOKYO: A man scratches his head as he looks at an electronic stock board of a securi-
ties firm in Tokyo yesterday. Asian stock markets bounced back yesterday as
investors looked past the last week’s attacks in Paris. — AP 

LONDON: Oil prices eased yesterday,
reversing the previous day’s gains, as
the risk premium stemming from the
Paris attacks faded, and the focus
returned to the global oversupply in
crude and petroleum products.
Analysts said that despite the Paris
attacks and French retaliation against
Islamic State (IS) in Syria, prices would
remain low for the rest of the year
and into 2016 as oil markets stay
oversupplied. Production in 2015 will
outpace demand by 700,000 to 2.5
million barrels per day, according to
estimates. “Today, it ’s back to the
drawing board. The market is still
oversupplied and yesterday was an
adjusting of positions after these
dreadful events,” PVM Oil Associates
analyst Tamas Varga said.

“Unless the geopolitical tensions,
which have obviously risen since
Friday, are going to be manifested in
physical supply destruction in the
Middle East, I think sentiment should
remain more bearish than bullish.”
Brent crude futures were down 13
cents at $44.43 a barrel by 1122 GMT,
having closed up 2 percent on
Monday. Front-month US crude
futures were down 34 cents at $41.40
a barrel.  The premium of Brent
futures over their US equivalent nar-
rowed to around $1.94 a barrel, from
closer to $4 at the start of the month.
Many speculators are preparing for
further price falls.

Most open interest in options
expiring in December is clustered

around put options - which give the
holder the right, but not the obliga-
tion, to sell Brent futures - at $40 a
barrel. “The well-supplied crude mar-
ket, record-high inventories in OECD
(countries that are part of the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development) and
lack of a material threat to the oil
facilities in the Middle East from the
military escalation against IS in Syria
are going to prevent geopolitical pre-
miums building in oil prices,” BMI
Research said.

Lower for longer 
Money managers cut their net

long US crude futures and options
positions to the lowest in three
months during the week to Nov 10,
the US Commodity Futures Trading
Commission (CFTC) said on Monday.
The speculator group cut its com-
bined futures and options position in
New York and London by 27,456 con-
tracts to 127,351 during the period.
US crude oil prices have now been
lower than $50 per barrel for longer
than they were during the height of
the global credit crunch in late
2008/2009, and the forward curve
also shows less price increase today
than it did then. “It reflects the ‘lower
for longer’ thesis and expectation
that it is likely to be a slower rebal-
ancing process than initially antici-
pated,” said Virendra Chauhan, oil
analyst at Energy Aspects in
Singapore. —  Reuters

Brent oil eases 
Focus returns to global oversupply



NEW YORK: Morgan Stanley, better known for under-
writing bonds than for retail banking, plans to offer sav-
ings accounts and certificates of deposits next year to
wring more profit from its wealth management clients,
executives said. The bank has offered checking
accounts and credit cards for years, but it is launching
more consumer banking products and giving brokers
bonuses if clients use them. The goal is to win more of
the assets that customers keep at rivals such as
JPMorgan Chase & Co or Bank of America Corp.  

Right now, just 1 percent of Morgan Stanley’s more
than 3.5 million wealth management clients actively
use its retail banking products. “You shouldn’t have to
deal with two or three financial institutions,” said Eric
Heaton, president of Morgan Stanley US Banks, in an
interview with Reuters. “Just deal with us.” Morgan
Stanley has no plans to build retail bank branches, and
will instead rely on its 16,000 brokers to sell the new
products.

The effort may leave it looking a little more like a
conventional bank, a move that regulators have been
encouraging since the crisis. Its chief rival, Goldman
Sachs Group Inc, took a similar step in August, when it
agreed to buy General Electric  Capital Bank’s online
deposit business. The move is also likely to boost the
bottom line - clients who actively use Morgan Stanley’s
banking products hold on average 7 percent more
assets at the firm than those who don’t.  The annual
fees that customers pay are often based on a percent-
age of the client’s assets at the firm.

That fee income tends to be relatively stable over
time compared with many investment banking busi-
nesses. The importance of stable results was driven
home for the bank’s investors last month when it
released third quarter earnings that showed revenue in
its bond trading business plunging 42 percent, exclud-
ing an accounting adjustment that investors often
ignore, while revenue in its wealth unit, which includes
brokerage fees, interest income, and other items, fell
just 3.5 percent.

Trading losses
Morgan Stanley’s fee income and commissions have

been falling since the beginning of 2014, which the
bank has made up for by generating more revenue
from areas including lending. After multi-billion dollar
trading losses brought Morgan Stanley uncomfortably
close to failure during the financial crisis, the bank
agreed to buy Citigroup’s Smith Barney business in
pieces starting in 2009, turning its retail brokerage busi-
ness from being an afterthought into the source of
about half the bank’s revenue.

Goldman, by contrast, remains much more heavily
reliant on bond trading, stock underwriting, and other
traditional investment banking businesses to drive its
bottom line.  Investors seem to be siding with Goldman
Sachs now - its shares trade at about 1.15 times their
book value, an accounting measure of their net value,
while Morgan Stanley’s trade at about their book value.

Lofty goal
In addition to fee income, banking products offer

more deposit funding for Morgan Stanley, which regu-
lators view positively. During a financial crisis depositors
are less likely than corporate bond investors and other
lenders to flee when trouble is brewing in markets or at
a bank. When rates rise, deposit funding is often cheap-
er than other forms of borrowing. Morgan Stanley now
has around $139 billion of deposits in its bank unit and
is aiming to get up to $200 billion in the next several
years. To help its effort, it has assembled a team of card
and payment executives, many of who led similar busi-
nesses at Merrill Lynch. Tom Duffy, who heads banking
services within wealth management, says his product
development team has more than doubled to around
34 since he joined the bank in 2011.  Morgan Stanley’s
overall deposits, at around $147 billion, fund a much
smaller portion of its balance sheet than most other
banks - its deposits equal about 18 percent of assets,
compared with more than 50 percent for both
JPMorgan Chase and Bank of America. Winning more
client assets may not be easy, analysts noted.

“It’s a lofty goal to be the primary bank for every one
of their wealth management clients,” said Glenn Schorr,
an analyst with Evercore ISI. But even if the bank wins
just a sliver of business from customers, Morgan Stanley

will be better off, he said. Some financial advisers also
question whether they will be able to push their clients,
who may prefer to conduct their everyday banking at a
traditional bank branch, into changing their daily
behavior. “Five or six years ago, the whole banking
effort at Morgan Stanley was very embryonic - we were
playing catch up in the space,” said Greg Fleming,
Morgan Stanley’s president of wealth management.
“We’ve been gearing up for this over the last few years
and building out our technology, which is why this is
more of a 2016 initiative.”

Retail banking 
The technology Fleming referred to includes on-line

banking and mobile banking software. Boosting retail
banking products will help to expand wealth manage-
ment’s profit margins. Last quarter, the pre-tax margin
in the wealth business rose to 23 percent, at the lower
end of the bank’s long-term goals, and in line with Bank
of America’s wealth unit over the same period. In addi-
tion to adding executives to Duffy’s product develop-
ment team, Morgan Stanley hired eight cash manage-
ment specialists and sent them to 60 wealth manage-
ment offices around the country earlier this year to train
financial advisors and their support staff about the
firm’s different cash management products. —  Reuters

SYDNEY: Australian carrier Qantas yesterday got
shot of its “junk” status when Standard & Poor’s
lifted its rating from ‘BB+’ to the prized invest-
ment grade ‘BBB-’ as the airline bounces back
from a tough few years. The upgrade of Qantas’
long-term corporate credit and issue rating
comes after the airline completed a profit turn-
around this year, supported by lower fuel prices,
and adopted a more conservative financial
framework.

“We view this framework to be materially
more prudent and creditor-friendly than previ-
ously announced policies,” S&P credit analyst
Graeme Ferguson said in a statement. “Qantas’
revised financial framework is more formal, for-
ward-looking, and preemptive. It places greater
emphasis on acting preemptively to protect the
balance sheet when the airline anticipates peri-
ods of financial stress.” The ratings agency down-
graded Qantas to “junk” in December 2013 after
the airline issued a shock profit warning and
announced job losses as it struggled with record
high fuel costs and fierce competition from rivals.

But the carrier roared back into the black in

August, posting a stunning turnaround of for-
tunes driven by aggressive cost-cutting. It
booked a Aus$557 million annual net profit in
the year to June 30, 2015 a sharp recovery from a
net loss of Aus$2.84 billion in the previous corre-
sponding period. Qantas chief executive Alan
Joyce said the assessment was “a welcome
endorsement of the hard work we’ve been
doing”. “Our focus has been getting the business
to an optimal capital position and to keep it there
throughout the cycle,” he said in a statement.

In announcing its annual results in August,
Qantas said its cost-cutting program had helped
save Aus$894 million over the year and allowed it
to pay down debt, while lower fuel prices also
helped bolster the bottom line. The reversal in
fortunes appeared to vindicate its strategy to
slash Aus$2.0 billion in costs, cut routes, freeze
growth at Asian offshoot Jetstar and axe 5,000
jobs to help counter a price war with domestic
rival Virgin Australia. Qantas shares, which have
rallied strongly over the past 12 months, jumped
5.35 percent to Aus$3.74 yesterday in an overall
rising market. — AFP 
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CLARKSDALE: Fields along the Mississippi River Delta
once gleamed white in the autumn with acre upon acre
of cotton ready to be picked. But to see the decline of a
cash crop once nicknamed “King Cotton” one need look
no further than the 300 acres that Michael Shelton
farms in Clarksdale, Mississippi, about 75 miles down
river from Memphis.

The fields were recently cleared of wheat and soy-
beans, and just one long row of cotton, which Shelton,
65, said he planted “for memory.” “I wanted to say I
planted cotton every year,” said Shelton, who is black
and whose property includes the 40 acres his ancestors
acquired in the late 19th century, not long after the
abolition of slavery. With cotton prices near their lowest
in six years, Shelton is far from alone in cutting back on
the crop. US farmers this year planted the fewest acres
of cotton since 1983, according to US Department of
Agriculture data. 

In the southern states of Mississippi, Tennessee,
Alabama and Arkansas, once the heart of cotton coun-
try, growers expect to harvest some of their smallest
crops since the year after the US Civil War ended,
according to the oldest government data available. It’s
not just low prices driving down cotton planting. This
year marks the first the US cotton farmers are getting
by without a subsidy program that had long been the
subject of a trade dispute between Washington and
Brazil. For Shelton, the only one of eight siblings to go
into farming, that is just the latest in a long line of hits
his business has taken. “One thing I’ve found lately is it’s

become an expensive business,” Shelton said.

‘Not your father’s farm bill’
Many of the United States’ remaining 18,000 cotton

farms - a number that’s fallen by half in less than 20
years - see themselves on the losing end of that long
skirmish at the World Trade Organization. Washington
paid $300 million to Brazil to settle the subsidy squab-
ble and agreed to stop subsidy payment programs to
cotton farms that totaled about $576 million in fiscal
2013, according to Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates. The farm law that passed last year phased out
payments to farmers of many crops, leaving growers
more exposed to market conditions.

US Senator Debbie Stabenow of Michigan of the
Senate Committee on Agriculture and Nutrition
described the shift as “not your father’s farm bill.” “The
political climate has changed, that’s hurt cotton’s stand-
ing,” said John Robinson, an agricultural economist with
Texas A&M University. “The old world doesn’t exist.
That’s gone with the wind.” It has left some farmers feel-
ing exposed to low prices and the potential of rising
debt levels, ultimately raising the prospect of further
exodus from the fiber in areas where growers can grow
food crops such as corn, wheat and soybeans. Don
Shurley, a cotton economist with the University of
Georgia said the problem was an economic one: “Can
cotton remain profitable to keep farmers growing it
and stay in business?”

With the price of cotton running at about 60 cents

per pound, down 35 percent from 2014 highs, many
farmers are finding it is costing them more to grow the
crop than they earn. Falling demand has also taken a
toll, with global consumption down 9 percent from a
peak of 122.5 million bales nine years ago. The indus-
try’s most pervasive worry ultimately is not cost, but
consumption. Cotton has struggled to recover demand
lost amid price spikes in 2008, 2010, and 2011, which
drove consumers towards clothes made of other fibers,
such as polyester and nylon.

‘Small guy can’t survive’
Other Southern cotton farmers have coped with the

long slide in prices by planting ever more acres, follow-
ing the lead of their Midwestern counterparts who
plant corn and wheat, and eke out slightly more profit
from larger-scale operations. Ronnie Lee, of Dawson,
Georgia, has taken the large-scale route. Since starting
out farming 35 acres in 1987, he and now his three sons
have steadily grown their operation to 30 times the size
of Shelton’s.  Today they plant some 9,000 acres of
owned and leased land, as well as picking cotton for
others with their three $600,000 mechanical pickers,
operating a crop-dusting service and running a gin that
will pack as many as 90,000 bales of cotton this year.
Despite the size, Lee emphasizes that his business is still
a family farm. “We’re a true family farming operation,” he
said during a rare lunch break on a recent rainy after-
noon. “Why do I have to be small to be a family opera-
tion? A small guy today can’t survive.”—Reuters

ADDIS ABABA: In Ethiopia, where state
spending rather than private enterprise has
been the driving force behind double-digit
economic growth, tech entrepreneurs like
Araya Lakew feel stuck in the slow lane. Five
years ago, the 34-year-old spotted a niche for
a website matching buyers and sellers of sec-
ond-hand cars in a nation where prices often
rise even as vehicles age because of high tar-
iffs on imports. His website, Mekina.net,
receives 316,000 hits a month and adds 20
cars a day to its sales list but he has struggled
to expand beyond the capital because of poor
Internet penetration and a ropey mobile net-
work run by state monopoly Ethio Telecom.

“We are only touching a tiny surface of the
market,” Araya said. “We try to optimize what
we have as there are a lot of obstacles to
growth.” In a nation where the authorities have
little tolerance of criticism, Ethiopian entrepre-
neurs are reluctant to blame the government
or its agencies for the challenges they face. But
economists say the state’s tight grip and a list
of restrictions on where private business and
foreigners can invest risk stifling tech and oth-
er start-ups that will be vital for creating jobs
and driving innovation.

“The way things stand, this sector may not
survive,” said Markos Lemma, co-founder of

iceaddis, a technology hub in Addis Ababa
that supports entrepreneurs. “Ethiopia is leav-
ing out a huge talent-based opportunity.”
Telecoms services are in the hands of the state,
while foreigners are barred from retail and
banking. Entrepreneurs struggle for funds as
banks have to invest the equivalent of 27 per-
cent of their loan portfolio in low-yielding
state development bonds, leaving less for pri-
vate lending.

Araya said private equity firms had shown
interest in his plans. “But they are put off by
the regulations,” he said. Ethiopians only need
look south to Kenya to see what a more free-
wheeling approach could deliver in a nation
where telecoms firms and Internet providers
are in private hands. Two thirds of Kenya’s 45
million people had Internet access as of March
2015, while in Ethiopia, a nation of more than
95 million, it was just 2.9 percent at the end of
2014, figures compiled by private firm Internet
World Stats showed.

Keeping a grip
In terms of innovation, Kenya’s biggest

operator, Safaricom , partly owned by Britain’s
Vodafone, pioneered a system in 2007 that
allows Kenyans to pay bills or receive funds on
the simplest of mobile phones. M-Pesa swept

across Kenya, where few people have formal
bank accounts, and has been mimicked across
Africa. But in Ethiopia, similar ‘mobile money’
systems are less than two years old and cash is
still king. “That is a major issue for us,” said
Feleg Tsegaye, founder of Deliver Addis,
Ethiopia’s first online food delivery service,
adding that mobile payments would make his
service more efficient. “We are currently not at
that level yet.” Mobile users complain that
even basic telephone coverage is poor and
Internet speeds are sluggish even in the capi-
tal, although Ethio Telecom is rolling out faster
services.

But the government shows no sign of eas-
ing its grip, citing economic growth that is on
track to exceed 10 percent this year, one of the
fastest in Africa. It says profits from Ethio
Telecom are ploughed back into a range of
infrastructure projects, such as railways. The
firm generated revenues of 21.5 billion birr
($1.03 billion) in fiscal 2014/15 and gross profit
of 14.5 billion birr. “Profit is not a measure or a
yardstick for our decision but rather its devel-
opmental impact,” Deputy Prime Minister
Debretsion Gebremichael, who is also Minister
of Communications and Information
Technology, told Reuters.

On a continent with poor transport and

clogged city streets, Addis Ababa opened
Sub-Saharan Africa’s first urban metro system
this year and is building an extensive national
rail network. The government says no private
firm would show the same interest as the state

does in providing mobile coverage across
sparsely populated regions of a nation where
annual income per capita is just $550, well
below the Sub-Saharan average, according to
World Bank figures.— Reuters

Ethiopian entrepreneurs struggle as command economy soars
Heavy hand of state seen stifling innovation

Once a ‘King,’ cotton farming 
on a long decline in US south

Cotton prices hit lowest in six years

WASHINGTON: US consumer prices
increased in October after two straight
months of declines as the cost of goods and
services rose, signs of firming inflation that
further support expectations that the Federal
Reserve will raise interest rates next month.
The Labor Department said yesterday its
Consumer Price Index increased 0.2 percent
last month, reversing September’s 0.2 percent
drop. In the 12 months through October, the
CPI advanced 0.2 percent after being
unchanged in September. The modest
increase in prices was in line with expectations
and suggests that the drag on inflation from a
strong dollar and lower oil prices was starting
to ease. Signs of stabilization in prices after a
recent downward spiral are likely to be wel-
comed by Fed officials and give them some
confidence that inflation will gradually move
toward the central bank’s 2.0 percent target.
Inflation has persistently run below target.

In the wake of a robust October employ-
ment report, the US central bank is expected
to raise its benchmark overnight interest rate
from near zero at its Dec 15-16 meeting. There
is hope tightening labor market conditions,

characterized by a jobless rate now in a range
that some Fed officials view as consistent with
full employment, will put upward pressure on
wages and drive inflation toward its target.
The dollar rose modestly against a basket of
currencies after the data, while prices for US
Treasuries extended losses. US interest rate
futures implied a 70 percent chance of a
December rate hike, up from 68 percent on
Monday, according to CME Group’s FedWatch.

The so-called core CPI, which strips out
food and energy costs, gained 0.2 percent
after a similar rise the prior month.  Rents and
medical costs accounted for much of the
increase in the core CPI last month. In the 12
months through October, the core CPI
increased 1.9 percent after rising by the same
margin in September. The Fed tracks the per-
sonal consumption expenditures price index,
excluding food and energy, which is running
below the core CPI. The dollar’s 18 percent rise
against the currencies of the United States’
main trading partners since June 2014 has
made imported goods less expensive, weigh-
ing on prices of goods such as apparel and
automobiles. — Reuters

US consumer prices 
index increase 0.2% 

NEW YORK: Photo shows the New York Stock Exchange. Global stock markets were mostly
higher yesterday, as investors looked past last week’s attacks in Paris.  — AP 

NAIROBI: A picture showing a mobile phone application offering a simplified
guide to child-birth in Ethiopia is displayed on top of an Ethiopian flag and
map. — AFP 

Qantas upgraded 
from junk to BBB- 

MELBOURNE: Photo shows a Qantas Boeing 747 in the skies above Melbourne.
Australian carrier Qantas yesterday, got shot of its ‘junk’ status when Standard &
Poor’s lifted its rating from ‘BB+’ to the prized investment grade ‘BBB-’ as the airline
bounces back from a tough few years. — AFP 

PITTSBURGH: A customer refuels her car at a Costco in Pittsburgh. US
consumer prices rose modestly in October, 2015 as low gasoline costs
and a strong dollar have suppressed inflation. — AP 

Morgan Stanley turns to stodgy 
bank accounts to boost its profit 



MIAMI: Judith Jean-Noel looks in a mirror as she shops for ear rings at the green market in downtown Miami. —AP
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ZURICH: The value of non-bank “shadow
banking” rose to some $80 trillion (74
trillion euros) last year, according to a
report by the Financial Stability Board
(FSB), which advises G20 states on bank-
ing reform and oversees regulation of
the global financial system. The report,
issued ahead of the upcoming G20s
summit in Antalya, said shadow banking
activities grew by $2 trillion across 2014
on a broad measure, representing some
80 percent of global GDP and 90 percent
of global financial system assets.

The FSB, an international body that
monitors and makes recommendations
about the global financial system to the

G20,  was set up six years ago after the
implosion of Lehman Brothers and  pub-
lishes annual reports into the parallel
banking system under its remit to pro-
mote internationally transparent finan-
cial stability. Shadow banking involves
credit intermediation outside traditional
banking, including hedge and invest-
ment funds.

The Switzerland-based body, chaired
by Mark Carney, governor of the Bank of
England, is also tasked with identifying
potential weak points in the global
financial system. The FSB said it has
devised a monitoring framework to track
shadow banking developments to

enable the identification of systemic
risks, “initiating corrective actions where
necessary.”The organization said this
year it has added a more narrowly-
focused “economic function” overview of
shadow banking for its annual monitor-
ing of the non-bank financial sector in
order to devise policy responses aimed
at risk mitigation.

The FSB, which works in conjunction
with national and international financial
regulators, estimated that under the
new, activity-based, narrow measure of
shadow banking, the sector was worth
$36 trillion in 2014, from $35 trillion in
2013 - equivalent to some 30 percent of

overall non-bank financial  sector assets
and 60 percent of the GDP of the 26 par-
ticipating jurisdictions.

‘Facilitate growth’ 
By comparison, the traditional bank-

ing sector was last year worth $135 tril-
lion, 6.4 percent up on 2013, adjusted for
exchange rate effects. For Carney, “non-
bank financing is a welcome additional
source of credit to the real economy. The
FSB’s efforts to transform shadow bank-
ing into resilient market-based finance,
through enhanced vigilance and mitigat-
ing financial stability risks, will help facili-
tate sustainable economic growth”.

