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WASHINGTON: A firestorm erupted yesterday over
Donald Trump’s call for a ban on Muslims entering the
United States, as religious leaders, the White House and
his rivals on the presidential campaign roundly con-
demned the proposal. The leading candidate for the
Republican presidential nomination made the provoca-
tive remarks - just his latest on a range of topics on the
campaign trail - after last week’s shooting that left 14
dead in California by a Muslim couple said to have been

PLANS TO RAISE
CORPORATE TAX,
CUT SUBSIDIES

KUWAIT: Kuwait may raise the corporate tax rate to 10
percent for local firms and impose limits on energy
subsidies, the commerce minister told a local newspa-
per yesterday, part of a broad move to introduce fiscal
reforms amid pressure from low oil prices. Corporate
taxes, currently levied at different rates for local and
foreign companies, could rise to 10 percent, Minister
of Commerce and Industry Yousuf Al-Ali told Al-Anbaa
newspaper. “Initial ideas being tossed around are that
it will be up to 10 percent. There are companies in the
market now paying up to 4.5 percent that will see their
taxes rise a little to 10 percent,” Ali said.

Continued on Page 13

COMPANY WITHOUT
CONTRACT CHECKING
VEHICLES AT BORDER

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji said yesterday that a private
company is continuing to inspect vehicles at Abdaly crossing
point with Iraq although its contract with the customs depart-
ment expired a year ago. Turaiji said the disclosure about the
company coincided with the busting of a 200-kg hashish haul
with a truck coming from Iraq and after it was inspected by the
company. The bust was made by detectives after the truck was
allowed to enter by the company.

The lawmaker said he learnt that the company is owned by
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ntial candidate Donald Trump references fellow can-

didate Jeb Bush at a Pearl Harbor Day Rally at the USS Yorktown on Monday. — AFP

US LEADERS ASK MUSLIM
AMERICANS TO FIGHT BACK

radicalized.

In a rare primetime speech to the nation from the
Oval Office on Sunday, President Barack Obama called
the attack in San Bernardino an “act of terrorism” and
vowed to defeat extremism, but also stressed that it was
not “a war between America and Islam”. Less than 24
hours later, Trump’s bombastic bid for the White House
plumbed what critics called a new low and triggered
calls for him to be barred from taking power after he
urged a “total and complete shutdown of Muslims enter-
ing the United States until our country’s representatives
can figure out what is going on”.

SEE PAGE 7

In a speech late Monday, the 69-year-old billionaire
real estate mogul and reality television star doubled
down on his initial statement. “We have no choice/”
Trump said, saying that Islamist radicals want to kill
Americans. “It's going to get worse and worse. We're
going to have more World Trade Centers,” he said, refer-
ring to the deadly attacks on Sept 11, 2001.

His comments were condemned by the White House
as “totally contrary” to American values and similarly
slammed as far afield as London and Cairo, where
Egypt’s official religious body Dar al-Iftaa denounced
them as “extremist and racist”. The strongest reaction
came in the United States, including from Trump’s rivals
in the race to run for the White House in 2016. Senator
Lindsey Graham branded the remarks “un-American” and
said Trump was only fueling radical Islam.

Trump was the “ISIL man of the year,” said Graham,

referring to the extremist Islamic State group. “Do you
know how you win this war? You side with people in the
faith who reject this ideology, which is 99 percent,”
Graham told CNN, before invoking Trump’s campaign
slogan - “make America great again”. "And do you know
how you make America great again?” asked Graham,
who is lagging badly in the nomination race. “Tell
Donald Trump to go to hell” Other Republican con-
tenders including Marco Rubio, John Kasich, Chris
Christie and Jeb Bush, as well as Republican House
Speaker Paul Ryan, also rejected Trump’s proposal.
Hillary Clinton, the Democratic presidential frontrunner,
tweeted: “Declaring war on Islam or demonizing Muslim
Continued on Page 13

a woman from the ruling family and whose brother is an assis-
tant undersecretary at the interior ministry. The court of
appeals upheld a ruling on April 27 ordering the company to
vacate the site, adding that the company collected KD 880,000
after the court ruling.

Turaiji said that the director of the customs department
told the budgets committee yesterday that he has asked the
interior ministry to implement the ruling and evict the compa-
ny, adding if this is true, the interior minister should launch an
investigation into the matter. Head of the budgets committee
MP Adnan Abdulsamad said Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh
told the committee that work requires the company to contin-
ue operating until an alternative is found. Abdulsamad said
another company working with the customs department has
won damages worth KD 68 million.

NY SHOPKEEPER BEATEN IN HATE CRIME

»

WASHINGTON: Facing what
President Barack Obama has called a
new phase of terrorism, US officials
appealed to Muslim Americans on
Monday to fight harder against
extremist ideology.

The Obama administration has
defended Muslim Americans after
attacks in Paris and San Bernardino,
California, and the inflammatory rhet-
oric that came in its wake, while a par-
allel message to Islamic communities
is gaining urgency: please help.

