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US AIR STRIKE TARGETS
JIHADI JOHN' IN SYRIA

WASHINGTON REASONABLY CERTAIN’ EMWAZI IS DEAD
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LONDON: Journalists knock on doors in London yesterday at a residential address where Kuwaiti-born London comput-
er programmer Mohammed Emwazi, (inset) identified by experts and the media as masked IS militant ‘Jihadi John’, is
once believed to have lived. — AFP

ASSAD ‘HAS TO GO’ AS PART
OF TRANSITION: BRITISH FM

PRAGUE: President Bashar Al-Assad “has to go” as part of a
transition in Syria, British Foreign Secretary Philip
Hammond said yesterday on the eve of the Syrian talks in
Vienna.

“Bashar Al-Assad has to go as part of the transition in
Syria, but we recognize that if there will be a transition he
may play a part up to a point in that transition,” Hammond
said in Prague.

“We are very clear that we are not seeking to destroy the
institutions of government in Syria, in fact we are very clear
that we want to maintain these institutions.” Meanwhile,
Russian President Vladimir Putin said in an interview
released yesterday that Russia has no “right” to ask the
Syrian president to leave power.

The weekend talks in Vienna will bring together around
20 countries and international bodies to hammer out a
roadmap for peace to end Syria’s more than four-year civil
war. Western officials have already dismissed a Moscow-
authored political reform plan touted for the meeting-the
second in Vienna in less than a month-saying it does not
clarify what will happen to Assad. Previous attempts to end
the civil war, which has killed more than 250,000 people
and forced millions from their homes, have stumbled over
his fate.

The West insists he must go, while Russia and Iran sup-
port the regime. Diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict
have gathered pace since Russia launched air strikes in
Syria in late September. — AFP
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LONDON: A US strike on Syria that targeted British militant “Jihadi
John” was “an act of self-defense”, Britain’s Prime Minister David
Cameron said yesterday, while acknowledging his death was “not
yet certain”. Cameron said the operation on Thursday against
Mohammed Emwazi, who appeared in a string of graphic videos
showing the execution of Western hostages, was a combined
British-US effort. In a statement delivered outside his Downing
Street office, Cameron said that, if confirmed, Emwazi’s death
would be “a strike at the heart” of the Islamic State militant (IS)
group.

The US military is “reasonably certain” a US drone strike killed the
Islamic State militant known as “Jihadi John,” a British citizen who
appeared in videos of militants beheading Western journalists and
aid workers, a spokesman said yesterday.

Army Colonel Steve Warren, a spokesman for the US-led coali-
tion fighting Islamic State, told a Pentagon briefing that
Mohammed Emwazi was thought to have been killed in the Syrian
town of Raga by a US drone firing a Hellfire missile, but that the mili-
tary still needed final verification.

US Secretary of State John Kerry, speaking on a visit to Tunis,
warned the group’s “days are numbered”, as Iragi Kurdish officials
declared that IS had been beaten back from the town of Sinjar in
northern Iraq. Analysts said the impact of Emwazi's death would
likely be symbolic rather than tactical for the jihadist group which
controls swathes of Iraq and Syria and is known for widespread
atrocities.

The Pentagon said Thursday's air strike hit Raga, the group’s de
facto capital in war-torn Syria. US media reported that it was a drone
strike. “Emwazi, a British citizen, participated in the videos showing
the murders of US journalists Steven Sotloff and James Foley, US aid
worker Abdul-Rahman Kassig, British aid workers David Haines and
Alan Henning, Japanese journalist Kenji Goto, and a number of oth-
er hostages,” the Pentagon said in a statement. He was last seen in
the video showing Goto's execution in January.

Emwazi, a London computer programmer, was born in Kuwait
to a stateless family of Iraqi origin. His parents moved to Britain in
1993 after their hopes of obtaining Kuwaiti citizenship were
quashed. Dubbed “Jihadi John” after hostages nicknamed a group
of IS guards The Beatles, he first appeared in a video in August 2014
showing the beheading of Foley, a 40-year-old American freelance
journalist captured in Syria in 2012. — Agencies

NO TICKET, NO DRIVER:
COP STOPS GOOGLE CAR

MOUNTAIN VIEW: A California police officer made a traffic
stop, but wrote no ticket. There was no driver to give it to
anyway. Mountain View police said in a statement that an
officer pulled over a Google self-driving car that was being
tested on local roads Thursday.

The officer noticed the car going a road-clogging 24
mph in a 35 mph zone and realized it was a Google
Autonomous Vehicle. He stopped the car and contacted its
operators to let them know it was impeding traffic, but no
citation was given. A person is required to sit behind the
wheel of self-driving cars. The Google project responded in
a blog post, saying it's never received a ticket and adding,
“Driving too slowly? Bet humans don't get pulled over for
that too often.” — AP
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Deputy Amiri Diwan Minister Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah and Director- General of UNESCO Irina Bokova tour a photo gallery held on the sidelines of the event. — Amiri Diwan photos

AMIR PATRONIZES LATE SHEIKH
ABDULLAH'S UNESCO HONORING

PARIS: Under His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah'’s patronage late
Thursday in Paris, France, the United Nations
Education, Science, and Culture Organization’s
(UNESCO) honored late Sheikh Abdullah Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah as an international educational and cul-
tural figure for 2014-2015.

Delivering a speech on behalf of His Highness
the Amir, Deputy Amiri Diwan Minister Sheikh Ali
Jarrah Al-Sabah said that the Kuwaiti leadership
was grateful for the UNESCO honoring of late
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Jaber, affirming that it was
reflective of the organization’s mission to honor
important education and cultural figures.

Sheikh Ali stressed the UN honoring of Kuwaiti
figures was an important gesture of recognition
from the international organization. Thursday's
honoring of Sheikh Abdullah is another accolade
for Kuwait, said Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah, adding that it
followed the UN honoring of Kuwait as a humani-
tarian center and His Highness the Amir as a
humanitarian leader.

Kuwait is very pleased to receive this honor due
to the late Kuwaiti figure's relentless efforts to pro-
mote education in Kuwait since the mid-1930s,
said the minister. Sheikh Abdullah was keen on
Kuwait gaining the UNESCO membership in 1958,
said Sheikh Ali who took the chance to thank the
UN organization for this honoring.

Great man

Meanwhile, Irina Bokova, Director-General of
UNESCO, said on the occasion of the celebration of
the legacy of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah ‘|
am deeply honored to be with you today for this
event under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Amir of the
State of Kuwait, to pay tribute to the legacy of
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.” “It is an honor,
indeed, to pay tribute to the legacy of a great man
and to recall his achievements across the fields of
education and culture. His vision and leadership
left a profound impact on the development of
Kuwait. In more ways than one, he was a pioneer
of Kuwait as it stands today,” said the Director.

“He was an educational reformer - as a Minister
of Education, he succeeded in modernizing the
education system. His focus fell on inclusion in
education - opening the way for girls to go to
school. He was a great believer in culture and edu-
cation as forces for innovation and development,
supporting heritage as a source of identity and
belonging, as well as creativity and innovation. He
was first also to encourage cultural exchanges,
along with seminars and lectures, to deepen
knowledge and mutual understanding, to
strengthen bridges of dialogue across borders.”

High principles

She went on saying that “All of this helped
shape the country, its society, its young women
and men, as well as its relationship with the world,
on the basis of dignity, equality and mutual
respect,” adding that “These principles stand
today at the heart of Kuwait’s action on the global
stage.”

“The United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki-
moon has commended His Highness Sheikh
Sabah for championing a global response to the
crisis in Syria, hosting three conferences of donors
- and you are on the frontline of the next confer-
ence for Syria to be held in London. | was privi-
leged to participate in one of these conferences - |
have seen how deeply culture and education mat-
ter for Kuwait, how much education and culture
are placed at the heart of any sustainable
response by the State of Kuwait.”