But at the same time he stressed the
FSB needed to be vigilant in looking to
transform shadow banking into a robust
source of market finance and at a level of
risk which would not destabilize the
financial system.  Glenn Stevens, chair-
man of the FSB Standing Committee on
Assessment of Vulnerabilities said: “The
annual shadow banking monitoring
exercise is an important mechanism for
identifying potential financial system
vulnerabilities in the non-bank sector.
“The activities-based approach in this
year’s report enhances our understand-
ing of the evolving composition of this
sector and potential risks.” —AFP

‘Shadow banking’ hits $80 trillion: Regulator

LONDON: Industry sales figures
underlined Asda’s position as the
weakest performer among Britain’s
largest supermarket groups yester-
day, showing it remained under
severe pressure from the growth of
discounters Aldi and Lidl. Germany’s
Aldi and Lidl notched up a combined
10 percent share of the British gro-
cery market for the first time. All of
Britain’s big four supermarkets-mar-
ket leader Tesco, Asda, the British arm
of Wal-Mart, Sainsbury’s and
Morrisons-have been damaged by a
price war, waged to try to stem the
loss of shoppers to discounters, and
by the impact of commodity-led
deflation. 

Market researcher Kantar
Worldpanel said Asda’s sales fell 3.5
percent in the 12 weeks to Nov 8,
with its market share falling 0.7 per-
centage points year-on-year to 16.4

percent. Sales fell 2.5 percent and 1.7
percent at Tesco and Morrisons
respectively. In contrast, sales at Aldi
and Lidl soared 16.5 percent and 19.0
percent respectively. “The discounters
show no sign of stopping and with
plans to open hundreds of stores
between them, they’ll noticeably
widen their reach to the British popu-
lation,” said Kantar Worldpanel’s Fraser
McKevitt.  Analysts say Asda has par-
ticularly suffered because it has more
overlap with Aldi and Lidl in its north-
ern England heartland. Some also see
Asda as most vulnerable to improve-
ments at Tesco and Morrisons, both
of which have appointed new bosses
to lead turnarounds.

‘Nadir’
In August, Asda boss Andy Clarke

described a 4.7 percent slump in
second-quarter sales as the firm’s

“nadir” and talked of “green shoots”
in the early weeks of its third quar-
ter.  However, industry data has indi-
cated little improvement. Asda’s
third quarter to Sept. 30 results will
be reported later. Though Asda’s
sales are falling it has not reported
the profit declines and asset write-
offs suffered by all its listed British
rivals. Last month, however, parent
Wal-Mart did warn on profit blam-
ing higher spend on wages and e-
commerce and price cuts. Clarke,
the longest serving boss of Britain’s
major supermarket chains,
launched a five-year strategy in
2013 focused on lower prices, while
eschewing the money-off vouchers
touted by its rivals. Seeking to
improve trading, Clarke refined that
strategy last month, saying he
would accelerate investment in larg-
er stores and put expansion on hold

elsewhere. 
Last week Asda said it would not

participate in the Nov. 27 “Black
Friday” promotional day. Kantar
Worldpanel said sales growth in the
overall UK grocery market was just
0.5 percent, held back by a 1.7 per-
cent fall in prices over the period. Of
Britain’s “big four” grocers,
Sainsbury’s has shown the most
resilience to the discounters. It sales
rose 1.5 percent over the 12 weeks
and it registered the first market
share gain among any of the “big
four” since October 2014, - up 0.2
percentage points to 16.6 percent,
regaining its status as Britain’s num-
ber two supermarket. “This is the
fifth consecutive period of clear out-
performance by Sainsbury’s and this
seems to have coincided with Tesco’s
trading form weakening,” said ana-
lysts at Jefferies. —Reuters

Asda lags British supermarket 
rivals, discounters march on

Aldi and Lidl’s UK market share passes 10%

KUWAIT: Warba Bank has launched a new
partnership with Mohamed Naser Al-Sayer
Group, Toyota car dealership in Kuwait.
This partnership comes about to provide
the Bank’s customers with exclusive offers
on a variety of Toyota cars including new
models, discounts and other unique bene-
fits.   Through this partnership with
Mohamed Naser Al-Sayer Group, Warba
Bank strives to widen the scope of cus-
tomers’ options desiring to purchase their
favorite models of Toyota cars. Customers
can purchase any car they like from the
new 2015 and 2016 models. 

This offer from Toyota for Warba Bank’s
customers will be valid till December 31st
2015. The Bank will  continue to exert
efforts for providing customers with the
best financial services and solutions easily
and in Sharia Compliant manner. Through
this new partnership with Toyota Al-Sayer,
Warba Bank seeks to satisfy customer
needs. It provides them with benefits and
exclusive offers that commensurate with
their expectations and alleviate their finan-
cial burdens through car financing service. 

The partnership between Warba Bank
and Mohamed Naser Al-Sayer Group is a
great addition to a series of partnerships
recently established by Warba Bank with
leading agencies for global car brands
operating in Kuwait.  These partnerships
aim at providing customers with exclusive

offers to the Bank’s customers for better
serving them and widening the scope of
their choice in having modern cars which
represent a basic, vital and indispensable
commodity in our daily life. 

In addition to the Auto Financing
Service, Warba Bank will continue to pres-
ent its integrated, Islamic Sharia compliant
financing solutions such as the personal
financing services to “Murabaha” cus-
tomers reaching KD 70 thousand with
repayment period of up to 15 years. The
Bank continues in introducing innovative
and comprehensive banking solutions and
new services for getting closer to its cus-
tomers,  supporting their desires and
expanding the Bank’s financing portfolio
and market share through its distin-
guished solutions fulfilling the financing
needs. 

For more information on Warba Bank
new offer with Mohamed Naser Al-Sayer
Group on Toyota Cars and other services,
please contact our Call Center on 1825555,
visit any of the Bank branches, Bank offices
at car dealers. Our staff are there all time to
provide services and advices to the cus-
tomers and to explain the key benefits of
our financing solutions.  Customers are
also invited to follow Warba Bank on social
media platform Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram to find out our latest offers and
services and to provide any suggestions. 

KUWAIT: Warba Bank constantly works on
providing the best services and financing
solutions to its customers under the rules
of Islamic Sharia. The Bank aims at offering
the broadest available options to cus-
tomers for purchasing new cars and pro-
viding them with best offers along with
various car brands in partnerships with
several car dealers and agencies in Kuwait
giving customers a unique opportunity to
buy their favorite cars at cash price. 

Within this context, Warba Bank has
recently launched a new partnership with
the Chinese car manufacturer ‘GAC
Motors’ through its agent in Kuwait,
Mutawa & AlKazi. GAC Motors maintains
significant capabilities in the field of car
manufacturing with luxury specifications
that position the Company at competitive
edge in the global market. Through this
partnership, Warba Bank’s customers are
now able to purchase their favorite cars
from ‘GAC Motors’ with a financing service
for up to five years at the cash price.
Moreover, customers will receive distinc-
tive advantages including eleven-year
warranty, free car registration at Traffic
Department and free three-year service
offered by Muatwa AlKazi Company.

Through this exclusive partnership in
the Kuwaiti market with GAC Motors,
Warba Bank strives to meet the expecta-

tions of various customer categories and
enable them to purchase cars without
charging them with additional burdens.
Customers can avail from these special
benefits and services to ensure their car
safety for a long period.  

Warba Bank has recently launched sev-
eral partnerships with global car brand
makers under the “Installment at Cash
Price” Campaign to offer customers a
Sharia compliant distinctive service in the
auto financing sector which represents
one of the most vital financing types for a
daily indispensable basic commodity. In
addition, customers are provided with
best offers and discounts. 

Through Auto financing Service, Warba
aims at satisfying customer needs easily
without forcing them to transfer their
salaries; thus making Warba the Bank of
First Choice for customers to attain the
best in line with their financial abilities.  It
is worth mentioning that Warba Bank’s
offer with ‘GAC Motors’ will continue till
December 31st, 2015. To learn more about
the “Auto Financing” Service from Warba
Bank, the latest offers and services or even
propose a suggestion, customers can con-
tact the Call Center at 1825555, head to
our representatives at the said car show-
rooms or follow us on social media plat-
forms (Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram).

Warba Bank partners
with ‘GAC Motors’

DUBAI: Egyptian stocks fell to a two-year
low yesterday after the Kremlin said a bomb
brought down a Russian passenger plane in
Egypt. Saudi shares fell after a legislative
body endorsed a tax on undeveloped land.
The crash of a Russian aircraft on Oct. 31 in
Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, which killed all 224
people on board,  was “a terrorist  act ,”
Russia’s foreign minister said. The accusation
is likely to hit Egypt’s tourist industry, a
mainstay of its economy. “ The market is
reacting badly to Russia’s statement on the
Sharm crash,” said Simon Kitchen, head of
strategy at EFG-Hermes. “The short-term
outlook is poor ... but the market is trading
well below long-run price to book multiples,
suggesting deep value.”

All but two shares fell on Cairo’s bench-
mark index, which slipped 1.1 percent to its
lowest since December 2013. The index has
now fallen seven of the past eight sessions.
Meanwhile, Saudi real estate shares led loss-
es after a proposal to tax undeveloped land.

Saudi real estate developers hold significant
amounts of land and could face taxes in the
short term, unless lenders can loosen their
stance on construction loans - a process that
faces delays and hurdles in Saudi Arabia.

“ The tax will put pressure on the real
estate market, which will lower prices of
empty land and make housing more afford-
able,” said Abdullah Alawi, assistant general
manager and head of research at Aljazira
Capital.  “ This  should shif t  more funds
towards the stock market.” Saudi investors
generally store wealth in undeveloped land
and the stock market, so tax in one will
make the other more attractive. The real
estate sector’s measure slipped 1.0 percent.
A wider benchmark declined 0.6 percent.

UAE extends gains
Elsewhere, UAE’s two main benchmarks

rose as bargain hunters took steady oil
prices as an opportunity to increase risk
exposure. Dubai’s measure climbed 0.5 per-

cent, extending gains from Sunday’s 11-
month low. Shares in Drake & Scull rose 4.1
percent, recovering from Monday’s record
low, after reporting a third-quarter profit
slump. “There are some opportunities, with
stocks under-performing and quality names
are doing much better than others,” said Ali
Adou, portfolio manager at Abu Dhabi’s
investment firm TNI.

Adou said UAE markets should be differ-
entiated from other Gulf bourses because
the depend less on oil and should gain from
a push for economic diversification. Abu
Dhabi’s benchmark climbed 1.5 percent with
telecom operator Etisalat the main support
with a 2.9 percent gain. Most Gulf markets
are in line with the MSCI emerging market
index, which is down 13.9 percent so far this
year, as a slump in oil prices and worries of
global growth sparked selling. Brent crude
slipped 0.72 percent to 44.25 dollars per bar-
rel at 1230 GMT, down 62 percent from its
June 2014 peak. —Reuters

Egypt hits 2-year low as Russia 
blames bomb for plane crash

Saudi stock slip 0.6%; real estate shares retreat

Warba Bank launches new partnership 
with Mohamed Naser Al-Sayer Group

Great Discounts on Toyota Cars

NEW YORK: Walmart reported improved cus-
tomer traffic and an uptick in a key sales figure as
it topped earnings expectations in the third quar-
ter, even as a stronger dollar pressured its per-
formance overseas. The world’s largest retailer
also forecast a fourth-quarter earnings range that
largely exceeds analyst expectations and nar-
rowed its full-year outlook after cutting it in
August. Its shares edged up more than 2 percent
in premarket trading yesterday. Wal-Mart’s net
income fell 11 percent to $3.3 billion in the quar-
ter ended Oct 31, but its earnings per share of
$1.03 per share topped Wall Street expectations.  

The average estimate of 13 analysts surveyed
by Zacks Investment Research was for earnings of
97 cents per share. Revenue slipped to $117.42
billion from $119 billion. On a constant currency
basis, revenue totaled $122.4 billion. Nine analysts

surveyed by Zacks expected $117.82 billion.  The
retailer has been pressured on a number of fronts
so far this year. A strong U.S. dollar has affected
results. The company is also facing increasing
competition from Amazon.com and dollar stores,
and its profits has been squeezed by pay raises for
workers and efforts to improve its stores.  

Sales at US stores open at least a year rose
1.5 percent in the third quarter,  the fifth
straight quarterly increase. This figure is a key
gauge of a retailer’s health because it excludes
results from stores recently opened or closed.
Traffic climbed 1.7 percent. Wal-Mart Stores
Inc.’s international segment reported net sales
dropped 11 percent to $29.81 billion. Net sales
were $34.7 billion on a constant currency basis.
For US stores, quarterly net sales gained nearly
4 percent to $72.71 billion.  —AP

Wal-Mart tops profit forecasts

NORTH KINGSTOWN: A worker pulls a line of shopping carts toward a Wal-
Mart store in North Kingstown, R I.  —AP
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NEW YORK: Apple’s year-old
mobile-payments service is
expanding to more countries,
banks and merchants, as it faces
growing competition and some
challenges before it becomes as
commonplace as plastic cards.

Apple Pay is available in
Canada starting Tuesday and in
Australia on Thursday. Those are
two countries where “tap” pay-
ments - tapping a phone or chip-
embedded card to the store’s
payment machine - are already
more common than in the US In
those countries, however, Apple
Pay is l imited initially to
American Express cards.

In the US, where Apple Pay
started in October 2014, the serv-
ice will expand Tuesday to more
than 100 additional card issuers -
mostly smaller banks and credit
unions. Apple Pay already
accepts Visa, MasterCard,
American Express and Discover
cards from most major banks. In
the UK, Tesco and TSB banks will
join Apple Pay today.

The developments come a
few months after Google
launched its own tap-and-pay
service, Android Pay, while

Samsung started Samsung Pay.
Both are for Android phones,
while Apple Pay requires
iPhones.

GRADUAL EXPANSION
Jennifer Bailey, Apple’s vice

president for Apple Pay, said the
company is starting with
American Express in Canada and
Australia because it’s both the
card issuer and the payment-net-
work operator, so coordination is
easier. With Visa and MasterCard,
individual banks issue the cards,
and each bank has its own way of
verifying a customer’s identity
when setting up Apple Pay, for
instance. Meanwhile, Apple is
working with makers of various
payment machines to bring tap-
ping capabilities to additional
merchants, small and large.
When Apple Pay launched, the
U.S. had 200,000 tap-capable
machines. That’s expected to sur-
pass 1.5 million this year. The
growth includes about 100,000
small to medium-sized mer-
chants each month, Apple said.

Apple said Tuesday that
Cinnabon will add Apple Pay to
all its U.S. locations next year,

while Domino’s company-owned
pizza stores will get it by year’s
end. Earlier, Apple said Starbucks
will conduct a pilot this year, with
a broader rollout next year, while
KFC will launch next spring.

Despite the momentum, sev-
eral million more U.S. retailers
still have older machines that
lack the right technology.

PAYING AT RESTAURANTS
Even if a merchant has the

equipment, it ’s often located
behind a counter, out of arm’s
reach. At sit-down restaurants, a
customer needs to get up to
make the tap, as opposed to
leaving a card with a waiter, at
least in the US (In Canada and
many European countries, it ’s
common for staff to bring a
portable card machine to your
table.)

Addressing that will require a
combination of approaches,
Bailey said. She said Chili ’s is
installing tablets at tables so
people can order and pay right
there, starting in the spring. The
restaurant-reservation service
OpenTable already lets diners use
its app to pay at some restau-

rants.  Other U.S. restaurants, she
said, will embrace portable card
machines.

“You’ll see restaurants really
look to innovate,” Bailey said,
adding that restaurants can
squeeze in more customers with
faster payments, and customers
are happier if they don’t have to
wait for the check.

THE US IS BEHIND
Americans are used to plastic

cards, and many people aren’t
drawn to the increased security
that these services provide
because banks typically waive
liability for fraud. But the dynam-
ics could change with the grow-
ing use of plastic cards embed-
ded with security chips. Chip
transactions take longer than a
traditional magnetic swipe, mak-
ing the convenience of tapping
seem more attractive.

Because other countries have
had chip transactions longer,
they are further along in accept-
ing tap payments, Bailey said.
She expects US shoppers will
come to accept tap payments,
too, now that chip cards are
becoming standard. — AP

Apple Pay expands as it vies for broader acceptance

CUPERTINO: In this Oct. 16, 2014 file photo, Apple Pay is demon-
strated at Apple headquarters in Cupertino, Calif.  Apple’s year-
old mobile-payments service is expanding to more countries,
banks and merchants, as it faces growing competition and some
challenges before it becomes as commonplace as plastic cards.
Apple Pay is available in Canada starting yesterday and in
Australia on Thursday. — AP

VILLEPINTE: ( Above and bottom) Men look at drones during the 19th worldwide exhibition of internal State security (MILIPOL) in Villepinte,
suburbs of Paris, yesterday. — AFP 

Deadly Paris attacks may 
renew encryption debate
Apple, Google must build ‘backdoors’ in their encryption systems

NEW YORK: The deadly attacks in Paris may
soon reopen the debate over whether - and
how - tech companies should let govern-
ments bypass the data scrambling that
shields everyday commerce and daily digital
life.

So far, there’s no hard evidence that the
Paris extremists relied on encrypted commu-
nications - essentially, encoded digital mes-
sages that can’t be read without the proper
digital “keys” - to plan the shooting and
bombing attacks that left 129 dead on Friday.
But it wouldn’t be much of a surprise if they
did.

So-called end-to-end encryption technolo-
gy is now widely used in many standard mes-
sage systems, including Apple’s iMessage and
Facebook’s WhatsApp. Similar technology also
shields the contents of smartphones running
the latest versions of Apple and Google oper-
ating software. Strong encryption is used to
protect everything from corporate secrets to
the credit-card numbers of online shoppers to
intimate photos and secrets shared by lovers.

That widespread use of encryption, which
was previously restricted to more powerful
desktop or server computers, is exactly what
worries members of the intelligence and law
enforcement communities.  Some are now
using the occasion of the Paris attacks to once
again argue for restrictions on the technology,
saying it hampers their ability to track and dis-
rupt plots like the Paris attacks.

“I now think we’re going to have another
public debate about encryption, and whether
government should have the keys, and I think
the result may be different this time as a result
of what’s happened in Paris,” former CIA
deputy director Michael Morell said Monday
on CBS This Morning.

The last such debate followed 2013 disclo-
sures of government surveillance by former
National Security Agency contractor Edward
Snowden. Since then, tech companies seeking
to reassure their users and protect their prof-
its have adopted more sophisticated encryp-
tion techniques despite government opposi-
tion. Documents leaked by Snowden also
shed light on NSA efforts to break encryption
technologies.

In response, law-enforcement and intelli-
gence officials have argued that companies
like Apple and Google should build “back-
doors” into their encryption systems that
would allow investigators into otherwise
locked-up devices. The Obama administration
continues to encourage tech companies to

include such backdoors, although it says it
won’t ask Congress for new law that requires
them.

Backdoors
“The Snowden revelation showed that

backdoors can be destructive, particularly
when they’re done in secrecy without trans-
parency,” says Will Ackerly, a former NSA secu-
rity researcher and the co-founder of Virtru,
which provides encryption technology for
both companies and individual people.

On Monday, Attorney General Loretta
Lynch said the government continues to have
“ongoing discussions” with industry about
ways in which companies can lawfully provide
information about their users while still ensur-
ing their privacy. Last week in Dublin, Apple
CEO Tim Cook noted that “there’s no such
thing as a backdoor for the good guys only. If
there’s a backdoor, anybody can come in.” In
other words, any shortcut for investigators
could also be targeted by cybercriminals
eager to hack major corporations - a la the
devastating cyberattack on Sony late last year
- or to target individuals for identity theft or
extortion, as reportedly occurred following
the disclosure of records from the infidelity
dating site Ashley Madison.

In the same speech, Cook said Apple will
resist attempts to weaken encryption in
iMessage. A draft law recently introduced in
Britain would require telecommunications
companies to provide “wider assistance” to
police and intelligence agencies in the inter-
ests of national security.

Like iMessage, Facebook’s WhatsApp
encrypts all communications from “end-to-
end” - a technique that blocks anyone outside
the conversation from reading or seeing
what’s being sent. 

Although Facebook can’t see the content
of the messages, it does track who is talking
to whom and stores their phone numbers -
information that can be valuable for law
enforcement officials trying to sniff out terror-
ist plots and fight other criminal activity.

Steven Bellovin, a Columbia University pro-
fessor and computer security researcher, says
he isn’t surprised by the effort to bring back
discussion on encryption backdoors. But he
adds that it’s way too early to tie it to the Paris
attacks. “We don’t know how these people
were communicating and with whom,” he
said. “If they were communicating with home-
grown software and there’s some indications
of that, then a mandatory backdoor is not
going to do any good.” — AP

By JyotiLalchandani

Business leaders are increasing-
ly being challenged to move
their enterprises to the next

level by employing digital technolo-
gies to create new ways of operating
and growing their businesses. At IDC,
we refer to this progression as ‘Digital
Transformation’ (DX), a continuous
process by which enterprises adapt

to or drive disruptive changes in their
external ecosystems of customers
and markets.

By embarking on the DX journey,
enterprises are able to leverage digi-
tal competencies to deliver products
and services that seamlessly blend
both digital and physical attributes
into the wider customer experience,
while simultaneously improving
operational efficiencies and organi-
zational performance. Given the key
role that both technology and infor-
mation must play in this transforma-
tion, it makes sense for the CIO to be
heavily involved throughout. But will
CIOs be given the chance, and if so,
will they seize the opportunity?