As Republican presidential candi-
date Donald Trump suggested ban-
ning all Muslims from entering the
country on Monday, Homeland
Security Secretary Jeh Johnson stood
in solidarity with an imam and leaders
of other faiths at a northern Virginia
Islamic center. Johnson would not
comment on Trump’s remarks but
urged Americans not to vilify Muslims
or throw a “net of suspicion” over an
entire community.

Continued on Page 13

NEW YORK: Muslim shopkeeper
Sarkar Haq, who was beaten, is seen
at his shop on Monday. — AFP

SHEIKH ATHBI
DENIES KNOWING
‘ABDALY’ SUSPECT

By B Izzak and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: A member of Kuwait’s ruling family denied
in court yesterday allegations linking him to a
recently uncovered ‘terror cell’ Sheikh Athbi Al-Fahd
Al-Sabah yesterday told the criminal court that the
main suspect in the Iran-linked terror cell is
unknown to him and that he had never asked him to
hide the weapons.

The prime suspect in the 26-member cell had
told the court that he was a member of the resist-
ance against the 1990-91 Iragi invasion and that
Sheikh Athbi, who was a resistance leader, had
asked him to hide a quantity of arms. Sheikh Athbi,
who was the head of the secret service, said that he
does not know the man and never gave him any
instructions.

During the hearing, defense lawyer Khaled Al-
Shatti questioned the validity of the arrest warrants
issued to arrest his clients. He also refuted some of
the points mentioned in the arresting officer’s

RAMADI: Displaced civilians from Ramadi and around the area cross the Bzebiz
bridge as they leave their hometowns towards Baghdad on Monday. — AP

GAZA CITY: Palestinian entrepreneurs brainstorm ideas as they compete for
acceptance in the third version of Mobaderoon project, hosted by the Islamic
University’s Business and Technology Incubator, on Nov 24, 2015. — AP

IRAQ_FORCES RETAKE LARGE

IN WAR-TORN GAZA, A TINY
PART OF RAMADI FROM IS

HI-TECH SECTOR EMERGES

BAGHDAD: Iraqi security forces recaptured
a large part of the city of Ramadi from the
Islamic State group yesterday, officials said,
scoring a significant breakthrough in their
fightback against the jihadists.

Baghdad's forces have been fighting
for months to secure territory around
Ramadi, the capital of the vast Anbar
province, and retaking the Al-Tameem
area is an important step in the battle for
the major city west of Baghdad. Warplanes
from the US-led coalition battling IS have
backed them in the fighting, carrying out
more than 45 air strikes in the Ramadi
area in the past week.

“Today, our forces completely cleared
the Al-Tameem area after a fierce battle
against Daesh gunmen,” Sabah Al-Noman,
the spokesman for Iraqg's counter-terrorism

service, told AFP, using an Arabic acronym
for IS. IS fighters “had no choice except to
surrender or fight and they were complete-
ly destroyed,” Noman said. Major General
Hadi Irzayij, the police chief for Anbar, con-
firmed that Al-Tameem had been retaken
as did Brigadier General Yahya Rasool, the
spokesman for the Joint Operations
Command.

“The liberation of Al-Tameem will great-
ly help in speeding up the liberation of the
city of Ramadi," Rasool said. “Iraqi forces are
ready and close to entering the centre of
the city,” Irzayij said. Al-Tameem lies to the
southwest of IS-held central Ramadi and
Iraqgi forces now need to make matching
advances to the north in order to attack the
jihadists from both sides.

Continued on Page 13

report, noting that the officer was only two years old
when some of the incidents happened and had not
been even born when others took place.

Shatti also demanded dropping the charges
because the accusations made took place more than
10 years ago and stressed that his clients kept the
weapons in case Saddam Hussein decided to launch
another invasion of Kuwait. Shatti also refuted
charges of spying on the Kuwaiti government dur-
ing the invasion, noting that the government was
headquartered abroad then. He also wondered how
the arresting officer finished writing his report and
accusations against all defendants within 48 hours.

Moreover, Shatti argued that Al-Qaeda launched
several terrorist attacks against husseiniyas in
Kuwait after Saddam was toppled, while none of the
defendants had ever shot a single bullet against

Continued on Page 13

GAZA CITY: As a student graduating from
computer college two years ago, Mohammed
Qudih was dreading the “painful” unemploy-
ment in the Gaza Strip - a war-battered
coastal territory where nearly half the popula-
tion is without work. Today, the 25-year-old
engineer boasts about his company, its 20
full-time staff and the final cheque he is issu-
ing to cover the $40,000 spent on designing
and furnishing the office.

The firm, called Haweya for Information
Technology, specializes in branding for new or
restructuring businesses. Its name in Arabic
means “identity” “l was shocked by the painful
work situation in Gaza; there were no jobs and
getting a job is very, very difficult. That's
where the idea came from,” Qudih said, sitting
behind a white laptop on his dark wooden

desk. It is a rare success story in Gaza, whose
economy has been battered by an Israeli and
Egyptian blockade and a 50-day war between
Israel and the territory’s Hamas rulers last year.
Israel considers Hamas, an Islamic militant
group committed to its destruction, to be a
terrorist organization.