“This resonates powerfully with UNESCO'’s
mandate and action. | am deeply grateful for the
contribution of 5.5 million US dollars by Kuwait in
2015 to UNESCO’s emergency response to the
Syria crisis - helping refugees and internally dis-
placed persons inside Syria, providing quality edu-
cation, psycho-social support and skills for a better
life,” said Bokova.

]
PARIS: Deputy Amiri Diwan Minister Sheikh
Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah speaks during a ceremo-
ny by the UNESCO to honor the late Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

“I will always remember, when | spoke in 2014
of “cultural cleansing” for the first time, and when |
made an appeal to integrate the cultural dimen-
sion in security and humanitarian strategies-it was
the State of Kuwait that stood up and funded the
High Level International Conference on Cultural
Heritage at risk in Iraq and Syria, held at UNESCO
on December third, 2014. This was three months
before the United Nations Security Council resolu-
tion. This paved the way for UNESCO'’s strategy
today,” she said.

“In all this, | believe we can see the spirit and
the legacy of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
and this is why it is so important that UNESCO is
associated with the commemoration of his pass-
ing,” said the Director. She indicated that “as we
celebrate the 70th anniversary of UNESCO,
together, we must renew our commitment to the
values and objectives we share, to this “soft pow-
er” - this has never been so urgent. In this spirit, |
thank the Government of Kuwait for its leader-
ship.”

Honorable step
Speaking on part of the Minister of Education
and Minister of Higher Education Dr Hamad Al-
Essa, Kuwaiti Ambassador to France Sami

Sheikha Mona Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah speaks at the event.

Mohammad Al-Suleiman said that UNESCO'’s cele-
bration of Sheikh Abdullah’s legacy was an honor-
able step of recognition.

Sheikh Abdullah was one of the pioneers of
education in Kuwait and his efforts enabled all
Kuwaitis to receive proper education, said the
Ambassador, noting that the late Kuwaiti figure
had embodied the principle of UNESCO during his
career.

Through the establishment of modern public
education in Kuwait, allowing women to pursue
knowledge, encouraging culture in his country,
Sheikh Abdullah had left a strong legacy that
Kuwaitis will remember for generations, said the
Kuwaiti diplomat who added that today's celebra-
tions was in continuation of Kuwait's honoring of
Sheikh Abdullah which was also held under the
leadership’s auspices last November at the Palace
of the late Kuwaiti figure which was transformed
into a national museum.

Representing the family of Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, Sheikha Mona Jaber Al-Abdullah
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah thanked UNESCO for honoring
her grandfather, saying that she is very proud to
be linked to his legacy.

Sheikha Mona also took the chance to thank
the Kuwaiti leadership and His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah for patronizing the event, affirming
that it was important to remember the efforts of
figures contributing to the development of
Kuwait.

After the opening ceremony, representative of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah
opened a photo gallery featuring the cultural and
educational achievements of the late Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

‘Outstanding’

Separately, Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah the ‘success’ of
UNESCQ'’s honoring of late Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah as an international educational
and cultural figure for 2014-2015. Sheikh Ali Al-
Jarrah told KUNA, on Friday, that the honoring
ceremony was “outstanding.”

He gave a special thanks to head of the historic
documentation at the Amiri Diwan Sheikha Mona
Al-Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for exert-
ing tremendous effort, in a short time, to make all
the material regarding the achievements of the
late Sheikh available and ready for the celebration.

Meanwhile, Sheikha Mona said that the cere-
mony saw the attendance of an exceptional audi-
ence of highly diplomatic calibers, pointing out
that Director-General of UNESCO Irina Bokova'’s
presence at the late Sheikh documentary film
added a greater value and appreciation to the late
Sheikh's character. — KUNA
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OOREDOO RAISES DOWN
SYNDROME KIDS WITH
FUN-FILLED AND
WONDER-PACKED WEEKEND

KUWAIT: Wonderland for a Cause will host its third fun-
packed weekend of activities at the Discovery Mall between
November 12-14 promising games, magic shows, and a mar-

— ‘ ‘ ket for local entrepreneurs, as well
P g

as entertainment for all the family.
The event is held to raise money
F

and awareness for children with
: Down Syndrome, a genetic anom-
- aly that effects many families in

| Kuwait.
=0 Ooredoo Kuwait, part of the
N g international Ooredoo Group, is
one of the main sponsors of the

event.

Mijbil Al-Ayoub, Director of
Corporate Communications for
Ooredoo Kuwait said: “We are look-
ing forward to this weekend’s
activities and entertainment and sincerely hope that the chil-
dren enjoy the festivities to the max. It is our pleasure to sup-
port those families who have been effected by Down
Syndrome in this small way and look forward to sharing and
identifying opportunities of potentially using technology to
provide assistance in the future.”

Wonderland for a Cause takes place in the garden and
parking lot of Discovery Mall and all proceeds will be donated
to Abeer 2 Center, a center specialized in helping families of
children with Down Syndrome.

Mijbil Al-Ayoub

AHLI UNITED SPONSORS
‘HUMAN MARATHON 2015’

KUWAIT: Out of its social responsibility and concern with all
categories of the Kuwaiti society, Ahli United Bank announced
its sponsorship to the Human Marathon 2015 event organized
by the Volunteer Kuwaiti Youth Team. The Marathon will be
held today at the 360 Complex. The event encourages the
concept of “Positive integration” in the society between indi-
viduals of special needs and their healthy peers. It will be
open for various societies, centers and clubs concerned with
the disabled to participate in this event.

On this sponsorship, Moataz El-Rafie - Senior Deputy Chief
Executive Officer Banking Group - at Ahli United Bank com-
mented: “Ahli United Bank’s sponsoring to this marathon
comes out of its social responsibility being the first bank to
operate in Kuwait. Our Bank caters to the needs of all society
groups in the State of Kuwait and pays special attention to the
disabled being an active component of the Kuwaiti society.
Their positive integration in the society will help their society
which will benefit from their capabilities and potentials.

Finally, he expressed the bank’s appreciation to all who
supported this marathon. He sent a special thanks to the
Volunteer Kuwait Youth team for their enthusiasm to the ini-
tiative and efforts. They provided a great example for commu-
nal partnership. Ahli United Bank will spare no effort in sup-
porting all social purposeful programs.

WOMEN'’'S SOCIETY HOSTS
SYMPOSIUM ON AIDS

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Women's Cultural and Social Society held a
symposium on ‘AIDS and Woman'’s Health’ on Wednesday at
its premises. It was presented by Dr Hind Al-Shomar, Head of
the AIDS, Statistics, and Information Bureau and Repertoire of
the National Committee for Eliminating AIDS.

“The first case of AIDS in the world was discovered in 1981,
while the first in Kuwait was in 1984,” Dr Shomar said.
“Eliminating AIDS and improving health is one of the millenni-
um goals of the United Nations. Kuwait is participating in the
International Fund that aims to eliminate the AIDS cases to
reach zero infected cases and zero deaths caused by AIDS.
Speaking about this disease from the beginning was always
related to sex, especially that first cases were from homosexu-
als. Most people are not aware of all the other causes for getting
infected, so we have to raise awareness on that regard,” she
added.

Organ transplant

The first case of AIDS in Kuwait was caused by organ trans-
plant. “This case was infected after an organ transplant oper-
ation carried out in a poor country, where they did not do
tests for this virus. This is the reason why we advise patients
not to do such surgeries in poor countries, as in these coun-
tries they do not do test for the organs,” she added.

There are more activities that may cause AIDS. “Beauty
salons are popular places for getting infected. We advise
women not to do manicure and pedicure in cheap places,
and the best would be to take their tools with them. Also, hair
removal with laser can transfer this disease, as well as blades
in men’s salons. The acupuncture can also cause infection,
and this happened in France, where a doctor infected 45
people with AIDS during this process. The toothbrush is
another tool that may transfer the disease as it may contain
micro drops of blood that we cannot see. Also, tattoo or
piercing can cause infection,” stressed Dr Shomar.