Digital transformation is a fore-
gone conclusion for most, if not all,
businesses. The choices at this point
in time are to entrench and hope for
the best; develop digital transforma-
tion competencies and become a
disruptor; or split the difference and
become a follower. Given these
choices, IDC believes that CIOs
should look to align their IT activities
with the pre-requisites for true digi-
tal transformation by improving the
customer experience and pursuing
digitally enabled products and serv-
ices.  They should shift their focus
away from short-term internal opera-
tions to longer-term external proj-
ects, and also look to reduce the
amount of time they have to spend
on driving IT service availability, cost
reductions, and business process
optimization. 

Innovation activities
In this regard, it is critically impor-

tant that CIOs look to maximize the
time spent on innovative activities
aimed at creating new IT services,
improving the time to market, and
increasing revenue.

A common misconception is that
the DX journey is solely for private
sector organizations. But this
couldn’t be further from the truth.
For government entities, IDC defines
DX as a “fundamental and continu-
ous process of change to operating
and programmatic models that lever-
age digital and tangential technolo-
gies to drive innovation in engage-

ment and service delivery to citizens,
businesses, and other government
agencies, while also improving gov-
ernment efficiency and effective-
ness.”

Eventually, all government pro-
grams and agencies will go through
one or more digital transformation
efforts. Whether these efforts will be
successful and the results beneficial
to both the target audience and the
government will be dependent on
how well aligned government efforts
are with the overarching program
objectives and how well the agency
in question is able to select appropri-
ate business outcomes based on the
level of engagement and the level of
government.

Broadly speaking, I expect there to
be three main focus areas for govern-
ment departments within the UAE -
improving the citizen experience,
driving the concept of ‘government
as a platform’, and enhancing the role
of Smart Cities. Citizens and residents
are demanding a consistent experi-
ence across omni-channel platforms
so they can choose the one channel
that is most convenient for them
based on their individual context.
The challenge is to optimize the
composite outcomes of many often
uncontrollable external factors that
result in the citizen/resident experi-
ence.

Many government agencies are
expected to consider a series of
cross-departmental digital platforms
by 2020, covering services such as
payments, messaging, and appoint-
ment bookings, as well as behind-
the-scenes platforms to keep infor-
mation secure. As such, IDC firmly
believes that government organiza-
tions must start to think about pur-
chasing more from the cloud - buy-
ing insights instead of tools, using
existing social media platforms and
mobile apps, and plugging and play-
ing services from private partners to
verify the identity of citizens/resi-
dents from end to end.

World of digital transformation
Smart Cities are typically designed

to enable economic development
and foster environmental and social
sustainability in a way that eases the
stresses caused on the city’s infra-
structure and resources by urban
population growth, increasing global
competition for skilled workers, and
the impact of severe weather pat-
terns and climate change. Smart
Cities are on a journey from siloed
initiatives to platforms that can opti-
mize the efficiency and effectiveness
of city assets, and the role of these
cities in driving true digital transfor-
mation throughout the wider popu-
lace must be central to any success-
ful government DX initiative.

The world of digital transforma-
tion can be split into resisters, explor-
ers, players, transformers, and disrup-
tors, and simply dabbling in digital
initiatives will not get you where you
need to be in order to compete with
the lean and lethal digital startups
ready to grab your market share. An
optimized, end-to-end digital trans-
formation strategy can help your
organization work faster, lead
smarter, and win the talent wars,
enabling you to outwit your com-
petitors and deploy technology solu-
tions that reduce the risk and
increase the reward. With that in
mind, why wait any longer?

The journey to true 
digital transformation
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CHICAGO: Warning: Marijuana use during pregnancy
and breast-feeding poses potential harms. That mes-
sage would be written on medical and recreational
marijuana products and posted wherever they’re sold
if the nation’s most influential doctors group has its
way.  The American Medical Association has agreed to
push for regulations requiring such warnings be writ-
ten on medical and recreational pot products and
posted wherever they’re sold. The decision was made
based on studies suggesting marijuana use may be
linked with low birth weight, premature birth and
behavior problems in young children. Critics say evi-
dence of harm is weak, but while advocates agree that
more research is needed, they say erring on the side of
caution makes sense.

Some studies have linked marijuana use in preg-
nancy with childhood attention problems and lower
scores on problem-solving measures. THC, the main
active ingredient in marijuana, has been found in the
milk of women who use it while breastfeeding, and
some data suggests the drug can affect the quality and
quantity of breast milk, the AMA’s new policy says.
There are similar warnings for alcohol and tobacco, “so
why not do the same thing with marijuana since it is
the most commonly used illicit drug during pregnan-
cy,” said Dr. Diana Ramos, a Los Angeles physician with
the American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists, which proposed the warnings at an

AMA policy-making meeting in Atlanta.
There’s much more scientific evidence of harm

from alcohol and tobacco than from marijuana, but
marijuana has not been proven safe to use during
pregnancy or breast-feeding. The AMA voted to adopt
the proposal, meaning it’s now on AMA’s lobbying
agenda. In advice issued earlier this year against mari-
juana use during pregnancy, the OB-GYN group cited
data putting use during pregnancy at about 5 percent
nationwide, but as high as 28 percent among some
urban low-income women. Ramos said getting the
AMA on board “really gives power” to the proposal. She
said the ultimate goal is a federal requirement for
warning signs, but because marijuana use is illegal
under federal law, the policy seeks local and state
measures.

While some women use the drug during or after
pregnancy to ease nausea, chronic pain or depression,
there are alternatives without the potential risks, said
Dr Judy Chang, an associate OB-GYN professor at the
University of Pittsburgh who studies substance abuse
in pregnancy. Medical marijuana is legal in 23 states
and Washington, DC. Recreational use of marijuana
also is legal in Washington DC, as well as in Alaska,
Colorado, Oregon and Washington.  Several states
require health warnings on cannabis product labels,
but Oregon “is the only state that currently requires a
point of sale warning at dispensaries regarding

cannabis use in pregnant or breast-feeding women,”
according to background information in the proposal
the AMA adopted.  

In Colorado, regulators have struggled to spell out
guidelines about maternal pot use. Labels warn preg-
nant and nursing women that “there may be risks” from
using marijuana, but there’s no ban on pregnant
women buying it. Colorado lawmakers this year reject-
ed a ban on selling marijuana to pregnant women, and
another measure to post warning signs in pot shops. Dr
Larry Wolk, Colorado’s chief medical officer, said health
officials there have created informational material and
pamphlets about the risks for doctors to give pregnant
women. If the effort raises widespread awareness, “we
may not need legislation,” Wolk said.  In Illinois, regulat-
ed sales of medical marijuana began last week. 

Scott Miller, an owner of a dispensary in Canton,
Illinois, said he was unaware of potential risks linked
with use during pregnancy, but that he would not be
opposed to warning signs. His dispensary already
posts a health-related state-mandated sign noting
that edible marijuana products may be made in
kitchens “not subject to public health inspections
that may also process common food allergens.”
Customers also get pamphlets that mention risks for
side effects and addiction. If use during pregnancy is
a real risk, “as a dispensary owner, I would want to
expose that,” Miller said. — AP 

LONDON: Scientists seeking a cure for
the AIDS virus have made an unexpect-
ed discovery with a drug designed to
combat alcoholism which they say could
be a critical part of a strategy to “wake
up” and then kill dormant HIV hiding in
the body. The drug, branded as
Antabuse but also sold as a generic
called disulfiram, was given to 30 HIV
positive patients in America and
Australia who were already taking anti-
retroviral therapy (ART) AIDS drugs.

At the highest given dose, there was
evidence that “dormant HIV was activat-
ed”, the researchers said in a study pub-
lished in The Lancet HIV journal on
Monday, and with no adverse effects.
Julian Elliott of the department of infec-
tious diseases at The Alfred in
Melbourne, Australia, who worked with
Lewin, said waking up the virus was only
the first step to eliminating it. “The next
step is to get these cells to die,” he said.

HIV latency, where the virus remains

dormant in the body in people taking
ART, is one of the biggest hurdles to
achieving a cure for the viral infection
that causes AIDS. HIV/AIDS has killed
some 34 million people since the 1980s,
according to the United Nations HIV
program UNAIDS. HIV can be held in
check by ART, and by the end of 2014 an
estimated 36.9 million people around
the world were living with the virus.
Some 2 million people a year are newly
infected. Scientists say finding ways of

“waking up” the virus in these dormant
cells and then destroying them is a key
cure strategy, but researchers have so far
been unable to find the exact effective
combination of drugs.

Sharon Lewin,  a  University of
Melbourne professor who led the work,
said that while scientists have made
headway into activating latent HIV, one
of the main concerns is the toxicity of
the drugs trialled. With disulfiram, how-
ever, this did not appear to present a

problem, she said. “This trial clearly
demonstrates that disulfiram is not tox-
ic and is safe to use, and could quite
possibly be the game changer we
need,” she said in a statement. “The
dosage of disulfiram we used provided
more of a tickle than a kick to the virus,
but this could be enough. Even though
the drug was only given for three days,
we saw a clear increase in (the) virus in
(the) plasma, which was very encourag-
ing.” — Reuters

Warning: Marijuana use in
pregnancy may pose risks

Studies link pot with childhood attention problems 

Alcoholism drug can ‘wake up dormant HIV to be killed’: Study

JAKARTA,  Indonesia : In this picture taken on November 4, 2015, a butcher (left) prepares meat for a customer at his stall in
Jakarta. — AFP photos

Choking air, melting glaciers: How 
global warming is changing India

NEW DELHI: Its Himalayan glaciers are melt-
ing fast, its agricultural heartland is drying up
and its capital is choking on the world’s filthi-
est air. Yet India’s government is one of the
few major economies refusing to pledge to
cut greenhouse gas emissions, ahead of this
month’s major climate conference in Paris.
Global warming is already changing the face
of rapidly developing India, a nation forecast
to become the world’s most populous, over-
taking China, in less than a decade. “No one
has done less to contribute to global warming
than India and Africa. No one can be more
conscious of climate change than Indians and
Africans,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi told a
recent Delhi summit.

Melting glaciers
In the Himalayas of Kashmir, scientist

Shakil Ahmad Romshoo fears for the future of
the pristine region which relies heavily on its
more than 100 glaciers for water. At least two
major ones have disappeared completely in
the last 50 years, while those in a key basin
have shrunk by more than 27 percent over the
same period, Romshoo’s studies show. “The
impact of climate change in Kashmir is loud
and clear. We have noticed a significant
decline in stream flow from the glaciers,” the
glaciologist, from the University of Kashmir
said. In villages nestled in the foothills down-
stream, less water flowing into rivers and
ponds has forced farmers to completely
change their way of life.

Instead of rice paddies dotting the land-
scape, farmers have switched to growing
apples which use less water, raising concerns
about a drop in India’s grain supplies. As snow
melts faster on the peaks from warmer tem-
peratures, farmers, who have stuck with tradi-
tional crops, have been thrown into turmoil.
“All the snow melt on the mountains now
melts away by April when we actually start
needing it for agriculture,” said Haji
Mohammad Rajab Dar in Chandigam village.
“I used to get 230 to 260 sacks of rice from my
fields. It is reduced to just 90 this year,” the 70-
year-old said, explaining that his land is not
conducive to growing apples. “So we are
ruined and turning into beggars slowly.”

Shrinking coastline
India’s landscapes are changing-from the

melt in the Himalayas, to the increasingly arid
farm belts in the middle and the stunning
coasts where fishermen talk of rising, warmer
seas eroding their shores. “Changes in sea lev-
el and temperature have affected our liveli-
hood. Over the last decade, the amount of fish
caught has reduced by 40 percent,” said Ayub
Hajji whose family has been fishing off
Gujarat’s coast for generations.

India says developed countries are mostly
to blame for climate change, and heaping
demands on developing nations to cut emis-
sions is both unfair and hypocritical.
Authorities insist they must focus on meeting
the growing needs of its 1.25 billion people,
300 million of whom lack access to electricity.
In its action plan for the Paris COP21 meet,
India pledges to reduce its carbon intensity-a
measure of a country’s emissions relative to its
economic output-by 35 percent by 2030,
rather than an absolute cut in emissions.
Globally, India is the third largest carbon-emit-
ting country-though its per capita emissions
are only one third of the international aver-
age-according to the World Resources
Institute.

Gasping for breath
While the government has an ambitious

program to ramp its use of renewables, includ-
ing solar energy, it has also vowed to continue
expanding its use of coal. It plans to double
coal production to one billion tons by 2020 -
saying it was vital to meet the needs of its bur-
geoning economy, which grew seven percent
last quarter. But the increasing emissions are
taking their toll on health, with Delhi now offi-
cially the world’s most polluted capital, a prob-
lem compounded by the steady rise in car
ownership. At one of Delhi’s leading chest hos-
pitals, Dr Manu Madan said the corridors are
full of patients suffering asthma and other ail-
ments linked to the dirty air. “We see more
than 600 patients a day in the out-patients
department,” said Madan, who normally skips
lunch to try to keep the queues down. Madan
said his team from the Vallabhbhai Patel Chest
Institute are bracing for winter, when heavy
cloud cover traps the pollution. “Children suffer
the most because of less immunity. At least
two to three months during the winter are the
worst. In many cases, we recommend they
move out of Delhi.” — AFP

JAKARTA: Climate change is the last
thing on Maya Puspita Sari’s mind as she
tucks into a steak and splurges on ice
cream, products that were once a luxury
but are now a growing staple in the diets
of millions of Indonesians. But the live-
stock sector is a major contributor to cli-
mate change-accounting for 14.5 per-
cent of the total global amount of green-
house gas emissions caused by human
activity according to the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization-more than
those produced from powering all the
world’s road vehicles, trains, ships and
planes combined.  Emissions are predict-
ed to jump dramatically as demand sky-
rockets-the FAO predicts consumption of
meat and dairy is expected to have risen
76 per cent and 65 per cent respectively
by 2050. Nowhere is this insatiable
appetite growing faster than in Asia,
where a huge, new middle class is con-
suming animal products like never

before as tastes change and incomes
rise. Consumers in China and India are
driving this trend but demand in emerg-
ing economies such as Indonesia-a coun-
try of 250 million with a rapidly growing
middle class-is also tipped to explode.

For consumers like Sari, a 31-year-old
accountant living in the cosmopolitan
capital Jakarta, livestock products that
were once rarely consumed outside
major religious holidays, if at all, are now
in abundant supply. She grew up in rural
Sumatra eating red meat once or twice a
year, with little on offer besides rendang,
a traditional spicy beef stew. “Meat is no
longer a luxury now and there are so
many choices, like steak,” she said. “In
Jakarta you can find all kinds of ice
cream, yoghurt and other dairy products.
It’s great.” Christabelle Adeline Palar, a 25-
year-old editor at a travel magazine,
barely remembers eating meat as a child
but now with a disposable income and an array of options, she knows what she

wants. “It’s always meat,” she said of her
daily food choices, “except for days
where I need to be more thrifty.

Growing appetite 
Indonesians still consume less meat

than their Asian neighbors-averaging 2.7
kilograms per person every year, com-
pared to 8 kilograms in Malaysia-but this
is changing. London-based think tank
Chatham House ranks Indonesia a top-
ten nation for forecast growth in beef,
pork and chicken consumption by 2021.
Jakarta and its affluent, densely populat-
ed suburbs lead the way in meat con-
sumption. People there-often young
with cash to spare-eat around 12 kilo-
grams of meat annually. 

“Not only can they afford it, but there
are many cafes and restaurants in the city
that serve meat,” Asnawi, chairman of the

Indonesian Association of Meat Traders
(APDI), who like many Indonesians goes
by one name said. Dairy producers are
also optimistic. The Indonesian
Association of Milk Producers says the
market potential for dairy in Southeast
Asia’s largest economy is “tremendous”,
while New Zealand’s Fonterra declared
Indonesia one of its most important
global markets when it opened its first
local factory in September, predicting
soaring demand as the “large and
increasingly affluent population” seeks
new products. Nearly 90 per cent of
Indonesia’s dairy is imported, mainly
from New Zealand and Australia, but
local producers are also riding the wave
as consumption grows. “Our family only
had about 20 cows when we first relocat-
ed here. Now we have 70,” dairy producer
Rahmat said from his small ranch on the
outskirts of Jakarta. — AFP 

JAKARTA,  Indonesia : A restaurant employee prepares rendang, a tra-
ditional West Sumatranese meat cuisine.

JAKARTA,  Indonesia : A dairy employee prepares fresh milk to dis-
tribute to customers.

PARIS: If mankind fails to curtail global warm-
ing, we will have to deal with fallout ranging
from massive refugee crises and submerged
cities to scorching heatwaves and drought,
scientists say. Starting on November 30, 195
nations will huddle in Paris for a climate rescue
pact to rein in the greenhouse gases that drive
climate change. Here is what could happen if
they come up empty handed:

Hotter temperatures
Without additional action, Earth could heat

up by as much as four degrees Celsius (7.2
degrees Fahrenheit) by the end of the century,
compared to pre-industrial levels. A mountain
of scientific evidence tells us this would be a
recipe for disaster. A “business as usual” emis-
sions scenario would “lead to a very high risk of
severe, widespread and irreversible” impacts,
according to the UN Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC).

Rising seas
By 2100, the world’s oceans would rise 26-

82 centimeters over levels seen between
1986-2005, the IPCC found in its most recent
assessment, which includes data up to 2012.
More recent studies suggest the increases
could be even higher. Driving the rise are ice
sheets in Greenland and Antarctica shedding
mass faster than ever, melting glaciers, and
oceans that expand as they warm. Even a 2 C
rise as targeted by the UN would submerge
land currently occupied by 280 million people,
according to Climate Central, a US-based
research group. The change could take a few
hundred years, or up to 2,000 years.

Extreme weather 
Superstorms, bone-chilling cold snaps

and intense heat waves could become more
common-and more extreme-due to global
warming. While the link between specific
weather events and climate remains hard to
nail down, recent research has teased out cli-
mate change as an aggravating factor for
deadly floods, snowstorms, typhoons and
heat waves. Not all nasty hurricanes or heat
waves, however, can be chalked up to climate
change, scientists caution.

Water dilemma
Global warming can lead to long-running

droughts and devastating floods, which
means some parts of the world will not have
enough water and others too much.
Droughts in Syria and California have been
tied to climate change. Heavy rains carry the
risk of flooding that can send people fleeing
for their lives, destroy homes and crops.

Humanitarian crises
Global warming can spur disease, ravage

crops and push more people into poverty.
Conflict over water or smaller harvests could
instigate war or mass migration. People liv-
ing on low-lying islands such as the
Maldives, an archipelago in the Indian
Ocean, or the Philippines could become cli-
mate refugees, forced to flee their homes
due to rising seas. Impoverished people in
the world are already being hurt by heat
waves, drought and flooding, because they
are both more dependent on the land and
lack public services. — AFP 

What if we do nothing 
on global warming?

NEW DELHI: Indian patient Seema Malin,
38, and who has suffered from asthma
for four years, poses with an x-ray of her
lungs at a hospital. — AFP photos 

NEW DELHI: Indian asthma patient Sarla
Bhardwaj, 50, blows into a Peak Flow
Meter (PFM) as she undergoes a test at a
hospital.

Emissions set to soar; love 
of steak takes off in Asia



KINGSTON: An unwelcome visitor sailed onto
Caribbean beaches this year: huge rafts of sea-
weed. The seaweed, called sargassum, has
swept into the region in part as a result of
changing weather conditions, turning many
once-postcard-perfect beaches a dull pond-
scum brown as it decomposes and releases a
rotten egg stench. “It’s a dirty horrible brown
lace that just washes ashore,” said Noorani
Azeez, CEO of the Saint Lucia Hotel and Tourism
Association. “The foul stench of the seaweed is
really an inhibitor to going (to the beach) with
your family.” 

The phenomenon has repeated itself across
the Caribbean, with hardly any islands immune.
It has created havoc for the tourism-dependent
economies and disrupted other industries such
as fisheries as fishermen struggle to navigate
seaweed-choked waters. In the Dominican
Republic, the largest power company was
forced to scale down operations as 570 metric
tons of the seaweed clogged its sea water cool-
ing system.

Even local wildlife has been affected, with
reports of juvenile sea turtles struggling to
climb over small mountains of the stuff to get to

the ocean after hatching. But Caribbeans are
finding ways to cope, and some entrepreneurs
are even developing ways to turn what they ini-
tially thought of as a scourge into a business
opportunity. The seaweed is an ochre-colored
floating algae with small air-filled bladders that
keep it afloat. Although some sargassum wash-
es up naturally on beaches in the region,
researchers and other observers say that in 2011
the Caribbean began to see a huge influx of the
weed washing up on the region’s beaches.

The trend has continued, with a spike in
2014 and again in 2015. “We think this event is
related to climate change in some respects,”
said Jim Franks, a senior research scientist at the
Gulf Coast Research Laboratory at the
University of Southern Mississippi in the United
States. Franks has been studying the phenome-
non and believes that the sargassum influx may
be caused by factors including warmer water
and an increase in nutrients. Instead of coming
from the Sargasso Sea, an area near Bermuda
where the seaweed normally occurs, Franks’
theory is that the influx may come from a
bloom in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, near
the equator. — Reuters
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KUWAIT: Al-Sayer Medical Company one of
the Al-Sayer Group Holding Companies and
the official agent of Kerr Dental in Kuwait, held
scientific lecture and workshop about cosmetic
dentistry. Large number of dentists from the
government and private sectors in Kuwait
attended this event. The lecture was delivered
by the famous Italian dentist Prof Angelo
Boteniano, one Stylo-Italiano scientific commit-
tee, renowned dentistry society in Europe and
the world which specializes in research and
development of the most innovative tech-
niques in treatment and aesthetic dentistry.