Qudih said the idea for his startup had
been in his mind since he entered university
in 2009. Five years later, Haweya saw light
after receiving support from the
Mobaderoon project. The program, which
means “entrepreneurs” in Arabic, is adminis-
tered by the Palestinian Welfare Association,
a development agency, with funding from
the Kuwait-based Arab Fund for Economic
and Social Development.

Continued on Page 13
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KUWAIT MOST ATTRACTIVE
WORK PLACE FOR
GCC NATIONALS: REPORT

RIYADH: A recent Gulf economic report showed that the
State of Kuwait has been the most attractive country for GCC
nationals seeking employment. The report which was pre-
pared by the GCC's General Secretariat said that Kuwait
ranked first in attracting nationals of other GCC Member
States to work in the government and private sectors in
2014. The report, which coincides with the 36th GCC summit
due in Riyadh today, added that the number of GCC citizens
working in the public sector of other Member States
amounted to 11,500 in 2014. It pointed out that the United
Arab Emirates ranked second with nine percent and attract-
ed more than 1,000 employees, while Qatar ranked third with
290 employees representing 2.5 percent, while the Kingdom
of Bahrain, Oman and Saudi Arabia came fourth, fifth and
sixth respectively.

The report noted the issuance by the Supreme Council in
its 21st round in Manama in 2000 of a decision approving the
treatment of GCC citizens working in the civil service in any
Member State the same treatment of citizens of the state
they are working in. The Supreme Council also issued a deci-
sion at its 23rd round in Doha in December 2002 on the
application of full equality in treatment between citizens of
the GCC countries in the government labor field, social secu-
rity, retirement and the removal of restrictions facing
them.(end)

GCC citizens

Meanwhile, a recent report showed that Kuwait is ranked
first among the Gulf states in the number of GCC citizens
studying in its government schools amounting to 15,224 stu-
dents including 7,002 males and 8,222 females. According to
a statistical report by the information sector in the General
Secretariat of the Gulf Cooperation Council, the number of
GCC citizens registered in the public schools in the GCC
states amounted to 42,581 of whom 21,797 were males and
20,784 were female students in all stages of public education
in 2014. It said that the GCC Supreme Council agreed in
November 1985 on the treatment of students in general edu-
cation the same as those of the GCC state they are studying
in. This decision, which flows into the policies and support of
the efforts of Gulf citizenship, is one of the important steps
taken by the Gulf Cooperation Council in the early years to
facilitate movement of citizens among member states and to
provide them with decent accommodation.

Property owners

In other statistics, Kuwaitis have ranked in second place
for ownership of real estates in the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) states in 2015 with 8, 535 owners. According to a
report prepared by the information sector in the GCC
Secretariat, some 8,981 Saudis have owned properties in oth-
er GCC states in 2014 followed by the citizens of the State of
Kuwait with 8,535, then Qatar with 1,885, Bahrain, Oman and
the UAE with 1,708, 1,369 and 1,031 respectively.

The report said that allowing the GCC citizens to own
properties in other member states constitutes one of the ten
principles of the Gulf Common Market defined by the
Economic Agreement of 2001 where ordinary GCC nationals
in any GCC state are treated the same with its citizens with-
out discrimination.

The report shows that the United Arab Emirates ranked
first in attracting GCC citizens to own properties in 2014 with
17,641 or by 75 percent, whereas the Sultanate of Oman
came second, followed by the Kingdom of Bahrain in third
place with 2,154 while Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Kuwait ranked
fourth, fifth and sixth respectively. — KUNA
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GCC STATES STRIVE TO CONTINUE
MARCH OF DEVELOPMENT: REPORT

AMIR HEADS KUWAIT'S DELEGATION TO GCC SUMMIT

KUWAIT/RIYADH: His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and the accompanying official delegation
head today for Riyadh, the capital of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, where His Highness
will chair Kuwait's delegation to the 36th ses-
sion of Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
Supreme Council meetings.

The General Secretariat of the GCC has
asserted keenness of the member states to
boost the principle of joint action, support
this worthy process of the Council and devel-
op the capabilities to achieve more accom-
plishments to meet the aspirations of the
GCCcitizens.

The Secretariat said in a report released on
Tuesday on the occasion of the 36th GCC
summit due here on Wednesday and
Thursday that the foundations of the march
of development were initiated by the GCC
leaders since the first summit in Abu Dhabi in
May 25, 1981 and would continue. It added
that the GCC leaders through their constant
meetings and their wise leadership have set
the axioms of the council and strengthened
its pillars to meet the aspirations of the GCC
citizens. It said that the GCC leaders have also
consolidated the march of the council and
instilled the concept of GCC citizenship and
coordinated in all political, economic, military,
security and health fields as well as in the
areas of education, science, youth and sports,
social services and research.

Issues of concern

The report said that the political affairs
sector in the Secretariat is keen on following
up and implementation of the political direc-
tives issued by the supreme council, ministe-
rial council and the joint meetings with other
international entities over issues of concern
to the GCC states.

Such issues are pertinent to Iran’s occupa-
tion of the three islands of the United Arab
Emirates, Iranian nuclear program, the situa-
tion in the Palestinian territories, develop-
ments of the Arab-Israeli conflict, Syria,
Yemen, Iraq, Libya and others.