Pregnant mothers

An infected pregnant mother can infect her fetus during
pregnancy or even during breastfeeding when it is natural.
“For this reason, we advise the infected mothers to have
cesarean delivery to avoid the baby getting in contact with
the fluids as much as possible,” she further said.

Shomar also spoke about the Kuwaiti legislation that are
related to this issue. “There was law No 62/1992 on protect-
ing others from infection, which also protects the AIDS
patients and assures their rights of medical care, education,
work, social care and other rights. Then law No 31/2008
about the compulsory medical tests before getting married,
which is done for different diseases including AIDS. And
finally law No 46/2015 on providing medical test for all preg-
nant women, and if they were found infected they will
receive treatment during the pregnancy to protect the fetus.
The Kuwaiti legislation also set penalty for any patient who

transfers AIDS deliberately to others. The wife has the right
to get divorced if she found out that her husband is infect-
ed,” she pointed out.

Myths

There are myths about some people getting infected
through things that in fact do not transfer infection of AIDS.
“Insects, sneezing, swimming pools, touching phone or other
objects, using utilities, towels and sheets, kissing, hand shak-
ing, and even wearing the underwear of a patient will not
cause infection,” she stated.

Prevention is very important. “If the pregnant woman
received medical treatment she will protect her baby that will
be born without infection. We have 38 babies born from such

KUWAIT: Dr Hind Al-Shomar, Head of the AIDS,
Statistics, and Information Bureau and Repertoire of
the National Committee for Eliminating AIDS speaks
at the symposium. —Photo by Joseph Shagra

cases and they are not infected. If the nurse or doctor used a
used needle on a patient’s hand by mistake, he should imme-
diately report the incident to get the preventive procedures,”
noted Dr Shomar.

Free tests

There is a project of doing tests anonymously by the
Ministry of Health. “This service is provided for free, and if the
person was found to be HIV positive, then he has to provide
his name and other information in order to get the medical
treatment, otherwise he can get private treatment outside,
which costs about KD 600 per month. An AIDS patient has to
continue in medical treatment till the end of his life, other-
wise his condition will worsen. With regular continuous med-
ication, the activity of the virus will stop and the patient’s
immunity will be strengthened. When the virus percentage in
his blood reaches zero, then he will stop being infected, yet
thus he would not be considered cured and has to continue
to take his medication,” she concluded.

KUWAIT, INDIA DISCUSS TIES

KUWAIT/NEW DELHI: First Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received a phone
call yesterday from his Indian counterpart
Sushma Swaraj where they discussed bilateral
ties. The two officials also tackled the latest
development seen in the regional and interna-
tional arenas. Separately, Kuwait Ambassador
to India Fahad Ahmad Al-Awadi presented his
credentials to President of the Indian Republic
Pranab Mukherjee yesterday. The ceremony was
held in the Presidential Palace in the capital New
Delhi, the Kuwaiti Embassy in New Delhi said in
a statement.

Both the sides took stock of the current
India-Kuwait relations and explored ways of

strengthening it in various sectors. The state-
ment added that the ambassador conveyed
greetings of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to President
Mukhejee during the meeting and also con-
veyed His Highness' wishes for good health and
happiness to the president and prosperity and
development to the friendly people of India.
The Ambassador also underlined the impor-
tance of strong economic, political and security
relations between India and Kuwait while
expressing the strong desire of the Kuwaiti lead-
ership to deepen cooperation in all areas.

The statement also said that the Indian presi-
dent, on his part, asked the Kuwaiti Ambassador
to convey his greetings to HH the Amir Sheikh

Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and wished
the Kuwaiti people progress and success. The
Indian President also recalled the visit of HH the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
to India in 2006 and the visit of HH the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah saying that those visits helped to further
cement the ties between Kuwait and India.

He also pointed out to the robust trade ties
between the two sides which touched USD 14
billion last year while expressing his hope that
Ambassador Fahad Al-Awadi would help to fur-
ther strengthen cooperation with the Indian
government to achieve goals which will serve
the interests of the peoples in both the friendly
countries. —KUNA
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NEW DELHI: Kuwait Ambassador to India Fahad Al-
Awadi presents his credentials to President of the
Indian Republic Pranab Mukherjee. —KUNA
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KUWAIT TO POST KD 25 BILLION DEFICIT NEXT 5 YEARS AT $65 A BARREL

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The government has projected that Kuwait
will post a total budget deficit of KD 25 billion over
the next five fiscal years with oil revenues calculated
at $65 a barrel, head of the national assembly finan-
cial and economic affairs committee said.

MP Faisal Al-Shaye made the comments after an
expanded meeting to discuss ways of funding the
budget deficit. The meeting brought together the
assembly’s financial and budgets committees and
was attended by the Finance Minister, central bank
governor and top financial and economic officials.

Shaye said the government is projecting a deficit
of KD 8.2 billion in the current fiscal year after calcu-
lating the price of oil at $45 a barrel.

He said the government officials explained that
there was no need for any fresh legislation to allow
the government to borrow to finance the budget

deficit, adding that existing laws are enough and
allow the government to issue bonds or sukuk or
seek loans.

Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh told reporters after
the meeting that the ministry has submitted pro-
posed measures to diversify sources of income and is
cooperating with MPs in this direction.

He said that the government plans several meas-
ures in this respect but provided no details.

But Saleh said that the fiscal position of Kuwait is
“excellent and strong” but added that the state
budget will post a deficit over the next five fiscal
years unless oil prices rise and the situation is not
faced with prudent measures. The minister said that
government officials briefed MPs about measures to
fund the deficit with the central bank governor
explaining the need to resort to the state reserves
and issuing bonds and sukuk.

Saleh said the government heard remarks by MPs

and will take them seriously, adding that a meeting
will be held in the future to discuss the issue.

The minister has repeatedly said that the govern-
ment will not delay or scrap any mega development
project due to the drop in oil prices.

Kuwait has amassed fiscal reserves estimated at
$600 billion during the past 16 fiscal years in which
the budget posted a windfall due to high oil prices.
Oil income contributes by 95 percent of public rev-
enues.

In another development, the court of appeals yes-
terday set December 13 the date to issue the verdict
against 29 defendants accused of assisting the Saudi
bomber who blew himself up in a Shiite mosque in
June, killing 26 people and wounding hundreds. The
criminal court sentenced seven men, including five in
absentia, to death, handed eight others, including
five women, prison terms from two to 15 years and
acquitted the remaining 14 people.

KUWAIT MEDICAL TEAM CHECKS
100 SYRIAN REFUGEES IN TURKEY

HATAY: Kuwait's ‘Shifa’ Humanitarian Team
has conducted medical check-up to around
100 Syrian refugees at Al-Amal Hospital in
Hatay Province, south of Turkey. Most cases

HATAY: Kuwait’s ‘Shifa’ Humanitarian
Team member Dr Ahmed Al-Abdulmughni
conducts a medical check on a Syrian
child. —KUNA

included women and children who lost sig-
nificant portions of their body parts such as
hands and legs, in addition to nose, ear, and
mouth due to explosions resulted by road-
side bombs and rockets from the ongoing
conflict in Syria, Dr Ahmed Al-Abdulmughni,
team’s member, stated to KUNA yesterday.

Around 26 cases have been transferred to
surgical operations, with over 70 surgical
interventions, Al-Abdulmughni said, adding
that these surgeries resolves several prob-
lems and burdens for the injured, enabling
them to return to their daily life activities.