Apart from lecture the workshop was a
grand success, which displayed the latest den-
tal high equality products offered by Kerr, the
world famous dental company.  The event
received great appreciation as the dentists
showed immense interest in the new innova-
tive products from Kerr while they got a great
opportunity to see and review firsthand the lat-
est techniques in cosmetic dentistry.

Dr Hossam Afifi, General Manager of Al-say-
er Medical Company said “our organization
conduct such scientific lectures and workshops

on regular basis in dentistry in cooperation
with most famous world dentist comes in line
with our interest in supporting extensive
efforts serving dentistry at the Ministry of
Health which always seeks to improve its serv-
ices to both citizens and expatriates in the State
of Kuwait.”

At Al-Sayer Medical we are most dedicated
to provide the best medical products of best
quality for the Kuwaiti market representing var-
ious world famous medical companies in den-
tal, pharmaceuticals, medical and surgery
equipment and accessories, and medical
equipment, medical furniture, physical therapy

and rehabilitation supported by best before
and after sale services in addition to best scien-
tific support for all users of our products includ-
ing doctors  through such scientific lectures
and workshops  to provide highest level possi-
ble  of customer service”, with focus on leverag-
ing its success factors including the profession-

al team, market and business expertise, the sol-
id infrastructure, and most important the deliv-
ery of advanced pharmaceuticals and cutting-
edge medical technologies and supplies, Al-
Sayer Medical Company is well placed to take
significant role in the improvement of Kuwait
healthcare system” concluded Afify.

PORTO-NOVO, Benin: Philomene
Ahouansou cooks  beans and rice in
three giant steel pots by the roadside in
Benin’s capital, Porto-Novo. It’s a scene
that’s common throughout the country.
But instead of a wood-fuelled stove, she’s
using a solar-powered cooker run on
coconut husks, which it’s hoped will pre-
vent deforestation and reduce green-
house gas-producing smoke. The device-
called “Mivo”, which means “Take it easy”
in the local Fon language-has been mar-
keted by a charity called Autre Vie. For the
last three years, the organization has
been trying to turn Beninese away from
their reliance on charcoal or wood, which
is used in four out of five households for
cooking. “When I heard the advert on the
radio, I went straight to the Autre Vie
offices to buy three,” said Philomene.

“There’s no smoke getting in your
eyes, it’s not too hot, you don’t have to
ventilate it so the fire takes hold. You can
work with it all day,” she added. ‘We leave
the trees in peace’ -The cooker-a metal
cylinder with a ceramic bowl on top for
the fuel-works on the convection princi-
ple. A fan-made from recovered comput-
er parts-is fixed on one side to a power
cable and plugged into a solar panel with

a rechargeable battery. The light from the
sun powers the fan, sending a constant
stream of hot air to allow cooking.

LED lightbulbs can be attached to the
solar panels to give light to customers
without electricity, allowing them to stop
using dangerous and noxious oil lamps. “I
used wood before. It cost me a lot of
money, 25,000 CFA francs ($42, 38 euros)
a month,” said Philomene. “Coconut husks
now cost me 5,000 CFA francs a month.”
Most people, like Philomene, cite finan-
cial reasons for buying the cooker but
they also now know it’s more environ-
mentally friendly. “We leave the trees in
peace in the forest. That gives us rain and
when it rains things grow. So, it protects
us,” she said. With every purchase, Autre
Vie tells customers about climate change.
“We cut down trees illegally for charcoal,”
said young mother Chimene Agossou,
who lives in a household of 13 that
switched to cooking with sunshine and
coconuts two years ago. “When we
extract the coconut oil we’re left with the
husks. That’s not killing the forests.”

Inspired by blacksmiths 
Romuald Djivoessoun made his first

prototype of the cooker 10 years ago

after seeing blacksmiths burn coconut
shells in the forge to melt iron. He honed
the design over the years with the help of
craftsmen and academics. “This cooker is
going to reduce deforestation and as a
result greenhouse gases,” said the talka-
tive engineer who runs Autre Vie. “For a
family of four, a bag of shells lasts six
months. With charcoal you need a bag

and a half every month. You have to cut
wood.” Forests cover only 17 percent of
Benin yet some 70,000 hectares (173,000
acres) of forests are disappearing every
year, according to Benin’s forest and natu-
ral resources directorate. Charcoal pro-
duction is blamed for part of it. One study
estimated that between 2009 and 2010,
charcoal production doubled. — AFP

A stinking seaweed menace 
spurs invention in Caribbean 

PORTO NOVO, BENIN: Philomene Ahouansou cooks beans and rice by the
roadside using a solar-powered cooker in Porto-Novo — AFP photos

PORTO NOVO, BENIN: Workers make solar-powered cookers at a facto-
ry in Akpro-Misserete, outside of Porto-Novo.

KUWAIT: Landmark Group the region’s lead-
ing retail and hospitality conglomerate, wit-
nessed a positive response for its sixth annual
‘Beat Diabetes’ Walkathon 2015 from its sup-
porters, sponsors and residents of Kuwait as
over 5000 participants turned up to show
their support and care towards the cause.
Saibal Basu, Chief Operating Officer, Landmark
Group Kuwait who led the Kuwait walkathon,
said: “We would like to thank all our sponsors
who have been a big reason behind this suc-
cess for their support year after year. 

Our Partners - Al Ghanim / Xerox, Fitness
First, Bahrah Trading Co, One Touch.  

Media Sponsors - “Al-Rai, Al-Qabas, Al-
Seyassah ,Al-Anba,  Kuwait Times, Arab Times,
Al-Jarida, The Times.  Al-Yaqza, Ahlan, Student
Talk, The Talk, Al- Hadaf, Bazaar, Mondanete,
Sarab, Layalena,  Styles,  Business Islamica,
Executive Woman, City Pages, Lana, Kidzine,
Wave Line. Bikers Association - Kuwait Dragon
Riders,  Bikers in Kuwait Encounter, Filipino
International Triathletes and other entities

who extended their support towards the cam-
paign.”

“I would also like to thank each and every
person who joined us at the walk to spread
the message and support the campaign. Now
in its sixth edition, the walkathon has touched
the lives of millions of people across seven
nations.” Landmark Group is the only retail and
hospitality conglomerate to lead diabetes
related educational and community-focused
activities across six GCC countries and India. In
November 2014, Landmark Group’s
walkathons held across Kuwait, UAE, Oman,
Qatar, Bahrain and India drew an overwhelm-
ing response. 

Striding out to
support a cause 

Al-Sayer Medical Company and World Leading Company Kerr 
hold workshop introducing latest cosmetic dentistry products

PORTO NOVO, BENIN: Executive director of the charity Autre Vie
(Another Life) Romuald Djivoessoun poses with a solar-powered
cooker in Porto-Novo.

Benin tackles climate change
with sunshine and coconuts
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Kuwait International Bank (KIB) inaugu-
rated its 27th branch at Remal Mall in
Fahaheel, under the patronage of

Sheikh Fawaz Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
Ahmadi Governor and Sheikh Mohamed Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah, KIB Chairman, in addition to
Mr. Mohammad Al Saqqa, Acting CEO and a
number of KIB managers.  

Ahmadi Governor, Sheikh Fawaz Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, praised the Kuwaiti banks

for their active role in the social responsibility
field, and wished further progress and pros-
perity for the banking sector in general, espe-
cially KIB. Al-Khaled stated: “It gives me great
pleasure to inaugurate KIB’s new branch at
Remal Mall in Fahaheel, which is KIB’s second
branch in Fahaheel and the fifth in this
province, hoping for further expansion for KIB
and other Kuwaiti banks to accomplish their
vision in providing their outstanding services

all over the province.”
On the other hand, KIB Chairman, Sheikh

Mohamed Al-Jarrah, said that the inauguration
of the new Fahaheel branch is in line with the
bank’s expansion strategy that aims at trans-
lating its robust position in the Islamic bank-
ing industry and its ongoing endeavor to
reach its customers and be closer to them
wherever they are. He added that choosing
Fahaheel location, which falls under Ahmadi

Province, is a strategic decision that came as a
result of its vital significance with its high pop-
ulation and dynamic purchase power.

Jarrah affirmed on KIB’s constant strive to
offer a comprehensive suite of innovative serv-
ices and products provided by proficient and
friendly team who are keen to serve both indi-
vidual and corporate clients and ensure they
are getting a pleasant and convenient banking
experience. He also added that the bank is loy-

al to its futuristic expansion strategy aiming at
satisfying its customers’ growing needs and
meeting their expectations. 

The brand new branch is equipped with
state-of-the-art technologies and qualified
staff to offer a full range of services and prod-
ucts in line with the Islamic Sharia principles,
which include but not limited to: saving and
current accounts, financing, transfers and
many more. 

KIB inaugurates 27th branch at Remal Mall in Fahaheel

Indian property 
show this 

weekend in Kuwait

Kuwait’s popular web portal IndiansinKuwait.com
has announced the return of its flagship proper-
ty show ‘IIK Property Show-2015’ to be held in

Kuwait on Friday, November 20th and Saturday 21st at
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Farwaniya from 10 am to 8 pm.
The property show will feature large number of
builders from India and will showcase the latest invest-
ment opportunities in Indian real estate sector to the
Indian community in Kuwait.

With a tag line ‘Convert your dreams into Reality,’
buying a home which seemed to be a dream for NRIs
in Kuwait could now become reality, thanks to the
wide variety of handpicked homes from across India.
This show will be the platform for showcasing the
finest of assets, developers and locations where the
Indian Real Estate caters to all the aspirations, likewise
for the NRI home seekers and investors. This property
exhibition will display property options ranging from
the affordable to super luxury residential units which
could be owned across options like plots, apartments,
land and villas.

Projects
A large number of projects from India will be at

your disposal from reputed builders Noida, Delhi, NCR,
Gurgaon, Faridabad, Udaipur, Lucknow, Ahmedabad,
Mumbai, Navi Mumbai, Panvel, Pune, Hyderabad, Goa,
Bangalore, Udupi, Chennai, Coimbatore, Madurai,
Trichy, Kochi, Kottayam, Calicut, Trissur, Kollam,
Thiruvananthapuram and many other places from All
Over India. The show enables the buyers to under-
stand the pulse of property scenario back home.
Participants from Tier II cities in this exhibition will give
the NRIs an advantage of investing in the emerging
cities. This exhibition will showcase projects across
India starting from 15 lakhs Indian Rupees to reach out
to the common people in Kuwait.

Sponsors
Title Sponsor is L&T Realty. Platinum Sponsors are

Lotus Greens and Godrej Properties. Gold Sponsors are
Purvankara, Chevron Builders, Krishna Enterprises,
SNN, Expat, Right Choice, Asten, IKP Developers, SIS,
Artech, Baashyaam, Ajmera, Boopathy Homes India Pvt
Ltd. & many more builders from different parts of India.

This is the fifth time, Kuwait’s popular web portal
for the Indian expats, IndiansinKuwait.com, in associa-
tion with Lemonade International an Event
Management and Marketing Company is organizing
Indian property exhibition for the benefit of the com-
munity in Kuwait.

The entry to the two day exhibition will be free and
there is assured gift for every pre-registration, spon-
sored by Tik Tok and Schneider, which you can do
online to confirm your assured gifts. For Pre-
Registration visitors can click http://www.indi-
ansinkuwait.com/Campaign/IIKPSNov15/. One lucky
winner stands a chance of winning 2 free air tickets to
India.

Remembrance Day - also known as Poppy Day,
Armistice Day (the event it commemorates) or
Veterans Day - is a day to commemorate the sacri-

fices of members of the armed forces and of civilians in
times of war, but specifically since the First World War,
1914 - 1918. It is observed on November 11 to recall the
end of World War I on that date in 1918. Major hostilities
of World War I were formally ended at the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918 with the
German signing of the Armistice. It is traditional to sell
red poppies in the two weeks approaching Nov 11, the
first official British Legion Poppy Day being held in
Britain on Nov 11, 1921. The poppy’s significance to
Remembrance Day is a result of Canadian military physi-
cian John McCrae’s poem In Flanders Fields. The British

School of Kuwait (BSK) held its annual Remembrance
Commemoration with Guest of Honor Colonel David
Parry, Defense Attache at the British Embassy, and
attended by secondary students and their teachers at
morning assembly. The VIP party included BSK Senior
Management Team members Madame Vera Al-Mutawa
MBE, Paul Shropshire, Mark Brisbane, Joanne Wild and
Emma Bowie who placed wreaths and poppies on the
cenotaph which had been specially constructed by
Steven Hart of the Design Technology team. The cere-
mony included readings from Head Boy, Hashem El-
Nashar and Head Girl, Sina Abouzahr; Siegfried
Sassoon’s Aftermath from Mike Hewlett and a personal
account from BSK Director of Media, Kefah Al-Mutawa, a
Kuwaiti POW, to mark the forthcoming silver anniversary

of the Liberation of Kuwait. The Exhortation and
Dedication was delivered by Colonel Pardy while one of
the BSK musical ensembles, under the baton of Director
of Music Simon Amura, provided the music which
included The Last Post, the Reveille, Nimrod from the
Enigma Variations and Pavane by Peter Warlock. The cer-
emony brought to a conclusion a series of BSK events
held to support the British Legion including a Poppy
Appeal and a visit to the British Embassy gardens for a
group of history students to participate in a ceremony
for children. The wearing of the poppy represents the
support and empathy that is felt for all those who have
made any sacrifice in past or present conflicts in order
that future generations might not need to experience
the same horrors of war.

BSK hosts Remembrance Commemoration

Canadians In Kuwait (CiK) a social net-
working organization for Canadian
expat community based in Kuwait cele-

brated the Thanksgiving Dinner for its mem-
bers and guests with a grand event with
pomp and color at Safir Hotel - Fintas. Ishtiaq
Malik - CiK President welcomed the digni-
taries, members and guests on behalf of CiK.

Ambassador of Canada - Martine Moreau
addressed the audience by greeting Canadian
community in Kuwait with season’s greetings

and appreciated CiK for holding this event. 
CiK President thanked special guests Joey

Hood - Deputy Chief of Mission at American
Embassy, Tammy Ames - Counselor
Commercial in Embassy of Canada, Randy
Williams - President AUSA Kuwait Chapter,
Scott Beverly - Chairman ABCK, Ibrahim
Alhamad - President AusBG, Lieutenant-
Colonel Brook G Bangsboll - Commanding
Officer.

CiK president said that since its inception

CiK’s mission is to promote Canada’s national
traditions and events in Kuwait. He also
advised the community to respect the Kuwait
rules and regulations and follow them. CiK
shares Canadian culture with other expats
communities in Kuwait, utilizing the talent
and efforts of its members.  CiK conducts sev-
eral events successfully for its members to
enjoy their time in Kuwait. The membership
to CiK has grown substantially. CiK website is
proven to be very informative with weekly

news updates and is beneficial to its mem-
bers. 

Ishtiaq Malik appreciated the CiK
Executive Board for their extra ordinary
efforts, energy and enthusiasm towards CiK.
Reza Mehrabi - Managing Finance, Keith
Edwards - Secretary, Tracey Mackenzie -
Membership, MOE - Events Planner, Tammy
Ragany - Events Planner, Christophe
Holdrinet, George Apostolou, Zeina Nehme
and Sussan Stanley.

Sponsors were thanked for their generous
support to make the event successful:
CANON - Dherar Hamad, Kuwait Times -
Adnan Saad, KARZ Supermarket - Moussa
Hamad, Royal Digital Computer Center -
Imran Nasim, Crowne Plaza Hotel - Leo
Perera, Movenpick Hotel Al Bida’a - Mario
Bassil and Safir Hotel Fintas - Murli, Cedric,
Raja and  Ahmad Shalaby. Canadian
Community in Kuwait enjoyed the gathering
with their families and friends.

‘Canadians in Kuwait’ holds Thanksgiving



Minister of Information
and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Sheikh

Salman Al-Sabah said Monday
there was a resemblance
between textiles and weaving in
Kuwait and Peru. Cultural
exchange and interaction
between nations will promote
their relationship, Sheikh Salman
told KUNA after the inauguration
of the 1st Peru Textile exhibition,
co-organized by Embassy of Peru,
Sadu House and Peru-Kuwait
friendship committee.

“We want culture to be the link
among peoples in order to
strengthen the principles of
humanity and peace,” said Sheikh
Salman, who also heads the
National Council for Culture, Art

and Letters (NCCAL). He thanked
Sheikha Altaf Salem Al-Ali Al-
Sabah, Sadu House Honorary
President, for sponsoring this her-
itage.

Sheikha Altaf said the exhibi-
tion was part of their program
which was about how Culture of
Textile could be used to
exchange art and culture among
peoples. She said this program
paved way for the Embassy of
Peru to show the country’s differ-
ent types of textiles and weaving.

She said textile of Peru was
similar to the Sadu in terms of
design and color despite the
huge geographical distance
between Peru and Kuwait.
“Culture and Arts speak a univer-
sal language, which is the lan-

guage of humanity, expression
and creativity,” added Sheikha
Altaf. The exhibition includes

clothes, accessories and bags, in
addition to paintings and some
house accessories. —KUNA

Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Al-
Sabah is seen at inauguration of the 1st Peru Textile exhibition. —KUNA photos

W H AT ’ S  ON
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2015

On World COPD Day on 18th November
2015, experts are urging Kuwait residents
to educate themselves about chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and
understand the risk factors with the hope
of slowing the increasing incidence of this
life-threatening disease.

That was the message from the Kuwait
National Respiratory Forum, a special con-
ference hosted by AstraZeneca Gulf that
bought together experts in respiratory
medicine to look for ways to tackle COPD

and other respiratory diseases across the
region.

COPD is a term for a number of condi-
tions including emphysema and chronic
bronchitis. Emphysema affects the lungs’
air sacs and chronic bronchitis affects the
airways. People with COPD can have one or
both of these conditions, which cause
breathing difficulties such as breathless-
ness and chronic cough, and is responsible
for three million deaths each year world-
wide.

Major problem
Professor Moussa Khadadah, Professor of

Medicine at Kuwait University and Head of
Respiratory Unit at Mubarak Hospital said
COPD represents a major public health prob-
lem in countries like Kuwait. “COPD has a
major personal, social and economic impact,”
Professor Khadadah said.

“The prevalence of COPD in MEA is at least
3.6 percent of the population2 and the rate
goes up each year. Fortunately it is largely pre-
ventable - if people know the causes,” he said.

The primary cause of COPD is tobacco smoke
through tobacco use or second-hand smoke.

“Daily activities, such as walking up a short
flight of stairs or carrying a bag of shopping,
can become very difficult as the condition
gradually worsens,” Professor Khadadah said.

“Unfortunately, there is no cure for COPD,
but there are lots of treatments available to
help manage the condition and improve
symptoms. People experiencing any unusual
breathing should see their doctor for a lung
test,” Professor Khadadah advised.

Diagnostic test
COPD is confirmed by a diagnostic test

called spirometry that measures how much
air a person can inhale and exhale, and
how fast air can move into and out of the
lungs. 

The Kuwait National Respiratory Forum
is the first of a series of events held across
the region and hosted by AstraZeneca Gulf
as part of its commitment to improving
outcomes for people with respiratory dis-
eases living in the Gulf region.

World COPD Day: Experts warn disease on the rise in Kuwait 
Life-Threatening disease can be prevented

Textiles, weaving techniques similar in Kuwait, Peru: Sheikh Salman

A view of the audience Professor Mousa Khadada, Head of Chest Department - Mubarek
Hospital - Professor in Kuwait University

Dr Mona Al-Ahmed, Head of Department of
Allergy, Al-Rashed Allergy Center Kuwait

Ambassador of 
Peru to Kuwait Heli

Pelaez Castro

Sheikh Salman 
Al-Sabah

Sheikha Altaf Salem
Al-Ali Al-Sabah

Back for its fifth year, RunQ8 is preparing
for its biggest year yet, with an antici-
pated 2200 participants set to cross the

starting line on November 28th ; all in the
name of a good cause. The annual 10 km
charity race, organized by the non-profit
Fawzia Sultan Rehabilitation Institute (FSRI)
with support from the Ministry of Interior,
aims to raise awareness and funds for its
Children’s Evaluation and Rehabilitation
Center (CERC).

Programs
CERC is FSRI’s non-profit pediatrics facility,

providing specialized and multi-disciplinary
treatment and support for children with dis-
abilities, who could not otherwise get access
to the care they need. The Center provides
comprehensive programs that include physi-
cal therapy, speech therapy, psychology and
occupational therapy. All proceeds from the
race will go towards enabling CERC to contin-
ue providing highly specialized quality care
to the children in Kuwait. 

Dr Elham Al-Hamdan, President and
Medical Director of FSRI, commented: “We are
looking forward to this year’s race, and we

know that this will be our best race yet. Last
year we had such a great turnout, and the
money that was raised went towards improv-
ing the lives of so many families, providing
their children with the life changing treat-
ment they so urgently needed. This would
not have been possible without the over-
whelming support we received from both our
participants and our partners.” 

The majority of the raised funds from
RunQ8 are used to help children and families
that have been unsuccessful in obtaining the
treatment and support they need elsewhere,
providing them access to much needed treat-
ment at a subsidized lower cost, or even for
free in some cases. Last year the race saw the
participation of more than 1800 people from
across the community in Kuwait.

Supporters
“When we first founded this race we didn’t

realize the extent to which this race and its
cause would resonate with the community.
We are grateful to all those who continue to
support RunQ8, and make it bigger and bet-
ter every year,” Dr Elham added, “So whether
you want to run, walk, jog or stroll, you can

still take part in the race. You don’t even
need to cross the finish line; just as long as
you take part and contribute to this great
cause. At the same time, it is an exciting
event for those who wish to run a chipped
competitive race!” 