In the economic sphere, the report point-
ed to the achievement of coordination, inte-
gration and interdependence among the GCC
countries in all fields, including trade policies
and the coordination with other international
blocs.

The report noted the adoption of the
Supreme Council of the principle of entering
into direct negotiations between the GCC
countries as a group and the international

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receive

yesterday the chief judge of the Constitutional Court, the acting chief judge of the
Supreme Judicial Council and the deputy chief judge of the Court of Cassation,
Yousef Jassem Al-Mutawaa. — Amiri Diwan photo

economic groups. They also decided to form
a team of experts (negotiating team) in order
to assist the Secretariat in its contacts with
countries and economic groups on behalf of
the GCC countries as the Ministerial Council
authorized the adoption of cooperation goals
and policies with international economic
groups and states.

The report said that the GCC countries
have adopted a unified Gulf strategy for rela-
tions with states, regional groups and inter-
national economic organizations to deal with
these developments and keep pace with the
global trend towards the establishment of
economic blocs and the growing forces of
globalization and component liberalization of
trade and investment.

It added that the Supreme Council
approved a long-term strategy for the GCC
states’ relations and negotiations with region-
al blocs and international organizations that
should be pursued by the GCC countries in
their negotiations and relations with other
countries and economic blocs so as to reach
the unified Gulf voice.

It added that the Gulf states sought to
support collective action and informed the
international economic groups that the GCC
countries are working as one group in order

to create a collective bargaining power to
support the Council’s negotiating center with
international economic groups in various
economic fields. The report indicated that the
GCC states sought to achieve coordination,
integration and interdependence between
them in all economic fields.

Full integration

It noted that the GCC states have sought
to achieve full integration and coordination in
all spheres through, thus, the Committee on
Financial and Economic Cooperation believed
it was significant to come up with a study to
deepen economic integration among the
GCC countries work on a draft general frame-
work of the study (economic integration) has
been completed where the experienced bod-
ies would be called to carry out the study in
accordance with the agreed reference frame-
work.

In the framework of the efforts of the GCC
countries to combat money laundering, the
General Secretariat has been assigned to con-
tract with relevant experts to hold regular
training programs at the level of the GCC
countries in the field of risk assessment at the
national level to help the GCC countries to
shape their strategies in this area.

In terms of military cooperation, the
report said that the march of joint defense
work has seen many achievements during
2015, including the completion of unified mil-
itary leadership studies in the GCC countries
and related needs of human resources, opera-
tional budget and follow-up completion of
the needs and requirements of the common
military headquarters in Riyadh and the com-
pletion of the establishment of the
Consolidated maritime operations center.

It noted that work is underway for the offi-
cial opening of the center. It pointed out that
the Council was currently working on the
preparation of a unified strategy to protect
against electronic warfare, wars of the virtual
space, compatibility and integration of com-
mand, control and communications systems
of the GCC armed forces. The GCC also sought
to unify the combat doctrine and concepts,
joint training and determine the capacity and
capabilities of current and available resources
in the GCC countries to serve the war effort
and defense integration.

Armed forces

The report also said the GCC states are
working to create a unified coordination
mechanism of the armed forces of the GCC
States to buy weapons and equipment, hard-
ware and kinds of ammunition, the selection
and the establishment of strategic storage
sites for weapons and equipment, devices
and ammunition among the GCC countries.

It pointed to the completion of the prepa-
ration of a document setting out the founda-
tions and controls of the media in the military
field for the GCC countries and the setup and
preparation for the implementation of the
joint military exercises.

The report said the GCC has also accom-
plished a number of matters pertinent to
countering extremism associated with terror-
ism in 2003 and the signing of the GCC states
of GCC agreement to combat terrorism in
2004. In the health sphere, the report said
that the GCC health ministers have approved
the concept of equality of GCC nationals for
the same treatment in any GCC states.

In the sport and youth sphere, the report
pointed to the GCC states’ work on imple-
menting the joint work plan through holding
various training courses for sport officials and
training of leaders as well as setting up of
camps. In the education and scientific
research sector, the report said the GCC states
have sought to achieve equality in education
for all GCC states. — KUNA
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TRANSCRIPT OF IMF CONFERENCE CALL ON KUWAIT'S 2015 ARTICLE 1V CONSULTATION

WASHINGTON: The following is a transcript for a conference call
held recently featuring IMF officials Prasad Ananthakrishnan,
Mission Chief for Kuwait, Middle East and Central Asia
Department, and Wafa Amr, Senior Communications Officer,
Communications Department, discussing Kuwait’s 2015 Article
IV Consultation:

Amr: Thank you for joining us today. This is Wafa Amr from
the Communications Department. Welcome to the conference
call on Kuwait’s 2015 Article IV Consultation. Mission Chief
Prasad Ananthakrishnan is going to speak, and then take your
questions.

Prasad: Yes, thank you, for listening in. Let me give a short
introduction. You all know that a decline in oil prices has
adversely affected Kuwait's fiscal and current account balances,
and it has slowed down growth in 2014 and 2015. In the govern-
ment’s presentation, when you exclude the mandatory transfers
to the Future Generations Fund, and the investment income
from the Fund, the fiscal position will get into a deficit, but
because they already have high financial buffers, and they have
borrowing space, the governments will be able to smooth the
adjustments, but since the oil price decline is very steep, the
adjustments should start now.