It is Shifa’s 10th trip, conducted under the
slogan “Wound Healing”, which is organized
in cooperation with Interplast-Germany and
LEAP Global Missions, and sponsored by
Kuwait’s Zakat House, he indicated. Since its
formation in 2013, Shifa Humanitarian Team
has performed around 200 surgeries and
1,500 medical checkups, in addition to pro-
viding medicine and treatment for patients
in refugees’ camps in Jordan, Lebanon,
Bolivia, Kenya, and India. The team consists
of several skilled Kuwaiti surgeons, in addi-
tion to other surgeons from Germany,
Greece, and Turkey. —KUNA

KUWAIT REITERATES SUPPORT
FOR PALESTINIANS RIGHTS

NEW YORK: Kuwait yesterday reiterated
its firm stand and support for the struggle
of the Palestinian people to gain full and

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Vice Delegate to
the 70th session of the UN General
Assembly Abdulaziz Al-Jarallah. —KUNA

legitimate political rights of establishing
its own state, with East Jerusalem as its
capital.

Kuwait’s Vice Delegate to the 70th ses-
sion of the UN General Assembly
Abdulaziz Al-Jarallah said, during discus-
sions of the report of UN Special
Committee on decolonization on the mat-
ter, that the report “loud and clear” pins
down lIsrael’s “preposterous” actions that
go against international laws, which led to
the deterioration of human rights status of
the Palestinians and added to their suffer-
ing, as they live in difficult economic con-
ditions. He also denounced the continua-
tion of illegal and inhumane siege over
the Gaza Strip, which is a violation of UN
Security Council resolution 1860 and
Geneva Convention of 1949. —KUNA

KUWAIT: A young man was killed in a hit-and-run accident reported yesterday in
Jahra. The driver reportedly left the scene immediately after the accident hap-
pened on a street located between the Oyoun and Taima districts of the gover-
norate. Police were later able to identify, locate and arrest the driver. A case was
filed for investigations. —By Hanan Al-Saadoun

TRIO CAUGHT WITH DRUGS

KUWAIT: Southern roads patrol officers
arrested three people with possession of 26
illicit tablets. The three, two Kuwaitis and one
Saudi, were sent to the Drugs Control General
Department (DGCD). Patrol officers had
stopped the suspect’s vehicle, only to discov-
er that they were in an abnormal condition.
The drugs were found when the men were
searched.

KD 3,000 watch stolen

A man lost his KD 3,000 watch after going
to visit a school in Fahad Al-Ahmad. A security
source said that the citizen told local police
that his watch was stolen from his car when
he stopped by to visit the school. A thief
reportedly broke the car’s window and stole
the watch. Detectives are investigating.
Separately, a Kuwaiti man told police in Taima
that a thief broke into his vehicle and stole
belongings he had left inside. Meanwhile, a
man told officers in Farwaniya that an
unknown person stole his car which was
parked near the area’s police station.

Sponsor robbed
A police Colonel told officers at Farwaniya
police station that his domestic helper stole
KD 1,000 before disappearing. The African
maid stole the money from the safe at her

employer’s house before escaping, according
to the man’s statements. A case was filed for
investigations.

Unlicensed restaurant

Khaitan police raided a house in the area
which was turned into an unlicensed restau-
rant. A security source said that patrol officers
noticed two persons unloading vegetables
into a house. Then when the men were asked
to stop, they ran away instead. Police chased
them into the house, which was discovered to
be run as a restaurant without a license or
security and safety conditions. Seven people
were arrested in total.

lllegal calls

Farwaniya police sent a man to prison for
deportation processing as she was arrested
for offering international calling services at an
office in the area illegally. Police found out
about the place after chasing a person who
ran away from patrol officers as soon as he
spotted them in the area, a security source
said. They arrested the Sri Lankan woman
along with devices used to make internation-
al phone calls in violation of Ministry of
Commerce regulations. She was sent to the

concerned authorities for further action.
—Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa
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SINJAR, Iraq: Iraqi Kurdish militias battling to take back Sinjar from Islamic State militants raise a Kurdish flag and fire off celebratory gunfire in the center of town yesterday. — AP

KURDISH FORCES SEIZE SINJAR FROM 1§

MAJOR SUPPLY ROUTE DISRUPTED

SINJAR, Iraq: Iraqi Kurdish leader Massud Barzani announced the “lib-
eration” of the town of Sinjar from the Islamic State group yesterday,
the latest in a series of setbacks for the jihadists. The operation was led
by the autonomous Kurdish region’s peshmerga forces but also
involved fighters from the Yazidi minority, which IS targeted in a bru-
tal campaign of massacres, enslavement and rape. It cut a key supply
line linking jihadist-held areas in Iraq with those in Syria.

Across the border, the Syrian Democratic Forces coalition said it
also delivered a blow to IS logistics, announcing that it had driven the
jihadists out of Al-Hol, an important village on their Irag-Syria supply
route. The gains against IS are the latest sign that the jihadist group,
which won a series of victories in a stunningly rapid offensive in Iraq
last year, is now on the defensive.

In remarks yesterday, US President Barack Obama expressed satis-
faction with efforts against IS, saying the group’s expansion has been
curbed. “From the start, our goal has been first to contain, and we
have contained them,” Obama said. Barzani, the president of Iraqi
Kurdistan, told a news conference near the northern town: “l am here
to announce the liberation of Sinjar.” His remarks also made clear that
political conflict over Sinjar would likely follow the military battle for
the town. “Sinjar was liberated by the blood of the peshmerga and
became part of Kurdistan,” Barzani said. Baghdad, which has long
opposed Kurdistan’s desire to incorporate a swathe of disputed north-
ern territory, is unlikely to welcome that idea.

Flags, Celebratory Gunfire
Earlier in the day, hundreds of Kurdish fighters, dressed in camou-
flage uniforms and armed with assault rifles and machineguns,
moved into the town on foot, an AFP journalist reported. Carrying the
Kurdish region’s flag, they fired into the air and shouted “Long live the
peshmerga!” and “Long live Kurdistan!” Inside Sinjar, many houses
and shops, a petrol garage and the local government headquarters

had been destroyed. Burned out cars sat in the streets, while barrels
apparently containing explosives had been left behind. The huge task
of clearing Sinjar of bombs planted by IS remains, and there is also the
possibility of holdout jihadists, who have kept up attacks even after
other areas in Iraq were said to have been retaken. Sinjar has been
pounded by US-led air strikes and Kurdish artillery fire targeting IS
positions, which sent massive columns of smoke drifting up from the
town on Thursday.

The coalition carried out 36 strikes against jihadists in the Sinjar
area on Wednesday and Thursday, and 15 more across the border in
Al-Hol, which the Syrian Democratic Forces announced on Friday they
had taken the day before. And Syrian forces broke a year-long IS siege
of a military air base in the country’s north Tuesday with backing from
Russian air strikes.

In a rare admission Thursday, the Pentagon said US ground forces
advising the Kurds on their offensive were close enough to the front
to identify IS targets and call in strikes. Pentagon spokesman Peter
Cook told reporters most of the US-led coalition troops were behind
the front lines working with Kurdish commanders. But “there are
some advisers who are on Sinjar mountain, assisting in the selection
of air strike targets.”

On Thursday, Kurdish forces cut the key highway that links IS-held
areas in Iraq and Syria. “Sinjar sits astride Highway 47, which is a key
and critical resupply route” for IS, said Colonel Steve Warren,
spokesman for the international operation against IS. “By seizing
Sinjar, we'll be able to cut that line of communication, which we
believe will constrict (IS's) ability to resupply themselves, and is a criti-
cal first step in the eventual liberation of Mosul,” said Warren, referring
to the jihadists’ main hub in Iraqg. IS overran Sinjar in August last year,
forcing thousands of Yazidis to flee to the mountains overlooking the
town, where they were trapped by the jihadists. The United Nations
has described the attack on the Yazidis as a possible genocide. —AFP

BODIES OF EIGHT BABIES
FOUND IN GERMAN FLAT

MUNICH: German police said yesterday they had found the bod-
ies of eight babies in an apartment in the southern state of
Bavaria, in what could be one of the country’s worst post-war
infanticide case. Police said they were alerted on Thursday after-
noon by a resident from the small town of Wallenfels, who found
a body of an infant in the apartment. When officers arrived at the
site, they uncovered several other bodies, wrapped up in hand
towels and put in plastic bags.