This year, the race is sponsored by a num-
ber of local organizations, including RunQ8’s
Founding Partner Agility, Burgan Bank, Al-
Ruwayeh and Partners (ASAR), Diyar United
Company (DUC), Openware, Jumeriah
Messilah Beach Hotel and Spa, Royal
Pharmacies and the Athlete’s Foot. In addi-
tion to the support of media partners: Al-
Jarida, Kuwait Times, Good Health Arabia and
6abeeby. RunQ8 also welcomes all organiza-
tions wanting to contribute and support its
efforts, with opportunities for sponsorship
still available.

The race is open to people of all ages and
fitness levels - although participants under
the age of 16 must be accompanied by an
adult. Participants can register for the race via
the official website: runq8.org. You can also
follow both @runq8official and @fsri on
Instagram, and RunQ8 on Facebook for all
updates and news about the race. 

RunQ8 Back for 5th and biggest year
Registration open for one of Kuwait’s biggest charity sporting events

Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK)
announced it is holding a special
film-themed event to honor

Universal Children’s Day at the Attraction
5D Cinema in Discovery Mall on Friday, 20
November, 2015.  The cinema will be open
from 10 am to 11 pm for all Isave and
Bedayati cardholders.  ABK is treating chil-
dren to the most recent 5D movies which
displays the latest form of theatrical effects
that include rain, snow, bubbles, wind, and
lightning, in addition to detailed move-
ments like water drizzle, air blast and vibra-
tions. Children will enjoy free beverages
and snacks when entering the theatre,
along with a free pass to the movies. Three
5D movies will be displayed per hour. 

The United Nations General Assembly’s
Universal Children’s Day takes place annu-
ally on November 20. First created in 1954,
it was established to encourage all coun-
tries to institute a day, firstly to promote

mutual exchange and understanding
among children and secondly to initiate
action to benefit and promote the welfare
of the world’s children.

For more information about Al Ahli
Bank of Kuwait please visit
www.eahli.com, contact an ABK represen-
tative via ‘Ahli Chat’ or a customer service
agent via ‘Ahlan Ahli’ at 1899899.

ABK to Mark Children’s
Day at Discovery Mall



00:50 Gator Boys
01:45 Call Of The Wildman
02:15 Call Of The Wildman
02:40 Bondi Vet
03:35 Tanked
04:25 Ten Deadliest Snakes
05:15 Gator Boys
06:02 Treehouse Masters
06:49 Gangland Killers
07:36 Call Of The Wildman
08:00 Call Of The Wildman
08:25 Dog Rescuers
09:15 Ten Deadliest Snakes
10:10 Treehouse Masters
11:05 Tanked
12:00 Dog Rescuers
12:55 Bondi Vet
13:50 Bondi Vet
14:45 Ten Deadliest Snakes
15:40 Treehouse Masters
16:35 Tanked
17:30 Gangland Killers
18:25 Austin Stevens:
Snakemaster
19:20 Biggest And Baddest
20:15 Tanked
21:10 Shamwari: A Wild Life
21:35 Shamwari: A Wild Life
22:05 Treehouse Masters
23:00 Biggest And Baddest
23:55 Austin Stevens:
Snakemaster

T V  PR O G R A M S
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2015

STAR TREK ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

THE HUNGER GAMES: CATCHING FIRE ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

00:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
00:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
01:00 Food Court Wars
02:00 Mystery Diners
02:30 Mystery Diners
03:00 Man Fire Food
03:30 Man Fire Food
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
04:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
05:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
06:00 Chopped
07:00 Man Fire Food
07:30 Man Fire Food
08:00 Chopped
09:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics

04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
19:00 Hot In Cleveland
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
22:00 Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

02:00 Maximum Risk
03:45 Absolute Killers
05:30 The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire
08:00 Absolute Killers
09:45 Days Of Thunder
11:45 Batman: Assault On Arkham
13:15 The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire
15:45 Absolute Killers
17:30 Clockstoppers
19:30 Star Trek
21:45 Let The Bullets Fly

00:00 Bulletproof
01:45 Renaissance Man
04:00 The Nutty Professor (1996)
06:00 Napoleon Dynamite
08:00 Roommates
10:00 The Nutty Professor (1996)
11:45 Renaissance Man
14:00 The Love Punch
16:00 Roommates
18:00 A Valentine’s Date
20:00 Delivery Man
22:00 Behaving Badly

01:00 Draft Day-PG15
03:00 For Greater Glory-PG15
05:30 Stash House-PG15
07:30 Yellow Rock-PG15
09:00 The Last Days On Mars-
PG15
11:00 Stash House-PG15
13:00 Breathless-PG15
15:00 Song For Marion-PG15
17:00 The Last Days On Mars-
PG15
19:00 Two Men In Town-PG15
21:00 Devil’s Knot-PG15
23:00 Only Lovers Left Alive-18

01:30 The Invisible Woman
03:30 The Alamo
06:00 Evita
08:30 A Secret Promise
10:30 The Alamo
13:00 Se Puder... Dirija!
15:00 Half Of A Yellow Sun
17:00 A Secret Promise
19:00 We Gotta Get Out Of This
Place
21:00 Awakenings
23:00 Cold Creek Manor

01:00 Non-Stop-PG15
03:00 Hercules-PG15
04:45 Miss Julie-PG15
07:00 Chef-PG15
09:00 The Signal-PG15
11:00 A Gift Of Miracles-PG15
13:00 Non-Stop-PG15
15:00 Need For Speed-PG15
17:15 The Signal-PG15
19:00 If I Stay-PG15
21:00 Adore-PG15
23:00 Revenge For Jolly!-PG15

01:00 Hammer Boy
02:45 Miffy The Movie
04:30 Marco Macaco
06:00 Scooby-Doo! Frankencreepy
08:00 Egon And Donci
10:00 Worms
11:30 Christmas Is Here Again
13:00 Miffy The Movie
14:30 Hiroku: Defenders Of Gaia
16:00 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
18:00 Worms
20:00 The Elf Who Stole Christmas
22:00 Hiroku: Defenders Of Gaia
23:30 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Deadliest Catch
02:00 Outback Truckers
02:50 Manhunt With Joel Lambert
03:40 Auction Hunters
04:05 Garage Gold
04:30 Baggage Battles
05:00 Backyard Oil
05:30 How It’s Made
06:00 Alaskan Bush People
06:50 Classic Car Rescue
07:40 Fast N’ Loud
08:30 Auction Hunters
08:55 Garage Gold
09:20 Baggage Battles
09:45 Backyard Oil
10:10 How It’s Made
10:35 Deadliest Catch
11:25 Outback Truckers
12:15 Manhunt With Joel Lambert
13:05 Auction Hunters
13:30 Garage Gold
13:55 Baggage Battles
14:20 Alaskan Bush People
15:10 Classic Car Rescue
16:00 Fast N’ Loud
16:50 Backyard Oil
17:15 How It’s Made
17:40 Ed Stafford: Into The
Unknown
18:30 Kings Of The Wild
19:20 Dual Survival
20:10 Garage Gold
20:35 Baggage Battles
21:00 Ed Stafford: Into The
Unknown
21:50 Boy To Man
22:40 River Monsters
23:30 Classic Car Rescue

00:00 Violetta
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:05 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:45 The Hive
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Lolirock
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie
08:05 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:30 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:55 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:45 Austin & Ally
10:10 Austin & Ally
10:35 H2O: Just Add Water
11:00 H2O: Just Add Water
11:25 Jessie
11:50 Jessie
12:20 Hank Zipzer
12:45 Gravity Falls
13:10 Good Luck Charlie
13:35 I Didn’t Do It
14:00 Dog With A Blog
14:30 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:20 Austin & Ally
15:45 Girl Meets World
16:10 Violetta
17:00 The Next Step
17:25 Mako Mermaids
17:50 Girl Meets World
18:15 Dog With A Blog
18:40 Gravity Falls
19:05 H2O: Just Add Water
19:30 Violetta
20:20 The Next Step
20:45 Good Luck Charlie
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Binny And The Ghost
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
23:10 Wolfblood
23:35 Wolfblood

07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
12:00 Castle

00:00 Deliverance Creek-PG15
02:00 Lucy-PG15
04:00 Planes: Fire And Rescue-PG
06:00 40 Days And Nights-PG15
08:00 Maleficent-PG
10:00 Recoil-PG15
12:00 Fatal Instinct-PG15
14:00 10 Years-PG15
16:00 Maleficent-PG
17:45 Ender’s Game-PG15
19:45 Snowpiercer-PG15
22:00 300: Rise Of An Empire-18

00:00 E! Entertainment Special
00:55 The Grace Helbig Show
01:25 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
02:20 E! News
03:15 Escape Club
04:10 E! Entertainment Special
05:05 E! Entertainment Special
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Kourtney And Kim Take
Miami
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
10:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:35 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
12:05 E! News
13:05 House Of DVF
14:05 Fashion Bloggers
14:30 Fashion Bloggers
15:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
16:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take
The Hamptons
17:00 Giuliana & Bill
18:00 House Of DVF
19:00 WAGs
20:00 Hollywood Cycle
21:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
22:00 E! News
23:00 Dash Dolls

01:05 Harry At 30
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Eggheads
02:55 Coronation Street
03:25 Agatha Christie’s Partners In
Crime
04:20 The Jonathan Ross Show
05:15 Take On The Twisters
06:10 Harry At 30
07:05 Coronation Street
07:30 Agatha Christie’s Partners In
Crime
08:25 The Jonathan Ross Show
09:20 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
10:15 Harry At 30
11:10 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night
Takeaway
12:30 Take On The Twisters
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Eggheads
14:20 Coronation Street
14:45 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
15:35 Seven Days With‚Ä¶
16:30 I’m A Celebrity...Get Me Out
Of Here!
17:50 Eggheads
18:20 Take On The Twisters
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Seven Days With‚Ä¶
20:30 I’m A Celebrity...Get Me Out
Of Here!
21:50 Eggheads
22:20 Eggheads
22:50 The Chase: Celebrity
Specials
23:45 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night
Takeaway

00:00 Salem
01:00 Quantico
02:00 Homeland
06:00 Parenthood
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 The Voice
21:00 Blood & Oil
22:00 Downton Abbey
23:00 Tyrant

00:40 Storm Chasers
01:30 You Have Been Warned
02:20 Home Factory
02:45 Home Factory
03:10 NASA’s Greatest Missions
04:00 Mythbusters
04:48 NASA’s Unexplained Files
05:36 Home Factory
06:00 Home Factory
06:24 NASA’s Greatest Missions
07:12 You Have Been Warned
08:00 Storm Chasers
08:50 Food Factory
09:15 Food Factory
09:40 How It’s Made
10:05 How It’s Made
10:30 NASA’s Unexplained Files
11:20 Race To Escape
12:10 NASA’s Greatest Missions
13:00 Mythbusters
13:50 How It’s Made
14:15 How It’s Made
14:40 Food Factory
15:05 Food Factory
15:30 Race To Escape
16:20 NASA’s Greatest Missions
17:10 You Have Been Warned
18:00 How It’s Made
18:25 How It’s Made
18:50 Food Factory
19:15 Food Factory
19:40 You Can’t Lick Your Elbow
20:05 You Can’t Lick Your Elbow
20:30 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?
21:20 Mythbusters
22:10 NASA’s Unexplained Files
23:00 You Can’t Lick Your Elbow
23:25 You Can’t Lick Your Elbow
23:50 What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?

00:00 Maximum Risk-18
01:45 Absolute Killers-PG15

11:30 Barefoot Contessa: Back To
Basics
12:00 Chopped
13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
13:30 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
15:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
16:00 Chopped
17:00 The Kitchen
18:00 Jenny And Reza’s Fabulous
Food Academy
18:30 Trisha’s Southern Kitchen
19:00 Chopped
20:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
21:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
21:30 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
22:00 Man Finds Food

03:14 Grojband
03:35 Johnny Test
05:05 Total Drama: All Stars
05:27 Total Drama: All Stars
05:50 Regular Show
06:00 The Amazing World Of
Gumball

07:00 Uncle Grandpa
07:25 Adventure Time
07:50 Teen Titans Go!
08:35 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
09:00 Ben 10 Omniverse
09:45 Regular Show
10:30 Clarence
10:55 Dreamworks Dragons:
Riders Of Berk
11:20 Total Drama World Tour
11:40 Total Drama World Tour
12:05 Johnny Test
12:50 New Steven Universe
13:02 Steven Universe
13:15 Uncle Grandpa
13:40 Regular Show
14:25 Adventure Time
15:10 New The Amazing World Of
Gumball
15:21 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
15:35 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:00 Ben 10 Omniverse
16:45 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
17:10 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
17:30 Teen Titans Go!
18:20 Regular Show
19:05 New The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:16 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:30 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:51 Adventure Time
20:15 New Steven Universe
20:27 Steven Universe
20:40 Uncle Grandpa
21:00 Teen Titans Go!
21:50 Ben 10 Omniverse
22:40 Adventure Time
00:10 Regular Show
01:40 Total Drama: Revenge Of

03:10 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
04:00 California Investigator
04:25 California Investigator
04:45 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
05:10 Who On Earth...
05:30 The Haunted
06:20 Forensic Detectives
07:10 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
08:00 Nightmare Next Door
08:50 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
09:40 Fatal Encounters
10:30 Murder Shift
11:20 Forensic Detectives
12:10 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
13:00 The Will
13:50 I Almost Got Away With It
14:40 California Investigator
15:05 Nightmare Next Door
15:55 Fatal Encounters
16:45 On The Case With Paula
Zahn
17:35 Murder Shift
18:25 I Almost Got Away With It
19:15 Forensic Detectives
20:05 True Crime With Aphrodite
Jones
20:55 California Investigator
21:20 The Will
22:10 Who On Earth...
22:35 Who On Earth...
23:00 Deadly Affairs
23:50 Deadly Women
00:40 Who On Earth...
01:05 Who On Earth...
01:30 The Haunted
02:20 Ghost Lab

03:05 Calimero
03:20 Zou
03:30 Loopdidoo
03:45 Art Attack
04:10 Henry Hugglemonster
04:20 Calimero
04:35 Zou
04:45 Loopdidoo
05:00 Art Attack
05:25 Henry Hugglemonster
05:35 Calimero
05:50 Zou
06:00 Loopdidoo
06:15 Art Attack
06:35 Henry Hugglemonster
06:50 Calimero
07:00 Zou
07:20 Loopdidoo
07:35 Art Attack
08:00 Calimero
08:10 Zou
08:25 Limon And Oli
08:35 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
09:05 Sofia The First
09:30 Miles From Tomorrow
10:00 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:30 Doc McStuffins
11:00 Sofia The First
11:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
11:55 Miles From Tomorrow

12:25 Doc McStuffins
12:55 Loopdidoo
13:10 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
13:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
14:00 Sofia The First
14:30 Henry Hugglemonster
14:45 Calimero
15:00 Doc McStuffins
15:30 Zou
15:45 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
16:15 Sofia The First
16:45 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
17:10 Aladdin
17:40 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
18:10 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
18:40 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:55 Cars Toons
19:00 Miles From Tomorrow
19:30 Sofia The First
19:55 Doc McStuffins
20:15 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
20:45 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
21:05 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
21:35 Sofia The First
22:00 Aladdin
22:30 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
23:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
23:30 Lilo & Stitch
00:00 Nina Needs To Go
00:05 Henry Hugglemonster
00:20 Calimero
00:35 Zou
00:50 Loopdidoo
01:05 Art Attack
01:30 Henry Hugglemonster
01:45 Calimero
02:00 Zou
02:15 Loopdidoo
02:30 Art Attack
02:55 Henry Hugglemonster

07:00 Penn Zero: Part Time Hero
07:25 Supa Strikas
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 K.C Undercover
08:40 Lab Rats
09:10 Star vs The Forces Of Evil
09:35 Kirby Buckets
10:00 Annedroids
10:30 Phineas And Ferb
10:55 Rocket Monkeys
11:20 Boyster
11:45 Super Matrak
12:10 Super Matrak
12:40 Mighty Med
13:05 Ultimate Spider-Man
13:30 Supa Strikas
14:00 Kickin’ It
14:25 Pokemon: XY
14:50 Phineas And Ferb
15:15 Rocket Monkeys
15:40 Penn Zero: Part Time Hero
16:10 Star vs The Forces Of Evil
16:35 Kirby Buckets
17:00 Mighty Med
17:25 K.C Undercover
17:55 Supa Strikas
18:20 Lab Rats: Bionic Island
18:45 Mighty Med
19:10 Annedroids
19:40 Kickin’ It
20:05 K.C Undercover
20:30 Supa Strikas
20:55 Lab Rats
21:25 Kirby Buckets
21:50 Kickin’ It
22:15 Mighty Med

03:45 Predator CSI
04:40 Animal Fight Club
05:35 The Pack
06:30 Dangerous Encounters
07:25 Predator CSI
08:20 The Incredible Dr. Pol
09:15 Unlikely Animal Friends
10:10 Expedition Wild
11:05 Swamp Men
12:00 Monster Fish
12:55 World’s Deadliest Animals
13:50 Dangerous Encounters
14:45 Predator CSI
15:40 The Incredible Dr. Pol
16:35 Unlikely Animal Friends
17:30 Expedition Wild
18:25 Swamp Men
19:20 Predator CSI
20:10 The Incredible Dr. Pol
21:00 Unlikely Animal Friends
21:50 Expedition Wild
22:40 Swamp Men
23:30 Monster Fish
00:20 World’s Deadliest Animals
01:10 Dangerous Encounters
02:00 Brutal Killers
02:50 World’s Deadliest Killer Three

03:40 Ultimate Shopper
04:30 Jon & Kate Plus 8
05:00 Little People, Big World
05:30 Cake Boss
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress
06:25 Bakery Boss
07:15 Toddlers & Tiaras
08:05 Perfect Look
08:55 Our Little Family
09:20 Our Little Family
09:45 Jon & Kate Plus 8
10:10 Little People, Big World
10:35 Sister Wives
11:25 Cake Boss
11:50 Perfect Look
12:40 Bakery Boss
13:30 Oprah: Where Are They
Now?
14:20 Oprah’s Master Class
15:10 Jon & Kate Plus 8
15:35 Little People, Big World
16:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
16:50 Sister Wives
17:40 Cake Boss
18:05 Say Yes To The Dress
18:30 Ultimate Shopper
19:20 Say Yes To The Dress:
Randy Knows Best
19:45 Say Yes To The Dress:
Randy Knows Best
20:10 Bakery Boss
21:00 Diagnose Me
21:50 My Baby Has Two Heads:
Body Bizarre
22:40 Psychic Matchmaker
23:05 90 Days To Wed
23:55 Diagnose Me
00:45 My Baby Has Two Heads:
Body Bizarre
01:35 Psychic Matchmaker
02:00 90 Days To Wed
02:50 Sister Wives

03:30 The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire-PG15
06:00 Absolute Killers-PG15
07:45 Days Of Thunder-PG15
09:45 Batman: Assault On Arkham-
PG15
11:15 The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire-PG15
13:45 Absolute Killers-PG15
15:30 Clockstoppers-FAM
17:30 Star Trek-PG15
19:45 Let The Bullets Fly-PG15
22:00 Hitman-18

The Island
02:03 Total Drama: Revenge Of
The Island
02:26 Total Drama: Revenge Of
The Island
02:51 Grojband

22:40 Phineas And Ferb
23:05 Penn Zero: Part Time Hero
23:30 Phineas And Ferb
00:00 Programmes Start At 7:00am
KSA
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Classifieds
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2015

Fajr: 04:51

Shorook 06:13

Duhr: 11:33

Asr: 14:32

Maghrib: 16:52

Isha: 18:12

Kuwait

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Wednesday 18/11/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
MSC 405 Sohag 00:05
SYR 343 Damascus/KAC 00:10
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
THY 772 Istanbul 01:05
MSR 614 Cairo 01:20
DLH 635 Doha 01:35
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:45
CLX 784 Luxembourg 01:45
PGT 858 Istanbul 02:00
UAE 853 Dubai 02:30
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:50
OMA 643 Muscat 02:55
FDB 067 Dubai 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:05
MSR 612 Cairo 03:10
CEB 7694 Manila 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:15
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:25
THY 1464 Istanbul 03:25
AGY 680 Alexandria 04:30
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:40
THY 770 Istanbul 05:55
THY 764 Istanbul 05:55
FDB 5061 Dubai 06:30
BAW 157 London 06:40
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 07:20
QTR 1086 Doha 07:40
KAC 204 Lahore 07:40
FDB 053 Dubai 07:45
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:50
OMA 641 Muscat 07:55
KAC 382 Delhi 08:00
KAC 352 Kochi 08:20
KAC 206 Islamabad 08:25
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 08:30
KAC 344 Chennai 08:30
UAE 855 Dubai 08:40
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:50
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:10
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:20
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
IRA 665 Shiraz 10:40
IAW 157 Al Najaf 10:50
UAE 873 Dubai 11:05
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 11:15
SVA 9314 Jeddah 11:20
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
AGY 684 Sohag 11:35
MEA 404 Beirut 11:55
SAW 701 Damascus 12:20
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
IRM 1188 Mashhad 12:25
MSC 401 Alexandria 12:30
KAC 546 Alexandria 12:30
JZR 561 Sohag 12:45
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
IRC 6511 ABD 13:00
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
CLX 792 Luxembourg 13:15
IZG 4167 Mashhad 13:30
IYE 826 Sanaa/Mukalla 13:30
SVA 9313 Jeddah 13:35
KNE 460 Riyadh 13:50