And what we have been recommending to the authorities is
that adjustments should be smooth, over the medium term, and
many of the cuts should fall on the current spending while they
should maintain the capital spending so that the impact on
growth is mitigated.

Now, in the medium term, the fiscal and external positions in
the current trend of oil prices will deteriorate further, and the
main objective of the authorities should be, for the longer term,
to diversify the economy, creating high productivity jobs for
Kuwaitis, and also to depend, Kuwait's-or we can say dependen-
cy on oil revenue. Now, the government has already started
focusing on many of these issues, and more needs to be done in
the area of private sector investment and job creation. Thank
you. I'll stop at this stage, and | will see if you have any questions.

Amr: Okay. So, we'll take questions from you now.

Questioner: Hi. My question is, obviously, the decline in the
oil prices, and you said it has impacted liquidity, and unfortu-
nately, this has impacted-it seems like it has impacted the
Kuwaiti dinar in the forward market. What are your thoughts on
tightening liquidity in the Kuwaiti banking system? And do you
think it would put pressure on the economy and the currency, |
guess, you know, just in general?

Prasad: Yes. You see, at this point in time, when you look
there you will see there has been slower growth in the profits
and in the credit, but the Kuwaiti economy is still flush with lig-
uidity. When you see the balance sheet of the banking system,
they have a lot of excess liquidity sitting in the Central Bank. And
at this point there’s no issue with liquidity, but definitely as the
oil prices go down, and if there is no adjustment in the fiscal,
there could be some tightening in the banking system liquidity.

But our assessment as far as the economy and exchange rate
is concerned, is that given the structure of Kuwait, the currency
pegged is appropriate, and it's been serving Kuwait well, in
terms of delivering monetary stability, and Kuwait has enough
reserves with the Central Bank, have also with the government
to maintain the banks. But, in the longer term, given the large
terms of great shock, fiscal consolidation will be needed to sup-
port the exchange rate peg over the longer term.

Questioner: Hello, Prasad.

The question is, is there a need to issue bonds to finance the
needs of the budget this year?

Prasad: Okay. You see, now Kuwait, as | said, according to the
definition of the authorities, which is that they have a rule of
transferring 10 percent of their total revenues to their General
Reserve Fund, then there is a deficit. Now, either they can draw

on buffers, or they can borrow. So that particular gap in the fiscal
deficit will have to be financed. So, either they take the money to
the General Reserve Fund, and then bring it back to close the
gap, or they borrow. So it's their choice; right?

And to some extent, if they have a good strategy for borrow-
ing, which takes into account the impact on the liquidity in the
banking system, the impact on clouding out of credit, the
impact on the reserves, of the foreign exchange reserves of the
Central Bank, when you take all these into accounts, there is
space for borrowing, and the government can borrow within the
space to-which will also help developing the domestic debt
market.

But then there is a choice of buffers, or domestic borrowing
or international borrowing. And that mix will have to be deter-
mined carefully.

Questioner: Hi, Prasad. What are your thoughts on this-you
know, the Kuwaitis are reviewing potentially the subsidies. |
mean, do you think that there is a strong need for a subsidy cut?
What is your kind of feedback from discussing with authorities
on the issue of subsidies?

Prasad: Yes. As | said, the main instrument that Kuwait has
for its macroeconomic management is fiscal, right. And they
have to reduce their dependency on oil if they have to adjust
their fiscal position. And it has to naturally fall on the expendi-
ture side, and within the expenditure side, on current. And sub-
sidy is a very natural candidate, and at this point in time. Even
both from a fiscal point of view, and from an efficiency point of
view, subsidy is a candidate for adjustment.

And they have the-Kuwait has already started subsidy reform
on diesel, and kerosene, and aviation fuel, and they are naturally
extending it to other products, broad products, and the authori-
ty’s view is that they would go very gradually, they will make
sure that people who deserve those subsidies are not affected,
and they have a sequencing that they would go into fuel subsi-
dies first, because it also does not need any legal changes, and
electricity and water, these subsidies will require some legal
changes, and that will come further down the line. It is essential,
and there is a willingness to do it.

Questioner: Thank you. And my second question, | mean,
are you maintaining your GDP growth forecast for Kuwait, or is
there a revision? What are the variables?

Prasad: What do you mean by this then, sorry?

Questioner: Are you revising potentially your-Are you main-
taining your GDP growth forecast for Kuwait, the real GDP
growth forecast, or are you maintaining them as is? And what
are the potential dangers?

Prasad: Yes. We are maintaining them as is, in the Article IV
Report that got published three days back; that growth is slow-
ing down from 3000 — 3.2 per-Okay, I'll talk about non-oil
growth, okay, because the oil sector growth depends on the
production, that can change. If Kuwaitis produce more oil than
the oil-real oil GDP growth can change. The non-oil GDP, we
have 3.2 percent in 2014, which will go down in 2015 and 2016
to 3 percent.