Police are looking for a 45-year-old woman who previously
lived in the apartment. “She is sought at least as the possible
mother of the children,” said a police spokeswoman, who would
not say if the woman is considered a suspect. Forensic investiga-
tors are currently examining the corpses, police said, adding that
the process could take some time “due to the poor condition” of
some of the bodies. “A result is not to be expected before the
beginning of the coming week,” said police.

Investigators had first revealed the grisly find late Thursday,
with the local press reporting that two babies’ bodies were
uncovered. Yesterday morning, investigators announced that
possibly seven bodies had been found, before saying in the late
afternoon that an eighth had been discovered in the house
where children’s decorations could be seen taped to the win-
dows on the first floor. Newspaper Bild reported that the female
former resident of the apartment lived there with her husband
for 18 years, and that the couple had three children. But the
woman also had four other children from other relationships, it
said, adding that she had sought to hide her frequent pregnan-
cies. It also quoted an unnamed source saying that the woman
had four miscarriages. —AFP
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IS IN LIBYA BIDS TO EMULATE IRAQ, SYRIA SUCCESS

MISRATA, Libya: The attack bore all the
traits of Islamic State in Irag. A small unit
of militants, armed with Kalashnikov rifles
and suicide belts, hit the Tripoli prison just
before sunrise. Blasting through a wall,
four fighters worked their way through
the heavily guarded compound before fir-
ing a rocket-propelled grenade to breach
the cells inside. Their target, security
sources say, was a jailed Libyan Islamic
State militant. Clashes erupted. Two of the
attackers, a Moroccan and a Sudanese,
detonated suicide belts and shortly after-
wards all four, and the militant, were
dead.

The prison break failed. But it was
another illustration of the tactics
employed by an Islamic State front deter-
mined to emulate the success of the
group's founders in Iraq and Syria. “When
we see them fighting, they are well
trained. There were only four, but they
destabilised the whole base,” said Muaad
Khalil, a spokesman for forces at the
Maitiga base. “Who would have thought
to attack this base, but they did.”

Four years after the overthrow of
Muammar Gaddafi, Libya is locked in a
conflict between two rival governments -
an official one in the east, and a self-
declared one controlling Tripoli - and the
many armed factions that back them. Far
from the battlefields of Iraq and Syria,
Islamic State has steadily grown in Libya’s
chaos, controlling the city of Sirte, and
worrying Western governments who fear
it can only become stronger in the post-
revolution mess.

They have left their mark on the North
African state. They have massacred
Christian Egyptians on a Libyan beach,
publicly flogged criminals in Sirte,
stormed oilfields, and attacked a five-star
Tripoli hotel. But while Libya’s turmoil and
history of jihadism offered fertile ground,
Islamic State has run up against the heavi-
ly armed factions and rival Islamists
already in place. Even as they lay claim to
Sirte, Libya’s Islamic State followers have
been ousted from Derna city by local
fighters, and have shown they cannot
hold ground or muster the finances and

oil resources they benefit from in Iraq.
“They clearly want to expand from Sirte,”
one Western diplomat said. “They contin-
ue to maintain the ability to carry out one-
offs outside their main area, but they are
still small.”

Jihadist History

Libya has a long history of jihadism.
Men from the Libya Islamic Fighting
Group fought in Afghanistan. Later,
Libyan al Qaeda militants were accused in
the US embassy bombings in Tanzania
and Kenya in 1998. After the fall of
Gaddafi, and with the steady fracturing of
Libya between rival brigades of former
rebels, the Islamist militants among them
found room to grow. One group, Ansar al
Sharia in Benghazi, was blamed for the
2012 attack that killed the US ambassador
there.

Asin Irag and Syria, Islamic State draws
recruits from local groups, security
sources and local residents say. But Derna
also showed their limits. Even after Islamic
State leaders arrived to recruit in July,

fighting erupted as Derna Islamists and
citizens fed up with foreign jihadists drove
Islamic State out. But in Sirte, security
sources and residents say, they found a
more suitable base by tapping into frus-
trations in Gaddafi's home town, where
many felt sidelined after the revolution.
“Daesh saw Sirte as the perfect place.
Some Gaddafi followers are now Daesh
members,” said local military commander
Ismail Al-Mjaree, using an Arabic name for
the group. “In Derna, they didn’t have that
environment.”

Targeted assassinations of rivals and
security officials began last year, and
Islamic State forces moved in force on
Sirte in February and March, taking a
radio station and other important build-
ings. Forces from Misrata - a port city that
is home to one of the country’s more
powerful military factions - arrived to
take back Sirte. But fearing large-scale
casualties and blaming a lack of support
from Tripoli, they retreated, although
hostilities may be resumed at some
point. — Reuters

GULF FOCUSES ON SHORT-TERM
MILITARY PROCUREMENT NEEDS

AMMUNITION, REPAIRS ARE THE IMMEDIATE FOCUS

DUBALI: Having rushed to war in Yemen
just as oil prices sank, Gulf Arab militaries
are in a thrifty mood. They are focusing on
immediate wartime needs like ammunition
supplies. Such caution does not mean the
rich dynasties have lost the taste - or as
they see it, the need - for advanced war-
planes and regional missile defence, Arab
and Western officers and industry execu-
tives at the biennial Dubai Airshow said.
Saudi Arabia for example is proceeding
with a modernization of its navy, and
Kuwait is still poised to buy $3 billion of
fighter jets from Boeing on top of $7 billion
in Eurofighters.

Such projects are partly a response by
the US-allied Sunni Muslim monarchies to
the perceived threat from Shi‘ite Iran. In
Riyadh, Iran is viewed as an expansionist
power bent on exporting its 1979 Islamic
revolution. But while these pricey ventures
are seen as vital and work proceeds, short-
term concerns about logistics have become
more urgent for the oil-exporting countries
as they try out a newly assertive approach
to the Middle East’s growing conflicts.

Major General Abdullah Al-Hashimi,
executive director of strategic analysis at
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) ministry of
defence, said lower oil prices had brought
“some kind of quietness in the market”.
“The whole world is living in some kind of a
crisis, because the oil prices affected every-
body,” he said. This week’s show recorded
$40 billion in combined military and civilian
sales, way down on $150 billion in 2009
and $200 billion in 2013, although on par
with $30-40 billion in 2011.

As interest in big ticket weapons pur-
chases has eased, so short-term concerns
about ammunition supplies and the need
to maintain existing equipment have
grown. The Gulf states and Arab allies inter-
vened militarily in Yemen in March in sup-
port of President Abd-Rabbu Mansour

Hadi, a Saudi ally, and beat back Iran’s influ-
ence in the region. The first collective Gulf
Arab effort at flexing military ‘hard power’,
the war has dragged on for seven months,
cost almost 6,000 lives and set off a revival
of Islamist militancy.

Industrial Base

Suppliers used to a more measured
pace of weapons delivery are rushing to fill
orders for ammunition and spares from the
Saudi-led coalition, a pressure made more
acute by demand from the Western-led air
campaign against the Islamic State in Iraq
and Syria. UAE Air Force Commander
Major-General Ibrahim Nasser Al-Alawi told
Reuters forecasting ammunition flows,
spare parts and logistics was one of the
main processes involved in sustaining an
operation “which has a non-defined end”.

US Air Force officials at the air show
echoed that. They said more planning was
required on arms supplies to the region.
“None of us predicted there would be oper-
ations in Iraq, Syria and Yemen all at the
same time,” said General Charles Brown,
commander of the US Air Forces Central
Command. “That's one of the areas we will
work with our partners - at how we fore-
cast, particularly munitions.”

US Air Force Secretary Deborah Lee
James said US officials were working to
speed up foreign arms sales, adding: “It
does take a certain amount of time to ramp
up the industrial base to meet these
needs.” The Yemen war, insurgencies in
Libya and Egypt and Islamic State bomb-
ings in the Gulf states have concentrated
minds on another sector: Gulf Arab ground
and counter-insurgency troops.