IRC 526 Mashhad 13:55
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:10
FDB 057 Dubai 14:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 14:15
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
SVA 9311 Jeddah 14:35
KNE 472 Jeddah 14:35
KAC 672 Dubai 14:45
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:50
KAC 512 Mashhad 14:50
KNE 462 Madinah 14:55
GFA 221 Bahrain 15:00
MRJ 4815 Mashhad 15:15
OMA 645 Muscat 15:30
KAC 562 Amman 15:40
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:45
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
QTR 1072 Doha 16:10
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:25
JZR 357 Mashhad 16:30
FDB 051 Dubai 16:30
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:40
KAC 542 Cairo 16:55
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
SYR 341 Damascus 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
IRC 6521 Lamerd 17:20
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:55
KAC 502 Beirut 18:00
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
FDB 063 Dubai 18:05
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:30
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:40
ABY 123 Sharjah 18:45
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:25
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:30
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 618 Doha 19:35
KAC 154 Istanbul 19:45
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
KAC 102 New York/London 19:55
ETD 919 Abu Dhabi 19:55
KAC 792 Madinah 19:55
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
FDB 061 Dubai 20:20
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
MSR 606 Luxor 20:45
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:50
JAI 572 Mumbai 20:55
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:55
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:20
ALK 229 Colombo 21:25
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:00
QTR 1082 Doha 22:00
KAC 564 Amman 22:25
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:25
FDB 059 Dubai 22:30
BBC 044 Dhaka/Dammam 22:40
JZR 239 Amman 23:05
JZR 185 Dubai 23:15
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:55
MSC 403 Asyut 23:55

Departure Flights on Wednesday 18/11/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JAD 302 Amman 00:15
FDB 072 Dubai 00:40
MSC 404 Asyut 00:55
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:55
MSC 406 Sohag 01:00
UAL 981 IAD 01:10
SYR 344 Damascus 01:10
MSR 615 Cairo 02:20
THY 773 Istanbul 02:30
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:35
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:45
CLX 784 GYD 03:15
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:50
PGT 859 Istanbul 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
MSR 613 Cairo 04:10
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:15
QTR 1077 Doha 05:00
THY 765 Istanbul 05:15
KAC 545 Alexandria 05:20
AGY 685 Sohag 05:30
JZR 560 Sohag 06:10
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:55
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
RJA 645 Amman 07:05
THY 771 Istanbul 07:05
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:10
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 511 Mashhad 08:30
QTR 1087 Doha 08:40
BAW 156 London 08:45
OMA 642 Muscat 08:55
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:25
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
UAE 856 Dubai 09:55
KAC 541 Cairo 09:55
KAC 117 New York 09:55
KAC 561 Amman 10:00
JZR 482 Istanbul 10:00
KAC 671 Dubai 10:05
CEB 7695 Manila 10:20
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:25
KAC 501 Beirut 10:30
KAC 175 Frankfurt/Geneva 10:30
JZR 356 Mashhad 10:30
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
KAC 153 Istanbul 10:40
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
IRA 664 Shiraz 11:40
IAW 158 Al Najaf 11:50
AXB 890 Mangalore 12:15
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:20
KAC 103 London 12:25
UAE 874 Dubai 12:30
AGY 681 Asyut 12:35
SVA 2315 Jeddah 12:50
MEA 405 Beirut 12:55
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
MSC 402 Alexandria 13:30
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:40

JZR 176 Dubai 13:45
IRC 6522 Lamerd 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
CLX 792 Hanoi 14:30
IYE 827 Mukalla/Sanaa 14:30
IZG 4168 Mashhad 14:30
KNE 481 Taif 14:50
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:55
IRC 527 Mashhad 14:55
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
SVA 2313 Jeddah 15:05
KAC 791 Madinah 15:10
FDB 058 Dubai 15:10
QTR 1079 Doha 15:10
IRM 1187 Tehran 15:30
KNE 473 Jeddah 15:35
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:45
SVA 503 Madinah/Jeddah 15:45
KAC 617 Doha 15:45
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:50
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
SVA 2311 Jeddah 16:05
MRJ 4814 Mashhad 16:15
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:25
OMA 646 Muscat 16:30
KAC 563 Amman 16:45
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 17:30
JZR 238 Amman 17:30
FDB 052 Dubai 17:35
QTR 1073 Doha 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
JZR 538 Cairo 17:45
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
SYR 342 Damascus 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
IRC 6512 ABD 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:40
JZR 554 Alexandria 19:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:10
FDB 064 Dubai 19:20
ABY 124 Sharjah 19:25
UAE 876 Dubai 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
KAC 283 Dhaka 20:35
KAC 361 Colombo 20:45
QTR 1081 Doha 20:50
KAC 351 Kochi 20:55
KAC 343 Chennai 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
KAC 331 Trivandrum 21:10
OMA 648 Muscat 21:20
FDB 062 Dubai 21:20
MSR 619 Alexandria 21:45
DLH 634 Doha 21:45
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:50
JAI 571 Mumbai 21:55
KAC 381 Delhi 22:00
JZR 502 Luxor 22:00
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:10
KAC 203 Lahore 22:10
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:10
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:25
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
ETD 920 Dubai 22:35
UAE 860 Dubai 22:55
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 23:00
QTR 1083 Doha 23:05

SHARQIA-1
ATOMIC EDEN 12:15 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 2:15 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 4:00 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 6:00 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 8:00 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 10:00 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 12:05 AM

SHARQIA-2
SPECTRE 12:30 PM
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA2 1:30 PM
SPECTRE 3:30 PM
SPECTRE 6:30 PM
SPECTRE 9:30 PM
SPECTRE 12:30 AM

SHARQIA-3
GOOSEBUMPS 11:45 AM
SPECTRE 2:00 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 5:00 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 8:15 PM
SPECTRE 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-1
ATOMIC EDEN 12:45 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 2:45 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 4:45 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 6:45 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 8:45 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 10:45 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 12:45 AM

MUHALAB-2
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 1:00 PM
SPECTRE 1:30 PM
AKHIL 4:15 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 4:15 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 7:30 PM
SPECTRE 11:00 PM

MUHALAB-3
SPECTRE 12:00 PM
SPECTRE 3:00 PM
SPECTRE 6:00 PM
SPECTRE 9:00 PM
SPECTRE 12:05 AM

FANAR-1
STEVE JOBS 12:45 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 1:30 PM
STEVE JOBS 3:15 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 5:45 PM
STEVE JOBS 7:45 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 10:15 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 12:15 AM

FANAR-2
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 12:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 2:30 PM
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 4:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 6:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 8:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 10:30 PM
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 12:30 AM

FANAR-3
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 11:45 AM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 3:00 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 6:15 PM

PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 9:30 PM
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY: THE GHOST DIMENSION 12:45 AM

FANAR-4
SPECTRE 12:30 PM
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY: THE GHOST DIMENSION 1:30 PM
SPECTRE 3:30 PM
SPECTRE 6:30 PM
SPECTRE 9:30 PM
SPECTRE 12:30 AM

FANAR-5
SPECTRE 11:30 AM
SPECTRE 2:30 PM
SPECTRE 5:30 PM
AKHIL 6:00 PM
SPECTRE 8:30 PM
EVERYDAY I LOVE YOU 8:30 PM
SPECTRE 11:30 PM

MARINA-1
UNCONSCIOUS 12:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 2:30 PM
UNCONSCIOUS 4:30 PM
UNCONSCIOUS 6:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 8:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 10:30 PM
UNCONSCIOUS 12:30 AM

MARINA-2
SPECTRE 12:00 PM
SPECTRE 3:00 PM
SPECTRE 6:00 PM
SPECTRE 9:00 PM
SPECTRE 12:05 AM

MARINA-3
ATOMIC EDEN 12:15 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 2:00 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 4:00 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 6:00 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 8:00 PM
SPECTRE 10:00 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 1:00 AM

AVENUES-1
STEVE JOBS 12:15 PM
STEVE JOBS 2:45 PM
STEVE JOBS 5:15 PM
STEVE JOBS 7:45 PM
STEVE JOBS 10:15 PM
STEVE JOBS 12:45 AM

AVENUES-2
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 1:00 PM
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA2 4:15 PM
VEDHALAM 6:15 PM
EYAL HAREEFA 9:15 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 11:30 PM

AVENUES-3
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 12:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 2:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 4:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 6:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 8:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 10:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 12:30 AM
AVENUES-4
SPECTRE 1:15 PM

ATOMIC EDEN 2:00 PM
SPECTRE 4:15 PM
SPECTRE 7:15 PM
NO THU
SPECTRE 7:15 PM
SPECTRE 10:15 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 1:15 AM

AVENUES-5
UNCONSCIOUS 12:00 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 2:00 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 5:15 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 8:30 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 11:45 PM

AVENUES-6
ATOMIC EDEN 11:30 AM
ATOMIC EDEN 1:30 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 3:30 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 5:30 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 7:30 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 9:30 PM
ATOMIC EDEN 11:30 PM

AVENUES-7
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 1:30 PM
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 3:45 PM
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 6:00 PM
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 8:15 PM
EVERYDAY I LOVE YOU 8:00 PM
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 10:30 PM
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 12:45 AM

360º- 1
GOOSEBUMPS 11:30 AM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 1:45 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 5:00 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 8:15 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 11:30 PM

36º- 2
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 11:30 AM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 1:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 3:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 5:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 7:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 9:30 PM
ARBA’A KOTCHINA 11:30 PM

360º- 3
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 12:00 PM
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA2 3:15 PM
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA2 5:15 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 7:15 PM
PREM RATAN DHAN PAYO 10:30 PM

AL-KOUT.1
SPECTRE 12:15 PM
SPECTRE 3:15 PM
SPECTRE 6:15 PM
SPECTRE 9:15 PM
SPECTRE 12:15 AM

AL-KOUT.2
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 12:00 PM
UNCONSCIOUS 2:45 PM
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 4:45 PM
UNCONSCIOUS 6:45 PM
BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA 8:45 PM
UNCONSCIOUS 10:45 PM

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(12/11/2015 TO 18/11/2015) 

Prayer timings

Automated enquiry
about the

Civil ID card is

1889988

112

MATRIMONIAL

CHANGE OF NAME

SITUATION VACANT

Old name Murtaza, new
name Murtaza Shabbir
Saifuddin, Address - Dhiya
New Abadi, VPO Partapur,
Banswara Raj, India,
Passport No. G0081303.
(C 5079)
18-11-2915

I, Varikkody Nazar,
Varikkody House, P.O
Vengalam, Kozhikode hold-
er of Indian Passport No.
H8465519 hereby change
my name as Abdul Nazar
Varikoly with immediate
effect. (C 5078)
17-11-2015

I, NAGOOR GANI AHAMAD
SALIH, S/o Thiru. Nagoor
Gani, Muslim, born on 21st
April 1960, Passport No.
J5551958 (native district:
Thanjavur), residing at No.
158, Kandiyan Street,
Chakkarapalli Post,
Papanasam Taluk,
Thanjavur Dist - 614211,
shall henceforth be known
as N. MOHAMED SALIH S/o
Nagoor Gani Ahmad Salih.
(C 5073)
15-11-2015

I, Abdul Rasheed Usman
Walile changed to new
name as Rasheed Usman
Walile, Indian Passport No.
G5617919, VPO Rajawadi TK.
Mahad, Raigad DT. MS.
(C 5071)
14-11-2015

Wanted Indian female cook
for a small Kuwaiti family.
Contact: 99574355 (C 5077)
17-11-2015

Seeking for Marthoman
Groom, Alliance invited for
Kerala Marthoman family
for their daughter, 26 years,
165 cm, Bsc Nurse, MOH
Kuwait, from Marthoman
boys from Kuwait or
Western countries and
Europe age limit 28 to 31
years, Btech, MBA etc, from
God fearing family. Contact
email:
benjaminbabu57@gmail.com
(C 5074)
15-11-2015

Accountant (Indian) having
23 years of experience in
Middle East doing all kinds
of Accounts up to
Finalization & Audit
Reporting, looking for a
placement with transfer-
able Iqama. Contact:
97934610. (C 5075)
16-11-2015

SITUATION WANTED



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2015

It’s time to face your own ghosts before jumping in to tackle the issues of your
friends and family. Your role within your peer group can become quite muddled
over the months ahead if you don’t conquer your fear of getting lost in the
crowd. You may be searching for happiness through your relationships, but
serenity of mind and heart cannot be found until you first find peace within
yourself. Imagine that you could be a caterpillar one moment and a butterfly the
next.     

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Your rigidity can get the best of you today unless you notice the warning
signs in time. Observe your tendency to grow agitated while you are
defending your position or arguing your point of view. Stop long enough
to reconsider your priorities before you engage in any unnecessary power
struggles. Your conclusions will help you decide if you need to hold your
posture or if you benefit more by letting it go. Out with the old, in with the
new.           

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Your long-held beliefs could be the source of duress today. It’s not
that the waves of self-doubt are threatening to your well-being, it’s just that
dancing at the edge may bring up old fears that stand in the way of your creativ-
ity. Although your past might be holding you back now, give yourself permission
to have fun interacting with others, anyhow. You won’t fall over the cliff as long
as you stay conscious of the present moment. Counting your blessings inspires
you to greater heights.  

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Maintaining your individual perspective while still remaining receptive to the opin-
ions of others is more complicated than you think. Contrary to your current logic,
your uncertainty is not a sign of instability. Instead, it may be more representative of
your resiliency, allowing your emotions to move in their naturally fluid manner. Still,
it’s critical to keep up your regular routine because it’s unhealthy to let your needs
get washed away in the tides of everyone else’s feelings. Paradoxically, building a
strong foundation is possible even while going with the flow.    

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

A sudden epiphany may surprisingly open new doorways in your quest for love
and romance. But this newly found awareness won’t necessarily make life easier,
for you can plainly see where your pride gets in your own way. You are known for
your generosity of spirit and have plenty of affection to bestow on others. Rest
assured that you can improve your most important relationships by sharing
what’s on your mind with an open heart. Giving the gift of yourself is a perfect
place to start.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You don’t feel like following the rules at work today because you’re afraid that
you might lose the substantial progress you’ve already made. Usually, your men-
tal flexibility allows you to incorporate new information and make rational
choices based upon what you learn. But if you spend time fighting the
inevitable now, you may end up missing important facts which can return to
bite you later on. Take a deep breath and make a different plan. Luckily, falling
back on your innate need for methodical analysis will serve you well.      

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You might find yourself trapped in a difficult situation today, but this
dilemma has probably been brewing for quite a while. However, your frus-
tration reaches a climax now as you realize there isn’t an easy way out.
Unfortunately, a sudden breakthrough won’t necessarily bring you a fast
solution. Just keep moving toward your own vulnerability so you come
out the other side even stronger. Your emotional authenticity saves the
day.   

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You could be somewhat disconnected from your innermost feelings but,
oddly enough, this disassociation won’t necessarily make you uncomfort-
able today. Think of it as a short vacation from your personal world of
intensity. You haven’t lost anything essential; whatever passion you’re miss-
ing now will return shortly. There’s no reason to panic if you just observe
your process and maintain your wicked sense of humor.   

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Although you may be over the rainbow with optimism today, you still have
much to gain by taking life more seriously. Keep the communication channels
wide open, even if something pops up on your radar screen that is less than
positive. Don’t remain silent just to preserve a cavalier appearance. It’s more cru-
cial to talk about what is real now than what is possible. Honesty is the best poli-
cy for all parties involved.     

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Your tail is dragging today, especially if you haven’t been taking proper care of
yourself. Your energy is running on empty and the stresses you are currently jug-
gling may seem like just too much to manage. Although your discomfort might
be physical, the solution will be found in the spiritual realms now. Rest while you
can, for you’re going to need all your strength to face the challenges in front of
you. Pray now, work later.              

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

A vaguely familiar issue is back for another round of contemplation now.
Handling this blast from the past may be rather stressful, for you’re not in the
mood to talk about your feelings today. The good news is you don’t need to say
anything at all. This emotional journey is about facing your shortcomings, exam-
ining your fears and learning from your mistakes. A little bit of courage goes a
long way to pave the road to a brighter future. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Your moods continue to shift throughout the day and your current changeability
takes its toll on those closest to you. Still, it’s critical to keep expressing your feel-
ings today, regardless of the resistance you might receive from others. Let your
fluctuating needs register on the surface, for everyone will see through your
attempts to hide them, anyway. Transparency works in your favor when you’re
telling the truth right from the start.             

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)
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ACROSS
1. (usually followed by `to') Naturally disposed

toward.
4. A dehydrogenated analogue of cortisol

(trade names Orasone or Deltasone or
Liquid Pred or Meticorten).

11. A hormone produced by the anterior pitu-
itary gland that stimulates the adrenal
cortex.

15. The longer of the two telegraphic signals
used in Morse code.

16. An employee of a bank who receives and
pays out money.

17. A member of the Siouan people formerly
living in the Missouri river valley in NE
Nebraska.

18. Lower in esteem.
20. Minute floating marine tunicate having a

transparent body with an opening at each
end.

21. The 13th letter of the Hebrew alphabet.
22. An Indian side dish of yogurt and chopped

cucumbers and spices.
23. The chief solid component of mammalian

urine.
26. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali

earth group.
27. Not made explicit.
30. Relating to or associated with Arabia or its

people.
33. A federation of North American labor

unions that merged with the Congress of
Industrial Organizations in 1955.

34. The quarter of many North African cities in
which the citadel is located.

38. A small island.
42. (computer science) A unit for measuring

the execution speed of computers.
43. A South American shrub whose leaves are

chewed by natives of the Andes.
44. Horny plate covering and protecting part

of the dorsal surface of the digits.
45. A lyric poem with complex stanza forms.
46. A commercial leavening agent containing

yeast cells.
48. Swelling from excessive accumulation of

serous fluid in tissue.
49. A transparent optical device used to con-

verge or diverge transmitted light and to
form images.

51. An indehiscent fruit derived from a single
ovary having one or many seeds within a
fleshy wall or pericarp.

54. A Kwa language spoken in Ghana and the
Ivory Coast.

55. A colorless and odorless inert gas.
56. A sweetened beverage of diluted fruit

juice.
59. Bulbous herb of southern Europe widely

naturalized.
63. French filmmaker (1908-1982).
67. A mountainous island in eastern

Indonesia.
69. Speaking softly without vibration of the

vocal cords.
71. Australian shrubs and small trees with

evergreen usually spiny leaves and dense
clusters of showy flowers.

72. A member of a seafaring group of North
American Indians who lived on the Pacific
coast of British Columbia and southwest-
ern Alaska.

75. An important seaport on the Island of
Cebu in the Philippines.

76. Devoid of warmth and cordiality.
77. A family of birds coextensive with the

order Rheiformes.
79. An Arabic speaking person who lives in

Arabia or North Africa.
80. An American doctorate usually based on

at least 3 years graduate study and a dis-
sertation.

81. A Dravidian language spoken in southern
India.

82. A small cake leavened with yeast.

DOWN
1. The sixth month of the civil year.
2. A metabolic acid found in yeast and liver

cells.
3. Of or relating to or characteristic of Thailand

of its people.
4. A large group of islands in the south Pacific

including Melanesia and Micronesia and
Polynesia (and sometimes Australasia and
the Malay Archipelago).

5. An intensely radioactive metallic element
that occurs in minute amounts in urani-
um ores.

6. An ancient city on the Nile in Egypt.
7. An African river that flows northwest into

Lake Chad.
8. Treated with oil.
9. Type genus of the Nepidae.
10. A period marked by distinctive character

or reckoned from a fixed point or event.
11. Before noon.
12. A rotating disk shaped to convert circular

into linear motion.
13. 100 thebe equal 1 pula.
14. (Old Testament) The minister of the Persian

emperor who hated the Jews and was
hanged for plotting to massacre them.

19. English historian noted for his constitu-
tional history of medieval England (1825-
1901).

24. (folklore) Fairies that are somewhat mis-
chievous.

25. A nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug
(trade name Clinoril).

28. Formerly a term of respect for important
white Europeans in colonial India.

29. An amino acid that is found in the central
nervous system.

31. Someone who takes spoils or plunder (as
in war).

32. Made of wood of the aspen tree n.
35. Lean end of the neck.
36. Male cat.
37. A radioactive element of the actinide

series.
39. A branch of the Tai languages.
40. Capital and largest city and economic cen-

ter of Peru.
41. A feeling of strong eagerness (usually in

favor of a person or cause).
47. The blood group whose red cells carry

both the A and B antigens.
50. A dress worn primarily by Hindu women.
52. Tiny lobster-like crustaceans usually boiled

briefly.
53. Any of various plants of the genus Althaea.
57. Go ashore.
58. The compass point midway between

northeast and east.
60. Being one more than two.
61. A resin used in adhesives and paints.
62. Ash-colored or anemic looking from illness

or emotion.
64. A drama set to music.
65. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on a

skewer usually with vegetables.
66. A popular island resort in the Netherlands

Antilles.
68. (used of count nouns) Every one consid-

ered individually.
70. Someone who works (or provides workers)

during a strike.
73. Belonging to or on behalf of a specified

person (especially yourself).
74. An agency of the United Nations affiliated

with the World Bank.
78. (astronomy) The angular distance of a

celestial point measured westward along
the celestial equator from the zenith
crossing.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Toga 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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Afilm about a wave of jihadist attacks on Paris due out
today has been pulled from cinemas, with the
release of a string of others also touching on terror-

ism now being questioned. “Made in France”, about a series
of simultaneous attacks on the French capital, had already
been dropped by distributors in the wake of the Charlie
Hebdo and kosher supermarket shootings in January. Its
hard-hitting poster shows a Kalashnikov assault rifle-the
weapon used by gunmen in Friday’s bloodshed-superim-
posed on the Eiffel tower, with the tagline, “The threat
comes from within” in reference to the sort of homegrown
extremists now known to have been behind both attacks
on the French capital this year. 