And given the fiscal projections that we have there, where
we have shown a path of capital expenditure, as of now, that will
see some improvements in the non-oil GDP growth in the outer
years. At this point in time, this is what’s been happening.
Questioner: Sorry. Can you repeat that, on the capital expendi-
ture?

Prasad: You see, we have a projected profile of capital
expenditure spending in our Article IV Report. Right? Based on a
set of oil prices that we are showing there. So, on that trajectory,
then growth, non-oil growth will improve in the outer years.

Amr: Okay. Thank you very much for joining this conference
call on Kuwait.
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KUWAIT: A number of citizens covered by the government’s housing program staged a sit-in outside the National
Assembly’s building yesterday morning, calling for the distribution of plots of land in Khaitan’s blocks three and
four to citizens instead of selling them in an auction. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

TEMPERATURES TO DROP
TO ZERO: METEOROLOGIST

MINISTER SUBAIH CRITICIZED OVER STATEMENTS

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Meteorologist Essa Ramadan
expects temperatures to drop to zero
in the desert and six degrees Celsius in
urban areas. “According to Kuwait
Meteorological Center detectors, tem-
perature in desert areas is 0-4 degrees
centigrade and 6-9 in urban areas,” he
said, expecting the cold weather to
continue through today despite being
sunny, and expected the temperature
to record 15 C by daytime and drop to
zero in the desert and 3-7 C in urban
areas.

Subaih’s statements

Lawyer Bassam Al-Asoussi who rep-
resents former undersecretary of the
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor
(MSAL) Abdul Mohsen Al-Mutairi criti-
cized Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor and Minister of State for
Planning and Development Hind Al-
Subaih for statements she made in a
TV interview in which she indicated
that her decision to refer his client to
retirement was made ‘for the state’s
best interest!“Did he commit any viola-
tions or worked against the state's
greater good? If so, why was he not
referred to prosecution?” he wondered,
describing the minister’s statements as
‘punishable by law’ and that the minis-
ter would have to further explain how
his client worked against the country’s
greater good. Meanwhile, MP Saud Al-
Huraiji denied apologizing to Minister
Subaih ‘as she claimed in the interview!
“Unfortunately, although being
responsible for two portfolios, minister
Hind Al-Subaih does not realize the
meaning of some words,” he said. He
further explained that what he did was

only to comment on a misquote dur-
ing a press conference and that he thus
had to explain what he meant in a par-
liamentary session during which he
stressed that he would not stop ‘fairly
and impartially’ monitoring the minis-
ter's performance. “We will not follow
in her steps in unlawfully avenging
Kuwaiti citizens whose only fault is that
they support a lawmaker threatening
to grill the minister” he said.
Furthermore, Huraiji said that he had
no problem in supporting the grilling
motion his colleague Mohammed Al-
Enezi intends to file against Subaih. He
also promised to file one himself unless
the minister stops what he described
as‘rampant corruption in MSAL!

Fashion show

MP Humoud Al-Hamdan yesterday
filed an enquiry asking Minister of
Education Bader Al-Essa about a con-
cert and fashion show recently held at
the Public Authority for Applied
Education and Training (PAAET),
describing it as a disaster. Hamdan said
that the event was held under the title
of ‘Arab Fashion Day, during which
female students performed dances
and songs in the presence of a male
audience including the dean and oth-
ers. He added that videos from the
concert were posted on social media
networks.

Duo acquitted of drug trafficking

The criminal court yesterday acquit-
ted two expatriates charged with drug
trafficking and who were facing capital
punishment according to Kuwaiti laws.
According to the public prosecution,
the two defendants were arrested for
committing a traffic violation and run-

ning a red traffic light, and on search-
ing their vehicle, policemen found six
sacks of hashish. According to the
arresting officer’s report, he found a
scale they allegedly used in selling the
drugs. In his argument, the defendants’
lawyer Soud Al-Najdi proved that the
vehicle his clients drove did not belong
to them, and accordingly, the drugs
found in it do not necessarily belong to
them. He also noted that his clients
had denied the charges instantly.
Accordingly, the court acquitted them
for'void arrest procedures!

New ambulances

The Health Ministry is due to
receive 54 new ambulances fully
equipped with the latest security, safe-
ty and emergency service technologies
within a few days pending launching
them by the beginning of the new
year. Notably, the ministry had started
using eight ATV-ambulances at camp-
ing sites that are remote from urban
areas and during special vacations, hol-
idays and national ceremonies.

False claims

The local logistical company
released a statement yesterday in
which it stressed its commitment to
the contracts signed with governmen-
tal and non-governmental bodies, and
strongly denied violating any of those
contracts conditions as ‘claimed’ by
some media and lawmakers. The com-
pany strongly denied usurping any
lands in ports or elsewhere, and
stressed that this had been verified by
a report made by a special committee
that was formed by Minister of
Communications Essa Al-Kandari on
October 12.