Improving Gulf Arab armies’ ground
forces is a priority also for Washington,
which is pressing Arab states to take on
more responsibility for their own defence.
The Yemen war suggests there is still much

work to do there. While the air campaign in
Yemen has dealt blows to the Houthis, the
coalition ground campaign appears dead-
locked. “The Yemen adventure is a wake-up
call for the requirements of the future of
warfare in the Middle East and North Africa
region,” said Theodore Karasik of Gulf State
Analytics, referring to guerrilla warfare and
militant bombings.

Doug Raaberg, Northrop Grumman’s
chief executive in United Arab Emirates, told
Reuters the fight against militants and insur-
gents had dramatically changed the needs
of his company’s Gulf customers, putting a
greater focus on affordability and the need
to maintain existing equipment. “What they
need is assurance that the equipment that
they’re using is sustained both today and
tomorrow. We need to provide them good
affordable solutions,” he said.

Insurgencies

Analysts said the unknown length and
cost of the Yemen war had piled fresh
uncertainty on top of economic strains
caused by the recent halving of oil prices.
“There is a triangle of pressures from oil
prices, the cost of the war and social costs,”
said one senior air show delegate, referring
to the effect of troop deaths on social cohe-
sion. The cost of the aerial and ground cam-
paign in Yemen is unknown but is estimat-
ed to run easily into billions of dollars.

“It covers ground and air and there are
multiple people involved, and it is difficult
to know who is doing what let alone the
cost of the campaign,” said Douglas Barrie,
senior fellow at the International Institute
of Strategic Studies. “It is hardly surprising
that the near term focus of the countries at
the vanguard of the campaign has
switched from long-term equipment to
replenishing ammunition stocks and look-
ing at lessons of the air campaign,” he
said.— Reuters

BAGHDAD: An Iragi man stands in front of a door cov-
ered with shrapnel and bloodstains after a suicide
bomber reportedly blew himself up in the midst of a

Shiite funeral ceremony yesterday. — AFP

BAGHDAD BOMBS
TARGETING SHIITES
LEAVE 26 DEAD

BAGHDAD: The Islamic State group claimed responsibility for a
suicide blast and a roadside bombing that targeted Shiites in
Baghdad yesterday, killing a total of 26 people and wounding
dozens. The attacks came as Iraqi Kurdish militias, backed by US
airstrikes, seized the town of Sinjar from the Islamic State group
in a major blow to the extremists. Following its blitz last year, the
IS - which splintered off from Iraq’s Al-Qaeda branch - now holds
about a third of Irag and neighboring Syria in its self-declared
caliphate.

The suicide bomber struck a memorial service held for a
Shiite militia fighter killed in battle against IS in the Iraqi capital’s
southwestern suburb of Hay Al-Amal, a police official told AP.
That explosion killed 21 people and wounded at least 46, he
said. The militia fighter was killed in battle against the militant
group in Irag’s western Anbar province, the official added. Also
yesterday in Baghdad, a roadside bomb detonated at a Shiite
shrine in Sadr City, killing at least five people and wounding 15,
police officials said. Hospital officials confirmed the casualty fig-
ures. All officials spoke on condition of anonymity as they were
not authorized to talk to reporters. Since the emergence of IS
extremists, Baghdad has seen near-daily attacks, with roadside
bombs, suicide blasts and assassinations targeting Iraqi forces
and government officials, with significant casualties among the
civilian population. The violence has killed hundreds and dis-
placed tens of thousands of Iragis. — AP
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REVITALIZED ERDOGAN SEEKS TO BASK IN G20 GLORY

ANTALYA, Turkey: Boosted by an election  dealing with the conflict in neighbouring

victory, Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan wants to use the G20 summit to
remind the world of his status as a global
leader and consolidate his domestic popular-
ity. Commentators began writing Erdogan’s
political obituary when his Islamic-rooted rul-
ing party lost its outright majority in June
elections for the first time since it swept to
power over a decade ago. But the combative
Erdogan’s gamble on calling snap elections
for Nov 1 paid off handsomely, with the
Justice and Development Party (AKP) that he
co-founded regaining its majority.

Just two weeks after that triumph,
Erdogan will roll out the red carpet in the
Mediterranean resort of Antalya on Sunday
for leaders of the world's top 20 economies
including US President Barack Obama, Xi
Jinping of China and Vladimir Putin of Russia.
The timing of the summit just after the elec-
tions is the perfect chance for Erdogan to
show he is a key global player, in particular in

it b/ -
Syria and the ensuing influx of 2.2 million ! [/ { il |

refugees onto Turkish territory. It also allows
him to play the role of genial host and damp-
en criticism that his rule is creeping towards
authoritarianism after raids on critical media
and arrests of opponents. “This G20 summit
gives Erdogan the opportunity to reaffirm
Turkey as an essential partner on the global
scene,” said Sinan Ulgen, chairman of the
Istanbul-based Center for Economics and
Foreign Policy Studies (EDAM) and a visiting
scholar at Carnegie Europe in Brussels. “He
will for sure also take advantage of it person-
ally to present himself as a world leader,
despite all the criticism of his more and more
authoritarian rule,” he told AFP.

‘Overlook Rights Record’

Turkey has in recent years felt aggrieved
and even betrayed by the West over Syria,
complaining it has received no help in host-
ing the refugees or in its aim to topple
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ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Japan’s Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe shake hands before a meeting yesterday. — AP

President Bashar Al-Assad. Erdogan, notori-
ously hot-tempered in private, has taken
such disappointments as a personal slight
and will be expecting Turkey's position to be

taken fully into account at its G20. Erdogan
will look for promises that the West is still
committed to ousting Assad, despite Russia’s
air campaign to bolster his regime. — AFP

TALLUSSA, Lebanon: Mourners chant slogans as they carry the body of Adel Termos during his funeral in this village in

Nabatiyeh governorate yesterday. — AP

LEBANON PM HOLDS
EMERGENCY MEETING

NATION MOURNS 44 KILLED IN BEIRUT BOMBING

BEIRUT: Lebanese Prime Minister Tammam
Salam held an emergency meeting with his
security cabinet and military chiefs yesterday
as the nation mourned 44 people killed in a
double suicide bombing claimed by Islamic
State. The blasts late on Thursday hit a resi-
dential and commercial area in a southern
suburb of Beirut, a stronghold of Shiite Muslim
group Hezbollah, in the latest spillover of vio-
lence from the war in neighbouring Syria.

The first attacks in more than a year on a
Hezbollah bastion inside Lebanon came at
time when the group is stepping up its
involvement in Syria’s civil war, now in its fifth
year. Iran-backed Hezbollah has sent troops
over the border to support Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad against Sunni Muslim insur-
gent groups including Islamic State.

Lebanon is also suffering from its own
political crisis in which disputes between par-

ties, factions and sects have stopped the gov-
ernment taking basic decisions and left the
country without a president for 17 months.
The army established a heavy security pres-
ence around the scene of the blast, which on
Friday was still littered with debris, damaged
cars and motorbikes and shattered glass.
Medical sources raised the death toll on Friday
from 43 to 44, with more than 200 people
wounded. Funerals were held in Beirut for sev-
eral of the victims later in the day, with coffins
draped in the flags of Hezbollah and Amal,
another Shiite movement. Defence Minister
Samir Mogbel said the armed forces were on
high alert across the country, and trying their
best to keep a fragile calm. “To tell you the
security forces can control things like that 100
percent of the time, I'd be lying,” he said.
“We're doing our best in coordination with all
the parties on the ground.”