The plot of the thriller has eerie parallels with reality,
with an extremist cell planning a series of shootings and
bombings across Paris “that will shake France” and the
world.  “We are at war,” their leader says, in a chilling coun-
terpoint to President Francois Hollande’s words to parlia-
ment on Monday. The film’s producers ordered the posters
be taken down from the city’s metro system the morning
after the attacks but insisted yesterday it would be wrong if
this “brilliant picture” was never shown in cinemas. Director
Nicolas Boukhrief told AFP he made the film as an antidote
to the “poison” of jihadist propaganda, aiming it at alienated
youth in the country’s sometimes troubled suburbs.

“History has caught up with the film,” said the former
journalist, whose father is Algerian, and who began investi-
gating how young people on tough housing estates had
become radicalized after Mohamed Merah killed seven
people including three Jewish schoolchildren in the 2012
attacks on Toulouse and Montauban in southern France.
“The young people in the film are French,” he said, “just like
the Kouachi brothers” who carried out the Charlie Hebdo

killings and most of the attackers so far identified from
Friday’s bloodshed. 

Cinema ‘must open dialogue’ 
Doubts were also raised about the release of three other

French films which touch on the sensitive subject of terror
and jihadist brides. “Les Cowboys”, which tells the story of a
French father’s search for his daughter after she runs off

with her Islamist boyfriend to a training camp in Pakistan,
was due be released next week, with “Taj Mahal”, about a
young girl caught in the 2008 attack on Mumbai, to hit the
screens a week later. But the makers of both films told AFP
Tuesday they were convinced the openings should go
ahead as planned. 

“Les Cowboys” producer Alain Attal said it was wrong to
call into question whether the film-shot by Thomas

Bidegain, who wrote the Oscar-nominated “A Prophet”-
should be released because it might upset or offend. “This
film is not about what happened (in Paris)... this terrible
thing which has happened in front of our eyes and which is
traumatizing us.   “No, we should not be doubting ourselves.
We cannot let guys in cars with Kalashnikovs change the
way things are,” he argued. Bac Films, distributor of “Taj
Mahal”, was equally adamant. “In the face of unspeakable
terror and religious obscuranticism, the cinema is there to
open a dialogue,” boss Mathieu Robinet told AFP.

‘People need to talk’ 
He said it was important that the story of an 18-year-old

French girl stuck alone in her room in the Indian hotel as
gunmen roam its corridors was seen right now. “I think peo-
ple need to talk (about the attacks) and they will need to do
so for some weeks yet-just look at what is happening on
social media. We need to know who these people are, and
this film gives an opening to that.” A fourth French feature
film has also been caught up in the fall-out from the attacks. 

After the January attacks, director Bertrand Bonello had
admitted he was  “troubled” about links being made with
his film, “Paris is a Party”, about a group of apolitical young
people who bomb the city, which has just been finished.
Bonello, best known for “Saint Laurent”, his biopic of the
fashion designer Yves Saint Laurent, told the Le Monde dai-
ly Monday that it was “too complicated” to talk about how
and when the film would be released in light of Friday’s
events. — AFP

Jihadist thriller pulled from cinemas after Paris attacks

Alessia Cara is quickly emerging as a
breakout teen star but the singer is
determined not only to avoid the pit-

falls of celebrity, but to serve as a champion
for those who feel out of place. The 19-year-
old won unexpected fame from her bedroom
in suburban Toronto starting five years ago as
she posted cover songs on YouTube, turning
her rich soul voice on hits from artists includ-
ing Lorde, Amy Winehouse and Taylor Swift,
who recently invited her to perform at a con-
cert. The covers, accompanied by tongue-in-
cheek but strikingly accurate impressions of
famous singers, led to a record deal with Def
Jam, a prominent label best known for hip-
hop, and Cara has spent the last two years
writing an album.

Despite her fan base among teens, Cara
picked the mature-sounding “Here” as the
first single off “Know-It-All,” her debut album
released on Friday. On “Here,” set to an Isaac
Hayes soul sample also used in the 1995 song
“Glory Box” by English trip-hoppers
Portishead, Cara sings with poise of her dread
at a party “under clouds of marijuana” and
loud but dull music. “Excuse me if I seem a lit-
tle unimpressed with this / An anti-social pes-
simist, but usually I don’t mess with this,”
sings Cara, in a voice that brings memories of
Winehouse.

Cara insisted on “Here” as the first single,
even though “everybody said it’s not really
safe enough for radio.” “I said I didn’t care,” she
told AFP after an album release party held,
appropriately, at YouTube’s studio in New
York. “It showed a side of my personality and
it was a good introduction to me as an artist,”
she said. “I didn’t want to be placed in an
automatic category of ‘teen pop star’... the
usual stupid comparisons. I wanted to steer
away from that and show people that I’m
real.”

‘Terrified’ of fame 
The song built slowly into a viral hit after

its release in April, fueled by its popularity
online. “Here” has been streamed more than
65 million times on Spotify and viewed more
than 21 million times on YouTube. Cara credit-
ed the song’s success to fans who quietly
nodded to the message of social isolation at
parties, a theme comparatively rare for main-
stream teenage pop. “They feel like I’ve given
them a voice or a platform to say-’We feel the
same way. We’re not feeling it either,’” she
said. Cara-fast-talking and quick-witted when
discussing her music despite her young age-
has kept up her flow of covers, recently
uploading a version of fellow young Canadian
singer Justin Bieber’s “Love Yourself.” While
not mentioning Bieber or other tabloid-head-
lining stars by name, Cara said she was deter-
mined not to wade too far into the minefields
of celebrity life.

“I’m not interested in the whole fame side
of things and I’m not interested in the spot-
light,” she said. “I know a lot of artists say that,
but I do mean it. I’m terrified of it. “I think
you’ve just got to keep the right people
around you and hope for the best, and just
hope you don’t wind up like some other peo-
ple who have unfortunately fallen to their
demise a little bit,” she said with a laugh. Yet
Cara cites as a model a musician who had a
notoriously troubled and brief l ife-
Winehouse. Cara said that Winehouse offered
an emotional poignancy with her tales of
heartbreak, which the Canadian teenager had
not felt directly. “That’s when I realized the
power of music. I could feel something I’ve
never gone through before.”— AFP

Australian metalcore band I Killed The
Prom Queen has been released from a
Malaysian immigration detention cen-

tre after being held for performing without
valid permits, one of its members said.
Guitarist Jona Weinhofen said on Twitter the
band was freed without charge.  “Freedom,”
he tweeted Monday. “A lot of press is stating
we were deported. For the record we were
released with no action against us.” He added
that the head of Malaysia’s Immigration
Department apologized, but said the band
would not likely be back in Malaysia any time
soon. 

“Sorry Malaysia but after this horrible
experience I don’t think we will return in a
hurry,” he tweeted. AFP was unable to reach
immigration officials for comment.
Weinhofen had earlier tweeted that the show
promoter failed to obtain valid visas.  He did
not say if the band would head home, but

Australian broadcaster ABC reported the
group was expected to arrive home yester-
day. The five-member outfit, in Malaysia as
part of a Southeast Asian tour, were detained
late Saturday by immigration officials.

The band was scheduled to perform its
next gig in Indonesia on Sunday.  Metalcore is
a fusion of hard core punk and heavy metal. I
Killed The Prom Queen features prominently
on the Australian live music scene and has
toured the United States and Japan. Foreign
musical acts deemed to offend Islamic sensi-
bilities regularly run into difficulties in
Muslim-majority Malaysia. American pop star
Beyonce has cancelled two shows in recent
years, while R&B singer Erykah Badu had a
show axed by authorities in 2012 after a pho-
to appeared showing her with the Arabic
word for “Allah” painted on her body. — AFP

I Killed The Prom Queen

Aussie metal band released from 
Malaysia immigration lock-up

Teen sensation Alessia Cara 
on quest to show she’s real

Canadian singer Alessia Cara performs at a release party for
her debut album, ‘Know-It-All,’ in the studio of video site
YouTube in New York City on November 13, 2015. — AFP

Roberts mines trauma
in gritty thriller 

‘Secret in Their Eyes’

Oscar-winning actress Julia Roberts may be best known
for her trademark big smile, but in her latest film “Secret
in Their Eyes,” she taps into a much less glamorous side

of herself to play a traumatized police officer. In the film, out in
US theaters tomorrow, Roberts plays Jess, a police officer who
arrives at a murder scene, only to find that the victim is her
daughter. The discovery transforms her from an extroverted
joker into a withdrawn, broken individual.

The role was “hugely difficult but really a great opportunity
to show such a giant distance in the life of one person,” Roberts
told Reuters. “I don’t think I’ve ever had a chance to cover so
much time with one character,” the actress said. The film is a
remake of the Argentine 2009 movie “El Secreto de Sus Ojos,”
which won the best foreign film Oscar. Roberts, 48, has carved a
career of often edgy female characters, from the promiscuous
Daisy in “Mystic Pizza” and prostitute Vivian in “Pretty Woman,”
to the feisty trailblazing lead of “Erin Brockovich,” the role that
won her an Oscar.

In “Secret In Their Eyes,” Roberts didn’t shy away from
appearing in frumpy clothes and minimal makeup with limp
hair, saying the role was “not about the superficial.” After work-
ing in the film industry across four decades, Roberts said her
priorities have changed since becoming a parent to three chil-
dren with cinematographer husband Danny Moder. “I think that
passion for film making doesn’t drive my life anymore really, but
it is a great creative place that I appreciate,” she said. “Danny and
I being parents to these three small human beings, I think we’re
passionate about that and keeping them strong and happy and
forward moving. It’s a huge responsibility.” — Reuters

Julia Roberts

The fourth and final film in the blockbuster “Hunger
Games” series-a dystopian fantasy saga that turned
Jennifer Lawrence into a Hollywood mega-star-hits the

big screen this week and is expected to catch fire at the box
office. “The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 2” will bring to
a close one of the biggest franchises in Hollywood, which
has already grossed more than $2.2 billion worldwide,
according to Lionsgate, the studio that produced the films.

Based on a best-selling trilogy of young adult novels by
Suzanne Collins, the movies tell the story of Katniss
Everdeen (Lawrence), the teenage heroine pitched into a
deadly battle for survival in the macabre post-apocalyptic
kingdom of Panem. Lawrence-who at 25 is already an Oscar
winner and the world’s highest paid actress-recently told
reporters in Los Angeles that she found it “bizarre” to be bid-
ding farewell to the character that catapulted her to fame.

“I think it will be pretty bizarre when the movie is finally
out and... everything is officially done,” said Lawrence, who
took home a best actress Academy Award in 2013 for her
performance in “Silver Linings Playbook.” “This movie has
been my life for so many years.”  “Mockingjay - Part 2” opens
in several countries in Europe, Latin America, Asia and the
Middle East today, and in the United States on Friday. After
battling twice for her life in the “Hunger Games,” a reality TV-

style  fight to the death, Katniss is now leading rebel forces
in a fight to destroy Panem’s totalitarian ruler President
Snow. Jeff Bock, of the box office tracker Exhibitor Relations,
said he expects the movie to rake in $800 million world-
wide-a massive figure but less than the $865 million earned
by “Catching Fire,” the second and most successful film in the
series so far.

‘She inspires me’ 
Hollywood veteran Donald Sutherland, who plays the

tyrannical Snow, said he hopes “The Hunger Games” will give
youngsters the world over hope for the future. “The intent of
this-for Suzanne Collins, for me, everyone actually who was
involved in this project-is that it would be a catalyst for
young people all over the world, everywhere,” Sutherland
said at the film’s world premiere in Berlin earlier this month.
“That they would see in it their doom, and the possibility for
a decent future.” The premiere of the film in Los Angeles on
Monday was scaled back in the wake of the terror attacks in
Paris, with no interviews scheduled after the screening. 

“Out of respect for the very recent events in Paris, we
have decided to modify our red carpet and we will not con-
duct interviews at Monday’s ‘Mockingjay 2’ premiere,”
Lionsgate said in a statement. “We will proceed with the rest

of the event as planned in honor of the incredible fans who
have always supported our films with such passion.” Parts of
the final installment of the series were shot in Paris and
Berlin. But while the cast gave no interviews, they all wore
Mockingjay ribbons bearing the French flag. “Our hearts are
with you France where we have so many amazing fans,”
actress Elizabeth Banks, who plays Effie Trinket in the movie,
tweeted before the premiere.

Also appearing in the final film are Lawrence’s co-stars
from the start, Liam Hemsworth and Josh Hutcherson, as
well as Oscar winner Julianne Moore, Woody Harrelson and
the late Philip Seymour Hoffman in his final screen role.  In
the German capital this month, Lawrence said she was
inspired by Katniss, known as the “Girl on Fire.” “She is kind,
she is ruthless, she is independent-minded. She is strong but
merciful,” Lawrence told reporters. “I wish that I could have a
percentage of her courage and thoughtfulness. She inspires
me in every way.” — AFP

Final ‘Hunger Games’ film hits big screen

Josh Hutcherson poses for photographers at the Los Angeles premiere of ‘The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part
2’ at the Microsoft Theater on Monday. — AP photos

Liam Hemsworth, from left, Jennifer Lawrence and Josh Hutcherson
attend the Los Angeles premiere of ‘The Hunger Games:
Mockingjay - Part 2’.
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Former “Two and a Half Men” star Charlie Sheen
has the HIV virus. In an interview yesterday on
NBC’s “Today,” the 50-year-old Sheen said he test-

ed positive for the virus that causes AIDS. But when
asked by “Today” co-host Matt Lauer if he had trans-
mitted the disease to others,  he declared, “Impossible.
Impossible.” He said he was diagnosed about four
years ago. He said one reason for going public with his
condition was to put a stop to shakedowns from pros-
titutes and others who threatened to out him. He said
he had paid “enough to bring it into the millions” -
perhaps as much as $10 million - to buy their silence
and now was seeking to “put a stop to this barrage of

attacks and sub-truths.”
He said one prostitute took a photo of the HIV-

related drugs in his medicine cabinet and threatened
to sell it to the tabloids. “Are you still paying these
people?” Lauer asked him. “Not after today I’m not,”
Sheen said. With his public pronouncement he said he
hoped to reduce the stigma still felt by some diag-
nosed with HIV. “I have a responsibility now to better
myself and to help a lot of other people,” he said. “And
hopefully with what we’re doing today, others may
come forward and say, ‘Thanks, Charlie, for kicking the
door open.’”

The disclosure was only the latest chapter in

Sheen’s headline-seizing behavior. In recent years,
drug and alcohol use led to his being kicked off CBS’
“Two and a Half Men” in 2011 after an explosive melt-
down that included calling the show’s producer “a
contaminated little maggot.” His escapades also
included the revelation that he spent more than
$50,000 as a client of “Hollywood Madam” Heidi Fleiss’
prostitution ring. “Two and a Half Men” debuted in
2003 and starred Sheen as womanizing bachelor
Charlie Harper. It made Sheen one of TV’s highest-paid
actors and at its peak was TV’s most-watched sitcom.
It ended its run earlier this year, after Ashton Kutcher
stepped in for the fired Sheen.

In 2012, Sheen returned to T V in “Anger
Management,” an FX sitcom adapted from the movie
of the same name. Sheen has been wed three times,
the first time to model Donna Peele in the 1990s. He
and actress Denise Richards were married from 2002-
2006 and have two daughters. Sheen and real estate
investor Brooke Mueller wed in 2008 and divorced in
2011; they have two sons. Sheen said he had informed
her of his diagnosis. — AP

Charlie Sheen says he has HIV virus
In this Monday, Jan 14, 2013, file photo, actor Charlie Sheen is mobbed for autographs and photos as he makes his way
through Times Square in New York. — AP photos

Actor Charlie Sheen (right) has his photo taken with Al Roker on the set of the Today Show
before formally announcing that he is H.I.V. positive in an interview with Matt Lauer.

Amr Waked is Egypt’s biggest international star, seen most
recently playing the French cop in Luc Besson’s “Lucy” and
as Yusof, the Khan’s Vice Regent, in Netflix TV series “Marco

Polo.” He is also a producer of Arab films, including political drama
“Winter of Discontent,” set against the backdrop of the Tahrir
Square protests. Waked spoke to Variety about his reflections
regarding the Paris terrorist attacks.

Reuters:  Aside from the shock, what are some of your reac-
tions and thoughts about the terrorism in Paris?
Amr Waked : Terrorism tries to collapse societies through threats
that destroy confidence and courage and faith in the social fabric.
And they use hate as part of their scheme to make societies not
just hurt, but also self-implode. The most important thing we
should be focusing on is not to cave in against fear and hate. We
have much more love, and are far braver than people who are
snatching an opportunity to kill civilians who have nothing to do
with any conflict whatsoever.

Reuters: Does this kind of climate affect what you do as an
Arab actor?
Waked : Of course it does. It affects the types of roles you get
offered. It signals that I might be getting more terrorist roles, while
instead I want to be playing more ordinary Muslim characters. This
is what we need to put at the frontline of the media: that the vast
overwhelming majority of Arabs are normal, and are fighting with
all of you for the same cause.

Reuters: As a producer, you have been active in delving into
the roots of political violence in Egypt. Do you feel that there
is something that can be done about the type of violence we
saw most recently in Paris? 
Waked : It’s very difficult for me to know how to stop this. But If
we could manage to create an environment of true justice in the
Middle East, with all its cases of injustice and conflict, I think that
would be the solution. I’m not trying to blame anyone, I’m just try-
ing to find a reason. I see plenty of desperate people in the Middle
East.

Reuters: Can you elaborate a little on that?
Waked : Whether it’s within the Arab world or the invasion of
parts of Palestine, or revolutions, or the Sunni  against Shia conflict
within Muslims, all of these I think stem from a systematic injustice
that generates  so many difficulties and harm to citizens that they
go and take risks that get them killed.

Reuters: So these factors are at the root of the problem?
Waked : I really don’t know what the reason is. It’s a very complex
situation. I don’t know what the real true  motivations of these ter-
rorists are. I find it very difficult to understand and comprehend. 

Reuters: How is anyone  winning like this? 
Waked : I’m just looking at the human motivations that I search
for as an actor. But I can’t find  them!

Reuters: You clearly don’t think there is an easy fix. Only a fool
would. But is there any hope of a solution?
Waked : I guess you keep trying to fix things until it stops. I think
the Middle East needs a lot of fixing internally.  The people them-
selves, they have tried to struggle against this environment they
are living in by  making revolutions, and they are still struggling.
I’m not politicizing; it’s a social phenomenon. The solution is to
create equality across the globe, so that less people are despon-
dent in the world. So that there is no reason for you to be disap-
pointed in your life. I think this is what we should always be trying
to do. Try to make a world that is less disappointing for our chil-
dren. Well the only thing one can hope for at this stage is that
instead of an escalation we could instead  start seeing the first
steps of a positive process. I really hope so. I have faith personally. I
haven’t been entirely robbed of it yet. — Reuters

Amr Waked reflects on
Paris attacks: ‘We are far

braver’ than terrorists

Spielberg, Streisand to get
Presidential Medal of Freedom

This three-picture series shows US singer Barbra Streisand (left); US director Steven
Spielberg (center) ; and Israeli-American violinist Itzhak Perlman (right) . — AFP

In a landmark deal that underlines OSN’s pre-
eminent position as the home of blockbuster
movies and series, the region’s leading pay-TV

network has signed an exclusive output agree-
ment with Warner Bros International Television
Distribution for ‘first and exclusive’ access to its
premium content for the Middle East and North
Africa. 

The long-term agreement between the
region’s leading pay-TV/Video-on-demand
provider and Hollywood’s leading studio, has
been extended till 2020.  This means, OSN sub-
scribers will have continued first and exclusive
access to Warner Bros’ diverse breadth of block-
buster movies in the shortest possible span after
their theatrical release as well as its top-rated
award-winning TV series. OSN aims to offer
some key shows, at the ‘same minute’ as they
premiere in the US.

OSN subscribers can access all of Warner Bros
content in full HD on both OSN pay-TV channels
and on catch-up basis via OSN On Demand and
OSN Play, the award-winning online viewing
platform, assuring convenient access to OSN’s
premium content anytime, anywhere.

David Butorac, CEO of OSN, said: “This is a
milestone partnership that enhances our con-
tent delivery and demonstrates our focus on
delivering outstanding entertainment for our
subscribers. Long-term deals with the world’s
leading entities in the entertainment sector such
as Warner Bros, enables OSN to stay ahead of the
market with exclusive content. This is a signifi-
cant strength that we bring to the industry,
which is unbeatable.”  

Jeffrey Schlesinger, President, Warner Bros

Worldwide Television Distribution said: “OSN has
quickly become as the top-rated and fastest
growing pay-TV network in the MENA region,
one of the key markets for Warner Bros. Through
this deal, we will deliver our premium content
spanning hit movies, popular TV series to OSN’s
subscribers exclusively.”

OSN subscribers will have the unbeatable
opportunity of accessing Warner’s premium
portfolio of blockbuster movies such as Gravity,
Interstellar, The Lego Movie and 300: Rise of an
Empire; franchises including The Hangover,
Superman and The Hobbit. Viewers can also look
forward to an upcoming slate of potential hits
like Mad Max: Fury Road, The Man From
U.N.C.L.E. and Entourage and superhero movies
from the DC universe such as Batman v
Superman and the entire Justice League fran-
chise. 

Khulud Abu Homos, OSN’s Executive Vice
President for Programming, said: “Warner Bros is
a top-rated content creator and a world leader in
premium and popular entertainment, with one
of the largest portfolios of mega-hit movies.
Through the agreement, OSN becomes the ulti-
mate home for top-notch, exclusive Hollywood
entertainment for the next five years. We will be
the first to telecast blockbuster movies from
Warner Bros in our region following their theatri-
cal release, providing unmatched value for our
subscribers.” 

OSN will also be the home of all of Warner’s
upcoming TV series and will continue to exclu-
sively screen hit shows such as The Flash,
Supernatural, 2 Broke Girls, Two and a Half Men
and The Ellen DeGeneres Show, among others. 