INTERIOR MINISTRY OVERSEES
JABER STADIUM SECURITY PLAN

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah chaired a meeting
to discuss security preparations for Jaber Stadium’s reopen-
ing ceremony. The meeting was attended by State Minister
for Cabinet Affairs, Acting Minister of Electricity and Water
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah, Interior Ministry’s

Undersecretary Lieutenant General Suleiman Al-Fahad and
field assistant undersecretaries, as well as representatives
from the Ministry of Health, Kuwait Fire Services Directorate
(KFSD) and the Amiri Guard. In other news, Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled issued a decree to create new posts
in the Interior Ministry named ‘Assistant Undersecretary for
Land Borders Security Affairs, and ‘Assistant Undersecretary
for Sea Borders Security Affairs!

EQUATE HOLDS MEETINGS WITH KNPC

KUWAIT: EQUATE Petrochemical
Company, Kuwait's first international
joint-venture in this industry, hosted a
number of meetings with delegations
from Kuwait National Petroleum
Company (KNPC) to discuss industrial
affairs and best practices.

With the attendance of a number of
leaders and employees from KNPC and
EQUATE, participants discussed several
topics regarding industrial matters,
maintenance operations, work process-
es, contractor management, strategic
planning, stakeholder relations, official
regulations, customs affairs, devising
schedules, developing task lists, as well
as Environment, Health and Safety
(EH&S).

In addition, discussions included
EQUATE Turnaround (TA) 2014 with the
participation of over 12,000 employees
and contractors. Finalized in 30 days, the
TA 2014 is a world-record breaking
achievement for petrochemical plants
throughout the globe.

The meeting is part of ongoing col-
laboration between EQUATE and Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) and
Subsidiaries, especially KNPC which pro-
vides ethane gas and other refinery
products as feedstock that are used for
the manufacturing of polyethylene and
other products by EQUATE. KNPC has a
40 percent in Kuwait Aromatics
Company (KARO), which owns Kuwait
Paraxylene Production Company (KPPC)
as part of the Greater EQUATE joint-ven-
ture that has EQUATE as its single opera-

tor. During the meetings, KNPC was
represented by the Manager of Clean
Fuels Project Abdullah Al-Ajmi, Team
Leader Fahed Al-Hadeya, Team Leader
Wael Al-Jassem, Senior General
Practitioner Dr Ghaydaa Al-Shuraiaan,
Team Leader Ahmad Al-Ali, Team Leader
Fayez Al-Khuzam, Senior Engineer
Mohammad Al-Marzouq, Senior
Engineer Mohammad Mashhadi, Senior
Engineer Bader Al-Otaibi, Senior
Engineer Yacoub Al-Baloul. EQUATE's
participants included Senior Operations
Director Ahmed Al-Shuwaib, Corporate
and Government Services Leader
Yaqoub Al-Kandari, Government Affairs
Category Leader Mohammad Al-
Boloushi, Site Reliability and

Maintenance Leader Abdulwahab Al-
Ghanim, Maintenance Leader Fahad Al-
Nasser, Maintenance Leader
Mohammad Sabeq, External Shared
Services Leader Ashraf Al-Qattan,
Maintenance Leader Kannan
Parthasarathy, Maintenance Leader
Abdullah Ridha, Maintenance Leader
Waleed Al-Dousari, Senior Contract
Services Engineer Jasem Al-Jafar, Senior
Maintenance Engineer Omar Al-
Obaidan, Senior Reliability Engineer
Shohabuddin Masood, Mechanical
Integrity Engineer Bader Al-Anzi,
Maintenance Activity Coordinator
Ahmad Al-Aboh and Senior Corporate
Communications Executive Ali Al-
Hamad.
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KUWAIT: The traditional unity ASEAN photo-op.

MALAYSIA HANDS OVER ACK
CHAIRMANSHIP TO LAOS

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: The ambassadors of ASEAN
member countries gathered yesterday
at the Malaysian Embassy in Kuwait
for the formal handover ceremony of
the chairmanship of the ASEAN
Committee in Kuwait (ACK) from
Malaysia to Laos. The ceremony was
held in the presence of various ambas-
sadors and representatives of GCC
countries, officials from the govern-
ment of Kuwait and Saud Al-Nasser Al-
Sabah Kuwait Diplomatic Institute,
and academicians including guest
speaker Dr Mark Speece, Associate
Professor, American University of
Kuwait.

The handover was led by
Malaysian Ambassador to Kuwait
Ahmad Rozian Abd Ghani to new
chairman Phouangkeo Langsy,
Ambassador of the People’s
Democratic Republic of Laos. The ACK
was established in May 2011, compris-
ing of Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines,
Thailand and Vietnam. The chairman-
ship of ACK follows that of the chair-
manship of ASEAN, and the term lasts
for one year.

“I am truly honored to have been
given the trust to chair the ACK in my
very first year in Kuwait. The primary
objective of ACK is to maintain and
strengthen relations between ASEAN

COP21 DRAFTS AGREEMENT
TO FIGHT GLOBAL WARMING

KUWAIT: Following one week of
negotiations in Le Bourget, repre-
sentatives of the 195 member
countries in the UN's agreement on
climate change, who are currently
taking part in the COP21 confer-
ence held in Paris, initially agreed
on Saturday to draft an internation-
al agreement on fighting global
warming that is due to be officially
signed next week.