Political Paralysis

Ministers have urged politicians to put all
rivalries aside and work towards electing a
president and bolstering the government and
parliament. State institutions are paralysed by
political deadlock. Beirut residents expressed
concern after the violence, saying it raised the
spectre of civil strife. “It's been a year... with no
explosions. We thought we were done with
this, but were proved wrong yesterday,” said
central Beirut resident Rajaa, who gave only
her first name. “This explosion targeted
Lebanon as whole, not only Beirut’s southern
suburbs,” she said. Hezbollah warned on
Thursday of a “long war” against its enemies.
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon urged
Lebanon'’s security services and state institu-
tions “not to allow this despicable act to
destroy the relative calm that has prevailed in
the country over the past year”. — Reuters

ONE PALESTINIAN,
2 ISRAELIS KILLED
IN WEST BANK

HEBRON: An Israeli father and son were shot dead in an
apparent ambush near Hebron yesterday on a day that also
saw three Palestinians die after being shot by Israeli sol-
diers. An unknown assailant killed the two Israelis when he
opened fire on a car near the Jewish settlement of Otniel,
south of Hebron in the occupied West Bank, the army said.
Another two Israelis were wounded, hospital sources said.
“Two Israelis were murdered... when shots were fired at
their vehicle near Hebron” in a “terrorist” attack, an army
statement said, adding that the gunman fled the area.

It was the most serious attack on Israelis in nearly a
month and sparked a manhunt, with soldiers backed by air
units deploying en masse in the neighbouring Palestinian
communities of Yatta and As Samou, an AFP journalist said.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vowed to bring
the attackers to justice. “We will get to these heinous mur-
derers and we will bring them to justice as we have done in
the past,” he said in a statement. Israeli forces took less
than a week to arrest the alleged perpetrators of an attack
that killed two settlers on 1 October and sparked the latest
wave of violence. Israel says they belonged to a Hamas cell,
the Islamist movement that is a staunch enemy of the
Jewish state.

Toll Now Nearly 100

In an unrelated incident, a Palestinian was shot dead
during clashes yesterday with the army in Hebron,
Palestinian medics said. Hassan al-Bo, 21, died after being
hit in the heart by live ammunition, an official at Al-Ahli
Hospital said. Soldiers also shot dead a man near the West
Bank city of Ramallah on Friday, the Palestinian health min-
istry said. A statement announced “the death of a young
man, Lafi Yusuf Awad, 22 years old, from the village of
Budrus in the district of Ramallah, (killed) by a bullet from
Israeli forces”.

Earlier, a Palestinian teenager in Hebron succumbed to
his wounds after being shot by troops a day earlier. More
than 200 Palestinians were treated during clashes on
Friday, the Palestinian Red Crescent said, the majority after
inhaling tear gas. Violence since the start of October,
including a wave of Palestinian knife, gun and car-ramming
attacks, has killed 81 people on the Palestinian side -includ-
ing one Israeli Arab - and 12 Israelis.

Many of the Palestinians killed were alleged attackers
shot at the scene, while others died in clashes. The violence
was originally focused in and around Jerusalem but has
recently shifted to Hebron and its surrounding areas. The
city is a frontline of the conflict, with 500 Jewish settlers liv-
ing under military protection in the centre of a city of
200,000 Palestinians. — AFP
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RISING STAR STRUGGLES WITH FRENCH INEQUALITY

PARIS: She is a rising political star and a striking immigrant
success story from France’s ghetto-like suburbs, but
Education Minister Najat Vallaud-Belkacem faces huge
obstacles in fighting the inequality she herself overcame.
“The system in France is like we're all running the 100
metres, but some have a 30-metre head start and some
start 30 metres behind,” she tells AFP. The word “egalite”
might be plastered over every school, but OECD studies
show inequality is rising faster in France’s classrooms than
in any other developed country. Unlike much of France’s
closeted political elite, Vallaud-Belkacem has experienced
that challenge first-hand, having grown up as a relatively
poor Moroccan immigrant in the northern town of
Amiens. The 38-year-old worked her way up through local
government into Socialist presidential campaign teams in
2007 and 2012, before being named women'’s minister
and becoming a hate figure for the right with her efforts to
improve gender equality in schools. Last year she became
the first-ever female education minister, and many say her
star has much further to climb.

The back-story gives her concerns about inequality a
ring of sincerity. “When | look back at where | came from, at
the school | attended... my classmates for the most part
haven't had successful paths - many have had a difficult,
chaotic path,” she says. This is not especially new, she
warns, but it is getting worse. “We can't idealise some
bygone time when school was necessarily a social ladder
for people from modest backgrounds,” she says. “(But) what
worries me... there’s always been inequalities, social deter-
minism, but perhaps not this level of disenchantment that |
feel when | go back to Amiens today, when | see families in
the same socio-economic conditions | was in. People can't
even imagine that it's possible to succeed anymore.” The
irony, say experts and teachers, is that France’s very insis-
tence on equality could be the root cause of the problem.

‘A Big Shock’

“It was a beautiful idea in the beginning: everyone
gets the same education,” says a head teacher in Saint
Denis just north of Paris, who spoke on condition of
anonymity. “But unfortunately, not all pupils are the
same.” His school lies in a rough, working-class neigh-

PARIS: French Education Minister Najat
Vallaud-Belkacem leaves after a weekly cab-
inet meeting at the Elysee presidential
palace yesterday. —AFP

bourhood of mostly first- and second-generation
migrants, plagued by gang rivalries and high unemploy-
ment. But any hopes of tailoring the teaching to the spe-
cific challenges of the community run up against a sys-
tem which strictly enforces a uniform curriculum. “Few of
the teachers come from this area,” says the principal. “It

NIGERIA'S OPPOSITION IN
SOUL-SEARCHING AFTER LOSS

PDP CLAIMS TO BE ONLY ‘CREDIBLE INSTITUTION

can be a big shock, a real panic for them. They don't
know how to speak to these pupils, they may never have
met populations like this.”

Young teachers have little control over where they are
posted and the least experienced often end up in the
worst schools. “They feel they're drowning in the prob-
lems these kids face: social problems, language prob-
lems, family problems. They aren't trained for that.” The
traditional view of the teacher dictating to rows of atten-
tive pupils still dominates training despite its increasing
distance from reality, leaving little room for more flexible
teaching styles.

Without strong parental support, many children fall
through the gaps. “The success of students is completely
tied to what parents do and who they are,” says the head
teacher. “That’s profoundly unchanged in France, and
that's terrible.”

‘The Rich Have Left’

Vallaud-Belkacem knows the problems, and promises
that reforms are underway: more teachers and money for
schools in tough areas, a more flexible curriculum and
better training. Most controversially, she announced a
pilot scheme last week by which parents in a few areas
will have a choice of schools for the first time, and local
councils tasked with ensuring a mix of social groups in
each one. “I'm not preparing a revolution,” vowed the
minister, but she knows any changes to school districts
will be explosive.

As many governments round the world have found,
such plans run aground as soon as wealthier parents are
told to send their children to rougher schools. “She’s
going to fail,” says Rodrigo Munoz, president of a parent-
teacher association in Saint-Denis. “The rich have left and
they aren’t coming back.” —AFP

AUSTRIA PLANS
FENCE TO MANAGE
MIGRANT FLOW

ABUJA: Its former national chairman once boasted that the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) would rule Nigeria for 60 years. In the end it man-
aged only 16. Muhammadu Buhari’s All Progressives Congress (APC)
dumped the PDP out of power in presidential elections in March, in what
was the first win for an opposition party in the country’s history. As atten-
tion shifted to Buhari and his plans to tackle endemic corruption and
defeat Boko Haram Islamists, the PDP and its former president Goodluck
Jonathan went quiet. On Twitter - the main tool for the party’s message
in the election campaign - there were no more posts from the party from
May 18, but on Oct 29 it announced: “We are Back!!!” The PDP has been
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ABUJA: A picture taken on May 29, 2015 shows former
President Goodluck Jonathan waving to the crowd as he
leaves the office during the inauguration of President
Mohammadu Buhari at the Eagles Square. —AFP

finding its voice again since then and on Thursday the party held a
national conference in the capital Abuja to set out its plans to regain
power. Its language was typically bullish, describing the government as
“the fascist APC regime” and accusing it of human rights and constitu-
tional violations as well as abuse of power.