Movie mogul Steven Spielberg,
singer-director Barbra Streisand,
and songwriter James Taylor are

among the 17 people to be awarded a
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the
White House announced Monday. “I look
forward to presenting these 17 distin-
guished Americans with our nation’s
highest civilian honor,” President Barack
Obama said. “From public servants who
helped us meet defining challenges of
our time to artists who expanded our
imaginations, from leaders who have
made our union more perfect to athletes
who have inspired millions of fans, these
men and women have enriched our lives
and helped define our shared experi-
ence as Americans,” he added.

Among other entertainment stars to
be honored are music producer Emilio
Estefan and pop star Gloria Estefan, a
Cuban American couple seen as trail-
blazers for being Spanish-language stars
who successfully crossed over to the
English-language market. Grammy-win-
ner Itzhak Perlman and composer-lyricist
Stephen Sondheim also will receive the
honor together with the likes of
Spielberg, the director and philanthro-
pist whose films include blockbusters
such as “Jaws,” “Jurassic Park,” “E.T.: The

Extra-Terrestrial,” and the “Indiana Jones”
series.

Baseball great Willie Mays will be hon-
ored alongside fellow legend Yogi Berra,
who will get a posthumous award. Public
servants to be lauded include the late
Shirley Chisholm, who became the first
black US congresswoman in 1968. She
later ran for president as a Democrat,
and was a professor at Mount Holyoke
College. The late Minoru Yasui also is to
be honored. The attorney challenged the
constitutionality of a military curfew
order during World War II on the grounds
of racial discrimination. He was in soli-
tary confinement during the legal
process and spent much of his l ife
appealing his wartime conviction. 

“At the time of his death in 1986, he
had successfully convinced a trial court
to vacate his arrest, and a case challeng-
ing the constitutionality of his conviction
was pending before the US Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit,” a White
House statement said. The awards cere-
mony will take place at the White House
on November 24. — AFP

OSN signs long-term output 
agreement with Warner Bros

International Television Distribution 

R&B star Mary J Blige is hoping she can offer love and
support to those who “are sitting in their car in traffic
about to jump out and kill somebody or kill them-

selves” with a positive and inspirational radio show. The
singer, who launched “Real Talk” this month on Apple
Music’s Beats 1 Radio, said she wants to motivate fans with
her show - much like her songs have. “So many people out
there are hurting and there are so many people out there
that need to be reached, and there are so many people I
wish I could ... give a word of encouragement to,” Blige said
in an interview last week. “If I can reach somebody and say,
‘...You’re beautiful and I go through the same things, too,
and right now I’m thinking the same thing’ - it means so
much to them.”

Blige, 44, added that if she “could have had Michael
Jackson on a radio station back then, or had Janet Jackson talk
to me when I was growing up, it would have meant the world
to me.” Each episode of her show will be named after songs by
Blige, whose hits include “Not Gon’ Cry,” “Real Love,” “Family
Affair” and “No More Drama.” Her first show, “My Life,” looked
back at her groundbreaking 1994 sophomore album of the
same name. “It was special to me because I got a chance to
express to people that didn’t know exactly what was happen-
ing during the making of the ‘My Life’ album and what I was
dealing with,” said Blige, who was battling drug addiction at
the time. “Although I’ve come a long way and I’ve recovered
and I’m strong and no one’s going to hurt me again - or I
would hope that no one hurts me again - just the feeling, just
the nostalgia, just the memories are all very vivid and the
same.”

Uplifting and inspiring
Her next episode, debuting Saturday and called “Doubt,”

will include Demi Lovato, the 23-year-old singer-actress who
entered rehab in 2010 to deal with an eating disorder, self-
mutilation and other issues. “It’s really deep, it’s really heavy,
but it’s really uplifting and inspiring. She speaks to a whole
other generation that needs help, that’s committing suicide
every single day,” Blige said. “Hopefully it helps someone.”
Jimmy Iovine, who encouraged Blige to do the show, said
when he worked with the singer at Interscope Records he
thought she would be a great TV talk-show host.

“She’s that girl. She’s very powerful at articulating her truth
and making people feel very comfortable when they’re
around her,” Iovine said in an interview. “I feel that she’s a natu-
ral for this and we love giving her the platform.” On her show,
Blige also tried to recreate her Beats 1 Radio commercial with
Taraji P Henson and Kerry Washington, which went viral after
it debuted during the Emmy Awards in September. — AP

With radio show, Blige encourages life with ‘no more drama’

This Oct 12, 2015 photo provided by Apple shows, Demi
Lovato, left, and Mary J Blige, during episode 2 of Blige’s
new radio show, “Real Talk.” — AP photos

Taraji P Henson left, and Mary J Blige, during episode 3 of
Blige’s new radio show, “Real Talk.”
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If camera-toting drones follow the ubiquitous trend of
skiers strapped with point-of-view cameras, could we
see a deluge of aerial quadcopters at resorts across the

high country? Not if ski resorts can stop it. Resorts across
the US are hedging against snowy vistas clogged by
drones by adopting - many in the last season - explicit bans
on the wildly popular aerial cameras. “We just felt it was
necessary to cover the resort and be ahead of any issues
that could potentially occur,” said Erica Mueller, a spokes-
woman for Crested Butte Mountain Resort, which is among
dozens of ski areas that recently outlined a ban on
unmanned aerial vehicles.

The National Ski Areas Association in Lakewood, which
represents 330 ski areas, has crafted a sample drone policy
that most resorts have adopted. The idea of drones prolif-
erating on par with the growth of helmet-mounted POV
cameras raises serious concerns for the trade group, which
is working with the Federal Aviation Administration and
the US Forest Service to help sculpt drone policy. (The FAA
recently estimated more than 1 million drones will be giv-
en as holiday gifts this season.) “This notion of drones fly-
ing all over ski areas, it’s something that is on a lot of oper-
ators’ minds right now. They don’t want it, and I don’t think
their guests want it,” said Dave Byrd, the director of risk and
regulatory affairs for the National Ski Areas Association.

But resort operators also are imagining beneficial uses
of the flying camera technology and even pondering how
guests could be allowed to use drones in controlled situa-
tions. In a 15-page memo to the FAA, which offered pro-
posed drone regulations in February but has yet to issue a
final plan for incorporating unmanned aircraft systems into
US air space, Byrd suggested potential regulations for
broader use of drones at ski areas. After-dark searches and
rescue operations could benefit from the technology.
Resorts could inspect lifts and spot potential fires during
wildfire season. Commercial uses could help market a
resort and promote events.

Safety protocol
The FAA seems receptive, and Byrd said he thinks ski

areas could be the testing ground for the agency’s new
regulations. “I think they see ski areas having a lot of poten-
tial for being on the cutting edge of drone use,” Byrd said.
“Ski areas are generally rural and far from airports, and we
have a strong track record for risk management and safety
protocol.” The Forest Service oversees the land used by 120
ski areas in the US, including 21 of Colorado’s 24. The
agency is working with its ski areas to develop specific
drone policies that will be reviewed annually and approved
as a condition of their special use permit. Those policies
give resorts the ability to approve some drone use - like
during the X Games at Buttermilk, which borders the
Aspen airport - for marketing or special events.

The Forest Service already requires commercial filming
operations to pay a fee and secure a permit. Those film-
makers now need authorization from the FAA and must
have insurance to protect the resort, said Don Dressler,
who manages the Forest Service’s ski area permits in the
Rocky Mountain region. Resort angst over a potential
drone invasion certainly wasn’t helped when rotor-mount-
ed camera maker Lily Robotics this spring announced its
throw-and-go autonomous flying camera with a video tak-
en while the lifts were turning and guests were skiing at
Mount Rose in California.

That same week, GoPro founder Nick Woodman
announced his company had a flying four-rotor camera in
development.

Professional quality
“I was really surprised to see how quickly the general

consumer was adopting quadcopters,” Woodman said on
stage at the tech industry’s Code Conference in May.
“Quads plus GoPro has been one of the most democratized
combinations, enabling people to capture professional
quality content and seeing themselves in their environ-

ment in a way they have never seen before.” The buzz has
sent ski areas scrambling. The National Ski Areas
Association in June sent a letter urging Lily founder
Antoine Balaresque to stop using ski resorts in its market-
ing and promotions. “It would be deceptive - if not dishon-
est - for Lily to suggest or imply that skiers and boarders
will be able to use these drones at ski areas in the United
States,” the letter from Byrd read. “There are serious safety
and risk management considerations with the operations
of drones by guests at ski areas.” Byrd said he never heard
back from Balaresque. That same month, Byrd wrote the
blanket ban on drone use.

The restriction of most drones at ski areas is opening
doors for commercial outfits that have FAA permits to fly
unmanned aerial vehicles. The FAA has issued permits -
known as Section 333 exemptions - to 1,742 operators
through the end of September. The permits require those
companies to follow FAA regulations that require “all flight
operations must be conducted at least 500 feet from all
nonparticipating persons.”

That pretty much means even permitted operators
would be prohibited from flying at ski resorts. Bay Area-
based Cape Productions , which officially launches next
week, is working with the ski area association, the FAA and
the Forest Service for a first-of-its-kind permit that would
allow them to establish commercial drone filming opera-
tions for ski resort guests. The process has been tough,
founder Jason Soll said. “It’s been a mess of lawyers from all
these different agencies trying to interpret these ambigu-
ous laws and butting heads.”

Ski industry
Still, eight resorts - including Winter Park and Copper

Mountain - are interested in hosting the ski industry’s first
commercial drone filming service, Soll said. If he can get
the FAA’s OK, the idea is to establish specific zones at a ski
area for filming. Those zones, with “air rails” that serve like

virtual guide wires, will keep the commercial-grade camera
toting drones on specific flight paths. Not surprisingly, Soll
is a fan of resorts banning consumer drones. Those UAVs,
he said, are unpredictable and dangerous. The new tech-
nology behind the personal quadcopter is not safe, he said.
“And ski resorts might be the most difficult place to fly
them,” he said.

Soll is working with ski insurance providers, resort exec-
utives, ski patrollers and risk managers. His company will
carry $5 million insurance policies at each resort. He plans
to launch his service in December. “In the end, we are here
to help the industry and make sure we are getting more
people, especially young people, excited to go to their
local ski resort,” said Soll, hitting the millennial hot buttons
that top today’s ski industry talking points. “People should
be buying videos, not drones. That’s what they want in the
end. I disagree with Nick Woodman and the others who
think there is going to be some personal computer
moment with drones, where everyone has one.”

Byrd envisions a time - after the FAA issues its drone
regulations, which are expected by early 2017 - when
some resorts craft more permissive policies. He sees
potential “drone zones,” where ski areas, like Boyne
Resorts’ Big Sky in Montana, for example, allow customers
to fly drones in controlled settings - perhaps every other
Sunday in one of its four terrain parks. “Some resorts, I
think they are trying to figure out how they are going to
capitalize on drones,” Byrd said. “There’s this tension. The
millennials, they want to capture everything they do and
put it on social media. We are wrestling with this tension
between safety for the general public and satisfying that
millennial demand.” — AP

A drone hovering by a skier as he makes his way down mountainside at resort
at Revelstoke, BC, Canada. — AP photos

This March 2015 image taken from a drone shows skiers making their way
down mountainside at Big White Ski Resort near Kelowna, BC, Canada.

This December 2014 image taken from a drone shows skiers making their ways
down a mountainside at resort at Revelstoke, BC, Canada.

Many ski areas outlining bans of drone use

Ski Season
around the world

In this March 13, 2015 file photo, a snowboarder and skier ride
the Chondola ski lift at the Sunday River ski resort in Newry,
Maine. — AP photos

This Nov 23, 2013, file photo, shows Park City from a trail at the Park City
Mountain Resort, in Park City, Utah. 

In this Jan 28, 2015 file photo, people cross-country ski in Lake Placid, NY.

In this Nov 10, 2015 file photo, a snowboarder makes a hard landing after going over a
jump at the Boreal Mountain Resort near Donner Summit, Cali.

In this Oct 29, 2015 file photo, a skier goes airborne during opening day at
Arapahoe Basin in Dillon, Colo.

In this Nov 10, 2015 file photo, a skier goes head over heels while doing a
flip at Boreal Mountain Resort near Donner Summit, Calif.

This Nov 15, 2015 photo released by Killington Resort shows skiers at
Killington Resort in Killington, Vt.

In this Oct 29, 2015 file photo, snowboarders tear down a run during
opening day at Loveland Ski Area in Georgetown, Colo.



Jennifer Paik has been a maid of honor not once,
not twice, but an impressive four times, most
recently for her childhood best friend’s Newport

Beach, California, yacht wedding three years ago. The
hardest part of the gig, according to the 34-year-old
New York City real estate consultant? Writing and
delivering the maid of honor’s wedding toast.

The first time she gave one of those speeches, at
age 27, it was “terrible,” too improvised. She nailed it
this last time, she said, by sticking to a friend’s advice:
Tell stories. Her best friend loved it. “The guests could
not stop laughing, and her husband still jokes that
she did not shed a single tear the entire wedding
except during my speech!” Paik said. Five more tips
from wedding experts on how to be a good maid of
honor:

1. Support the bride
While a maid of honor has many traditional duties,

from helping the bride shop for a dress to organizing
the bridal shower - plus holding the wedding bou-
quet and the groom’s ring - her main role is making
sure the bride is happy. So be enthusiastic! “Even if the
ideas the bride has sound horrible to you and are not
your style, remember that to her they’re great,” said
wedding planner Elizabeth Brandon, owner of the Los
Angeles-based Wink! Weddings. “Try to take every-
thing with a grain of salt. This day is about her.”

2. Be a buffer
Being head bridesmaid means running interference

between the bride and her other bridesmaids or any
meddling family members. “Be kind to your bride and
help with internal squabbles among the bridesmaids,”
saidYolanda Crous, features and travel director of Brides
Magazine. Get together with the other bridesmaids and
let everyone vent, she says. “Feel free to let loose.”

On the day of the wedding, ask the bride for a list of
the people with whom she’d like to interact, since she’ll
be bombarded all day. If her new mother-in-law ticked
her off during the week, steer her away from the bride,
said Brandon. “You can take the mother-in-law over to
that amazing cookie bar while the bride stays on the
dance floor with her champagne and is happy,” she said.

3. Don’t go overboard planning the shower
and bachelorette party

“It can be super-easy to get carried away and plan a
bridal shower that you think is perfect and would make
Martha Stewart proud. But if it’s one the bride doesn’t
want, you would be in a world of trouble,” Brandon said.
She warned against any out-of-left-field “ta-dah!”
moments, such as a surprise dance that could make a
bride want to sprint for the hills. And don’t be afraid to
ask the bride for help if your schedule is packed. “You
might say, ‘Can I have a couple of bridesmaids co-host
with me?’” said Brandon, who planned her own LA wed-

ding 11 months ago. She chose her then 20-year-old sis-
ter as her maid of honor, and asked one of her best
friends to organize the shower.

4. Make the bridal suite fun, clean, well-
stocked

On the day of the wedding, the bridal suite is home
base for the bride and her bridesmaids to get ready.
Have an emergency kit on hand in case she spills some-
thing, loses a button or needs a bobby pin, said Crous.
“Bring some snacks,” and keep the bride and brides-
maids from drinking too much, she added. Brandon
suggested making “the best getting-ready music
playlist ever.” And tidy up afterward.

5. Keep the toast short and sweet
Finally, when it comes time to hoist the champagne

and toast the bride, keep it short, said Crous, and don’t
embarrass her.

“Don’t do the thing where you dredge up things
from the bride’s past to be funny,” she said. “Humor is
great! But be funny and kind. You’re better off doing
something simple and emotional and from the heart.”
For Paik, being there for her friend of 25 years was more
than worth the effort. “Though she would be the first to
describe herself as neurotic and demanding, she was
the ideal bride - decisive, mindful of everyone’s time
and money, and flexible,” Paik said. — AP
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Being a good maid of honor: 5 tips from the pros
In this May 19, 2012 photo provided by Jennifer Paik, maid of honor Paik, third from left, poses with bride and best friend, Joo Cha, center, and her bridesmaids at
Chaís wedding in Newport Beach, Calif. — AP photos

In this May 19, 2012 photo provided by Jennifer Paik, maid of honor, Paik,
right, and bride and best friend, Joo Cha, pose for a photo on the day of
Cha’s wedding in Newport Beach, Calif. 

In this May 19, 2015 photo provided by Jennifer Paik, Paik, center, delivers the
maid of honor wedding toast at her best friend Joo Chaís wedding in Newport
Beach, Calif. 

Home Centre, the region’s leading name
in home retail, has announced the
launch of its much-anticipated

2015/16 annual catalogue. Featuring an array
of new designs and concepts for home deco-
ration, the catalogue fulfills Home Centre’s
promise of inspiring beautiful homes for the
last 20 years.  

Every year, the annual catalogue offers
customers consistent newness and a guaran-
tee of quality products at a great value. Yet
again, this edition will reflect the year’s global
trends in home furnishing, customized and
presented beautifully for regional shoppers. 

The catalogue features more than 195
new inspirational styles. A distinct focus this
year is on ‘The Collections’ - an exclusive
range of discerning furniture that can weave
harmony into homes with a cohesive range of
furniture for the living, dining and bedroom.
Creating a strong sense of design synergy for

the entire home will be simple with The
Collections, as beautiful details and colour
palettes find resonance from one room to the
next. The Collections - Juliette, Helen and
Prestige - will offer customers affordable luxu-
ry for the entire home. 

The catalogue is designed to appeal to
Home Centre’s diverse customer base. While
there are classic elegant options to choose
from, those looking for glamorous, modern
designs in store will not be disappointed
either. In addition to furniture, customers will
also get a glimpse of Home Centre’s wide
assortment of lighting and home accessories,
as well as bath, bedroom and kitchen essen-
tials in this edition.

Now available at all Home centre stores -
Al-Rai, Shuwaikh, Awqaf and Fahaheel and
The Avenues -The Mall.

Home Centre announces regional
launch of latest  annual catalogue 
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Indian Hindu devotees offer prayers during the ‘Chhath Puja’ on the banks of the Brahmaputra River in Guwahati yesterday. Devotees pay obeisance to both the rising and the setting sun during the Chhath Festival, expressing thanks and seek-
ing the blessings of the forces of nature, mainly the sun and rivers. — AFP

Acheating husband, domestic violence, marital problems
or a complicated love life are standard fare for agony
aunts across the world. But in religiously conservative

northern Nigeria, which has a Muslim majority, asking for
advice in public has traditionally been frowned upon and prob-
lems kept within the family. Ziya’atulhaqq Usman Tahir and her
Instagram page looks to be changing that  with an overwhelm-
ing response that shows a true desire, if not need, for such help.
From her base in the northeastern city of Bauchi, Tahir, 27, uses
her instagram.com/fatibolady page for women to share their
concerns anonymously and get advice from others.

“This is the pioneer social media platform giving women the
opportunity to share their problems and get solutions for
them,” she told AFP by phone. “It is a social space that helps
women to unwind by pouring out their anguish bottled up
inside and seek honest opinions on how best to tackle such
problems.” The page, with posts in English and the local Hausa
language, also provides a forum for debate on other social

issues, including drug addiction, child delinquency, financial
problems and divorce.

Increasing popularity 
It all started three months ago when Tahir, who had been

writing her thoughts on “love from (a) northern perspective”,
decided to post the dilemma of a young girl in a doomed rela-
tionship. “She was not ready to heed to my advice so I told her I
would post it for all my contacts to see and wait for their
responses, which turned out to be overwhelming,” she
explained.  “This was how it all started.” Since then, the page’s
popularity has snowballed and now boasts more than 24,000
followers while its 400 posts have generated over two million
responses.

“Due to the huge volume of posts and responses we receive
we decided to post every day of the week. At least 1,000 people
send responses every day,” said Tahir. This innovative approach
to solving “marital chaos” is a departure from the ways in which

some women in Nigeria’s Muslim-majority north tackle the
problems of daily life. The consumption of codeine-laced cough
syrup has been used by some women to block out problems
and became such an issue for the authorities that its sale and
manufacture was banned. Despite the ban, Nigeria’s anti-nar-
cotics agency the NDLEA said on Thursday at least 30,000 bot-
tles of cough syrup were consumed in the north every day.

‘Tip of the iceberg’ 
According to Tahir, the anonymous nature of the online

chats coupled with a relative rise in literacy levels and aware-
ness among traditionally shy northern women has helped them
open up. “Family problems are seen as domestic affairs which
no outsiders should be involved in, which mostly leaves the
woman at the receiving end,” she said. “But more women are
now coming out of their shells to talk about the depravity they
are facing in their relationships.” One of five cases of domestic
violence posted on her page is in court awaiting judgment,

after followers urged the women to seek legal action, said Tahir.
She accepted it was difficult to know exactly what kind of

impact the forum has had on such women but maintained the
interactions were clearly of “enormous help”. “I have received
over 100 emails of commendation and encouragement from
some of the affected women who benefited from the advice
they received,” she said. “I believe they are only a tip of the ice-
berg.” With the increased interest, Tahir has brought in profes-
sionals such as gynaecologists, psychologists, lawyers and mar-
riage guidance counselors to act as “jurors” and dispense more
informed advice. “My ambition is... to have our own TV show to
allow people to interact physically with a range of experts in
various endeavors and get the best advice on their social prob-
lems,” she added. — AFP

Love and life advice from Nigeria’s Instagram agony aunt

The Aston Martin DB10 and black suit used in the filming of new Bond
film Spectre join the largest collection of 007 vehicles in the world, at the
London Film Museum, London, yesterday. — AP photos

British special effects coordinator Chris Corbould sits in the ejector seat of
an Aston Martin.

A James Bond enthusiast looks at the burnt Jaguar C-X75.

The largest collection of 007 vehicles in the world
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