The draft was made in forty
eight pages divided into two parts;
the first with solutions suggested
by diplomats supervising various
work groups taking part in the con-
ference. Notably, the conference
kicked off a week ago with the
attendance of 150 heads of states
and cabinets, including Kuwait’s
Prime Minister His Highness Sheikh
Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

and Kuwait. The ACK also serves to
promote awareness on the roles and
functions of ASEAN. Today's event, we
hope, will lead to better engagement
in the future,” said Ahmad. The ACK
has continued to advance ASEAN
interests in Kuwait and continued to
strengthen inter-ASEAN comradeship
via various joint programs such as the
ASEAN Day, which is celebrated on
August 8 annually, the ASEAN Family
Day and the ASEAN futsal and bowl-
ing tournaments.

Humble beginnings

The Laotian ambassador promised
to continue the leadership ACK has
established. ASEAN began with hum-
ble beginnings in 1967 when it
formed a new association that has
grown to 10 nations today. “We have
stressed community and consensus-
building, over the excesses of individ-
ualism and the seeking of selfish
objectives. Non-violence over con-
frontation. Moderation over extrem-
ism. Showing respect, not just to our
friends but also to our foes. Peace-
seeking and peace-building, instead
of fanning the flames of conflict and
war, Langsy added.

The Malaysian ambassador men-
tioned that ASEAN has made a direct
financial difference to hundreds of
millions of people. “The ASEAN free
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Malaysian Ambassador to Kuwait
Ahmad Rozian Abd Ghani (right)
hands over ACK chairmanship to

Phouangkeo Langsy, the
Ambassador of the People’s
Democratic Republic of Laos.

trade area, or AFTA, has reduced tar-
iffs to zero or near zero. This has
reduced the prices of countless
goods. Without AFTA, our firms would
find it harder to access each other’s
markets. Without ASEAN, unemploy-
ment would be higher. The overall
rate among our ten nations is a com-
paratively low 3.3 percent - which
economists attribute not just to coun-
tries, but to ASEAN attracting sub-
stantial flows of foreign direct invest-
ment. Without ASEAN, our citizens
would not enjoy visa-free travel
through nine out of our ten member
states. Without ASEAN, and the mutu-
al recognition agreements we have
put in place, our professionals would
find it far harder to work in each oth-
er’s countries,” he stressed.

In his acceptance address, Langsy
said he's ready for the new challenges
and cooperation ahead. “ would like
to assure you that as new chairman for
the year 2016, | will do my best to pro-
mote ACK and to implement our pro-
grams and activities planned for 2016
and to strengthen our ties with Kuwait
and other countries. | will count on
your support constructively during my
chairmanship of ACK," he noted.

Dr Speece later presented some
facts regarding ASEAN from the per-
spective of people from outside
ASEAN.

THAI EMBASSY CELEBRATES
NATIONAL DAY

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Speaking during a ceremony
held recently to celebrate Thailand’s
National Day, Minister of State for
Housing Affairs Yasser Abul stressed that
Kuwait and Thailand have a very strong
relationship and that Kuwait is always
keen on cementing ties with everybody
in order to bridge the gaps between all
peoples. Meanwhile, Ambassador of
Thailand to Kuwait Prasas Prasasvinitchai

KUWAIT: Minister of State for Housing Affairs Yasser Abul (right) and

strongly hailed both countries’ relations,
noting that they go back 62 years. He
added that both countries would sign
special agreements soon in education
and investment. He also expressed hope
that Kuwait’s foreign minister would visit
Thailand in March 2016 during the Asian
Dialogue Forum due to be hosted by
Thailand. The ambassador also noted
that a new visa regime would be effec-
tive from November after it is published
in the Thai official gazette.

L. ’ﬁ.‘

Ambassador of Thailand to Kuwait Prasas Prasasvinitchai (center) attend the

ceremony. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

MARTYR’S OFFICE
CELEBRATES SILVER JUBILEE

KUWAIT: Under the auspices of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of the
Martyr's Office at the Amiri Diwan was held late
Monday. Deputy Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs
and Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
the Martyr’s Office, Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah,
represented His Highness the Amir in the event
in which the national anthem was played and
some verses from the Holy Quran were recited.

“The Kuwaiti martyrs sacrificed their souls for
the sake of the homeland raising the words of
His Highness the Amir that Kuwait is the entity
which gathers its citizens and a safe haven for
them,” Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah said in a speech at the
celebration.

History will immortalize those heroes and
martyrs who will be honored by Almighty Allah
in the hereafter, he added. “On the 25th anniver-
sary of the Iraqgi invasion, we pledge to our
brothers, sisters and sons, who had fallen as mar-
tyrs in defense of the homeland, that we will for-
ever remember them and their gallantry,” he
said.

“The martyrs offered sacrifices to make

Kuwait a free and dear homeland in which we
and the coming generations live in peace,” he
noted. Sheikh Ali said that the martyrs will
remain engraved on “our hearts and the hearts
of our generations”. He stated that His Highness
the Amir is always keen on honoring and immor-
talizing the martyrs. “Our sons have sacrificed
their souls for the sake of their homeland which
is governed by a wise leader who maintains its
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