Buhari's crackdown on corruption has seen several former and serv-
ing state governors arrested on suspicion of corruption while he has
accused the PDP of leaving the country virtually bankrupt. But the PDP
declared: “Participants noted that the PDP remains the only credible
national political institution committed to national interest and the
deepening of democratic tenets and ideals.”

Strong Opposition

Tub-thumping rhetoric and personal criticism has long characterised
Nigerian politics, which relies heavily on patronage, elite connections
and, very often, hard cash. The PDP personally attacked Buhari during
the election, accusing the former military ruler of being an Islamic
extremist, an unreformed dictator and unqualified to hold office. In the
run-up to the vote, though, dozens of PDP lawmakers switched sides to
the APC, complaining that Jonathan had reneged on a promise not to
stand for a second term. There have been more defections since then, in
part due to PDP perceptions of an APC “witch-hunt” against its members
over corruption.

Analysts attributed the PDP's election defeat to its failure to secure a
consensus in a religiously and ethnically divided country - and also that
after 16 years, people were ready for a change. Political commentator
Chris Ngwodo said to build on the democratic development of the APC's
historic win, what the country needed now was not rhetoric. “Trickle-
down politics of the worst kind”, where powerful elites bestowed patron-
age on their supporters, was in the past, he said.

To become relevant again, the PDP “has to think more deeply” and
come up with policies that address the lack of social and economic
opportunities for Nigeria's young population across the country. Simple
criticism was “not moving anybody” he told AFP. “There’s no real sense
of having an opposition party. This is a party shell-shocked from defeat,
still grappling in the dark. It needs to define itself,” he added. —AFP

VIENNA: Austria will build a 3.7-km fence either side of
its busiest border crossing with Slovenia to help manage
the flow of thousands of migrants a day onto its territo-
ry, senior officials said yesterday. It was the latest move
by a country on Europe’s main migratory corridor,
stretching from Greece to Germany, to manage or curb
the influx since hundreds of thousands started streaming
into Austria and Germany two months ago, putting
severe strain on the European Union’s prized system of
open borders.

Slovenia began erecting its own razor-wire fence

along parts of its frontier with Croatia on Wednesday,
saying it aimed to assert better control over the migrant
flow onto its soil that began shortly after Hungary built
fences on its southern border to keep the marching
crowds out. Austria, the last stop on the way to Germany
for migrants crossing the continent in numbers not seen
since World War Two, has worried for weeks that its larg-
er neighbour’s frontier restrictions will create a backlog it
cannot manage.

At a news conference with other cabinet members and

senior officials, Austrian Interior Minister Johanna Mikl-
Leitner announced a series of measures that would be put
in place near the Spielfeld border crossing in coordination
with Slovenia. Those included a fenced “security corridor”
on Slovenian territory and enhanced patrols outside that
area by the Slovenian security forces, she said. Austria will
also make preparations that will enable it to build a fence
along a 25-km stretch of the border at 48 hours’ notice if
needed, she said. A senior official said this would involve
containers with razor wire ready to be deployed.

“This Phase 2 will come into force if the Slovenian

measures do not work and it comes to illegal border
crossings,” she said, adding that Austria would immedi-
ately strengthen its own patrols along the same 25-km
stretch of frontier. —Reuters
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NY MOBSTER ACQUITTED OVER ‘GOODFELLAS HEIST

NEW YORK: An 80-year-old reputed mobster accused of
a spectacular 1978 New York airport heist immortalized
in Martin Scorsese’s hit movie “Goodfellas” was acquit-
ted Thursday in federal court in Brooklyn. Vincent Asaro,
allegedly a member of the notorious Bonanno crime

NEW YORK: In this Jan 23, 2014 file photo, FBI
agents flank Vincent Asaro as they escort the
reputed mobster from FBI offices. —AP

family, was accused of murder, violence and extortion
that supposedly spanned 45 years from the late 1960s
until 2013. He was found not guilty on all counts, said a
spokeswoman for the US attorney’s office in Brooklyn.
Asaro, all smiles as he left the courtroom, said he wanted
to “have a good meal” with his family. In the biggest
heist on US soil, armed mobsters stole $5 million in cash
and nearly $1 million in jewels from a Lufthansa Airlines
vault at John F Kennedy airport on Dec 11, 1978. The val-
ue of the booty today is estimated at around $20 million.
Asaro was the first, and probably last, alleged member of
the mafia to be prosecuted over the heist. The trial,
which began on Oct 19, spotlighted the secretive work-
ings of the Italian mafia, including revenge murders,
racketeering, robbery and illegal gambling.

Jurors began deliberations on Monday night and
took a break for the Veterans Day holiday on
Wednesday. The acquittal of Asaro, who had been fac-
ing life in prison if convicted, is a stunning blow for fed-
eral prosecutors in Brooklyn.

Scorsese Treatment
Apparently pointed out to authorities by a cousin,
Asaro was arrested by the FBI in Jan 2014 in a series of
raids that also netted his middle-aged son Jerome and
three other suspects. Prosecutors also accused him of
ordering the murder of a cousin in the 1980s who man-

aged to escape to Florida on a tip-off. Asaro and his son
were also charged with participating in additional armed
robberies, including around $1 million in gold salts. The
Lufthansa heist became legendary after its alleged mas-
termind James Burke - also known as Jimmy the Gent -
killed off members of the crew to avoid being shopped
to the police. The judge in Asaro’s trial barred those mur-
ders from being discussed in court.

Scorsese immortalized the criminal feat in his Oscar-
winning 1990 movie “Goodfellas”, long considered one
of the best crime films of all time. Burke, who died of
cancer in prison in 1996, was the inspiration for Robert
De Niro's character Jimmy Conway in the film. Asaro was
not depicted in the movie, which earned six Oscar nomi-
nations including for best picture and best director. Joe
Pesci took home the film's only golden statuette for best
supporting actor.

Asaro also stood accused, with Burke, of strangling
Paul Katz with a dog chain in 1969 because they sus-
pected he was cooperating with investigators, burying
his body under the cement basement floor of an empty
home. In the mid-1980s, Asaro allegedly ordered his son
Jerome and another individual to dig up the body and
move it to avoid detection. In 2013, the FBI recovered a
right hand and wrist, hair, teeth, clothing and human tis-
sue identified by DNA as belonging to Katz from the
Burke family home in Queens. —AFP

TRUMP QUESTIONS CARSON'’S
‘PATHOLOGICAL TEMPER/, FAITH

REAL ESTATE MOGUL SLAMS GOP COMPETITORS

FORT DODGE, lowa: Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump, brushing aside any
recent claims of civility, has equated Ben
Carson'’s childhood “pathological temper” to the
illness of a child molester, questioned his reli-
gious awakening and berated voters who sup-
port him. “How stupid are the people of lowa?”
declared Trump during a rally at lowa Central

deserve his attention because his campaign is
doing so poorly. Trump accused Democratic
frontrunner Hilary Rodham Clinton, who is cam-
paigning to be the first female president, of
“playing the woman's card, big league”.

But his strongest words, by far, were aimed at
Carson, whose powerful life story and soft-spo-
ken demeanor have captured the attention of

FORT DODGE, lowa: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
speaks to guests during a campaign stop at lowa Central Community
College on Thursday. —AFP

Community College. “How stupid are the people
of the country to believe this crap?” For more
than an hour and a half Thursday night, the bil-
lionaire real estate mogul harshly criticized not
only Carson, but many of his other competitors
in the race for the GOP presidential nomination.
In his free-wheeling appearance, Trump also
said Florida Sen Marco Rubio, who is rising in the
polls, was “weak like a baby, like a baby” and “not
a good poker player because every time he’s
